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A 

TREATISE 

CONCERNING 

THE    SANCTIFICATION 

OP   THE 

L  OR  D's      DAY. 

WHEREIN 

The  Morality  of  the  Sabbath,  or  the  Perpetual  Ob- 
ligation  of  the  Fourth   Commandment,  is 
maintained  againft  Advcrfaries  j 

and 
The  religious  Observation  of  the .  Lord's  Day,  or  first 
Day  of  the.  Week,  as  our  Christian  Sabbath,  is 
strongly  pressed  by  Scripture- arguments* 

CONTAINING   ALSO 

Many  special  Directions  and  Advices  for  the  better  per* 

forming  the  most  necessary  and  -comprehensive  Duty  of 

Sabbath-Sanctification.. 

To  which  are  added  (by  way  of  APPENDIX) 

Meditations  for  the  SABBATH-DAY,  taken  from  the 

Author's  Manuscripts,  never  published  before. 

proper  for  families.  ' 


Rev,  i.    IO.     /  tuas  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  Day. 


friHim       ; 


PREFACE. 


THAT  wife  king  Solomon  obferves,  Eccl.  ill*  I* 
"  To  every  thing  there  is  a  feafon,  and  a  time  for 
every  purpofe  under  heaven."  And  if  there  be  a  time 
and  feafon  allowed  for  every  thing  and  purpofe,  even 
the  meaneft  things  and  purpofes  in  the  world  ;  furely  ai| 
infinitely  wife  God  will  allow  a  proper  time  and  feafon 
for  the  beft  things  and  purpofes,  and  particularly  for  hit  * 
fblemn  worftup  and  ft f vice,  which  is  the  rood  neceflary 
and  excellent  purpofe  in  the  world.  It  is  not  enough^ 
that  we  give  God,  from  whom  we  have  all  our  time,  a 
fiare  of  every  day  for  his  fervice  >  no,  we  owe  him  alfo 
ibme  whole  days  for  his  folemn  and  public  worfhip  :  Yea, 
it  is  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  the  light  of  nature,  aid 
of  found  reafbn,  that  one  whole  day  of  every  week  mould 
be  dedicated  to;  him.  for  that.  end. 

All  nations  through  the  world  have  had  their  feafons 
and  fct  times  for  devotion  and  facrifices.  The  heathens, 
who  worfhipped  dumb  idols,  had  their  feftivals  and  holy- 
days,  and  particularly  one  day  of  the  week,  which  they 
efteemed  more  facred  than  the  reft.  The  Turks,  who 
have  taken  up  with  the  moil  unreafonable  delufigns  and 
impoftures,  do  ftill  retain  the  imprefiions  of  the  rationality 
and  equity  of  this  thing,  that  there  (hould  be  a  certain 
day  of  the  week  fet  apart  for  the  folemn  worihip  of  God. 
Indeed  the  light  of  nature,  without  fome  other  help,  could 
not  have  determined  men  univeifally  to  dedicate  the 
feventh  day  of  their  time  to  God  •  more  than  the  fixth 
or  eighth  :  But  feeing  the  wife  Creator  of  the  world,  and 
author  of  time,  thought  fit  from  the  beginning,  to  mea- 
fure  time  by  days,  and  parcel  out  thefe  days  imo  fuch  re- 
markable periods  as  weeks,  or  the  revolution  of  feven 
days,  to  be*  conftantly  obferved  all  the  world  over  j  it  is 
moil  confonant  to  reafon  and  tqjtty,  that  one  day  of  each 
week  (hould  be  holy  to  the  Lord. 

But,  befides  the  light  of  nature,  we  have  the  light  of 
revelation  for  this  point  $  God  hath  exprefsly  appointed 
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in  his  word,  one  day  in  feven,  to  be  kept  holy  for  hi* 
iblemn  worfhip  ;  neither  hath  he  left  the  particular  day 
to  mens  own  choice  but  hath  chafe n  it  for  them.  Ana 
now,  in  the  New  Teftameot,iie  points  oat  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  to  be  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  as  is  made  evident  in  the  following  treaufe. 

The  Jews  have  their  Saturday  Sabbath,  which  they 
glory  in,  and  call  the  Queen  of  the  week :  The  Maho- 
metans keep  the  Friday,  as  being  Mahomet's  birth-day, 
The  Parthians  and  fame  other  Pagan  nations  obferve 
Tucfday,  and  efleem  it  above  all  other  days  of  the  week* 
But  it  is  the  difcriminatiog  badge  of  the  profefTors  of 
Chriftiamty  through  all  the  world,  to  celebrate  the  firft 
day  of  the  wctk»  being  (Thrift's  rcfurreczjon~day,  and 
'hence  called  the  Lord's  day.  Now,  though  the  Jews  and 
fome  few  others  plead  that  the  feventh  day  from  the  crea- 
tion is  unalterable  by  virtue  of  the  fourth  command,  it  is 
fhewed  in  this  treatife,  that  the  words  of  the  fourth  com- 
mand are  fo  framed,  that  they  may  be  applied  to  any  day 
of  the  week  that  God  doth  pleafe  to  pitch  upon  for  the 
Sabbath,  whether  it  be  the  firft  or  laft  of  the  feven  days. 
For  when  it  is  (aid,  "  The  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of 
the  Lord  thy  God  ;"  it  doth  not  mean  the  feventh  day 
from  the  Creation,  but  any  feventh  day  after  fix  days  la- 
bour which  God  pitches  on  $  upon  which  account  it  is  not 
called  that  feventh  day,  but  the  feventh  day.  Neither  is 
the  feventh  day  mentioned  in  the  firft  words  of  the  com- 
mand, which  contain  the  fubftance  of  it $  for  it  is  faid 
only,  *  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep.it  holy,** 
not  the  feventh  day.  Nor  is  the  feventh  day  mentioned 
in  the  laft  words  of  the  command,  which  contain  the  for- 
mal reafon  of  it  j  for  it  is  faid  only,  "  The  Lord  blcflcd 
the  Sabbath  day  and  hallowed  it,"  not  the  feventh  day. 

As  to  the  firil  day  of  the  week,  our  Chriftian  Sabbath, 
the  great  Lord  of  our  time  hath  appropriate  this  day  to 
himfelf,  marked  it  with  his  feal,  and  hath  put  his  name 
upon  it,  calling  it,  Rev.  i.  10.  Hemera  Kuriahe,  the 
Lord's  day  *,  even  as  he  calls  the  holy  fupper,  1  Cor.  xi.  20. 
Diapnon  Kuriakon,  the  Lord's  fupper;  becaufe  the  one 
was  his  inftitution  as  well  as  the  other,  and  ftt  apart  for 
keeping  up  his  memory,  and  (hewing  forth  his  glory. 
Wherefore  no  true  Chriftian,  or  lover  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl,  will  be  indifferent  about  the  keeping  of  this  holy 
day :  For  as  the  holy  obferving  of  this  day  is  an  open 
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and  vifible  owning  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  (wbofe  name  it 
bears >  for  out  Lord  and  Mafter  j  to  the  neglect  of  this 
day  is  a  plain  difowning  of  him,  and  an  open  flighting  of 
the  benefits  o/  his  refurrection.  *  O  that  men  would  think 
on  this,  and  confider  what  they  do,  when  they  neglect  or 
contemn  the  Lord's  day  ! 

Though  the  way  of  Sabbath -fanctification  be  the  good 
bid  way,  appointed  by  God  ever  fince  he  created  man  upon 
the  earth  j  yet  there  is  no  way  more  hated,  no  duty  more 
oppofed  by  Satan  and  wicked  men  :    Which  we  need  not 
he  furprifed  at,  feeing  it  is  a  fpecial  fence  to  all  religion, 
and  a  great  bulwark  againft  the  torrent  of  impiety  that 
runs  in  the  world.     And  that  true  piety  is  fo  low  in  moft 
places,  and  vice  and  immorality  fo  generally  prevail,  is 
mainly  to  be  imputed  to  the  abounding  neglect  and  con- 
tempt of  the  holy  Sabbath  :  For  common  experience  doth 
teftify,  that  where  the  Lord's  day  is  more  ftrictly  obferv- 
ed,  their  Chriftian  knowledge,   piety  and  morality,    do 
profper  moft ;  and  where  the  Sabbath  is  difregarded,  there 
all  thefe  do  decay.      The  confideration  whereof  fhould 
excite  all  the  lovers  of  God  and  holinefs,  to  ufe  their  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  fa p port  the  credit  and  maintain  the 
dignity  of  the  Sabbath  againft  all  its  enemies. 

This  coniideration  hath  moved  me  to  contribute  my 
mi(e  upon  this  excellent  fubjeet  in  the  following  treatifef 
which  is  partly  controverfial  and  partly  practical  j  for  con- 
futing the  enemies  of  the  Sabbath,  and  for  inftructing  all 
*n  the  divine  warrant  for  fanctifying  this  holy  day,  and  in 
tfce  right  manner  of  doing  it.  There  are  two  effential 
things  in  the  Chriftian  religion,  which  all  fhould  make 
^onfeience  of  j  fincerely  to  believe  its  truths,  and  faith - 
f%.to  practice  its  duties.  The  firft  of  thefe  hath  great 
influence  upon  the  fecond  ;  for,  if  the  Chriftian  truths  be 
n°t  firmly  believed,  the  Chriftian  duties  will  be  ill  per- 
formed :  Now,  the  beft  means  for  promoting  both  the 
Chriftian  faith  and  Chriftian  practice,  is  tile  fanctification 
°fthe  Lord's  day. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  the 
truths  of  Chriftianity  had  been  quite  razed  out  of  the  minds 
of  the  moft  part:  For  as  the  Lord's  day,  of  itfelf,  is  a 
°nght  and  lively  memorial  of  .our  redemption  by  Jefus 
thrift :  f0  upon  this  day  we  conftantly  have  founded  in 
ou*  ears  the  truths  of  that  religion  which  Chrift  arid  his 
apoftles  delivered  unto  the  world,  and  the  excellency  of 
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them  inculcate  upon  us.  And  As  the  obfervation  of  the 
Sabbath  is  a  great  preservative  to  the  truths  of  Chriflianity, 
fo  it  is  alfo  to  the  duties  thereof  God  hath  fet  this  one 
duty  as  a  bed  fire  or  fence  for  keeping  all  the  reft  j  for,  by 
keeping  the  Sabbath  confcientioully,  the  foul  is  notably 
difpofed  and  put  in  frame  for  ferving  God  in  every  religi- 
ous duty.  The  frequent  recurring  of  this  dav,  and  the 
gofpelordinances  therein  difpenfed,  fefve  to  continue  the 
remembrance  of  Chrift  and  heaven  among  men,  keep  fin 
and  vice  under  Conftant  rebukes,  and  put  atheifm  and  in- 
fidelity to  the  blufh.  Take  away  the  obfervation  of  the 
LordV  day,  then  the  worfhip  of  God  would  be  call  offt 
and  atheifm,  profanenefs,  and  all  diforders,  like  a  flood , 
would  break  in  upon  us.  - 

We  may  look  upon  the  duty  of  .Sabbath -fan edification  to 
be  of  no  lefs  confequence  to  the  practice  of  Chrtftianityj  . 
than  Luther  reckoned  -the  article  of  judication  to  be  to 
the  dcc"lrine  of  it,  when  he  called  it  articulut  Jlantis  few 
cadentis  eccleficc :  For,  if  once  we  make  a  gape  in  this 
hedge  of  piety,  feriou*  godlinefs  wifl  run  out  at  it,  and  a 
flood  of  impiety  and  loofenefs  rufh  in  upon  us,  .  It  was 
furely  the  fenfe  of  this,  that  determined  the  wifeft  of  em- 
perors, kings,  parliament?,  and  church  councils  and  fynods, 
to  frame  and  publifh  fo  many  excellent  laws  and  acts  for 
the  ftrict  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  day,  agreeable  to  the 
divine  laws  thereanent.  It  would  be  happy  fore  hurehes 
and  nations,  if  thefe  were  put  in  execution,  and  all  forts, 
of  men  brought  to  have  a  due  regard  to  them. 

But,  notwithftanding  of  all  the  laws,  divine  and  human, 
for  the  holy  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  day,  there  are  many: 
in  the  age  wherein  we  live,  who  adventure  to  pour  con«* 
tempt  upon  this  holy  day.  Some  there  are  who  difpute 
again  ft  the  morality  of  the  Sabbath,  and  difown  the  {land- 
ing and  perpetual  obligation  of  the  fourth  command. 
Others,  though  they  own  the  obligation  of  the  command 
to  far  as  to  forbear  fervile  work,  and  attend  public  worthip 
on  the  Sabbath,  yet  plead  for  carnal  diver  lions  and  recrea- 
tions after  public-  wcrlhip  is  over.  Many  would  incline 
to  the  Pa  pi  ft  s  way  of  celebrating  the  Sabbath,  who  alter 
fnafs  and  even-fong  (as  they  call  it)  go  prefently  to  piping 
and  dancing,  and  then  to  the  ale-boufe  J  the  fame  way 
that  the  Israelites  celebrated  the  feaft  of  the  golden  calf, 
Exod.  xxxii.  6.  "  The  people  ate  and  drank,  and  rofe  up 
to  play.1'     If  this  profane  courfe  were  allowed,  as  of  old, 
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in  t\m*  $f  antichrjftian  rlarknefi,  many  would  then  call 
the  Sabbath  a  de'ight,  and  be,  in  fome  meafure, t  reconciled, 
to  it  ^  but,  when  they  bear  that  the  whole  Sabbath  is  to  be 
fpeat  in  religious  duties  and  ejtercifes f  they  murmur,  and- 
lay,  at  tjiofe  fn  Mai.  j.  13;  "  What  a  weariqefc  is  it  r" 

If  woufyi  he  up  grievance  to  many  tp  fee  that  old  abo- 
isiaation  of  the  4^ol  of  sports  revived  and  authorifed  among 
n*j  I  mean,  that  infamous  declaration  for  liberty  of  fport* 
and  recreation  90  the  Lord's  day,  published  by  authority1 
ia  die  year  11633,  and  appointed  to  be  read  from  the  pnf- 
pjtsj  the  prelate  conferring  Jo  it,  and  persecuting  thofe 
iiia&ters  who  refnfed  to  re?d  it,  Q  what  heinous  GorjU 
pjrovoking  wickedneCs  was  it,  for  civil  and  ecclefiaftlc 
rvWrs,  to  unite  fta  promoting  the  profanation  of  Jthe  Sab* 
hatb  by  $i?b  methods  '  As  the  heavy  judgment  of  Go4 
follQwcd  thern  for  fuch  avoyyed  profanation,  £b  thofc  in  our 
age  bye  neafoA  to  fear  km  judgments,  who  continue  to  b* 
of  the  feme  prpfane  difpofition.  Oh,  is  it  not  evident  that 
fparts  and  pafHmu  do  unfit  the  mind  for  fpiritual  fervice, 
and  ttfce  off  mens  thoughts  from  what  is  ferious  and  fo* 
lean }  J>o  they  not  put  the  heart  out  of  frame  for  attend* 
iag  w  God,  and  for  holdjing  communion  wjth  hira  in  holy 
duties  and  ordinances  ?  This  is  (hewed  more  fully  in  the 
Mowing  treaties* 

Again,  there  ave  others  who  obferve  this  day  no  bet- 
ter tbap  the)  Ipeaftt  do  ;  They  only  reft  from  their  ordi» 
Wry  labour,  and  fpead  the  day  in  idlenels  and  lloth  | 
ahich  is  to  keep  -the  Sabbath  of  an  o*  or  aft,  not  of  a 
leafoaabie  creature.  To  fen#ify  the  Sabbath,  jf  is  not, 
&  keep  iit  merely  as  a  reft  from  our  common  employ* 
neat*,  or  jteep  it  as  an  idle  day  :  (nit  to  keep  it  as  a  ho* 
|y  dgy,  a  day  fet  apar*  for  God's  glory,  and  for  promot- 
ing our  faiyatwp.  But,  alas !  fuch  is  the  fpiritual  lloth 
sad  jdkneft  of  many  poor  carelefs  foul?  qa  this  day,  tftey 
bkotwr  asMttJe  for  thei*  fouls  on  it,  as  $hey  do  for  ■jtjnjejr, 
bodies  $  they  deep,  loiter,  ly  at  home,  and:  feldom  go  to . 
aay  wopu>ip  at  all  -9  \i  they  go  out  of  doors,  it  is  for  their 
divernon,  to  take  *  Walk,  to  pay  a  vifit,  or  the  like,  bu£ 
^tu  attend  God's  vyorfhip.  Many,. alas!  yv;ll  go  a 
dozea  of  miles  tp  a  market  for  a  little  gain,  that  will  not 
£°  on*  raUe,  nor  a  fe#  fteps  10  the  church,  to  attend  the 
gotptl-inarket  for  cnricfcng  their  fouls,  if  the  bell  that 
c*tt$xheni  tp  the  worfrip  of  God,  did  ad.vercife  them  of 
a  ft^gaplay,  .or  of  foae  idje  »a  fit  ^f,  perhaps  t^ey  would 
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be  found  there  among  the  firft  5  but,  for  fpiritual  w< 
thev  haVe  an  av^rfion  to  it. 

Moreover,  there  are  many  who  go  to  church  and 
tend  ordinances  this  day,  rather  to  pi eafe  a  natural  < 
fcience,  or  fuppoir  their  reputation  in  the  world,  thai 
ferve  God  or  lave  their  fouls.  Or  perhaps  they  go 
caufe  it  it  the  faftron,  or  the  way  in  which  they  7 
bee'n  brought  up ;  bur  a'as !  leaving  their  hearts  bel 
them,  they  prrfent  thcr  bodies  to  God.  and  no  m< 
And  hence  it  is,  that  in  the  time  of  the  mod  fol 
wor(h?p,  they  have  their  eyes  cither  wandering ;  a 
vanity,  or  elfc  (hut  with  d'owfinefs,  and  fleep  j  they 
no  delight  in  the  Sabbath,  ?*fte  no  fweetneTs  in  ordinan 
know  nothing  of  communion  with  God  in  them  :  T 
underftand  not  the  Pfaimift's  language,  "  A  day  in  G 
courts  is  better  than  a  thoifand  any  where  elfe.*' 
this  day  is  to  them  the  longed  and  mod  wearifome  da 
all  the  week  ;  the  religious  exercifes  of  it  are  irkf 
and  burdenfome  to  them.  It  may  be  faid  of  them,  a 
Doeg  the  Ed  mite,  1  Sam.  xx*.  7.  "  He  was  that 
detained  before  the  Lord  "  They  long  to  be  refe 
from  the  fcrvice  of  that  day.  and  glad  when  it  is  0 
Alas !  the  minds  of  many  are  fo  fet  upon  the  world, 
they  complain  in  their  hearts  of  the  length  of  this  < 
as  the  Ifraelitss  of  old,  Amos  viii.  5.  "  When  will 
new  moon  be  gone,  that  we  may  fell  corn  $  and  the  I 
bath,  that  we  may  fet  forth  wheat  ?"  They  count 
thefe  days  loft  days,  that  bring  them  in  no  worldly  g 
Hence  it  was,  that  the  Heathens  (as  Seneca  tells 
counted  the  Jews  a  foolifh  people,  becaufe  they  loft  a 
feventh  part  of  their  lives,  to  wit,  by  obferving  the  2 
bath.  But,. ah  !  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  not  Heat! 
only,  but  alfo  many  profeft  Chriftians,  count  the  Sabl 
a  loll  day  :  O  what  bafe  ingratitude  is  this  to  God, 
the  invaluable  privilege  and  blefltng  of  the  Sabbath  to 
fouls  of  men  1 

Lqfllyy  There  are,  befides  thefe  mentioned,  fome 
digies  of  wickednefs  in  the  world,  perfons  who  prof* 
their  lewd  and  profane  courfes  with  more  vigour  on 
holy  day  than  upon  any  other 5  and  fo  make  this  da 
holy  reft  the  devil's  working  day,  and  con  fume  it  wh 
upon  their  lulls !  O  how  daring  an  affront  muft  this  b 
a  great  a  holy  God,  to  make  that  a  day  to  ferve  the  d< 
a  day  to  improve  in  vice-  and  debauchery,  which  the  I 
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hath  ififtftuteil  to  be  a  jday  for  his  own  wot  (hip,  and  for 
our  improvement  io  piety  and  devotion  ! 

It  is  for  remedying  thefe  woeful  abufes  of  the  Sabbath 
that  I  have  written  the  enfuing  treatife  $  and,  to-  make  it 
more  generally  ufeful  to  the  poor.  I  have  (hoftened  this 
fourth  edition  of  it,  by  leaving  out  the  .Help  of  Prayer 
which  was  fubjoined  to  the  former,  and  poffibly  may  be 
afterwards  published  by  itfelf.      I  have  hear  t  of  thr*  ufe- 
fohefe  of  this  treatife  to  Tome  who  have  ?ead  it :   Q  that. 
.  God  would  blefs  it  to  many  more,  and  raajce  it  the  m>:ani ; 
topreferve  and  promote  the  love  and  efteem  of  the  Lord's 
day  io  the  hearts  of  many  !   As  ferious  godlinefs  never 
did,  fo  it  never  will  thrive  nor  flourifh  in  the  world    when 
or  where  the  Lord's  day  is  difregarded  :  Long  experience 
confirms  it,  that  the  fin  of  Sabbath- breaking  is  a  woeful 
inlet  to  impiety  and  profanenefs :  They  who  once  begin 
to  make  little  difference  betwixt  the  Lord's  day  and  other 
and  other  days,  will  eaiily  be  brought  to  make  little  dif- 
ference betwixt  the   Lords  name  and  orher  names,  the 
Lord's  table  and  other  tables,  the   Lord's  book  and  other 
books:  Whereas  a  confeientious  regard  to  his  holy  day 
m  a  ftrong  fence  to  religion,  bein^    a  mighty   aw- band 
Qpon  the  foul  again  ft  the  commifljon  of  fin.  and  the  ne- 
glcft  of  duty.     The  Lord's  day  is  an  unfpeakable  blefling 
to  aloft  world,,  and   the  fweeteft  d*y  that  ever  dawned 
upon  it}  it  ought  to  be  the  delight  of  our  fouls,  and  re- 
joicing of  our  hearts.     Every   wife  man,  that  know-  the 
value  of  this  day,  will  have  a  peculiar  efteem  for  it  ab  ve 
all  the  days  of  the   week,  and  will  reckon  every  minute 
of  it  precious,    and  deiire   that   none   of  it  be  mifpent. 
WhatChrift  faid  to  his  difciples  concerning  the  loaves  and 
fifties,  he  fays  to  us  concerning  his  holy  day.  Gather  up  the 
fragments ,    "   Gather  up  the   fpare   hours    and    minutes 
of  it,   count  them    as    precious    as    the    goldfmith    doth 
the  fm all  filings  of  his  gold,  let  r>othing  of   Sibbatn-time 
be  loft,  improve  it  wholly  for  God  and  your  fouls. 

This  treatife  1  recommend  chiefly  to  families,  becaufe 
the  duty  of  fan&ifying  the  Sabbath  doth  nearly  concern 
all  families  as  fuch  :  For  all  governors  of  families  are 
charged,  by  the  fourth  command,  to  fee  that  it  be  done 
to  all  then  dwellings ;  and  by  the  command,  they  are 
made  rcfpoi.fible  for  their  children t  fervants,  and  for  all 
B  2  that 
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that  lodge  ivkbtn  fbiir  gttisi  that  mine  of  then* 
lowed  to  break  the  Sabbath,  If  any  mailers  of  fa 
be  excited  by  this  trtatife  to  mind  their  proper  di 
have  my  reward  ;  birt  let  the  glorious  author  of  tin 
bath  atdne  hate  the  pfaife. 

May  all  of  us  get  grace  to  keep  the  Sabbath  < 
God,  and  chnfe;  the  things  that  pleafe  him,  and  tak< 
of  his  covenant,  that  fo  we  may  be  numbered  : 
thofe  whom  he  will  bring  to  his  bdly  mountain,  and 
joyful  in  his  Ipofe  of  prayer 5    Am*** 


(  «n  ,) 


Some  Inflances  of  the  great  Regard  which  our  Aneiflbrs  ting 
Legj/tators  manifeflcd  to  the  Lora**  Day,  and  of  the  Law* 
and  ABs  made  in  ancient  Time\  for  theftrici  Obfenyution 
of  it j  with  thof*  of  tbit  Nation  and  Church  which  JiiU 
Jlartd  in  Fbrct  5  being  fb  tnnny  Teftmonies  to  the  Mafaf/tf 
if  the  Saibatb,  and,  the  dfoi/u  fnfiituiion  of  tbt  Iprd^'s 
Day. 

I  SHALL  net  ftand  here  to  ttOtice  the  nigh  regard 
tybieh  kings,  prOphets,  and  tightejui  met*  among  the  Jews 
bad  for  the  Sabbath,  recorded  in  the  Old  Teftsrtnent $  the 
paffages  being  obvious  to  thofe  who  are  verfant  in  the  holy 
fcriptures,  fundry  of  winch  are  brought  in,  in  the  follow- 
ing treattfe.  Neither  (haH  I  ftarid  citing  the  teftimorries  of 
learned  rind  pious  divines  at  home  or  abroad,  for  confirm* 
tag  the  doctrine  of  this  treatife 5  feeing  thefe  are  fo  toany 
as  Would  fill  a  vohrrne  by  themielt es.  I  (hall  only  mentiott 
wme  of  thefe  of  more  psbKc  authority,  and  which  may  be^ 
of  greater  weight  with  the  generality  of  readers. 

The  ancient  Chriftrans,  who  rived  neareft  trjfe  apoftles 
times,  ftill  fpoke  of  the  Lord's  day  with  the  bigheft  vend* 
ratidn  atid  refpe&  5  fuch  as  I  gnat  i  in,  juftin  Martyr,  Ter* 
tullian,  and  others  5  who  alfo  give  an  account  of  the  par* 
titular  religious  fet vices  performed  by  Chriftians  on  that 
day.     It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Chriftians  then  commorily 
^ed  that  day  among  themfelves,  thefitfl  day  eftbe1  weeh% 
itd  the  Lories  day,    as  it  is  denominated   in  the  New 
Teftament  $  lrkewife,  they  ftunetimes  called  k  the  eighth 
day,  becaufe  it  fucceeded  the   Jewish  feventh   day,  and 
dame  to  be  celebrated  it  in  the  room  of  it,  and  fee  no  9  to  be 
Jointed  at  by  the  eighth  day  mentioned  by  Ezek.  x'iii.  274 
I  grant  that  fome  of  the  fathers,  faeh  as  Juflin  and  Ter* 
fttltian,  in  their  apologies  to  the  heathen  emperors,  called 
this  day  Sunday  ;  the  reafbn  whereof  is  plain,  they  were* 
fpcaking  to  heathens,  who  always  called  this  day  by  thai 
riame,  and  fa  would  not  hare  known  certainly  what  d*f 
they  meant,  if  they  had  not  called  it  Sunday  •,  which  name 
indeed  was  given  it  by  the  heathens,  becaufe  of  their  de- 
dicating this  day  to  the  fun,  which  was  the  chief  of  the* 
planetary  gods  worshipped  by  them.     But  bow,  when  that 
teafcn  h  ceafed,  and  Chriiiians  fpetk  of  this  day  among 

themfelvcs% 
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themfelves,  it  is  not  proper  to  give  it  the  name  of  Sunday 
any  more. 

With  what  efteem  and  veneration  d^h  Ipnatius,  tfiat 
ardent  martyr,  fpcak  of  this  day,  in  hi«  epiftle  to  the 
Magntfians?  faith  he,  *  Let  us  not  JewiuVy  fabb*tixe, 
i  but  let  ns  reft  fpiritually  ;  and,  inftead  of  the  old   Sab- 

*  bath,  let  every  lover  of  .  hrift  celebrate  the  LORD'S 

*  DAY,  the  bell  and  mod  eminent  of  days,  in  which  our 

*  Life  arr.fc  ' 

So  ftr  dly  was  thi«=  day  fct  apart  by  the  ancients  for 
public  devotion,  that  very  early  the  fynod  of  llltberis  or- 
dained, '  That  if  any  man 'dwelling  in  a  city  (where 
4  churches  are  near  at  hand)  mould  for  three  Lord's  days 

*  keep  from  church,  he  mould  be  fufpended  from  cora- 

*  muni  on   with  the  church.' 

In  the  fourth  century,  the  Hiftorian  Eufebtus  teljs  ~qs, 
that  Cor.ftantine  the  Great,  the  firft  Chriftian  emperor, 
iffued  an  edift,  requiring  the  whole  Roman  empire  tP  qb- 
ferve  the  LORD's  DAY,  in  memory  of  thofe  things 
which  were  done'  by  the  common  Saviour  of  all  men  ;  and 
bearing  that  he  counted  that  day  the  bed  and  chief  of 
days,  truly  the  LORDS  and  a  day  of  falvation  \  and  that; 
he  ordered  his  army  to  iff  r  up  prayers  to  God,  and  re- 
quired all  men  every  where  to  apply  themfelves  to  reli- 
gious woifhip $  and  that  no  work  nor  any  thing  mould  be 
allowed  to  hinder  their  prayers  and  devotions  that  day* 

We  read  alfo  of  many  ancient  lav\s  made  by  kings  in 
England,  prohibiting  all  kinds  of  fervile  work,  merchan-  . 
dife  or  traffic,  on  the  Lord's  day,  upon  very  fevere  penal- 
ties ;  3S  that  made  by  King  lna  about  the  year  688,  that 
made. by  King  Alfred  in  the  year  876,  that  made  by 
Edward  hi<  fon  about  the  year  912,  that  made  by  King 
Edgar  about  the  year  966,  which  lequired  that  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  day  (hould  bcg'n  from  nine  o'clock 
on  Saturday  night :  Alfo  that  law.  made  by  King  Canute  ' 
about  the  year  J  02b,  to  the  fame  effect  with  that  of  Ed- 
gar's, and  more  particularly  and  ft r icily  forbidding  all 
trade,  and  all  meetings  of  people  fox  fecular  affairs  or  con- 
verfes  j  requiring  them  to  abftain  from  huntin.g  and  every 
worldly  employment  on  this  day. 

.  To  the  fame  purpole  might  be  adduced  many  canons  of 
ecclcfiaftical  fy«od$  andvcouncils  in  England,  France,  Ger- 
many, and  other  nations  *7  a  great  number  whereof  we  find 
collected  by  Pr  Francis  White,  bifhop  of  Ely,  in  1635. 

Like  wife 
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Like  wife  we  find  great  zeal  manifefted  bv  a  convocation 
of  the  Scots  derey  fur  the  Lord's  day,  at  tbeir  meeting  at 
Perth  in  the  year  i  ;8c.  as  narrated  by  Archbiihop  Spotif- 
wood :  Thry  ordained,  that  every  Saturday  from  twelve 
o'clock  (hould  be  fct  apart  for  preparation  for  the  Lord's 
day ;  a>'d  that  all  the  people  on  Saturday  evening,  at  the 
found  of  the  bell,  (hou'd  addrtf.  themfelves  to  hear  pray- 
ers, and  [hould  abflain  from  worldly  labours  till  Monday 
morning. 

But  I  fhall  pafs  from  thefe  more  ancient  lavrs  and  canons, 
to  give  a  brief  aecount  of  fome  acts  of  ParlJaroent  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  which  are  now  in  force,  for  obser- 
ving the  Lord's  day  j  and  which  all  magiftrates  of  burghs, 
juftices  of  peace,  and  other  judges,  (hould  and  might  exe- 
cute prefently,  if  they  were  difpofed  to  do  it. 

h  England  Primo  Car.  I.  cap.  i.  *  Forafmuch  as  there 
4  is  nothing  more  acceptable   so   God  than  the  true  and 

*  fincere  vvorfhip  of  him  according  to  his  holy  will,  ani 
'"that  the  holy  keeping  of  the  Lord's  day  is  a  principal 
'  part  of  the   true  fervice  of  God,  which  in  very  many 

*  places  of  this  realm  hath  been,  and  now  is,  projaned  and 

*  aegle&ed  by  disorderly  forts  of  people  :   It  is  therefore 

*  enafted,  That  there  fhall  be  no  more  meetings,  affem- 
blies,  or  concourfe  of  people  on  the  Lord's  day,  for  any 

*  fport  and  paftimes  whatffcever,'  &c. 

Tertio  Car.  1.  cap.  i.  it  is  enacted,  *  That  no  carrier, 
1  carman,  wainman,  nor  drover  of  cattle,  (hall  travel  on 
1  the  Lord's- day,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  twenty  (hillings; 

*  Nor  any  butcher  (hall  be  allowed  to  kill  or  fell  meat,' 
&c. 

V\g$fimo  nono  Car.  II.  cap.  7.  it  is  enacted,  *  That  all 
1  the  laws  enacted  and  in  force  concerning  the  obfervation 
1  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  repairing  to  the  church  thereon, 

*  be  carefully  put  in  execution  :  And  that  all  and  every 
1  perfbn  and  perfons  whatfoever  fhall  on  every  Lord's  day 
1  apply  themfelves  to  the  obfervation  of  the  fame,  by  ex- 

*  ercifii:g  themfelves  thereon  in  the  duties  of  piety  and 
4  true  religion  publicly  and  privately  *,  and  that  no  tradef- 

*  man,  artificer,  workman,  labourer,  or  other  perfon 
1  whatfoeVer,  (hall  do  or  exercife  any  worldly  labour,  bu- 
'  finefs,  or  work  of  their  ordinary  callings  upon  the  Lord's 
.*  days,  or  any  part  thereof  (work4|pf  neceffity  and  chari- 

*  ry  only  excepted  ;)  And  that  every  perfon,  being  of 
4  the  age  of  fourteen  years  und  trairattte,  offending  in 

4  tke 
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4  tfopMBifet,  (ball,  for:£rery  fuck  ei&cice,  forfeit  tfrtyji 
*■  fum  of  five  (hillings ;    and  that  no.  perfej)  or  perfonj 

*  whatever  (hall  publicly  cry,  (hew  'forth,  or  cxpofe  to 
/*  (ale,  any  wares,  merchant ife 8,  fruity  herbs,  goods*  fit 

c  chattels  whatfoever  upon  the  LortTa  <Uj»  or  POJ  Wt 

*  thereof,  upon  pain  that  every  pejfqja  fp  offending  (hall 
4  forfeit  the  fame  goods,  fo  cried/Vr  ftewei.  forth,  ^ 

*  expofed  to  fele .'  ....  ifu^- 

It  is  further  ena&ed,  '  That  no  drover,  h6rfe?c€|urjtffg 
4  vaggoner,  butcher,  bigler,  they  or  any  of  their ierva^ts, 

*  ihall  travel  dr  come  wu>  his  pr  their  inn  pr  lodging  Upon. 
'  the  Lord's  day,  or  any   part  thereof,  itpon  p^io  tbajt" 

*  each  and  every  fuch  offender  (hall  forfeit  twenty  £Mf> 

*  lings  for  every  fuch  offence.     And: if  any  other  pej&q 

*  travels  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  (hould  {hen  fee  rpbb^d*. 
4  the  hundred  is  not  to  be  anfwerable  for  k  y  and  !*Wtjeyer * ' 

*  the  perfon  lofes,  he  is  barred  from  bringing  any  a&i&i  , 
4  for  fuch  robberies.     No  waterman  is  to  be  employf  dfia 

*  travel,  except  as  lieenfcd  for  any  extraordinary  acc&fifln/ 
4  Bio  perfon  is  allowed  to  or  fervc,  execute,  or  caufe  to  Jb2 
4  ferved  or  executed,  any  writ,  procefr,  warrant,  order,, 
4  judgment,  or  device,  except  in  cafes  of  treafoa,  felony^; 
4  ojr  breach  of  the  peace.  The  impeachment  of  off  n^ef^ 
4  is  to  fee  within  ten  days,  and  a  third,  part  of  ^e  &?'<• 
4  feitures  is  appointed  to  the  profecutor,'  &c*       " ' ,  %/f 

^ 
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SotHt  Acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Scot/and  for  the  retigipui 
Oifervation  of  the  Lord's  Dat^  which  JiUfand  in  forces 

JAMES,  Vf.  Pari.  6.  chap.  71.  It  is  enafted,  *  That 
1  there  be  no  markets  on  the  SaBbath-day  :  And  that  no 
1  gaining,  playing,  paffing  to  taverns  and  ale-boufes,  or 
1  felling  of  meat  or  drink,  or  wilful  remaining  from  the 
4  parim-kirk  in  time  of  fermon  or  prayers,  upon  the  Sab- 

*  bath-day,  be  ufed,  under  the  pains  of  twenty  {hillings 
1  Scots  :  And  who  refuse,  ol  are  unable  to  pay  the  faid 
4  p*ios,,  (hall  be  put  and  holden  in  the  docks,  or  fuch 
1  other  engine  for  public  punimment,  for  the  fpace  ojE 

•  *  twenty-tour  hours,*  &c. 

Charles  II.  Pari  A3.  1.  18.  intitled.  At  for  the  due 
Afirvation  of  the  hordes,  day  ;  which  act  doth  difcharge, 
1  All  going  of  fait- pans,  mills*  or  kilns,  under  the  pains 
of  twenty  pounds  Scots,  to  be  paid  by  the  heritors  and 
poffeffbrs  thereof :  and  a  Ho  all  falmon  timing,  hiring  of 
inearers,  carrying  of  loads,  keeping  of  markets,  or  ufing 
of  merchandise  upon  the  faid  day,  and  all  other  profa- 
nation thereof,  under  the  pain  of  ten  pound  Scots,  the 
one  half  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  (aid  fi flier  or  (hearer 
hired,  and  the  other  half  by  the  per  ferns  hiring.     And 
if  the  offender  be i  not  able  to  pay  the  laid  penalties* 
that  he   be    exemplatily    punifhed    in  his  body   ac- 
cording to  the  merits  of  his  fault.     This  a 61  is  again 
ratified,  Chart.  II.  Pari.  2  Seff  3.  chap.   22.      Like- 
wife  it  is  ratified  by  K    William,   Pari.   1.  June.  15. 
^93.     And  alfo,  that  parliament  made  feveral  new 
laws  to  the  faid  purpofe,  June   28.    1605,  October  9. 
'696.  January  3i     1701*     And  in  thefe  ads,  .they  ra- 
tify, renew,  and  revive,  all  former  laws  againft  Sab- 
bath-breaking, and  ftri&ly  require  and  enjoin  all  infe- 
rior magiftrates  to  put  the  fame  to  exact  and  punctual 
execution  againft  all  perfons  without  exception  \  with 
certification,  that  any  magistrate  that  (hall  refufe,  ne- 
glefi  or  delay,  to  execute  the  faid  laws,  upon  applica- 
tion of  any  rainifter  or   kirk-fefiion,  .or   any    perfoh  in 
their  name,  informing  and  offering  fufficient  probation^ 
/hall  be  liable  totus  quo  tie  \   to  a.  fine  of  an  hundred 
pounds  Scots  by  the  Lords'  of  Seffion,'  &c. 
Litewife    our  Sovereignty  upon  their  coming  to  ,the 
throne,  do  ftill  emit  proclamations  for  executing  the  laws. 
Vbl.  IV.  C  againft 
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againft  Sabbath- breaking,  and  other  vices  *,  and  when 
they  charge  all  magi  ft rates  and  judges  to   fqpprefs  s 

{iunifli  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day  by  gaming,  i 
ing  of  liquors,  and  otherwife  ;  and  they  require  and  co 
rnand  all  perfons  whatfoever,  decently  and  reverently 
attend  the  wo  (hip  of  God  on  every  Lord's  day,  on  p 
of  their  higheft  difpleafure,  and  with  being  proceed 
againft  with  the  urmoft  rigour  that  may  be  by  law. 

To  thefe  aft?  of  parliament  and  proclamations,  I  mtg 
fubjoin  fome  afts  of  the  general  afferably  of  the  church 
Scotland  againft  Sabbath- breaking,  and  for  the  betl 
obfervation  of  the  Lord's  djy.  Many  fuch  ads  ha 
they  maHe  fince  our  reformation  from  popery  :  I  (h 
only  mention  a  few  of  them. 

Aff.  .6^9,  at  Edinburgh  Auguft  20.     They  made 
aft  in  titled,  Act  anent  keeping  0) r  tbe  Lories  d*y9  in  whi 
we  have  thefe  words  :  •  The  General  Affembly  reeoi 

*  mend  to  the  frveral  presbyteries  the  execution  of  t 
'  old  afts  of  ^flemblies  againft  the  breach  of  the  Ss 
'  bath  day,  by  going  of  mills,  fait- pans,  falmon-fiuii 

*  or  any  fuch  like  labour/  &c. 

AJJ.  1646,  at  Edinburgh,  June  18.      They  made 
aft  intitled,  Act  agaimt  toofing  of  Jbipt  and  barks  on  i 
Lord' 4- day,  which  runs  thus  :  *  The  General  Affemb 

*  underftanding  how  much  the  Lord's  day  is  profaned 
'  (kippers  and  other  fea-faring  men,  do  the  re  fort  d 
'  charge  and  inhibit  all  (kippers  and  failors  to  begin  a 

*  voyage  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  to  loofe  any  (hips,  barl 

*  or  boats  out  of  the  harbour  or  road  upon  that  da; 

*  And  who  (hall  do  on  the  contrary  thereof,   (hall 

*  cenfured  as  profaners  of  the  Sabbath.9 

A/F*  1699,  at  Edinburgh,  January  30.  in  their  aft 
gain  ft  profanenefs,  they  have  thefe  words  :  '  The  Gei 
'  ral  Affembly  recommends  to  kirk-feflions  and  presby 

*  ries,  the  vigorous,  impartial,  and  yet  prudent  exerc 
'   of  difcipline  againft  all  immorality  ;    efpeCially  drui 

*  ennefs  and  filthinefs,  curling,  fwearing,  and  profani 
4  the  Lord's  day,  which  too  much  abound :  And  tl 
'  they  apply  to  the  magiftrate  for  the  execution  of  1 

*  good  laws  made  againft  immorality  and  profaneni 

*  And  feeing  it  is  obferved,  that  in  burghs,  efpecia 

*  thofc  of  the  greateft  refort,  as  Edinburgh,  many  fit ' 
1  late  in  taverns,  efpecially  on  the  Saturday's  night,  s 
'  men  of  bufinefc  pretend  they  do  it  for  the  relax  at  ioi 

'  tl 
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their  minds  $  through  which,  fome  negleft  thf  public 

1  worlhip  of  the  Lord's  day  in  the  forenoon,  and  others 

1  attend   the  worlhip  drowfily  :    Therefore  the  General 

(  Affembly  recommends  it  to  all  minifters,  where  fuch 

'  fiaf nl .  cuftoms  are,  to  reprefent  to  the  people,  both 

'  publicly  and  privately,  the  fin  and  evil  thereof;  and  to 

1  call  them  to  redeem  that  time  which  they  have  free 

'  from  bufinefc,  and  to  employ  it  in  coaverfe  with  God, 

':ftbptt  their  fouls  .date,  and  in  preparation  for  the  Sab- 

* jbath j  which  will  yield  more  delight  than  all  fenfual 

'  pleafures  can  do.     And  the  General  Affembly  befeech 

•■and  exhort  all  magistrates  of  burghs  to  be  affiftaut  to 

4  minifters  in  inquiring  into  and  reforming  fuch  abufes.' 

4/T'  *795>  a*  Edinburgh,  April  io.    '    The   General 

4  AJfembly,  taking  to  their  ferious  confide  ration  the  great 

*  (profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  by  multitudes  of  people 
(  Faguing  idly  upon  the  ftreets  of  tjie  city  of  Edinburgh, 
'pier  and  Ihore  of  Leith,  in  .St  Anns-yard,  and  the 

5  Queen Vpark,  and  in  diverfe  places  about  Edinburgh  •, 

*  and  considering  the  profanation  of  the   Lord's  day  in 

*  other  places,  by  unneceflary  traveling  and  otherways  ; 
4  and  tbe   General  Amenably  being  deeply  fen  fib  Je  of 

*  the  great  dishonour  done  to  the  holy  Go^,  and  of  the 
Vapcn  contempt  oi  God  and  man,  .manifefted  by  (ueb 
4  heaven- daring  profanenefs,  to  the  expo&ig  of  the  nt» 
1  tionto  the  Jbeavie^  judgments  -y  therefore  they  dp,  in 
\  the  fiear  of  God,  earneftly  exhort  all  their  reverend 

*  brethren  of   the  miniftry,   and.  QtHer  officers  of  the 

*  church,  to  contribute  their  utjnoft  endeavours,  in  their 
'  ftations  for  fupprefling  fuch  grofs  profanation  of  the 
'  Lord's  day,  by  a. vigorous  and  impartial,  yet  prudent 
4  exercife  of  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  and  by  holding 

*  hand  to  the  execution  of  the  laudable  laws  of  the  na- 
?  tion  againft  the  guilty,  in  fuch  a  way  and  manner  as  is 
'  allowed  by  law.  And,  becaufe  the  concurrence  and 
1  afliftanee  of  the  civil  government  will  be  absolutely  ne- 
(  ceffary  for  the  better  curbing  and  re  ft  raining  of  this 
1  crying  fin,  the  General  Affembly  do  hereby  appoint 
1  their  commifiion  to  be  nominate  by  them,  to  addrefs 
1  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  her  Majefty's  pri- 
4  vy  council,  that  their  Lordfhips  may  be  pleaied  to  pvc 
1  fuch  orders,  and  take  fuch  couries,  for  retraining  fuch 
4  abufes,  as  they  in  their  wifdom  (hall  iudge  moil  ef- 
4  feftual.' 

4P- 
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AJT.  *7c8,  at  Edinburgb,  April  37.  4  Forafmuchas  im- 

*  miters  from  diverfe  parts 'of  this  national  churc^  do  re- 
'  prefent,  that  there  is  a  general  profanation  of  the 
4  Lord's  day  by  travelling  tnereupon^  carding  goods, 

*  driving  cattle,  and  other  abufes,  to  the  great  fcandal  of 
4  religion,    and    manifeft   breach  of  many  good    laws  ; 

*  therefore  the* General  Affembly  did,  and- hereby  do 
'  appoint  each  pr%sbytery  within  this  churcft,  -SA  hotn'u 
€  nate  two  or  three  of  their  number,  to  attend  the  Lords 
4  Commiffioners  of  Judiciary  at  their  fir  ft  circuit  that 
'  falls  to  be  in  their  bonds,  and  to  reprefent  to  their  Lord* 

*  (hips  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  by  the  forefaid 

•  wicked  and  finful  practices  :  And  the  General  Affem- 
'  bly  do  feriouUy  recommend  to  the  faid  Lords  of  Jufti- 

•  xaary^to  tatte/foclTen^cTual'couTfes  as.  they' in; Their 

•  wifdom  {hall  think  fit,  to  reflrain  and  punifh  the  afore- 
'  faid  abufes  ;  which  the  Affembly  will  acknowledge  as 

•  a  lingular  fervice  done  to  God  and  his  church.      And 

•  they  do,  in  th^meari  time,  injoin  all  the  xninifters  of 
*'  *&*  church,  from  their  pulpits,  to  advertife  their  P<?V 
'  pie  among  wjiam  fuch  prances  are,  of  the  great  hwjtaJH 

*  their  immortal  fouls  are  in  by  fuch  courfes,'  &c.  By 
all  which  we  may  clearly  fee  what  a  high  efteem  eur 
zealous  and  £o£ly  anceftors  had  of  the  Lord's  day;,  and 
df  what  great  importance  they  judged  the  due  obferva* 
tlori  of  this  holy  dav  is  to  the  intereft  of  true  religio* 
add  godlinefs  !  And  O  what  a  pity  is  it,  that  we,  who 
fucceed  them,  (hould  come  fo  far  fhort  of  them  in  zeal 
for  (ancxifyihg  the 'Lord's  day!  O  that'  all  magi  ft  rates 
Srid  minifters  were  animated'  to  ihew  a  due  concern  for 
the  honour  of  this  holy  day,  as  id  former  times.  A  plea*' 
fant  token  would  this  be  of  the  revival  of  decayed  reli* 
jion  arucmg  us. 
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^trl-QD,  in  hi«>  infinite  goodnefs  to  fallen  mankind,. 
VJP  ^as  ^ttn  plrafed  to  give  as  the  Holy  Bible,'  for' 
c&onical  fcriptures,  as  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  man- 
imr  containing  at  large  the  great  truth*,  duties  anlf 
concerns  of  the  Chriftian  religion. '  And  thefe  we  hav£ 
tfttefly  comprifed  in  three  iuccin&  compend*,  which 
ifc  dwned  and  received  by  all  Chriftians j  viz.  the  A? 
jojttes  (reedy  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the  Lord's  prayer 9 
'  and  the  decahgue  ;  the  firft  being  the  fum  of  our  rr#- 
Atnda,  the  fecoud  oi  o\xx  peUnda>  and  the  third  of  oof 
facienda. 

The  Decalogue  or  Ten  Commandments,  which  were 
folemnly  delivered  to  the  people  of  Ifrael  from  mount 
Sinai,  do  contain  the  moral  law ;  being  a  fixed  and  per- 
petual rule  of  righteoufnefc,  which  God  hath  given  to 
be  obfeved  by  all  mankind,  in  all  ages  and  periods,  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  This  is  that  law  which  the  royal 
pfalmift'fo  much  admires  and  commends,  and  makes 
his  chief  fubjc&  in  feveral  pfalms,  particularly  xix.  and 
cxix.  which  deferyes  our  fpecial  notice,  and  high  efteem 
in  that  refpe£t. 

The  moral  law,  differs  vaflly  in  its  nature  from  that 
of  a  pofitive  law,  which  commands  or  prohibits  things 

that 
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tliat  before  were  indifferent,  and  only  become  good  or 
evil  by  the  virtue  of  the  command,  and  not  otherwife :: 
Such  was  tjUat  command  to  our  firft  parent^  concern- 
ing their  eating  of  the  tree  of  knowledge ;  fuch  were 
the  ceremonial,  and  many  of  the  judicial  laws,  given  to 
the  Jews  :  Thefe  were  binding  only  upon  particular 
perfons,  and  lafted  but  for  a  time.  But  the  moral  law, 
contained  in  the  Decalogue,  is  of  univerfal  and  perpe- 
tual obligation  to  every  rational  creature,  and  can  nevef 
be  abrogated^  nor  difpenfed  with  •,  feeing  it  is  evidently 
founded  upon,  and  agreealjle  to  the  dictates  of  the  light 
of  nature,  and  the  principles  of  found  reafon,  naturally 
engraven  on  man's  heart. 

This  moral  law  God  hath  divided  into  tvn  tables, 
Deut.  y.  22.  In  the  firft  table,  we  have  the  firft  four 
commandments,  which  immediately  belong  unto  the 
honour  of  God,  and  inftru&  us  in  the  duties  we  owe 
to  him.  In  the  fecond  table,  we  have  the  laft  ft*  com- 
t  inandments,  which  rcfpe£fc  the  welfare  of  our  neigh- 
bours, and  teach  us  our  duty  towards  them.   >      :;• 

As  all  God's  works  are  very  beautiful  in  their  order, 
fo  are  the  Ten  Commandments,  which  have  their  place 
and  rank  affigned  them,  according  to  the  dignity  of 
the  duties  commanded,  and  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  fins 
forbidden.  As  for  the  firft  table,  the  order  of  its  com. 
mands  is  admirable  ;  for  the  firft  command  determines 
the  right  objeft  of  our  worftip ;  viz.  the  eternal  and 
only  true  God.  The  fecond  directs  to  the  means  of 
worftip ;  viz.  that  they  be  only  thofe  of  God's  inftiT 
tuting,  and  not  images,  or  means  of  our  devifing. 
The  third  appoints  the  manner  of  our  worihip,  that  it 
be  with  awful  fear  and  reverence  ;  without  blafpheni- 
ing  or  prophaning  of  his  name.  The  fourth  command- 
ment ipecifies  the  right  time  or  feafon  to  be  employed 
in  his  folemn  worftiip,  viz.  one  day  in  feven,  whiih  is 
the  fubjeifc  of  the  enfuing  treatife,  the  dciign  whereoi 
is  to  promote  the  religious  observation  of  the  Chriftian 
Sabbath,  as  the  tbeft  mean  to  revive  religion  when  it 
falls  under  decay,  and  to  maintain  it  in  its  hfe  and 
pewer  where  it  is. 

Tira< 


Concerning  the  Morality,  of  tie  Sobbmtt.  £g 

» *  Time  is  a  jewel  of  ineftimable  worth,  and  upon  the 
management  of  it  depends  the  falvatton  of  out  immortal 
fouls  for  $ver ;  and  therefore  it  can  never  be  enough 
valued,  nor  too  carefully  tmproven.  Time  is  a  golden 
ftream,  continually  running  down  by  us  out  of  one 
eternity  into  another ;  and  yet  its  worth  is  feldom  taken 
notice  pf  until  it  is  quite  paft  away  frorn  us.  How 
fadly  do  we  verify  that  word  of  Solomon  i  Eccl.  ix.  12. 
"  Man  knoweth  not  his  time." 

Bat  of  all  time,  Sabbath-time  is  the  moft  preciour, 
add  (hould  be  redeemed  with  the  greater!  care,  as  that 
upon  which  our  falvation  depends  in  a  peculiar  manner. 
It  is  the  time  in  which  the  holy  Spirit  is  especially  at 
work  fcp  convincing  converting,  and  edifying  the  fouls 
of  men  ;  it  is  the  time  fet  apart  by  infinite  Wifdojn  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  creature,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Creator :  And  therefore  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  every  one  to 
enquire,  how  this  time  is  to  be  im proven  aright.  Now, 
io»  their  encouragement  and  affiftance  in  this  matter,  i 
propofe  to  infift  chiefly  upon  two  beads :  '1.  To  evince 
the  morality  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  divine  appoint* 
went  of  the  Lord's  day.  a.  Give  dure&ions  how  to 
faftftify  it  aright. 


CHAP,.    I, 

Concerning  the  Morality  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Divine 
appointment  of  the  Lord*}  Day. 

IN  order  to  the  handling  of  this  fubjeft  the  more 
clearly  and  methodically,  I  (hal!, ,  through  the  di- 
vine affiftance,  propofe  and  refolve  feveral  qtleftions 
relative  to  it. 

Que  ft.  I.   What  is  the  proper  ftgnificnthn  and  impnt  $f 
the  'name  Sabbat  b,  fo  commonly  in  ufe  among  us  T 

Anpwer.     The  name  Sabbath  is  a  Hebrew  word, 
fignifying  rej}}  the  Sabbath  being  a  day  of  holy  reft  : 

i)d 
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and  it  is  fo  called,  becaufe  God  hath  en  joined  us  to  vefr  • 
this  day  from  our  earthly  work  and  labour,  that  we 
may  folemnly  call  to  mind  his  refting  from  his  works, 
both  of  creation  and  redemption ;  publicly  adore  him 
therefore,  folace  our  fouls  in  his  goodnefs,  repofe  and 
reft  in  die  arms  of  his  mercy,  and  meditate  upon  that 
u  eternal  reft  which  remains  for  the  people'  of  Gmff 
in  the  other  world. 

This  being  the  true  import  and  meaning  of  the  word 
Sabbath,  we  ftill  retain  it,  and  commonly  ufe  it  to  Gg- 
nify  the  Lord's  day,  our  Chriitian  Sabbath. 

There  \are  fomc  indeed  who  are  offended  -at  the  re* 
taining  of  the  name'Sabbarh,  under  the  New  Teftament 
times,  pretending  that  it  is  properly  Jewifh  ;  though,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  are  fond  of  the  words  prieit  and 
altar,  which  are  much  more  'fo.  But  it  is  furely  % 
miftake  to  (ay,  that  the  name  Saobath  is  Jewiih,  ot 
peculiar  to  the  Jews,  and  fo  not  to  be  ufed  by  (Jhri* 
ftians :  For  we  fee  the  Lord  gives  it  that  name  in  the 
moral  law,  which  is  of  nerpetual  ufe,  binding  Chriftians 
as  much  as  Jews  *  "  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  te- 
fceep  it  holy."  So  it  was  not  the  Jew*,  but  the  great 
God,  that  gave  the  Sabbath  its  name.  Nay,  Chrift  our 
Saviour  doth,  in  the  Ne*1  Teftament,  call  his  own  day 
by  the  name  of  Sabbath,  Matth  xxiv.  20.  "  Pray  ye 
that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter,  nor  on  the  Sab* 
bath  day.9'  Now,  it  is  evident,  that  our  Lord  doth 
there  mean  the  Chriftian  Sabbath,  or  his  own  day;  for 
he  is  not  only  fpeaking  to  Chriftians,  but  concerning 
the  flight  of  Chriftians,  which  he  knew  was  to  fall  out 
forty  years  after  thar  Jewifh  Sabbath  was  abolifhed,  and 
the  Lord's  day  co/e  into  its  place.  Surely  he  would 
not  bid  Chriftian^  pray  that  their  flight  might  not  fall 
on  the  Jewifh  S  Abat! ,  when  he  both  fore  fa  w,  and  in- 
tended, that  then  they  would  reckon  themfelves  under 
no  obligation  to  obferve  t!ie  Jewifh  Sabbath,  nor  under 
anv  reftrain't  jof  fleeing  or  travelling  on  that  day  u 
(wnich  even  the  Jews.therofelvcs  believed  at  that  time, 
they  might  lawfully  do  in  time  of  eminent  hazard^  as 
appears  by  the  decree  which  they  m  ade  relative  thereto 
under  the  Hafmonians)  and  therefore  he  muft  mean 

the 


tffiPChriftian  SabbatH,  upon  which  he  bids  ChriftiatlV 
pWy  that  their  flight  may  not  happen.    Not  that  it  wasr 
wfhwful  for  them  to  flte  d*  travfel  oh  that  day  in  time ' 
of  dinger y  bat  becauft  it  would  be  a  great  addition  to 
their  trouble,  if  their  flight  (hould  happen  at  fuch  fc 
titer,  as  to  deprive  them  of  the  opportunity  of  God's 
woYfhip  and  ordinances* 

It  is  of  no  weight,  what  is  obje&edby  fomt,  that 
thfe  Chrtftiatrt/  whb  'lived  ih  Jadea  among  the  Jews, 
could  not  be  allowed  by'  them  to  travel  on  their  Sab- 
bath, and  therefore  (fay  they)  Chrift  bids  them  pray 
that  their  flight  hiignt  not  foil  upon  it.     For  in  the 
Jif/l  plait,  The  Jews  not  having  the  government  then 
in  their  hands,  they  had  no  power  of  restraining  o* 
punifhing  of  crimes,    idly.   The  time  which  Chrift ' 
lpfeaks  of  was  a  time  of  war  and  confufion,  occafioned 
by  the  Roman  arrnres  invading  the  land,  when  no  no- 
tice could  be  taken  of  fuch  cafes  as  travelling  on  the 
SaWbath.     %ilyf   The  moft  fuperftitious  were  at  that 
tinlg  put  to  flee  and  travel  as  well  as  the  Chriftians  j 
wRrch  they  then  thought  it  lawful  to  do,  as  we  told 
before.     ^My,  If  Chrift  had  fpoke  fo  concerning  the 
Jewilh  Sabbath,  it  had  laid  fome  foundation  for  Chri- 
stians to  fall  into  miftakes  concerning  the  obligation  of 
tlie  Jewilh  Sabbath,  and  other  ctremonics:  which,  to 
be  fure,  our  Lord  would  not  have  given  theih.     And, 
if  there  had  been  any  fuch  occafion  given,  the  Judaiz* 
ing  Chriftians  would  certainly  have  improven  it  againft 
the  apoftles  5  which  yet  we  do  not  find.     Laftly%  Th« 
learned  Owen,  Durham,  Brown,  and  other  writers  on 
this  fabje&,  underftand  Chrift  as  fpeaking  in  this  place 
of  i!ie  Chriftian  Sabbath. 

But  granting  that  the  name  Sabbath  were  indeed 
Jewith  and  improper,  (as  fome  would  have  it)  yet  I 
am  fure  it  is  (till  preferable  to  that  of  Sunday,  which 
is  tttiiy  HeatheniuV  though  commonly  ufed  by  them  in 
their  liturgy  to  the  offence  of  many  Chriftians  :  For  it 
is  well  known  that  the  Heathen  idolaters  ca  led  thig 
day  Sunday,  becaufe  of  their  dedicating  it  to  the  created 
Sun,  which  was  the  chief  of  their  planetary  gods  that 
they'  ordinarily  worfhipped,  as  may  be  gathered  aJfo 
Vol.  IV.  D  from 
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from  2  Kings  xxiii.  5.  Ezek.  viii.  16.  And  |hejDp*> 
fome  of  the  ancient  Heathens  (of  whom  TertulK?£* 
{peaks)  fancied  that  the  Sun  was  the  God  of  the  Chri- 
stians, becaufe  they  celebrated  the  firft  day  of  thi^ 
week. 

I.  know  it  is  objected,  that  fome  of  the  primitive 
apologifts  for  Chridianity,  as  J  u  ft  in  Martyr  and  TertuL— 
Jian,  in  their  writings,  call  the  Lord's  day  Sundays— 
But  the  reafon  of  their  fo  doing  is  plain j  they  wer0 
writing  to  Heathens,  to  whom  the  do&rines  of  Qui— 
ftianjty  and  v  ftitution  of  the  Lord's  day  were  thing0 
new  and  ft  range,  and  who  would  not  have  known  whaf 
day  they  meant,  if  they  had  fpoken  of  the  Lord's  day  9 
and  therefore  they  call  it  by  the  name  they  gave  it^ 
Sunday:  For  when  we  treat  with  others,  we  mult 
exprefs  things  by  the  names  that  are  common  and  cur- 
rent among  them,  unlefs  we  intend  to  be  barbarian^ 
to  them. 

But  the  primitive  Chriftians  did  not  ufe  to  call  icn 
Sunday  among  themfelves,  but,  commonly,  the  Lord'v 
day,  not  the  Sabbath  ;  partly  to  diftinguifh  it  from  thes=- 
Jewilh  Sabbath  that  was  fo  lately  abolifhed,  and  partly^ 
to  wean  the  Jeuifh  converts  the  more  effectually  from. 
Judajfm      But  the  true  reafon  why  fome  in  tnis  age 
ieem  to  be  offended  at  the  word  Sabbath,  as  being  ap- 
plied to  the  Lord's  day,  is,  becaufe  they  cannot  allow    - 
of  any  thing  that  would  infer  an  obligation  upon  them 
to  keep  fuch  a  drift  holy  reft  upon  the  Chriftian  Sab- 
bath as  the,  Jews  did   upon  their  Sabbath  :  but  I  will 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  this  afterwards. 

1  need  not  ftand  long  here,  to  (hew  the  different  (Sig- 
nifications of  the  word  Sabbath  among  the  Jews  j  «only 
in  a  word,  befide  the  fcventh  day  of  each  week,  or 
weekly  Sabbath,  (which  is  the  mod  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  word  in  fcripture)  it  is  put  alfo  fometimes  to  fig- 
nify  a  whole  week,  becaufe  every  .week  had  a  Sabbath 
included  in  it,  Lev.  xxiii.  15.  "  Seven  Sabbaths  ihall  be 
complete,"  i.  e.  weeks.  The  Pharifte  faith,  Luke  xviii. 
12.  u  I  fad  twics  a  week  ;"  orig.  neujleuo  dis  tou  Sabba- 
iw*  Like  wife  the  word  Sabbath  is,  fometimes  put  to 
Bgnify  feven  years.     Lev.  xxv.  8.  «*  Thou  (halt  number 

unte 
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unto  thee  fcven  Sabbaths  of  years,"  1.  e.  (as  it  is  there 
explained)  (Vveh  times  fcven  years.     Seven  years  was 
[      called  among  the  Jews,  a  Sabbath  of  years,  becaufe 
thfeirhndiefted  from  culture  or  hufb  indry  every  feventh 

Scar,  in  anfwer  to  the  church's  reding  every  feventh 
ay.  Btence  it  is  faidt  Lev.  xxv.  4  "  The  feventh  year 
ftall  be  a  Sabbath  of  reft  unto  the  land  "  B  jfides  this,' 
thejf  had  their  great  fabbatical  year,  or  Jubilee,  which 
w& every  fiftieth  year:  F«»r,  .^ccordinj  t  >  Lev.  xxv  9.. 
the/  were  to  reckon  feven- Sabbaths  of  y-ars,  or  fcven 
times  feven  yrars,  which  is  forty-nine,  and  then  to  ob-* 
ferve  their  Jubilee,  or  fabbatrical  year.  Lajty,  The 
other  facred  feafts  which  the  Jews  kept  monthly  or 
annually,  are  alfo  called  Sabbaths,  in  regard  of  their 
fefting'from  labour  on  thefe  days,  as  on  the  weekly 
Sabbath.  Hence,  Lev.  xxiii.  24.  the  firft  day  of  the, 
feventh  month,  which  was  their  "  feaft  of  trumpets," 
is  called  a  Sabbath :  But  the  weekly  Sabbath  is  com- 
monly called  in  Scripture,  by  way  of  eminency,  the 
Sabbath ;  tb  diftinguifh  it  from  all  other  Sibbath?,  and 
give  it  the  preference  to  all  the  other  feafts  of  the  Jews. 
'%jte/tm  II.  For  what  ends  hath  God  appointed/a 
weekly  Sabbath  ? 

Anf  1.  God  hath  appointed  it  for  manifefling  "of 
his  own  glory,  and  particularly  for  difplaying  his  fo- 
vereign  power,  and  authority  over  all  his  creatures. 
Itmuft  certainly  be  a  high. acknowledgment  of  God's 
Bniverfal  dominion  and  fupremacy,  to  have  all  the  world 
every  week,  in  one  day,  lay  afide  their  own  bufinefs, 
that  they  may  jointly  worfhip  him  in  a  public  and  fo- 
lemn  manner. 

2.  He  appointed  the  Sabbath  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creatures,  and  particularly  in  compaflion  to  fallen. 
man ;  for  he  faw  man's  heart  would  be  fo  glewed  to 
the  world,  fo  drench'd  in  fenfuality,  that,  were  he  left 
to  himfelf,  he  would  not  allow  one  day  in  a  month, 
nay,  in  a  year,  for  divine  worfhip ;  but  would  have 
.drudged  himfelf,  his  fervanrs  and  beafts,  even  to -death 
in  purfuit  of  worldly  things,  without  minding  any 
thing  that  is  better.  Wherefore  a  merciful  God  hath 
ftji&ly  commanded  man  to  reft  one  day  every  week, 
D  2  from 
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from  all  worldly  concerns,  that  thereby  he  might,  la  V- 
manner,  be  laid  under  a  nectffiry  to  mind  his  foul  and 
the  things  of  another  world ;  and,  in  the  mean  time*  the 
poor  toiled  beads,  as  well  as  mens  bodies,  might  have 
fbme  reft  and  cafe,  for  their  prefervation  and  fuppqrU 

But  more  particularly,  the  Sabbath  is  defigned  for 
our  fouls  eternal  welfare  ;  in  regard, 

i.  The  Sabbath  tends  highly  to  our  inftru&ion,  and 
to  the  keeping  up  the  lively  imprefBons  of  the  truths  of  ~ 
Chriftianity  in  our  memories.  The  Sabbath  recurring 
every  week,,  doth  ft  ill  of  new  lay  before  us  a  compen- 
dious view  of  thefe  effential  doctrines.  The  creation  of 
the  worlds  maris  fall*  Chrift^s  incarnation  and  Jatisfaftion% 
his  death,  refurretlion  and  vicJcry%  for  completing  our  re- 
demption :  Be  (ides  that  glorious  and  eternal  reft  ohove% 
provided  for  the  people  of  God. 

2.  It  tends  to  promote  holinefs,  spirituality,  and 
heavenly  mindednefs,  in  us  ;  and  that  two  ways*  i „  B| 
calling  us  off  from  temporal  to  fpiritual  employment. 
Senfual  objects  through  the  week  are  ready  to  alipftatc 
6ur  affections  from  God,  and  wear  fpiritual  things  out 
of  our  minds ;  for  recalling  whereof,  the  Sabbath  fea- 
fonably  returns,  and  prefents  and  entertains  us  with 
divine  objefts. 

2.  By  affording  us  a  lively  emblem  of  heaven,  and 
the  converfation  of  the  glorified  faints,  in  celebrating 
that  eternal  Sabbath  above  :  For,  as  in  heaven  there  is 
no  buying,  felling,  nor  any  worldly  buGncfe,  but  a  con** 
tinual  fpeaking  of  God,  enjoying  communion  with  him* 
adoring  and  praifing  him  for  ever,  without  any  mixture 
of  other  affairs ;  fo  the  Lord  will  have  an  emblem  or 
representation  hereof,  as  near  as  may  be,  given  weekly 
to  his  people  on  earth,  by  the  Sabbath,  wherein  they 
muft  lay  afide  all  worldly  things,  and  be  wholly  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  God,  and  work  of  heaven : 
And  this  is  in  order  both  to  keep  them  in  mind  of,  and 
make  them  meet  for,  that  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light, 

Qtiejl.  HI.  What  is  to  be  underftood  by  the  morality 
of  the  Sabbath,  or  fourth  commandment,  fo  frequently 
fpoke  of  ? 

Anf. 
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2&j£  When  we;  call  the  Sahbath,  or  fourth  com- 
mandment, moraf,  we  mean  that  it  19  one  of  God's 
moral  precepts,  or  a  part  of  the  moral  lanv%  *.  e  the  per- 
petual and  unalterable  rule  given  us  by  Go!,  for  rrgu- 
lating  our  life  and  manners  :  Alfo,  by  calling  it  moral f 
we  diftinguifli  it  from  the  ceremonial  law,  wmVh  was 
binding  for  a  time  only,  and  abrogated  by  (Jhrift  s  com- 
ing. The  fourth  commandment,  enjoining  tho  obser- 
vation of  the  Sabbath,  is  not  ceremonial,  but  moral ; 
that  u>  it  is  not  temporary,  but  of  (landing  and  perpe- 
tual obligation,  and  which  binds  all  men,  in  all  ages  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

,But*  that  we  may  have  a  more  difttnfl  apprehenfion 
of  the  morality  of  the  Sabbath,  wc.  mult  diftinguifli 
betwixt  things  that  are  naturally  moral,   ind  things  po- 
fitivcly   mortal.      Moral  natural  is,  when  the  thing  re- 
quired is  fo  founded  upon,  and  authorized  by,  the  law 
of  natuie  and  right  reafon,  thai  it  is  lit  and  neceflary 
to  be  done,  though  there  tad  been  no  exprefs  command 
for  it  v  foch  as  worshipping  Go<j,  obeying  parents,  ab- 
staining from,  murder,  &c.     Moral  pofitive  is  fomethmg 
^enjoined,  us,  which,  though  it  be  agreeable  to  the  law 
of  nature,  yet  carries  not  fuch  a  natural  evidence  in  it, 
3k.s  to  oblige  us*  without  a  divine  revelation  and  exprefs . 
command  ;  but,,  being  once  revealed  and  commanded* 
it  is  perpetually  binding  as  well  as  that  which  is  moral 
.  natural.    Now,  the  fourth  command  is  commonly  called 
moral  poGtive,  though  indeed  there  are  feveral  things 
in  it,  which  are  of  natural  equity,  and  authorifed  by  the 
law  of  nature  and  found  reafon ;  fuch  as, 

i.  That  there  be  a  due  part  of  our  time  dated  and 
confecrated  for  the  folemn  worfliip  and  fervice  of  God, 
and  particularly  in  public  aficmblies. 

2*  That  this  ftated  time  or  day  Chould  be  univerfaJ, 
and,  the  fame  through  all,  that  one  man's  bufinefs  in- 
terfere not  with  another's  devotions. 

3.  That  this  day  (hould  recur  in  a  due  frequency, 
that  it  neither  be  fo  rare  as  to  hinder  our  fouls  good, 
or  indifpofe  us  for  the  duties  of  it ;  nor  fo  frequent,  as 
to  deprive  us  of  opportunity  for  our  neceffary  fecular 
tmployments. 

4-  That 
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4.  That  the  holy  duties  of  this  day  be  not  marred 
or  interrupted  by  worldly  employments  or  diverfions  \ 
in  regard  thev  tend  naturally  to  draw  off  the  mind  from 
God  and  divine  objedh.  Thefe  four  things,  included 
in  the  fourth  commandment,  I  reckon  to  be  of  natural 
equity  or  moral  natural. 

There  are  other  thnps  in  it,  which  are  of  pofitive 
inflitutior,  1.  e  binding  only  by  a  pofitive  law,  and  ex- 
prefs  revelat'u  n-     Of  thcfe  again  there  is  fomtthirig, 

1.  That  is  pofitive  moral  i.  e.  of  perpetual  and  unal- 
terable obligation ;  v  z  that  the  torefaid  dated  time 
for  God'$  folemn  woiftnp  (hould  be  the  feventh  part  of 
our  time,  or  one  day  in  (even.  This,  by  God's  law,  is 
become  perpetually  moral  and  unalterable  ;  but,  if  God 
had  not  revealed  it  to  us,  the  law  or  light  of  nature 
could  not  have  determined  us  to  it,  nor  rendered  any 
folid  reafon  why  the  feventh  rather  than  the  fifth,  fixth, 
or  eight  part  of  our  time,  fhould  have  been  fo  confe- 
crated  to  God  :  But  the  Author  of  nature,  who  bed 
knows  what  proportion  of  time  fuits  bed  both  to  mens 
bodies  and  fpirits,  and  how  oft  it  (hould  recur,  fo  as  to 
anfwer  beft  the  exigencies  both  of  our  prefent  and  fu- 
ture life,  hath  wifely  determined  it  to  be  a  feventh 
part,  or  one  day  in  feven  :  ^nd  can  any  man  fay  but 
it  is  a  moil  rational  and  fair  determination  ?  Had  he 
dealt  with  us  ft r idly,  he  might  have  taken  the  fix  days, 
and  left  us  but  one  :  But  fince  he  hath  taken  but  one, 
and  allowed  us  C^,  we  ought  to  acknowledge  that  the 
Xord  hath  dealt  gracioufly  and  liberally  with  us.  Nay, 
had  it  been  referred  to  ourfelves,  could  we,  have  given 
lefs  time  than  this  to  God,  from  whom  we  have  all  our 
time,  nay,  our  very  being,  and  all  the  good  things  we 
*njoy  ? 

But,  2<//y,  There  is  in  the  fourth  commandment 
fomething  that  is  pofitive  ceremonial,  or  mutable,  viz. 
The  obfervation  of  the  laft  day  of  the  feven  for  the 
Sabbalh.  This  indeed  was  enjoined  at  firft,  though 
not  dirc&ly  and  principally,  as  anywife  efTential  to  the 
command  for  the  Sabbath ;  but  only  in  a  fecondary  way, 
as  a  circumftance  of  the  command,  which  was  to  be 
altered  when  God  pleafed.     It  belonged  not  to  the 

fubftance 
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fubftance  of  this  command,  or  the  great  defign  of  the 
law,  in  what  end  of  the  week  the  Sabbath  mould  be, 
whether  the  firft  or  Iaft  of  the  feven  days  fhould  be 
confecrate  for  it ;  fince  the  fcope  of  the  fourth  com- 
mand is  only,  to  bind  us  to  confecrate  the  feventh  part 
of  our  time,  or  one  day  in  feven,  to  the  Lord :  This 
is  the  morality  of  the  command,  and  what  is  of  facred 
and  perpetual  obligation  in  it.  For,  obfrrve  how  the 
command  runs,  "  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy : — Six  days  (halt  thou  labour,  and  do  all  thy 
work  >  but  the  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord." 
He  faith  not,  "  Remember  the  feventh  day"  to  keep  it 
holy,  but,  4<  Remember  the  Sabbath  day/'  or  "  holy 
reft,"  whatever  day  it  fhall  be  appoined  on.  Take  the 
fix  days  for  your  labour,  and  let  God  have  a  feventh  e- 
very  week  for  his  fdlemn  wqr(hip  ;  this  is  the  defign  of 
the  law  :  For  when  it  is  faid,  4<  The  feventh  is  the 
Sabbath  of  the  Lord,"  it  is  not  pfecifely  meant  of  the 
feventh  in  the  order,  but  the  feventh  in  number;  not 
the  feventh  day  after  thq  creation,  but  the  day  follow, 
ing  the  fix  days  allowed  men  to  labour  ;  that  day  is  the 
Lord's,  whatever  day  in  the  week  it  fall  on.  And 
though  it  be  told  in  the  end;  that  "  God  reded  the  Je- 
venth  day/'  which  indeed  feems  to  be  the  feventh  from 
the  creation  ;  yet  it  is  faid,  "  He  blefied  the  Sabb.tt 
day,'9  not  the  ieventh  day.  So  that  it  is  plain,  that, 
both  in  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  command,  the 
Lord  puts  a  remarkable  difference  betwixt  the  Sabbath 
or  day  of  holy  reft,  and  the  feventh  d*y  of  the  week, 
the  day  of  his  own  left  ;  implying,  that  the  fcope  of  the 
command  is  to  bind  us  to  fanCtify  one  day  in  feven, 
whatever  feventh  the  Lord  pleafes  to  chufe,  whether  it 
be  the  firft  or  laji  day  of  the  week  :  and  that  the  ob- 
servation 6f  the  ieventh  day  from  the  creation,  is  to  be 
diftinguiihed  from  the  (landing  law  of  the  Sabbath. 
For  "  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  k •  ep  it  holy,'* 
is  the  fourth  command,  and  would  have  bound  us, 
though  it  had  ftopt  there,  and  faid  no  more.  Though 
yet  1  grant,  that  the  obfervation  of  the  feventh  or  laft 
day  of  the  week  for  the  Sabbath,  is  fo  enjoined  by  the 
fourth  command,  that  none  could  have  altered  it  from 
that  day  to  another;  but  he  that  is  Lord  of  the  Sabbath. 

Tims 
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T!i  us  ym   >-  n  -vh«r  fefe  the  fourth  camrtaaid  im 
mnrii.  .ui it -if  unsiri-r  >:-..■  ihiisr ..  :cti  -.  and  ho**  tr  "xra- 
prtaaily   limif  ill  Chr:«L./inii  ib  vt!l  is  Jews,  to  tine- 
*ify  ini»  :iay  .n  :i*v*n  ror    1   •vreKy   Sabbath '  -nita  ftp 
Lcr.i.     Arsct  new-he  iay  Viry  :h  :nge?t  by  'fivihe  air- 
fhnrity,  trrnn  -he  X//?  o  rhe  ^W  .1*7  of  *kc  -vet?fc,   fif 
^hu:h  ifr^rw  ir.is;  rive  fuhftan&is,  fcjpe,  cr  nrcrti  jtr  s£ 
rhft  fourth  ^mmancf  is  ffowifo   r.r.inff-d  :    sntr  ir  fif 
K*a£r.r,  \t.i  lurhcriry  .ir.d  ooiigircrv   fi.ire  ts   nriicft  ia 
ff7cr,  binding  Chnftiars  to  CincHry  the  5rft  faycf  chi 
w-ek,  as  much  ar,  it  did  the  Jews  to  fancHry  the   ;iil ; 
£*eri  as  1  law,  cr.mmar.fHn^  the  ltd* size  zt  m  snri- 
v«t;V«t  /  r»*y  for  :he  ft;v*r.gn'5  birth,  a;:tn  equ-iiiy  ape  It 
itfelf  r.-,  b!e  birth-day  cf  each  fuccreding  rmic^. 

-?*«/#  J V.  How  ir. ay  :;ie  mora:  117  of  the  S.ihbafn, 
or  tne  perperial  oblig-rion  of  the  fourth  command,  be 
derncriltrated  a^ainiz  rhefe  who  deny  It  ? 

^r/!  There  2Te  many  rr2fcr.fi  which  prcv*  that  the 
fourth  command  is  moral,  binding  ui  by  a  ficr^d  2nd 
perpetual  law,  to  keep  holy  cue  day  in  fere::,  to  the 
end  of  the  world  \  fuch  as, 

I  If  tht  law  for  the  Sabbath  was  ?:ven  to  nun,  and 
K.-.ding  upon  him  in  a  ftate  of  Inaocency,  before  there 
was  2ry  cererr.cn  7  or  type  cf  Cfciift  ir:fU:a:=d  5  £foT 
then  man  did  not  cerf  a  Redeemer,  nor  any  rte  or 
type  relative  to  him)  then  confequently  this  command 
was  no:  ceremonial,  nor  abolHhed  by  Chr.fTs  cotr.ing, 
but  is  of  rr.orzl  2nd  perpetual  obligation  :  But  the  for- 
r.-.er  is  true;  arid  therefore  the  litter.  The  confe- 
quence  rf  the  fir  it  prop  of:::on  is  certain,  for  the  rca- 
iens  mentioned  5  and  alio  from  this,  that  the  Sabbath 
v/as  a,  pointed  to  Ad arr^ upon  a  moral  ground,  which 
obi  £ts  all  iiis  p(  fterity  j  \iz.  That  ht  might  have  free- 
dom arid  oppcrc unity  tor  the  folemn  worth ip  of  God, 
wit!  our  any  diversion  from  worldly  things.  For  A- 
dar,  ,  in  his  heft  t  ft  ate,  t'eing  but  a  hnite  creature,  could 
not  be  inttnfely  taken  up  with  i'pirituil  and  temporal 
things  both  ;st  oiice  ;  hi*  ordinary  employment  of  dref- 
fir.g  thr  garden,  would  in  fome  meafure  have  diverted 
his  rziind,  tli.  t  he  could  not  wholly  give  himfelf  to  de- 
votion, and  the  folemn  woifbip  ot  his  Maker :  Where- 
fore, 


font  God  fa  w  It  fit  he  Ihould  have  a  day  fet  apart, 
wherein  he  might  have  an  uninterrupted  freedom  foe 
it'  Now,  if  Adam  needed  a  Sabbath,  for  the  grounds 
above  mentioned ;  moch  more  do  we  need  one,  who 
we  a*,  only  finite  creatures,  but  corrupt  alfo*  and 
fcwe  fo  fitde  grace  and  ftrength  for  fpiritual  employ* 
-  mt,  and  lb  many  corruptions,-  tentations  and  allure- 
atnti  to  draw  oar  hearts  from  God  through  the  week, 
•kiefchchadm*. 

Philip  Litabroch  and  other  Antifabbatarians,  have 
flo  wkT  to  anfwer  this  argument,  but  by  denying  fuch 
«w  early  inftitution  of  the  Sabbath,  and  afiVrting,  that 
ft  was  pet  appointed  till  Mofes,  his  time,  when  the  ce- 
fftraontes  were  inftituted*  But  the  contrary  is  evident 
faun  fcvcral  tests. 

i .  Ffom.Qen.  ii.  3.  where  we  are  told,  before  man's 
&U,  or  any  word  of  it,  that  "  God  blcffed  the  feventh 
day,  and  fen£rified  it,  becaufe  that  in  it  he  had  refted 
froni  all  his  work.",  Now,  the  fcripture  notion  of  fane- 
tiffing  any  thing,  is  to  feparate  and  fet  it  apart  from 
<*>namon  to  facred  ufes  apd  purpofes.     And'fo  it  is 
piaia  from  this  teat,  th*t  God  from  the  beginning  of  the 
^Of M,  did  fan&ify  and  fet  apart  one  day  in  feren  to  be 
°bfenred  by  all  mankind,  as  a  day  of  facred  reft,  a  day 
folcmnly  confecrated  to  his  worflup  and  fervice :  And  to 
ky  a  tie  on  os  to  oaferve  it,  we  have  God's  example,  of 
*e£ting  this  d*y  from  all  his  work,  fet  before  our  eyes. 
Atiftd  feeing  God  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  had  a 
°liurch  tn  it,  who  would  certainly  join  together  in  per- 
forming publie  worihip  and  fervice  to  him  j  they  be- 
^^-ved  to  have  fet  times  for  it,  and  confequently  a  Sab- 
«e^th :  Aqd  what  day  fo  fit  for  that  purpofe,  as  the  day 
^*ich  God' hath  fanftificd  for  facred  reft  ?   That  this 
?****  the  ancient  pra&ice,  may  be  inferred  from  Gen, 
J^-  '3.  4,  where  we  read  of  Cain  and  Abel,  their  bring- 
***£  offerings  J»  the  Lord,  which  was  an  inftance  of 
Public  worfliip*     And,  ver.   3    It  is  faid,  fuprocifiof 
****e%  they  brought  offerings,  &c  Now,  theft  worus,  In 
P***fi  cf&me,  may  be  as  well  rendered  from  the.  He- 
^few,  At  the1  end  of  days   and  fb  it  is  in  the  margin  of 
bibles.    NoW,  by  the  end  qfdays^  mnft  be  meant  the  pe- 
Vol.  IV.  h  rioH 
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riod  of  working  days,  which  we  call  a  week;  and  fa  i* 
was  oh  the  feventn  day,  when  folemn  woiQiip  was 
(according  to  divine,  institution)  to  be  performed,  that 
-men  brought  their  offering*  to  the  Lord*  That  God's 
reft  on  this  day  was  exemplary  to  all  mankind,  appe^s 
from  bis  taking  fix  fever /l  days  to  pcrfprm  his  wqrkl 
of  creation,  and  the  diftin£k  recording  of  each  day'-* 
work,  and.  his  reding. upon  the  feventh.  day.;,  Certainly 
it  had  been  as  eafy  for  an  Almighty  .power  to  hart 
made  the  world  in  one  day  as  in  fix.  He  that  faid, 
'"  Let  there  be  light,  let  there  be.  a  firmanent,"  and  it 
was  fo,  might,  if  he  had  pleafed,  affpon.have  (aid,  £j$ 
there  he  a  ivorUt  and  it  had  been  fo..  .And  why  $d  he 
not  ?  Surely  for  our  inftrq&ion  and  imitation,  (halt  we 
in  like  manner  (hould  (an£tify  every  feventh  day  of  our 
time  after  fix  days  labour.  And  this  is  given  as  the 
reafon  of  the  fourth  command,  "  Remember  the.  Sab- 
bath day  to  keep  it  holy  ;— for  in  fix  days  God  made 
heaven  and  earth,"  &c,    .  *  >,        . 

The  Anti-fabbatarians  are  much  gravelled  „  with  the 
forecited  text,  Gen.  ii.  3.  .find,  to  evite  the  force  of 
it,  contrary  to  all  reafon,  they  would  alledge  that  the 
blefling  and  fan&ifying  of  the  feventh  day  did  .not  com- 
mence immediately  from  the  creation,  but  only  in  the 
days  of  Mofes,  when  the.  command  was  given,  &r  the 
Sabbath,  Exod.  xx.  and  that  Mofes  only  relates  this  in 
Gen.  ii-  by  way  of  anticipation.  But  this  opinion  is 
contrary  both  to  the  text  and  context  *  for  it  is^yidsju 
to  every  man  that  ferioufly  reads  them,  thai  MoXesjr^- 
lates  the  fan&ification  of  the  Sabbath,  as  a  thingNjqne 
by  the  Lord  immediately  on  the  back  of  the  creation, 
and  no  wife  as  a  thing  done  or  to  be  done  by  him  twp 
thoufand  years  thereafter :  .  For,  aflbon  as  he  bad  faid, 
that  God  ended  his  work  and  refted  on  the  feventh  day, 
he  adds  immediately  in  words  of  the  fame  tenfe,  "  That 
God  blcffed  the  Sabbath  day  andfan&ified  it."  And 
if  we  compare  this  place  with  Exod.  xx.  1 1.  "  For  in 
fix  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth*  the  fea,  and 
all,  that  in  them  is,  and  refted  the  feventh  day;  where- 
fore1 the  Lord  bleffed  the  Sabbath  day  and  hallowed  it.1* 
It  is  manifeft,  that  there  he  brings  in  God's  bleffing 

and 
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«  ?nd  falsifying  of  the  Sabtiath,  not  as  an  a&ion  then 
firft  done,  but  as  that  which  God  hath  done  long  be- 
fdre,  upor)  trie  creation  of  the  world, 

2.  Thit  'this  was  ddne  from  the  beginning,  is  further 
OOhfirrned'.'fHiVTii  Exbd.  ivi."  i<J  2*2.  33.  from  whence 
cornmerlr&drVjuftly  obf  *rve.  That  the  fanfirification  of 
the:  Sabbtfh£rw*s  a  thing  ribtbiir  to  the  Ifraclites,  before 
it^VATJjoin%9  th#n  by  Mofes ;  othefwife  there  would 
beV  iH^^^fcrtrptftefs  in  the  introducing  of  that  mat- 
ter?' TWJr^THfore-VvefTtWre/was  any  meflttoh  of  the 
SaBbath,  jwfc  find,  ver  7%:  that  the  Ifraelitfes,  of  their 
own  afccoTdJ'  gathered  twr>  days'  provifion  of  manna  oh 
thcftttfc  day  of  the  week,  reckoning  that  the  gathering 
of  ttSrtoaVwas  a  fertile5  work;"  not  proper  on  the  Sab* 
bath;'  '*&xti  the rulet 8  taking notice  of  this  pra&ice  as 
doh£,  rtOtdnly  without,  but  in  appearance  contrary  to 
the  ortters 'ghreVthiero,  they  bring  the  ntatter  to  M ofes, 
that  th^rn%Ht  know  his  thoughts  of  it.  Whence  it 
appears,  that  the  rulers  doubted  if  the  people  had  done 
rijgnr,  (eefrtg  Mofes  had  commanded  that  every  man 
fhould  "  father  it  according  to  his  eating,  and  lay  up 
ntraetaPtte 'next  day,"  vfer.  16.  19.  and  j[o  they  might 
apprehend,  that  by  virtue  of  this  order  they  might  lawi 
folly  gather  it  on  the  Sabbath'  alfb.  But  not  being  able 
to  rerontift  the  feemirig  clalhmg  of  thefe  two  com- 
mands,^ of  gathering  manna  every  day,  and  refting  on 
the  fevetith  day,  they  come  to  Mofes  m  a  folemn  man- 
ner, for  dire&ion  in  this  ftraitehing  cafe.  Accordingly,  , 
ver;  «•  Mdfes  gives  thfcm  arefolutittn,  arid  approves 
what  the  people  had  done,  as  agreeable  to  God's  ancient 
law  concerning  the  Sabbath,  Gen.  S.  which  now  was 
tb  be  renewed  and  confirmed,  u  Ta  morrow  is  the 
rtft  of  the  ho!*  Sabbath  unto  the  Lord.*  He  faith  not 
to-morrow  (hail  be  the  reft,  but,  to-morrow  is  the  reft ; 
fpeaktng  of  it  as  a  thinj?  well  known  to  them.  Now, 
if  Mofes  had  givert  them  any  previous  direction  about 
the  keeping  of  thd  Sabbath,  and  gatherings  double 
prbvififtn  of  manna,  what  was  the  heed  of  all  the  ruler* 
coming  (6  folemrily  to  Mofes  about  this  cafe  ?  For,  it 
is  faid,  ver.  22.  "  That  all  the  rulers  of  the  congrega- 
tion came  and  told  Mofes."  From  all  which  it  is  dear, 
£  2  that 
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that  the  law  for  the  Sabbath  was  extant,  and  the  obfct- 
vation  of  it  in  ufe,  before  either  the  promulgatidi»ul& 
the  moral  law  at  mount  Sinai,  or  the  giving  of  oda* 
ceremonial  law,  which  was  ibmetime  afterwards*    « 

3.  The  firft  words  of  the  fourth  command,  '<  R^-~ 
member  to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day,"  plainly  inGm**- 
ate  the  renovation  of  an  old  command,  and  not  tte^ 
cna&ing  of  a  new  one.    It  is  highly  probable,  that*b— ^ 
obfervation  of  this  ancient  law  had  been  greatly  i 
gle£ted  for  many  years  before,  while  the  Ifraelitts 
in  bondage  in  Egypt,  and  obliged  to  fore  labour  4 
day  by  their  talk-mailers,  and  fo  not  fuflered  to  keei 
the  Sabbath  at  before.    Hereby,  no  doubt,  the  isapreP" 
Cons  of  the  duty  of  keeping  it,  might  be  much  w< 
off  the  minds  of  many  \  though  the  memory  of 
Sabbath  was  not  quite  loft,  as  appears  from  the  peoples^  ^ 
gathering  double  manna  on  the  fixth  day  of  the  weda*Ki 
without  direftion.    But,  that  they  might  guard  againft^F^ 
negle&ing  or  forgetting  the  law  for  the  Sabbath  in  time=^« 
coming,  the  Lord  renews  the  command  with  a,  folmna 
memento)  "  Remember  to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day/ 

4;  Though  Mofes  makes  no  exprefs  mention  of  the 
|»triardis  observing  of  the  Sabbath,  it  is  no  wonder  1 < 
in  regard  he  writes  the  hiftory  of  fome  thoufands  oT 
years  after  the  creation,  in  very  fmall  bounds  •,  wherein  - 
many  things  relating  to  the  church  in  that  period  muft 
certainly  be  omitted :  for  the  account  which  Mofes  gives 
of  thofc  early  times,  ib  only  defigncd  for  an  introduce 
tion  to  his  hiftory  of  the  deliverance,  ere&ion,  and 
polity  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  God's  peculiar  people, 
and  the  only  vifible  church  he  then  had  upon  the  earth. 
Neverthelefs,  we  have  no  reafon  to  call  in  queftioa  the 
patriarchs  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world  j  but  good  ground  to  believe  they 
did  it,  if  we  confidcr  the  eminent  piety  of  fome  of  them, 
together  with  their  long  lives,  by  reafon  whereof  it  was 
very  eafy  to  hand  do,wn  the  inftitution  of  the  Sabbath, 
with  others  of  God's  revelations,  from  Adam  to  Abra- 
ham's days.  For  Adam's  life  reached  to  Methufalem's 
|ime ;  Methufalem's  life  reached  to  Shem's  time )  and 
^hern's  life  reached  to  Abraham.  And,  being  religi- 
ous 
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otftjntt*  ihcy.^oiild  not  fail  to  teach  and  recommend 
-Gsifoitatttflttjo  one  another,  And  far  Abraham  the 
ififchfer  itiUm  faithful*  iwscfead  efcprefsly  of  his- con*, 
mandnag dhhshildren  to  keep  thefe  ftatutts,  &eo«  xviii. 
*£,  and*  without  detib^  he  enjoined  the  keeping  of  the 
Sabfaath  nmwlig  thdjreft*  And;  though  it  be  not  men- 
itonidj  ifcafe  ,iaany  words,  that  is  ho  argument  agaioft 
,thetllinj0a>fo§iwe  read  not  of .  the  church's  pbfcrvmg 
of  the,  Sabbath  all  the  tim^of:  the  Judges,  which  We* 
aaaf  fere>  hundred  years;  yet  there  is  no  grdiuid.to 
<jueftion  but  they  kept  it  all  that  time. 
;  vSfevetal  things  might  be  added,  which  make.it  highly 
probable»:that  the  tnftlt*tion  of  the  Sabbath  w*  handed 
dOwnt  by  tradition  from  Adam  to  his  poftertty,  through 
all  the  world*  What  reafon  elfe  can  be  giVca  of  Noah's 
ebfervjuig.  the  revolution  of  feven  days  while  in  the 
ark?  &en.  rut.  to*  12.  where  w.e  fee  him  once  and 
again  wabang  the  fall  of  the  waters  by  fevens*  He  ftill 
dfaTl*t*he  feventh  day  or  Sabbath  be  over,  before  he 
feat  out  4ha  next  meffengtr  :  wifely  reckoning,  th  it 
upon  his  fuitable  obfenratkm  of  the  Lord's  Sabbath,  he 
might  look  for  the  more  agreeable  news  to  be  brought 
him*.. rjWfcbaiireafbn  elfe  can  be  given  for  the  Heathen 
dividing  o£  their  time  into  weeks,  and  their  weeks  into 
feven  days*  and  their  conftant  holding  the  feptenary 
number  a*  (acred  ?  Yea,  (as  Clemens  Alexandrinua 
tells  us)  the  feventh  day  of  the  week  was  dill  held  (*» 
cred  by  the  Greeks.  All  this  certainly  was  conveyed 
to  them  by  tradition  from  Adam  and  Noah,  their  fore- 
fathers )  and  not  learned,  to  be  fure,  from  the  Jews, 
tgainft  whofe  cuftoms  and  religion  they  had  fudh  root- 
ed prejudices. 

II.  A  fecond  argument  for  the  morality  of  the  fourth 
command,  may  be  drawn  from  the  fituation  of  it.  We 
find  this  command  placed  in  the  mid  it  of  the  Deca- 
logue, or  thofe  moral  preceps  which  Gpd  hath  delivered 
to  the  world,  as  a  perpetual  rule  of  their  lives.  And 
is  it  any  way  probable*  that  God  would  place  a  cere- 
ctumial  law*  or  temporary  precept,  in  the  very  midft  of 
them  ?  As  it  is  certain  that  the  moral  precepts  have  the 
preference  to  the  ceremonial  in  many  things  5  fo  it  is 

as 
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as  fure  that  the  fourth  command,  or  the  facred  obfef- 
vation  of  one  day  in  feven,  hath  an  ^qual  (hare  with 
the  other  nine,  in  all  the  dignity  and  privileges  of  the 
UaoraflUw.    For, 

liHthe  \Jl  p'ace,  This  fourth  command,  as  wcltii 
the  reftr!ftaa  fpoke  immediately  by  the  voice  of  Godwin 
the  hearing  of  all  the  people ;  whereas 'the  other 'iawa, 
ceremonial  or  judicial,  were  only  given  unto  Mofes, 
tod  bjtJiim  (declared  unto  the  people.  ^ 

3»  This  command*  as  well  as  the  feft  of  die  Dia- 
logue, *  was  written  by  the  finger  of  G.od  •,  nay,  twice 
written  by  him  in  tabfos  of  done :  Whereby  the  Lord 
intended  to  teach  us  its  fixed  continuance'  and  lading 
obligation^  and  that  by  his  Spirit  he  would  have  this 
laft*  writ  in  the  flefhly  tables  of  his  people's  hearts,  never 
to  be  obliterated*  But  this  was  not  done  with  the  ce- 
i«moni»l  laws,  which  were  only  delivered  verbally  to 
l&ofes,  and  written  by  him  from  God's  mouth. 

3.  This  command  was  put  and  referved  with 'the 
feft  of >  the  moral  law  in  the  ark;  whereas  the  law  of 
ceremonial  ordinances  was  placed  in  a  book  without  on 
the  fide  ef  the  ark,  and  which  might  be  feparated  from 
the  ark.  The  moral  precepts  were  laid  up  within  the 
ark  of  the  covenant,  as  a  fign  of  their  excellency  and 
perpetuity,  and  of  their  being  in feparable  from  Chrift 
and  his  covenant;  (of  whom  the  aik  was  a  famous 
type)  therefore  faitb  Chrrft,  Pfal.  xl.  8,  "  Thy  law  ia 
within  my  heart :"  But  the  ceremonial  precepts  being 
without  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  was  a  token  they  were 
Separable  from  it,  and  to  be  abolifhcd  by  Jefus  Chriit, 
when  the  appointed  time  mould  come.  And,  if  the 
law  of  the  Sabbath  had  been  of  this  nature,  to  be  fure 
it  had  been  placed  on  the  fide  of  the  ark,  with  the 
other  ceremonial  laws,  and  not  lodged  within  it,  toge- 
ther uith  the  mor*l  precepts,  which  were  perpetual 
and  unalterable.  Moreover,  if  (ituation  in  the  Decftl 
logue,  among  the  moral,  precepts,  which  were  laid  up 
in  the  ark,  be  a  good  argument  for  the  morality  of  the 
ftcond  command,  againft  the  Pfcpifts,  as  it  is  improve!* 
againft  them  by  Protectant  divines,  there  can  be  n6 
reafon,  why  the  fame  argument  flaould  not  be  fully  a* 

concluding 
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concluding  for  the  fourth  command  againft  the  "Akti* 
fabbatarians.  .      >^ 

.  III.  A  third  •argument  for  the  morality  of  the  fourth 
command,  may  be  this :  The  reafons  and  grounds  of 
this  command  are,  in  their  nature,  moral  and  perpetual, 
and  as  forcible  upon  Chxiftians  as  Jews  ;  consequently 
the  command  itfelf  mud  be  moral  ahfo. 

T8e  reafons  included  in  the: fourth  command  at* 
various.    •  i.  One  reafon,  enforcing  the  fan&ificatioa 
of. the  Sabbath,  ts  taken  from  the  propriety  of  the  day, 
"  Xhe  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God  ;" 
it  is  the  Lorcfoday,  and  the  "  holy  of  the  Lord,**  I£u' 
lviiti  13.  the  day.  which  the  Lard  hath  Teferved  for  htrnw 
felf  and.  his-ufe,  and  therefore  rauft  be  entirely  dedi- 
cated to  him  ;  no  man  may.  incroach  upon  this  confer 
crated  time,  without  the  guilt  of  iacrilcge*     Attd  doth 
not  this  reafon  bind  us  as  much  as  the  Jews  ?  Have  w* 
any  power  .to  alienate  from  God,  what  is  his  proffcrty^ 
more  than  they  had  ?    .  -       ; 

a  Another  reafon  is  taken  from  the  equity  and' 
rationality  of  this  precept.  God  is  good  and  liberal  to 
us,  in  giving  us  fix  days  for  our  works :  Wherefore  k* 
b  highly  teafonable  and  juft,  that  we  flaottlH  give  hhk' 
One  day  for  his  worfliip  :  It  aggravated  David's  fin, 
that  he  took  the  poor  man's  darling  ewe-lamb,  when 
he  had  a  whole  flock  of^rris  own  :    As  it  did  our  firft 

Enrents  fault  in  pulling  the  fruit  of  one  tree  that  God 
ad  referved,  when  he  gave  them  all  the  reft  of  the 
trees  at  their  will \  fo  it  heightens  our  crime,  if  we  rob 
God  of  his  one  day,  when  he  gives  us  no  lefs  than-  fit 
to  ourfdves.  Moreover,  it  is  highly  reafonable  and  fit, 
when  our  dying  bodies  have  fix  days  for  their  neceffi- 
ties  and  occafions,  that  our  immortal  fouls  (hould  have 
one  for  theirs.  Now,  doth  not  the  equity  and  juflice 
of  this  command  affe£t  and  oblige  us  as  much  as  it 
doth  the  Jtrws  ? 

3,  A  'third  reafon  is  taken  from  the  charitable nefs 
of  this  law ;  viz-  That  our  bodies  and  cattle  fiiould 
have  a  day  allowed  them  for  reft *,  charity  faith,  that 
they  (horrid  have  fome  eafe  and  relaxation  from  fore  la* 
bour,  and  itot  be  wearied  out  with  continual  toil ;  And 

is 
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ia  sot  this  as  needful  now  is  it  was  of  old  among  did 
Jews  ? 

3.  Another  reafon  is  drawn  from  God's  example, 
which  is  a  rule  to  us :  "  For  in  fix  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth,  the  fea,  and  all.  that  in  them  is; 
and  refted  the  (evcnth  day."  Here  we  have  a  twofold 
example,  both  of  Gbd's  refting  and  working ;  and  they 
are  both  fet  before  us  for  our  imitation.  As  God' em- 
ployed fix  days  in  the  works  of  creation ;  fo  we  are  te 
make  ufe  of  fix  days  in  the  works  of  our  lawful  calling: 
And  as  he  ccafed  from  his  works,  and  refted  on  the 
feventh  day 5  fo  we  are  bound  to  imitate  him  in  that 
refped  by  quitting  our  weekly  labours,  and  fanftifying 
of  the  Sabbath  day.  Now,  can  there  any  reafon  be 
given,  why  we  are  not  as  much  bound  to  follow  Gad's 
example,  in  refting  one  day  after  fix  days  labour,  as  the 
Jews  were  ? 

A  fifth  is  taken  froip  the  bloft  advantages  of  it ;  it  is 
a  Weft  day  to  them  that  keep  it.  And,  is  not  God  m 
able  and  willing  to  blefe  the  Sabbath  to  us  now  as  he 
was  of  old  ?  And,  do  not  we  need  his  blcfling  as  much 
as  the  Jews  ? 

Now,  if  thefe  arguments  be  moral,  perpetual,  and 
obligatory  to  us,  a6  much  as  to  the  Jews*  the  command" 
that  is  enforced  by  them  imift  be  fo  likewife. 

IV.  A  fourth  argument  may  be  taken  from  the  (pfr. 
eial  marks  of  honour  and  vefpeft  that  God  puts  on  thif 
command*  It  is  not  only  engraven  in  tables  of  ftoae 
by  the  immediate  finger  of  God,  as  all  the  reft \  but  it 
is  privileged  above  them,  in  feveral  reipe£ts. 

1.  It  Is  placed  in  the  firft  table  of  the  law,  and  there* 
by  preferable  to  shofe  of  the  fecond  table. 

2.  It  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  the  Decalogue,  ia 
the  clofe  of  the  firft  table,  and  before  the  front  of  the 
fecond  table  $  thereby  teaching  us,  that  the  obfenration 
of  both  tables  much  depends  on  the  right  keeping  of  this 
one  command.  God  hath  placed  it  in  the  heart  of  the 
Ten  Commands,  becaufe  the  keeping  of  it  gives,  life  to 
the  keeping  of  all  the  reft.  The  fan&ification  of  the 
Sabbath  is  an  epitome  of  all  religion  v  it  virtually  in* 
eludes  all  the  commands,  and  (Irongly  engages  men  to 

keep 
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tap  them  *R.  Hence  it  was,  when  the  Israelites 
broke  the  fourth  commandment  by  gathering  of  manna, 
tint  the^OMfchatget  them'widi  breaking  all  tht  com- 
mands, Eiodit.kii.-gfc  u  Hi*  long  refufe  fetoikeep 
Wf  commandments  and  my  laws  in  Why  fo  ?  *  Bcaiufo 
Whiff --makeii'  lWconfeiencerof  keeping  the  Sabbath, 
wttttamuch  ftfefc  wfereaksfeny  of  the  reft. 

$i  3t  hadi  a  folemti  menMnto  prefixed  to  it,  which  the 

KlbhMitf  not  •,  God  ufhers  it  in  wkh  a  rmttnbi*%  which 

if#^  cm^lwticy  and  is,  as  if  h*  had  faid,  "  Keep  this 

command* always  lin  your  minds  :  forget  what  you  will, 

forget  ntt'thfe."   -God  fpeaks,  a*  a  mailer  that  hath 

fcme  fpfccifcl  affair,  among  marry  others,  to  recommend 

to  hirfemnt-i  Among  all  other  injunctions,  he  bids 

fcto*  particularly  remember  fuch  an   affair;    thereby 

fteXwng  a  fpecial  concern  for  it,  more  than  the  reflv 

4.  It  is  delivered  both  pofitively  and  negatively  :  All 
the  reft  of-  tha  commands  are  delivered  only  one  of  the 
^ys,  but  this  is  both  ways.  -It  is  not  only  faid  pofi- 
Wely,  ««  Remember  the  Sabbath  to  keep  it  holy  5  but 
*Mb  negatively,  "  In  it  thou  (halt  do  no  mannA  of 
work,"  &c. 

^  The  Lord  preffeth  obedience  to  this  command, 
wittrmore  reafons  and  arguments  than  any  of  th^roft, 
which  were  enumerated  before.     And  this  he  doth  be- 
caufelie  knew  the  confeientious  obferving  of  this  com- 
aiand- would  engage  us  to  make  conscience  of  ail  the 
teft,  and  becaufe  he  forefaw  wicked  men  would  attack 
i*i  and  reafon  againft  it  more  than  any  of  the  reft. 
Now,  is  it  probable  that  God  would  (hew  fuch  a  con- 
cern for  a  ceremonial  law,  that  he  would  place  it  in  the 
middle  of  the  moral  precepts,  and  prefs  it  with  more 
reafonsVaifd  arguments  than  any  of  them  ? 

6.*H£  "makes  the  keeping  of  this  command,  and 
&a£KfyingvOf;the  Sabbath,  one  fpecial  end  of  mans 
cteatioifcj  ift&aufe  therein  God  is  highly  glorified.  The 
J«wifli  TaMidnd  propounds  the  queltion,  "  Why -God 
ri^1  man- on  "the  evening  before  the  Sabbath  V9  and 
l^es  this  dtte  f^afbn,  that  man  might  forthwith  enter 
uP*n  the'bbfervatiori  of  the  command  to  keep  the  Sab- 
tovand  bfegin  hia  life  with  the  worihip  of  God,  which 
Vol.  IV.  F  was 
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was  the  chief  end  why  it  was  given  him,  as  if  the  keep- 
ing the  Sabbath  were  the  gTeat  end  of  his  creation. 
And  indeed  there  is  foiid  reafon  for  this  afierrion,  if  we 
cor.6.  er  tha%  as  the  end  of  the  Satbath  day  is  to  com- 
memorate God's  glorious  work?,  and  celebrate  his 
priifes  for  the  fi:^e,  fo  the  chief  end  and  deGgn  of 
rra*.:,  who  «  God  ma^e  on  the  fixth  day,  as  his  laft  and 
moil  corlumrr.ate  work  of  all,  was,  that  \  e  might  be 
the  tongue  of  the  who!e  creation,  to  trumpet  forth  his 
praifes  for  A\  the  reft  of  his  works*     And  accordingly, 

{*url  on  the  ba.k  of  his  creator,  he  entered  upon  the 
tfepirg  of  a  Sabbath  for  that  rer?  end.  So  i:  n.ay  well 
be  laid,  that  God  made  man  due  fir  for  this  end,  to 
keep  :he  Sahiuth  day. 

-.  The  Lsitz  entii's  ntary  fpecial  b-srS-gs  «p?n  the 
keepirg  cf  this  cimmand.  and  denounces  many  fad 
threatens  g*  agalai:  :he  Meakirg  cf  :t.  Re^i  tie  55th 
chip:;::  0:  lliia.i  rhrou^r^u:,  where  the  Lord  sec  only 
p-^".j^ ■  c=:h  h::n  b-euei  :ha:  keeps  :he  S/rTMih,  but 
p:or.:*e$  :j  **  ^ve  hin  a  p!-,:e  it*  J  a  r*re  be-:er  :haa 
of  i?:  >  arc  :*<i;;;:-:eTN."r  :?  £..  h:s  hear  with  "  i*p:ri:ual 
toy,"  :o  £  %e  h:r.  a  *■  fr.ri:  0:  p-iy:r.,!"  aci  :o»  *  hear 
h  5  pra-.er  ."*  Gcv.  wi"".  rv:  g:ve  hir-.  ir.'i-cy  :o  lerre 
L:r .  i*.:^  : >  e •:  1  ;-cz  7 :  :  :■  i  1 :  •  .■  ?c  r :?  :*rr»  .^-e  w  hen  it 
U  cc-e.  A  .0  ie*J  If--  .*..!.  14  Jer.  vr.:.  :±  w.ierc 
VleiE-g?.  rc:h  :V:.:_i  jt.c  :;-rpvr.:i,  pe-c:„  wealth, 
p  e:  :y  -:  j  p-.  .per.:*,  :re  pr.*~  ::*j  :;>  :"-;'•  i>  k.-ep  the 
SMrc:>-  ("*.  :he  c:>..:  ..:.".  :  -v  :-:r.?  e  ire  the 
p  4^.;j  he  :*.:-ei::"»  -r-  v  :  1  ire  :z  pec  pe  to*  lart^k- 
:::v.i;:::r;^:.     Rea-    :  :r.  x*-:.  ;-     Eiii.  xx.  21. 
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to  be  burnt  with  fire,  Jer.  xvii.  ult.  Many  inftances  of 
judgment?  againft  Sabbath-breakers  mght  alfo  be 
brought  from  human  hi  (lories 

V.  A  fifth  argument  may  be  taken  from  the  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  Teilament  We  find  Ifaiah,  that  evan- 
gelical prophet,  pronouncing  a  blelTing  on  thofe  that 
{hould  ke<*p  the  Sabbath,  even  in  evangelical  time*,  Ifa. 
Ivi  1,  2-  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  keep  ye  judgment,  and 
do  juitice;  for  my  falvation  is  near  to  come,  and  my 
righteoufneft  to  be  revealed.  Bleffed  is  the  man  that 
doth  t)  i%— — that  ke-  peth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting 
it."  That  is  a  plain  prophecy  of  Chrift  j  yer,  in  his 
times  he  declares  them  blelTrd  who  (hoald  keep  the 
Sabbath :  Yea,  ver.  6.  he  puts  u  the  keeping  of  the 
Sabbath'*  in  a  manner  for  the  whole  duties  of  the  cove- 
nant. That  this  evangelical  prophet  is  fpeaking  there 
of  the  New  Teftament  time?,  there  is  no  ground  left 
to  doubt ;  for  he  is  fpeaking  of  the  time  when  the  ftran- 
ger  and  eunuch  fhould  be  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  when 
there  (hould  be  no  diftin&i  n  of  perfon  ,  Jews  or  Gen- 
tiles, but  both  (hould  be  alike  welcome  to  God  and  his 
ordinances :  And  yet,  in  thefe  times,  there  are  many 
bleflings  promifed  to  them  that  (hould  keep  the  Sab- 
bath \  which  demonftrates  it  to  be  a  moral  and  perpe- 
tually binding  duty. 

VI.  Chrift  himtelf  plainly  tells  uf,  «c  That  he  came 
not  to  deftroy  (or  abrogate  any  part  of)  the  moral  law, 
but  to  fulfil  it,"  feverely  threatening  thofe  who  would 
feck  to  invalidate  the  obligation  of  the  lead  of  thefe 
commands,  Matth.  v.  1 7,  18, 19.  and,  in  confirmation 
hereof,  he  bids  Chriftians  "  pray  that  their  fight  might 
not  be  on  the  Sabbath  day,"  Matth.  xxiv.  10.  Now,  the 
flight  he  there  fpeaks  of,  was  to  happen  in  Vefpafian'^ 
time,  about  forty  years  after  that  all  ceremonies  were 
aboliihed,  together  with  the  Jewiih  Sabbath,  as  I 
(hewed  before ;  and  yet  we  fee  Chrift  plainly  enough 
homolag-ites  the  morality  and  perpetual  obligation  of 
the  law  for  the  Sabbath,  under  the  N<:w  Td lament : 
for  he  (till  fuppofes  that  a  Sabbath  would  be  in  being 
tad  in  force,  after  all  the  ceremonies  were  abolilhed  \, 

F  2.  and 
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and  therefore  he  warns  his  difciples,  and  in  them  aH 
Chriftians  to  the  end  of  the  world,  to  make  it  a  pe- 
tition in  their  prayers  upon  any  approaching  calamity, 
to  be  delivered  from  the  neceffity  of  fleeing  upon  the 
day  when  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath  fhould  be  obferved : 
Seeing  it  is  no  fmall  aggravation  of  our  diftrefs  to 
be  forced  to  flee  and  travel  on  God's  holy  day,  when 
we  fhould  be  employed  in  attending  the  folemn  ordi- 
nances of  his  worlhip,  and  enjoying  communion  with 
God  therein. 

VII.  A  feventh  argument  may  be  taken  from  the  ab- 
furdities  that  would  follow  upon  the  denying  the  mora- 
lity  of  this  command..  For  then,  i.  There  would  be 
but  nine  commands  in  the  moral  law,  which  is  dire&ly 
cohtrary  to  fcript-ure ;  for  we  are  told  that  there  are  ten 
in  it,  Deut.  x.  4.  "  And  ne  wrote  on  the  tables,  ac- 
cording to  the  firft  writing,  the  ten  commandments, 
which  the  Lord  fpake  out  of  the  midft  of  the  fire/9  &c. 

2.  It  would  open  a  door  for  atheifm  and  immorality* 
and  tend  to  call  loofe  the  whole  moral  law  :  For  if  we 
yield  that  the  fourth  commandment  is  not  moral,  but 
ceremonial ;  why  may  not  fome,  in  the  next  place,  rife 
up  and  fay,  the  fecond  and  fifth  are  not  moral  neither  ? 
and  fo  on,  concerning  the  reft.  But  the  Lord,  having 
written  the  whole  moral  law  in  tables  of  (tone,  and  the 
fourth  command  in  midft  thereof,  doth  teach  us  there- 
by, that  the  whole  of  it  fhould  be  indelibly  written  in 
our  hearts,  and  that  the  obligation  of  it,  and  of  this 
command  among  the  reft,  can  never  be  extinguiihed. 

Lqftly,  The  univerfal  church  have  ftill  held  the  com- 
mandment  of  the  Sabbath  to  be  moral,  and  of  perpe- 
tual obligation,  and  that  the  feventh  day  of  our  time 
lhould  be  confecrated  Unto  the  Lord*  The  conftant 
practice  of  all  true  Chriftans,  fince  the  apoftle6  times, 
in  obferving  a  weekly  Sabbafh,  is  a  great  confirmation 
of  this  truth  j  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  the  judg- 
ment and  practice  of  the  catholic  church  have  been  fo 
uniform,  conftant,  and  uninterrupted  in  this  matter, 
that  we  do  not  find  fo  much  as  one  heretick,  or  perfon 
of  any  fort  in  ancient  times,  that  ever  prefumed  to  op- 
pofe  or  contradict  this  doclrine. 

And 
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And  as  the  forefaid  univerfal  confent  evldenceth  this 
truth  or  law  to  be  of  Mdivin6  inftitution,  fo  it  proves  it 
to  be  a  dictate  of  the  law  of  nature  and  found  rcafon, 
that  one  day  of  the  week  mould  be  dedicate  to  the  wor- 
ship and  fervice  of  God,      Yea,  fo  ftrong  is  the  lie;ht 
hereof,  that  thofe  who  have  apbftatized  from  the  true 
religion,  and  have  taken  up  with  the  vile.fl  of.  fuperftt- 
tions,  have  dill  found  it  neceffary  to  fix  upon  a  certain 
day  of  the  week,  fo*  tHe  performing  of  folemn  wodhip ; 
and  fo  the  Mahometans  have  chofen  Friday  for  this  end, 
and  the  Parthians  obferved  Tuefday  :    For  it  is  evident 
toevery  rational  man,  that  the  religious  obfervation  of 
a  weekly  Sabbath  is  the  greateft  preservative  of  a  folemn 
profeffion  of  religion  in  the  world.      Take  away  from 
araongft  men  all  confeience  of  obfejrving  a  dated  day 
of  facred  reft  to  God,  for  the  celebration  of  his  wor- 
ship in  affemblies,  and  ail  religion  will  quickly  decay, 
if  not  come  to  nothing  in  the  world.      And  it  is  to  Sj 
obferved,  that,  wherever  religion  flour  Hheth  in  the  pow- 
er of  it,  there  we  find  moft  confeience  made  in  the  ob- 
fervation of  the  Sabbath. 
$ue/l.  V.  If  the  fourth  commandment  be  moral  and 
'  perpetual ;  how  then  could  the  Sabbath  be  changed 
from  the  laft  to  the  firfl  day  of  the  week,  as  we  fee  it 
done  ? 

Anf.  The  precife  day  of  the  week  for  the  Sabbath 
not  being  of  the  effence  of  the  fourth  commandment, 
but  only  an  alterable  circumftance  hi*  it,  the  actual 
iteration  thereof  under  the  New  Teftament  makes  no 
more  againft  the  morality  of  the  fourth  command,  than 
*be  change  of  the  outward  ordinances  and  means  of 
worfhip  under  the  gofpel,  makes  againft  the  morality 
of  the  fecond  command.  That  the  keeping  of  the  pre- 
eife  feventh  day  of  the  week  is  diftincl:  from  the  fcope 
and  fubftance  of  the  fourth  command,  which  is  onljh 
to  inftitute  one  day  in  feven  for  the  Sabbath,  is  pretty 
evident  from  the  command  itfelf,  both  in  the  firtt  and 
laft  words  of  it.  The  firft  words/"  Remember  the  Sab- 
°ath  day  to  keep  it  holy,"  do  contain  the  whole  fub- 
*We  of  the  command  :  the  laft  words,  "  Wherefore 
fo  Lord  bleffcd  the  Sabbath  day  and  hallowed  it,"  do 

contain 
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contain  the  formal  reafon  of  the  command  :  And  itM 
neither  of  thefe  is  the  feventh  day  of  the  week  fpote 
of;-  which  notifies  to  us,  that  the  observation  of  that: 
precife  day  is  not  eff  ntial  to  the  moral  and  (landing 
law  of  the  Sabbath,  but  feparable  from  it.  If  it  be  faid^ 
that  the  command  enforceth  the  observation  of  this 
day  from  God's  example  in  refting  upon  it ;  I  anfwer* 
that  a  feventh  day's  Ted  after  fix  days  labour,  is  all  the 
conformity  which  the  fourth  command  requires  of  «e 
to  the  example  of  God,  u  *•  any  feventh  day  he  pleafetb 
to  appoint. 

Moreover,  our  natural  reafon  argueth  for  what  \m 
above  afferted  :  For  though  the  Jews,  who  lived  in  the 
land  of  Paleftine,  might  poflibly  have  obferved  the  pre- 
cife  feventh  day  from  the  creation  ;  yet  the  joint  obier* 
ration  of  that  precife  time  was  impoflible  to  all  other* 
whom  the  fourth  command  doth  concern,  becaufe  of 
the  difference  of  the  climate  where  they  live,  which 
makes  it  night  to  many  of  them,  when  it  was  day  te 
the  Jews.  Again,  the  computation  of  our  time  hf 
weeks,  confiding  of  feven  days,  each  of  twenty  foua 
hours  length,  was  fo  interrupted  in  the  times  of  Jofhufl 
and  Hezekiah,  by  the  prodigious  lengthening  out  ol 
fome  days,  that  I  cannot  fee  how  the  precife  feventh 
day  could  poflibjy  be  moral,  or  perpetually  binding. 
From  all  which  I  infer,  that  the  change  of  the  day,  by 
inftituting  the  Lord's  day,  or  firft  day  Sabbath,  in  the 
room  of  the  feventh  day  Sabbath,  doth  noways  repeal 
or  infringe  the  morality  and  fubftance  of  the  fourth 
commandment. 

Several  proper  queftions  may  be  moved  upon  this 
head. 

Quefl.  i.  By  what  authority  came  the  day  for  the 
Sabbath  to  be  changed  ?  An/.  By  the  fame  authority 
that  fir  (I  appointed  the  Sabbath,  I  mean  that  of.  our 
Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  who  is  true  God,  "  th?  Lord  of  the 
Sabbath,"  and  fovereign  Head  of  his  church. 

There  are  indeed  fome  differences  among  divines 
about  this  matter, y2>mf  holding  this  change  to  have  been 
made  immediately  by  Chrift  himfelf  •,  others  >  that  it  was 
made  by  the  apoftle6 ;   But  both  opinions  come  to  one 

thing, 
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thing,  and  equally  eftablifh  the  divine  authority  of  the 
Lord's  day;  feeing  the  apoftles  were  divinely  infpired, 
and  infallibly  guided  by  thrift's  Spirit,  in  their  eccle- 
fiaftical  determinations,  delivering  nothing  to  be  con- 
ftantly  obferved  in  God's  worlhip,  but  what  they  had 
the  Lord's  authority  for,  according  to  I  Cor.  xi.  23. 

Athanafius  painly  affirms,  that  the  change  was  made 
by  the  Lord  hirafelf ;  and  indeed  it  is  more  than  pro* 
table,  that  during  Chrift's  forty  days  (lay  on  earth  af- 
ter his  refurre&ion,  wherein  he  continued  inftruding 
his  difciples  of  the  things  relating  to  the  gofpel-chur cht 
"  and  giving  his  commandments  to  his  apoftles,"  Ada 
i.  a,  3.  he,  among  other  things,  appointed  this  change, 
leaving  it  upon  his  apoftles  to  make  promulgation 
of  it  to  the  world  after  his  a  fee  n  (ion,  and  cfpeciaily 
at  Penticoft,  at  the  extraordinary  effufion  of  the  Spi- 
rit on  that  day,  whereby  he  publicly  confirmed  this 
charge. 

When  the  facred  penman  of  the  book  of  the  ASts 
tells  us,  that  Chrift  continued  for  fo  many  days  fp*ce 
after  bis  refuire£hon,  to  fpeA  to  his  apoftles  4t  of  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  i  e  the  gof- 
pci- church  ;  he  furely  hath  a  fpecial  refped:  to  the  in- 
frru&ions  he  gave  them  concerning  the  ordinances  and 
inftitutions  of  the  Chriftian  church.  And  as  he  in* 
ftruftcd  them  how  they  (hould  change  the  carnal  facri- 
ficeaof  beafts  into  the  fprritual  facrifices  of  prayer  and 
praife,  the  facrament  of  circumfion  into  that  of  hap- 
ten, and  the  facrament  of  the  pafTovcr  into  that  of 
the  Lord's  fupper;  fo  likewifc  he  inttru&ed  them  how 
to  change  the  feventhday  Sabbath,  into  that  of  the 
Lord's  day.  All  the  primitive  fathers  are  very  pofi- 
u*c  concerning  the -divine  authority  of  this  change. 
Ignatius,  who  lived  in  the  firft  century,  filth  (in  his 
Epift.)  concerning  the  Lord  s  day,  *  Omnis  Chriiti  ama- 
tor  dominicum  celebrat  diem,  reginam  et  principem 
dicrum  omnium/  Auguft.  Scrm.  151  de  tempore ,  faith, 
1  Dominicum  diem  apoltoii  reiigiofa  iolemmute  haben- 
dum, fanxerunt,  quia,  in  eodem  Redemptor  nolter 
'amortuis  refurrexerit,  quique  ideo  Dominicus  appeU 
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%uljl  2.  If  it  be  afked.  What  was  the  ncqeffity 
this  change  ?  I  anfwer  it  was  neceflary, 

t.  To  manifcft  Chrift's  glory  and  equality  with  rJ 
Father ;  for  Chrift  faith,  "  That  men  (hall  honour  t 
Son,  as 'they  honour  the  Father,"  John  v.  23.  Whei 
fore,  as  they  honoured  the  Father  with  a  Sabbath,  up 
account  of  his  reft  from  creation ;  fo  it  was  fit  th 
{hould  honour  the  Son  with  a  Sabbath,  upon  accou 
of  his  reft  from  redemption,  which  was  a  far  mc 
glorious  work  :  And,  therefore,  in  honour  of  the  Sc 
the  Chrift ian  Sabbath  is,  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  call 
the  Lord's  day. 

2.  The  change  of  the  day  was  neccffary  to  manif 
Chrift's  head th ip  ever  his  church,  and  that  he  is  t 
fovereign  Lord  over  his  own  houfe,  worship  and  or 
nances ;  and,  particularly,  that  he  is  "  Lord  of  t 
Sabbath>"  which  title  he  had  afTumed  before  in  M* 
ii.  28.  And  accordingly  he  would  have  this  convi 
cinglydii played  to  the  world,  by  (hewing  that  he 
able  to  change  the  day  of  his  folemn  worfhip. 

3.  Since  he  hath  thought  fit  to  appoint  a  new  ms 
ner  of  his  worfhip,  it  was  meet  to  appoint  a  new  til 
of  it  alfo.  The  Levitical  fervice  and  ceremonial  wi 
flitp  of  the  Sabbath  day  being  changed,  it  was  pro{ 
the  day  of  the  Sabbath  (hould  be  changed  alfo,  to  flu 
the  more  clearly  the  expiration  of  that  worship,  and 
induce  the  Jews  the  more  eafily  to  lay  it  afide,  and  ke 
Chriftians  the  more  from  judaizing. 

4.  There  were  fome  things  in  the  observation  of  t 
feventh  day  Sabbath  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites,  that  1 
longed  properly  to  that  nation,  and  not  to  others :  J 
j  1  God  designed  it  to  be  a  fignal  or  mark  for  difti 
guifhing  that  people  from  the  relt  of  tlie  \101ld  5  the: 
fore  he  calls  the  keeping  of  this  day,  4<  a  fign  betw 
him  and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  throughout  their  gei 
rations,"  Exod.  xxxi.  13.  17.  /.  c.  a  fign  they  w< 
God's  covenanted  people,  a  nation  that  (lood  in  a  pec 
liar  relation  to  God,  above  all  others  in  the  wor 
But,  this  relation  coming  at  length  to  be  altered,  it  v 
fit  the  fign  fhould  be  al(o  changed,  2.  When  God  : 
vived  the  inftitution  of  the  Sabbath  to  the  Jewifti  1 
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tk>n,  he  enjoined  them  to  keep  it  in  memory  of  their 
deliverance  from  Egypt,  as  well  as  the  creation  of  the 
world :  for  it  is  very  obfervable  tn  Dew.  v.  when  Mofcs 
called  the  Israelites  together  in  a  folemn  manner,  to 
put  them  in  mind  of  the  covenant  God  had  made  with 
them  in  Horeb,  he  repeats  the  Ten  Commandments  to 
them :   But,  in  vepeating  of  the  fourth,  he  leaves  out 
the  argument  for  keeping  the  Sabbath,  taken  from  God's 
creating  of  the  world  in  fix  days,  and  reding  the  feventh  1 
and,  in  the  room  of  it,  puts  in  their  miraculous  deliver- 
ance from  Egypt :  For,  in  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  com- 
mand, he  fays,  Deut.  v.  15.  "  Remember  that  thou, 
waft  a  fervant,  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  the  Lord  thy 
God  brought  thee  out  thence,  through  a  mighty  hand, 
and  by  a  ftrerched-out  arm ;  therefore  the  Lord  thy 
God  commanded  thee  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day.''     And 
hence  fome  think,  that  it  was  not  precifely  the  feventh 
day  from  the  creation  that  was  appointed  for  the  Jewilh 
Sabbath,  but  the  feventh  day  from  their  deliverance 
from  Egypt*    Laftlyy  This  day  was  alfo  appointed  them, 
for  to  call  to  mind  their  wonderful  deliverance  at  the 
Redfea,  which  feveral  learned  writers  are  of  opinion, 
was  wrought  for  them  on  the  morning  of  the  Jewifli 
Sabbath,  and  feems  very  probable  from  Exod.  xii.  15. 
16. 17..  and  hence  they  are  enjoined  to  reft,  and  ceate 
from  their  labour  on  this  day,  in  rememberance  of  their 
being  mkaculoufly  refcued  on  it  from  Egypt,  and  of 
their  refting  from  the  cruel  bondage  thereof.     From  all 
which  k  appears,  that  there  was  fomcthing  in  this  com- 
ftandment  peculiar  to  the  Jewifli  nation,  and  which 
belonged  not  to  others*    And  whence  I  may  well  infer, 
4at  if  the  deliverance  by  Mofes,  from  Egypt  and  the 
Red  fea,  was  a  good  ieafon  for  the  Sabbath  of  the  Jews, 
faely  the  eternal  redemption  by  Chrift,  from  fin  and 
tall,  is  a  much  ftronger  and  better  reafon  for  the  Sab- 
**th  of  the  Chriftians. 

5*.  In  the  command  for  the  feventh  day  Sabbath, 
there  were  fome  things  typical  and  myftical,  peculiar  to 
d*  Old  Teftament  times,  and  which  were  to  be  ful- 
led in  the  Meffiah  and  gofpel-  times ;  and  therefore  to 
<*  aboKflied*  1.  The  feventh  day  Sabbath  reprcfent- 
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ed  Chrift,  who  is  the  only  reft,  centre,  and  farisfa£tiofi 
of  our  fouls  ;  therefore  th-  apoftlc  tells  us,  Col.  ii.- 17* 
That  the  Sabbath  "  was  a  (hadow  of  things  to  comd 
but  the  body  is  of  Chrift,'*  u  e.  He  is  the  fubftanc« 
which  this  (hadow  or  type  represented. 

2.  It  fignified  the  great  Sabbath  of  the  New  Teft»c*- 
ment,  or  the  happy  times  of  the  gofpel,  wherein  th-  ^^ 
faithful  were  to  reft  from  the  fervile  rites  and  burdens 
fome  ceremonies  of  t»»e  law. 

3.  The  feventh  day  Sabbath  being  a  u   (hadow 
things  to  come/'  typified  the  believer's  reft  and  deliver" 
ance  by  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  bondage  of  fin,  and  bet- 
ing brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  childrer 
of  God. 

4.  The  Jewifh  Sabbath,  with  its  ceremonial 
typical  worfhip    under  the  law,    (hadowed  forth  th^^^1 
Chriftian  Sabbath,  with  its  pure  and  fpiritual  worfliip 
under  the  gofpel,  and  fo  is  expired. 

5.  The  reft  of  the  feventh  day  Sabbath  was  a  typ 
and  (hadow  of  Chrift's  refting  upon  that  day  in  the 
grave,  and  therefore  could  not  be  continued  after 
refurreftion,  more  than  any  of  the  other  types  fulfille 
in  Chrift.       Our  Saviour,   by  choofing  to  ly   burie 
throughout  this  day  in  the  grave,  did  thereby  bury  the^^^ 
Jewifti  feventh  day  Sabbath  with  the  reft  of  their  tj  ~~ 

and  (hadows.  Hence  it  is  that  the  apoftle  Paul,  Col.- 
ii.  16.  17.  doth  exprefsly  number  the  Sabbah  amor_ 
the  Old  Te  (lament  (hadow?,  that  ceafed  upon  their  be- 
ing accompliftied  in  Chrift  the  fubftance  and  Antitype, 
who  came  in  place  of  all  the  legal  (hadows.  Now,  it; 
being  evident  from  the  forefaid  text,  that  the  Jewi(h 
Sabbath  was  abrogated  by  Chrift's  death  and  resurrec- 
tion ;  it  is  necefTary  to  believe  that  either  Chrift,  by 
himfelf  or  his  apoftles,  did  appoint  another  day  in  lieu 
thereof,  for  the  folemn  worftnp  of  God  ;  otherwife  the 
(late  of  the  Chriftian  church  under  the  New  Teftament 
would  be  far  worfe  than  that  of  the  Jews  under  the 
Old,  which  is  abfurd. 

6.  The  two  ages  before  and  after  Chrift,  are  reckon- 
ed as  two  diverfe  worlds,  Heb.  ii.  5.  wherefore  as,  when 
the  firft  world  was  made  by  creation,  there  was  a  day 
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Jet  apart  in  memory  thereof  ;fo,  when  the  world  was 
renewed  by  redemption,  it  was  fit  there  (hould  be  a 
day  kept  in  Honour  and  memory  of  that  great  work : 
For\  if  the  perfecting  the  work  of  the  firft  crea'ion  de- 
ferved  to  have  a  day  fct  apart  for  celebrating  the  power 
and  glory  of  the  Author,  much  more  doth  the  finilhing 
the  new  creation,  or  rcftoration  of  the  world,  deferve 
a  day  to  be  confecrated  for  the  com  nemorating  of  that, 
in  regard  the  glorious  attributes  of  God  do  lhine  far 
more  brightly  in  this,  than  in  the  other. 

£%ueft.  111.    If  it  be  afc/d,   Why  was  the  Sabbatfr 
changed  to  the  firft  day  ot  the  week  ?  ' 
I  anfwer,  For  many  reafons. 

L    The  great  re*fv>n  given  for  obferving  the  laft  day 
of  the  week,  doth  plead  more  ftrongly  now  for  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the. firft  cjay  of  the  week      The  reafon  for 
obferving  the  feventh  day  was,  becaufe  the  Lord  refted 
that  day  from  the  great  work  he  had  made,  viz.  of  crea- 
tion* which  ought  to  be  remembered  with  thankfulnefs 
and  praifc.     Now,  when  God  gave  the  ten  command- 
ments-, there  was  no  greater  work  in  the  world  than 
the   creation  5  and  therefore  it  was  fit  that  the  day  of 
God's  reft  from  his  greateft  work  (hould  be  the  Sab- 
bath, or  day  of  reft  to  the  world*      But,  (hould  God 
thereafter  work  a  greater  work  than  creating   heaven 
and  earth  j  then,  by  paiity  of  reafon,  and  cveh  by  vir- 
tue of  th£  fourth  commandment,  the  day  of  God's  re(t 
from  that,  (hould  be  the  Sabbath  of  the  world.     Now* 
*He  work  of  redemption,  which  the  Lord  perfected-,  an4 
.x-efted  from  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  is.  far  greater 
than  the  work  of  creation  ;  it  doth  even  eclipfe  and 
Cwallow  it  up,  as  the  temple  did  the  tabernacle  :    It  is 
far  more  valued  and  efteemed  by  God  the  Author,  and 
ought  to  be  far  more  regarded  and  remembered  by  us 
0x1  many  accounts. 

1.  In  regard,  that  in  the  world's  redemption  there 
is  a  far  more  glorious  difplay  of  the  divine  attributes, 
God's  power,  wifdom,  juftice,  goodnefs,  &c  than  \n 
the  world's  creation. 

2.  It  is  much  more  for  our  benefit  and  comfort  than 
the  work  of  creation  \  we  could  have  had  nq  comfort 
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in  this  without  the  other ;  for  the  whole  creation  grots 
ed  under  the  burden  of  fin,  and,  by  reafon  thereof*  *.' 
the  creatures  were  at  enmity  with  us.  Without  rt 
demption  what  pleafure  can  we  take  in  our  creation 
fince  by  it  we  are  made  capable  only  of  everlaftir* 
mifery  and  diftru&ion  ?  Alas  !  there  are  no  comfort 
in  being  creatures,  if  we  be  not  made  new  creatures 
and  there  is  no  doing  of  that,  but  by  this  new  and  gia 
rious  method. 

3.  In  regard  the  fecond  creation  was  a  work  of  fa 
greater  difficulty  and  expence  than  the  firft.  The  fir! 
was  finiflyed  by  the  word  of  his  mouth,  but  the  fecom 
could  not  be  perfected  but  by  the  blood  and  death  a 
his  dear  Son  :  The  firft  was  finiihed  in  fix  days  j  but  i 
coil  the  Son  of  God  above  thirty  three  years  psinfu 
travail  and  fuffering  in  the  world,  to  eftettuate  the  fe 
cond.  In  the  firft  there  was  no  oppofition  ;  for,  fine 
the  world  was  made  out  of  nothing,  there  was  nothing 
to  make  refiftance  to  the  Creator :  But  in  the  fecom 
creation,  or  redemption  of  the  world,  there  was  a  for 
xnidable  oppofition  made  by  juftice,  men,  and  devils 
It  was  wonderful  for  the  glorious  fabric  of  heaven  am 
earth  to  be  made  out  of  nothing  ;  but  much  more  fo 
the  Maker  of  all  things  to  be  made  of  a  woman,  Jefu 
Chrift  to  be  born  of  his  own  creature.  In  the  fir! 
creation  God  made  us  like  himfelf ;  but  here  the  Lor< 
makes  himfelf  like  us.  The  glorious  Creator  is  mad 
a  creature,  yea,  made  fin,  made  a  curfe,  to  fave  man 
his  finful  creature,  from  the  curfe.  We  may  indeei 
fay,  "  We  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made ;"  bu 
much  more  are  we  fearfully  and  wonderfully  redeemed 
Creation  was  the  work  of  God's  fingers,  Pfal.  viii.  3 
but  redemption  the  work  of  his  arm,  Luke.  i.  5  t.  W< 
ufe  the  ftrength  of  the  arm,  to  effe&uate  what  the  fin 
gers  cannot  do.  So  that  we  fee  it  is  a  far  greater  worl 
and  miracle  to  bring  us  back  from  hell,  than  to  brinj 
us  from  nothing  *,  to  make  us  faints,  than  to  make  u 
men  and  women.  Well  then,  if  God's  refting  iron 
his  work  of  creation  on  the  feventh  day,  determinec 
mankind  to  keep  this  day  for  a  Sabbath  in  a  thankfu 
remembrance  thereof,  much  more  (hould  God  incar 
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mote's  raiting  a  new  world  at  a  far  greater  charge,  and 

letting  from  hig  labour  of  love  on  the  firft  day  of  the 

week,  determine  us  to  obferve  that  day  for  a  Sabbath, 

man  adoring  remembrance  of  his  infinite  glory  and 

goodnefs  difplayed  in  this  ftupendous  work. 

4.  The   Lord  himfelf  delights  and  rejoices   much 
more  in  the  new  creation,  than  in  the  old,  his  glory 
being  more  confpicuous  by  the  one  than  by  the  other  ; 
and  that  which  is  efteemed  and  preferred  by  him,  ought 
to  be  fo  by  us.     The  Lord  indeed  took  pleafure  in  the 
tevieur  of  his  works  in  the  firft  creation,  when  he  at 
firft  rcfted  from  the  fame  :    But  thefe  being  afterwards 
'all  corrupted  and  deformed  by  (in,  his  complacency 
therein  was  exceedingly  diminiQied.     Hence,  Gen.  vi. 
it  is  faid,    "    It  .repented  him  he  had  made  man :" 
Wherefore  k  was  proper  and  neceffary  to  transfer  the 
Sabbath  to  the  day  of  the  world's  new  creation  or  re- 
lation, effected  and  completed  by  the  refurre&ion  of 
Jcfus  Chrift  the  world's  Redeemer,  in  which  day  the 
Lord  retted  from  thefe  his  more  glorious  works,  de- 
lighting himfelf  in  the  review  thereof  with  an  everlaft- 
Hig  complacency. 

Laftly,  To  confirm  what  is  faid,  let  it  be  obferved, 
that  God  fo  far  preferred  the  work  of  redemption  to 
Aat  of  creation,  that  he  changed  the  beginning  of  the 
fear  (as  Dr  Lightfoot  remarks  on  Exod  xiii.)  from  the 
time  of  the  world's  creation,  to  the  time  of  the  pafibver, 
and  the  Ifraelites  deliverance  from  Egypt  by  Mofes,  as 
being  an  eminent  type  of  our  redemption  from  fin  and 
hell  by  Jefus  Chrift.  We  have  reafon  to  believe,  thar, 
from  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  year  began  in 
September,  at  the  time  of  the  autumnal  Equinox  ;  for 
we  find  the  fruits  were  on  the  trees  at  the  creation, 
Gen.  i.  12.  But  when  God  inftituted  the  firft  paflbver, 
which  immediately  ufhered  in  the  Ifraelites  deliver- 
ance from  Egypt  which  was  in  March,  at  the  vernal 
Equinox ;  he  changed  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
°*dered  it  to  commence  from  that  time,  Exod.  xii.  2. 
)*  This  month  fhall  be  unto  you  the  beginning  of  months, 
|t  fhall  be  the  firft  month  of  the  year  to  you."  Now, 
*f  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  changed  upon  the  ac- 
count 


54  Of  the  divine  Inflituton 

count  of  the  type,  a  day  mijjht  well  be  changed  up* 
the  account  of  the  antitype.  If  the  month  of  the  figi 
rative  redemption  was  fo  remarkable,  that  the  mon 
of  the  world's  creation  mud  give  place  to  it ;  then  fur 
ly  the  fubftance  itfelf,  when  it  appeared,  might  wc 
be  the  caufe  of  the  change  of  a  day,  and  the  feyent 
day  of  the  creation  give  place  to  the  fir  ft  day  of  tl 
finilhing  of  our  redemption* 

II.  Since  there  was  a  nectfiity  of  changing  the  SaJ 
bath  from  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  as  is  alrea* 
proven ;  it  could  be  into  no  othetf  day  fo  fitly  as  tl 
firft  day  of  the  week,  on  feveral  accounts. 

1.  Becaufe  of  its  anfwering  the  intent  of  the  coo 
mand  better  than  another  day  :  For  if  the  Sabbai 
had  been  changed  into  the  fecond,  third,  fourth,  or  ai 
other  day  of  the  week  than  the  fir  ft,  the  morality 
the  fourth  command  had  been  infringed :  For  fo  G< 
would  not  have  had  one  day,  and  man  fix  workis 
days  together  of  one  and  the  lame  week ;  as  the  cor 
mand  requires.  But  now  it  holds  in  a  conftant  court 
God  hath  his  one  day,  and  we  our  fix  together  in  01 
and  the  fame  week  \  as  it  was  from  the  beginnia 
And,  by  this  wife  alteration!  there  was  never  a  we« 
without  a  Sabbath,  and  never  a  week  had  two  Sa 
baths.  For  a*  the  week  ended  with  the  Jews  Sabbat 
fo  the  next  week  began  with  the  Chriltian  Sabbatl 
which  could  not  have  been,  if  any  other  feventh  ds 
had  been  chofen* 

2.  Since  there  behoved  to  be  a  change,  it  was  vei 
agreeable  to  reafon  to  begin  the  week  with  Pod,  at 
that  our  Creator  and  Benefa&or  ftiould  be  firlt  ferve 
and  have  his  portion  of  the  week  ailigned  to  him  : 
the  firft  place,  that  his  worlhip  might  have  the  pr 
ference  to  our  labour  \  and  alfo,  that  our  confecratir 
the  firft  fruits  of  the  week  to  God,  might  in  a  mann< 
fandify  the  whole,  obtain  his  bleffing  on  the  weei 
labour,  and  make  all  our  works  therein  the  more  a 
ceptable  to  him. 

3.  The  firft  day  of  the  week  is  the  fitted  for  kee 
ing  up  the  memory  both  of  the  firft  and  fecond  ere 
tion  of  the  world.     For  it  being  a  day  of  reft  alwa 

fucceedii 
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fucceeding  our  fix  days  labour,  puts  us  in  mind  of 

God's  6nifhing  the  works  of  creation  in  fix  days  fpace, 
and  refting  the  feventh.  And  efpccially,  it  being  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  ferves  to  mind  us  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  and  of  its  firft  creation ;  feeing  it 
was  on  this  day  that  God  began  his  glorious  work,  fay- 
ing, "  Let  there  be  light "  But  in  a  fpecial  manner, 
this  day  ferves  to  perpetuate  the  memorial  of  this  great- 
er bleffing  of  the  world's  toew  creation  or  redemption 
by  Jefus  Chrift ;  fince  on  it  he  finiftied  this  work  by  his 
refurreftion.  It  was  on  this  day  that  not  only  that 
temporal  and  perifhing  light  did  firft  fhine  at  the  firft 

creation ; but  alfo  that  eternal  and  heavenly  light 

brake  out  in  a  meridian  fplendor,  the  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs  arofe  from  a  dark  grave,  and  (hined  on  a  dark 
world,  and  brought  light,  life,  peace,  healing,  and  all 
mercies  under  his  wings. 

4.  It  is  the  fitted  day  for  celebrating  the  honour 
and  memory  of  all  the  pcrfons  of  the  glorious  Trinity ; 
For  though  Jefus  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trini- 
ty, be  honoured  by  this  day  in  a  peculiar  manner,  upon 
account  of  his  glorious  reft  this  day  from  the  work  of 
redemption  5  yet  the  Father  and  Holy  Ghoft  are  this 
day  remarkably  honoured  alfo.  The  Father  did  not  only 
begin  this  day  to  create  but  he  was  the  glorious  contri- 
ver of  our  happinefs,  and  fetit  his  Son  to  carry  on  that 
blefied  work  of  redemption,  which  was  this  day  happi- 
ly completed.  Alfo  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  honoured  by  ob- 
fenring  this  day,  fince  he  glorioufly  defcended  at  Pen- 
tecoft  on  this  day  for  fitting  and  furnilhing  the  apoftles 
for  the  work  of  the  gofpel :  and  he  is  the  blefled  Ap- 
plier  of  the  redemption  finiflied  this  day  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
*nd  is  in  a  more  efpecial  manner  at  work  this  day,  in 
nuking  faving  application  of  it  unto  ektt  fouls,  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel. 

III.  The  Sabbath  is  changed  to  the  firft  day  of  the 
*eek,  becaufe  it  is  the  molt  honourable  and  glorious 
day  to  Chrift  and  his  church,  that  ever  dawned  upon 
the  world :  The  moil  honourable  day  to  our  Redeemer, 
*pd  the  mod  joyful  to  the  redeemed ;  and  therefore 

'  tto  be  kept  in  perpetual  remembrance. 

Hence 
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Hence,  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  ever  fince  Cbrift'j 
lefurre&ion  upon  this  day,  it  is  called  the  Lord's  daft 
it  being  the  molt  glorious  day  ever  he  had.  It  was  * 
an  eminent  manner  his  birth  day,  for  in  it  he  was  bora 
from  the  dead :  in  it  God  folcmnly  owned  him  to  be 
his  only  begotten  Son;  hence  that  word  in  Pfal.  tu 
u  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  I  have  begotten  thee,"  is 
applied  to  the  day  of  his  refnrre&ion,  A  As  sin.  13* 
"  He  was  this  day  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power/'  Rom.  1.  4.  For,  at  his  rifing,  he  made  the 
earth  to  (hake,  the  graves  to  open,  the  (tones  to  roll  a* 
way,  the  dead  to  rife  and  appear,  the  foldiers  to  tremble 
and  flee,  and  both  faints  and  angels  to  come  and  attend 
him.  And  was  not  this  a  triumphant  day  to  him  i  Yea, 
on  this  day  he  conquered  the  grave,  death  and  hell,  and 
(hewed  himfelf  to  be  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  tri- 
umphing over  his  and  our  enemies.  His  birth  and 
death  did  (hew  him  to  be  truely  man,  but  his  refurrec- 
tion  did  manifcft  him  to  be  truely  God,  and  the  greai 
Redeemer  of  the  world.  Hereby  he  gave  full  proof 
that  he  had  completely  finiflied  the  work  of  our  redemp 
tion,  paid  the  eleft's  debt,  fatisfied  divine  juftice,  cancel 
led  our  bond  and  obtained  an  ample  difcharge,  fince  h< 
as  our  great  Cautioner,  was  now  let  out  of  prifon.  W« 
not  this  then  a  joyful  day,  a  day  to  be  had  in  everlaftiu 
remembrance  ?  The  day  our  Jonas  came  fafe  out  of  th 
whale's  belly ;  the  day  our  Samfon  carried  away  the  gat* 
of  Gaza,  Now  it  was  that  death  loft  its  (ling  \  now  tJ 
grave  and  hell  loft  their  purchafe  5  now  the  ferpent 
head  was  bruifed  \  now  were  they  all  fwallowed  up  i 
viftory  ;  now  it  was  that  our  glorious  Redeemer  reft£ 
from  all  the  works  of  fdffering  and  redemption,  andu 
joiced  in  the  review  thereof,  with  infinite  complacency 
And  ought  not  we,  who  are  fo  much  concerned,  chea: 
fully  to  reft  this  day  with  Chrift,  in  a  thankful  remerr 
brance  of  all  he  hath  done  ? 

IV.  This  day  was  prophefied  of  long  before,  Pfa 
cxviii.  24.  "  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  mad 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it."  The  current  of  e: 
pofitors  undeiftand  this  day  of  our  Chriftian  Sabbat] 
and  of  Chrift's  refurreflion  thereon  \  for  here  plain 

the 
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there  %  %  prophecy  of  Chrift,  and  of  a  remarkable  day 
wtercat  the  world  {hould  wonder,  and  the  church  re- 
joice. "  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,'' 
it  of  which  God  is  author.  He  made  it,  not  by  crea- 
tion only,  as  he  made  all  days ;  but  by  confecration,  de- 
fining and  appointing  it  for  a  peculiar  end,  even  for 
that  ftrange -and  wonderful  work  of  Chrift's  refarre&i- 
on  from  the  grave,  when  he  obtained  his  glorious  victo- 
ry, and  our  gracious  deliverance  from  hell  and  deftruc- 
tfon.  Again,  he  made  it,  i.  e.  (as  the  word  from  the 
original  may  be  rendered)  exalted  it.  This  is  the  day 
which  the  Lord  hath  honoured  and  exalted  above  its 
fallows,  above  the  feventh,  or  any  other  dajr  of  the 
week,  becaufe  of  the  incomparable  work  of  this  day* 
That  the  day  prophefied  of  in  that  place  is  fome  re. 
raarkable  day  of  the  Meffiah.  is  very  clear,  if  we  con- 
sider the  context,  and  the  two  preceding  verfes  of  this 
Pfalm ;  by  which  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  day  there 
fpoke  of  is  the  day  wherein  "  the  ftone  reje&ed  by  the 
builders,"  (i.  e.  Chrift,  who  was  rejected  by  the  elders, 
fcribes  and  pharifees,  the  pretended  builders)  became 
"  the  head  of  the  corner  :"  Now  what  day  was  this,  but 
his  M  refurredtion-day  ln  in  which  God,  by  railing  him 
from  the  dead,  glorioufly  exalted  him  above  ail  his  ene- 
mies, rolled  away  his  reproach,  made  him  "  Head  of  the 
comer,"  and  Head  of  the  church,  by  openly  declaring 
him,  to  be  his  "  Son  with  power,"  and  that  to  the  terror 
and  confufion  of  all  his  enemies,  and  the  joy  and  glad- 
nefs  of  all  his  friends.  And  to  put  it  beyond  doubt, 
that  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  place,  fee  it  particularly 
applied  by  Peter,  l>efore  the  Jewi(h  Sanhedrim,  A£t$ 
"Mi,  12.  "  Be  it  known  to  you,  that  this  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  ye  crucified,  God  hath  raifed  from  the  dead :" 
And  therefore  he  fubjoins,  verfe  1 2.  "  This  is  the  ftone 
which  was  fet  at  nought  of  you  builders,  which  is  be- 
come the  head  of  the  corner."  Now,  this  being  fuch  a 
memorable  day,  the  pfal mill's  direction  is,  that  all  Chrif- 
tiftis  (hould  rtj  /ice  and  be  glad  in  it ;  which  indeed  it 
a  moil  proper  duty  on  our  Chriitian  Sabbath. 

Again  we  have  another  prophecy  concerning  this  day, 
to  Ifa.  xi.  10.  "  And  in  that  day  there  Hull  be  a  root 
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of  Jefle,  which  (hall  (land  for  an  enfign  of  the  people; 
to  it  (hall  the  Gentiles  feck,  and  his  reft  (hall  be  glori- 
ous." Now,  what  was  that  fpecial  day,  wherein  Chrift 
was  raifed  and  exalted  for  an  enfign*  to  invite  add  en- 
gage the  nations  to  flee  to  him  as  their  Redeemer  i  Was 
it  not  his  refurreftion  day,  on  which  he  was  declared 
to  the  world  to  be  "  the  Son  of  God  with  power," 
Rom  1.4-  This  is  the  day  then  on  which  his  reft  war 
glorious.  For  as  God  the  Father's  "  reft  from  the 
work  of  creation  was  glorious,"  and  had  great  glory 
and  honour  put  on  it,  by  the  world's  keeping  a  Sabbath 
for  about  four  thoufand  years  thereupon ;  fo  God  the 
Son's  "  reft  from  the  work  of  redemption"  was  to- 
have  great  gltfry  and  honour  put  upon  it,  by  the 
Chriftian  world's  obferving  a  weekly  Sabbath  on  it,  to 
the  end  of  time* 

And  was  it  not  a  glorious  reft  which  the  Son  of  God 
had  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  from  his  great  and 
ftupendous  work,  when  he  had  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  and  had  given  the 
finifhing  ftroke  to  the  new  creation ;  when  all  "  the 
ftars  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  fhouted  for 
joy  ?"  It  was  on  this  day  the  Son  refted  from  his  works, 
"  and  was  refreftied,"  as  it  is  faid  of  God,  Exod.  xxxi. 
17.  with  refpeft  to  his  refting  from  the  works  of  the 
firft  creation.  Now,  as  God's  reft  from  his  works  on 
the  feventh  day,  and  his  being  refreflied  therein,  was  a 
fufficient  indication  of  the  precife  day  of  reft  which  he 
would  have  obferved  by  the  world  under  the  old  dif- 

Jenfation  of  the  covenant ;  fo  the  reft  of  our  Lord 
efus  Chrift  from  his  works  erf  the  firft  day  of  tfie 
week,  and  his  being  refreftied  therein,  is  a  fufficient 
indication  of  the  precife  day  of  reft  which  he  would 
have  obferved  under  the  difpenfation  of  the  new 
covenant.  And  accordingly,  upon  this  indication,  we 
immediatly  find  the  difciples  afTembling  themfelvea 
together  upon  this  day  of  their  Redeemer's  reft; 
and  no  fooner  are  they'  met,  but  Chrift  comes  and 
graciously  meets  with  them,  folemnly  blefles  them, 
and  gives  them  the  Holy  Ghoft,  John  xx.  19.  from. 

which 
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which  time  forward,  the  firft  day  of  the  week  was  ne- 

rtr  without  its  folemn  aflcmblies* 

Moreover,  we  have  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  ex* 
prefsiy  confirming  the  forefaid  prophecies  concerning 
Condi's  reft  upon  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  by  telling 
Oi,  that  under  the  gofpel,  "  there  remained  a  reft  for 
the  people  of  God,"  Heb.  iv.  9.  Now  if  this,  place  be 
duly  confide  red,  and  rightly  underftood,  it  will  mightily 
Confirm  the  change  of  the  Sabbath  from  the  laft  to  the 
firft  day  of  the  week.  For  the  word,  which  is  there 
rendered  r*/?,  in  the  original  is  Sabbati/mos^  and  (hould 
be  rendered  a  Sabbatifm  or  Sabbath-  keeping  and  fo  the 
meaning  is,'  (according  to  Do&or  Owen  and  other 
learned  commentators)  u  There  remaineth  a  Sabbath 
keeping  for  the  people  of  God,  under  the  New  Tefta- 
snent  as  well  as  under  the  old."  And  this  (as  the  a- 
poftle  (houid  in  the  cdntcxt)  behoved  neceffarily  to  be  a 
new  Sabbatifm,  in  regard  it  hath  a  new  foundation,  in 
correfpondence  to  the  foundation  of  the  old  Sabbatifm 
mentioned  verfe  4.  of  that  chapter.  "  For  he  fpake  in 
a  certain  place  of  the  feventhday  on  this  wife,  And  God 
did  reft  the  feventh  day  from  all  his  works."  Well  (faith 
the  apoftle)  the  new  Sabbatifm  hath  the  like  founda* 
tion,  verfd  10.  "  For  he  {viz.  Jefus  Chrift)  that  is  enr 
tered  into  his  relj,  bath  alio  ceafed  from  his  own  works, 
as  God  did  from  his."  Now,  it  was  on  the  morning 
of  the  firft  day  of » the  week  that  Chriftentered  into  his 
mediatory  reft  from  his  works  of  redemption,  as  God  on 
the  feventh  day  entered  into  his  reft  from  the  work  of 
creation.  And  as  God,  by  his  reding  on  the  feventh 
day,  did  determine  that  day  for  a  facred  fabbatical  reft 
under  the  Old  Te (lament ;  fo  Chrift  (who  is  the  Lord 
of  the  Sabbath)  by  his  entering  into  his  reft  on  the  firft 
day,  did  determine  that  day  of  the  week  for  a  facred 
Sabbatifm  under  the  New  Teftament,  The  ceafing  from 
his  works,  as  God  did  from  his  mentioned  ver.  10. 
can  never  properly  be  applied  (as  fome  do)  to  the  be* 
ltever,  but  to  Quid's  ceafing  from  his  works  of  re- 
demption ;  feeing  it  is  abfurd  to  make  our  ceafing  ftorn 
the  vile  works  of  fin,  a  parallel  to  God's  ceafing  from 
his  glorious  works  of  creation.   And  it  cannot  be  meant 
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of  ceafing  from  the  works  of  duty  and  fcrvice  to  God; 
for,  to  all  eternity,  believers  never  ceafe  from  thefe, 
Rev.  xxii.  3. 

"V.  Our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  hath  put  honour  upon  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  and  authorifed  the  obfervation  of 
it  by  his  owrj  example  and  practice,  which  hath  the 
force  of  a  law  to  us.     It  was  on  this  day  he  met  with 
the  two  difciples  going  to  Emmaus,  opened  the  fcrip- 
tures  to  them,  and  was  made  known  to  them  in  the 
breaking  of  bread,  Luke  xxiv.  13.     Like^rife  upon  the 
fame  day  he  appeared  to  the  eleven,  when  gathered  to- 
gether, and  others  with  them,  (hewed  them  his  pierced 
hands  and  feet,  comforted  them,  and  opened  their  un- 
der (Ian  dings  that  they  might  underftand  the  fcriptures, 
Luke  xxiv.  33.  36.  40.  45.     It  was.  on  this  day  that 
Chrift  came  to  his  difciples,  (being  all  convened  to- 
gether except  Thomas)  gave  them  his.  peace  and  blttiM 
them,  and  alfo  gave  them  their  commifiion  and  fthfe  holf 
Ghoft,  John  xx.  16.  20.  &c.     Again,  upon  that  da) 
eight  day*,  being  the  next  fir  ft  day.  of  the  week*  when 
the  difciples  were  affembled  together,  and  Thomas  with 
them,  John  xx.  26.     Chrift  chofe  to  appear  unto  therm 
and  gracioufly  convinced  Thomas  by  the^  difcovery  of 
his  wounds.  Though  Chrift,  after  his  refurrection,  met 
with  feverals  of  his  difciples  upon  other  days  of  the 
week,  yet  on  the  firft  day  only  (which  is  therefore  ex-* 
prefsly  recorded)  did  he  appear  to  them  when  aflemWed 
together  ;  and  therefore  we  fee  how.  he  left  Thomas  » 
whole  week  under  his  unbelief  and  doublings,  till   the 
next  Lord's  day  or  firft  day  of  the  week  (hould  come, 
that  he  might  have  occafion  gracioufly  to  refolve  him 
in  the  aiTembly  of  his  difciples,  for  their  common  edifi- 
cation and  comfort.     The  firft  day  of  the  week  is  the 
only  day  of  the  week,  or  month,  or  year,  that  is  ever 
mentioned  by  number  in  all  the  New  Teftament ;  ano> 
wherever  it  is  fpoke  of,  we  hear  of  the  religious  ob- 
fervation of  it,   by   the  difciples  afiembling  together* 
And  why  are  we  told  by  the  evangelifts  fo  exprefsly, 
and  fo  often,  of  Chrift's  making  his  vifits  to  his  dif- 
ciples upon  the  firft  day  of  the  week  i  but  to  fhew  us* 
that  Chrift  put  a  peculiar  honour  and  refpeft  upon  this 

day 
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day,  and  thereby  gave  us  a  plain  intimation  of  his  wil!9 
tha{  it  (hould  be  obferved  in  his  church,  as  the  Chrifti- 
an  Sabbath,  or  the  weekly  day  of  holy  reft  and  holy 
convocations.  That  one  day  in  (even  mould  be-  religiv 
oufly  obferved  in  this  manner,  was  a  law  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  that  as  old  as  the  (late  of  innocence  (as  I 
lhewed  before.)  But  that,  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Met 
fiah,  the  firft  day  of  the  week  (hould  be  that  folemn 
day ;  this  was  indication  enough,  that  Chrift  on  that 
day  once  and  again  met  bis  difciples  in  a  religious  af- 
fembly.  And  it  is  highly  probable,  that  at  his  firft 
meeting  with  them,  he  appointed  them  that  day  eight 
days  to  be  together  again,  promifing  to  meet  them ;  for 
we  find  them  more  chapterly  convened  that  day  than 
the  former,  John  xx.  26.  "  And  after  eight  days,  again 
his  difciples  were  within,  and  Thomas  with  therr,"  as  it 
would  feem  waiting  for  Chrift's  coming.  And  many 
are  of  opinion,  that  he  thus  continued  to  meet  with 
them  every  firft  day  of  the  week,  till  his  afcenfionf 

"  fpeaking  to  them  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom 
of  God.' *  A&si.  q. 

'  Chrift's  meeting  with  them  that  day  was  not  merely 
occafionaj,  but  defigried  $  as  appears  by  the  exprefs 
mentioning  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  fo  oft  as  he  met 
them.  For,  when  Chrift  met  with  his  difciples  on  any 
Other  day  of  the  week,  we  are  not  told  what  day  it  wast 
whether  the  fecond,  third  or  fourth  day  of  the  week  ; 
*Ut  when  he  meets  with  them  on  the  firft  day,  the  holy 
ihoft  names  and  records  that,  thereby  afcribing  fo  me- 
lting peculiar  to  it  above  all  the' reft. 

VI.  The  obfervation  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  is 
lib  authorifed  by  the  divinely  infpired  apoftles  of 
thrift,  and  founders  of  the  Chriftian  church,  and  that 

*«>th    by  their  example   and  diredion. We  have 

liem  both  dire&ing  and  performing  the  duties  of 
>\\e  Sabbath  on  this  day,  and  a lfo  afferting  Chrift's 
propriety  in  it  as  his;  all  which  is  evident  from 
cnipture. 

In  the  forecited  fcriptures,  where  we  read  of  Ch rift's 
Appearances  to  his  difciples,  we  alfo  read  of  their  affem- 
Wling  together  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  feveral  times ; 

which 
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which  certainly  was  for  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and 
in  honour  of  this  day.  For,  when  they  met  on  other  - 
days  of  the  week,  it  is  not  told  what  thefe  were ;  bur, 
when  they  met  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  the  Holy 
Ghoft  records  that  •,  which  (hews  it  to  be  a  remarkable 
day  in  itfelf,  and  obferved  as  fuch  by  the  difciples  of 
Chrift,  and  that  in  a  religious  way. 

But,  befides  thefe,  I  (hall  adduce  four  other  fcrip- 
tures,  that  clearly  demonft'rate  what  is  above  afferted. 

The  firft  is,  Afts  ii.  i.  2.  where  it  is  recorded,  that 
u  the  apoftles  and  other  brethren  were  met  altogether 
on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  in  one  place."  This  meeting 
was  for  public  worfliip  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
according  to  their  wonted  practice.  It  is  not  in  th6 
temple  with  the  Jews,  but  in  a  houfe  in  JeTufalem  "by 
themfelves.'  ■    - 

S&efl.  How  prove  you  that  it  was  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  week  ?  Anf.  Becaufe  it  is  evident  from  fcripture,* 
that  the  paflbver  that  year  fell  on  the  Jewifti  Sabbath  5" 
and  Pentecoft  being  ftill  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  paf- 
fover,  it  confequently  fell  that  yeafon  the  firft  day  of 
the  week,  or  the  Lord's  day.  Pentecoft  is  a  Griek 
word,  fignifying  the  fiftieth,  called  fo  becaufe  of  its  be* 
big  ftill  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  paffover,  a  Jewifh 
feaft,  which  fell  fomctimes  upon  one  day  of  the  week) 
and  fometimes  on  another  j  but  this  year  it  fell  on  the 
laft  or  feventh  day  of  the  week.  Pentecoft  was  ano- 
ther feaft  of  the  Jews,  but  kept  in  remembrance  <tf 
God's  giving  the  law  that  day  on  mount  Sinai,  being 
the  fiftieth  day  after  their  eating  the  paffover  and  com- 
ing out  of  Egypt.  And  confequently,  Pentecoft  fall- 
ing this  year  upon  the,  firft  day  of  the  week,  our  Lord's 
refurre&ion  day,  the  apoftles  and  brethren  afiembled 
for  celebrating  this  day  by  public  worfliip.  Now,^  let 
us  obferve  how  remarkably  God  confirmed  their  keep* 
ing  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  bleffed  their  meet- 
ing together  upon  it  for  worfliip  :  He  even  fent  down 
that  extraordinary  elTufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon 
them,  for  fitting  and  furniflbing  them  for  the  extraor- 
dinary work  of  planting  the  Chriitian  church,  and  con- 
verting the  world.    This  was  a  folemn  approbation  of 

the 
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the  Chriftlan  Sabbath,  2nd  a  feal  to  its  Lnftitution  from 
heaven,  which  did  confirm  all  Christians  in  the  cele- 
brating of  this  day  for  the  future  :  And  many  times 
have  they  experienced  the  gracious  effufibns  of  the 
Spirit  on  their  public  aflemblies  this  day  (ince  that  time* 
It  is  obferved  by  Grotius,  upon  Exod.  xix.  i.  That  it 
was  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  that  the  law  was  given 
in  its  fearful  promulgation  from  mount  Sinai.  But 
though  God  made  that  in  fome  refpe&  a  terrible  day 
to  them,  yet  he  makes  it  weekly  a  joyful  day  to  us,  by 
the  comfortable  promulgation  of  the  gofpel  thereupon 
from  mount  Zion. 

A  fecond  fcripture  is.  Ails  xx.  7.  u  And  upon  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  when  the  difciples  came  together 
to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  to  them,"  &c.  Whence 
it  is  plain  that  the  firft  day  of  the  week  was  then  the 
ftated  time  for  Chriftians  their  meeting  together,  for 
the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  celebrating  of  the  Lord's 
fupper  j  for  this  is  recorded  as  their  cuftomary  known 
practice.  Paul  had  been  at  Troas  feven  days,  and 
confequently  was  there  upon  the  Jewilh  Sabbath  ;  but 
there  is  no  word  of  any  meeting  among  them  on  that 
day,  or  any  other  day  of 'the  week  :  But  when  the  firft 
day  of  the  week  comes,  the  church  is  folemnly  con- 
vened, and  perform  the  work  of  the  Sabbath  on  this 
day.  Paul  was  ready  to  depart  from  that  place,  only 
he  muft  (lay  till  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  that  he  might 
meet  with  the  whole  church,  and  preach  to  them  be- 
fore he  leave  them  ;  and  fo,  according  to  their  cuftom, 
they  all  aflcmble  together,  and  he  fan&ifies  the  Sabbath 
with  them,  by  preaching  and  difpenfmg  the  facrament, 
and  that  even  till  midnight ;  for  they  did  not  foon 
weary,  at  that  time,  of  the  work  and  duties  of  the  Lord's 
day.  A  third  fcripture  is,  1  Cor.  xvi.  1.  2.  "  Now 
concerning  the  collection  for  the  faints,  as  I  have  given 
order  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  fo  do  ye.  Upon 
the  firft  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by 
him  in  ftore,"  &c.  Whence  it  is  plain,  that  the  apoftle 
injoins  the  church  of  Corinth,  in  conformity  with  o- 
ther  churches,  to  make  their  collection  for  the  poor  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  week.    Now,  why  on  the  firft  day 
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of  the  week,  and  not  on  the  feventh,  or  any  other  i  hot 
for  thefe  reafons :    1.  They  had  their  public  meeting 
on  this  day,v  and  fo  had  more  conveniency  for  gather- 
ing their  charity  on  this  day,  than  upon  another.    2. 
The  firft  day  of  the  week  was  now  come  in  place  of 
the  old  Sabbath,  on  winch  day  colledions  were  made 
in  the  Jewiih  fynagogues ;  for  the  giving  of  alms  wh 
always  reckoned  a  proper  duty  for  the  Sabbath  day* 
But  now  the  apoftle  will  have  all  the  duties  of  thefidbi 
bath  transferred  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  and  parti- 
cularly this  duty  of  public  charity,  there  being  a  pecu- 
liar fitnefs  in  this  day  for  it,  in  regard  we  are  called 
this  day  to  commemorate  Chrift's  infinite  charity  to 
our  fouls,  and  alfo  to  receive  new  bleflings  and  cxpret 
lions  of  bounty  from  him ;  and  therefore  (hould  be  the 
more  liberal  to  his  poor  faints.     I  hope,  there  js  none 
that  will  fay  that  the  apoftle  had  not  Chrift's  warrant 
for  uhat  he  appointed  in  this  matter;  for  in  thisepiftlc 
he  protefts,  that  "  he  delivered  nothing  to  them,  but 
what  he  had  received  from  the  Lord,  and  had  his  coil** 
mand  for;"  fee  1  Cor;  xi.  23.   &  xiv.  43.      It  is  ** 
clear  as  light,  from  the  forefaid  teftimony,  and  maf*T 
others,  that  the  primitive  Chriftians  had  their  afier** 
blies  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  they  wouM  r^** 
have  had  without  the  apoftles  direction ;  nor  WOU^^ 
the  apoftles  have  determined  fo,  without  knowing  i~& 
mind  of  Chrift. 

A  fourth  fcripture  is,  Rev.  i.  10.  where  John  fai 
of  himfelf,  that  i€  he  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lor<^^ 
day  ;"  which,  to  be  fure,  is  no  other  than  the  Cbrifti^^ 
Sabbath,  getting  the  denomination  from  our  Lord  Jefi^~ 
Chrift,  and  his  riling  from  the  dead  therupon,  and  fre- 
quent meetings  with  his  difciples  this  day ;  and  to  th  ^ 
day  it  ftill  retains  this  title  of  the  Lord's  day,  being 
day  fpecially  inftituted  for  the  honour  of  our  Lord,  an-^ 
confecratcd  for  his  fsrvice  and  worfhip.      The  apoftl^ 
wrote  this  bock  near  the  end  of  the  firft  century,  an*  * 
calls  this  day  by  that  name  which  it  commonly  got  tlier^" 
and  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  day  univerfally  notour  and  remark^ 
able  for  the  Chriftians  obfervation  of  it.     The  apoftle^ 
at  this  time,  was  banilhrd  into  the  ifle  of  Patmoa  b^ 
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bomitian  the  emperor,  where  probably  he  wanted  the 
opportunity  of  the  public  aflemblies  on  this  day ;  yet 
lie  is  employed  in  fan&ifying  the  Lord's  day  in  a  pri- 
vate way  -y  he  is  in  the  Spirit,  1.  e.  in  a  fpiritual  frame, 
ted  taken  up  in  fpiritual  exercifes,  meditation  and  pray- 
er (which  are  proper  duties  for  the  Sabbath)  and  the 
Lord  rewards  this  his  confeientious  regard  to  this  day, 
with  the  revelation  of  thefe  great  things  which  were 
afterwards  to  fall  out  to  the  church  to  the  end  of  the 
world. 

Moreover,  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Lord  puts  his 
name  on  this  day  ;  for  the  Holy  Ghoft  calls  it  here  the 
Lord's  day,  and  that  for  thefe  reafons  :  1.  Becaufe  of 
its  deriving  its  institution  from  him  :  So  the  prayer, 
diftate  by  him,  is  called  the  Lord's  prayer  ;  the  facra- 
tocnt  of  his  fupper,  inftitute  by  him,  is  called  the  Lord's 
%er. 

2.  It  is  called  the  Lord'?,  becaufe  of  his  fpecial  pro- 
priety in  it:  He  hath  fe par ated  and  fet  apart  from 
common  ufe,  and  confecrated  it  wholly  to  his  ufe  and 
fc*vice :  So  the  facrament  is  called  the  Lord's  table, 
j^caufe  of  its  being  confecrated  for  holy  ufes,  and  fo 
'ct  apart  and  diftinguifhed  from  all  other  tables. 

3.  Becaufe  of  its  being  dedicate  to  his  honour  and 
^Cmory,  being  the  day  in  which  he  conquered  death, 
[t>t  a  total  viftory,  and  triumphed  over  all  his  enemies. 

4.  It  is  called  the  Lord's  day,  becaufe  the  Lord  Jefus 
~Hiift,  his  perfon  and  mediation,  is  the  principal  fub- 
•£fc  of  this-  day. 

VII.  Another  argument  for  the  obfervation  of  the 
-hriftian  Sabbath,  may  be  drawn  from  the  conftant  and 
^interrupted  practice  of  all  Chrift's  churches  through 
^e  world  fince  the  apoftles  days  $  they  have  all  conti- 
nued to  obferve  the  Lord's  day  for  holy  worihip.  All 
he  ancient  fathers  and  Christians  had  the  Lojd's  day 
**  great  efteem,  and  made  it  a  badge  of  their  religion, 
<*  obferve  it  carefully,  as  appears  from  the  writings  of 
fultin  Martyr,  Tertullian,  Origen,  &c.  Ignatius,  that 
taciene  father,  who  lived  fo  near  Chrift's  times,  in  his 
cpiftles  highly  recommends  the  Lord's  day :  u  Let  every 
one  that  loveth  Chtift  (faith  he)  obferve  the  firft  day  of 
Vol.  IV.  I  the 
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the  week*  the  Lord's  day,  an  the  queen  of  all  day*,"  If 
a  remarkable  faying  of  Auguftine,  "  as  the  virgin  Ma 
was  bleled  above  all  women,  fo  *  the  fiitt  <t%f  .of  t| 
week  bleflcd  abewe  all  days." 

VI LL  The  consciences  of  men  (dead  for  the  diw 
authority  of  the  Lord's  day.  Surely  it  is  God*  who 
the  fuprcme  Lot d  and  Sovereign  of  mens  confeienw 
that  direds  tbi*  his  deputy  in  men,  to  excite  and  pit 
them  fo  clofsly  to  the  observation  of  this  day*  and  aV 
to  challenge  and  finite  them  fe  (harply  for  the  negkJ 
and  profanation  of  it  And  indeed  there  is  n»  fin ttu 
confidence  more  commonly  accufes  wicked  me*,* 
than  the  breach  of  the  Lord's  day  :  And  hence  k  i 
that  many  malefa&ors,  at  their  laft  hour,  when  *H* 
ferious,  (to  mod  bitterly  bewail  it :  acknowledging  lb 
their  Sabbath- breaking  was  their  leading  fin,  and  d) 
occafion  of  all  the  red  of  their  wicked  courfcs ;  bavin 
provoked  God  to  leave  them*  and  give  them  up  to  th 
jufts  or  their  own  hearth,  md  temptations  of  this  defi 
Clark,  in  Lis  2d  vol.  of  Exam  pies,  tells  us  of  cm 
Thomas  Savage  (a  y:>ung  man  who  was  executed  * 
RatclifT,  Ofiober  28.  1668,  for  murdering  his  foUei 
fervat.t)  thdt  whiifi  he  was  in  prifon^  cried  out  to  fam 
that  can.t-  ro  viGc  him,  after  this  manner ;  "  Oh  wt#C 
that  I  was !  I  itudkd  how  i  might  lpend  the  Ltfd 
day  in  the  devil's  work ;  at  that  time  when  1  (bori 
have  beeu  krv.ng  God,.  I  was  bufieft  in  fesving  fatal 
1  wa&  glail  when  the  Sabb-itfr  came,  for  then  I  had  le 
fure  to  purlue  my  lulls  and  pleaiures.  I  fometi*" 
wetit  in  to  the  church,  but  1  never  itaid  the  time  of 
whole  ferrr.cn.  1  laughed  at  thofe  who  fpent  the  Sa 
baths  in  hearing  and  praying,  and  locked  on  tfrem 
the  veriefl  foolb  in  the  world.  O  ttil  young  men,  fro 
me,  that  Sabbath- breaking  is  a  dangerous  and  cofl 
fin,"  &c. 

Turner  on.  Providence,  gives  an  account  of  one  ^ 
mund  Kirk,  vuaaier,  executed  at  Tyburn,  July  11.  t&£ 
fov  rnuxdtring  his  wife,  who  in  hi*  conle&on  lamca.1 
hi*  frequtnt  profanation  of  the  Loid's  day  \,  «*  Up 
which  holy  day  (iakth  lie)  I  committed  the  heinQUA 
of  murdering  my  poor  wife."     Thus  one  fin  wa&  f 
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tulhcd  Mrith  another,  8abb-»-h-Vcaking  with  murder* 

*tod  that  with  the  e*llows.     L'ik->vife,  he  tells  of  ano*  . 

Aetk  executed  Why  25    r68",  tor  theft ;  who  in  his 

ccmfeffion,  laid,   '*    Vh .it  it  wa<  his  earneft  defire,  that 

aft,  youwg  men  especially,  fh^uld  nke  care  not  to  fpend 

the  Lord's  day."     And  t,r»e  au  hor's  remark  is,  that  he 

-,   doth  fiot  know  that  ever  he  ohfcrved  any  repentance  in 

amalefa&or,  who  did  not  bitterly  lament  his  negleft 

«f  hit  duty  to  God  on  that  day 

IX.  In  the  la/f  pJace.  The  difpenfations  of  divine 
providence  may  be  brought  in,  as  giving  fuffcage  to 
the  fari&ificrtion  of  the  Lord's  day.  God  hath  high- 
ly honoured  this  d^y,  by  doing  mnny  mighty  works 
ffon  it :  On  this  day  he  created  the  light,  and-be^an 
tft  make  the  world  ;  on  thi*  day  he  gave  the  law  from 
flumnt  Sinai,  as  Grotiu9  obferves.  Nay,  it  ii  affirmed 
ky  an  ancient  council  held  at  Constantinople,  Counc.  6» 
Can.  8.  w  That  Chrtft  was  born  on  the  Lord's  day, 
and  the  ftaf  Ihined  to  the  wife  men  on  it.  Chrift  fed 
Ae  fire  thoufand  with  th  five  loaves  and  two  filhes  on 
this  day ;  that  he  Was  baptized,  foie  from  the  dead, 
and  fent  down  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  this  day."  And 
feme  of  the  ancients  have  further  affirmed,  that  what- 
foenir  notable  thing  Was  done  in  the  world,  the  Lord 
<*dered  it  fo,  wag  done  to  the  honour  of  this  day. 
This  God  hath  coifecrated  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
to  Chriflian  Sabbath,  by  doing  fo  many  of  ^  won- 
derful Works  «pon  it  j  to  intimate  to  us,  that  it  is  his 
*M  we  fhould  farr&ify  this  day*  and  oblerve  it  weekly, 
fotpoWithing  and  proclaiming  his  worthy  a£b,  and 
■wping-up  the  memory  of  ChrinVs  nativity,  piffion, 
tdtirre&ion,  &c.  to  the  end  of  the  world,  without  in- 
ftituting  days  of  our  own  for  thefe  ends. 

Moreover  there  are  various  difpenfatiom  from  God, 
k*h  of  mercy  and  judgment,  that  conemde  for  the  ob- 
*etVation  of  this  holy  day.  The  gracious  providences, 
that  attend  the  conscientious  obfervers  of  the  Lord's 
d*yf  are  meft  remarkable.  On  thefe  the  Lord  pours 
*>wn  the  gracious  influences  of  his  Spirit,  in  his  ordi- 
n*ttces  Sifpenfed  this  day  ;  he  eminently  bidfcth  tham 
*lth  increafe  of  grace,  tendertiefs  of  confeience,  and 
1  2  holinefs 


68  Of  the  divine  lnjtitutiort 

holinefs  of  life ;  and  with  all  hi3  beft  bleffings,  both 
fpiritual  and  temporal.     God  hath  now  for  thefe  170* 
years  pad,  granted  all  his  churches  through  the  worW* 
many  fignal  marks  of  his  favour  and  prefence  in  ob- 
serving the  Lord's  day,  which  they  could  not  have  ex- 
peffced,  had  they  been  in  an  error  in  keeping  it.     Ho# 
often  hath  he  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon   themwhcfr 
attending  ordinances  on  this  day,  and  blcffed  them 
with  convi&ion,  converGon,  and  manifeftatiotirof  his 
love  ?    Nay,  the  univerfal  experience  of  Chriftians  do 
teftifyv  that  all  the  bleffings  and  mercies,  promifed  to 
the  obfervers  of  the  Sabbath  under  the  Old  Teftament* 
are  now  transferred  and  accomplifhed  to  the  keepers 
of  the  Chriflian  Sabbath :    For,  the  change  of  the  da^f 
being  by  divine  authority,  the  fir  ft  day  Sabbath  dork 
law-full  y  fucceed  to  all  the  privileges,  promifes,  aa^t 
threatenings  formerly  pertaining  to  the   feventh  dat~J 
Sabbath.      We  fee  what  bleffings  are  promifed  to  tb.1 
keeping  of  the  Sabbath  of  old,  both  fpiritual  and  te«r» 
poral;  that  is  a  remarkable  word,  Jer.  xvii.   24;  %  4^ 
-l  If  ye  hallow  the  Sabbath  day,  to  do  no  work  ther^ 
in,  then  they  (hall  come  from  the  cities  of  Judah,  arm  * 
all  other  places,  bringing  burnt  offerings,  and  facri:^ 
ces,    and  meat-offerings,    and  incenfe,   and  bringir^ 
facrifices  of  praife  unto  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;"  *.       ^ 
"When  the  Sabbath  is  duly  obferved,  then  the  church 
fhall  flQurifh,  religion  (hall  be  promoted,  and  the  nanC^ 
of  God  highly  exalted.      And  do  we  not  fee  this  pr*^ 
mifc  vifibly  accomplifhed  to  fuch  churches  and  perfo^^ 
as  drift ly  fan&ify  the  Lord's  day  ?  Among  fuch  Chr^- 
tianity  doth  flourifh,  knowledge  is  encreafed,  reform-  ^ 
tion  is  advanced,  grace  is  multiplied,  and  a  confcie^^ 
tioue  regard  is  had  to  all  the  other  duties  of  religion. 

Again,  we  find  temporal  mercies  annexed  to  tK 
keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  Ifa.  lviii.  13.  14.  "  If  thou  tui^^ 
away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,"  «.  e.  If  thou  ceafe 
from  prophaning  it,  "  I  will  caufe  thee  to  ride  on.  1^ 
high  plaees  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the  heritag 
of  Jacob  thy  father ;"  i.e.  Thou  (halt  be  bleffed  wi^ 
outward  profperity,  and  many  earthly  cnjSymen^ 
This  is  again  confirmed  in  Jer.  xvii.  24.  25.     u  If  ~Z 
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diligently  hearken  unto  me,  faith  the  Lore?,  to  hallow 
the  Sabferth  day,  to  do  no  work  therein,  then  (hall  there 
enter  into- the  gates  of  this  city  kings  and  princes  fitting 
on  the  throne  of  David,  riding  in  chariots,  and  this 
city  (haH  remain  for  ever :"  i .  e.     The  nation  and  city 
(hall-  be  bk fled  with  all  fecular  and  civil  advantages. 
Accordingly  the  people  of  God  have  found  the  hal- 
lo wtpg  of  toe  Lord's  day  fenfibly  profperous  to  them 
With  refpect  to  their  fecular  affairs:  When  they  have 
difchajrged  the  duties  of  this  day  with  a  good  confeience, 
it  hatfc  fared  the  better  with  them  all  the  week  after. 
In  teftimony  whereof,  I  (hall  here  narrate  the  experi- 
ence of  that  excellent  perfon,  Sir  Mathew  Hale,  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  king's  bench  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.,  who  was  both  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  a 
great  divine*     In  his  book,  called  Contemplations,  mo- 
ral and  divine,  he  hath  thefe  words  >  "  I  have  found 
(faith  he)  by  a  drift  and  diligent  obfervation,  that  a 
4±\ie  obferving  the  duty  of  the  Lord's  day,  hath  ever  had 
joined  to  it  a  bleffing  upon  the  reft  of  my  time  ;  and 
£he  week  that  hath  been  fo  begun,  hath  been  bleffed 
£i.nd  profperous  to  me :  And,  on  the  other  fide,  when 
I  have  been  negligent  of  the  duties  of  this  day,  the  reft 
of  the  week  hath  been  unfuccefsful  and  unhappy  to  my 
fecular  employments ;  fo  that  I  could  eafily   make  an 
^ftimate  of  my  fuccefles  in   my  own  fecular  employ- 
ments the  week  following,  by  the  manner  of  my  palling 
*kis  day  :  And  this  I  do  not  write  lightly  or  inconfider- 
ately»_but  upon  a  long  and  found  obfervation  and  ex- 
perience." Again,  in  another  place,  he  faith,  "  I  thank 
^*od,  I  ever  found  that,  in  the  drifted  obfervation  of 
*ke  times  of  his  worfhip,  I  ever  met  with  the  bed  ad- 
Vantage  to  my  worldly  occafions ;  and  that,  whenever 
^y  worldly  occafions  encroached  upon  thofe  times,  I 
€ver  met  with  difappointment,  though  in  things  of  the 
J^oft  probable  fuccefs :  and  ever  let  it  be  fo   with  me. 
**  hath  been  and  ever  mall  be  to  me,  a  conviction  be- 
J^nd  all  argument  and  demondration  whatfoever,  that 
**od  expefts  the  obfervation  of  his  times :  and  that, 
^hilc  I  find  myfdf  thus  dealt  with,  God  hath  not  given 
°ver  his  care  of  me.     It  would  be  a  fad  prefage  unto 
■|lle>  of  the  fevere  anger  of  my  Maker,  if  my  inadver- 
tence 
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lance  (hould  raft  me  upon  a  terrpnral  undertaking  up 
this  day,  and  that  it  (hould  profper  "  Thus  the  learfl 
and  pirns  judge  Hale,  who  fpake  from  hisf  own  expfc 
erce.  after  long  and  critical  observation  of  divine  pro 
dencr. 

Ajrain.  the  judgments  which  often  follow  upon  t 
violation  of  this  d  y,  do  give  teftimony  to  its  divine  a 
thority.  How  fad  are  the  fpiritual  ftroke*-,  though  1 
tie  noticed,  vl  ich  God  inflifls  upon  the  (lighters  of  1 
holy  dav,  by  giving  them  up  to  hardnefs  of  heart,  fcard 
nefs  of  conscience,  and  vile  affc&ion* ;  fo  that  c&: 
monly  they  fall  into  fcandalous  out  breakings,  and  t 
torious  crimes,  proceeding  from  evil  to  Worffj  till  fh 
at  length  run  then  felves  into  fome  fat*!  mifchief  1  A* 
when  men  nrgltft  to  punifhthe  profanation  of  thistft 
the  lord  ufuilly  takes  the  fword  into  hi*  own  hand,  M* 
by  vifible  temporal  judgments,  plagues  the  profaners 
it  If  the  violation  of  the  Jewifh  Sabbath  was,  by  a  < 
vine  order,  punifhed  with  death,  under  the  law*  Ext 
xxxi  15.  furely  the  breach  of  the  Chrifti an  Sabbath  (h 
not  efcape  without  fome  fignal  marks  of  the  divine  ve 
geance,  according  to  the  fcripture-threatenings*  whi 
are  levelled  againft  the  one  as  well  as  the  other,  a« 
(hewed  before.  Let  us  not  forget  that  terrible  dene 
ciation  of  judgment,  which  we  have  in  Jcr  xvii.  1 
*•  But  if  you  will  not  heaiken  unto  me  to  hallow  t 
Sabbath-day,  and  not  to  bear  a  burden,  even  entering 
at  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  On  the  Sabbath  day  ;  then  w 
1  kindle  a  fire  in  the  gates  thereof,  and  it  (hall  devo 
the  palaces  of  Jeiufalem,  and  it  ftiall  not  be  quenched 
The  Jews  (as  Auguftine  obfervef)  fell  generally  in 
this  grievous  fin  of  profaning  the  Sabbath  :  For  thouj 
they  pretended  to  hallow  it,  by  forbearing  fervilt  labo 
upon  it \  yet  upon  that  day  above  all  days,  they  ttfed 
pampetf  the  flefli  with  carnal  delights,  and  run  into  t 
excefies  of  gluttony  and  drunkennefs.  Againit  thefe  fi 
did  our  Saviour  warn  them  ;  but,  they  perfifting,  t 
forefiid  direful  threatening  was  at  length  exactly  fi 
filled  :  For  upon  that  very  day,  fo  abufed  by  them,  th« 
regal  city  Jerufalerr,  the  glory  and  mailer- piece  of  t 
whole  earth,  was  burnt  down  to  the  ground  by  the  R 
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nans*  And  this  HegiGppus  and  DIo  obferve  to  have 
beoidooe  on  the  Sabbath-day,  in  September,  about: 
forty  years  after  Chrift's  death. 

And  doth  not  that  prophetical  commination  concern 
us,  as  well  as  the  Jews  ?  And  have  we  not  caufe  to 
fear  the  accampUfhment  of  it  for  the  breach  of  the 
Chriftian  Sabbath  ?  Yes,  we  have  found  it  to  be  true. 
Some  impartial  obfervers  of  God's  judgments  in  the 
▼orld  have  remarked,  that  this  fin,  viz.  the  breach  of 
the  fourth  command,  by  the  profane  negle£t  of  God's 
worfhip  upon  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  fpending  of  this 
time  in  open  works  of  impiety,  hath  been  frequently 
vifitcd  upon  cities  and  private  perfons,  by  confuting 
fires  that  have  happened  upon  this  day :  Of  which 
many  infUnces  might  be  given  in  this  fame  iflmd,  as 
well  as  other  parts  of  the  worljh  That  fiery  predic- 
tion againft  Jerufalem  hath  been  oftener  than  once 
fulfilled  and  executed  upon  the  two  capital  cities  there- 
of) many  of  whofe  inhabitants  hive  been  as  guilty  of 
profaning  fhe  day  fet  apart  for  God's  fervice  as  ever 
the  Jews  were.  In  London  this  vice  reigned,  and  there 
jf  wai  dreadfully  punilhed  with  a  furious  and  aftoniih- 
ijifcfire  in  the  year  i665,  which  laid  the  mod  part  of 
flut  great  city,  with  its  faireft  churches  and  buildings,, 
ittittbbifli;  in  three  days  fpace  :  And  it  is  re  narkable, 
that  that  dreadful  fire  broke  forth  on  the  Lord's  day 
Very  early  in  the  morning,  being  the  fecond  day  of 
September. 

Wccwtfe  in  Edinburgh,  where  Sabbath  breaking  very 
*vuch  abounded,  (as  appears  by  ths  adls  of  afiembly 
tt&k  againft  that  fin)  the  faireft  and  itatclieft  of  its 
tyildings,  in  the  Parliament  clofs,  and  abour  it,  (to 
^hkh  fcarce  any  in  iintain  were  comparable)  were  on 
&e  fourth  of  February  1700  (being  the  Lord's  day) 
Wot  down  and  laiti  in  .tihes  and  ru.ns,  in  tie  fpace 
°f  a  few  hours,  to  the  altmiflbment  and  cerror  of  the 
wowful  inhabitants  ;  whereof  I  myfeif  was  an  eye- 
^itacfe :  And  the  effrcb  of  that  fire  are  vifibie  to  this 
ky.  Yea,  fo  great  was  the  terror  and  coufulion  of 
Wftt  Lord's  day,  that  the  people  of  the  city  were  in  116 
c*fe  to  attend  any  fermon  or  public  worihip  upon  ir* 

though 


72  Of  the  divine  Inflitution 

though  there  was  a  great  number  of  worthy  minifterf 
convened  in  the  place,  (befide  the  reverend  minifteffc 
of  the  city)  ready  to  have  prayed  with  or  preached  to 
the  people  on  that  fad  occafion  5  for  the  General  Aflcm- 
bly  was  fitting  there  at  the  time  :  But  the  drfmal  cafiS 
of  the  city  made  this  impracticable.  However  the  Lord 
himfelf,  by  that  filent  Sabbath,  did  louHly  preach  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  fetting  forth  to  them,  in  a 
mod  awakening  manner,  the  great  (in  and  danger  of 
irreligious  negle&ing  of  God's  worfhip  upon  the  Lord9! 
day,  and  profaning  it,  "  by  doing  their  own  works* 
and  finding  their  own  pleafures," 

I  have  read  of  the  town  of  Stratford  upon  Avon, 
that  it  was  'twice,  upon  the  Lord's  days,  aim  oft  con- 
fumed  with  fire,  chiefly  for  prophaning  the  Lord's  day* 
and  contemning  his  word  in  the  mouth  of  his  faithful 
rr.inifter.  The  like  alfo  might  be  told  of  fevcral  towns 
in  Scotland. 

Dr  Beard,  in  his  theatre  of  God's  judgements,  tells 
us  of  the  town  of  Feverton  in  Devonfhire,  that  was 
often  admoniQied  by  her  godly  pallor,  that  God  would 
bring  fome  heavy  judgement  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place,  for  their  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  oc- 
cafioned  chiefly  by  preparing  for  their  weekly  market^ 
which  they  then  held  on  the  Monday.  Accordingly* 
very  foon  after  the  faid  minifter's  death,  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1 598,  God  fent  a  terrible  fire,  which  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  confumed  the  whole  town,  except  the 
church,  the  court-houfe,  alms-houfes,  and  a  few  poor 
people's  dwellings ;  where  a  man  might  have  feeh  four 
hundred  dwelling- houfes  all  at  once  on  fire,  and  above 
fifty  perfons  confumed  in  the  flames.  But  the  remain- 
ing  inhabitants  not  taking  warning  by  the  former  judge- 
ment, but  continuing  in  the  fame  fin,  the  town  was  a- 
gain  fired  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  1612,  (fourteen  years 
after  the  former  fire)  and  all  confumed,  except  a  few 
poor  houfes.  The  hiftorian  adds,  that  they  are  blind 
who  fee  not  in  this  the  finger  .of  God  :  and  he  prays  for 
grace  to  the  people  of  that  city,  when  it  is  next'  builtj 
to  change  their  market  day,  and  to  remove  all  eccafions 
of  profaning  the  Lord's  day. 

Di 
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Dr  .Twifr  on  the  Sabbath,  relates  a  paflage  that 
happened  in  Bedford-flure,  not  long  before  his  writing 
that  book-  A  match  at  foot- ball  being  appointed  on 
the  Sabbath  afternoon,  whilft  two  of  the  molt  forward 
'  were  in  the  beJfrey,  tolling  of  a  bell,  to  call  the  compa- 
ny together,  there  was  fuddenly  heard  a  clap  of  thun- 
der, and  a  flafh  of  lightning  was  feen  by  fome  that  fat 
ia  the  church  porch,  coming  through  a  dark  lane, 
wUch  flatbed  in  their  faces,  and  much  terrified  them : 
And,  paffing  through  the  porch  into  the  belfrey,  it 
tripped  up  his  heels  that  was  tolling  the  bell,  and  (truck 
him  dark  dead  ;  and  the  other  that  was  with  him  was 
fo  fprely  blafted  therewith,  that  fliortly  after  he  died 
alio. 

Mr  Clark,  in  his  father's  life,  p;  123,  hath  a  very 
ftrmge  paflage,  to  this  purpofe.  Mr  Hugh  Clark 
preaching  at  Oundje  in  Northampton  (hire,  where  the 
people  were  generally  very  ignorant,  and  much  audi£ted 
to.tbe  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  by  Whitfon  aied, 
Morice- dances,  and  fuch  paftimes,  which  he  much  fet 
hiffifelf  againft,  endeavouring  to  convince  them  of  the 
etUtaod,  denouncing  God's  judgments  againft  them  in 
cafe  of  perfeverance :  But  they  being  trained  up  in  thofe 
courfes,  and  hardened  by  cuftom,  per fi (ted  (till  in  their 
^ickednefs.  At  laft,  on  a  Lord's  day,  the  leader  of  the 
dance,  being  a  lufty  young  man,  in  the  mid  ft  of  their 
profane  paftimes,  -fell  down  fuddenly,  and  died ;  but 
they,  foon  (baking  off  their  fear,  returned  to  their  vomit 
ag*in.  The  Lord's  day  follo.viug,  Mr  Clark  took  oc- 
^fion,  rom  this  fad  difpenfation,  to  quote  the  lore- 
cited  text,  Jer..  xvij.  27.  "  If  thou  wilt  noc  hearken 
Unto  me,  to  hallow  the  Sabbath  day,  then  will  I  kindle 
afire,"  &c.  But  the  people  kicked  againft  hefe  admoni- 
h°n«,  and  that  fame  evening  went  to  their  fport's  again  ; 
among  whom  was  a  fmith  that  was  a  chief  ringleader  : 
But  it  pleafed  God,  the  very  next  day,  two  hufband 
Ben  coming  to  his  (hop  to  (harpen  their  plough  thares* 
a  (park  from  the  red-hot  iron,  as  lie  was  beating  it  up- 
on  the  anvil,  flew  into  the  thatc'i,  which  both  the'Liith 
and  his  neighbours  faw,  but  hud  no  power  to  move  to- 
wards it ;  which  prcfently  burnt  down  the  fmith's  (hop, 
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hcufe,  and  all  his  goods.  This  Mr  Clark  prcfled  Optra 
their  confciences  :  but  nothing  would  prevail,  till  at  (aft, 
upon  a  Sabbath  day  at  night,  when  they  wetc  retired 
to  their  feveral  homes,  there  was  heard  a  great  noifr, 
and  rattling  of  chains  up  and  down  the  town,  which 
was  accompanied  with  fuch  a  fmell  and  ftink  of  fire  add 
brimftone,  that  many  of  their  guilty  conferences  fag- 
gelled  to  thetn,  that  the  devil  was  come  to  fetch  them 
away :  And  now,  and  not  tillnow,  they  began  to  thiflit 
in  good  earneftnefs  of  a  reformation. 

Mr  Clark,  in  his  examples,  tells  us  of  one  Mr  Abbet- 
Jy,  a  godly  minifter  in  Burton  upon  Tfent,  who  took 
oceafion  often  to  reprove  and  threaten  Sabbath  break- 
ers, efpecially  fuch  as  fold  and  bought  meat  upon  Sab- 
bath day  mornings,  a  practice  too  common  in  that  place* 
Neverthelefs,  there  was  a  taylor,  that  dwelt  in  the  tap- 
per end  of  the  town,  who  would  go  through  the  loag 
ftreet  (as  it  were  in  a  bravado)  to  the  other  end  of  die 
town,  and  fetch  home  meat  on  the  Lord's  day  morning; 
but  as  he  returned  with  both  his  hands  full,  in  the  midft 
of  the  ftreet  he  fell  down  dark  dead.     I  was  (faith  Dr 
Teate)  an  eye-witnefs,  both  of  his  fall  and  burial :  AoA 
it  pltfafed  God  thereby  to  work  fome  reformation,  bb>th 
among  the  butchers  and  others. 

Alio  he  relates,  from  one  Mr  Falconer,  ininifteY  *>* 
Burford  near  Salilbury,  a  fearful  example  of  God's  J  ^ 
ftice,  about  the  year  1635.  A  prophane  company  *£** 
young  men,  on  the  Lord's  day,  early  in  the  momim  j£ 
went  to  Claringdon  park,  to  cut  down  a  May-pol^ 
and  having  loaden  the  cart  with  it,  at  Milner's  Bait"* 
entering  into  the  city  of  Salifbury,  one  of  the  cafT* 
wheels  fell  into  a  rut,  which  made  the  young  tree  *5 
the  cart  (which  they  had  dole  for  a  May  pole)  to  gi^^ 
a  great  furge  on  one  fide,  fo  that  it  (truck  one  of  ttr^ 
company  fuch  a  blow  on  the  head,  that  it  beat  out  hv-  % 
brains,  and  he  inftautly  died  on  the  place,  and  lay  Otit0~ 
a  fearful  fpeclacle  of  God's  wrath,  both  againft  th^ 
heathenifh  fport  and  wilful  prophaning  of  the  Sabbatha- 
whilfl  he  maketh  the  very  thing  they  had  chofen  fc^ 
their  fport  and  partime,  to  be  the  inftrument  of  execu^ 
ing  his  fury.  The  author  faith,  that  he  diligently  en- 
quire: <- 
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Wed  after  the  truth  of  this  matter,  at  his  firft  going 
9  Sarum  ;  and  many  godly  and  credible  perfons,  who 
uu)  feen  that  fad  fpe&acle,  in  hU  hearing  attefted  it  to 
be  (q  as  above  narrated. 

Alfo,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  one  Edward  Ameri- 
tf$b,  a  gentlemen,  having  been  pained  in  bis  feet,  and 
Wag  fornewhat  recovered,  one  (aid  unto  him,  He  was 
glad  to  fee  him  fo  nimble,  Ameridith  replied,  That  he 
doubted  not  but  to  dance  about  the  May- pole  next. 
Lord's  day  \  but,  before  he  moved  out  of  that  place,  he 
was  f.itten  with  fuch  feeblenefs  of  heart,  and  dizzi- 
neft  in  bis  head*  that,  defiring  help  to  carry  him  to  an 
hotft*  he  died  before  the  Lord's  day  came. 

Dr  Twifs  qn  the  Sabbath,  telly,  That  at  a  place  called 
Tidyorth,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  many  being  met  toge- 
ther to  play  at  foot-ball  in  the  church  yard,  one  had  his 
leg  broke,  which  prefently  gangrening,  he  forthwith 
di^d  thereof.      Likewife  at  AJcefter  in  Warwickftiire, 
*  lufty,  young  woman  (upon  the  coming  forth  of  the 
declaration  for  fpprts)  went  on  the  Sabbath  day  to  a 
gf$en  not  very  far  off,  where  Che  faid,  (he  would  dance 
*0  long  as  (he  could  (land :  But,  while  (he  was  dancing, 
•*od  (truck  her  with  a  violent  difeafe,  whereof,  within  . 
Wo  or  three  days  after,  (he  died. 

Beard  in  his  theatre,  writes  of  a  certain  nobleman, 
^9t  ufed  to  go  a  hunting  on  the  Lord's  day  in  time  of 
-rmoa,  who  bad  a  child  by  his  wife  with  a  head  like 
do£»  and  it  howled  like  a  hound. 
I  (ball  conclude  with  one  example  more  from  Mr 
'lark-  He  gives  account  of  a  godly  rninifter,  that  one 
^y  was  preachingM  and  earneftly  pre  fling  the  fan&ifi- 
5%tk>n  of  the  Sabbath  ;  and,  in  his  fermon,  he  had  oc- 
^Gon  to  make  mention  of  that  man,  that,  by  the  fpecul 
commandment  of  God,  was  (loned  to  death  for  gather- 
-*g  (ticks  on  the  Sabbath  day*  Whereupon  one  in  the 
congregation  was  fo  wicked,  as  to  rife  up  and  laugh  i 
r^a,  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  out  pf  ihe  church,  and 
***nt  to  gathering  of  (licks,  though  he  had  no  need  of 
tlicm :  But,  when  the  people  came  out  from  the  fer- 
mon, they  found  htm  in  their  way,  lying  dark  dead, 
npith  the  bundle  of  (licks  in  his  arms.  Thefe  inilances 
K  2  of 
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>  of  divine  vengeance  infli&ed  upon  the  profaners  of  d 
Lord's  day,  rmy  contribute  very  much  to  confirm  i 
in  the  belief  of  the  divine  inftitution  of  this  holy  day 
and  iiktwife  may  ferve  to  warn  all  ranks  and  degree 
of  perfons,  to  guard  againft  the  contempt  and  violatioi 
of  tl  e  Lord's  day*  The  Lord  indeed  exerctferh  grea 
Jon  tr-fufft  ring  end  patience  towards  many  nororioa 
Sabbath- breakers,  to  (hew  us  that  there  is  a  judgmen 
to  come :  But  neverrhelefs  he  makes  monuments  o 
fome,  to  let  us  know,  that  "  verily  there  is  a  God  ihi 
judgeth  in  the  earth."  0    • 

Many  more  examples  might  be  brought,  if  k  wer< 
needful,'  from  all  corners  of  the  land  ;  but  I  truly  be 
lieve,  there  are  few  ferious  obfervers  of  providence,  bu 
might  relate  many  fad  inftances  of  the  difcovery  e 
God's  difpleafure  againft  the  profanation  of  the  Lord1 
day  from  their  own  experience  and  obfervation. 

After  all,  I  hope,  there  is  none  that  fears  God,  Ion 
Chrift,  and  believes  the  holy  fcriptures,  but  will  f< 
thefe  argunent^  which  i  have  adduced,  to  be  convii 
cing  demonftrations  of  the  neceflity  of  fan&ifying  tl 
Lor<'.'i>  day,  and  honouring  it  as  God's  Sabbath,  to  tl 
end  of  the  world. 

Now,  to  fura  up  the  whole,  let  us  lay  all  thefe  tog 
ther  :  Th<*  folid  ground  for  the  morality  of  the  four 
command,  the  weighty  reafons  of  the  change  of  t^ 
day,  and  the  fpecial  marks  of  honour  that  Chrift  ha 
put  upon  this  holy  day  ;  it  being*  the  day  in  which  I 
firft  made  the  light  to  (hine,  the  day  wherein  alfo  tj 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe,  difpelling  the  clouds  of  gu 
and  fear  ;  che  day  he  fubdued  his  enemies,  manifeiU 
himfelf  to  his  difcipies,  and  taught  them  his  will ;  tl 
day  he  fent  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  his  apoftles ;  the  ds 
he  hath  called  by  his  own  name,  and  referved  for  hi 
own  ufe,  and  upon  which  he  holds  fpecial  con  mimic 
with  his  people,  and  vouchfafes  them  the  marks  of  hi 
royal  favour ;  the  day  which  God  highly  honours  t 
his  providential  difpen rations.  And  will  it  not  the 
be  judg  d  an  Thigh  affront  to  Almighty  God,  to  po« 
contempt  on  that  day  which  he  delights  to  honour 
Surely  it  ought  to  be  matter  of  grief  to  all  true  love~ 
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rf  God,  when  they  fee  it  done*    We  are  told,  that,  when 
one  of  Darius*s  eunuchs  faw  Alexander  fetting  his  feet 
on  a  rich  table  of  his  mailer's  he  fell  a  weeping;  and  be- 
ing afted  the  reafon  of  itf  he  faid,  "  It  was  to  fee  the 
tabW^his  mafter  fo  highly  efteemed,  now  made  a  foot- 
%  ftool."   And  may  we  not  weep  to  fee  the  day  that  God 
hah  honoured  and  blefled,  and  for  which  he  is  fo  high- 
ly concerned  made  a  footftool,  and  trampled  on  by  fo 
mariy  profane  perfons  in  our  days  ?   To  be  fure,  God 
will  not  fit  with  fuch  open  affronts  as  he  gets  from  fome 
in  this  matter. 

Thus,  I  think  I  hare  demonftrated  the  morality  of  the 
feorth.com mand,  and  the  divine  inftitution  of  the  Lord-'s 
day  for  our  Chriftian  Sabbath  ;  which,. by  neceffiry  con- 
fluence* proves  the  abolition  of  the  Jewifh  feventh 
<by  Sabbath.  For  though  there  were  no  other  fcripture 
%  warrant  for  abolishing  the  old  Sabbath,  (which  never- 
thelefs  there  is,  as  I  (hewed  before)  yet  feeing  it  i*  c- 
▼Ment  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  **  the  *iOrd  of  the 
Sabbath/'  hath  by  his  refurredion,  example  and  autho- 
%*  for  ever  confectated  the  firft  day  of  the  week,4  for 
the  folemn  remembrance  and  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
fcft  from  the  great  work  of  redemption,  and  of  that  un- 
ptnllelled  deliverance  wrought  by  him  for  a  loft  world, 
Md  thereby  hath  fet  apart  the  firft  day  for  our  Sabbath ; 
then,  of  courfe,  the  old  feventh  day  muft  cede,  and  re- 
fign  its  fanftity  to  ft,  and  be  f  >r  ever  abrogated.     The 
Ghriftian  Sabbath  muft  neceflaiily  extinguish  the  Jewifh, 
feeing  the  two  Sabbath  days  cannot  ft  and  in  force  to- 
gether :  For,  by  virtue  of  the  fourth  command,  there 
18  but  one  day  of  feven  to  be  obferved  for  the  Sabbath, 
°*k  day  only  after  fix  working  days,  and  not  two  after 
"▼*•    And  fince  it  is  the  ancient  and  unrepealed  infti- 
tation  of  God,  that  men  (hould  labour  Cik  days  of  the 
J^ek,  and  obferve  but  one  day  for  the  Sabbath  ;  then 
Purely,  if  we  (hould  labour  but  five  days  of  the  week 
a^d  keep  tvo   for  the  Sabbath,  we  would  exprefsly 
folate  the  law.     So  that  no  Chriftians  need  to  hivs 
Jhe  lcaft  fcruple  about  the  abrogation  of  the  Jewiilf 
Sabbath. 

But 
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But  though  the  feventh  day  be  now  diverted  of  itf 
fanctity,  and  hath  no  more  claim  to  the  Sabbath,  having 
refined  all  its  dignity  and  privileges  to  the  firft  day  of 
the  week,  the  New  Teftamcnt  Sabbath  ;  yet  ftill  it  hath- 
the  honour  of  uihering  it  in.  and  of  ferving  as  a  pre- 
paration day  for  it.     As  the  Jewifli  typical   worChip 
uihered  in  the  evangelical  fpirltual  worfhip ;  and  the 
Jewifli  deliverances  from  Egypt  and  Babylon  were  pre- 
paratory to  that  more  glorious  and  general  one  from 
hell  and  deftruclion  by  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is  thi*  day 
commemorated.     So  the  Jewifli  feventh  day  Sabbath 
ferves  to  uiher  in  and  prepare  us  for  the  glorious  fefti~ 
val  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath,  which  is  to  continue  white- 
Chrift:  hath  a  church  upon  earth,  being  the  only  day 
appointed  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  of  him,  aad  a^ 
ferving  to  uiher  in  and  prepare  us  for  that  far  nwr^ 
glorious  and  ecleftial  Sabbath  above,  which  fh*ll  «eve^ 
have  an  end. 

O  then  endeavour  by  all  means  to  get  and  keep  up* 
a  high  efleem  of  the  Lord's  day,  that  day  which  G<*£- 
hath  exalted  above  all  the  days  of  the  week,  and  above? 
all  the  Jewifli  Sabbaths  and  feftivals  whatfomever*     Q0 
them  in  comparifon  of  the  Lord's  day,  we  may  tvf 
in  allufion  to  that  word,  Heb.  i.  1 1.  u.  "They  perifti^ 
but  thou  remainefl  ;  and  they  all  wax  old  like  a  gar- 
ment, and  as  a  vefture  thou  hail  folded  them  up,   an& 
they  are  changed ;  but  thou  (halt  (maugre  all  the  malice 
of  men  and  devils)  continue  the  fame,  and  thy  years- " 
(hall  not  fail,"    Thefe  were  but  as  morning  flars,  to> 
ufner  in  the  fun.  Other  feftivals,  in  all  {heir  royalty,  ar« 
not  arrayed  like  thee.     All  the  graces  triumph  in  thee  ^ 
all  the  ordinances  confpire  to  adorn  thee  \  the  facred 
Trinity  do  delight  in  thee :  the  Father  ruleth  thee,  the  Son 
rdfe  upon  thee,  and  the  Spirit  hath  overlhadowed  thee. 
Thus  is  it  done  to  the  day  which  the  King  of  heaven  de<* 
lighteth  to  honour  ;  And  what  (hall  be  done  to  the  man 
that  delighteth  to  diihonour  and  put  contempt  upon  thee? 

Surely,  as  "  God  will  not  hold  him  guiklefe"  that 
breaks  the  third  command,  "  by  taking  his  name  in  vain; 
fo  he  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  that  breaks  the  fourth 
commandment;  by  fpending  his  day  in  vain.  Andthough 
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the  breakers  of  this  commandment  may  efinpe  punish- 
ment from  men.  of  may  even  efcape  outward  judgments 
fom  God  in  this  world ;  yet  there  is  a  day  coming, 
when  he  will  call  them  to  account  for  it.  Oh  finners ! 
the  day  of  the  Lord  is  like  to  be  a  dreadful  day  to  you 
that  defpife  the  Lord's  day. 

S{tteft.  VI.  What  is  that  proportion  of  time  wVich 
is  to  be  fequeftrated  and  allowed  for  the  Sabbath  day  ? 
and  when  doth  it  begin  and  end  ? 
"  Anf.  The  fourth  command  requires  one  day  in  erery 
feytft;  by  which  we  are  not  to  underfland  only  the 
artificial  flay  from  fun-riling  to  fun-fetting,  or  from  the 
break  of  day  until  the  darknefs  of  the  night  come  on, 
and  think  theft  the  Sabbath  is  over,  and  that  we  are  no 
tongtt  bound  to  abftain  from  our  own  works ;  and  far 
Ms  ate  we  to  think  that  the  Sabbath  is  no  longer  than 
the  time  of  public  worfhip  doth  laft,  and  that  we  are 
at  freedom  from  the  work  and  duties  .of  the  Sabbath 
when  that  is  oveT :  This  fome  fay  in  words,  and  many 
more  in  their  practice. 

But,  confiderwhat  abfurdities  would  follow  here- 
upon :  For*  if  no  more  time  be  allowed  for  the  Sabbith, 
but  the  time  of  public  worfhip  ;  then  it  would  follow, 
that  God  requires  no  private  or  fecret  duties  from  us 
on  that  day,  fince  thefe  will  need  fome  more  time : 
But  that  cannot  be ;  for,  if  private  and  fecret  duties  be 
required  of  us  on  week  days,  then  much  more  on  the 
Sabbath  day. 

Again,  it  would  follow,  that  fome  mud  keep  longer 
Sabbaths,  and  others  fhorter ;  nay,  the  Sabbath  of  many 
(hall  not  be  above  an  hour  or  two  of  the  day  ;  for  there 
are  minifters  and  people  who  are  fcarce  fo  long  at  pub- 
lic worfhip  :  But  the  whole  day  is  the  Lord's,  and  not 
a  part  only.  You  will  have  yo'iir  fervants  to  work  the 
whole  fix  week  days  for  you,  from  morning  to  night, 
and  not  be  contented  with  their  working  an  hour  or 
two  only  of  thefe  days :  So  neither  fhould  you  yield 
left  to  Uod  than  you  require  for  yourfelvcs.  Nay,  if 
attendance  on  the  public  worfhip  were  all  that  is  re- 
guifite  this  day,  by  virtue  of  the  command,  it  would 
follow*  that  *  ma*i  would  be  loofed  from  the  obligation 
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of  the  command,  if  he  were  in  a  place  of  the  world, 
where  God  is  not  publicly  wor(h;pped. 

But  all  thefe  things  being  abfurd,  I  do  upon.fofid 
ground,  affcrt,  that  the  whole  natural  day,  confiding  o£. 
twenty-four  hours,  is  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  Sabbath 
day  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  meafure  this  day,  and  be*. 
gin  and  end  it,  as  we  do  other  days,  that  is,  from  mid* 
night  to  midnight;  during  which  time  we  are  ro  ab-- 
(lain  from  our  own  works,  and  fan 61  if y  the  Lord'* 
Sabbath  :  For  the  fourth  command  binds  us  to  con- 
fecrate  the  feyenth  part  of  every  week  to  the  Lord, 
who  challenged*  a  fpecial  property  in  one  of  feven, 
and  afferts  his  juft  title  thereto,  faying,  "  The  feventlt 
day  is  the  Lord's :"  And  alfo  Ifa.  IviL  13.  he  exprefily 
calls  it,  "My  holy  day."  It  is  all  holy;  and  therefore 
no  part  mult  be  profaned  or  applied  to  common  ufef  • 
It  is  all  the  Lord's ;  and  fo  it  is  unlawful  for  us  to  rob 
him  of  any  part  of  it,  and  alienate  it  to  our  private  ufc 

ObjeB.  But  who  is  able  to  fpend  the  whole  twenty: 
four  hours  in  religious  duties  ? 

Anf.  I  do  not  fay  that  this  is  to  be  done  without  any 
intermiffion  \  for -we  do  not  this  in  following  our  em- 
ployments on  other  days :  A  due  proportion  of  every 
day  is  to  be  referved  for  the  natural  fupport  of  our  , 
bodies,  and  particularly  for  moderate  eating  and  deep*  , 
ing,  which  are  works  of  neceflity,  and  mud  be  allowed 
on  the  Sabbath,  as  well  as  other  days  ;  with  this  differ- 
ence only,  that,  whereas  they  are  done  on  other  days 
to  enable  us  for  labour,  they  are  to  be  done  on  the 
Sabbath  to  ftrengthen  us  for  holy  duties ;  and  fo  caife- 
not  properly  be  called  our  own  works  :  Neither  can 
the  doing  thereof  be  called  a  taking  of  God's  time  to 
our  own  ufe,  fince  this  contributes  to  our  better  fpend- 
ing  of  God's  time,  and  is  truly  neceflary  for  God's 
fervice  on  the  Sabbath.  But,  befides  the  time  requi- 
fite  for  the  works  of  neceflity  and  mercy,  the  whole  • 
natural  day,  as  above  defcribed,  is  holy  unto  the  Lord, 
and  ought  to  be  employed  in  religious  duties ;  and  not 
a  part  of  the  day  only  :  Both  Sabbath  morning  and 
Sabbath  night,  (hould  be  fpent  in  prayer  and  prailes,  aa 
is  plain  from  the  92d  Pfalm,  which  is  intituled,  "  A 
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rlil  a/afar  or  fong  lor  the  fabbath  day,"  vcr.  i .  and  ver.  2, 
I  ware  told,  that  "  It  iff  good  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
fij|  krd,  and  (hew  forth  hit  loving  kindnefs  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  his  faithfoinefar  every  night."  But  more  of 
d  I  this  afterwards,  when  I  come  dhre&ly  to  treat  of  the 
zt  I  fodtficatioii  of  the4  Sabbath.  And,  before  I  do  this,  I 
il  jbdjpit  nfccefiary  to  anfwer  fbme  objections  brought 
tfimft  did  morality  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  change  of 

Quakers,  Faftriliftsy  and  others,  holding  that  there  is 
do  difference  of  days,  and  f6  denying  the  divine  autho- 
rity of  the  Sabbath*  I  (hail  confidet  what  they  fay. 

tomeo&je&iant  ag*i*fl  the  farmer  doctrine  anfwered. 

Otjtft.  1.  <'  Every  day  ought  to  be  a  Sabbath  to  a 
Gbiftiao}-  and  fo  there  is  no  need  of  a  fet  day." 

Anf,  Though  Ghriftians  {hould  ferve  God,  and  walk 
wftkhim  everyday,  yet  they  cannot  make  every  day  a 
Sabbath- for  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  fince  God  calls 
them  to  other  neceflary  work  arid  bufinefs  thereupon, 
wMthare  inconfiftent  with  the  folemn  fpiritual  em- 
fieytacnt  of  the  Sabbath. 

Objetl.  a.  "  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Galatians,  and 
dfcwhtre,  condemns  the  obfervation  of  day6  under  the 
NewTeftament."  ■  "         • 

dnf.  The  apoftle  fpeaks  only  of  the  Jewifla  Sabbath 
and  fefthrals,  which  where  fhadows  of  things  to  come, 
and  abdlifhed  by  Chrift's  coming ;  bat  not  of  the  Lord's 
day,  which  the  apoftle  himfelf  obferved,  and  did  parti- 
cularly recommend  to  the  Galatians  their  obfervation, 
1  Cor.  xvi.  1.  2. 

Objefl.  3.  "  The  Sabbath  was  given  as  a  type  or  fign 
only  to  the  Jews ;  therefore  it  mull  be  aboliihed  with 
the  reft  of  their  types  and  ceremonies." 

Anf.  1.  The  Sabbath  is  indeed  faid  to  be  given  as  a 
fign  betwixt  God  and  his  people,  Ezek.  xx.  12.  But 
that  is  not  confined  to  the  people  of  the  Jews,  (except 
as  to  the  feventh  day  Sabbath  only,  of  which  I  (poke 
before)  but  to  be  extended  to  ail  God's  people  to  the 
end  of  the  world. 
You  IV.  K  2.  There 
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x.  There  is  a  peat  AC-scuce  betwixt  a  figs  and  a 
ceremony,  which  is  an  alterable  thing.      The 
is  called  a  fign,  Gen.  is.  God's  aural  precepts  ate  c 
ed  figns,  Dear.  vi.  8.    Yet  none  wiU  fay  dot  thdfc 
ceremonies,  or  alterable  thugs. 

3.  Some  figns  are  ceremonial  and  alterable  ; 
are  moral  and  perpetual :  The  Sabbath  is  aot  a  figs  of 
the  firft,  but  of  the  latter  fort.     Indeed,  all  die  tarn 
and  types  of  the  fccrifice  of  the  Meffiah,  and  juftinca* 
tioa  by  Chrift  to  come,  were  nailed  all  to  the  cmwjk 
him,  and  abrogated  ;  but  all  figns  were  not  of  this  kiwi* 
The  rainbow  is  given  as  a  fign  of  die  world's  prefcna- 
tion  from  a  deluge,  and  is  perpetual :  The  Ten  Cam 
mandments  are  given  as  probative  figns  of  oar  obe- 
dience, and  are  perpetual,  and  fo  is  the  Sabbath.    la— 
deed,  the  Sabbath  is  a  more  peculiar  fign  than  any  oft> 
the  reft  of  the  commands,  and  therefore  is  emphatically 
called  a  fign  feveral  times  in  fcripture. 

1.  It  is  a  fign  of  God's  fpecral  lore  and  favour  to  hinTJ 
people:  The  Sabbath  is  a  great  blefiing  and  privileges 
to  them  j  for  which  Nehemiah  gives  God  thanks  is  am 
fpeciai  manner,  Neh.  ix.  14.  of  which  more  afterward— 

2.  It  is  a  fign  of  that  eternal  reft  above,  provided  fcnm 
the  people  of  God. 

3.  The  religious  observation  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  dp*- 
clarative  fign  of  our  falsification ;  therefore  it  is  Hi  ^ 
Exod.  xxxi.  and  Ezek.  xx.  that  the  Lord  gave  his  peo- 
ple Sabbaths  and  figns,  that  "  they  might  know  than** 
he  was  the  Lord  that  fan&ified  them."  So  that  it  u 
plain  from  thefe,tbat  the  Sabbath  is  a  fign  to  us  as  we^- 
as  to  the  Jews.  % 

ObjeB.  4.  '*  But,  (fay  Quakers  and  other  fe&arie* 9 
there  is  no  holinefs  in  days,  one  time  is  not  better  tt*^1 
another ;  and  therefore  the  Sabbath  doth  not  differ  fr€>C 
other  days  in  the  week." 

Anf.   I  grants  one  day  is  not  holier  than  anott>* 

in  itfelf,  (as  one  place  is  not  more  holy  in  its  own  *^j 

ture  than  another),  yet  it  may  be  holier  in  refpe&       * 

its  ufe.     Thus  the  Sabbath  day  hath  a  relative  holin^ 

in  it,  as  it  is  deligned  and  appropriated  to  God's  n^: 

and  fcrvice.  and  therefore  muft  not  be  alienated  to  u  ** 
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rfoor  own  y  far  this  would  be  facrilege,  which  is  a 
ktnous  crime.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  Lord  doth  ex- 
jreftly  call  the  Sabbath  a  holy  day,  I  fa.  lviii.  13. 

Objefi.  5.  f(  But  (fay  they)  doth  God  require  us 
to  be  more  religious  and  godly  at  one  time  than  au- 
«8er?" 

Anf  There  are  fometimes  that  God  requires,  us  to 
fbe  ourfeWcs  more  to  religion,  and  to  exprefs  it  more 
(^outward  a£b  of  woriliip,  than  at  other  times.  I 
purtj  that  we  ought  always  to  be  religious,  and  to 
fare  and  ^worfliip  God  every  day  of  .the  week;  but 
God,  iirhis  wrfdom,  hath  thought  fit  to  fet  apart  a  cer- 
HJD  feafon,  wherein  he  requires  more  of  the  folemn, 
external  and  vifible  exercifes  of  religion,  and  perfor- 
atnceof  holy  duties,  than  at  other  times.  The  rea. 
fate  of  fats  fo  doing  I  mentioned  before. 

Stme  obje&ions  again/}  the  change  of  the  day  anfwered. 
Qkjed.  1.  "  The  fevensh  day  Sabbath  was  inftituted 
in  the  ftate  of  innocency  j  therefore  it  is  to  be  held  as 
sura/  and  unalterable/9 

Anf  The  inftkution  of  the  Sabbath,  or  con  fee  ra- 
tion of  "  one  day  in  feven  to  the  Lord,"  may  be  hence 
concluded  moral  and  perpetual,  fince  the  reafon  and 
ground  of  it  is  fuch,  as  was  (hewed  before ;  but  it  will 
cot  follow,  that  the  determination  of  the  precife  day  of 
the  week  is  moral  and  unalterable  alfo,  fince  the  Law. 
giver,  who  appointed  it,  not  only  could,  but  actually 
hath  altered  it,  as  was  (hewed  already.  Every  thing  that 
God  did  bid  or  forbid  our  firft  parents,  in  a  (late  of 
innocency,  was  not  moral  or  unalterably  good  or  evil 
in  itfelf,  as  appears  from  the  inftance  of  prohibiting  to 
"  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  j"  this 
was  a  law  merely  pofitive,  and  alterable  in  itfelf.  Lajlly, 
Though  the  Sabbath  of  the  feven th- day  was  appointed, 
in  the  ftate  of  innocency,  and  probably  would  have  con- 
tinued unalterably,  if  the  fall  had  not  intervened,  and 
no  greater  work  than  that  of  the  creation  had  been 
wrought:  Yet,  after  the  fall,  God  made  the  feventh* 
flay  Sabbath  peculiar  to  the  old  ccconomy  or  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  covenant,  and  alterable  together  with  it, 
K  2  uporj. 
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upon  his  aecompIMhing  the  far  mote  jglorious  waA 
our  redemption. 

ObjtB.  2.  "  The  Ifraeiitcs  are  injoined  todb&mi 
Sabbath  throughout  their  generations,  u  for  a  j 
tual  covenant/  Exod.  xxxi.  16. 

An/,  i.  This  may  be  underftood  of  the  Sabbath  in- 
definitely, and  not  of  the  feventh  day  Sabbath. 

a.  Granting  the  ferenth  day  Sabbath  were  rtettfl 
here,  yet  the  perpetuity  attributed  to  it  is  not  ab&ktf^ 
but  periodical  *  denoting  only  a  great  length  of  tfeac  a 
for  fo  we  find  it  alcribed  to  arcumcifion,  the  (hewbfcad-a 
and  other  things  which  were  to  be  aboliihed. 

Objeft.  3.  "  There  is  no  exprefs  precept  fori 
the  Chriftian  Sabbath  in  the  New  Teftament." 

An/  1.  The  Lord  doth  not  give  cxprefs  corns 
for  every  par'icular  duty  in  his  word,  but  bath  though-* 
it  fufficient  to  afford  us  plain  fcripture  consequences? 
whence  we  may  gather  it. 

2.  There  was  no  need  of  any  new  exprefs  precept 
to  be  left  on  record,  fince  all  the  Chriftians  underftarM 
themfehres  to  be  exprefsly  obliged  by  the  fourth  eef(*' 
mand  to  obferve  one  day  of  feven  as  a  Sabbath  us*** 
the  Lord.  And,  for  the  particular  day,  the  exarapi' 
of  Chrift,  and  of  his  apoftles,  (who  delivered  nodb»**f 
but  what,  they  received  from  their  Mafter,  1  Cor.  *** 
23  )  was  fufficient  to  enter  the  church  upon  the  u** 
form  ohfervation  thereof:  And,  being  once  begi^J 
they  could  not  eafiiy  miftake  in  the  continuance  of  ^ 
The  fcripture  indeed  mentions  the  change  of  the  d^* 
and  the  keeping  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath,  but  brief^ 
and  by  (hort  hints,  becaufe  it  was  a  thing  univerfc-  -J 
notour  to  the  whole  church. 

Thefe  things,  concerning  the  morality  and  perr^ 
tual  obligation  of  the  law  for  the  Sabbath,  being  pir*" 
mi  fed ;  I  come,  in  the  next  place,  to  the  chief  thi^ 
which  1  defigned  to' handle,  viz.  The  fanftification 
the  Sabbath:  And  there  to  (hew  particularly,  he^ 
this  holy  day  (hould  be  fan&ified  in  a  due  and  fuitab^5 
manner. 

CHA  ^ 


i    *S    ) 
CHAP.   H. 

Goacerniag  tbi  San&ification  *f  the  Sebbatb.    - 

THERE  k  a  twofold  fanftification  of  the  Sabbath, 
mentioned  in  the  fourth  command,  the  one  by 
God,  the  other  by  man. 

Am  far  the  firfif  God  hath  already  fan&ified  it,  ag 
u  record^  in  the  clofc  of  the  command  ;  <c  The  Lord 
Wrfftd  the  Sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it."  Hk  bleffing 
•nd  hallowing  the  day  are  both  of  the  fame  import, 
*|d  figmfy  thefe  two  things  ; 

■  I.  The  Lord's  diiiinguiihing  this  day  from  others, 
and  his  Jetting  it  apart  from  common  unto  facred  ufes 
and  employments.  He  hach  honoured  it  with  his  roy- 
al ftamp,  and  confecrated  it  for  the  work  of  heaven. 

%.  £iis  pitching  upon  the  Sabbath  as  the  day  where- 
on he  doth  remarkably  blefs  and  l'an&ify  men,  by  fil- 
ling his  ordinances  with  the  fpecial  bleffings  and  graces 
of  his  holy  Spirit,  and  making  them  effectual  to  our 
ian&ification. 

Thje  }m  a  bleflTed  day,  and  a  day  of  bleffing :  For  as 
it  is  our  duty  on  this  day  to  meet  together,  and  blefs 
God;  fo  it  is  Qpd's  promife  this  day  to  meet  with  u% 
ind  btefc  us.  He  will  rain  bleflmgs  upon  the  obfervers 
of  his  Sabbath,  grant  them  his  prefence,  and  make  tl  em 
joyful  in  his  houfc  of  prayer. 

As  to  the  feconjj,  the  fanftification  of  the  Sabbath, 
which  is  required  of  us ;  this  is  either  negative  or  po- 
£tive.  The  fixft  confifts  in  a  holy  reft  j  the  fecond  in 
holy  exercifes  upon  the  Sabbath. 

before  I  proceed  to  handle  thefe,  I  {hall  lay  down 
fome  cautions  for  the  right  underftanding  of  the  fourth 
command,  and  for  preventing  miftakes.  Wherefore, 
when  God  doth  here  appoint  us  fix  days  of  the  wetk 
for  qut  labour,  and  one  day  for  his  worfhip,  we  mud 
not  think  that  it  is  God's  meaning,  i,  That  no  part 
of  our  fix  days  is  to  be  fpent  in  religious  exercifes  ;  for 

under 
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under  the  law,  there  were  fet  portions  of  every  day- 
confecrated  to  divine  worfhip,  in  the  tabernacle  and 
temple-     Nor, 

2.  Doth  he  mean  that  no  whole  day  befidc  the 
Sabbath  may  be  fct  apart  for  imploring  God's  mer- 
cy in  time  of  diilrefs,  or  returning  thanks  to  God  for 
feme  fpecial  favour  or  deliverance,  when  the  provi- 
dence of  God  calls  us  to  it :  For  we  find  God  himv 
felf  injoining  the  obfervation  of  other  days  befide  the 
feventh,  Exod.  xxxiv.  Lev.  zxiii.  Numb,  xzrau  and 
commanding  reflation  from  labour  on  thefe  days.  It 
•is  not  the  defign  of  the  fourth  command  to^ay  us  un- 
der a  peremptory  or  indifpenfible  obligation  of  labour- 
ing in  all  the  fix  days  throughout :  but  only  to  injoin 
us  not  to  labour  on  any  other  day  but  thefe  fix  days, 
and  to  do  all  our  works  upon  them,  fo  as  we  be  not 
hindered  from  ferring  God  in  a  folemn  manner  on  the 
ferenth. 


SECTION   I. 

Concern:'" j  :be  kofy  reft  retpn/ite  on  the  Sahhmtb. 

THIS  holy  red  upon  the  Sabbath  confifb  in  a  total 
abttinence  fro.n  all  worldly  employments  and 
recreations ;  and  from  whatever  work,  bufinef*  or  ac- 
tion, thit  may  any  wife  prowe  a  hindrance  to  the  wor- 
Ihip  and  fenrice  of  God  upon  that  day.  This  is  plain, 
not  only  from  the  fourth  command  itfexf,  but  from 
many  other  fcriptures*  particularly  Jer.  xvii.  24.  Ifa. 
lrtii   1;. 

Whail  here  propofe  forae  queitioos  upon  this  fubje£fc 
to  be  aniwvTcd. 

^«f/.  1 .  Ate  no  fort  of  works  lawful  on  the  Sabbath 
day? 

A**f*  There  arc  thieo  loru  of  works  ordinariy  ex- 
cepted, a*  not  prohibited  bv  the  fourth  comownd,  vi*. 
the  work*  o*  piciv%  ol  tuctWt  *tul  0*  ucvtditv. 

"    1.  The 
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i.  The  works  of  piety,  that  is,  fuch  bodily  aft  ions  or 
hbour  as  are  neceffary  and  fubfenrient  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  divine  worQiip,  or  contribute  to  order  or 
decency  therein  ;  thefe  are  lawful  and  neceffary  on  the 
Sabbath  day  :  Such  were  "  the  killing  of  beads,  waft- 
ing and  preparing  of  Sacrifices ;  the  convocating  people 
to  worfhip  by  blowing  of  trumpets,  making  (hort  jour- 
neys to  attend  worfhip,  &c  "  under  the  law.  So  now, 
wder  the  gofpel,Tnini(lers  toiling  their  bodies  in  preach- 
wg  and  praying,  people  travelling  to  church,  the  ring- 
ing of  bells,  and  the  like,  are  lawful  on  the  Sabbath 
day. 

a.  Works  of  mercy  and  charity  are  lawful  this  day, 
yet,  and  neccflary  alfo ;  for,  feeing  the  Sabbath  is  in- 
stituted as  a  memorial  of  God's  great  love  and  mercy 
to  us,  we  are  bound  upon  it  to  {hew  charity  both  to 
die  fouls  and  bodies  of  men,  and  mercy  to  the  very 
beads  alfo  :  So  that  "  the  feeding  our  bodies,  our 
beafts,  and  ufing  means  for  the  help  of  man  or  bead  itt 
diftrefs,  and  preferving  of  their  lives,  the  vifiting  the 
fick,  making  collections  for  the  poor/'  and  the  like,  are 
lawful  on  the  Sabbath  day:  For  the  Jews  had  allowance 
for  thefe  under  the  law,  fo  have  we  now  under  the 
gofpel. 

3.  Works  of  neccffity  and  great  conveniency,  which 
could  not  be  forefeen,  1  or  provided  againft  the  day  be- 
fore, nor  cannot  be  delayed  to  another  day 5  fuch  as 
"  fleeing  from  enemies,  or  defending  ourfelves  againft 
them ;  quenching  of  fire,  drefling  of  meat,  putting  on 
our  cloaths,"  and  the  like ;  thefe  are  alfo  lawful  on  the 
Sabbath.     The  Maccabees  of  old_did  not  decline  to  fight 
on  the  Sabbath  day,  nor  did  the  Jews  long  before  their 
days :  For  the  Jewiih  writers  tell  us,  that  the  overthrow 
of  Jericho  was  on  the  Sabbath  ;  which  alio  terns  to  be 
founded  upon  Jo(h.  vi.  3.  4.  where  it  is  faici,  "  They 
(hall  compafs  the  city  fix  days  \  and  on  the  feventh  day 
the  walls  of  the  city  lhall  fall  down,  and  the  people  (hall 
afcend.up  every  man  ftraight  before  him  "     Only  take 
thefe  cautions  concerning  fuch  works  :  See  that  the  ne- 
ceflity  be  real  and  not  pretended,  and  that  ye  have  no 
Jccret  complacency  in  its  falling  out.    Take  heed  that 

it 
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it  be  not  a  necrfliry  of  your  own  bringing^  nut* 
you  might  have  forefeen  and  prevented  the  week  be 
And>  when  ye  are  doing  thcfe  works-  of  iiccefficy 
mercy*  endeavour  to  keep  your  heart?  m  a  ffrin 
frame  at  much  as  you  can,  and  ftudy  to  do  thenvv 
out  giving  fcanda)  or  offence  to  other*,  and  then  dUp 
them  as  foon  as  poffibty  you  can,  that  ye  oaf  at 
the  main  work  of  the  day. 

S>*tft  II.  What  are  thcfe  works  and  a&onty  tJ 
from  which  we  mutt  reft  and  <rbftain  upon  the  Safely 

Anf  We  mufl  not  only  take  fpetul  care  this  da 
abftain  from  all  fuch  finful  work>  and  a&ions  as  are 
lawful  upon  any  day ;  but  we  mutt  alfo  reft  ftfcn 
worldly  buiinefa  and  actions,  whether  employment 
recreations,  arlthof  they  be  fuch  as  are  lawful  oh  0 
days.     Bnxty  more  particularly, 

I«  We  muft  reft  from  ail  forts  of  fervile  vori 
worldly  employments  that  tend  to  our  profit  orVl 
rage;  fuch'  as,  making  of  journeys,  merchandia 
or  travelling  to  markets,  carrying  of  burdens,  fifh 
going  of  mills,  ploughing,  fowmg,  reaping,  Sec'  aiu 
a  word,  all  parts  of  mens  ordinary  callings.  See  Neh 
xiii.  15.  |6;  17*  and  downwards  :  "  In  thofe  day*) 
I  in  Judah  fome  treading  wine  prerTes  on  the  SaU 
and  bringing  in  (hearts,  and  lading  affes;  as  atfow 
grapes,  and  figs,  and  all  manner  of  burdens,  which'  1 
brought  into  jerufalem  on  the  Sabbath-day :  And  1 1 
fied  againft  them  in  the  day  where  they  fold  vifti 
There  dwelt  men  of  Tyre  alfo  therein,  which  brot 
fifh,  and  all  manner  of  ware,  and  fold  on  the  Sab) 
unto  the  children  of  Juduh  and  in  Jerufalem.  Th< 
contended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  faid  untoth 
What  evil  thing  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the  i 
bath  day  i  Dd  not  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not 
God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us,  and  upon  this  city  ? 

Je  bring  more  wrath  upon  lltacl  by  profaning  the  I 
•th,M  Ac,  The  Jews  were  tlrictiy  prohibited  to 
any  work  this  day,  even  the  lealt  worfc  of  any  f 
mairaa  mull  not  be  gathered,  nor  a  few  iticks  to  a  £ 
nay,  the  materials  for  the  tabernacle  muft  not  be 
pared  this  day,  Exod.  xxxi.  ncr  any  thing  that  m 
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be  delayed  or  done  upon  another  day.    This  reflation 
*w  fhadowed  forth  by  that  river  in  Judea,  called  the 
Sabbatical  river,  became  it  dried  up  and  ceafed  from 
naming  every  Sabbath  day :  which  not  only  Jofephus 
(peaks  of,  but  alfo  Pliny,  Auguftus  Caefar  in  hit  letter 
to  Tiberias,  and  others.    Let  none  think  that  fuch  a 
total  ceffation  from  fecular  bufinefs  would  tend  to  their 
worldly  difadvantage ;  for  none  were  ever  lofers  in  this 
refped,  by  laying  afide  their  own  labours  to  attend 
Gftfc  worthip  and  fervice  upon  his  own  day.    As  God 
took  care  of  lfrael's  fafety,  while  they  came  up  to  Je- 
'    nifalem  three  time*  a  year  to  attend  the  folemn  feafts 
■     which  he  had  inftituted ;  fo  that  at  thefe  times  none  of 
-    Aeir  enemies  fhould  make  any  attack  upon  them,  or 
fomnch  as  defire  theit  cities,  according  to  his  promife 
in  Exod.  xzxiv.  24.     So  will  that  fame  God,  by  his 
kind  and  watchful  providence,  take  care  that  his  peo- 
ple faftam  no  damage  in  their  worldly  affairs  through 
their  dutiful  obfervation  of  this  holy  day*    Nay,  on  the 
i     contrary,  they  have  found  this  pra&ice  to  be  even  pro- 
fitable to  them,  with  refpe£t  to  their  outward  temporal 
cftate :  And  there  is  good  ground  to  think  it  will  al- 
vayibe  fo;  for,  the  more  confcientious  any  man  is 
u*  fcm&ifying  the  Sabbath-day,  the  greater  blefling  he 
toay  expeft  from  God  upon  his  labour  on  the  fix  days  : 
And  it  is  not  your  own  labour  or  toil,  but  the  "  blef* 
fing  of  God  that  maketh  rich,"  Pro  v.  x.  22.     Judge 
Hale,  and  other  godly  perfons,  have  attefted  the  truth 
of  thu  point  from  their  own  experience,  as  1  have  (hew- 
ed before, 

a  The  Lord,  in  his  word,  is  very  peremptory  and  par- 
ticular in  injoining  this  ceffation  from  labour  on  the 
Sabbath  5  and  becaufe  he  knows  the  eagernefs  of  mens 
hearts  upon  the  world,  and  their  readinefs  to  encroach 
*pon  his  holy  day  with  their  worldly  labour,  he  con* 
defcends  upon  thefe  feafons  wherein  they  have  mofl> 
x  tentation  thereto,  and  requires  them  in  "  earing  time  and 
J"  harvcft"  to  reft  on  the  Sabbath,  Exod.  xxxiv.  21. 
Though  thofe  be  the  times  when  we  are  moft  throng 
*«h  worldly  buGnefs  yet  he  will  have  us  in  midll 
thereof  punftuaily  to  obferve  the  Sabbath,  and  prefer 
Vol.  IV.  L  the 
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the  pleafnre  of  co^m  jion  with  G«d  in  his  ordinances 
to  the  joy  of  hanreft,  and  to  exped  that  harv  ft-work 
will  prrfper  the  better  for  our  religious  obfer  virion  of' 
the  Sibb'.th  in  barvcft  time.  Aifo  the  Lord  fpecifief 
thcfe  feafons,  b^caufe  then  we  are  under  greater  obli- 
gations to  drift  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  than  at  Other 
times;  becaufe, 

1.  The  bodies  of  fervmts  and  cattle  are  more  toil- 
ed ther,  than  at  other  times ;  and  fo  have  the  move 
need  of  reft. 

2.  People  then  hare  lefs  time  to  worfhip  God  iff 
their  families  and  clofets  on  week  days,  becaufe  of 
the  greatnefs  of  their  labour  ;  and  therefore  have  need 
to  improve  the  Sabbath  the  more  diligently. 

3.  In  hanreft  we  partake  more  of  the  fruits  of1 
God's  bounty,  than  at  other  times;  and  therefore 
fhould  be  the  more  thankful  to  God  for  his  mercies, 
and  efpecially  for  Chrift,  the  mercy  of  mercies,- 
alone  doth  both  purchafe  and  fweeten  all  our 
to  us. 

Now,  is  it  not  matter  of  deep  regret  that  (notwkh- 
ftanding  God's  fpecial  command,  and  our  manifold 
obligations  to  the  contrary)  our  churches  in  many 
places  fhould  be  thinner,  and  fields  thronger  with  idle 
people  wandering  therein  in  time  of  hanreft,  than  at 
other  times  of  the  year  ? 

ObjeEl.  "  When  the  weather  is  unfeafonable  and 
tempeftuous  through  the  week,  doth  it  not  become  a 
work  of  neceflity  to  fow  or  reap  on  the  Sabbath,  for 
preferving  of  food  to  man  and  bead  ?" 

Anf.  If  fome  particular  mens  corns  were  in  hazard 
of  being  carried  away,  or  loft  by  the  inundation  of 
a  river,  or  the  like,  it  were  a  work  of  neceflity  to  en- 
deavour the  prefervation  of  them  upon  the  Sabbath ; 
becaufe  the  difpenfation  is  extraordinary,  the  cafe  not 
common  nor  general,  and  the  damage  irrecoverable 
in  any  ordinary  way.  But,  as  for  fowing,  reaping,  or 
gathering  in  upon  the  Sabbath,  (whatever  be  preten- 
ded from  the  feafon  or  weather  for  it)  1  judge  it  un- 
lawful, becaufe  the  cafe  is  common  and  general ;  the 
hazard  proceeds  from  the  ordinary  providence  of  God ; 

and 
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and  there  is  ground  to  expert  God's  fending  better 
weather,  according  to  the  gracious  nronife,  which  we 
ought  not  to  Hiftruft,  Gen.  ix.  22  tm  While  the  the  earth 
remaineth,  feed  time  and  harveft  (hall  not  ceafc."  But 
if  any  diftruft  God's  word,  and  incroach  upon  his  holy 
day  with  their  labour,  let  them  conGder  that  God  can 
eafily  blaft  the  works  of  their  hands,  and  caft  their  bu fi- 
nds farther  behind  than  their  neighbours,  who  believe 
and  wait  upon  the  Lord.  I  have  a  certain  account  of 
a  rich  farmer  in  this  nation,  not  many  years  ago,  who 
in  harveft  time  (the  weather  having  been  very  bad  for 
fome  time  before,  and  proving  fair  and  dry  on  Satur- 
day and  the  Lord's  d  v)  would  needs  caufe  his  fervants 
yoke  his  horfes,  and  fall  to  the  leading  of  his  corns 
upon  the  Sabbath  evening:  But  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
that  he  foon  got  other  work  to  do ;  for  that  very  night 
his  houfe  and  goods  took  fire,  and  fo  their  labour  was 
quickly  ftopt,  all  hands  being  called  to  be  employed  in 
quenching  of  the  fire.  Many  other  inftances  might  be 
given :  But  I  proceed. 

IL  We  mull  reft  not  only  from  all  worldly  employ- 
ments on  the  Sabbath,  but  alio  from  all  worldly  recrea- 
tions, according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  our  confef- 
fion  of  faith  and  catechifms.  But  this  point  being  much 
impugned  and  difputed  by  many,  1  (hall  handle  it  as 
diftin&ly  and  farisfyingly  as  I  can. 

Recreations  are  twofold,  fome  are  natural  and  necef- 
fary,  fuch  as  the  refreihing  our  bodies  with  meat,  drink 
and  fleep.  Thefe  are  recreations  we  cannot  live  or  do 
bufinefb  without  upon  any  day,  and  therefore  are  both 
lawful  and  neceflary  upon  the  Sabbath ;  efpecially  fince 
we  are  thereby  better  difpofed  for  performing  the  duties 
of  the  day.     But, 

2.  There  are  recreations  which  are  voluntary  and 
not  nccefiary,  freely  chofcn  by  people  for  their  bodily 
pleafure  and  diverfion;  fuch  as  fports,  paitimes,  or 
game*,  whether  more  public  or  more  private,  fuch  as 
playing  at  cards,  diet,  chefs,  tables,  &c  or  any  fort 
of  carnal  mufic,  fuch  as  whittling,  tinging,  or  playing 
on  an  inftrument,  or  putting  off  the  time  with  worldly 
converfe,  jefting,  laughing,  telling  idle. (lories,  walk- 
L  2  ing 
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ing  and  talking  idly  in  the  fireets,  or  feeking  our  plea*    • 
fure  in  the  fields,  though  it  be  after  public  worfliip  ii    j 
orer.     Now,  all  fuch  recreations  being  our  own  works,    \ 
and  for  our  own  pica  fure,  and  not  fuhfcrvient  to  the    t 
duties  of  God's  worfhip,  but  hinderances  thereto,  are    \ 
unlawful  on  the  Sabbath  day,   as  being  exprefsly  con*    5 
trary  to  that  red  required  in  the  fourth  command,  and    j 
to  that  plain  word  in  Ifa.  lriii.  13.  14.  "  If  thou  torn 
away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy  plea* 
fure  on  my  holy  day,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,    * 
the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable,  and  thalt  honour  Urn, 
not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine  own  plea*     • 
fure s .  nor  fpeaking  thine  own  *  ords : — Then  (hale  thou 
delight  thyfelt  in  the  Lord,  and  I  will  caufe  thee  to  ride 
upen  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with 
the  heritage  of  Jacob,"  &c.  Now,  can  there  be  any  thing 
more  directly  levelled  againil  carnal  recreations,  idle 
talking,  waking,  &c.  on  the  Sabbath  day  than  this  is  ? 
"  We  mull  turn  away  our  foot  from  doing  our  own 
rleaiure  en  it,"  ;.  e.  by  travelling  cr  walking  for  pleafure 
1  r  recreation  ;  nay  we  mutt  neither  do  our  own  ways, 
fpe<?k  cur  own  words,  nor  rind  our  own  pleafuret  oa 
this  thy.     But  if  people  will,  cotvithitanding  hereof, 
..l!c  v.-  ihcniV.r-wS  in  idle  diverCcns  and  iooie  recreations 
upon  the  S*rb^A,  1  fee  rot  how  they  will  free  them- 
U .ves  c:  open  roei!:cn  aj-iinrt  Gc*d  :   For  God  com- 
:.*.::;.;r  u?  :o  reirerrber  the  Sabbath  d*y,  not  to  delight 
^uzielvis  S-  jarr.Ai  u*r;ra;ien$,  but  to  keep  it  holy  by 
s-.v-.r.e  c\;:jlu$;  ar.*-:  to.  ipend  i:  other  wile,  is  plainly 
lo  :ri:r^'e  iirvn  Gc^'s  authority,  and  declare  war  a- 


i \;-..v.  •'  l\;:  ti;o:>  who  are  :>r  Sabbath  daysrecrea- 
rer.s,  w:.i  :.-.  *ve,  :*u:  :hev  condemn  all  fuch  recrea- 
te.* $  ;n  t;;r.i*  *•:  /uMiv  uesti-.r,  as  wc»i  as  we  do:  For 
the  :ou::h  tviv.-.ur.d  elm^e*  u*  ou'.t  ro  attend  public 
wor/.  y  on  the  Si^.;:h.  j:ni  forbear  all  worldly  em- 
%rvo\iv,<r.;>or  kvivj;:*-::*  in  tire  thenvf;  but,  when 
rtut  s>  civr  oui,  »*v  iv .:%■  :.!vrtu/.r  c:\c:t  arJ  recreate 
ouiuSc*  >riitii  uuS  \mv*tv:'j:  **  ire  rcodeft  and 
devew,  and  ivi  u»»:.;*u:l  tor  Chrtfuns  on  other 
day*' 

An/. 


qf  the  Sabbath.  93 

An/.  This  fuppofes  that  the  Sabbath  lads  no  longer 
than  the  public  worfliip  of  the  day,  the  contrary  where- 
of I  made  evident  before,  and  (hall  evince  more  folly 
afterwards*  I  (hewed  that  we  are  obliged  to  keep  holy 
the  whole  Sabbath  day,  not  only  the  time  of  public 
worfhip,  or  from  fun-riling  to  fun- letting,  but  the  whole 
natural  day,- confiding  of  twenty-four  hours:  This  be- 
ing thd  feventh  part  of  our  time,  and  of  the  week,  it  is 
the  Lord's,  and  confecrated  for  his  ufe  and  fervice; 
and  confeqoently  no  part  of  it  is  to  be  alienated  from 
Mm,  or  applied  for  our  pleafures  or  recreations. 

I  (hall  further  confirm  this  truth  by  fome  more  ar- 
guments. 

I*  If  it  was  unlawful  for  God's  people  under  the  Old 
Teftament,  to  fpend  any  part  of  the  Sabbath  in  carnal 
pleafures  and  recreations,  it  is  unlawful  for  us  alfo  wi- 
lier the  New ;  but  the  former  is  true  :    And  therefore 
the  latter.     That  fuch  recreations  were  prohibited  to 
the  Jews,  I  believe  none  will  deny,  that  is  either  ac- 
quaint with  their  ancient  rules  and  con  ili  tut  ions,  or 
-that  reads  and  believes  the  fcriptures,  particularly  the 
fourth  command,  and  Ifa  lviii.  13.  forecited.     All  that 
^remains  for  me  to  prove  is,  that  we  are  bound  to  ab- 
ftain  from  thofe  recreations  upon  the  Sabbath,  as  welt 
as  the  Jews  ;  which  I  do  thus :    Whatever  the  Jews 
were  obliged  to  upon  moral  reafons  and  grounds,  that 
we  are  bound  to  as  much  as  they  ;  but  the  Jews  were 
bound  to  abftain  from  carnal  recreations  on  the  Sab- 
bath, upon  moral  grounds,  which  concern  us  as  well  as 
them.     I  (hewed  before,  that  the  reafons  of  the  fourth 
command  are  moral,  and  reach  Chriitians  as  well  as 
Jews :    I  mentioned  five  of  them,  and  truly  every  one 
of  them  levels  as  much  againd  worldly  recreations  on 
the  Sabbath  day,  as  againd  worldly  employments :   I 
(hall  not  refume  them  all  here,  but  only  infill  a  little 
on  two  of  them. 

I.  God's  liberality  in  allowing  us  fix  days  for  our 
own  ufe  :  This  reafon  binds  us  as  much  as  the  Jews,  to 
confecrate  one  day  to  the  Lord  for  his  fervice.  God 
hath  given  as  gracious  difcovcries  of  his  bpunty  to  us, 
as  to  them  ;  and  (hall  we  be  fo  ungenerous  or  ungrate- 
ful, 
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fii,  »  *ft  'T.cr-j*&  vpr,  r:^  ~m~.  -r  ?cb  Um  of  Jflf 
y.«rT  ",f  jrf  irir*  rtan  mh.ri  -  Z'zc  »■"-!  :£:  r  or  aanor, 
ar<*  r?:r«  e^  if  fairs.  r~avts.  **:?-.«  rac  ccnuraiid 
af  f>)*f  rj*^  frr-:r.g*»  ser  riiis  :  1".*^  £ace  tre  . 
iarr.  .i  vr^l.7  /;7*a  i»  Zx  •!««  -or  t^  cr%  vc 
+  :a\.€xl?  f?~'7"i  %**  r.  *n  .ac  da*  :«  L^s  ierncc  i  an4 
ttr»  ?*  ?T'f  c«  fix  vhcic  /ray*,  it  c^ncz^e*  sonHf 
p-.ft  *&**  a  "orai.  ?h*t  n*  frca!^  z  **  cLt  hi*  osc  day 
»r»>  rxo,  ar>  that  -*e  frsi^~  fprr.«:  as  xrtuh  of  ttfr 
rfay  ;r  tr/y  c.vt%  a*  if  crcinarvy  ilcwed  en  other  days 
f>,r  fertile  ;arc\*%  ar.d  rhat  is  the  whole  day,  except 
what  u  al!<»cd  for  r.ecefLry  bciilj  refrethiceiitSi  *is- 
eating  ar.d  fcrepinjr. 

Tie  id  Gretna  I  frail  iniift  en  is,  the  Lord's  proprie- 
ty in  the  S*li*th,  or  in  ore  <iay  of  fcrcn.  This  rcafo* 
bind*  u&  a*  rr  uch  as  it  did  the  Jews  ;  the  Lord's  right 
to  a  day  in  fevrr,  is  the  fame  that  ct  r  it  was,  other* 
wife  th*  nrioraiity  of  the  fourth  command  is  not  tbtf 
fime  *  but  I  hate  already  demonftrated  the  contrary 
The  Chriftian  Kahbath  is  called  the  Lord's  day,  as  weJ 
as  the  J<.  wifh  Sibbath  was  called  4i  the  holy  of  the  Lord/ 
Ifa  hiii*  13.  to  (hew  that  his  propriety  and  tide  is  th« 
fame*  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Lord  in  that  on* 
▼eifc,  calls  it  twice  his  holy  day ;  and  it  is  from  this 
that  the  l»rd  takes  the  principal  argument,  which  he 
there  u(cs  againft  carnal  recreations  on  the  Sabbath  \ 
u  Yc  (hall  not  fyeak  your  own  words,  nor  find  youi 
own  plcafurct  on  this  day."  Why  ?  It  is  my  holy  day. 
tie  holy  of  the  Lord  :  The  feventh  part  of  the  week  il 
mine  unalterably,  fct  apart  for  holy  ufee,  confecrate 
for  my  holy   fuvue.      This  argument  is  moral,  and 

{>cipctually  obliges  all  men,  Chiiilians  as  much  as  Jews- 
'Vr,  if  a  day  in  (even  be  dedicated  to  God,  certainly 
evny  part  ol  it,  yea,  the  whole  of  it,  belongs  to  him  ; 
mid  to  ;tlirii;iic  uny  part  of  it  to  our  own  uft  or  plea- 
linn*,  in  Lunlcgr,  ♦uul  a  direct  infringement  of  the 
molality  ol  tic  fourth  command.  The  Lord  tells  us, 
Lcvit.  xxvii.  «;H,  "  That  cvrry  devoted  thing  is  moft 
holy  unto  tlu  Lonl."  lh  it  i».  a  day  both  by  God  and 
itMii,  huYinnly  ami  luijutually  devoted  to  the  Lord; 
»iul  accouUh^ly  the  Lord,  lia.  lviti.  13.  aflcrts  his  juft 

right 
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tight  and  title  to  i%  and  twice  in  one  breath  calls  it  his 
holy  day,  and,  u*o»  rhis  account,  prohibits  cam  \\  re- 
creations upon  it :    And  muft  it  not  be  great  prefump- 
tiw  for  any  creature,  to  venture  deliberately  to  rob  his 
Creator  of  his  juft  property,   and  put  that  which  is 
hory,  and  folemnly  confecrate  to  God,  to  common  ufe? 
Remember  what  SMomon  fays,  Prov.  xx.  75    "It  is 
afnareto  the  man  who  devoureth  that  which  is  holy* 
afld  aftCT  tows  to  malce  inqu  ry  :"    It  is  a  fn  ire,  *.  /.  it 
tt  a  moft  dangerous  thing,  it  brings  heavy  guilt,  even 
God's  curfe  anjl  vengeance,  upon  the  man  that  doth 
fa      Thus  you  fee  how  the  morality  and  unjlterable 
itafons  of  the  fourth  command  reftrain  Chriftiiinsfrora 
carnal  recreations  on  the  Sabbath,  as  much  as  the  J^ws. 
The  {landing  and  perpetual  rule,  which  God  hath  there 
kid  down,  can  never  be  altered  to  the  world's  end  2 
Still  God  hath  one  day,  and  man  hath  fix ;  but  if  we 
take  any  part  of  God's  day  to  our  own  ufe,  more  than 
the  works  of  neceflity  and  mercy  require,  then  we  have 
toore  than  our  fix,  and  God  hath  Itfs  than  his  one, 
*hich  is  contrary  to  the  command.      Moreover,  if  it 
b*  in  the  power  of  man  to  alienate  any  part  of  this 
|Ja7  from  God,  why  not  the  whole  of  it  ?    and  fo  the 
Sabbath  might  come  to  be  wholly  abolilhed,  which  is 
at>fuTd. 

ObjeB.  1.  u  The  memory  of  ChrilVs  refurre&ion  on 
***■  Lord's  day,  calls  us  to  more  joy  and  gladnefs  upon 
°ttr-  Sabbath  than  the  Jews  were  called  to  upon  theirs." 
%*4*f  This  fays  nothing  for  carnal  fports  or  recrea- 
te** :  It  is  not  a  worldly  joy  but  a  fpiritual  joy,  that 
*?  wtt  called  to  this  day ;  fuch  a  joy  as  is  expreflid  in 
P**ln>8,  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fonga.  Again,  if  our 
m^ciet  be  this  day  greater  than  thofe  the  Jews  had  to 
^■"Hmemorate,  then  we  are  in  gratitude  obliged  to  a 
{*****«  ftrift  and  holy  fan&ification  of  the  day,  to  the 
"pOour  and  glory  of  the  God  and  fount  iin  of  our  mer- 
Cl^«  j  which,  1  believe,  no  ferious  Chriftian  will  think 
^frtiaj  recreations  very  confiitcnt  with. 

ObjeB.  2.  *•  But  thefe  recreations  are  no  where  for- 
■l«iden  in  the  New  Teftament. 

Anf. 
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Anf.  M  is  Efficient  if  they  be  forbidden  in  the  Ott 
Teftamrtit ;  for  the  Old  Teflament  is  out  nrie~  aemtelt 
as  the  New,  in  a&ions  which  are  moral,  or  not  cetoe» 
monial?  and  I  fee  not  what  (taadow  of  ground  there  if 
for  eaHiing  abftinence  from  carnal  pleafures  on  tbeSab^ 
bath,  a  thing  ceremonial,  or  Iefs  binding  upon  WthMf 
thfc  Jew6  :  Bat  moreover,  if  we  compare  the  5&k 
chapter  of  Ifaiah  with  the  $6th9  it  will  manrfeftly  ap« 
pear,  that  the  Lord,  in  injoinmg  his  people  ftrsfily  to* 
obferve  the  Sabbath,  and  abftain  from  carriak  pleafurer 
thereon,  hath  a  refpefk  to  gofpel  times  after  the1  Met 
fiah's  coming.  Ifaiah  was  a  moft  evangelical  prophet, 
and  dill  had  the  gofpel- times  in  his  eye ;  wherefore 
fome  call  him  the  evangelift  Ifaiah :  So  that,  in  recoRK 
mending  Sabbath-  fanftification,  and  caihng  the  Sab* 
bath  God's  holy  day,  he  doth  not  confine  himfetf  te 
the  Jewift*  Sabbath,  which  was  foon  to  be  abofithed; 
but  hath  an  eye  to  the  evangelical  Sabbath,  which  im* 
to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world.  .'■■*< 

Again,  this  is  confirmed  by  the  pra&ice  of  thfe^piw 
mitive  Chriftians :  they  thought  it  unlawful  toTpeol 
any  part  of  the  Lord's  day  in  unneceffary  diverfiott 
from  holy  things ;  yea,  they  accounted  the  (hi&isnftiu 
fication  of  this  day  the  prime  character  of  a-  truezfttatt 
Auguftine  faith, lc  It  is  not  enough  that  we  kefci  tljree 
or  four  hours  of  this  day,  but  that  we  obferve  the  whole 
day,"  The  ancient  Chriftians  did  not  thirtieth*  i wtok 
of  the  day  was  over,  when  the  public  werfliip  V wit 
ended.  The  younger  Pliny  tells  us,  «*  Thattfeyisfcd 
this  day  to  meet  before  day  light,  and  fing  theivnynusi 
to  Chrift."  And  Tcrtullian,  in  his  apofegy,?  irwjkea 
mention  of  their  night- prayers.  They  thoughtthepi* 
felves  bound  to  begin  the  work  of  the  day-fo  early,  feei» 
caofe  Chrift  rofe  this  morning  before  break  of /day; 
#14iey  neither  thought  nor  pleaded  that  they  had  moci 
freedom  for  worldly  pleafures,  or  were  lefeobligectatto 
holy  exercifes  this  day,  than  the  Jews  upon  their  Sab* 
■bath?  ...■-•:.  ..,.  ^^.. 

-Nay,  if  we  cbnfider  things  narrowly,  it  will  befodnd; 
dwt  Chriftiafts  are  under  greater  obligations  to  %  ftri& 

.  i-  and 


tttd  holy  falsification  of  the  Sabbath  under  t*e  ftnfprl, 
Attn  the  Jews  were  under  the  law,  for  fever  1  reafons. 
f .  We  have  not  only  the  creation,  a*  the  Jews  had, 
W  we  have  alfo  the  redemption  of  mankind,  which  if 
*  Water  work,  this  day  to  commemorate.    Now    if 
4e  jews  were  obliged  to  celebrate  the  day  which 
wm  inftituted  for  the  memory  of  the  creation,  by  a  to- 
tal abftinence  from  worH.ly  employments  and  recre«« 
Oons;  much  more  are  we  b  und  ro  a  ftritt  falsifica- 
tion of  the  day  which  is  inftituted  for  comou-monting 
of  both  creation  and  redemption.     We  have  far  creat- 
<*  mercies  to  commemorate  this  day  than  the  Jews 
fodt  vis.  "  the  redeeming  love  of  a  crucified  J  fu%  and 
ti* glorious  viQory  over  death  and  hell)"  and  confe- 
JpteQtly  have  greater  work  and  employment,  and  ought 
*>  be  the  mote  a&ive  and  bufy  in  doing  of  it ;  and  alfo 
f°ore  delightful  work,  and  therefore  (hould  be  the  lefs 
1Qclined  to  weary  or  fit  up  in  it. 

2.  We  have  a  far  more  pleafant  and  excellent  man- 
flcr  of  worihip  to  perform  upon  the  Sabbath,  than  the 
J^*e  had.  Their  worihip  was  attended  with  manifold 
titet,  waOiings,  and  facrifices,  which  were  both  charge- 
*hle  and  toilfome  to  their  bodies  *  but  ours  is  fpiritual* 
Pfeafant  and  eafy. 

3*  The  Jews  had  many  other  feftival  days  to  ob» 
?***•  by  a  ftria  and  holy  reft,  befide  the  Sabbath  i 
■***»  under  the  gofpel,  God  hath  freed  us  from  the  yoke 
J*  all  other  feftivals,  and  hath  inftitute  none  but  the 
**>*d's  day,  which,  in  gratitude,  we  ought  to  obferve 
ft<**e  ftricUy  and  religioufly  than  the  Jews. , 

•4*  By  baptifm,  we  come  under  more  ftrtfi  and  folemn 
?nj£agements  to  keep  God's  commandments,  than  the 
Je  W|  •  and  alfo  we  have  more  fpecial  promifes  of  his 
?l*itrit  t6  help  us  in  keeping  of  them,  than  the  Jews  had) 
^°f,  in  the  New  Teftament  times,  the  Spirit  is  poured 
°***  in  a  larger  meafurc,  than  in  the  Old. 

So  that  from  the  whole  I  infer,  that  if  the  Jews  un- 
J^*  the  Old  Teftament  were  bound  to  kerfp  the  whole 
"^bbath  day  and  wholly  to  >abftain  from  their  own 
Pinafores  upon  it,  yea,  count  the  fervicc  cf  the  Sab-, 
b^tli,  a  delight,  according  to  I  fa.  Iviii.  13.  though  in 
Vol  IV.  M  i* 
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itfelf  it  was  burdenfome  :  Much  more  ought  we,  under 
the  gofpel,  to  keep  the  whole  Sabbath  ftridly,  and  call 
it  a  delight*  when  the  work  and  fervice  of  it  is  ft)  plea- 
fant  and  eafy. 

II,  Another  argument,  which  I  (hall  bring  afainft 
the  forefaid  Sabbath  day's  recreations,  (hall  be  take* 
from  the  nature  and  greatnefs  of  the  Sabbath  day's 
work  ;  and  I  final!  form  it  thus : 

If  the  work  of  the  Sabbath  be  fo  neceffary,  weighty* 
and  various  that  it  requires  the  whole  day  to  be  fpeafl 
thereir,  and  challenges  all  our  fouls  faculties  to  be  era- 
ployed  thereabout ;  then  carnal  recreations  are  unlaw— 
fill  thereupon : 

But  the  former  is  true ;  therefore,  &c. 

The  connexion  of  the  major  propofitton  is  evident  s 
for  that  which  is  weighty  and  necefiary  ought  alwayw 
to  take  place  of  that  which  is  not  fo. 

As  for  the  minor  propofnion,  that  the  work  of  th& 
Sabbath  is  fo  great  and  neceflary,  is  plain,  if  we  eonfi* 
der,  that  the  Sabbath  is  the  great  market  day  of  heaven  r 
upon  which  we  ought  to  take  in,  and  lay  up  provinoM 
for  our  fouls  for  the  reft  of  the  week,  yea,  for  eternity 
itfelf.  It  is  the  ufual  day  of  finners  conversion  and  ae» 
quaintance  with  God :  It  is  the  day  wherein  we  have 
our  fins  to  bewail,  our  needs  to  get  fupplied,  our  hard 
hearts  to  get  melted,  our  dead  afte&ions  to  get  raifed* 
bur  guilty  conferences  to  get  difburdened,  our  daxh 
minds  to  get  enlightened,  our  weak  graces  to1  get 
ftrengthened  :  We  have  this  day  God's  word  to  teach 
our  families,  our  children  to  inftrud,  Chrift's  love  to 
commemorate,  death  and  judgment  to  provide  for,  and 
our  Redeemer  to  treat  with  about  the  favxng  of  our 
fouls*  In  a  word,  this  is  a  day  wherein  we  are  to  make 
vifits  to  God,  and  receive  vifits  for  hiiti.  Now,  I  do 
appeal  to  every  ferious  foul,  that  knows  any  thing,  of 
real  godlinefs,  if  thefe  things  be  not  fo  weighty  and 
neceflary,  as  to  challenge  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  the. 
attendance  of  all  our  powers  and  faculties  :  And  if  fo, 
then  we  are  bound  carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
may-prove  an  avocation  or  diverfion  from  doing  them* 

111.  Another  argument  may  run  thus : 

If 
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If  the  worldly  circumftances  of  the  generality  be  fach 
a*  they  can  have  but  little  time  through  the  week  for 
worfhipping  God,  minding  their  fouls,  and  preparing 
for  eternity  ;  then  it  is  their  duty  clofely  and  diligently 
to  employ  the  Lord's  day  for  thefe  ends,  in  which  God 
grants  them  freedom  for  the  fame  : 

But  the  former  is  true ;  therefore,  &c. 

The  connexion  of  the  major  proportion  is  certain ; 
for,  if  our  whole  lives  be  little  enough  for  accompli  th- 
ing the  great  work  of  our  fal  ration,  the  ferenth  day, 
or  ferenth  part  of  our  time,  is  never  to  be  thought  too 
much* 

And  for  the  truth  of  the  minor  propofition,  that  the 
drcumftaoces  of  the  generality,  are  fuch  as  above  re- 
prefcnted,  I  do  appeal. to  the  experience  of  the  whoie 
country  where  .we  lire.  How  many  poor  men  are 
there  every  where,  tradefmen,  tenants,  fervants,  work- 
men*  &c.  whofe  worldly  poverty  and  neceffities  are  fo 
great  and  many,  that  they  can  fcarce  get  fo  much  fpare 
time  far  their  work  and  labour  through  the  week,  as.  it 
fuffietent  for  eating  and  deeping  ?  They  are  commonly 
&  toiled  through  the  day,  that,  at  night,  they  are 
hardly  fit  far  any  thing  but  deep.  Now,  what  time 
hate  thefe  through  the  week  for  holy  duties  and  reli- 
gion* esercifea  ?  What  time  for  reading  and  praying, 
and  learning  the  principles  of  Chriftianity  ?  But  fines 
God  is  graciondy  pleafed  to  give  them  the  Sahbith, 
in  which  they  may  retire  from  the  world,  and  employ 
themfelvca  wholly  in  the  foreCaid  religious  concerns ; 
have  they  not  the  greated  need,  clofely  and  diligently 
to  fpend  and  improve  the  whole  Sabbath  therein,  with- 
ont  any  kind  of  unnecefTary  diversion  from  the  fame  ? 

Are  there  not  many  poor  fervants,  whofe  matters 
are  fo  fcvere,  that  they  will  not  allow  them  half  an 
hour  in  a  day  to  ferve  God,  or  mind  their  fouls  ?  and 
fliould  they  not  greedily  lay  hold  on  the  opportunity 
of  the  Sabbath  for  thefe  end*,  and  1st  no  part  of  .this 
Mefled  day  pads  away  idly  ?  Now,  for  miiiifters  er 
others  to  tell. fuch,  that  the  whole  Sibbath  day  is  too 
long  for  the  forefaid  fpiritual  excrcifes,  and  teach  them 
to  fpend  away  part  of  it  in  carnal  recreations  or  idlenefs, 
Ma  in 
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in  my  opinion,  is  a  mod  compendious  way  te  pron 
atheifm,  ignorance  and  profanity  amongft  them.  / 
doth  not  daily  experience  confirm  this  fad  truth  I 
we  not  fre,  that  profaning  the  S  tbbath  opens  a  doo 
all  profanity?  and  that  in  t>ore  places  where  pei 
SiegleA  the  Sabbath,  or  fpend  the  half  of  the  day  in 
creations  and  idleneff*  there  ignorance  and  tmmon 
of  all  forts  abound,  and  family- worths p  attf  piety  afle 
gle&ed ;  whereas  on  the  contrary,  in  thofe  places  wl 
the  whole  Sabbath  is  clofely  obferved,  and  recreati 
dtfeouraged,  there  we  fee  Chriftian  knowledge  mi 
Jity,  the  fear  of  God,  and  family-godlinefs,  do  flou 
and  profper?  Ocular  experience  fhfcws  us,,  that 
fourth  command  is  a  hedge  about  all  the  reft  ;  •■  and 
religious  obfervation  of  the  whole  Sabbath  day,  is 
moft  effe&ual  method  for  promoting  Ghriftian  kn< 
ledge  and  univcrfal  pity.  People  may  hear  a  fermoi 
two  on  a  Sabbath,  and  yet  Jy  itill  in  their  ignorance 
they  fpend  the  reft  of  the  day  in  idlenefs  and  recreatk 
and  negleA  the  private  means  of  reading,  praying*  c 
chifing,  conference,  repetition  offcrmons,  &c.  I  pe 
expedt  to  fee  knowledge  or  piety  flourifb  in  congrc 
tions  or  families,  till  thefe  means  be  ufed,  and  pi 
taken,  after  the  public  worfhip  is  over,  to  inftra&  c 
dren  and  fervants.  O !  doth  not  the  lamentabJe  tg 
ranee  of  many  poor  fouls  plead  aloud  for  the  Arid  : 
diligent  obfervation  of  the  whole  Lord's  day  ?  H*dm 
/fiera  and  others  a  dueienfe  of  the  mifery  and  perifli 
ftate  of  ignorant  fouls,  I  am  fure  they  would  prel 
*  more,  and  never  let  up  to  teach  them  carnal  recreati* 
on  this  day. 

O  poor  men,  feryants  and  labourers,  in  the  narnt 
pod  1  exhort  you  to  fpend  more  of  God's  day  in  heave 
work :  You  have  littie  time  through  the  week  for 
therefore  God,  in  pity  to  your  fouls,  loofe3  you  t 
day  from  your  weikly  work,  and  cries  to  you  from 
h>g' t  *  come  up  hither  ?  lay  afide  the  thoughts  of  tbii 
below,  and  ff  let  your  aflFedions  on  things  above."  , 
your  bodies  reft  this  day  from  labour,  let  your  fouls  thi 
on  eternal  reft  in  heaven,  and  ufe  all  the  appohv 
means  for  attending  to  it. 
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*  IV."  A  fbtrrtri  argument  I'make  ufe  of  is  thiY; 

If  God' prohibits  worldlv  employments  6n  the  Sab- 
bwfli  then  "certainly  h*  discharges  carnal  recreations : 
But  the 'former  is  true ;  therefore,  &c. 
*  The  ro!ndf*ipropoGtion  is  undeniable ;  fo  that,  all  t 
We  Wprove  is-  the  connexion  of  the  major  propofV 
fony  which  maybe  eafily  done  thu%:  Tiie  great  rea- 
fan  of  rxobibitfrig'  worldly  employments  o-i  the '  SaS- 
fcuhtf,t*d«aft  they  hinder  the  holy  employment  of 
the  foul,  ^md  would  interrupt  the  duties  of  the  SaW 
b»th;    But  if  carnal  recreations  do  h:nd?r  the  duties, 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  fpiritiul  employment  of  the  foul, 
*•  madv  as  fcrvile  labour;  then  by  pirity  of  reafon* 
*****  are  forbidden  alfo :  But  fo  it  i*,  that  they  do  hin- 
*J^tw  mtich,  yea,  more  than  fcrvile  labour  would  do. 
^^ay,  I  mat  be  bold  to  f  «y;  that  a  man  may  be  more  . 
J^rious,  and  have  his  mind  more  exercifed  with  heaven- 
ly   medttfltioris,  when  plowing,  fowing  or  threfliinjr# 
*ixui  when  he  is  about  carnal  entertainments,  recrea- 
tions, orpafttaies  ;  or  when  he  is  in  vain  promifcuous '" 
^OWpatiV,  j#fcing>  fporting,  and  telling  (lories,  or  wa!k- 
**^  and 'talking  idly  in  the  itrcets  or  fields,    Thefe  do  ^ 
^Wmore  diftrad  the  heart  from  God's  fervice,  than  fer- 
Wlelabfcttr  doth:  A  man  will  find  himfelf  more  indifr'" 
!>CDfaJ-  for  'prayer  and  holy  duties  after  them,  than  after; 
*hfciw0ffa  of  his  calling.     It  was  the  fenfe  of  this  that 
***aie  Atiguftine  fay,  "  That  it  were  better  for  maids  : 
*oafpi^x*rfbr  men  to  plow,  than  for  them  to  dance  . 
^rid  iJHJrt  on  the  Sabbath  day.\  £>uanto  melius  e>7  arare  : 
****mfalt*rt  in  SMato."      Aug.  in  titulam  Pfal.  xcii. 
He  very  well  knew,  that  carnal  pleafures  are  incdn- 
fiftenr  whh(  devotion,  and  wholly  unfit  the  foul  for 
communion  with  God,  which  is  the  work"of  the.  Sab- 
bath,   Hence  we  fea»  lovers  of  pleafure,  and  lovers  of 
*»odj  are  fet  in  oppofitxon,  i  Tim.  Hi.  4. 

1  might  go  on  to  multiply  arguments  to  this  par* 
pofe  f  but  this  truth  is  fo  clear  from  found  reafon  and 
tht  word  of  God,  and  particularly  from  Ifa.  lviii.  1  '$.'■ 
to  fuck  as  believe  the  fcript'ires,  that  I  think  it  almoft 
Uttdlds  to  fay  any  more. 

But, 
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But,  in  regard  this  truth  hath  many  adverfarles,  (s 
no  wonder  though  fatan  mufter  up  all  his  forces  agai 
it,  fince  it  levels  fo  dire&ly  againft  his  kingdom)  I  ft 
endeavour  to  anfwer  the  chief  obje&ions  brought 
gain  ft  it. 

Particularly,  there  is  one  J.  S.  who  calif  himfdi 
Prefbyter  of  the  Epifcopal  church  of  Scotland,  that 
his  pamphlets  upon  the  Sabbath,  lately  publifhed,  pies 
for  Sabbath  days  recreations,  both  as  lawful  and  d« 
ful,  after  the  public  worfhip  is  orer ;  providing  (at 
qualifies  them)  there  be  nothing  immodeft  or  indecc 
therein,  nor  too  much  time  fpent  thereby :  Though 
neither  tells  how  much  time  he  allows  for  them,  r 
what  are  the  immodeft  or  indecent  things  which! 
difallows  in  them  ;  but  leaves  every  man  to  hi*  01 
conftrudion  and  choice  therein. 

I  (hall  confider  the  ftrength  of  the  arguments  add 
ced  by  him  and  others,  for  thefe  recreations  *  atK 
(hall  begin  with  the  chief  one. 

Objtft.  I. €t  To  hinder  thefe  recreations  after  ferae 
were  to  tye  us,  who  are  the  difciples  of  Chrift,  to 
ftri&  a  reft,  and  as  burden fome  an  obferva'tion  of  t 
Sabbath,  as  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  under  the  la 
which  were  to  judatze,  and  build  that  again  whi 
Chrift  hath  deftroyed." 

Anf.  i.  The  fourth  command  being  moral  and  p 
petual,  as  hath  been  proven,  doth  oblige  us  to  as  ftt 
a  reft  and  cefiation  from  worldly  actions,  as  it  did  I 
Jews.  I  grant  indeed,  the  Pharifees  invented  a  gri 
many  fupetftitiou?  additions  to  the  reft  of  the  Sabbai 
which  were  not  of  divine  appointment,  and  would  hs 
had  M  to  conform  thereto,  as  if  they  had  been  divi 
laws*  They  affigned  fuch  a  precife  fpace  for  a  S« 
bath-day's  journey ;  they  frequently  would  not  aife 
'the  relieving  of  mens  bodies  and  beafts  in  diftrefs  tl 
day  :  Some  came  this  length,  that  though  they  allot* 
beafts  to  be  fed  or  watered,  yet,  if  any  of  them  i 
into  a  ditch,  thfey  muft  not  draw  him  out  on  this  d; 
but  feed  him  where  he  was  till  the  Sabbath  was  ovi 
Nay,  I  have  read  of  Jews  fo  ridiculoufly  fuperftitioi 
that  they  would  not  allow  themfelve*  to  be  drawn  c 
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of  pits  or  dangerous  places  into  which  they  had  fallen 

on  the  Sabbath,  and  therefore  have,  fmarted  with  death 

for  their  folly.      Some  held,  that  it  was  unlawful  to 

kill  a  flea,  take  the  (kin  off  an  apple,  or  do  any  thing 

of  that  kind  on  the  Sabbath  day  :    Nay,  further,  they 

taught,  that  it  was  unlawful  to  defend  themfelves  a* 

gtinft  their  enemies  this  day ;  by  which  means  th?y 

Sometimes  became  a  prey  to  their  enemies :  Till  Marca- 

thiasthe  pried  better  inftrudted  them,  as  we  are  told 

bf  Jofephus,  and  the  author  of  the  firft  book  of  the 

Maccabees. 

I  (ay,  thrfe  were  nothing  but  human  additions  ;  for 
the  fame  things  were  lawful  to  the  Jews  on  the  Sab- 
hath,  that  are  allowed  to  us,  viz.  the  works  of  piety, 
ficceflity  and  mercy  ;  as  manifeltly  appears  by  the  com- 
mentary which  Chrift  gives  upon  this  command,  both 
j>y  his  words  and  actions.     Chrift  dr fends  his  practice 
***  healing,  and  his  difciple3  in  plucking  the  ears  of 
°Orn  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  (hews,  that  the  works  of  ne- 
^ ffity  and  mercy,  the  relieving  of  men  and  beads  in 
^ifhtft,  were  lawful  on  the  Sabbath.      Our  bicflcd 
fr^Tiour,  by  his  reafoning  againd  the  Pharifees  on  this 
*jM>jc£k,  intends  only  to  reprove  their  fuperftitious  addi- 
***Maj  and  to  (hew  what  things  were  lawful  to  the  Jews 
°*)  the  Sabbath  from  the  beginning,  but  not  what  things 
^re  now  lawful  to  us  under  the  gofpel ;  for  he  gives  no 
5**°w  liberty  for  worldly  things  this  day  than  what  was 
**^fore,  fince  he  "  came  not  to  deftroy  the  law." 

2i  1  grant  indeed,  that  our  Saviour  hath  freed  Chiif- 

^*«n*  under  the  gofpel,  from  the  Jcwifli  method   of 

^^tbrating  the  Sabbath,  by  a  typical  fervice  and  cere- 

r**onial  worfliip,  confiding  of  facrificcs,  warning*,  and 

•Manifold  rites>  which  were  a  burderifome  yoke.     Now, 

5°  reintroduce  abrogated  ceremonies  on  the  Sabbath, 

*•  (I  oonfefs)  to  judaize,  and  rebuild  what  Chrift  hath  * 

^•itiojtd.;  and  whoever  are  chargeable  with  this  in  any 

c*cpce>  let  them  fee  to  it.      But  what  man  will  call 

^bftaining  from  carnal  recreations  on  the  Sabbath,  an 

abrogated  Jewilh  ceremony  ?  or  compare  the  ftricl  fane- 

tificationof  the  Lord's  day,  by  the  pleafmt  erangeli- 

^  facrifioes  of  prayer  and  praife,  to  the  burdenfome 

method 
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method  of  obferving  the  Jewifli  Sabbath  ?  Chrift  harh 
told  us,  that  his  "  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  is  light  ;** 
and  all  his  experienced  difciples  will  fet  their  feal  to  the 
truth  of  it. 

For  my  part9  I  do  not  fee  how  a  man  can  own  the? 
morality  and.  unalterable  obligation  of  the  fourth  com* 
mand,  and  net  prant  that  we  are  as  ftriftly  tied  to  mo* 
ral  duties  on  the  Sabbath  as  the  Jews,  and  confequent- 
ly  to  the  fame  holy  reft,  and  diligence  in  the  fenrice  of 
God  upon  it ;  fince  the  change  made  by  ChrifVt  com- 
ing is  only  in  circumftantial  or  ceremonial  things,  vi& 
the  day  of  the  week,  and  the  nature  of  the  fertice  or 
facrifice  requifite  upon  it. 

Ohjtft.  "  But,  befides  the  nature  of  the  fenrice  and 
worihip,  there  were  feveral  peculiar  things  required  of 
the  Jews  upon  the  Sabbath,  not  binding  upon  ut :  Par- 
ticularly, concerning  the  not  drefling  of  meat,  going  out 
of  the  place,  kindling  of  fire,  bearing  of  burdens,  the 
nature  of  the  punishment  of  Sabbath  breaking,  double 
Sacrifices,"  &c. 

Anf.  i.  If  any  of  the  forefaid  things  were  typical  of 
ceremonial,  then  indeed  it  is  abrogated  by  Chrift/s  coin* 
ing,  and  not  binding  upon  us :  But  this  will  nowtfe  al»  - 
ter  the  cafe  with  refpe£t  to  abftaining  from  carnal  re- 
creations on  the  Sabbath,  which  can  never  be  reckoned 
typical  or  ceremonial ;  it  being  what  is  perpetually  mo- 
ral, and  necdTary  to  the  fuitable  fan&ification  of  this 
holy  day,  in  all  ages  of  the  world. 

2.  Let  the  forefaid  inftanccs  be  narrowly  confidered,  ■ 
and  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  no  fuch  peculiar  thing  1 
therein  as  is  commonly  imagined. 

I.  As  to  drefling  of  meat  on  the  Sabbath,  the  only  " 
place  whence  the  prohibition  of  it  is  inferred  is  Exod.  - 
xvi.  23.  concerning  the  preparing  of  manna.  Therc^ 
are  feveral  interpreters,  who  think,  that  the  dreffingS 
of  it  on  the  Sabbath  is  not  here  forbid  ;  but  that  the^l 
are  there  ordered  to  lay  up  a  part  of  it  undrefled .  focm 
the  Sabbath.  But  granting,  as  the  moil  part  of  in- 
terpreters do,  that  the  drefling  of  the  manna  is  then» 
difcharged,  this  will  not  infer  a  difcharge  of  drefling 
any  kind  of  meat  on  the  Sabbath :   fincc  there  wer~- 

foro — 
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fame  things  peculiar  to  the   manna,   beyond   other 
meat;  Jfas  : 

k«  Therdwas  a  particalar  promife  made  concerning 
it>  that  was  not  made  concerning  other  kinds  of  food* 
*iz.  That  it  fhould  not  fjpoil  nor  corrupt :  For,  in  that 
Hot  country,-  drefied  meat  could  not  eafily  be  preferved 
good  an4  wholefome  over  night. 

2,;  There- w*s  much  more  fervile  wo^k  requifite  irt 
preparing  manna  than  other  kinds  of  food  ;   it  behoved 
to  be  ^'grinded  in  mills,  beat  in  mortars  and  taken 
in  paoft"  Num.  xi.  8.    Now,  fo  much  fervile  labour  a- 
txmt  preparing  of-  food  was  not  fit  upon  the  S  ibSath, 
dice  it  did  not  tend  to  the  red  or  refreshing  of  the  body, 
l>ut  rather  <tp  the  toiling  of  it  >   and  likewife  it  took  up 
wtany  hands, ,  and   would   have  hindered   them   from 
lan&ifying  of  the  day.    So  that  there  is  no  peculiarity 
in.  this:  prohibition  *  for,  were  we  in  their  cafe,  and 
.-  iad  manna  to  feed  on,  it  were  not  lawful  for  us  to  pre- 
pare it  on  the  Sabbath,   more  than  for  the  Jews:  But 
it  is  Certain  that  they  did  drrfs  other  meat  on  the  Sab- 
bath, ■  thatfcquired  not  fuch  fervile  labour.     Only  we 
8T£  taught  by  this  prohibition,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  to 

-  bercarefotitw  pit  pare  that  meat,  which  requires  much 
toil  and  painv  before  the  Sabbath  come  -,  and  fo  to  or* 
4fir.  matters  about  pur  bodily  provifions  the  day  before* 
that  fieryants  may  be  as  little  hi  ode  red  from  fan&ifying 

rthe  Sabbath,  and,  the  work  of  the  day  as  little  interrup- 
ted as  poffible, 

..  .II.  As  to  the  fecond  in  (lance,  the  prohibition  of  "  go* 
Jog  OUti  of  their , places  on  the  Sabbath,"  Exod.  xvi.  29. 
it  is  plain  from  the  context,  that  it  is  to  be  meant  of 
gping  out  to  feek  manna*  it  being  an  unneceflary  fervile 
.Vfork,  and  therefore  unlawful  on  the  Sabbath-day.  For 
-  though  the  Jews  were  retrained  from  going  through  the 
ftrects  or  fields  on  the  Sabbath,  for  worldly  bufinefs, 
recreation  or  putting  off  the  time ;  yet  not  from  all 
Walking  or  travelling,  when  either  the  works  of  piety 

-  or  neceffity  did  require  j  for  a  V  Sabbath-day's  journey'' 
:  Was  a|lowed,  A6te  i.  12.  The  Pharifees  indeed  Hinted 
^  it  to  two  thoufabd  cubits,  (which  fome  make  one  mile* 
.  others,  two,   according,  to  the  different  cubits  in  ufe 
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among  them)  in  regard  this  wm  to-  be  the  diflJanco  <rf 
the  utmoft  part  of  the  camp  of  Ifrael  in  the  wUdemeiisv 
from  the  tabernacle  to  wbich  they  were  bound  to  *©— 
pair  for  wortfiip-  on  the  Sabbath  day*     But  this-  wasna 
good  warrant  for  (tinting  the  Sabbath  day's  journey- to  - 
fiich.  a- precife  fpace*,   fince  it  muft  be  either  more  OSF 
lefs,  according  to  the  diftance  of  peoples  dwellings  fiooft.  _ 
the  public  ordinances,  to  attend  which  a  perfonv  amy 
go  many  miles,    and  not  profane-  the  Sabbath.     13m^ 
ShunammitiQi  woman,  a*  appears  from  2  Kings  iv.  23+ 
ufed  to  travel  on  the  Sabbath  to  the  prophet  EUGia*  or- 
attend  public  wor/hip,  and  wait  on  hi*  teaching* 

lfli  As  to  the  prohibition  of  "  kindling  fire/9  EaoA 
xxxv.  3*     If  we  conftder  the  place  and  context,  we-wift1^ 
find  that  it  is  only  kindling  of  fire  for  fervile  work,  pat* 
ticularly  for  the  work  of  rearing  up  the  tabernacle*  that  ~~ 
they  were  then  about,  which  is  there  for  bidden :*  Tbil  — 
is  the  mind  of  Vatablus,  Junius  and  Termolliu**  and" 
the  beft  commentators  on  the  place*    For  God  ia  here*- 
giving  directions  for  making  the  tabernacle;  ano%  to- 
prevent  their  thinking-  that  the  nature  of)  the  wori%  of* 
hafte  required  in  doing  it,  would  juftify  their  wjpttfng; 
at  it  on  the  Sabbath,  he  fir  ft*  difcharges  a)l  working*on' 
that  day,  verfo  2.  and  then-  more  particularly?  v.  3*  he* 
forbids  the  work  of  kindling  fire,  as-  that  of  fmitbty 
founders,  or  any -others,  for  preparing  materials  for-  the- 
tabernacle.     Audfp-he  will  have  that  work,  though' 
for  a  facred  ufe,  give  place  to  that  which  was  moro -im- 
mediately facred  and  neceiTary,  viz.  the  prefent  fanfti* 
fkation  of  the  Sabbath*     This-  doth  not  prohibit*  kind* 
ling  of  fire  for  the  works  of  necelfity  or  mercyv  which'  - 
prefently  tend  to  the  better  fan&ifying  of  the  Sabbath^ 
fince  this,    for  the  fervile  work  of  the  tabernacle* 
would  have  hindered  the  prefent  fan&ifica*ioi»  o£»  itv 
whereas  kindling  of  fire  for  warming  our- bodies,  pre-  - 
paring  mcatr  or  for  ,  (he  wing  light,,  do -not  hinder,  but* 
tend  to  promote  the-  fan&ifying  of  4the  Sabbath. .    Yef ~ 
we  (houl<i  take  care  that  we  do  not  eprtend  our  •liberty—*" 
this  way  too  far,  fo  as  to  make- folemn  feafts  on*  the  ^ 
Sabbath,  which  require  much  fervile  wo*k,  and  Wil- 
der the  duties  of  the  Sabbath :   For  though  we  be  not 

forbidden. 
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forbidden  on  the  Lord's  day  to  kirtdle  a  fire  for  dref- 
fiog  meat,  yet  we  mud  beware  we  make  not  fuch  a 
lame  at  (hall  kindle  the  fire  of  God's  wrath  againft  us 
too  that  day. 

IV.  As  to  the  bearing  of  burdens  on  the  Sabbath, 
Chrift  hath  given  no  more  liberty  to  us  this  way,  than 
to  the  Jews  (  for  though  he  commanded  the  impotent 
flaw  on  the  Sabbath,  John  v.  10.  "  to  take  up  his  bed 
aid  walk,**  yet  this  was  no  carrying  of  a  burden  for 
say  fecular  defign,  but  a  mean  required  for  glorifying 
of  God,  and  publishing  the  miracle. 

V.  As  to  their  punching  of  Sabbath-breaking  with 
death,  Numbers  xv.  this  belonged  to  the  judicial  law* 
which  was  peculiar  to  the  Jewifli  common- wealth,  and 
doth  not  bind  other  nations,  except  fo  much  of  it  as  is 
of  unrrerfal  moral  equity;  for  the  peculiar  circiim- 
ftftt&B  Of  nations  require  peculiar  ftatutes  and  punMh* 
ments  for  fome  particular  crimes.  Bur,  in  the  next 
placet,  there  appears  to  have  been  fome  fpecialty  in  that 
&bbath»breakers  cafe  \  for  wd  do  not  find  that  rjab- 
batkbreajnng  was  always  fo  puniflitd  afterwards.  If 
we  Mad  Jerfcs  30.  and  31.  we  fee  God  threatening 
death  to  all  fuch  as  fin  prefumptuoufly,  and  with  ah 
high  hand  t  And  in  the  very*  next  verfe,  the  Sabbath- 
breaker  is  brought  in  guilty j  which  makes  it  probable* 
that  Us  crime  was  attended  with  the  aggravation  of 
prefamptuous  finning. 

VL  As  fo  the  double  facrifices  required  on  this  Sab- 
bath, "  two  lambs  in  the  morning,  arid  two  iri  the 
evening,9*  Num.  xxviii.  9.  10.  1  grant  they  w£re  a 
heavy  burden,  in  regard  of  the  great  expence  and  bodily 
tail  the  Jews  were  put  to  thereby,  from  which  Chrilt 
hath  happily  freed  us.  But,  excepting  what  was  typt- 
cat  arid  ceremonial  in  their  worfhip  and  facrifices,  there 
is  nothing  here  peculiar  to  them  ',  for,6therwife  we  are 
fttil  as  much  bound  to  doable  facrifices  on  the  Sabbath 
as  the  Jews:  We  are  bound  to  double  our  devotion, 
ovf  pnryers,  our  praifes,  &c.  this  day,  beyond  other 
days*  Teav  a*  '  ihewed  befoie,  we  are  more  caJIed  to 
it  thao  the  JcJws  v  which  alfo  is  confirmed  from  Ezek. 
xhri.  4.  5*  vthefe*  niftead  of  the  four  lambs  required 
N  2  on 


laS  Of  the  Ssma^csd&m 

on  die  Sabbath  in  Moies*s  time,  we  fee  thit  in  EzekieP* 
temple*  (enrice,  which  points  at  gofpel  times,  the  Sab* 
hath- offerings  were  to  be  "  fix  lambs  2nd  a  ram  ;*  in- 
timating not  only  the  conttncince,  but  tVe  adv  after  mem 
of  the  Sabbath  farclificat'ton  in  the  days  of  the  Meffiah, 
and  that  Chriiiians  ft.ould  exceed  the  Je«*5  in  zeal  and 
diligence  in  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  and  fbould  multi- 
ply dsries,  arid  offer  up  a  greater  plenty  of  fpiTiroal 
{acrifices,  and  be  more  active  and  intenfe  about  the 
works  of  the  Sabbath,  th*n  thev  a .-ere :  And  good  rea- 
fon  for  it.  fmce  we  have  both  the  creation  and  redemp- 
tion to  commemorate  thi*  day,  and  a  more  excellent 
worihip  to  perform  upon  it. 

But  I  proceed  to  examine  the  reft  of  J.  SV.  argu- 
ments for  Sabbath-day >  recrenions. 

ObjeB.  IL  "  Our  Saviour  faith,  that  the  Sabbath  it 
made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath,"  Mark 
ii.  27. 

Anf.  This  word  makes  not  for  his  purpofe ;  for  Ghrift 
adduceth  it  in  defence  of  his  di Triples  "  plucking  the 
ears  of  corn  on  the  Sabbath/9  for  fatisfying  their  hun- 
ger, which  was  a  work  of  necef&ty ;  and  not  in  defence 
of  carnal  direrfions  and  recreations. 

But,  that  we  may  take-up  the  true  meaning  of  the 
place,  we  mull  confider,  that,  if  by  Sabbath  be  under- 
fiood  the  true  fan&ification  of  the  day  by  fincere  wor- 
shipping and  ferving  of  God,  then  certainly  man  was 
made  for  it :  But  if  Sabbath  be  taken,  according  to  the 
Pharifees  fenfe  here,  for  the  mere  external  reft  of  the 
day  (as  Chrift  certainly  underftands  it  in  this  place) 
then  indeed  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man 5  this  ex- 
ternal reft  bring  but  a  mean  for  the  true  fan&ification 
of  the  Sabbath,  ;md  defigned  for  the  fpecial  good  of 
man,  partly  that  his  body  might  have  fome  repofe  from 
labour,  and  chi<  My  that  he  might  have  a  fulemn  oppor- 
tunity to  worihip  God,  and  hold  communion  with 
him.  Now  ((4yn  our  Stviour)  it  were  unreafonable 
to  think  that  a  law,  intruded  for  a  privilege  and  bene- 
fit to  nun,  mould  W  improved  to  his  huit  and  ruin. 
The  great  dcfitfti  of  lite  fuhbath,  pleads  for  "  works 
pf  ncccllity  uud  ni*f  1  y  iw   l'«r  huw  can  God  he  ferved, 

or 
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«t  the  foul  profited  on  this  day,  if  care  be  not  taken 
for  preferring  the  l.fe,  and  fupporting  the  body,  in  or- 
der thereto  ?  But  how  this  text  makes  for  carnal  diver- 
Cons  on  the  Sabbath,  I  fee  not  \  unlefs  one  ftiould  fayt 
AatChrift  meant  when  he  faid,  "  The  Sabbath  is 
wade  for  man,"  that  it  is  made  for  his  corporeal  plea- 
fures ;  which  is  mod  abfurd,  and  dire£Uy  contrary  to 
Mu  MS.  1  $. 

ObjeB.  III.  "  The  hindering  of  men  from  Sabbath- 
days  recreations,  is  an  encroachment  upon  our  Chrif- 
rian  liberty ." 

A nf.  1  would  gladly  know  what  he  means  by  Chrif. 
tian  liberty.      I  take  the  gofpel  fcnfe  of  it  to  be  this, 
that  Chrift  hath  purchafcd  for  believers  under  the  gof- 
pel, not  only  liberty  from  the  dominion,  guilt,  and 
pttnilhment  of  fin,  the  bondage  of  fatan,  and  (ling  of 
death;  but  alfo  hath  liberate' them  from  the  yoke  of 
the  ceremonial  law,  to  which  the  Old  Testament  faints 
were  fubje&ed ;  and  likewife  from  the  curfe  of  the 
moral  law  5  yea,  and  from  the  power  and  jobligation  of 
it  too,  as  a  covenant  of  works  ;  fo  as  they  are  neither 
to  be  juftified  nor  condemned  thereby.      But  that  he 
hath  obtained  any  liberty  to  us  from  the  obligation  of 
the  moral  law,  as  the  rule  of  life  and  manners,  more 
than  the  Jews  had,  I  know  no  orthodox  Proteftant  that 
will  aflert  it.     Now,  if  the  fourth  command  be  a  part 
of  the  moral  law,  (as  J.  S.  owns)  to  pretend  to  any 
freedom  from  the  drift  obfervation  of  it,  and  what  is 
truly  moral  in  it  under  the  gofpel,  is  unchriftian  licen- 
tioufnefs,  and  not  Chrifti  n  liberty.     Chrift  never  pur- 
chafed  a  liberty  to  us,  to  be  lefs  religious,  or  lefs  dili- 
gent in  prayer,  praifes,  and  other  duties,  than  the  Jews ; 
fr*  this  were  no  true  liberty-      Our  true  liberty  lies  in 
*  readinefs  to  obey  the  holy  will  of  God,   our  only 
ngbtful  Lord  5  and  in  being  in  a  capacity  to  purfue  our 
chief  good  and  great  end ;  and  the  more  we  are  difabled 
from   this,  the  more  we  are  in  bondage.      And  hence 
n  '«>  that  the  Pfalmift  faith,  Plal.  cxix.  45.  "  I  will 
*a'k  at  liberty,  for  I  feek  thy  precepts."     But  for  any, 
*to<f  er  pretence  of  Chriftian  liberty,  to  walk  loofely  and 
^^tioufly,  is  to  deftroy  the  end  of  Chriltian  liberty, 

which 
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which  is,  "  That,  being  delivered  oat  of  the  hands  of 
cor  enemies,  we  might  ferve  the  Lord  without  fcai« 
in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the  day i  of 
our  life,"  Luke  i.  74. 75. 

Objeft*  IV:  "  The  restraining  thefe  recreations  is  Oft 
a  good  politic  for  promoting  godlinefs  \  for,  inftead  of 
this,  it  drives  people  to  the  other  extreme.* 

Anf.  1.  Though  it  were  a  good  politic,  I  am  farek 
is  bad  divinity  :  For,  we  mull  not  do  evil,  that  food 
may  come  of  it. 

2.  It  is  no  new  thing  for  mens  lufts  and  corruptions 
to  grow  more  impetuous,  and  be  the  more  irritated, 
by  the  re  drain ts  and  prohibitions  of  God's  holy  aod 
juft  laws,  Rom.  vii.  8.  Yet  no  Chriftian  ever  pleaded 
that  thefe  laws  fhould  be  either  difpenfed  with  or  flack- 
ened  upon  this  account ;  but  (till  owned  the  fault  to 
be  hi  our  own  corrupt  natures,  and  not  in  God's  ex* 
cellar; t  laws.  If  all  thefe  precepts  were  to  be  dipeofed 
with,  that  are  grating  to  the  lufts  of  carnal  men,  the* 
few  of  them  would  be  binding ;  for  every  fpirkoai 
duty  is  unpleafant  to  them. 

3.  If  inquiry  be  made  into  the  (late  of  the  flocks  of 
thofe  minifters  who  ufe  this  politic,  I  apprehend  it  will 
be  found  to  have  hut  very  bad  fuccefs  in  promoting 
godlinefs,  or  even  morality,  either  on  Sabbath  or  week** 
day.  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  thefe  Sabbath-days  re- 
creations will  be  found  a  politic  of  hell,  wherever  the 
experiment  is  tried,  fcr  banifliing  piety,  and  promoting 
all  forts  of  profanity.  Whereas,  in  thefe  places  where 
tbey  are  confeientioufly  fuppreffed,  Sabbath-holinefs,  - 
family-wor(hip>  and  true  piety,  are  known  to  be  in  a 
flouriihing  condition. 

4.  If  magiftrates  and  minifters  would  cordially  join 
hands  in  the  execution  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  laws 
againft  Sabbath-breaking  and  profanenefs,  the  imperi- 
ous eruptions  of  mens  lufts  on  the  Sabbath,  would 
foon,  through  the  bleffing  of  God,  be  cfTeQuatty  dam- 
med up  and  reftrained.  A  refclute  refitting  of  die 
devil,  is  the  bed  way  to  overcome  him ;  whereas,  yeild- 
ing  to  him  in  any  degree,  is  the  ready  way  to  be  vat**. 
quifhed  by  him. 
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Qfyem  V.  "THe  Chriftian  Sabbath  (faith  J.  ST.) is 
fc-  fcftival,  and"  confequentfy  (biacing-  ouTfelires  by  a: 
chearftd  and  mutual  conversation  together  in  durhoufes 
w  that  day  (if  there  be  nothing  immodeft  or  indecent 
tbwony  nor  too  much  time1  fpent  thereby)'  is  not  only 
ftwful,  but  dutiful  alfo." 

Ahf.  u  £  fuppofc  he  means  die  convening  of  friends 
aid'rreigftbouTe  to  carnal  feafts  and  entertainments  on 
tteStbbatfi,  and' holding  good  fellowfhip  together,  a£» 
ttrtfte  manner  of  the  world :  fbr,  if  he  meant  any 
other  eosrverffttion}  I  think  he  would  not  caution  a- 
aaibfr  the"  pending  of  too  much  time  therein';  for 
titer*  i»  little  need  of  any  fuch  caution  with  refpedt  to* 
^Hritual  eonrerfation :  Alas,  tHefe  is  little  time  (jjenf 
therein!*  J1-  S.  had  employed1  his  pen'  much  better,  if 
he  had J  recommended  this  fort  of  converfation  on  the 
Saftath:  For  that  of  a  carnal  fort;  people  are  apt  e- 
tougfr  to  -learn  it  without  a  teacher. 
t  *2.  ffrecty  owm the  Lard's  day  to  be'  a  fefllval,  but 
jt  ii  for  the  foul,  not  for  the  body.  This  is  the  day 
wwhich'Chriftians  are  brought* into  the  banquetting- 
houfcv  but1  the  fore  isce4eftia^  the  dainties  ffmituar: 
Ohthi^ diy; they  are^  feafted  and  filled;  but1  it  is  with 
t^fatm&of'Gbd^hottfe^  and  the  rivers  of  his  plea- 
fofe*:  This- day  -they/are  made  joyful,  but  nofwith  car- 
ndijoy*  and*  mirth  j  the  pleafures  are  fpiritual,  the  joy" 
i*wiaet  I'  do  'not  fay*  that  this1  day  ought  to  be  kept  a$ ' 
»frft-day  for  afflicting  the  body ;  no,  it  is  neceffary  the 
hody.  thmM  be  (eafonabljr  refrefticd*  and1  firpported, 
ttatitmayJbe  ferrkeableto  the  fotfl  in  the  work  of 
tordan  and  ferviceof'God,1  and  may'call the  Sabbath' 
ttJeKghti  rejoice  in  God's  goodnefs,  and  be  cheerfuHri 
*ta  celebration  of  the  love  and  praifes  of  our  Redeemer* 
Aittftfcy*  that  fet  feafts;  carnal  entertainments,  and 

Ed  feilowfliip,  are  proper  duties  on  the  Lord's  day,  is 
age  do&rine  ;  for  then  I '  fee  not  how  carnal  mirth ' 
Md  jollify  can  be  excluded;  and  f 6  God's  holy  day  (hall 
be>  tamed*  into  a  carnival,  deftrudive  to  the  Weffed 
fnds<i«d  ddign*  of  it.  Modeft  and  honeft :  pr6vifion 
•four  tables -on  the  Lord's*  day,  is  what' I  do  not' 
ffeommend?  But  I  fay>  "  Set  feafts;  fumptuous  en- 

tertainmcts, 
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terammeiits,  and  too  liberal  partaking  of  die  of 
teres,  axe  not  proreT  on  this  d-y ;  in  regard  they  a 
apt  to  indifpofc  su  for  the  docks  cf  the  day,  by  rende 
fog  the  body  dull  and  fluggiih,  and  icdininff  us 
drowfiocf*  and  deep  *"  aa  aRb,  tbe  preparing  of  tta 
dotb  detain  fervants  from  'be  ordinances,  and  dm 
tbem  both  from  public  and  private  duties  necenarf  fi 
tbe  fanftifying  of  the  Sabbath.  It  is  obfenrable  of  01 
blencd  pattern  Jefns  Chrift,  that  though  he  frank) 
went  into  thr  houfes  of  Pharifees,  and  others,  on  wed 
days,  when  invited  \  yet  on  the  Sabbath- day ,  k  is  onl 
faid,  he  went  into  one  of  their  houfes  to  eat  breaj 
Luke  xiv.  i  that  is,  to  take  fuch  moderate  refrcthmci 
as  was  fuirable  for  that  day,  and  we  the  work  of  if 
teaching  us,  that  on  this  day,  we  (hould,  like  Mot 
and  Jethro,  with  the  eldt-rs  of  Ifrael,  hxod.  xriii.  I 
44  eat  bread  before  God,"  i.  e.  with  a  dtep  fenfe  of  h 
all* feeing  eye,  and  fpec'ul  caution  *g<unft  all  manner  • 
exceffr,  or  any  thing  that  may  indifpofe  as  for  ho 
duties. 

Moreover,  obferve  what  manner  of  convetfatk 
Chrift  had  at  this  Sabbath-day's  refreftiment :  He  i 
deed  folaced  himfelf  and  the  company  with  a  muta 
and  cheerful  conversion,  but  it  was  wholly  fplritu 
and  heavenly,  concerning  the  feaft  provided  for,  us 
tbe  gofpel.  This  was  fui table  Sabbath-day's  converf 
tion,  that  needed  not  J.  S's  caution  againft  fpending  t< 
much  time  therein 

But  J.  S.  is  fo  zealous  for  thofe  Sabbath-days  recrc 
tiont  and  entertainments,  that  he  is  not  content 
prove  the  lawfulncfs  of  them,  but  he  will  have  the 
binding  on  us,  as  necelliiry  duties.     But  I  would  h 
know  now  any  man  will  prove  the  dutifulnefs  of  the* 
Pray,  where  is  the  command  for  them  ?  where  is  t 
advantage   of  them  ?    wherein   do  they   promote  t 
great  ends  of  th*  Sabbath,    *od'b  glory  and  fouls  edi 
cation  /   I  think  I  have  clearly  proven  the  contrary. 
Iltall  only  add  this  word  -,  1   make  a  fuppofitipn*  tl 
a  noor  foul  U  brought  under  a  law  woik,  or  deep  cc 
via  ions,  like  the  jailor,  by  means  of  the  fermons 
the  Lord1!  day  ;  Will  any  man  fay,  that  it  would 


*f  the  Sabbath.  113 

Vir  dtoty ,  prefently  after,  to  go  to  thefe  feafts,  enter* 

tainments  and  recreations,  and  thereby  hinder  or  quench 

the  operations  of  God's  Spirit  on  hit  foul  ?     I  would 

tttber  think  it  his  duty  to  retire  from  the  world  and 

company,  to  prayer  and  felf-examination,  in  order  to 

entertain  and  cherifh  the  Spirit's  work  on  his  heart. 

Objtft.  VI.  u  But  thefe  recreations  and  entertain- 
ments will  not  hinder  the  falsification  of  the  Sabbath, 
.   bat  rather  help  to  quicken  and  prepare  us  for  our  fuc- 
:    tteding  devotions." 

!  Anf.  I  am  perfuaded  that  thofe  who  exercife  them- 
;  feint  to  godlinefs,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  power 
'  .  tf  itr will  not  talk  fo;  nay,  they  will  tell,  from  their 
i  lad  experience,  that  the  meeting  of  promifcuous  com- 
I  fifties  on  the  Lord's  day,  for  carnal  entertainments, 
vain  walking,  talking  and  fporting,  are  fo  far  from  fit- 
ting us  for  after  devotions  or  fpiritual  exercifes,  that 
they  dircftly  tend  to  deaden  the  heart,  fupprefs  convic- 
tions, quench  any  w amine fs  of  affeftions  and  livelinefs 
of  frame  wrought  in  us  by  the  public  ordinances,  and 
10  render,  us  the  more  indlfpofed  for  fpiritual  employ- 
ments. Inftead  of  quickening  and  difpofing  our  minds 
fct  returning  to  God's  worihip,  they  do  the  more  in- 
ctcafe  our  averfenefs  thereto.  Experienced  Chriftians 
««J  tell,  that  private  mediation,  reading,  or  Chrifti- 
•n  Conference,  are  far  better  means  to  fit  us  for  our 
tafiing  devotions  on  the  Lord's  day,  than  carnal  re- 
creations. 

ObjtB*  VII.  u  Some  intermiflion  for  recreation  is 
Wcdful ;  for  we  cannot  be  employed  in  fpiritual  exer- 
tifes  a  whole  day  :  This  would  be  a  great  toil  to  the  fpi- 
nts,  efpecially  of  fuch  who  have  been  fore  toiled  with 
fertile  labour  through  the  week  :  Nay,  the  belt  are  ready 
to  faint  and  weary  in  the  continued  exercife  of  piety. " 
Anf.  1.  The  extent  of  God's  precepts  is  not  to  be 
Kcafured  by  our  ability  or  inability ;  neither  can  our 
^potency,  to  give  obedience  to  God's  commands,  in 
fte  leaft  invalidate  or  weaken  the  authority  thereof. 

*•  By   che  fame  argumentf  the  Jews  might  have 

pleaded,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  reft  the  whole 

Sabbath,  nor  fpend  the  whole  day  in  religious  exercifes ; 

Vol.  IV.  O  for 
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for  they  were  liable  to  the  fame  infirmities  that  tie  ; 
cident  to  us 

3.  I  frankly  allow  what  refrcthment  is  neceffary  i 
fupporting  nature,  and  for  the  better  performance 
the  duties  of  the  Sabbath :  But,  for  the  forefaid  a 
ml  diverfions,  they  are  fo  far  from  being  neceflary  i 
furthering  the  work  of  the  Sabbath^  that  they  are  gre 
hindrances  thereto. 

4.  If  labouring  people  need  recreation  for  the 
bodies,  then  let  them  have  fome  time  on  week  & 

for  it.— -—If  for  their  minds,  I  know  no  foch  i 

recreation  as  the  joyful  commemoration  of  the  lore  1 
Chrift,  and  our  redemption  fiom  hell  and  wrath  thrctty 
his  blood,  and  the  cheerful  ringing  the  praifes  of  & 
Maker  and  Redeemer,  which  is  the  rery  work  of  d 
Sabbath.  Is  it  not  a  recreation  for  Chrift's  (beep  1 
feed  in  his  green  paftures,  and  to  be  led  by  him  bc6 
the  ftili  waters  ?  to  beheld  the  waters  of  life,  clear 
cryftal,  flowing  tetwixt  the  banks  of  ordinances?- 
get  a  plrafjnt  profpeel  from  mount  Kebo,  of  die  pi 
milcd  hnd  r  Is  it  rot  a  recreation  for  a  condemn* 
wan,  to  come  and  hear  his  pardon  pronounced?  i 
a  hur^y  nun*  to  get  pleafant  food  and  heavenly  da 
ties?  tor  a  Cci  man,  to  get  all  his  difrafes  healei 
Muft  It  not  be  a  carnal  and  flupLi  heart,  that  will  t 
thefe  a  burden  or  weaiinefs  ?  Flu  re  are  many  wl 
wriiy  nc:  :o  fprcd  whele  days  it  markers,  in  bayr 
a:;i  iVI :::*■* ;  nay*  whese  dav*  and  r;jh:$  in  gaming  ai 
uihttug:  A:h*,  «;.!  you  ca*l  a  «hy  tpert?  in  fnch  pk 
fist  arii  r-:fr^tr.*^5  vvrk  a  :oi.  whkh  .s  thelrgheftp 
viltse  cf  a  :2:sc:t«  ac*:vrr :  Swr:V,  no  workman  c 
fc«s  10  £*-d  cf  4  *  >»*>  <*;*  t:*\^  h  :$  sort  bker,  as  a  t 
licit  r  irva  c  V  to  hnrv  *  o  :t*s  r?£rnt  fn>oti  his  wod 
Jy  bu^:t*»  tcjs  *■*  r*^*  s"vor>  ini  entirely  conrei 
*w::h  ha  tAv.  4*1*  Sv-T^vr.  i'.\;  :j?.JvV  in  his  bouc 
a»-i  re--x*itv*£  V'.w 

5.  Fnf-y  N;  :^ ■;  ;\  w  -  o::  w-:>.  ?«t  cnaiotdat 
Lr:rr^revtf«*  xt\  ,->  *  v-  vv  v°'  ?v^r.  sbe  duties 
li-.v'i  wc«*ij\  ^w^N^vc  £\.\  ;-Ch  w  CKKzire  un? 
e^iiT.r*  ^wii-vr''*  ■;  N-.  ?\v.j^^»  ;oc  ;„v:$  sri.     Th* 
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Stag  and  feeding  our  bodies,  going  to  the  church,  and 
xeturning  from  it,  attending  children,  cattle,  &c.  O 
V>w  many  are  our  avocations  and  inter  millions  in  fer- 
Vmg  our  .Creator  and  Redeemer  on  the  Lord's  day, 
which  we  cannot  (hun  !  And  (hall  we  think  the  reft  of 
the  day  too  much  for  this  important  work,  that  we  mud 
'  go  feek  carnal  diverfions  to  drive  it  away  ? 

6. 1  grant,  the  heft  are  ready  tp  grow  we*ry  of  duty, 

Wcaufe  of  the  averiion  of  our  corrupt  nature  to  that 

which  i-  good;  but  carnal  recreations  will  never  cure 

■■    this  averfton,  nor  overcome  that  wearinefs  but  will  cer- 

^    tainly  indulge  and  incrc^fe  the  fame.     The  beft  way 

to  cure  wearinefs  (next  to  the  gravX  of  God)  is  ?ra£lice 

and  experience  in  religion,  and  fincere  wreftling  and 

'    fairing  againft  it.     Refilling  overcomes  it;  but  giving 

'   way  to  it  doth  i'icrcafe  it. 

7.  The  Lord  knows  the  carnality  and  wearinef*  that 
out  hearts  are  naturally  prone  to  in  the  work  of  the 
Sabbath  i  wherefore,  for  remedy  thereof,  he  hath  gra- 
1  ciouHy  appointed  variety  of  exercifes  on  the  S.ibb.ith- 
dajr,  that,  when  we  weary  of  one,  another  may  be  our 
recreation.  Arc  you  weary  of  hearing  ?  then  recreate 
joorfelvcs  with  prayer  :  If  of  that,  then  recreate  your* 
1  fclrcs  with  finging  of  God's  praifes :  If  of  that,  then  re- 
create yourfelves  in  reading  God's  word,  and  other 
good  books  :  If  of  that,  then  recreate  yourfelves  with 
Meditations  :  If  you  weary  of  that,  then  recreate  your- 
fcl?c«  with  Chriftian  conference,  repeating  the  fermons, 
fflfau&ing  your  families,  &c.  If  you  weary  of  public 
duties,  then  go  to  private ;  if  of  thefe,  j>o  to  fecrct 
duties.  Is  there  not  here  a  delightful  variety  of 
Pkafant  fpiritual  employments,  fuiiicient  to  recreate 
Purfelvcs  with  for  one  day,  without  needing  the  help 
°f  any  fenfual  diverfion,  to  put  off  the  precious  time 
0*  this  bleffed  day  ?  How  think  you  to  lpeni  a 
whole  eternity  in  fpiritual  exercifes,  when  you  weary 
*°  much  of  one  day  ?  Whatever  carnal  men  think, 
*  am  fure  a  godly  foul  will  be  far  from  counting  this 
Work  a  burden  :  Hearing  and  reading  the  fcriptures  is 
afer  lefs  burden  to  him,  than  recreations  and  paltimes 
would  be  j  for  God's  u  teftimonies  are  his  delight,  and 
O2  he 
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u  he  rejoices  in  them  more  than  in  all  riehet," 
cxix.  Tea,  nothing  in  the  world  is  fuch  a  burden  !M 
him  on  the  Sabbath  as  his  ill  heart,  his  little  delight « 
the  Sabbath,  and  (hortcomings  in  the  duties  thereof  2 
and  nothing  fuch  a  pie  a  fu  re  and  recreation  f©  him,  a-* 
when  he  can  win  above  thefe,  and  get  his  heart  KffeeS 
up  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord. 

I  am  fure,  it  is  no  unpleafant  work  that  God  calls  u  fl 
to  on  the  Sabbath  ;  who,  bur  a  wicked  man,  win  emm.  * 
it  a  wearifome  thing  to  think  on  Chrift,  and  his  dying 
love  ?  to  hear  the  fwcet  meffages  of  free  grace,  and  w  • 
joioe  in  the  forefights  and  foretaftes  of  his  everiaftfa^ 
love.  You  know  the  black  character  of  thofe,  who  im 
old  called  Sabbath- work  a  burden,  and  faid,  "  wheK 
will  the  Sobbath  be  gone  P*  Amos  viii.  5.  This  tc»- 
rjer  (lands  in  oppofition  to  gofpel  holinefs :  Therefore  3 
think,  J.  S.  and  every  gofpel  miniftcr  fhouM  be  fofW 
from  indulging  it,  by  giving  way  to  carnal  recreatum 
and  diverfions,  that  he  ihould  do  what  lies  in  hie  pOWur 
to  reprove,  difcourage  and  remeid  it.  And  if  miuifafcr" 
would  be  at  pains  to  preach  and  pray  with  life  and  M 
wakening  ferioufnefs,  and  afford  their  people  a  pleafars 
variety  of  wholefome  difcourfe  concerning  Chrift,  an.  * 
eternity,  it  would  be  a  far  better  way  to  cure  f&ktS 
wearinefs,  than  to  prefcribe  carnal  recreations  oft  tf» 
Lord's  day  :  For  this  is  a  cure  that  both  (trengthens  Horn 
difeafe,  and  is  as  bad  as  the  difeafe. 

ObjeB.  VIII.  "  But  walking  in  the  fields  on  tta 
Lord's  day  fcems  to  be  a  harmlefs  practice  ;  why  w»- 
you  not  allow  of  that  ?" 

Anf.  Whenever  the  works  of  piety,  neceffity  or  me~"3 
cy  do  require  it,  it  is  allowable  j  but  to  do  it  idly,  fe^ 
putting  off  the  time,  or  for  worldly  employments  or  r^ 
creations,  is  what  the  word  of  God  condemns.  It 
not  only  lawful,  but  dutiful  to  walk  abroad,  if  it  fc= 
for  attending  public  ordinances,  vifiting  the  fick,  ^ 
other  Sabbath  duties;  for  then  it  is  not  for  finding  o«^ 
own  pleafure,  which  is  difallowed  by  lfa.  Iviii.  13  Exo^ 
xvi.  29.  And,  by  (he  fame  rule,  F  cannot  conden» 
tender  perfons  walking  abroad,  or  taking  the  ahr, 
their  health  truly  require  it  \  /or  the  Lord  loves  merc^ 

rath^= 
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father  than  facrifice.  Nor  do  I  condemn  a  perfon* 
goiftg  to  fields  this  day,  to  have  opportunity  (tike  Ifaac) 
~  u  the  craning  for  fecret  meditation  and  prayer,  when 
fa  wants  convenience  for  it  within  doors ;  for  a  walk 
thus  improved,  may  be  a  walk  to  heaven,  and  is  very 
confident-  with  walking  with  Go<J.  Only  take- thefe 
two  cautions ; 

I.  If  you  walk  abroad  this  day,   chufe  to  do  it  alone 
a.«moch  as  poffible  ;   for  people  going  in  troops  to  the 
fields  occaGons   idlencfs,    vain  talking,    fporting,    and 
mif pending  ptectous  Sabbath-time.      The  fociety  of 
^rain  perfons  helpeth  to  embolden  one  another  in  fin 
and  folly,  and  nruketh  them  more  incapaMe  of  Spiritual 
cxercifes,  than  when  fmgle  an  i  apart.     Yea,  I  am  per- 
fbaded,  that  thefe  co  npanics  of  people,  who  fo  com- 
monly go  a  walking  together  on  the  Lord's  day,  do 
not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  be  fpiritually  employed. 
Alas !  they  who  k?K>w  them  bed,  can  tell  that  they  -re 
moft  unfit  for  it  at  fuch  occafions.     Should  any  come 
and  fpcafc  to  them  about  death  and  eternity,  Quid  and 
their  fools,   or  propofe  any  ferious  queftion  concerning 
die  fermon  they  have  been  hearing,  I  fear  he  might 
expc£fc  to,  be  mocked  and  laughed  at  by  them  for  bis 
pains* 

2..  Let  your  walking  abroad,  in  any  of  the  forefaid 
cafes,  be  fo  ordered,  that  it  may  not  give  fcandal^  nor 
infnare  others  :  Study  to  do  it  fo  privately,  that  others 
may  not  be  hardened  or  encouraged  in  their  loofe  rc- 
"  creations,  on  this  day  by  your  example:  For  even 
thefe  things  which  are  lawful,  and  otherwife  neceifiry 
in  -themfelves,  are  not  to  be  done  when  they  may 
prove  a  fcandal  or  temptation  to  others  to  fin ;  for,  in 
fuch  cafes,  we  ought  to  deny  ourfelves  of  our  lawful 
liberty. 

ObjeR.  "  We  find  two  of  Chrift'a  difciples  travelling 
to  Emmaus  and  back  again,  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
Chrift  met  with  them,  aud  did  not  reprove  them  for 
it,"  Luke  xxiv. 

*  Anf.  This  was  the  firft  Lord's  day  of  all,  and  was  not 
then  fully  inftitute,  or,  at  lead,  made  known  to  the 
difciples  5  for  they  wew  not  then  aflured  of  Chritt's  re. 

furre&ion. 
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furrecYion.     Again,  walking  abroad  this  day,  for  proV 
moting  the  works  of  piety,  for  declaring  God's  gk>ry9 
or  preacihinp  the  gofptl,  is  not  unlawful :    And  fuch 
was  this  walking  of  our  Saviour,  and  his  two  difciplea, 
their  return  to  Jerufalem  this  day. 

Now,  having  fully. handled  this  point,  of  the  negative 
fan£hficat»on  of  the  Sabbath,  or  the  holy  reft  requifite 
upon  it ;  I  proceed  to  treat  of  the  pofttive  fan&ificatipa 
of  the  day,  and  of  the  holy  exercifes  required  therein. 


SECTION    II. 

Concerning  the  pofitive  fantlification  of  the  Sabbath  f  and  tic 
holy  exercifes  requifite  upon  it. 

THE  reft  of  the  Sabbath  is  not  a'lazy  idle  rcftf 
No ;  it  is  a  holy  a&ive  fort  of  reft  that  is  re- 
quired upon  it.  Though  we  ceafe  from  worlds  of  one^ 
kind,  yet  we  muft  be  diligent  in  works  of  another  kind. 

What  1  have  to  fay  on  this  head  may  be  fummedup 
in  the  following  dire&ions. 

i.  Concerning  the  difpofition  and  frame  of  the  foul, 
needful  for  fan&ifying  the  Sabbath. 

2.  Concerning  the  holy  duties  requifke  upon  the 
Sabbath. 

3*  Concerning  the  fpecial  order,  method  and  man- 
ner, wherein  thefe  duties  are  to  be  performed. 

4.  Concerning  thofe  particular  fins,  whereby  the 
fanftification  of  the  Sabbath  is  hindered,  or  the  Sab* 
bath  profaned. 


DIRECTION    I. 

Concerning  the  Frame  of  Spirit  ft  for  Sanfiifying  the  Lord's 
Day. 

THE  molt  fuitable  frame  and  difpofition  of  foul, 
which  I  can  recommend  for  fanfiifying  the  Sabbath 

day- 
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clay*  is  that  of  John  the  divine,  Rev.  i.  10.  "  I  was  in 
the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day."  It  is  a  mod  compre- 
hcnfive  expreflion,  and  a  noble  pattern  for  our  imita- 
tion ;  wherefore  I  (hall  enquire  into  the  meaning  and 
import  of  it.  It  is  probable  it  may  imply  fomething 
extraordinary  with  refpeft  to  John •,  he  might  be  in 
feme  lingular  fpiritual  extafy  or  transport,  which  ordi- 
nary Chriftians  cannot  attain  to  :  Neverthelefs,  the  ex* 
preflion  imports  fomething  attainable,  and  which  ought 
to  be  endeavoured  by  all  true  Chriftians  on  the  Lord's 
day. 

To  be  in  the  Spirit,  may  be  taken  either  as  refpe£l« 
ing  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  our  own  fpirits,  or  both :  For 
certainly  both  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  our  own  fpirits, 
are  neccflary,  and  to  be  much  employed,  in  the  fan£U- 
fication  of  the  Lord's  day :  Wherefore,  taking  the  ex- 
preffion  as  including  both,  I  conceive,  to  be  "  in  the 
Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,"  imports  thefe  things : 

1.  A  fpecial  dependence  upon  God's  Spirit,  for  con- 
duct and  afliftance,  in  order  to  the  right  performance 
of  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath,  and  exercife  of  the  graces 
therein :  For,  without  the  Spirit's  aid,  we  can  neither 
pray,  praife,  hear,  read,  or  do  any  thing  aright. 

2.  The  "  ferving  of  God  with  our  fpirits,"  as  Rom. 
i»  9.  or  "  worshipping  him  in  fpim,"  John  iv  24.  and 
performing  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath  with  inward  fin- 
cerity  of  heart.  "  The  Lord  defires  truth  in  the  in- 
ward parts.  He  faith,  "  My  ion,  give  me  thy  heart ;" 
not,  Give  me  thy  ear,  thy  tongue,  thy  lips,  thy  hands, 
0T  thy  knees ;  for  thefe  may  be  given  without  the 
heart:  But  the  heart  can  never  be  bellowed  without 
thefe  as  its  attendants.  This  is  fo  neceiTury  in  all  our 
duties,  and  approaches  to  God,  that  God  faith  of  it,  as 
Jofeph  did  of  Benjamin,  "  Unlefs  ye  bring  your  hearts 
along  with  you,  ye  (hall  not  fee  my  face."  Yo&  may 
°Werve  Sabbaths,  hear  fermons,  ling  plalms,  put  up 
Payers,  &c.  but  all  will  be  to  no  purpofe,  lfa.  i.  11. 
yod  would  rather  have  the  heart  without  the  body, 
faan  the  body  without  the  heart.  Soui-prayer,  when 
J*1*  alone,  is  accepted  5  but  wo  to  bodily  "prayer,  if  it 

7.  A 
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3.  A  Wemn  ret'tring  ourfelves  from  the  wdlr14»  'tufa 
abftra&ing  cur  thought  from  earthly  thing V  rfcit  5*rs 
may  be  fitted  for  more  immediate  approaches  to  Goih* 
and  intimate  converfe  with  him  on  hit  owrl  day,-wher£ 
in  he  ufes  to' deal  tnote  familiarly  with  his  people  thait*' 
at  other  times.  '    •  /v? 

4.  A  laying  ourfelves  open  to  the  inffuenGeVthAi' 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  G#d,  waiting  for  aBdrhaftfaVh 
fully  entertaining  hi?  morions,  convidiofti*  reproofs)^ 
ard  confolations,  when  they  are  allowed  to  it  in  tlaV* 
ordinances ;  and  carefully  guarding  agairft  every  tbirig^ 
that  may  in  the  leaft  grieve  or  offend  the  Holy  Spirits 

5.  A  more  than  ordinary  intenfenefs  of  heart  waku 
affedions  in  the  duties  of  God's  worfhip  :  On  Sabbath* 
days,  efpecially,  we  (hould  he  "  fervent  in  fpirit,  fetv*? 
ing  the  Lord  ;'*  we  fhould-  call  in  all  our.  ftrsryrftg-1' 
thoughts  and  afle  £tions,  praying  with  the  pfalmrft,  "Pftl.*' 
ixxxvi.  11."  Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name  \*  *nri" 
Pfal-  hsxx.  18.  *•  Quicken  u*,  and  we  (hall  call  vpoaV4 
t:;y  name."  This  day  we  Aiould  put  forth  bur  l^ivW 
tBal  ftrength  to  the  urmoft,  perform  every  dutyj'wM 
exert  every  grace,  with  the  greateft  intenfeneft(  ■*•* 
ought  to  love  God  with  the  mod  fuhlime  anNeclione, 
obey  him  with  the  pureft  intentions,  pray  to  him  with* 
the  moft  fervent  importunity,  and  praile  him  with  thflP 
mod  fpiritual  elevation  of  heart :  Nay,  do  it  fR<fdtHjP 
fuitable  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  that  God,  «■  wwF 
whom  we  have  to  do"  in  fo  folemn  a  manner  otf'tbfr 
Lord's  day  ;  for,  Pfal.  ci.  2.  we  muft  not  only  fi  pfaife 
him-ior  his»  mighty  a£fcs,"  but  "  praife  him  'according 
to  his  excellent  greatnefs  ;M  we  muft  worftiip  him  iiktf 
hhnfclf.  ->'  ':  V' 

6.  A  willing  and  cheaTful  performance  of  Sabbath 
duties  :  We  ought  to  call  the  Sabbath  €|  a  delight,  half 
and  honourable, ''  and  go  this  day  with  "  joy%tbdrata» 
water  out  of  the  wells  of  fnivation,"  and  be  ""joyful  fei 
the  houfe  of  prayer."  Holy  David  was  not  HttfsGetl 
this  day  with  a  bare  apptcach  to  the  a  It  at, -but  he  muH 
**  go  to  Goii  a6  Ins  exceeding  joy,"  Pfal  xirir  4.  ■*  Aifcl 
ought  not  believers  under  the  ;jo*pef  rriore  efpecialryto 
do  this  on  the  Lord's  d.iy,  who  have  God  in  hdrnar: 

-     natur< 
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ortpetogo  to,  and  have  the  Morions  atchieventents 
of  conddccoding  and  redeeming  love  to  oommetnorate 
today? 

Hie  Lord  requires  ms  to  perform  the  duties  of  thU 
dsy  with  a  fr^me  of  mind  fukaWe  to  the  fpirir,  free* 
dam,  sod  liberty  of  the  gofp<»lt  guarding  againft  the  fer- 
nb  frapeof  (pirit  which  the  Je  ws  had  in  the  obf  -rvmce 
ofthe.duiies  of  the  law :  For  "  we  are- not  come  unto 
tk  wcmt  that  burned  with  fire,  and  was  terrible  to  be- 
koU  •,  but  unto  mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  living  God." 
foihc  fervke  of  this  day*  we  ought  to  k:ep  up  impref- 
fioas  of  God  as  moft  acceffible,  familiar  to  us,  and  dwel- 
ls in  ov  own  nature,  and  as  one  that  doth  not  fo 
feach  aegard  our  outward  performances,  as  the  inward 
frame  and  fincerity  of  our  hearts.  The  Pliar  ifees  pre* 
fended  to  great  ftri&ne  fs  ab^ut  the  outward  obfervance 
of  the  Sabbath:  (and  hence  they  prefu  ned  frccju  ntly 
to  carfare  Cbrift  and  his  difciple?  pra&ices  on  this  day) 
ha they  were4  ftrangers  to  inward  fincerity,  and  lore 
to  God.  It  is  the  willing  mind  and  honed  heart,  in 
Sabbath  performances,  that  God  chiefly  regard^  not  a 
pbhf*U»l  flri&nefs. 

7.  Being  "  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day"  implies, 
the  hating  of  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  in  a  more  lively 
CftRCife  this  day  than  ordinary  :    And   therefore  we 
4*ght  Jthis  day  folemnly  to  invite  the  "  north  and  fouth- 
^Mi  af  the  -Spirit  to  come  and  bio  v  upon  our  gardens* 
that  the  fpicct  thereof  may  flow  out  ;"  and  rhat,  parti- 
Culariy  ill  all  our  approaches  to  God,  we  may  be  potted 
^*ith  a  holy  awe  and  reverence  of  God's  majefty  and 
Rveitnefs,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  own  bafenels  and 
fcaughtioeJs,  and  have  our  faith  a£ting  vigoroufly  upon 
God1*  goodnefc  and  mercy  in  and  through  Cliriir,  our 
hems  inciting  with  evangelical  contrition  and  repen- 
tance, our  love  and  fpirituai  de  fires  flailing  forth  in  all 
•Wa&s  of  devotion  *,  nay  all  our  graces  and  affeftions^ 
ftsrfd  be  this  day  elevated  more  than  ordinary  to  God's 
%wial  honour  and  glory. 

J.  A  mote   than   ordinary   fpirituai  and   heavenly 

*une  of  foul,  fuited  to  the  work  of  this  day.     Since 

thi*  day  it  wholly  dedicated  to  God*  and  fpirituai  duties 

VoZlV.  P  are 
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arc  the  only  work  of  it,  our  frame  upon  it  fliovld  he 
more  heavenly  and  divine,  than  upon  any  other  day,  at 
when  going  about  the  duties  of  God's  worfhip  at  guy 
other  time  ;>  we  fhould  this  day  be  much  viewing  and 
admiring,  with  thankfulnefs,  the  dying  u  love  of  Chriftj* 
and  the  glorious   "  work  of  redemption"   completed 
this  day  by  his  refurre&ion.     We  fhould  be  living  jtKs 
day  above  the  world,  and  within  view  of  heaven,  mat- 
ing this  day  a  little  emblem  and  prelude  of  the  evtf- 
lafting  reft  of  the  faints  above. 

9.  It  imports,  that  there  is  fomething  of  an  unircf- 
fal  fan£tity  and  holinefs  peculiarly  requifite  upon  tKs 
day.     Now,  this  fan&ity  mull  be  univerfal,  with  refpeft    ^ 
to  ourfelves,  with  refpeft  to  the  day,  and  wfyh  refpeft    ■ 
to  the  duties  of  it. 

1.  With  refpeft  to  ourfelves  ;  all  our  thought^,  word* 
and  aflions  this  day,  Ihould  be  God's  in  a  fpecial  man- 
ner ;  all  that  we  are,  all  that  we  have,  all  we  can  <k>» 
fhould  be  wholly  devoted  to  God's  worfhip  and  fenricc 
on  this  day,  Ifa.  lviii.  13.  God  would  not  only fiiV« 
our  hands  tied  from  working,  but  alfo  oux  tongues  fro flp 
talking,  and  our  minds  from  thinking  on  worldly  thing* 
this  day. 

2.  With  refpeft  to  the  day;  we  fhould, fpend  tf*c 
whole  of  it  in  holy  duties,  either  public,  private,  or  fe~ 
cret.  It  is  not  for  an  hour  or  two  only,  that  we  nm.ft 
ftudy  to  be  fpecially  holy,  but  through  the  whole  day  * 
we  fhould  count  every  moment  of  Sabbath  time  pre- 
cious, and  fuffer  none  of  it  to  be  loft  that  we  can  far^* 
(till  aiming  to  be  doing  fomething  for  God  and  oi*r 
own  fouls. 

3.  With  refpeft  to  the  duties  of  the  day ;  we  (hoal<* 
efteem  them  all,  and  make  confeience  of  them  all,  Gn^c 
they  all  have  a  divine  ftamp  upon  them ;  reading*  hea.**" 
ing,  prayer,  praifes,  communicating,  meditating,  co**~ 
ferring,  catechifing,  giving  alms,  &c.  God  is  to  t>c 
found  in  every  one  of  thefe  duties,  and  therefore  no:r*c 
of  them  is  to  be  neglefted  :  .  And,  when  we  find  hi**1 
not  in  one  of  them,  we  muft  feek  him  in  another ;  ar*^* 
if  we  confeientioufly  go  the  round  of  duties,  we  fh»^ 
furely  "  find  him  whom  our  fouls  love,"  Cant,  in.  4-     # 
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,  :Lafi/yt  This  expreffion,  of  being  "  in  the  Spirit  on 
Ac  Lord's  day,"  imports  the  performing  the  duties  of 
it  with  pure  and  fpiritual  ends,  viz.  "  to  glorify  *God, 
and  enjoy  him/'      God  is  the  foie  objeft  of  our  wor- 
l^p,  and  he  muff  be  the  principal  end  of  it  too.      In 
tittr  worftiip  we  muft  feek  him,  Keb.  xi.  6.  not  our- 
feives.    It  is  natural  for  man  to  worflxip  God  for  felf 
epds;  We  often  perform  duties,  not  only  to-  be  feen 
iriieiteemed  of  men,  but  alfo  to  be  feen  and  valued 
Dy  God  for  them,  Ifa.  Iviii  3.  i4  Wherefore  have  we 
faded,  (fay  they)  and  thou  feeft  not  ?"  &c.     They  did 
not  perform  duties  to  glorify  God,  but  to  obtain  a  re- 
ward for  therhfelves,  and  have  a  righteoufnefs  of  their 
own  to  found  and  plead  upon.      Let  us  ftudy  to  be 
denied  to  our  own  duties,  arid  guard  againft  a  felfifti 
and  legal  fpirit  in  our  Sibbath-days  performances.   This 
Will  be  a  dead  fly  to  fpoil  the  ointment,  and  will  keep 
our  beft  duties  from  being  favoury  to  God.      Let  us 
ftudy  then  to  perform  them  all  "  in  newnefs  of  fpirit, 
inaTriot  m  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter,"  Rom.  vii.  6.    Let 
ttf  afithem  all  as  means  for  bringing  God  and  our 
foul?  together,  as  means  for  obtaining  communion  and 
reflowffirp  with  God,  and  holding  fpecial  xntercourfc 
Mth  him,  which  is  the  only  way  to  fit  us  for  glorifying 
God 'bo  A  here  and  hereafter. 
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Concerning  the  holy  duties  requifite  upm  the  Lord's  Day. 
\. .. 

.  w*THE  duties  necetTary  upon  this  day,  are  either  pub- 
.^iCjj private,  or  fecret. 

."  1  (hall  hot  meddle  with  the  duties  of  public  peTfons 
„**  fueh  oti.tTie TSabbath,  or  what  is  fpecially  incumbent 
,^pon  magiftrates  or  minifters  upon  this  day,  in  their 

public  ftatidns,  but  ihall  infift  only  upon  thofe  duties 

required  of  all  Chriftians  in  common. 

$uffl.  I.  What  are  thofe  public  duties  required  of  us 

up6nthe  Lord's  day  ? 

P  2  Jn6 
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4nf.  They  *re  thofe  whi  h  we  are  bound  to  perform 
in  the  public  rflerr.blie s  of  God's  people  s  and  indeej 
the  Salibith  15  inftttute  chit-fly  for  thefolema  perfor- 
mance o£  the  duties  of  God's  worfhip,  in  the.pobft 
roeetin^of  bis  people  :  for  the  Lord  hath  a.  fpecisidfr 
lipht .therein  \  "  he  loves  the  gates  of  Zion  more  tjunal    { 
the  dwellings  of  Jacob  \  and  wherever  two  qr  three  att     | 
gathered  in  his  name,  he  will  be  in  the  rnidftof  them.? 
Why  ?    It  is  in  the  aflemblies  of  God's  people  for  mIk 
lie  worlhip,  that  God  recetveth  the  higheft  praifctf  from 
us  y  and  hence  the  Pfalraift  faith,  H  I  will  give  ttoa 
thanks  in  the  great  congregation :  1  will  praife  thee  -op 
mong  much  people. — And  in  .his  temple  doth  CYeryoo^* 
fpeak  of  his  glory/1  Pfal.  xxxv.  |8.  Pfal.  xxit.  9.    Antfft 
as  in  jpu^Hc  worlhip  God  recqjveth  the  higheft  praife*^ 
fo  there  it  is  he  beftoweth  the  richeft  mercies,  PlaL  \vr<— 
4   "  Blefled  is  the  man  whom  thou  chufeft,  apd  carfcf^ 
to  approach  unto  thee,  that  he  may  dwell  in  thy  court* ^ 
we  (hall  pc  fatisfied  with  the  goodaefc  of  thy  hoqfc,'?  &C**» 
O  what  good  things  are,  contained  in  that  word*  A^ 
Cl  goodnef*  of  thy  houfe  !'»  there  is  pardon,  peace,  k*^ 
grace,  life,  light,  ftrength,  comfort,  &c.    Now,  th^ 
public  duties  of  the  Sabbath,  recorded  in  fcriptioe^ 
which  God's  people  ought  to  meet  and  aflembk  th$tS 
day  for,  are  various  *,  and  particularly,  they  are  tomqe0 
together  for  reading   and   expounding    the  word,idS 
God  j   for  preaching,  hearing,   praying,   praifing,  pn** 
taking  of  tie  facraments*  ccllc&ing  for  the  poor,  &Ct— 
for  ..11  which  we  may  fee  Llv.  xxiii.  3.  Pfalm  xcii. 
Ifa.  lxvi.  23.  Luke  iv.   16.  A&s  xiii.  14.   15.  27.  44— 
xv.  21.  xvi.  13.  xx.  7.  1.  Cor.  xvi.  12.    But  particu- 
larly, 

1.  Hearing  the  word  publicly  read  and  preached 
with  rtverence  and  attention,  is  a  principal  duty  on  the— - 
Sabbath ;  nay,  our  life  depends  upon  it,  Dtut.  xxxii* 
46.  47.  It  is  the  great  mean  God  ruth  appointed  for 
the  convrifion  of  fouls,  Rom.  x.  14  17.  Whatever - 
men  think  of  it,  it  is  the  powerful  inftrumeat  of  ottf 
ialw.uon,  Rom.  t.  tf».  The  waters  of  the  fan£huTyrmn 
only  through  the  channel*  of  the  word ;  the  mines  of 
grace  are  found  onU  in  ihttc  climates  where  the  got 

pel- 
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pert- ton  ftrnSftf.  The  Lord,  if  he  pleafed,  could  imme- 
diately, by  his  Spirit,  break  open  tinners  hearts;  but  he 
h^h  determined  to  honour  his  word  in  this  work,  as  is 
ptafrfin  ■LycHaV  Cafe,  A£h  xti  9.  10.  14.  Reading  the 
wbfrf  and"  fefmons  at  home  is  good ;  but  hearing  the 
wWd  prettched  is  the  ordinary  mean  God  hath  appoint- 
^amTjfrbfrirftd  to  bleft  for  converfion:  Arid'tf  this 
Be  (KfjhWcf;  br  prove  ineffeflual,  no  other  way  can  hi 
c^fctrlWd  for  H,  as  we  are  told,  Luke  xvi.  29.  31.  So 
rirttf  thbttgh  A  gJtirified  faint  or  angel  (hould  come  down 
item  Hf«y*n/  and  preach  upon  the  beauty  of* Chrift, 
■fcd  gkry  of  keaten,  in  the  moft  lively  and  demonftra- 
Kiv*  IbWnhetfY'yfct,  if  it  preached  gofpel  do  not  perfuade 
ftn&rsjIieM^r  would  that.  Or,  though  a  damned  foirf 
Ouitifd  fcdrne  up  from  hell,  and  preach  the  evil  of  fin, 
aBtf  t&hSents  ~of  hdly  in  the  moft  pathetic  manner  j 
Wlfl«tthVf^wbuldr\hat  perfuadc,  if  the  word  do  it  not, 
w^>the>ione  to  GodYinltituted  mean,  the  other  not. 
E^uja'&tin'kaYean  high  efteem  of  God's  ordinance, 
tftttf  afabrtice  all  occaGons  for  attending  it.  "  Be  fwift 
■tf  taiir/^rn.  I.  f  $4  Let  none  dare  to  count  that  mean, 
>rtfAk,4fr  nefpictfcle,  which  the  wife  God  hath  inttitut- 
cdM^faV^fonl^,  1  Gor.  i.  21.  "  It  pica  fed  God,  by  the 
fitrfXhtidfi  df  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  believe/* 
-AKdrhow  Comes  believing  but  by  hearing?  Reading 
gpodWbrtftons  (as  one  fays)  is  tike  milk  cold  out  of  the 
Wnftc  hit  preaching  is  like  milk  warm  from  the  bread, 
*vMfh  fcfar  frrore  nourifhing  to  the  child.  Let  119  al- 
^Sjpjf,  fh&i,  as  "  new  born  babes,  defire  this  milk,  that 
^wt {may  both  live  and  grow  thereby,"  1  Pet.  ii.  2. 

41.  ttfecrtftgr  of  the  public  duties  of  the  Sabbath  is 
public  prayers  with  the  congregation. 

tyfifayer  is' a*  principal  part  of  God's  worfhip,  and 
therefore  is  frequently  put  for  the  whole,  Zecrw  vitt. 
zr.-ii.  A&s  xyi.  23.  Hence  God's  temple  of  old 
^Hctklfedtbl'holife  of  prayer.  Public  prayer  is  moil 
MteffiuryAr  averritig  judgments,  obtaining  bleflmgs, 
ai*4  preferring  rove  and  unity  among  Chriitians  •,  ai- 
MtfeafoJemn  Owning  the  God  whom  we  ferve  in 
thfc'  focfe  of  the  world,  and  fo  highly  glorifies  God. 
Ttebottntifril  Lord  is  well  pleafed  to  fee  many  beg- 
gars 


1 2&  Ofib*  Dutus  rtquifiu 

gars  thronging  at  the  beautiful  gate  of  his  temple*  w*J 
ing  for  an  alms  from  his  hand.  And  their  joint  prt* 
ers  are  mod  pre  relent  with  him,  fir  more  than  pnvaJ 
prayers :  for  a  petition  pfefented  by  a  Gngle  fubje£t, 
not  fo  prevalent  as  that  which  is  made  by  a  whole  cit| 
Peter  is  caft  in  prifon  to  be  executed*  Ads  xii.  but  tfi 
church  meets  and  pears  him  out  of  his  enemies  handi 
The  united  prayers  of  the  church  are  mod  pawcrfult 
procure  God's  blefiing  and  prefence $  therefore9yreade| 
ice  that  you  make  confeience  in  joining  there  withraa 
be  not  abfeut  from  them.  It  is  a  moft  gracelefs  psac 
tice  in  fame,  they  either  come  not  into  the  church,  ti 
the  public  prayers  be  over,  or  they  go  out  after  ferma 
before  public  prayers  be  made.  I  am  fure»  fuch  cfe 
exped  nothing  by  the  fermon  but  a  curie,  fince  .the 
join  not  with  the  prayers  for  a  blefiing  upon  if  to  ti^cni 
(elves  or  others.  .     .,.,, 

HI.  Duty  is  the  fmging  of  pfalms,  and  praifing,  Qji 
with  the  congregation.  Praifing  God  by  Gngtqg,  J 
often  enjoined  in  fcripture  ;  yea,  no  lefs  than&ur-  tiftf 
in  one  verfe,  J^al.  xlvii.  6.  It  is  comely  for  the  pec 
pie  of  God ;  they  are  called  fmging  birdf,  Cant-ii.JW 
they  are  fuch  as  (hould  (ing  all  the  months  of  the^year 
yea,  even  in  the  dead  month  of  affliction  :  So  did  Pai 
and  Silas  in  a  prifon  at  midnight,  when  their  back 
were  fore  with  fcourges,  and  their  feet  faft  in  £fy 
flocks,  A&s  xvi.  25.  But  in  a  fpecial  manner,  fingin 
praifes  to  Gcd  is  our  duty  in  public  aflembliesj  rfy 
cxlix.  i.  Luke  xxiv.  53.  And  in  thefe,  "  both  prinq 
and  people,  young  men  and  maidens,  old  men  an 
children,1'  are  bound  to  act  a  part  in  this  heavenly  cox 
cert,  Pfal.  cxlviii.  11.  12.  13.  And,  above  all  day 
the  Sabbath  is  moil  proper  for  this  duty,  PfaL  ici 
title,  Pfal.  cxviii.  24.  It  is  a  day  of  thankfgiving  ah 
holy  joy  :  We  have  God's  praifes  to  celebrate  for  th 
wonders  of  creation  and  redemption,  we  have  the  gk 
rious  victories  of  the  Captain  of  our  falvation  to  cxti 
and  magnify  ;  and  therefore  the  duty  of  fmging  prat 
this  day  is  highfy  neccflary.  By  this  duty  we  not  on" 
glorify  God,  but  we  edify  one  another,  Col.,  iii.  ij 
The  melody  and  conjunction  of  marjy.  ferious  foul 
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tend  to  raifc  and  elevate  the  heurt.  Yea,  it  was  one 
tfiean  of  Auguftine's  converfion  ;  he  fays,  "  He  wept 
When  he  heard  the  pfalms  fung  by  the  church." 

Singing  is  a  reading  with  meditation,  arid  gives  free 
vfent  to  the  thoughts  and  affeAions,  and  helps  to  excite 
arid  aduate  the  graces  ;  it  is  the  breath  Or  flame  of  love 
Gt  joy;  it  is  the  eternal  work  of  heaven,  the  mufic  of 
faints  and  angels  there,  Rev.  v.  9.  10.  1  u  xv.  3.  Arid 
^iat  are  church-aiTernblies  here,  but th«  place  of  our 
apprehticefhip  and  preparation  for  heaven  ?  I  know 
nothing  in  the  world  that  more  refembles  heaven,  than 
a  company  of  God's  people  harmonioufly  finding  his 
frraifes  lt  with  grace  in  their  hearts,  making  melody 
to  the  Lord  ;"  for  then  the  foul  rejoiccth  in  divine 
feoodnefs,  meditates  on  divine  promifes,  extols  divine 
**cdlencies,  and  mounts  up  to  God  in  ads  of  faith 
and  love.  Let  us  then  make  confoience  of  this  hea- 
^CWj  duty  in  the  public  afTemblies,  and  perform  it  with 
heart  and;  tongue;  for  were  it  not  a  rare  exercife,  God 
**6uldnot  honour  it  to  be  the  only  work  of  heaven,  to 
"te'exclufibn  of  prayer,  repentance,  reading,  hearing, 
tt*mmonieating,  &c. 

IV.  Partaking  of  the  facraments  is  another  public 
Sfrty  of  the  Sabbath. 

1.  The  firft  day  of  the  week,  our  Chriftian  Sabbath, 
» the  proper  day  for  celebrating  the  memorial  of  re- 
deeming love  in  the  Lord's  fupper,  A£ta  xx.  7.     This 
***  the  ordinary  praftice  of  the  primitive  Ghriltians  in 
ancient  times  :  and,  becaufe  of  their  conftant  breaking 
°'  bread  on  this  firft  day  of  the  week,  it  wont  to  be 
tffled  diet  pants,  Auguft.  Epift.  118.      So  fired  were 
"*c  hearts  of  Chriftians  in  thofe  early  times  with  love 
*°  and- zeal  for  their  glorious  Redeemer,  who  had  lb 
{*hf  poured  out  his  blood  for  their  redemption,  that 
.  ^Cn  they  affembled  together  upon  the  liril  day,  of  the 
^^k,  the  day  he  had  inftituted  for  his  honour,  they 
j*|*ld  not  think  of  parting,  until,  by  the  breaking  of 
^^d  according  to  his  example,  they  had  celebrated 
T?  memorial  of  his  dying  love,  his  atoning  blood,  his 
j^orious  refurreclion  and  triumphant  return;  which 
.  °  they  defigned  a3  a  pledge  of  their  mutual  love  ro 
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and  communion  with  one  another.  And  though  thed 
firft  Chrifttans  were  animated  with  more  life  and  love 
and  were  habitually  in  a  better  frame  for  partaking  o* 
this  lovefeaft,  than,  alas,  we  now  are;  yet  we  mufi 
own,  that  we  ore  under  the  fame  obligations  of  lam 
and  gratitude  to  our  dying  Redeemer,  and  have  th* 
fame  need  of  the  frequent  application  of  his  blood,  aac 
of  a  confirmed  intereft  ia  his  Heath,  that  they  had  4 
and  consequently  ought  to  dedicate  many  more  Lord's 
days  to  the  celebration  of  this  memorial  feaft  of  hag 
tapper,  than  now  we  do :  Efpecially  feeing  the  partak- 
ing of  this  ordinance  is  the  proper  work  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  one  Ipecial  defign  of  the  inftitution  of  this 
holy  day. 

a.  Baptifm  is  molt  proper  on  this  day :  Hie  day  if 
holy,  and  the  facrament  is  holy*  Children  {hould  fee 
brought  to  the  congregation,  and  baptized  in  faff 
thereof ;  for,  (ince  baptifm  is  the  door  to  Chrift'shoiaft) 
it  is  fit  to  be  entered  when  the  family  is  conyr%ed,  m 
the  church  aflembled,  that  fo  the  receiving  of  new 
members  thereinto  may  be  homologate  by  them-;  thai 
the  parents  engagements  may  have  the  more  wkoefiei 
to  them,  and  the  children  have  more  prayers  put  up 
for  them  ;  and  alfo,  that  the  whole  congregation  ma] 
be  edified  by  this  folemn  ordinance,  and  excited  to  re- 
member and  improve  their  own  baptifms.  Of  whkl 
afterward. 

As  to  the  feafting  part  of  this  folemnfty,  I  do  sol 
think  it  proper  on  the  Lord's  day  :  This  may  well  be 
delayed  till  the  day  after. 

V.  Making  public  colk£tion3  for  the  poor,  is  a  pro- 
per duty  on  this  day,  1  Cor.  zvi.  1.  2.  This  day  being 
inftituted  to  keep  up  the  memorial  of  Chrhl's  infinite 
charity  to  mankind,  and  for  our  meeting  to  receive  new 
bleflings  and  mercies  from  him,  we  are,  in  gratitude- 
bound  on  this  occafion  to  be  liberal  to  his  poor  :  Thi 
doth  not  wrong,  but  promote  our  Sabbath-  day's  frame 
Let  no  Chriftian  then  ncgle&  his  duty,  which  is  f" 
plainly  commanded  by  Cbriit,  and  has  been  pra£tifc= 
by  the  Chiiftian  church  lor  near  tbefe  two  thoufasa 
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iWnfc  it  not  enough  that  you  give  fomething  pri- 
vately to  the  poor  this  day,  and  that  this  may  excufe 
7<m  from  any. public  contribution:  For  this  would  be 
1  flighting  of  an  exprefs  command,  and  making  one 
dufttojuftle  out  another  5  and  beCde.s  would  lend  to 
frflttrate  Chrift's  inftitution  of  drtcons  and  church-rul- 
cn,  who  are  appointed  to  receive  and  diftribute  the  col- 
lections for  the  poor/1  according  to  their  various  necef- 
ities.'  When  the4  apoitle  in  joins  the  Corinthians  to  "  lay 
by  them  in  ftore  on  the  firlt  day  of  the  week  that  there 
night  be  no  gatherings  wh«n  he  came  ;"  it  is  plain,  he 
dkfly  means  their  drpofiting  their  charitable  contribu- 
tions with  the  church-rulers:  For,  if  it  were  not  fo, 
there  would  (till  be  need  of  gatherings  when  he  came. 

I  grant  indeed,  it>were  very  proper  for  every  manf 
betides  the  public  charity  he  gives  on  the  Lord's  day, 
fikewtfe  to  fet  apart  fomeching  this  day,  and  lay  it  by 
himinftore,  according  to  his  gains  and  incomes  through 
the  week,  as  a  flock  or  fund,  out  of  which  he  might 
give  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes,  as  occafion  ihould  re- 
quire; and  fo,  the*ftock  being  prepared  before-hand, 
yon  will  give  the  more  bountifully  and  more  willingly 
to  fuch  ufes,  than  otherwife  you  will  find  in  your  hearts 
to  do.  If  not  only  rich  men,  but  even  tiadefmen,  la- 
bourers and  fervants,  would  thus  lay  up.  every  Lord's 
day  foroe  rery  fmali  thing  by  them,  they  might,  with- 
out any  fenfible  damage  to  themfelvcs,  have  iomewhat 
to  give  to  proper  and  needy  objects  :  And  1  am  per- 
fuaded  this  would  not  be  the  way  to  inn  pair,  but  to  in- 
crease your  means. 

J$*ejf..  II.  What  are  the  private  duties  required  of 
us  upon  the  Lord's  day  ? 

Anf  lx  is  nor  enough  that  we  fpend  fome  part  of  the 
Lord  fr day  in  public  ws>rflnp  ;  but.  fmce  (us  1  proved 
bcfbre):the  *vhole  day  is  coni'ccrattd  to  God,  the  rcit  of 
it  20 alio  to  be  kept  holy,  and  taken  up  in  holy  Juius, 
in  private  and  ferret.  \ 

,     Doroeftic  and  private  duties  are  neceflary  on  ihis  chy, 
both  tor  preparing  us  tor  x\vc  puD.ic  ordinances,  and  i'jr 
improving  .an  Jt  t  japing  advantage  bv  thrni. 
Vol.  IV.  Q^  T.«k 
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Thefe  duties  arc,  fimily-worftiip,  by  reading  tl 
wordy  finding  the  pr.iife?,  and  calling  upon  the  name  • 
God,  family-catechiGng,  repetition  of  fermons,  chriftk 
conference,  &c. 

I.  Family-  wcrfhip  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  matter*  < 
families  every  day,  but  more  efpecially  upon  the  Lore 
day.  It  is  to  be  regreted,  that  there  (hould  be  any  net 
to  adrluce  arguments  to  prove  this :  But  fince  there  s 
fome  who  call  themfelves  minifters,  who  .either  deny 
or  elfe  have  not  fo  much  confcietice  or  courage  dim 
ly  to  aflert  it  in  their  preacK|pgf  or  writings  ,  (they  nt 
ther  prefs  the  performance  of  this  duty,  nor  reprove  tl 
neglect  of  it  in  others ;  and,  as  it  is  generally  laid,  tfa 
do  not  praflife  it  themfelves ;  whereby  many  ate  e 
couragedto  flight  family-  w  or  (hip,  and  think  it  nonce* 
fary  duty,  to  the  great  hinderance  of  the  advanceme 
of  piety),  I  (hall  therefore  prove  it  to  be  the  duty  of  1 
matters  of  families,  efpecially  on  the  Lord's  day  }  fti 
that,  in  the  firft  place,  from  the  fourth  commandmef 

The  fourth  commandment  is  principally  directed 
mailers  of  families ,  becaufe  families,  as  fuch,  are  cbW 
ly  to  be  concerned  in  the  keeping  of  it,  both  negative! 
and  pofltively.  For  as  the  command  injoins  every  ms 
ter  of  a  family,  with  "  all  that  are  within  his  gates,  1 
fon,  his  daughter,  his  man  fervant,"  &c.  to  forbear 
manner  of  work  on  the  Sabbath ;  fo  it  likewife  injoi 
them  to  "  remember  the  Sabbath-day,  to  keep  it  hoi} 
Now,  to  keep  the  "  Sabbath  holy  to  the  Lord,"  wil 
out  all  doubt,  implies  the  worfhipping  of  God :  This  ca 
,»dt  be  underftood  only  of  worfhipping  of  God  in  the  pv 
lie  aflemblies,  for  thefe  cannot  be  always  had  ;  yet  fi 
the  command  for  fan£Hfying  the  Sabbath  is  binding 
families r  Again,  the  public  wordiip  takes  up  only 
part  of  the  Sabbath  ;  but  families  are  bound  to  fancV 
the  day  throughout.  This  cannot  be  duly  done  by  f 
members  of  the  family  worfhipping  God  apart  in  fecre 
fgr  families,  a6  fuch,  ate:  bound  to  do  it.  The*  coi 
/Stand  binds  a  matter  to  do  it  jointly  with  his  family, 
well  as  it  binds'  a  minitter  to  do  it  joirrtry  with  hi*  ce 
gfpgation.  Moreover,  if  the  command  old  only  bine 
'matter  of  a  family  to  worihip  God  in  public,  and 
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I     fecret,  upon  the  Sabbath,  then  he  would  be  no  further 
i      concerned  in  fan&ifying  the  Sabbath  than  any  other 
I      member  of  his  family ;  alfo,  he  would  fan&ify  the  Sab- 
f      bath  as  much  in  communion  with  the  members  of  other 
I      families  as  thofe  of  his  own,  which  were  mod  abfurd. 
;      Bat  it  is  plain,  that  the  command  lays  it  efpcchlly  on 
the  matter  of  the  family  to  take  care  of  the  fanSifying 
of  the  Sabbath  in  his  family  ;  which  mud  be  by  wor- 
fhipping  God,  as  well  as  by  refting  from  labour ;  other- 
wife  he  would  do  no  more  than  is  required  of  the  beads : 
And  this  he  can  never  account  for,  unlefs  he  do  it  in 
communion  with  his  famuy,  go  before  them  in  it,  and 
by  hk  example,  direct  and  encou/age  them  1:1  the  holy 
wotflup  and  fcrvice  of  God  upon  his  holy  day.     We 
hare  Jofhua's  practice  fufficiendy  explaining  this  pre- 
cept, JoChua  xxiv.  15.     He  faith  not  *'  My  houfe  fliall 
fare  the  Lord  $"  but  "  I  and  my  houfe  will  do  it ;  i.  e. 
We  will  jointly  worfhip  God,  and  fanctify  his  Sabbath, 
which  arc  the  principal  parts  of  hie  fervice.     This  he 
would  do,  and  we  ought  all  to  do,  though  there  were 
no  public  worfhip  in  the  world.     And  this  is  confirm- 
ed by  Lev.  xxiii.  3.  which  requires  the  Sabbath  to  be 
ttligioufly  obferved  in  all  our  dwellings  or  private  houfes, 
**  well  as  in  holy  convocations  ;  by  every  family  apart, 
a>  well  as  by  many  families  together. 

Butl  (hall  demonftrate  the  indifpenfible  neceflity  of 
this  duty  of  family- worQiip,  from  feveral  other  topics. 
!•  The  light  of  nature  and  found  reafon  pleads  for 
Hon  many  accounts.  1.  It  teacheth  that  all  focieties 
ftould  jointly  honour  their  founders.  Now  God  is  the 
•Author  and  Founder  of  families,  Plal.  lxviii.  6.  "  God 
fcttcth  the  fqlitary  in  families ;"  and  ought  not  families 
toWor(htp.  Jura  who  inftituted  them,  and  that  for  this 
JKtyend,  that %i  they  might  glorify  him,  and  ihew  forth 
«■  pnifc  1 

a.  The  light  of  nature. teacheth  mailers  of  families 
to  ufe|ll  propex  means,  for  preventing  the  hurt  of  the 
k^ily*  s»Ad  Jfcfcuingthem  from  danger  :  And  it  is  plain, 
«*iamiljF  pWycr  *8  a  Special  mesn  for  this  effcdl.  ,  The 
Wlt*fif.  .nature,  taught  the  heathen  ..mariner,  with  .his* 
1    ■■*'-..,;,  .  (Lz  .  Jhip's 
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ftiip^  crew,  Jonah  i.  4.  to  ufe  joint  prayers  to  i 
them  in  a  ftorm  :  And  we  fe«*  it  was  the  mailer,  of 
{hip,  t|  at  called  this  fufy.  Now,  fhall  a  heathen  n 
ter  of  a  (hip  do  more  in  his  feciety,  by  nature's  lij 
than  a  Chrittian  matter  of  a  famiiy  will  do  in  his,  1 
is  pr'mN-^.d  wi*h  the  clear  Jiyht  of  the  gofpel  ? 

3.  The  light  of  nature  teacheth  men  to  do  all  t 
can  to  promote  rhe  good  of 'their  families,  to  proi 
focd  aid  phyfic  for  their  fervants  and  chfldrensJwd 
Ard  doth  it  not  teach  tliem  alfo  to  ufc  means,  to  J 
ferve  their  fouls  from  wrath,  arid  further  their  etci 
well  being  ?  And  what  mean  more  proper  for  this  c 
than  family. worfhip  and  conjunct  prayer  i  O  mail 
of  families,  your  examples  herein  will  have  happy  in 
ence  upon  your  children  and  fervants,  both  tp  ex 
them  to  pray,  ^nd  teach  them  how  to  pray- 

4.  Nature's  light  directed  the  heathens  to"  have  tl 
Lares  and  Penates,  or  houfehcJd  gods,  whom  they  * 
Shipped  in  a  fpecial  manner/ and  to  whom  they  out 
facrjfices  for  the  protection  and  welfare  of  their  fa 
lies :  So  we  find  in  foripture,  that  l*aban  and  Mi 
had  their  Teraphim  or  houfehold  gods.  Now,  tho 
thefe  were  vain  helplefs  gods,  yet  it  (hews  they  beli 
a  neceffity  of  family- worfhip.  Alas!  heathens  wiU 
up  in  judgment  againft  many  who  are  called  Chrifti: 

II.  We  are  o  mmand.d  in  fcripture  to  "  pray  ei 
where,  and  with  all  manner  of  prayer,"  1  Tim.  ii 
Eph.  vi.  :8.  Now,  if  we  muft  pray  in  all  places, -I 
furely  in  cur  families  :  if  with  "  all  manner  of  pray 
then  fureiy  with  ••  family- prayer." 

III.  Mailers  of  families  are  bound  to  love  God  Cl  1 
all  their  hearts,  and  their  neighbours  as  themfelves  *," 
confequently  are  bound  to  bring  their  families  al 
with  them  to  the  worO  ip  of  God.  God's  people 
filled  with  fiich  love  and  z  al,  that  they  frequently 
the  inanimate  creatures  to  join  with  them  in  G 
pratfc,  Phil.  lxix.  34.  Pfal.  cxlviii.  2.  &c.  and  1 
much  more  (hcuM  they  call  their  neighbours 
fellaw-cLriftians  p  How  oft  doth  David  invite  and 
hort  others  to  praife   Gcd  with  him  ?    And  will 
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tnafters  of  families,  who  love  God  and  their  neigh- 
bour, intite  and  exhort  thofe  to  whom  they  are  fo  neat- 
ly related,  to  join  with  them  in  the  praife  and.worfhip 
of  God? 

IV,  Families  have  many  joint  errands  to  the*  throne 
of  grace,  which  call  for  joint  family-prayers  and  praifes : 
They  often  fin  together,  and  therefore  it  is  fit  they  con* 
fefs  and  mourn  together.  They  need  many  famiiy- 
bleffings,  and  it  is  fit  they  jointly  feek  them :  They 
arc  expofed  to  '  many  family-dangers,  therefore  they 
ftould  jointly  deprecate  them:  They  receive  many 
femily-mercies,  which  call  for  family-  thankfgivings : 
They  work  in  their  employments  and  labour  together* 
M»d  it  is  very  fit  they  feek  a  blefiing  on  them  together.; 

V.  All  churches  ought  to  woruSip  God  in  a  joint 
*nd  folemn  manner  :  Now,  the  Spirit  of  God  frequent- 
ly calls  Chriftian  families  churches  ,•  which  honourable 
titie  they  would  by  no  means  deferve,  if  they  had  not 
communion  together  in  the  worlhip  of  God. 

%  VI.  It  is  plain  from  1  Tim.  hi  4.  5.  42.  that  as  mi- 
^fters  are  bound  to  rule  the  church,  fo  mafters  of  fa- 
milies are  bound  to  rule  their  families  ;  which  is  not 
only  by  inftru&ing  them,  But  going  before  them  in 
God's  worfhip,  and  being  their  guide  and   mouth  in 
Payers  and  praifes.     For  every  head  of  a  family  is  a 
I^ophet,  prieft,  and  king,   in  his  own  houfe  :  He'  is  21 
PrOphet,  to  teach  and  inftruft  hi*  hdufehold,  a  prieft  to 
MUercede  and  pray  for  them  ;  and  a  king  to  protect  and 
8^*crn  them ;  and  efpecially,  to  maintain  God's  wot- 
*«ip  and  true  religion  among  them. 

VII.  It  is  clear  from  1  Pet.  iii.  7.  that  huftnnds  and 
^ivesare  bound  to  pray  together,  and  consequently  the 
^holc  family  ;  For  there  they  are  dehorted  from  ftrifes 
and  contention?,  becaufe  of  their  tendency  to  hinder 
their  conjunct  prayeis. 

^  VIII.  The  examples  of  the  faints  in  fcripture  do  in- 
vuicibly  prove  family,  worlhip  to  b^  our  duty.  We 
lead  not -only  of  Abraham's  inftru'&ing  his  houfehold, 
**ul  commanding  them  to  worihip  God  by  themfelves* 
out  alfo,  wherefoever  he  fojourns  with  his  houfehold,  he 
"  builds  an  altar,"  and  with  them  <fJie  calls  on  the  name 
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of  the  Lord  ;"  as  is  clear  from  Gen.  xii.  Gem  xlii.  Gi 
xxi.  33.  I  took  notice  of  Jofliua's  family-devotion 
little  before.  David,  Pfal.  ci.  faith,  "  He  will  walk 
his  houfe  at  home,  with  a  perfect  heart ;"  and  we  fi 
him  coming  home  from  the  public  worihip,  %  Sara.  - 
so*  to  bkfs  his  own  family,  which  was  certainly  to 
about  family-worftiip  with  them,  and  pray  for  G01 
bleffing  on  them.  We  find  Daniel  about  this  wo 
three  times  a-day,  Dae.  vi.  to;  It  was  open  famil 
prayer  which  he  performed  ;  for,  if  it  had  been  feci 
prayer,  ftrangers  would  not  have  known  fo  well  of 
nor  would  they  hare  found  htm  at  it,  as  it  k  &td  tk 
did  :  So  great  a  prince  would  have  had  ftrvants  in  1 
outer  rooms,  to  have  ftopt  tliem  ere  they  came  fo  n* 
as  to  hear  him  at  his  fecret  devotion.  We  have  o 
great  pattern  Jefus  Chrift  tinging  pfalms,  and  pnyl 
with  his  family,  viz.  his  difciples,  Matt.  xxvi.  30*  La 
ix.  1 8«  John  xvii.  This  was  Cornelius's  practice,  A* 
s.  2.  ic  is  (aid,  "  He  feared  God  with  all  his  houfe 
which  implies,  that  he  "  worfhipped  God  with  all  1 
houfe,"  for  fearing  of  God  comprehends  worfliip. 

LqJ!ly>  We  find  Paul,  Philem.  ii.  3.  making  ment» 
of  the  church  in  Plulemon's  houfe,  which  was  his  ft 
gious  praying  family :  And  then,  ver.  22.  he  fpeaks 
their  joint   "   prayers,  through  which  he  trufttxl 
fhould  be  given  to  them." 

Since  then  the  ikity  is  fo  clear,  let  us  be  concern 
and  zealous  to  promote  the  worfhip  of  God  in  our  i 
milies.  Contider  how  zealous  fome  are  to  promote 
falfe  or  fuperftitious  worfhip  :  God  bids  the  propt 
look  and  wonder  at  their  diligence,  Jer.  vii.  17..  J 
There  we  fee  both  fathers,  children,  hu  (bands,  wir< 
and  all  are  taken  up  about  it.  Where,  alas  !  is  the 
any  family  fo  earned  for  the  true  worfhip  of  God  > 

ObjeSitons  againjl  family-worjhip  an/wered. 

Qbjecl.  i\  "  We  pray  in  fecret,  and  that  is  fufficiera 

Art/.  1.  This  is  not  fufficient,  as  hath  been  prore? 

one  duty  will  not  fupp'y  the  want  of  another  :  Fami 

prayer  is  your  duty,  as  well  as  fecret  prayer  j  and  Jf 
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Night  fo  go  the  round  of  duties,  and  flight  no  known 
doty,  if  you  would  profper  in  any  duty. 

a.  Secret  prayer,  O  man,  would  be  your  duty,  al* 
though  you  had.no  family  ;  yea,  although  you  had  no 
tongue  not  faculty  of  fpeech.  O  matter  of  a  family, 
why  hath  God  b'efled  you  with  a  family,  and  with  the 
faculty  of  fpeaking,.  but  that  you  might  be  more  capa- 
ble to  glorify  him  with  anc^  before  others?  Hath  not 
Chtift,  in,  that  excellenfc^Sttern  of  prayer,  taught  you 
to  pray  conjunft'T^f  faying,  "  Our  Father  which  art 
»  heaven,  give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  in  Have  you 
any  charity  to  your  neighbours,  any  love  or  pity  to  the 
fruit  of  your  family,  and  will  not  take  them  alongft 
with  you  to  the  throne  of  grace  ?  Did  you  enjoy  anj 
communion  with  God  in  fecret,  or  tafte  any  fweetneis 
M*  the  duty  ;  would  you  not  invite  them  to  come,  tafte 
and  fee  that  God  is  good,  and  partake  of  the  fame  hea- 
ifcnly  cheer  with  you  ? 

Ctyeft.  2.  €t  We  have  not  gifts  to  pray  before  others* 
%  Anf*  1.  The  great  hearer  of  prayer  doth  not  look  to 
gifts  as  we  do \  no,  he  looks  to  the  heart.  Say  not 
then,  becattfe  you  cannot  pray  as  a  minifter,  or  fiich  x 
gtfted  man,  that  ye  will  not  pray  at  all ;  bring  a  hum- 
ble and  broken  heart  to  <5od,  and  he  will  accept  of 
you,  though  you  had  but  two  or  three  words,  or  broken 
fentencea*  It  is  not  fine  words,  or  eloquent  expref- 
Gaiu,  that  God  is  delighted  with ;  it  is  the  Gncerity 
***  the  heart. 

2.  Ufie  the  one  talent,  trade  with  it,  and  it  will  in- 
c*eafe;  do  as  you  can,  and  God  will  teach  you  to  do 
better  y  I  never  knew  any  that  tried  it  fincerely,  but 
^od  helped  them.  Can  ye  not  fay'with  the  difciptes, 
Lord,  teach  us  to  pray."  Yea,  fay  but  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  if  ye  can  fay  no  more,  and,  if  ye  do  it  fmcerely, 
more  {hall  be  given. 

3«  Make  ufe  of  the  helps  which  God  affords  you  for 
Prayer*  1.  Acquaint  yourfelves  with  the  fcriptures, 
frequently  read  the  Pfalms,  and  particularly  the  xxv. 
**•  jixxvi.  cxix.  pfalms,  and  others,  where  you  will  find 
Var'iety  of  fit  expreflions  and  petitions  ro  be  ufed  in 
Pr*yer.      Take  with  you  thefe  words  which  the  Holy 

•       Ghoft 
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Ghoft  teacheth,  they  are  the  mod  acceptable  wpnfu 
'Likewife  dudy  the  Ten"  Commands,  view  the  large  ex- 
tent and  meaning  of  them,  the  duties  required,  and 
fins  forbidden  in  each  of  them,  and  they  will  furniflf 
you  with  vail  matter  fur  confeflion  and  petition.  AJfi) 
ftudy  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  the  import  of  the  {event 
petitions  thereof,  for  tliere  are  many  petitions  wnpt 
up  in  every  one  of  them. 

2.  Study  well  the  attributes  and  works  of  God,  aqd 
they  will  afford  manifold  matter,  both  for  prayer  and  ' 
praifes.  View  the  work  of  creation  ;  and  more  dpe-i 
cially,  the  work  of  redemption,  the  eternal  contrivance  . 
of  it,  the  glorious  Mediator,  his  nature,  his  offices,  lift, 
death,  fufferings,  and  infinite  love  ;  bis  fulneft,  grace*, 
offers,  promifes,  and  well  ordered  covenant ;  and  then, 
I  am  fure,  you  will  not  be  barren  of  fuitable  nratter, 
and  words  for  prayer.  "  A  very  child  (as  one  frith)' 
"  when  he  fees  a  merchant's  pack  opened,  where  there 
a  are  variety  of  things  which  he  defireth,  will  learn, 
«c  without  book,  to  fay,  O  father,  buy  this,  or  give  f& 
u  that."  So  the  foul  will  not  want  what  to.  fay,  th»* 
fees  the  treafures  and  riches  of  Chrift  opened. 

3.  Study  to  be  acquaint  with  yourfelves,  your  hearts, 
and  lives  :    Confider  your  ilate  and  circum dances  both 
in  foul  and  body,  and  the  providences  of  God  toward* 
you.      Think  upon  the  vanity  and  incondancy  of  a.» 
worldly  things,  the  friilty  of  man,  and  brevity  of  life  » 
and  particularly,  think  much  on  the  four  lad.  things 
death,  judgment,  heaven  and  hell,  and  you  will  ha^^ 
abundance  of  matter  for  prayer. 

Befides  all  which,  there  are  four  words  ye  fbould  »-  ^( 
ways  keep  in  mind  when  you  go  to  prayer,  which  won.  ^* 
prove  a  lading  fountain  for  fuitable  matter  to  you,  vi  "^^" 
your  fins,  miieries,  wants,  and  nurcies. 

1.  Your  fins.  Have,  you  not  a  great  multitude  "^ 
confefs,  and  feek  mercy  for,  fins  original  and  actual,  ^ 
orr.ifBon  and  commiflion,  of  heart  and  life  ?  What  i  -*" 
dwelling  corruptions,  and  heart-plagues  have  ye  to  K-  *" 
ment,  havdnefb,  deadnefs,  carnality,  unbelief,  backfls-  **- 
ing,  hypocxify.,  &c.     Look  into  your  livvs,  and  behc^-^ 

wfcrxat 
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aat  fids  ye  hare  committed!  and  what  duties  ye  have 
aitted,  and  make  particular  confeflim  of  them. 

a.  Tour  miferies.  How  many  have  yc  to  complain 
[»,and  beg  deliverance  from  in  prayet  ?  Are  you  noc 
ora  in  a  loft  ftate,  a  child  of  wrath,  an  heir  of  hel!f 
Oder  an  unfupportable  burden  of  unpardoned  guilt, 
10ft  loathfome  and  polluted  in  God's  fight  *,  under  the 
puny  of  fatan,  liable  to  all  the  miferies  of  this  life, 
irci,  toils,  lofles,  crofles,  ficknefs  and  death  ;  yea,  ex- 
efed  to  the  wrath  of  God,  the  curfes  of  the  law, 
he  fword  of  juftice,  to  a  ftriffc  and  fevere  judgment- 
cat,  to  unquenchable  fire,  and  everlafting  burnings, 
nd  to  baniihment  from  God's  favour  and  prefence  to 
U  eternity  ? 

3.  Tour  wants-  Are  ye  not  poor  beggarly  finners, 
all  of  wants  and  neceffities  ?  "  In  us  dwells  no  good 
hing."  Do  you  want  the  bread  of  life,  the  balm  of 
'Head,  pardon  of  (in,  peace  with  God,  deliverance 
rom  wrath,  a  new  nature,  a  foft  heart !  Do  you  want 
1  eye  falve,  white  raiment,  gold  tried  in  the  fire  ?"  D*> 
cwant  faith,  love,  repentance,  viftory  over  lulls  ?"  &c. 
tad  have  ye  not  matter  for  prayer  and  fuppiication  ? 
lave  yc  not  temporal  wants  to  lay  before  God  ?  Ye 
W  tell  them  to  your  friends,  and  complain  to  them, 
tough  they  afford  you  little  help ;  ought  ye  not  far  ra- 
ier  go  to  God  with  them,  who  is  both  able  and  willing 

help  ?  Do  you  want  health  to  your  bodies,  bread 

your  families,  provifion  for  your  children,  a  bleiling 
1  your  labours  ?  Then  feek  them  from  God  :  u  The 
*ens  cry  to  him,  and  he  hears  them,"  how  much  more 
il  he  hear  you  ? 

4.  Your  mercies.  God  daily  loads  you  with  his 
fcrcics >  they  are  new  to  you  every  morning  :  It  is  of 
e  Lord's  mercies,  that  your  houfes  are  not  confumed 
th  fire,  in  the  night,  and  ye  buried  in  the  ruins  there* 

»  that  Gulden  death  doth  not  fmite  your  children, 
rvants  cattle,  or  relations ;  that  you  waken  in  fafety 
cry  morning,  and  not  in  everlafling  flames.  Doth. 
>t  the  Lord  fet  a  hedge  about  you,  and  all  that  you 
*e,  and  preferve  you  from  devils,  enemies  and  ma- 
fold  dangers  \  give  you  health  and  itrength,  blefs  the 
Vol.  IV.  R  work 
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work  of  your  hands,  eov*r  .a  table  for  you,  and  n 
manna  about  your  tents  ?  And  have  you  not  plenty 
matter  for  that'kfgiving  ?  Yea,  he  hath  contrived  aw 
to  fave  you,  (Vnt  his  Son  to  redeem  you,  a*k*s  pn 
fing  offers  of  his  fahration,  and  waits  patiently  for  yei 
repentance.  Now,  if  you  think  on  thefe  mercies,  CJ 
you  want  words  in  prayer  to  Weft  God  for  them) 
fay  then,  remember  your  fins,  mtferiesi  wants  and  mi 
cies,  and  ye  will  never  be  Scarce  of  matter  for  prayer* 

Objeft.  in.  "  We  have  not  confidence  to  pray  fc 
fore  others." 

Anf.  1 .  Mind  what  Chrift  faith,  «  They  that  a* 
fhamed  of  him  before  men,  he  will  be  a&amedof  the 
before  his  Father  in  heaven." 

2.  Many  are  aihamed  to  pray  before  others,  who* 
not  afhamed  to  fin,  curfe*  fwear,  drink  drunk,  U 
break  the  Sabbath  before  others. 

3.  Why  (hould  you  be  aihamed  to  pray  before  jp 
own  family,  thefe  you  conftantly  converfe  with,  D 
of  whom  you  have  the  command  ?  Will  you  have  ©0 
fidence  to  plead  this  frivolous  excufe,  at  the  day 
judgment  ? 

But,  laftljy  You  you  will  not  plead  fuch  ezcufes 
things  relating  to  the  body  If  your  children  and  fam 
were  ftarving  for  want  of  bread,  ye  would  neither  wi 
words  nor  confidence  to  make  known  your  cafe  tg 
rich  friend ;  if  you  were  mortally  fick  or  wcuncii 
you  would  freely  teH  your  cafe  to  a  phyfician  >  if 
were  drowning,  ye  would  call  aloud  for  help:  A 
now,  when  ye  and  yomr  families  arc  ready  to  perifh 
your  fins,  will  ye  not  make  known  your  cafe  to  Gi 
and  cry  with  the  difciples,  u  Lord  fave  us,  or  elfe 
perifh  r"  The  common  beggars,  that  go  from  door 
door,  will  rife  up  againft  ycu  ;  they  think  no  fti*  mc 
cry  at  the  rich  man's  door,  hear  them  who  wHl  1  ti 
want  not  words  enough,  ye  need  not  teach  them  wl 
to  fey  j  their  pinched  bqwels  make  them  both  eloquc 
and  importunate ;  they  weary  not  to  ft  and  and  C 
though  they  be  but  expefting  a  fmiH  moric!:  And  ft 
we,  whofe  needs  are  far  grqateT,  whofe  expe&atk 
are  far  higher,  want  words  or  confidence  to  cry  a 
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knock  tt  God's  door,  fince  he  declares  that  our  impor 
ttnity  is  nowifc  z  trouble  but  a  pleafure  to  him  ?  Are 
not  cvertafting  life,  and  deliver  ince  from  hell,  worth 
the  ferkine  t  Shall  men  do  more  for  the  welfare  of  their 
dying  bodies,  than  we  for  the  falvation  of  our  immortal 
'  fpnl*> 

G#*#.  IV,  •*  \#>  have  not  time  to  fpire  for  familv- 
"  *or(hip,  our  labour  is  fo  great,  and  bufinefs  fo 
<f  throng." 

Anf.  1.  Is  not  the  worfhip  and  fervicc  of  God  the 
greatcft  bufinefs  you  *ave  to  do  in  the  world  ?  All  o- 
tber  thing*  are  trifles  in  refpeft  of  this. 

?•  Better  Want  time  for  fbepin?,  for  eating,  or  any 
thing,  than  want  time  for  this,  which  is  far  more  nc- 
ceffary  than  any  thing  elfe. 

$»  God%   in  his  providence,   may  foon  cafl  greater 

hindrances  in  the  way  of  your  worldly  bufinefs  than 

t     tan,  as  ye  fuppofe,  would  be  :  He  may  fend  fevers  a- 

monfr  children  and  fervant  ,  that  will  Hop  your  labour 

ninth  longer  than  a  little  time  fpent  daMy  in  family- 

worfhip  would  do.     When  ficktiefs  or  death  comes, 

they  will  not  be  put  off  by  telling  that  you  have  no 

time  for  your  labour  to  be  (ick  ;  no,  ye  mult  find  time 

to  deficit  and  !y  on  beds,  though  it  wrre  in  the  thronpj 

rf fcarvefh     And  mutt  ye,  whether  ye  will  or  no,  UnA 

tunc  to  be  (ick  and  die  ;  and  will  you  find  no  time  to 

Pty  with  your  families,  in  order  t>  prepare  you  and 

them  for  ficknefs  and  death  ?     And  further,  it  is  likely, 

thfct  if  ye  pfaved  more  in  your  families,  your  labour 

^ald  be  lefs  ftopt  by  (icknefs  and  other  troubles  ;  you 

■hould  have  fewer  erodes  and  perplexities  in  your  bu ■!- 

ncfs;  and,  whatever  they  were,  you  might  exp.ti  they 

*ould  be  fanftified.     Family-prayer  would  be  a  fweet 

Yc*u  and  cafe  to  the  mind,  under  all  family  cares  and 

'nxifctiea. 

4  Family* prayer  will  not  hinder  your  bufinefs, 
though  in  the  throng  of  harveft.  What  flop  would  it 
b*  to  your  work,  to  be  every  morning  and  evening  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  upon  your  knees  with  your  fanily  ? 
Nay,  it  would  further  it,  and  procure  a  blefling  on 
to  work  of  your  hands.  *And  I  have  obferv^d,  that  irt 
R  a  thefe 


J  40  Of  the  Duties  requifte 

thofe  parts  of  the  nation  where  hulbandmen  and  tradet 
men  take  time  for  family-worfhip,  they  are  in  a  more 
*  ilourilhing  condition  in  worldly  things,  than  in  thofe 
parts  where  it  is  nrglefted.  Remember,  that  all  the 
iuccefs  of  your  labour  drpends  on  the  fpecial  blrflmf 
and  providence  of  God,  and  there  is  no  way  more  like 
ly  to  obt.up  this  than  family- priver.  If  God  vouchfa.1 
not  lis  bleflirg.  ycur  labour  will  be  labour  in  vain,  Pf-a 
exxvii.  ».  2.  How  foon  may  God  blaft  all  the  laboi* 
of  praverlcfs  prrfons  ? 

5.  ^'hatevor  ycu  .retend  fro»n  want  of  rime  on  we-* 
i!ay#,  to  txculc  ycu  troT  f  tmil-c-worihip  ;  yet,  there 
no  thadow  wr  i\\'\<  c^iSWorx  up~r.  the  Sabbath-day, 
which  ^cu  hive  ro  o:h^r   bu:"r.ef?  bu*  to  ferve  a« 
wcnV»p  Go^.     He  i<  c^cVv.^  r'eited  to  free  voutlc 
J-ytiow  your  labour.  r*i:  \r  may   arrly  yountrr" 
crtirr'v  :.%  b:*  wcribip  w;:hou;  .-:'.lr;cr:.or-     O  ye  th- 
an? ilr.Mser.ro  rvr  tirrr  through  '.he  wesk  f?r  family  aifl 
ircir:  rn*r-.  Sr  Vu:V  ct.  :br  Lorr's  iiy  ir.  iheperfonr 


-•.N^r 

:hcirv*. 

Jk"i     ".v*    :;  ;: 

:.k  ^1  :o  Goci  for  ailowin 

you 

l\*.\i  £Z*   t"1* 

1t  :":::";  r^rrv: 

..";*. 

It. 

:  :Se  :>..ir: 

•w  .»..  . »  .*»■,* 

i-t;:  G->i  who  hath  found 

ev*' 

'•in  >r*.  ir. 

J   5  •':■*  L--.v 

c:  i_   ::*  :a— ,  s*  ot  Ifiad 

s««i 

v*  :Vr  :*i* 

.  ^  ■«  i.  >  .  **  ■. 

1 :  -r  sT> -"..:.  :-  whonoDi 

ibe  ' 

'vr-  .r*  »•• 

*£  i lm~7  ** 

::  r<  r»..-5r:  :  I  ixteech  an 

e^v 

\  *.".    x-,*^  : 

:*r   j"r  .— ::. 

:;r»  .\-   ri  ?:.£;*,  ?r  hooou 

c^  1 

^>rj:vr  j- 

„.     £.;..-.;. 

„-•:  :r^  ■« .—  ;  -3  T.-isr  fami 

*  «r** . 

j.f~        -       X        ,. 

»  • :  *       -  '* 

:-.  it.-  c-jvL-ac;  t:ct  boof: 

;■ »   ^v.'    I  ^  **  _*  ;"*S 

:-  :*:    ■■  .*«-. 

;  ;:   v.--:c        Fer'STT.  thi 

*■  -  '* 

*v.".s:x    :■ 

■.*.  ■  1  .  *    rs  ; 

...  :.* :  r:  ;c?  ;  ".-c-^iLly  apo 

:v 

l^rv»  .  ;« 

%    \ .    i-.^.-   • 

.  •  .-«    i.T- ?.„-:<  i"ra  cjy  b 

•  VVi    '. 

!*■  •?■-*       «  *.. 

i     :  *  .■     :i-  ; 

•■  :.■:   ■  ».■■■■■'■:?  r.  *-i. 

>  .?  ■*  ; 

%<  *  .*    V    ;.'-. 

xm  ':  *■:•*  ;.     -"**  jt  ruc;Ii 

^.«.  • 

> 

."V   <.      *  .  A    T..  ' 

\  v"-.v  t:  :x.'j  I'jiar  »::2:e; 

^ 

»    »Vvi-     ■*  * 

\  .  •»,'.*.   ,  v  ;  . 

.;-     :.  r.  :i;-.    1.-C   be 

V  •• 

V      \"    -%v,'" 

;;'•    :  'v 

: :  ■       *»'  .•'*-■■:    *«   ia^e  ic: 

* "«     I 

■0">     »\>" 

»,*;■  :-Sv     ««,*vii 

1  !:..:"   Ui.-.*:«.i«ri.^  iT-i  ycc 

*'    .v. 

•  ?  v<-> 

'v.-? 

,      i  '»     :.:i*    virr?  i.;  ZLZZ? 

*v,'v 

•:V.N      f.\.i\ 

,     ^*,vl         ^,*.i   V,> 

:    ■     ,•!. i.  •;•:«:-, 

V 

■     \  VU    -hi 

>.  ,\v\v     -i.r; 

•••  »i,-.'\^.'  v:i:        ":"  TtTti»  V 

WW4iy^He*>v.v 

Wv^v   *Vm:' 

.  ti»:-.">        *  io:-  ::^  Jza^-m 

upon  the  Lord's  Day.  141 

of  the  Almighty,  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  terrors  that 
By  by  night  or  by  day  :"  for  you  are  under  the  tuition  - 
of  him  "  that  keeps  Ifrael,  who  neither  (lumbers  nor 
Jeeps."  Praying  families  are  preferved  from  many 
-more  evils  and  mifchiefs  than  they  are  aware  of;  fone- 
femet  divine  providence  makes  a  vitibie  diftinttion  be- 
tween them  and  others.  I  have  read  of  a  little  town, 
in  the  canton  of  Bern  in  Switzerland  confifting  oi'o/j 
honfes,  that  in  th^year  1584,  was  all  deftrjyed  by  an 
earthquake,  except  the  half  of  one  houfe,  where  the 
•after  of  it,  with  his  family',  were  at  the  time  on  thetr 
knees  at  family-prayer.  This  is  a  noble  pillar  for  fup- 
porting  your  houfes. 

2.  You  may  expect  fa  mil  y-pro  vifion  -,  u  your  bread 
tell  be  given  you,  and  your  water  Hull  be  fare  \  yon 
telldweUinthe  land,  and  verily  have  food*"      God 
fctdsthe  ravens  that  cry  to  him,  and  will  he  not  mu;h 
wore  feed  Chriftian  families  that  ciy,  "  Lord,  give  us 
this  day  our  daily  braad  ?"  O  poor  tradfemen,  who  con 
hardly  get  your  credit  kept  and  families  maintained  ; 
0  poor  tenants,  who  can  fcarcely  get  your  firms  paid, 
•nd  children  provided  for,  by  ail  your  fore  toil  and  la- 
bour; will  you  try  family-prayer  (incerely  ?    1  dare  fay, 
tfot  the  Lord,  who  "  bleifed  the  houfe  of  ObededoTi, 
^d  all  that  pertained  to  him,  became  of  the  ark  of  God 
*h*ch  he  lodged,"  will  from  that  day  forth  blefs  you, 
Ptofper  the  work  of  your  hands,  and  make  your  affairs 
ft°re  fuccefsful :    It  will  not  hinder  your  labours,  but 
Fr°cure  a  bleffing  on  them.      I  lay  then,  make  a  fair 
*?*'»  and  I  hope  in  a  little  time  you  Hull  find  a  fenfible 
^Hge  in  your  affairs.      Some  have  obferved  this  in 
•^ir  experience, 

.  3*  You  will  have  the  more  comfort  and  fatisfj&ioa 
m  Vour  family- relations;  this  is  the  way  to  keep  up  your 
*°*Hority  among  them,  and  to  procure  you  more  r^iped: 
"°rti  them.  If  a  matter  of  a  family  exert  his  authority 
J?  bring  thofe  under  his  charge  to  attend  family- wor- 
*Pj  he  will  find  them  more  obfervanc  of  his  oiher 
^nnmands ;  children  would  be  more  obedient,  and  fer- 
T*nts  more  faithful ;  the  fear  of  that  God,  whom  thjy 
**ily  worlhip  with  you,  would  be  an  awe- band  upon 

them, 
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them,  to  do  their  duty  to  you,  and  aft  for  your  i 
twfl. 

II.  Family- worftip  is  an  excellent  mean  to  adrat 
religion  ard  reformation  through  the  whole  land, 
every  one  Mould  begin  with  his  o\* n  family,  reform 
and  plant  piety  therein,  what  happy  cities  and  parifl 
would  we  foon  have  ?  If  you  would  recover  decuyi 
piety  in  the  land,  and  banifh  curfmg,  {wearing,  drai 
ennrfs,  Sabbath  breaking*  &c.  out  of  the  town  a 
parith  where  you  lire,  then  begin  with  your  own  fami 
fet  up  praver  and  religion  therein.  Satm  and  TioeH 
not  dwell  contentedly  bcfide  prayer.  The  way  to  mi 
a  clean  ftrect  is,  for  every  houfe  to  fweep  before  A 
own  door.  Religious  families  are  excellent  nutfei 
to  the  church,  and  feminaries  of  piety.  Do  you  W 
then  to  fee  religion  flourifh,  and  reformation  cart 
on  ?  and  do  you  defirc  to  be  inftrumental  therein  ?  tr 
worth  ip  God,  proirotc  piety  in  your  own  family :  Yi 
example  might  irfluence  your  neighbours  about  you 
the  like  ;  it  would  excite  your  children  and  fervarfts 
fecret  prayer  ;  and,  when  they  come  to  get  families 
their  own,  they  will  readily  do  as  you  do,  and  fo  * 
their  children  and  fervants  after  them  :  And  thus  J 
will  be  instruments  of  handing  down  religion  to  ' 
rifing  generation,  and  for  "  turning  many  unto  righ 
oufneis."  O  if  God  would  perfuade  the  hearts 
people,  both  in  town  and  country,  to  fet  about  fami 
woithip,  how  foon  would  religion  put  on  another  fac 
The  ftrcets  and  fields  would  not  be  fo  thronged  w 
old  and  young  on  the  Sabbath,  people  walking  and  1 
courting  idly,  and  boys  playing  and  fporting  the 
felves  ;  the  church  would  be  better  frequented,  s 
people  more  attentive  and  devout  in  time  of  fcrm< 
and  public-  worihip.  Family-  worfhip  alfo,  is  a  nota 
help  to  prepare  us  for  public- wor  (hip,  and  the  rij 
obi  ei  ration  of  the  Sabbath. 

But  the  domeftic  fancTifi  cation  of  the  Sabbath,  < 
joined  by  the  fourth  command,  includes  more  dui 
than  prayer,  reading  the  word,  and  Tinging  of  pfalmi 
families  :  And  fo  I  come  to  fpeak  of  others. 
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Ajtttmi  thmtfli*  duty  0*  the  Sabbath,  is  family  calechtfag 
ami  inJlruBion. 

Matter*  of  families  are  bound  to  indraft  and  teach 
fcofe  under  their  charge,  viz.  their  children  and  fer-. 
nnts,  in  all  things  neceif.iy  to  falvation.  Yea,  they 
m  bound,  not  only  to  inftruct  them  in  the  knowledge 
tf  the  principles,  but  alfo  to  enjoin  them  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  duties  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  to 
admooifli  and  reprove  them  for  the  negle£t  thereof. 
The  neceffity  of  this  duty  may  be  proven  by  many  ar- 
guments. 

I.  From  the  law  of  nature  that  binds  us  to  do  what 
we  can  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  our 
children  and  families,  and  to  help  them,  when  in  mifery 
tflddiftrefs.  Children  are  a  part  of  the  parents  wrapt 
up  in  another  fkin ;  and  therefore  parents  (hould  do 
fa  them  as  for  themfelves.  Tis  not  enough  that  ye 
provide  for  their  bodies ;  for  the  very  birds  and  beads, 
dQthis,  nay,  even  "  the  fea  monfters  draw  out  the  breaft, 
*°d give  fuck  to  their  young  ones?*  Lam.  iv.  3.  but 

Ett  ought  to  provide  for  their  fouls,  which  arc  their 
*er  part,  yea,  a  thoufarid  times  more  precious  than 
tkeir  bodies.  You  would  think  it  barbarous  cruelty  in 
*J&rcnt,  to  fuffer  his  child  or  fervant  to  ftarve  for  want 
<jf  I bodily  food  ;  O  but  it  is  far  more  cruul,  to  fuffer 
Ij^ir  precious  fouls  to  perifti  and  ftarve  for  want  of 
fPritual  food,  or  neceffary  ififtr u&ions. 

3-  From  the  clear  light  of  God's  word,  that  binds 
wis   on  mafters  of  families  as  a  duty.      We  fee,  thr 
fourth  command  obh'gethm  afters  to  be  anfwerable  for 
™eir  children  and  fervants,  touching  the  fandificatk  n 
°*   the  Sabbath,  and  the  fervice  of  God  on  that  day  ; 
Jhich  certainly  imports  their  inftrucTing  them  in  their 
|k*y#    The  Lord  commits  their  fouls  to  their  care,  and 
*"ey  muft  account  for  them  to  him.     When  God  gives 
anT  of  you  a  child,  he  charges  you,  as  Pharaoh's  daugh- 
ter did  Moles  his  mother,  Exod.  ii.  9.  w  Take  this  child, 
*Jfcd  nurfe  it  for  me  ;  and  I  will  give  thee  thy  wa^es  2" 
®*9  as  the  prophet  faid  to  the  king,   t  Kings  xx.  39, 
t!  ^ccp  this  man ;  if  by  any  means  he  be  miffing,  thy 
"fe  fliall  go  for  his  life."     If  this  child  or  this  fervant 

perifli 
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perifh  in  his  fins  or  ignorance,  through  tout,  nefcleft, 
Us  Mood  will  I  n q'tire  at  vour  hands  N'.y,  we  haffl 
fxpTcfs  fcripture  prrceptfi  binding  you  to  this  duty  \  icaj 
Deut.  vi.  6.  7.  Prcv  .xxii.  6.  Lph.  vi.  4.  Alfo  wc  hat? 
the  examples  of  the  fa:r.t«.  who  were  careful  in  p/p/ 
frro-in^  this  rVy.  Cod  r.kes  fpecul  noxice  of  it.Jjj 
Abraham,  to  hi*  tverhiftirg  commendation,  Gen,,xvju 
19.  u  I  know  him,  that  he  will  corr  mand  his  children, 
and  his  houfhold  after  him  ;  and  they  (hall  keep ,  tly 
way  of  the  Lord,  &c.  It  was  David's  practice, JPfal 
xxxiv.  n.  Frov.  iv.  3.  4.  and  alfo  Hczckiatys,  $2 
xxxviit.  19.  -.. 

3.. You  are  concerned,  in  common  juftice,  to  InDtruC 
your  children,  that  ye  may,  fo  far  as  lieth  in  you,  repai 
the  injury  done  them,  by  your  conveying  original  coj 
ruption  to  them.  Has  God  provided  a  cure  for  the* 
in  the  gofpe1,  r.nd  will  ye  not  ^o  fo  much  as  (hew  it  t 
them  ?  If  ycu  had  rafhly  given  a  vi  ound  to  any  of  iheJ 
hodie?,  would  ye  not  in  hade  provide  a  cure,  or  fek 
for  a  phyficun  ?  and  will  ye  do  nothing  for  their  Taw 
that  are  dyinjr  cf  the  wounds  of  fin  given  them  by  yocj 


7?ft 


4.  It  dcth  highly  contribute  to  advance  (Thrift's  kipg 
dom  in  tl  e  world,  to  train  up  a  feed  for  his  fciyuje 
This  is  likely  to  prove  a  more  fuccefsful  mean  of.  jeior 
mation,  than  any  other  that  can  be  ufed,  either,  by  fnq 
giftrates  or  minifters,  laws  or  fermons.  Therefore,  a 
Pharaoh  fought  to  <  eftroy  the  Ifraelitcs  by  killing  .thej 
ycung  ones  ;  fo  fatan,  who  i^  filled  with  fpitcagajnl 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  knows  theie  are  no  fuch  cprjj 
perdious  ways  to  ruin  it,  as  by  perverting  youth,  an« 
i'upprefiing  family  rdigio-  :  Tin*  is  a  blow  at  the  root 
which  caufes  him  to  employ  all  his  power  and  polic 
this  way. 

5.  It  is  alfo  very  much  for  your  own  infrreft'  an< 
comfort,  to  inftrucl  your  families  in  the  knowledge  o 
Chrift,  and  ways  of  religion.  Ye  may  expeft,  that  you 
children  and  ftrvants  will  prove  dutiful  to  ycu.  We] 
educated  children  will"  t.  ke  care  of  heir  parents  in  tim 
of  old  age,  ficknefs,  or  poverty:  Whereas  thofe,  tha 
are  not  fo,  often  negledl  thrir  parents  in  the  fore£ai 
cafes>  or  w:fh  them  dead.      If  you  ccnicientioufly  in 

ftfuf 
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ftroft  your  children  and  fervants,  God  will  reward  you 
for  it,  even  in  this  life.  Abraham,  as  we  heard,  made 
ednftience  of  it ;  and  God  bleffvrd  him  with  a  dutiful 
fon  Ifaac,  and  a  faithful  fervant,  Eliezer  of  Damafcus. 
What  an  unparallelled  inftance  have  we  of  Ifaac's  pro- 
found obedience  to  his  father's  commands,  in  fubmit- 
tiiqj  patiently  to  bear  the  wood,  yea  to  be  bound,  and 
hid  upon  the  altar  to  be  facrinced  ?  And,  what  a  wife 
vA  faithful  fervant  was  the  ft e ward  of  his  houfe,  Elie- 
Kr»  whom  he  trufted  with  all  he  had,  and  with  the 
pot  Concern  of  his  fon's  marriage,  which  he  managed 
^ith  great  prudence  and  integrity,  and  prayed  eameftly 
for  the  good  fqecefs  of  it  ?  So  that,  if  ye  fow  the  feeds 
°f  piety  in  children  and  fiery  ants,  yourfelves  (hall  reap 
<he  frait  thereof,  even  in  this  world. 

Again,  it  will  be  very  comfortable  to  you  on  a  dtath- 

**d|  to  leave  a  religious  praying  family  behind  you, 

Whai  though  you  leave  your  wife  and  children  poor  ? 

7*t  if  you  leave  them  praying,  God  will  provide  for  them 

*hile  here,  and  ye  (hall  fhortly  have  a  joyful  meeting 

*ith  them  in  heaven.     Your  children  here  will  "  rife 

*p«nd  call  you  hlefled  *,"  they  will  praife  you,  and  follow 

your  pious  example:    And  as  you  took  care  to  hand 

<lown  religion  to  them,  fo  will  they  do  to  their  children 

and  fervants,  when  they  come  to  get  families;  and,  when 

yon  are  bleffing  God  in  heaven,  they  will  be  bleffing 

God  for  you  on  earth.     Nay,  they  will  meet  you  at  a 

judgment  feat  with  bleffings  in  their  mouths :    Your 

children  will  blefs  God  that  ever  they  had  fuch  parents ; 

your  fervants  will  blefs  him  that  ever  thfy  had  fuch 

matters,  that  ever  they  (aw  your  faces,  or  came  under 

•  jour  roof.    It  has  been  known,  that  many,  at  a  dying 

boor,  have  bleffed  God,  for  determining  their  lot  to  fall 

into  fuch.and  fuch  religious  families,  where  firft  they 

.  became  acquainted  with  Chi  ill  and  religion. 

4 third  dome/iic  Duty  on  the  Lord's  day,  is  godly  confe- 
rence. 
■       According  to  Ifa.  Iviii.  14.  we  ought  net  this  day  to 
|pcak  our  own  words  *,  and  confequently  we  ought  to 
'peak  religious  words,  and  entertain  fpiritual  difcourfe, 
V°U  IV.  b  when 
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when  we  are  together,  concerning  Chrift  and  helve*? 
or  about  the  fermons  we  have  heard*  felling  one  ano- 
ther what  we  remember  thereof,  and  that  which  dM 
moftly  edify  us. 

Godly  conference  is  well  pleating  to  God  ;  hd  notkto 
and  records  all  the  good  words  his  people  do  ipedf 
Mai.  iii.  16  When  the  two  difciples  going  to  EanMlf 
were  about  this  exercife  on  the  Lord's  day,  Chrift  bid 
well  p leafed,  that  he  comes  to  them,  and  makes  die 
third  man  5  he  entertains  them  with  heavenly  difeovfiir, 
and  opens  their  underftandings  to  know  the  fcriptam. 
We  fee,  when  Elijah  is  fo  employed  with  Eliftia,  a  Kings 
ii.  11.  he  is  taken  up  and  tranfported  glo* iroifly  too 
heaven.  This  is  a  heavenly  exercife,  and  the  eniktf- 
rnent  of  the  glorified  in  heaven  :  it  was  Chrift'*  wont, 
when  he  was  transfigured  on  mount  Tabor*  and  met 
with  Mofes  and  Eiias :  he  conferred  with  them  upstt 
the  bleffed  fubjeft  of  his  death  and  fufferings.  Qhfw 
holy  and  fruitful  was  Chrift  always  in  hit  diftxwft  * 
"  His  lips  dropt  as  the  honey  comb,  and  his  tongue**** 
as  choice  filver  "  He  fpiritualized  earthly  things  and 
turned  them  into  heavenly  in (If uftions  *,  when  he  con- 
ferred with  the  woman  at  the  well  of  Samaria,  concffB- 
ing  the  water  of  that  well,  John  iv.,  he  quickly  drew  her 
from  ordinary  water  to  the  water  of  life.  And,  when 
eating  bread  in  the  Fharifee's  houfe  on  the  Sabbadb-dty  | 
Luke  xiv.  he  difcourfed  of  eating  bread  in  God's  king*  j 
dom :  So  let  all  the  difciples  of  Chrift  on  this  day  imitatf  j 
his  example :  fee  that  your  fpee ch  be  feafoned  with  gfttf»  ' 
•and  your  lips  like  thofe  of  the  righteous  that  feed  man!* 
Speak  mucn  this  day  to  the  commendation  of  Chrift,  and 
invite  others  to  ?quaintancc  with  him  ;  and,  wheny^0 
fee  it  for  edification,  communicate  the  experiences  yoU 
have  had  of  his  love  ;  u  Come  here,  all  ye  that  featf  GWi 
and  I  will  tell  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul."  Pfal.  U**' 
and  thus  one  live- coal  will  help  to  kindle  another. 

Upon  this  day  of  holy  reft,  Chriftiawa  fthould  be  o& 
thinking  and  fpcaking  of  the  everlafting  reft  above,  an<* 
conferring  together  of  the  way  to  it,  and  their  meeti**2 
there.     Do  you  believe  you  are  going  to  that  reft,  &*^ 
yet  never  fpeak  of  it  ?   If  two  or  three  of  you  had  *n" 

tttCY 
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I  Into  an  agreement  to  go  to  America,  and  feck  the 
en  miacs  which  are  there,  would  ye  nerer  be  fpeak- 
rf  that  country,  or  defirous,to  hear  of  it  before  your 
g  ?  O  Christians !  are  ye  fhortly  to  be  "  caught  up 
Hm  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  fo 
t  for  eter  with  the  Lord  ?"  and  will  you  not  "  com- 
c*e  another  with  thefe  words?"  according  to  i  Theft 
1 7*  li.  It  hath  like  wife  been  the  practice  in  many 
As,  when  religion  comes  to  be  in  efteem,  for  young 
ferts  to  meet  together  in  the  evening  of  the  Lord's 
i  for  godly  conference  upon  fpiritual  fubje&s,  or 
Termons  they  have  heard,  and  for  prayer  and  praifes 
tahr  mutual  edification.  And  it  is  always  obferved, 
t  fech  religious  meetings  on  Sabbaths  or  week  days 
fo  up  in  p  m(bee  where  the  gofpel  begins  to  thrive, 
•j  naturally  as  birds  draw  together  in  the  fpring  ; 
ng  converts  are  Chrift's  "  tinging  birds.91  Cant.  ii.  12. 
i  the  fcripturc  affords  good  ground  and  warrant  for 
i  meetings,  Mai.  iii*  i^>  Pfal.  lxvi.  16.  Pfal  .cxix.  63. 
i*Ui.  35.  A&s.  xi.  5.  12.  Hcb.iii.  13.  Heb.s.  24* 

x  Pet.  4.  10. 

r-     -i 

%4rtb  tLmeflic  Duty  on  the  Sabbath,  is  a  holy  cart  in 
afUrt  of  families  to  retrain  all profanation  of  the  day  by 
dMnm  andfentantr,  or  any  within  their  gates* 

lie  fourth  comonnd  exprefly  requires  this.  Though 
he  not  magiftrates,  y«:t  God  has  clothed  you,  who 
he&ds  of  fami!ies>  with  power  and  authority  in  your 
tile*,  to  fee  to  the  honour  of  this  day  :  Ute  it  then 
Sod,  us  ye  wiii  be  anfwerable.  Let  none  under 
r  charge  profane  this  holy  day,  by  working,  fport- 
or  playing ;  or  by  idlcncis  or  negle&  of  the  duties 
be  day.    See  th.it  they  duly  attend  public  ordinances 

family-worthip  j  fiiffer  them  not  to  abfent  thcre- 
n- 

>  mailers  of  families,  concur  frankly  with  the  mi- 
cr  of  the  parifh,  to  fupprefs  the  abules  of  this  day  : 

will  fee  tfem,  and  know  of  them,  when  minifters 

not.   Tclltfy  aga'mft  them  in  your  Rations,  and  this 

I  make  the  rmnttters  work  the  more  eafy.     O  what 

id  thing  is  it  in  many  places,  to  fte  minifters  left  to 

S  %  fight 
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fight  agzinii  Cn  alone,  without  having  one  to  join  wjtfc 
them,  or  once  open  a  irouth  againft  it !  Hence-  it  J* 
that  many  arc  turned  impudent  in  finning,  paiticulaity 
in  SaUmh- breaking,  and  yaiuc  not  a  minifteVa  rebnke. 
Alaa:  have  ye  neither  lore  to  God  nor  your  ncftghboMt 
fouls  i  Have  ye  no  concern  for  God'a  glory,  nor  jpvf 
to  fee  him  di  (honoured  r  Have  you  no  chanty  to  yo«r 
near  relations,  no  love  to  your  own  childrent  ntuca*-  1^ 
cern  for  ycur  terrains  cr  nearelt  neighbours,  jradefet  M* 
to  Lcep  them  from  falling  into  crerlaflting  buniingt^ftal  B  ^ 
you  will  not  fpe,k  one  wurd  to  penrent  it,  of  warn  thai  fltj 
of  their  hazard?  t«i\       w* 

Let  none  lay,  with  cursed  Cain,  "  Am  I  my  brotkrV 
keeper  ?"  For  God  requires  you  to  be  doing  good  toaM 
in  your  ftation,  and  to  love  your  neighbour  as  yoorfdfc 
And  the  fourth  command  expref&ly  makes  you  accottft* 
able  for  all  within  your  gates.  >•  ■' 

Qbjed.  ••  I  hare  ftubborn  fervants,  that  will  not  be      fri 
"  retrained  by  my  admonitions  or  reproofs.*   «'■      Mfc- 

Atif.  u  You  fhould  be  more  careful  in  the  choice  *f      |*d 
the  members  of  your  family,  and  particularly  t£  JffH* 
fervante,  fince  God  gives  you  a  free  choice  in  rJqs'«iat-      |a 
ter.   Confider  David's  care  therein ,  Pfal.  ci«  6»  7.  ** hBU' 
eyes  (hall  be  upon  the  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they mij „ 
dwell  with  me;  he  that  walketh  in  a  perfect  wxy^J*: 
ihall  ferve  me.     He  that  worketh  deceit,  (hall  nobdwcll 
within  my  houfe  j  he  that  telleth  lies,  (hall  not  tarry  to 
my  fight."     Do  ye  think  that  he,  or  (he  is  fit  for  your 
fervice,  that  cares  not  for  God's  fcrvice  ?  Can  you  ex- 
pect a  biefling  on  the  work  'of  their  hands,  who  ai* 
enemies  to  God  ?    A  godly  fervant  (though  I  confefr : 
he  is  rare  enough  to  be  found)  is  a  greater  bleffing  than 
many  think ;  he  not  only  works  for  his  matter  with  hit ' 
hands,  but  with  his  prayers  alio,  as  did. godly  Eliezefy 
Gen.  xxiv.  12.  and  to  be  Cure  he  did  his  mailer  Abra- 
ham as  good  fervice  by  his  prayers  as  by  his  prudence* 

But,  2.  If  it  be  your  lot  to  be  concerned  with  (tub* 
born  and  difobcvlient  fcivant*,  let  them  know  that  yoU 
have  authority  from  Gud,  to  oblige  them  to  keep  the? 
Sabbath,  by  attending  ordinances  in  public  and  private, 

and 
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tod  to  reftrain-  them  from  profaning  this  day  ;  and,  if 
they  wiJi  not  be  reclaimed,  to  expel  them  from  your 
beufe :  If  they  neglect  or  mifinanage  your  work,  would 
yo<ttot  ufe  your  power  and  authority  with  them,  to  caufe 
duvchjclp  their  faults  i  And,  were  you  in  as  good 
eanffftibr  God's  fervice  on  the  Sabbath,  as  for  your 
own-  upoaiweek  days,  I  am  perfuaded  ye  might  bring 
yo«c  children'  and  fervants  to  fcrvc  God,  and  keep  thiv 
day*  far  betfet  than  they  do* 

li^utf*.  lllw  What  are  the  fecret  duties  requifite  upon 
ttelord'*  day  i 

.  Anf.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  worQiip  God  this  day 
in  exjunction  with  others,  whether  in  the  congregation 
ocdaf amilies :  The  right  fa n&ification  of  the  Sabbath 
iockdes  fecret  duties  alfo,  fuch  as  prayer,  reading,* 
meditation,  &c.  That  religion  is  not  true,  which  is 
all  vifible  to  the  world  ;  for  the  life  of  religion  lies  til 
the  beret  intercourfes  which  are  betwixt  God  and  the 
foul,  that  the  eyes  of  men  do  not  penetrate  into.  Se- 
<ftt  duties  are  the  beft  trial  of  our  fincerity ;  the  Lord* 
that  fceth  in  iecret,  takes  fpecial  notice  of  them,  and, 
if  daiy  performed,  he  will  openly  reward  them.  Let 
^therefore  make  confidence  of  them,  and  that  efpeci- 
*H|  npoa  God's  holy  day,  which  is  entirely  fet  apart 
for  holy  duties :  And  labour  to  time  duties  fo  this  day, 
81  we  duty  may  not  juftle  out  another.  As  you  mult 
Q*  let  family  duties  interfere  with  public  duties ;  fo  you 
"tuft  take  care  that  fecret  duties  do  not  interfere  with 
family  ones.     But,  more  particularly. 

1.  Secret  prayer  is  a  duty  neceJTary  on  the  Lord's' 
day,  both  for  preparing  us  to  attend  the  public  ordi- 
nances, and  for  improving  and  reaping  benefit  by  them 
afterwards. '  I  do  not  mean,  that  this  duty  is  to  be  con- 
fined to.  the  Sabbath  only:  No;  it  is  neceflary  every 
day,  according  to  David's  example,  Pialm  lv.  17.  bu: 
lhat  is  efpecially  requifite  as  a  part  of  the  worfhip  of 
^  day;  Prayer  i*  fo  neceflary,  that  it  is  put  for  the 
*hole  worfhip  of  God,  Acts  ii.  21.  It  is  the  charac- 
ter of  a  converted  foul,  •*  Behold  he  prays,"  Acts  ix. 
U.  but  it  is  the  mark  of  an  athcift,  that  *%  he  calls  not 
*pou  God,"  Pfal.  xiv.  And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  fe- 
cret 
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cret  prayer  is  what  every  carnal  man  hath  an  averfiofl 
tp.  The  devil  can  allow  men  their  church  prayeri/ 
their  family  prayers  -,  but,  for  clofet  prayers  he  cannot 
away  with,  efpecially  when  they  arc  frequent  and  con- 
ftant,  becaufe  they  are  too  much  an  argument  of  fin* 
cerity.  A  hypocrite  take*  no  delight  in  fecret  prayer, 
nor  in  any  duty  but  what  is  feen  of  men,  and  will  gita 
liim  a  name.  But,  reader,  if  thou  art  fincere,  thou  wik 
confider  that  God's  eye  is  upon  thee  in  private,  as  wfcfl 
as  in  public  *,  and  therefore  wilt  feek  to  approve  thy- 
felf  to  God  in  fecret  duties,  as  well  as  public.  As1  ft* 
cret  prayer  was  our  Saviour's  conftant  practice  while  on 
earth,  fo  it  was  his  fpecial  injunction  to  all  his  follow- 
ers, Mat-  vi.  6.  You  need  not  fear  that  your  fceret 
prayers  will  be  forgotten.  No  :  God  is  every  where: 
he  has  an  ear  to  hear  your  fecret  groans,  and  an  eye  to 
fee  your  fecret  tears  :  Tea,  he  has  a  bottle  to  prefervt 
them,  fo  as  a  drop  of  them  (hall  not  be  loft. 

In  our  fecret  addreffes,  which  are  more  ftated  and 
folemn,  let  us  carefully  remember  the  three  parti  of 
prayer,  confeffion,  petition  and  thankfgiving.     Let  V* 
confefs  the  fins  we  are  guilty  of,  cry  for  the  mitrcics 
we  want,  and  thank  God  for  thofe  we  enjoy.     Let  u* 
mind  that  this  is  not  only  a  commanded  duty,  but  afi& 
dignity  and  privilege.     What  an  honour  is  it  for  du^ 
and  allies  to  be  allowed  accefs  to  the  great  God !'.  i <& 
a  worm  to  fpeak  freely  to  its  Creator  !  for  a  poor  berg' 
gar  to  converfe  familiarly  with  the  King  of  heave**/ 
O  finner,  would  not  all  thy  neighbours  envy  thee,    * 
thou  wert  fo  honoured  by  an  earthly  king  ?  Be  exher*"1 
ed  then  to  value  and  make  ufe  of  this  liberty. 

a.  Confider  at  what  a  dear  rare  Chrift  hath  bottg^1 
this  freedom  for  us :  How  much  did  it  coil  him  to  c 
reQ  a  throne  of  grace,  to  which  we  may  repair  wi*j 
confidence  ?  And,  will  not  we  make  ufe  of  this  priw~i 
lege  with  thznkfgiving  ? 

3.  Confider  the  profit  of  it :  It  is  like  the  u  mercha*** 
(hip,  Prov.  xxxi.  14.  that  brings  our  food  from  * 
far."  By  it  we  trade  with  heaven,  and  bring  dovifi 
Quid's  unfearchable  riches :  It  is  a  key  to  open  rl* 
trcafure  cf  Gcd's  mercies  to  us  m  the  morning,  a-**1 
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to  lotik  09  up  under  God's  prote&iofl  *t  night.  By  it 
W  prevail  with  God,  fcreen  ourfelves  from  wrath*  and 
p\it  fatan  to  flight*  In  a  word,  prayer  is  a  key  to  hea- 
vcp,  a  fhield  to  the  foul,  a  facnfice  to  God,  arid  a  feourge 
to  the  devil. 

4.  It  it  tta  way  to  make  up  and  prcfervc  acquaint- 
ance with  God,  which  will  be  of  great  ufe  to  you  in 
the  time  of  trouble*  or  at  the  hour  of  death :    h  is  no 
fmall  encouragement  to  you  to  addrefs  one  for  help, 
with  whom  you  have  had  long  acquaintance  and  fami- 
liarity, and  of  whole  kindnefs  you  have  had  frequent 
experience.    But,  prayerlefs  man,  it  will  be  a  molt  me- 
lancholy  cafe,  when  you  are  going  out  of  the  world,  to 
be  put  to  cry  to  that  God  you  have  been  an  utter  ftraa- 
ger  to  all  your  life ;  or  to  be  forced  to  appear  before 
that  God  you  never  loved,  or.  defired  to  conveife  with; 
or  to  be  fain  to  challenge  acquaintance  with  him,  who 
will  utterly  difclaim  you,  and  fay,  "  Depart  from  me* 

I  never  knew  you."  But,  O  praying  foul  1  that  haft 
acquaintance  with  God,  death  will  have  another  view 
to  thee  j  thou  may II  look  on  ii,  as  Jacob  did  on  the 
waggons  fent  to  carry  him  to  his  friend  Jofeph,  and  fay, 

II  Now  I  am  going  to  God,  whom  1  know  \  I  am  go- 
'"  ing  to  meet  with  that  Friend,  with  whom  I  have  hud 
11  along  acquaintance,  to  whom  I  have  paid  many  a 
11  vifit,  and  with  whom  I  have  had  fweet  fecret  con- 
"  verfc,  and  whom  I  have  longed  to  fee.  and  who  will 
44  embrace  me  in  his  arms,  and  welcome  me  to  glory ? 

J.  Con  fid  er  what  a  mercy  it  is,  O  man,  that  God  is 
yet  calling  thee  to  prayer,  and  continuing  thee  in  the 
land  of  prayer,  when  fo  many  thoufands,  aa  deferving, 
**  beyond  prayer,  and  loft  for  ever.  O  then  pray  now, 
while  thou  hail  time  to  pray,  health  to  pray,  helps  to 
ptty,  and  encouragement  to  pray.  Read  the  gracious 
pomifc*  of  life  and  falvation  to  you,  if  you  do  it,  Pfal. 
hi*.  3a.  Rom.  x.  A3.  Make  this  world  a  time  for 
payer*  and  the  next  (hall  be  a  fcafon  for  praifc.  Deft 
tfcou  think  to  be  faved  without  prayer  ?  Doft  thou  ex- 
V^k  to  have  thy  life  without  begging  it  at  God's  hands  ? 
U  what  oil  will  it  add  to  thy  flames  in  hell,  when  con- 
Wnce  will  tell  thee,  If  thou  hadft  prayed,,  thou  hadft 

not 
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r.«t  be  en  there  ?  Well  then,  now  thou  hajfc  A  fcwftw/br 
prayer-,  but,  remember,  it  will  not  always  jbfonPMlIf 
improve  it  not,  czpe&  that  God  will  turn  a  fea^fa «,£ 
you  in  the  day  of  your  calamity,  at  a  d^adt-fpaYiajiifj 
tribunal.    Read,  and  tremble  at  that  wprdr^vM.  2^ 
27.  a8.  God  fays,  "  He  will  not  hear  you  wUJm >jm 
cry.*     And,  if  he  refafe  to  hear  you,  then,,  mip^i 
hear  you  ?    Angcli  will  not,  faint*  will  not,1}tt»^Mte 
lationi  will  not,  hills  and  mountains  will.j**^  J|n|f 
what  a  wretched,  forlorn  and  forfaken  ;Cfcatu»fAil 
thou  be  ?  There  will  be  none  to  own  thee  thoi»f  afca) 
acquaint  not  thyfelf  with  God  by  prayer  :noW^>  «$% 
the  anfwer  the  foolifh  virgins  got,  when  thef.cajfteilaV   • 
the  dcor  was  (hut.  Matth.  xxr.     See  what  .an  anf** 
the  rich  man  got,  when  he  beggfd  for  u  a  dtop-of  asM 
water  to  cool  his  tongue/'  Luke  xvi.     ,f  Sook  0*4; 
then,  while  he  may  be  found  \  call  on  hinv white  JtfaY 
near  •*    Ctherwife  your  late  untimely  eric*  will  JHffte 
regarded.  ■  •  » r     tev* 

Object.  "  O,  fay  fome,  we  have  not  the  gifc<tf  aja)*f 
cr,  we  cannot  pray.M  ■.-*■■  vf.  1- 

Anf.  I  hare  faid  enough  in  anfwer  to  thiaa  Upla** 
fore*    I  (hall  only  add  one  word  \  Art  thou  a  Chrihrfr 
O  man,  and  cand  rot  pray  ?   Thcu  mayft  as  weH-ftfl 
thou  art  a  fcholar,  but  can  it  not  read  5    a  foMie**^*1 
canft  not  fight.      Prayer  is  as  eficntial  to  a  true  yCWC* 
tian,  as  breath  is  to  the  body  :    Why  ?   prayer. ja  <k* 
very  breathing  of  the  fcul  to  Gcd.    ■  So  it  is  caMtaV 
Lam.  iii.  56.     O  man,  have  you  nothing  to  fay  in  ptaf 
er  ?  then  go  to  God,  and  tell  him  fo ;  Gt  down  on  yd* 
knees,  and  fay,  u  Here  a  poor  ignorant  creature,  that 
cannot  pray  \  Lord,  teach  me  to  pray."    The  public!* 
made  a  very  (hort  prayer,  Luke  xviii.  <f  God  be  in** 
ciful  to  me  a  (inner  >"  yet  it  was  accepted,  fince  k  cam* 
from  a  humble  heart      O  !  if  your  heart  be  broke*1' 
your  words  will  be  accepted,  althcugh  they  be  brtflpB* 
and  few.      The  filluft  beggar  will  find  fomething  -**• 
fay  at  ycur  door,  the  ugh  he  expec~l  but  a  crumb  j  a*»* 
can  you  find  nothing  to  fay  at  God's  door,  when  J&* 
have  a  foul  to  fave,  a  hell  to  fliun,  and  Jefus  Chrift  **& 
a  kingdom  in  your  view  ?  Bt**i 
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fcefi&f  firtt  !brt  of  feeret  prayer  which  is  more 
nd:  folemn,  there  is  prayer  that  is"  more  fttdderi 
auktory,  when  we  lift  up  our  heart*  to  God 
MM!  ftfort  petition*,  on  any  oecaEoh  or  emergen* 
aculatcty  prayers  are  ufeful  on  every  day,  but 
kM  have  them  more  frequent  on  the  Sabbath- 
air,  face  on  this  day  you  maft  w  not  think  your 
riigittf,  ctf  find  your  Own  plesrfures ,"  heavenly 
tgi  sted  pious  ejaculations  ftnmld  iflue  forth  con* 
f  By  wekang  pardon  for  fuch  a  fin,  ftrcngth  a- 
wtk  a  luft,  nQory  over  fuch  a  temptation!  and 
ifprtid  Sabfcath  time  fnitably.  Are  you  going 
burch,  or  returning  from  it  ?  Are  you  readings 
>  gomrntmicatiag,  praifing,  or  about  any  other 
te  frequently  making  ufe  of  this  kind  of  prayer, 
arly  begin  and  end  every  duty  with  it ;  look  up 
of  affiftahce,  and  look  up  after  it  for  acceptance. 
t  infirmities  in  it,  for  Chrift's  fake,  may  be  par- 

Thefe  prayers,  of  all  others,  arc  the  freett  of 
fan*  they  being  put  up  and  over  before  ever  fa- 
awakened  to  tempt  us.  As  for  other  prayers, 
suratkns  to  them,  though  only  by  the  alteration 
ibftttrt,  give  notice  to  fatan  what  we  arc;  about 
but  ejaculatory  prayers  are  fo  quickly  darted  up 
?  that  they  will  be  in  heaven  before  fatan  can 
nyof  his  darts  again  ft  us.  They  are  ufed  to 
\  oommunion  with  God  in  the  intervals  of  other 
and  for  keeping  the  heart  In  the  fear  of  God  all 

long.  As  the  priefts  under  die  law  were  not 
•*  offer  up  the  morning  and  evening  facrifice 
but  "  to  keep  the  fire  burning  on  the  altar  all  the 
b  we  mud  not  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  folemn  and 
hfties  only,  but  fhould  (ludy  to  keep  in  the  fire 
by  holy  thoughts  and  ej  iculations,  Chrift  faidt 
poafe,  that  "  her  lips  drop  as  an  honey  comb," 
fe  rither  (till  dropping,  or  in  a  continual  forward- 
drop*  Some  of  God's  people  have  more  devo- 
•  way  in  their  (hop?,  than  others  have  in  their 
\  and  while  walking  in  the  ftreets,  or  working 
ields,  than  others  have  when  praying  on  their 

They  have  ilri&er  communion  with  God  this 
.  IV.  T  way 
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way  at  their  common  tables,  than  othera  have  at,*  c 
munion  table. 

A  fecond  fecret  Duty  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  reading  oj 

Scriptures  and  other  good  books*  • 

This  is  a  duty  necefliry  every  day,  but  efpeci 

on  the  Lord's  day :  It  is  the  chara&er  of  the  bte 

man,  that  "  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Li 

and  he  meditates  therein  both  day  and  night,'1  PfiJ 

This  fliould  be  particularly  verified  of  us  oh  the  S 

bath.     Read  the  word,  that  you  may  be  taught  % 

to  believe  of  God,  what  duties  you  owe  to  Sod,4; 

what  fins  you  are  guilty  of  againft  him.     Who  N 

fet  forth  the  excellency  and  nfefulnefs  of  it  ?  'It  i*  agl 

to  difcover  our  fpots,  a  lamp  to  guide  tis  in  the'di 

a  fire  to  warm  our  cold  arTedions,  a  magazine  to  ft 

ply  us  with  armour  againft  our  fpiritual  enemies.   Ii 

a  phyfic  garden,  wherein  grow  alt  forts  of  medtor 

herbs  for  our  fpiritual  maladies :  The  promffar  <4t9 

fragrant  flowers  and  fpices  in  this  garden  f  bettor 

take  many  a  pleafant  walk  among  thefe  bedsrf  fpk 

It  is  an  apothecary's  fhop,  out  of  which  we  v  may Jn 

eye-falve  for  our  blindnefs,  fovereign  cordials  in  aUH 

foul  diftrefles.     David  found  this  to  his  fweet  -eifM 

race,  Pfai.  cxtx.  50.  a  This  is  my  comfort  in  myaffl 

tion,  for  thy  word  hath  quickned  me."    Here  are  fi 

able  cordials  for  all  our  various  cafes,  be  it  defertl 

temptation,  poverty,  ficknefs,  reproach,  persecution,  I 

Here  are  the  waters  of  the  fandtuary  for  cleanfing 

from  our  pollutions  :   Here  is  the  heavenly  rain, 

making  foft  and  tender  our  hard  hearts.     The  fcriptu 

are  both  food  and  phyfic  to  our  fouls ;  here  is  meat 

ftrong  men,  and  milk  for  babes.     i€  The  two  Teftame 

(as  Auguftine  faith)  arc  the  two  breads  which,  we  m 

fuck  for  fpiritual  nourishment"      And  there  is  n< 

©f  God's  children  that  will  call  them  dry  breads  or  eo 

ty  cifterns ;  tl  ey  have  often  afforded  them  llrengih,  a* 

ri  foment,  Kght,  life,  and  comfort :  O  how  highly  b* 

God's  people  in  all  ages  prized  God's  holy  word,  a 

the  liberty  of  reading  it!  It  hath  been  "fweet  as  honey 

their  tafte."    I  have  read  of  one,  who  being  a  prifonc* 

a  dark  dungeon,  when  light  was  allowed  him  for  a  (h< 

til 
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time  to  take  his  meat,  he  would  take  his  Bible,  and  read 
a  portion  of  it,  faying,  "  He  could  eat  without  light, 
bat  he  could  not  read  without  it."  i  am  p?rfuadcd 
dfcTC  is  nobr  tier  way  in  this  world  for  improving  the 
faculty  of  fight,  land  benefit  of  light,  than  by  reading 
Ac  word  of  God.  So  far  as  time  can  allow  yvu  upon 
die  Sabbath,  I  judge  it  very  profitable  to  read  other 
gopd  books  alfo*  fiu-h  a*  our  ConfeiEon  of  Faith,  Vin- 
tanVCatechifm,  Vincent  on  the  iaft  judgment.  Guth- 
rirt  trial  of.  a  faying  inteieil  in  Chrift,  Allan's-  Alarm, 
Baxter'*  C*U  to?the  Unconverted,  Pearfe'6  Preparation 
for  Death,  Fox's  Time  and  the  end  of  Time,  Doolitrle's 
Gall  to  d  laying  dinners,  Baxter's  Siints  everlafting 
Reft,  his  Poor  Man's  Family-book,  Gray's  Sermons, 
RafclV  Toueh  ftone  of  Sincerity,  his  Saint  indeed^ 
Mead's  almoft  Chriftian,  the  Treatifes  of  Doolittle, 
Campbell  and  Henry  upon  the  Sacrament,  Rurher- 
foord's  Letters,  the  Fulfilling  of  the  Scriptures,  Clark's 
Mirtyrology,  .  Beard's  Theatre  of  God's  Judgments. 
Thefe^  and  fudv  like  books,  next  to  the  HoJy  Bible,  I 
Rcommend  to  the  perufal  of  all  private  Clujftians,  as 
bebgeafy  and  plain  to  common  capacities,  and  fome 
rf  the  rrioft  generally  ufeful,  inftrufcting,  awakening, 
fcttUfearching,  and  heart  warming  pieces,  that  I  have 
feea  among  human  writings,  and  which  have  bee$ 
Mcffed  to  the  edification  of  many  thoufands. 

4  third  fecret  Duty  ofithe  Lord*s  Dey%  is  meditation  ufxm 
divine  fubjefts. 

This  duty  is  proper  every  day,  much  more  on  the 
Sabbath,  which  is  fcqueftrated  for  divine  employments, 
h  is  the  charafter  of  the  blefled  man,  that  "  he  medit- 
ates fir  God's  law  day  and  night,"  Pfal.  i  2.  It  is  an 
tfrfnl  antf  neceflary  duty  •,  it  excites  the  affecTions,  and 
^pSckeds  the  grates ;  it  itrengthens  faith,  Pfal.  cxix.  92. 
«%Hiriihcth  hope,  and  inflames  our  love  \  deep  mufing 
*iakefc  the  fire  to  burn;  Meditation  is  a  great' help  to 
^cry  duty,  Pfal.  cxix.  59.  It  helps  to  read  and  hear 
tie  word  aright,  and  to  know  the  truths  thereof  pradti- 
Ca%  3  it  helps  to  pray,  and  yields  matter  to  the  tongue, 
Ta  Pfal. 
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Pfol,  *lv.  1.     It  prompt?  us  to  confefe  fin.  and  mom 
for  it,  Hal.  li.  3. 

Be-perfuaded  then  to  engage  your  hearts  to  this  at* 
ceflary  but  much  negle&ed  duty ;  for,  though  it  be  moft 
ufeful  and  profitable,  yet  I  know  no  duty  mora  flight 
and  forgotten.     The  beft  of  God's  people  hate  cptrif 
to  lament  this  mod  bitterly  before  the  Lprd :  Who  as 
fay  with  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  97.  "  O  how  love  Lthy 
law,  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day."  As  for  tbegtte* 
rality  of  the  world,  they  have  no  fenfe  of  the  ehlga* 
tion  of  this  duty  upon  their  fpirits ;  they  live  without 
thinking,  and  that  proves  their  ruin.     O  !    if  fiaaari 
Would  retire  from  company,  and  fpend  fome  little  time 
now  and  then  in  fecret  thinking,  it  would,  through  dxj 
Meffing  of  God,  work  fome  change  in  them*     Iremfffti 
ber  a  pafiage  I  have  read  of  a  dying  father,  that  eo  bin 
death- bed  left  it  as  a  charge  upon  his  only  fon,  who  wa* 
a  great  prodigal,  "  That  he  (hould  fpend  a  quarter  of  aa 
hour  every  day  in  retired  thinking  ;"  and,  to  c&cpnrap 
him  to  undertake  it,  he  gave  him  liberty  to  choofe  any 
fubjedfc  he  pleafed.     The  fon  thinks  this  an  eafy  tafrt 
and  engages  to  do  it ;  and  accordingly  fets  himfelf  to 
perform  his  promife :   One  day  he  thinks  on  his  bypaft 
pleafures,  another  day  he  contrives  his  future  delights  5 
After  a  while,  he  begins  to  reafon  with  himfelf  what 
was  his  father's  defign  in  laying  this  talk  upon  him  i  ** 
length  he  thin'u  Iiis  father  was  a  wife  and  good  man, 
and  therefore  intended  and  hoped  that,  among  the  r*ft 
of  his  meditations,  he  would  fome  time  or  other  think 
of  religion.     When  this  had  truly  pofleft  his  thoughts, 
one  thought  and  queftion  comes  upon  the  back  of  aO°~ 
ther,  about  his  by  pad  life  and  future  (late,  that  he  could 
not  contain  himfelf  in  fo  fhort  a  confinement  as  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  but  was  that  night  without  fleep ;  yc^i 
and  afterwards  could  have  no  reft,  till  he  became  leri* 
oufly  religious. 

O  carelefs  finner,  if  you  think  it  too  much  to  fpew 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  every  day,  I  would  beg  it  of  y°x 
to  fpend  a  quarter  of  an  hour  every  Lord's  day  in  retlf 
ed  thinking  upon  fome  fpiritual  fubjeft  :  Who  kiio^ 
vrhat  it  might  produce  ?  Do  you  fay  that  this  is  a  h^rl 
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r*fc*  WiU  it  W  be.  ftr  forde*  fgly  in  fall  a  whplf 
eternity  thinking  pn  your  hypaft  Cftlly,  wh?n  there  U 
nQ  remedy ? .O  filing  will  you  pcrtfh  for  want. of 
tftfeking?. 

$ej no*  fared  #  th«  difficulty  qf  it  ^  for  though  at 
Aift  tbi*  duty  fcem  hard,  and  corrupt  nature  (bew  w«- 
faff  le^it*  ye<  pr«?f$  yquj  he*rt  to  it,  *nd  afwwds  y°>U 
flwll  gqd  if  pleaftn* :  Though  it  he  difficult  tp  climb 
tfefc  Hums*  qf  ropdiWwn,  yefc  when  qnee  we  get  tip, 
*ne  will  be  lead?  tq  fay  wi(b  Peter,  an  the  ipgant  pf 
r«P«fif  VOTtiQO, «*  It  is  |p)od  far  us  fo  hp  here,"     Pwd 

fftuq^  « <W  "  My  m?<hfrtjQn  af  him  fhtfl  he  fwect," 

Pft|.  Qiy,  3^/  IV  mqre  w«  meditate  on.  God,  tji$ 
fyrejfce?  *e.  will  find  bim  :  Yep,  fQ  faecfe  did  he  find 
tfrf  duty,  th#  be  fpent  whqle  dajs,  in  it,  PfaJ  qxix^, 
Wf|*  W  if  the  day  had  been  tpq  little,  He.  hprrqya  9  p^t 
9f  m*  night  top,  Pfal.  l»ii-  <>• 

Oiyttf.  "  Ma3 1  (feme  %,}  Qur  minds  are.  barren  of 
gotf  thpught*" 

^w^f  I.  If  ypu  would  aeeufton*  ypurfelYes.  wore  tp 
the  duty,  ypu  \70uld  have  lefs  grpund  pf  complaint  this 
w&y.  Z.  Whep  yopr  hearts  are  barren,  there  are  two 
*»bj<?#*  yPV  wn  never  eshauft;  Fi*  your  thoughts. 
IJJOn  any  QI10  Qf  them,  vis.  God's  mercies  to  jrou,  and 
pour  fin*  agpinft  him.  The  Pfalmift  acknowledges 
hem  both  tp  bet  innumerable,  in  the  fame  pfahp,  Pfal* 
El.  5.  ta. 

4&$l*  Wba*  fubje^Js  pf  meditation  arc  mnft  proper 
Fcr  the  Sabbath-day  ? 

4vf*  Natural  things  may  be  fpi?ituali?ed,  and.  com? 
■noil  things  may  afford  us  groupd  for  fpiritual  inftrue- 
twns,  if  w«  bad  our  eyes  epljghtene.d,  and  minds  (pin* 
tvally  exercifed,.  But  it  is  6t  that  on  the  Sabh3th»  we 
<&w>fe  thofe  fubje&s  pf  meditation  that  are  rnoft  edify* 
inj,  and  moft  fuitablc  to  the  great  ends,  of  tjic  day.  In 
general,  we  ought  this  day  to  think  upon  Gpd,  upon 

©wfeWesj  and  upon  eternity*    But,  more  particularly, 
h  Meditate  upon  the  gaodnefs  of  Cod :   Both  thrt 
whkh  is  common,  and  manifefted  to  ypu  in  his  works 
of  creation  and  providence*  and  that  which  is  fpecial  and 
fiftingnifliingj  difcoyeied  to  ypu  above  others.     That 

thii 
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this  i*  a  fu'tahle  fuhjecl:  for  the  Sabbath,  is  cleaf  to  toy 
that  rcaHs  tie  xci».  fjfolm  with  it-*  t»  le.  

1    Think  upon  hU  corr.mon  goodnefs  to  us,  refrm        - 
fe:.ted  in  that  p:ca?  fooling  glafs  of  the  creation;     He=^s 
hath  n-adir  the  word  a  commodious  habitation  for  tis^^ 
arched  it  over  with  the  befpangied  henv^ns,  and  floor 
ed  it  with  the  folid  earth.     He  hath  fet  up  great  KghtpiHS 
in  it  for  our  accommodation  :  He  hath  placed  a  taber- 
nacle for  the  fun,  at  a  due  diftance  from  the  earth  an  ~ 
the  upper  heavens,  to  enlighten  the  (tars  above  and  1 
Hvtn  the  rarth  below.     And,  that  we  might  neither  1 
ftarved  with  cold,  nor  burnt  up  uith  heat,  he  gives  u^K  s 
the  clouds  as  f*ns  to  fcreen  us  from  the  fcorchirig  heai^,  ""=, 
and  as  dfterns  to  water  the  parched  ground  :  He  give^p  -* 
us  the  wind  to  purify  the  air,  the  fea  to  be  a  pond  fbiK~  «t 
fifti,  the  Valleys  to  be  granaries  for  corn,  the  mountainflr   wii 
to  be  a  treafure  of  minerals,  the  rivers  to  be  as  vein*  tc»  =0* 
carry  refrefhment  to  rv.ry  part  of  the  earth;     Let 
admire  both  the  goodnek  and  wifdom  of  God  tiiiplayi 
in  his  wondeiful  work?,  Pfal.  civ.  24      4C  O  JLftra,  \ 
manifold  are  thy  works  !  in  wifdom  haft  thou  rna'd^  -Cste 
them  all :  The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches."    The  Hatf^A 
mift  alfo  faith,  '*  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  6^^  <*' 
God,"  PfaL  xix.  1.  and  indeed  we  may  look  up  afl^X^1 
read  it  in  thefe  Alining  capital  letters  of  fun,  morn,  an*-^*31 
ftars.     His  being  is  legible  in  their  exiftence;  his  win*  M^ 
dom  in  their  frame  ;  his  power  in  their  motion ;  VS  ^^h 
goodnefs  in  their  ufefulnefs,  and^his  faithfulnefs  in  theiz  ^>  J5 
continuance.     The  book  of  nature,  as  well  as  the  fcripry  -ff"-1 
tureF,  (hews  much  of  God  to  us.     "  This  book  (as  onerx^x 
faith)  confifts  of  three  leaves,  heaven,  earth,  and  fea-^  ^^: 
the  creatures  therein  are  fo  many  letters  whereby  vh^^~  % 
may  fpell  out  the  attributes  of  God :  Some  whereof  am*  ^~? 
capital  letters,  and  more  legible  than  others.     Man  is     *^  J* 
capital  letter  on  earth,  the  fun  in  the  heavens,  and  tir^^* 
whale  in  the  fea." 

Again,  we  ought  to  meditate  upon  his  goodnefs  man  ^^  jj* 
fefted  in  his  works  of  providence/    He  hath  curiouE"^  J*7 
formed  us  in  the  womb,  and  carefully  watched  over  *^      tf* 
therein.     He  preferved  us  feveral  months  in  that  dac^  -^** 
cell,  without  air  or  breath.    He  brought  us  fafe  out  ~      ,°' 
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ad  prefently  thereafter  provided  two  bottles  to  fuf- 
U89  and  ever  Gnce  hath  fuccoured  us  in  diftrefr,  ref- 
L us  from  danger,  fupplied  us  in  wants;  yea,  he 

fet  us  at  his  own  table,  and  made  us  live  upon  hip 

A£U  xvii.  28.  He  hath  given  us  all  the  creatures 
itir  ufe  and  fervice.  yeaf  the  mod  glorious  of  them ; 
uigcls  are  our  nuniftering  fpirits,  thp  lower  Ravens 
:  to  give,  us  breathy  the  middle  heavens  to  give  us 

.and  heat,  and  the  higheft-  heave  \s  afford  us  a 
ling  place.  The  fun  (bines,  the  fire  burns,  the 
I  blows,  and  the  water  flows ;  nay,  all  the  creatures 
t  work,  both  day  and  night,  and  all  for  the  fervice 
poor  worm  of  fix  foot  long, 
a  friend  give  us  our  bread  for  a  month  or  two,  we 
:  ourfelve;  much  bound  to  him ;  but  how  much 
\  behold  *n  are  we  to  God,  who  keeps  an  open  free 

for  us  all  the  days  of  the  year,  and  all  the  years  of 
ife,  and  even  to  us  when  enemies  to  him  i  Behold, 

who  have  their  mouths  opened  wide  again  ft  God, 
ercifully  puts  bread  in  their  mouths.  How  great 
yl'9  goodnefs  to  us  !  an  I,  how  great  is  our  mgntU 
to  him !  I  know  not  which  of  them  we  (hould 

wonder  at.  God  gives  us  peace,  money,  health 
wealth  \  but,  in  lead  of  ferving  him  therewith,  ma- 
ier  them  up  in  a  facrifice  to  the  devil  and  bafe 
.  according  to  Hof.  ii.  8.  God  gives  fome  folk 
gth,  and  they  wade  it  among  harlots ;  to  others 
ijt  and  they  wafte  it  in  drunkennefs  and  prodigaii- 
o  others  power,  and  they  waite  it  in  oppreffioi ; 
iers  honour,  and  they  abufe  it  to  pride  and  vain- 
.  Many  make  ufe  of  the  mercies  of  God  as  darts 
oot  again  t  the  heavens*  they  pervert  and  mifap- 
bem  for  dilhonour  ng  God,  wounding  Chrift,  and 
ing  the  Spirit ;  f >x  debiuching  their  bodies,  damn* 
heir  fouls,  aud  dalhing  bota  table*  of  the  la«  in 
:s  before  Gc.d's  face.  And  yet,  even  while  they 
toing  fo,  God  is  guirdin^  them  by  his  providence, 
Feeding  them  \0f  fyu  boun  y.  *'  O  that  men  woaid 
e  die  Lord  for  his  goo.mels,  and  tor  his  wander U I 
a,"  to  luch  undefcrving  and  iH  d.ferving  creature! 
ought  this  day  to  "  triumph  in  the  worjes  of  hig 

hands," 


*«6 
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hint*?  according  to  ttM.  *di.  5.  and  cfy*  tiMr6;«Mfc 

is  man  that  thdu  aft  mhidful  af  hito  f*'   !'  ":"  ■   '    '*  *'«•  | 

a.  Meditate  this  day  upon  God's  TpfcchU  ftidififttt-r 
guifhfag  goodheft  t6us  beyond  bAetr, 'Boft  WtHjW1 
Fpeft  to  fiwrl  and  body*.  He  bath  not  ddWTmw: 
nation  lis  with  tis.  Both  out  national  land  rtid^aTMP'' 
ties  are  fingular,  and  cnight  this  day  "W  be  feiiiflftf  ^,ai 
by  us.  Hath  not  God  deliteitdfnanyofyociftttm< 
when  fcflfe  dangerous  accidtnt,  or  violent  Rctteft^ 
ihrjrttnlhg  to  break  the  Aender  twrg  of  life,  alritb^ 
yotrfall  into  the  grave,  and  into  hell  both' a* '***?■; 
M  he  not  mercifully  recovered  you,  and  grittr*^ 
further  fpace  and  place  for  repentance.         -1      T'v  -1" 

Hath  not  God  long  preferred  this  tend  from  ft*;  ft* 
mine,  fword  and  peftilenee,  and  fuch  ceftrtfyhtg  judg- 
ments as  have  been  making  havock  in  drfter  rm:orts  > 
bout  us,  laving  heaps  upon  heaps  ?  He  h^th  mercifully 
removed  that  dearth  and  fcarcity  wliefctfftfc  we  tfttt 
almoft  eonfumed  forr  e  years  ago,  when  the  poor  fwocis- 
ed  in  the  ftreetF,  and  fainted  in  the  highways  for  u  *ft 
of  bread.  God  hath  fecured  out  li*e?t  liberties  MM  c- 
flates  from  rapine  and  violence,  arid  lengthened  out  our 
peace  and  tranquility,  when  other  narioriVhave  been 
mrned  into  a  feat  of  war  and  fea  of  b!o6d.    **■  :    .     ^ 

Cotifidcr  the  gcodnefs  of  God  to  us  this  dty  AAHlfe''  I 
are  not  among  the  Jew's  or  pagans  On  the  fcatfrlt,'1  thjft    I 
never  heard  the  news  of  Chrill ;  cr  among ^therrflrfhtij^"' 
in  helf,  who  ate  beyond  tie  reach  of "tUt  dftcrtf1*- 
thrift.     Let  us  a!fo  blefs  God,  that  we  live  notUtttWr 
the  Old  Teftamcnt  times,  but  under  the  New  y  rm\dtJ 
dcr  that  darker  and  harfher  difpenfation  of  the  coverftift  \ 
by  Mofes,  whofe  firfl  miracle  was  the  ••  turning  tff 
water  intob'ood  ;'  But  under  the  clearer  and  tweeter* 
difpehfatioh  of  tlie  Mefliah,  whofe  fittt  rnirabJe  wfc*  tKfe 
*'  turning  of  Water  into  wine,*  that  cheats  the  heirtttf ' 
man  ;  and  hath  mercifully  freed  us  from  the  heaVyjdkfc5"" 
of  Levitical  facrifices  and  ceremonies.  ■' *  " 

Let  us  a!fo  tMs  day  thankfully  remember "  Gntft 
goodnefs  in  delivering  us  from  the  yoke  of  Arttlchrrftr- 
an  tyranny,  popery,  idolatry,  and  perfecution,  and  fre- 
quently blafting  the  hellilh  plots  and  contrivances  of 

our 
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our  epetn^s  igriaft  the  gofpel  and  Pioteftant  religion, 

Mid  preferring  us  (rem  being  invaded  la  our  continences, 

or  flit  off. (row  die  wells  of  falvatioa,  and  barred  from 

^/piiftgf  pf  .orduiaxicefl,  and  having  our  teachers  mur- 

d^Qfg  on  dWF^.tato  corners.  JLet  us  blefs  God,  that  we 

haYfir$f  jxflcepblc  enjoyment  of  pure  ordinance!  under 

*NyW&fl$  W1  °£  RW>teftant  rnagiftrates,  and  are  allowed 

to^m  )Sq<1  according  to  our  confeiences*  to  read  the 

feig^in^ur  own  tongue,  and  examine  the  doctrines  deli* 

tetyd  ip  u*ny  this  rule ;  and  that  we  are  not  under  the 

tyrann,Tof  Moody  papifts,  forced  to  hide  or  burri  our  bU 

Wei,  to  bow  to  ftocjes  and  (tones;  or  otherwife  in  hazard 

•urfetves  to  be  burnt  in  fires,  or  banifhed  our  dative  land. 

Let  us  Mcfs  God  that  we  live  in  a  land  of  light,  "  * 

valley  of  vinoa,"  while  others  about  us fl  fit  in  darkneft, 

antf  in  the  region  of  the  (hadow  of  death  ;w  and  that  he 

sllpwp  u$  fuch  rich  gofpel  feafts,  while  others  are  vifi- 

te4rwjth  deanoefs  of  teeth,  and  a  famine  of  the  word  of 

Gfljfc  Xhat  every  Sabbath-day  there  is  a  free  market 

tffrace  publicly  proclaimed  in  our  ears,  whilft  others 

oajpy  Went  Sabbaths )  yea,  though  we  have  flighted  his 

Joa^ocC^  ami  lathed  the  manna  and  honey-comb,  his 

mjgcnijs  renewed  and  continued  with  us.     "  What 

M  we  render  u.nto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  to- 

%wdsusr 

)CL  Another  fubje&  of  meditation  upon  the  Lord's 
fhyjs  the.  work  of  man's  redemption  this  day  completed 
by  CbjriiWs  refurrc&ion. 

ThU  is  a  fubje£k  the  angels  are  dill  prying  into  ;  and 
toffol  not  we  much  more,  who  are  the  perfons  imme- 
diately concerned  i  Chrift  never  teftified  fuch  love  to 
them,  he  never  forgave  them  one  (in,  he  never  (hed  one 
drop. of  blood  for  them  ;  and  flail  not  we,  for  whom 
Ik  poured  out  dreams  of  blood,  and  to  whom  he  hath 
foigivcn.  ten  thoufand  talents,  be  employed  in  prying 
into  This  myfery  I 

i«  Meditate  upon  the  fpring  of  this  work,  God's  infi- 
nite-free lovp,  that  moved  him  to  pity  loft  mankind, 
*jd  contrive  a  way  to  redeem  him j  when,  in  the  mean 
"n*,  he  patfed  by  a  world  of  fallen  angels,  who  were 
the  elder  brothers  by  creation,  hid  a  more  natural  claim 
Vol.  IV.  U  to 
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to  the  inheritance,  and  might  have  been  far  m 
viceable  to  their  maker  than  we :  Yet,  behold,  I 
not  one  word  of  their  redemption,  no  facrifice  pi 
for  them ;  there  is  not  one  devil  foared,  not  qo< 
die  thoufands  of  fallen  angels  recovered ;  God  p 
ly  took  vengeance  on  them  all :  But  O  how  < 
bowels  yearn,  his  heart  pity  and  his  eye  fpare  jm 
len  man  in  his  miferable  condition  !  Indeed.  h< 
Adam  out  of  prardife,  but  it  was  a  wonder  he 
him  not  prefently  out  of  the  world  into  hell,  wl 
had  a  little  before  plunged  far  more  excellent  cr« 
than  Adam  was.  Chrift  took  not  on  him  the 
of  angels,  but  he  was  content  to  clothe  himfel 
the  rags  of  human  fiefh,  that  he  might  become  c 
viour.     O  glorious  iucomprehenuble  love  ! 

2.  Think  upon  the  wife  contrivance  of  our  n 
tion.  It  would  have  eternally  nonplufled  the  > 
of  angels,  to  find  out  a  method  how  to  Satisfy 
juftice*  and  fecure  man's  happinefs  both  at  one* 
to  fave  the  life  of  the  law-breaker,  and  yet  maint 
honour  of  the  Law  maker :  But  here's  a  way  to  4 
here's  a  device  for  reconciling  juftice  and  mere 
fatisfying  both  their  demands.  Sin  is  feverely.  pu 
as  juftice  required  \  and  yet  the  (inner  is.  pardoc 
as  mercy  pleaded.  It  would  never  have  entci 
thoughts  of  angels,  that  God  would  have  parte 
his  Son  and  their  Lord,  to  die  a  curfed  death  i 
worms  \  it  would  have  been  blafphemy  for  any  I 
thought  or  fpoken  it.  Though  fallen  man  migl 
had  the  liberty  to  chufe  any  way  of  redemption  h 
fed,  he  could  never  have  propofed  this.  Indeed, 
he  had  been  peri(hing,  he  might  have  cried,  O  I 
God  have  mercy  on  us  >  but  who  would  have  f; 
Son  of  God,  come  make  thyfelf  a  man,  come  die 
fed  death,  come  fufler  hell's  pains  for  me  '?  This 
device  bred  only  in  the  brealt  of  the  eternal! 
God,  for,  had  he  waited  till  men  or  angels  hac 
fed  a  way  for  our  redemption,  we  had  been 
able  to  all  eternity.  But  what  do  I  fpeak!  th< 
ders  of  man's  redemption  can  never  be  told :  H 
large  fubjedt  for  meditation  and  admiration,  tl 
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never  be  exhaufted  by  men  or  anjrels  to  all  eternity. 
Let  this  work  be  the  delight  of  our  fouls,  efpecially  on 
the  Lord's  day.  O  believers,  think  much  this  day  up- 
on the  love  of  your  Redeemer;  remember  what  he  hath 
done,  and.  fu  Acred  for  you ;  con  fid  er  how  much  he  hath 
'given  and  forgiven  to  you  ;  view  what  he  hath  laid  out 
fend  laid  up  for  you;  think  what  he  hath  performed 
and  promiled  to  you ;  and  fo  you  will  not  want  matter 
qF  meditation. 

III.  Another  fubjeQ  of  meditation  on  the  Lord's  day 
h  our  ftate,  and  here  we  may  take  a  view  of  man's 
fpir&ld  ftate.  1.  What  he  once  was  in  a  ftate  of  iri- 
nocency.  3.  What  he  now  is  m  a  ftate  of  nature. 
3.  What  he  may  be  in  a  ftate  of  grace.  4.  What  he 
(hall  be  in  a  ftate  of  glory. 

0  (inner,  retire  this  day  and  think  on  your  mifery. 
If  thou  be  yet  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  thou  art  without 
God  and  without  Chrift  in  the  world,  thou  fleepeft  and 
valkeft  in  danger  of  hell;  thou  Heft  (till  under  the 
heavy  load  of  unpardoned  guilt,  there  is  not  one  of 
'all  the  numberlefs  millions  of  your  fins  forgiven,  and 
they  are  heavier  than  ten  thouiand  milftones  hung:  a- 
boot  your  neck ;  for  every  one  of  them  hath  the  fear* 
fid  curfes  of  the  law  hanging  at  them  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  thou  lieft  on  the  very  brink  of  the  fiery  furnace, 
like  a  mail  fleeping  on  the  top  of  the  maft  in  time  of  a 
farm ;  there  is  but  one  ftep  betwixt  thee  and  eternal 
death,  nothing  but  a  rotten  thread  of  life  keeps  thee 
from  dropping  into  everlafting  burnings.  Thou  know- 
eft  not,  when  thou  rifeft  in  the  morning,  but  ere  night 
thou  mayeft  make  thy  bed  in  hell ;  and  when  thou  lieft 
down,  thou  canft  not  tell  but  thou  (halt  wake  in  the 
lames ;  all  the  men  in  the  world,  nay  all  the  angels  in 
.  heaven,  cannot  allure  thee  of  the  contrary.  O  what  a 
doleful  condition  is  this,  to  be  always  in  a  ftate  of 
damnation,  not  fure  to  be  one  hour  out  of  hell !  A 
.ferjous  meditation  upon  your  natural  ftate,  O  (inner, 
ought  caufe  your  heart  ot  ftone  to  tremble. 

But  haft  thou  any  happinefs  while  thou  art  on  this 

fide  of  hell  ?  No  furely,  for  your  belt  worldly  com. 

.  torts  and  enjoyments  are  accurfed  to  you  :  "  Thou  art 

U  2  curfed 


j£4  Gftts  Dutia  reoinfiu 

eurfed  in  the  city,  eurfe d  in  the  field,  curded  m  Af  bat 
ket  and  thy  (lore,  eurfed  in  rhe  fruit  of  tby  body,  aid 
in  the  fruit  cf  thy  pro  and,"  Deut  xiviii.  1 5.     Nay*** 
very  bit  cf  bread  thou  eateft,  the  curfs  of  God  goo 
"down  with  it.     All  your  bleifings  turn  into  curfes,  aid 
your  n»ercies  into  judgments ;  "  your  tabic  n  a  fharefo 
you,  the  word  is  the  favour  of  death,"  and  the  fair* 
mentsarefeals  of  condemnation  to  you.  The  beftaAiow 
you  perform  are  but  an  abomination  to  God ;  tbey  bring 
the  more  guilt  upon  ycur  head,  and  treafurfc  up  the 
more  wrath  againft  ycu.     Bitter  you  had  perifted  in 
infancy  than  continue  to  live  in  a  Chriftlefs  ftate  1  for* 
the  longer  you  live,  ftill  the  more  miferable  you  m% 
For  every  day,  every  night,  every  hour  jou  Eve,  yaa 
heat  the  furnace  hotter  by  your  new  a&ions,  which 
are  all  fins,  even  the  very  beft  of  them.     O  is  this  ft 
ftate  to  be  continued  in  ?  Canft  thou  ly  down  contents  ' 
edly  to  fleep  another  night  in  this  condition  ?  God  for- 
bid that  thou  live  and  die  in  this  ftate ;  for,  if  .dm 
doft,  thou  wilt  rife  in  the  fame  condition  at  the  Wl 
day.    Nay,  your  ftate  then  will  be  more  dreadful  tbaB 
ever,  for  then  thou  wilt  fee  above  thee  the  judge  ftown* 
ing,  beneath  thee  hell  gaping,  within  thee  ccmfcieuc* 
gnawing,  without  thee  the  world  burning ;  on  the  right 
hand  your  (ins  accufing,  on  the  left  band  the  de*8f 
terrifying,  the  good  angels  keeping  thee  out  of  h0*> 
ven,  and  the  evil  angels  pulling  thee  down  to  hell.      Q 
poor  Chriftlefs  foul,  continue  to  think  on  this  fubj^* 
till  your  heart  begin  to  melt,  your  eyes  to  weep,  ^^ 
your  tongue  to  cry,  «  O  what  (hall  1  do  to  be  faved  \      ? 
that  I  knew  where  to  find  Chrift  :  O  to  be  found      '"? 
him !  1  would  give  ten  thoufand  worlds  to  be  fure  of  tf^1* 
it  will  be  terrible  if  death  or^a  tribunal  find  me  befe**^ 
be  found  in  him."   Is  it  not  worth  your  while  to  (p&  ^ 
fome  time  upon  this  foul  concerning  fubjefl  ?  Hath  r^* 
God  given  you  reafon  for  this  very  end,  and  will  f^ 
not  exercife  it  ?  can  you  think  to  be  faved  otherwu^^ 
Do  you  expert  that  God  will  carry  you  to  heaven  li^6 
a  (tone,  or  fave  ycu  without  or  againft  thy  wilP-Dtar * 
the  world  and  your  bodies  deferve  to  be  remembr^ 
the  whole  day,  or  whole  week  cr  year  throughout 
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tiA  ddth  not  God  and  your  foul  deferve  to  be  thought 
m  one  day  in  the  week,  or  one  hour  of  the  day  ?  Say 
atofc  that  you  have  no  fpare  time  for  this  work  ;  for,  if 
ytta  wflt  fpare  none  of  your  own  time  for  it,  I  befeeclt 
yon  to  fpend  Cod's  time  well  this  way*  Is  it  rtot  bet- 
Hf  to  fpertd  fome  part  of  the  Sabbath  in  thinking  upon 
yfer  feu?*  ftate,  than  ki  thinking  upon  the  world? 
Spiritual  things,  alas  !  trouble  you  little  on  week- 
mfe,  *nd  why  fhould  worldly  things  intrude  upon 

2*  Think  upon  your  happinefs,  if  you  be  in  a  ftate 
rf  grace,  andinChrift;  you  are  delivered  from  fin's 
guilt,  from  fetan's  fetter s,  from  the  law's  curfes,  from 
'eath's  fting,  and  hell'9  terror.  Thou  haft  now  peace 
pith  God;  jufttce  itfelf  is  thy  friend;  all  thy  enjoy- 
bentt  are  fweetned  by  ChrifTs  love  ;  all  your  affli&ions 
fcxifijfied  by  his  blood.  God  himfelf  is  your  God, 
©w  Father,  your  Friend,  your  Portion  j  yea,  all  things 
**eyour?i 

IV.  Death  is  a 'proper  fubjeft  to  be  meditated  upon 
til  the  Sabbath  day  ;  for,  in  the  xcii.  Pfalm,  wherein 
be  exerctfes  of  the  Sabbath  are  defcribed,  God  calls 
Tid  teaches  us  to  confider  our  latter  end.  Firft,  the 
rid  of  the  workers  of  iniquity,  who,  though  they  fpring 
lP  *•  g**^  and  lourifh  for  a  feafon,  (hall  yet  in  the 
*id  be  deftroyed  for  ever,  ver.  7.  9.  And  again,  the 
atter  end  of  the  godly,  whofe  horn,  though  it  be  abafed 
o  the  duft  for  a  while,  yet  in  the  end,  fhall  be  exalted. 
t  is  one  principal  work  of  ministers  this  day,  to  be 
'Toclaimers  cf  mortality,  and  remembrancers  or  death, 
Ccording  to  Ifa.  xl.  6.  7.  8.  *  So  then  k  is  our  duty 
%ery  Sabbath  to  have  ferious  thoughts  of  dsath.  Think 
*ith  yourfeives,  What  if  this  be  the  laft  Sabbath  that 
>ct  1  will  fee  on  earth  ?  I  may  be  called  to  die,  before 

be  called  to  hear  another  offer  of  Chrift.  Have  I 
Kten  the  gofpel  fummon3  this  Sabbath,  to  come  and 
enfaace  Ghrift*  or  to  fur  render  my  heart  to  him  ? 
i^ttiat  if  I  get  a  fummons  by  death  to  come  and  ap- 
*«r  before  him  before  the,  next  Sabbath  i  this  I  cad- 
■«t  fit.  Death  is  a  bold  mciTenger,  he  cannot  be  de- 
orccd ;  when  he  comes  and  takes  a  man  by  the  throat, 

the 
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the  proudeft,  flouted,  and  ftrongeft  in  the  world,  mult 
go,  whether  willing  or  unwilling,  all  is  one.  There 
are  many  in  the  world,  at  the  church,  in  health  thia 
fSabbath,  who  will  be  on  a  death-bed,  or  in  eternity,  the 
next ;  and,  why  may  not  I  be  one  of  them  ? 

Think  ferioufly  upon  your  latter  end :   Think  wfiat 
will  be  your  cafe  in  a  parting  hour,  where  you  will  tab 
up  your  lodging,  whether  in  Abraham's  bofom,  or  in 
the  devil's  arms  ?  "  O  what  will  be  my  thoughts,  wljcn 
I  am  taking  my  la  (I  look  of  hufband,  wife,  chiTdrfri> 
and  relations  ?    What  will  be  my  cordial,  when  tfce 
world  fails,  when  friends  are  weeping  about  my  bled, 
when  my  fenfes  are  lofing  their  office,  my  heart  and 
eye- firings  are  breaking,  and  all  turning  dim  and  dark 
about  me  ?   O,  what  if  my  fleepy  conference  avafe 
then,  and  my  old  buried  (ins  revive  and  fall  on  me,   *° 
tear  me  in  pieces  ?"     O  what  will  Chrifllefe  Goners  ^° 
in  that  hour,  when  there  is  but  one  fingle  ftep  betv^T^ 
their  departing  fouls  and  the  ftate  of  devils  ?   O  i*F.? 
fearful  to  die  in  your  fins,  aR  it  is  threatened,  John  ^U** 
34.    "  If  ye  believe  not  that  1  am  he,  ye  (hall  die?    m 
your  fins."      O  better  die  in  a  dungeon,  among  to^s 
and  ferpents,  than  die  in  ycur  fin6 ;  for  thefe  are    £&' 
pents  that  never  leave  flinging,  and  will  fatten  fo  u,^900 
thee,  as  never  to  part  with  thee  again  ;  they  will  go  t0 
the  grave  with  thee  as  thy  companions,  to  a  tribiX  °^ 
with  thee  as  thy  accufers,  and  to  hell  with  thee  as    *ty 
tormentors.      O  it  is  terrible  to  die  cut  of  Chrift,  &*n& 
without  fight  of  an  intereft  in  him  ;  to  make  a  leaj>  ,0 
the  dark  over  a  bottomlefs  gulf,  not  knowing  wrVcK 
ycur  feet  may  light ;  or  to  launch  into  the  great  oc^afl 
of  eternity,  without  fight  of  a  landing  place  for  y«?u* 
foul.      O  how  will  the  poor  foul  (hrink  back  into  the 
body  in  fuch  a  cafe,  when  it  begins  to  awaken  out  of  tts 
dream,  and  look  out  into  another  world,  faying,  "  H^ 
iiia)I  I  venture  forth,  where  I  fee  nothing  but  darkn^** 
and  horror,  or  a  flaming  fword  ready  to  meet  me  ?** 

Think  upon  the  continual  hazard  you  arc  in  of  death"  '• 
its  arrows  are  flying  thick  about  you,  and  many  a*"* 
falling  flain  on  every  hand  of  ycu  j  and  God  knows  b*** 
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crt  dart  may  hit  thee :  And  what  if  thou  be  an* 
ired,  and  hell  follow  the  pale  horfe  ? 
fink  upon  the  fottifh  ftupidity  of  many,  who  though 
(land  tottering  day  and  night  upon  the  brink  both 
>e  grave  and  hell,  yet  can  fpend  whole  weeks,  ye* 
he,  without  a  ferious  thought  of  eternity  i  Yea* 
e  houfe  of  mourning,  and  in  the  light  of  the  dead,* 
can  think,  talk,  jeft  and  laugh,  and  never  have  one 
\  thought  or  word  about  their  latter  end.  Foolifh 
ti  are  rightly  compared  to  a  company  of  blind 
dancing  about  tbe  mouth  of  a  very  deep  pit,  which 
do  not  perceive,. nor  hear  the  groans  of  thofe  who 
i-'the  bottom  of  it :  Now  and  then  "one  drops  in, 
;Ill  the  reft  continue  the  dance*     This  day  a  fwearfcr 

and  tumbles  into  hell ;  the  next  a  drunkard,  the 
a  whoremonger :  But  dill  their  companions  in  fin 
1  in  their  mad  career,  till  they  drop  in  top. 
link  what  a  fearful  furprife  death  is  to  many  care- 
inners ;  it  lights  upon  them  like  a  falcon  out  of 
ir  $  they  mud  flit,  and  they  were  not  thinking  on 
hey  have  their  lodging  to  feck,  and  they  know  not 
re*  O  it  is  fad  to  be  turned  out  of  the  clay  taber- 
»*and  to  be  put  to  knock,  and  cry,  "  Lodging,  ledg- 
er God's  fake ;"  and  yet  get  no  other  anfwer  but  a 
%  or,  "  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not  !"  What 
1  have  we  to  pray,  "  Lord,  Let  us  not  have  our 
t  to  do,  when  our  day  is  done;  our  weapons  to  feek 
a  the  enemy  is  at  the  gates ;  our  oil  to  buy,  when 
narket  is  ended,  and  the  bridegroom  come." 
hink  alfo  upon  the  happinefs  of  a  dying  believer, 

can  go  forth  half  way  and  meet  death,  and  bid  it 
:ome,  as  a  friend.  Death  ends  his  forrow,  and  be- 
his  joy.  It  is  an  outlet  to  mifery,  and  an  inlet  to 
>inefs ;  it  frees  him  of  his  greateft  grievance  in  the 
id,  that  is  fin.  .As  fin  was  the  womb  that  brought 
1  death,  fo  death  is  the  tomb  that  buries  fin  ;  thus 
I  in  his  wifdom,  caults  the  daughter  to  deftroy  the 
bet ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  death  is  put  in  the  be- 
rr*s  inventory  of  goods,  1  Cor.  iii.  22.  "  Death  is 
rs.w  It  is  their  Father's  fervant  fent  to  carry  them 
ie  to  their  Fathers  houfe  >  a  palace  all  befpingled 
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with  liuht,  where  they  (hall  (igh  no  more,  and,  which 
is  infinitely  better,  where  they  (hall  fin  no  more  faff 
ever.  They  thai  I  be  troubled  no  more  with  an  9t  hart, 
nor  a  tempting  devil ;  they  (hall  complain  no  mare  of 
darknefe,  and  diftance  from  God ;  bat  (hall  fpend  • 
whole  eternity  in  praifes,  doxologies,  hofannas,  and 
hallelujahs  to  God  and  the  Limb.  Think  on  the  bleb-, 
ed  change,  O  believer,  that  death  will  make  in  thy  eta- 
cumftances  ere  long.  It  will  tranfport  thee  from  a  cot- 
tage to  a  palacr,  from  a  wildernefs  to  Canaan,  from  a 
ftormy  fea  to  a  fafe  (hore,  from  a  vile  dunghiU  to  a 
glorious  city,  a  city  whofe  walls  and  foundations  are  of 
precious  (tones,  its  ftreets  of  gold,  and  its  gates  of  pearl  \ 
whofe  light  is  the  Lamb,  and  whofe  temple  ia  God- 
Haft  thou  not  caufe  then  to  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  has  provided  this  city  for  thee,  and  found  out  a 
way  to  k  ;  who  by  his  death  has  unftinged  death,  and 
by  his  blood  has  paved  a  way  through  its  dark  valley 
for  thee  to  walk  in,  and  fear  no  ill  ?  O  believer,  fear 
not  though  the  trance  be  fomewhat  dark,  the  paflage  » 
fafe,  and  the  end  is  light ;  the  day  is  (hort  betwixt  thee 
and  home,  'tis  but  wink  and  fee  God. 

Lcfiljy  Think  often  how  hoHly  and  fpiritually  you 
will  wi(h  you  had  fpent  this  day,  when  you  come  to  a 
death-bed,  and  death  and  eternity  begin  to  ftare  you 
clofcly  in  the  face.  You  will  then  begin  to  wiih,  O 
that  I  had  fpent  more  of  my  time,  and  efpecially  of  the  . 
Lord's  day,  in  meditation  and  prayer !  O  if  God  would 
try  rce  again,  how  ferious  and  diligent  would  I  be ! 
Confider,  on  the  other  hand,  what  a  phrafant  death-bed 
the  righteous  will  have,  who  havs  fpent  the  Sabbath 
leligioufly  !  what  fatisfadion  they  will  have  in  the  re- 
view thereof !  and  what  comfort  in  the  profpeft  of  an 
everlalting  Sabbath  above,  to  which  they  are  haftcning ! 
They  will  be  rejoicing  when  others  about  them  are 
weeping ;  they  will  be  fmiling  when  their  cye-ftringa 
are  breaking,  and  inward  ftrength  falling.  They  will 
be  longing  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  bed  of  all.  It  - 
was  a  choice  faying  of  one  near  death,  "  My  head  is  in 
heaven,  my  heart  is  in  heaven,  it  is  but  one  ftep  more, 
*nd  I  (hall  be  all  in  heaven."     And  mufl  not  the  latter 

end 
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end  df  fi/eh  be1  peaceable  and  pleafant  ?  Many  doubt- 
lHs  wffl|'  Balaam,  would  wi(h  to  die  their  dearh,  how- 
etttfliAity  like  their  life ;  many;  like  that  young  man, 
whoTaiff  to  hit  loofe  companion  (after  they  had  vitited 
holy  Atobrofe  on  hk  death-bed,  and  faw  how  cheer- 
tally  be  wad  triumphing  over  approaching  death)  "  O 
tbaflinlgnYHvie  with  thee,  and  die  with  Ambrofe!* 
Bftt  if  is  rain  to' think  to  dine  with  fatan  and  lufts  in 
tHfc  w6fW,  and  hereafter  to  fup  with  Abraham,  If  wc 
and  Jacolj'iti  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ; s*  for  whatfoever 
a'rtfin  fotfeth,  that  fhall  be  alfo  reap,"  Gal.  vi.  7. 

■*V?  Another  fiibjecl:  of  meditation  on  the  Sabbath-day; 
is  the  feiht's  everlafting  feft  and  employment  in  heaven. 
YW  are  cilled  this  day  to  have  frequent  thoughts  of 
it, 'fincfe  Ac  Sabbath  is  an  emblem  thereof,  and  ferves 
ttf  k&£  Win  mind  of  it.  Take  care  rhen,  O  believer, 
to  fpend  every  Sabbath  in  the  view  of  heaven,  and  five, 
etoy  Saobath  as  it  were  to  be  your  laft,  and  behave 
tins  day  fes  One  that  believes  you  may  be  in  heaven 
beisft  th&  nd±t  Lord's  da*y,  celebrating  an  eternal  Safc- 
tatfc.  *'*:  J    ■;,  "  •        • 

Let  your  worfhip  this  day  below,  put  you  in  mind 
of  tfifcfirftftfe  '#£rfect  worfhip  above,  where  you  (hall  fee 
hiftf  who'rb  you  worfhip,  and  enjoy  immediate  commu- 
nkta  with  hirh.  O  the  difference  betwixt  that  worfhip 
thcre>  and /ours  here,  is  gre.it !  There  is  no  wearinefs 
there  in  bebutfHng  God,  no  wanderings  nor  excurfions 
o(  Mt^Sttfibm  God,  no  inclinations  there  to  droufi- 
nefs' ot  flfe^in  Worfhip,  no  dull  or  low  conceptions  of 
God,  no  deadmrfs  of  heart  or  frame-,  their  harps  ar6 
neter  o%t  of  tune,  their  hearts  are  always  up,  and  fit 
for  the  tigh.  pfraifes  of  God.  There  is  no  note  lower 
there  than*  Glofy  to  God  in  the  highsft ;"  every  faint 
fings  his  hallelujahs  On  the  high  eft  key,  and  all  of  them 
joiriaharrilon?oufly  in  the  work  of  praifing  God  with 
orfe  heart  and  foul.  Are  congregational  aflemblies  of 
faints'  fb  pleafant  on  earth,  efprcialiy  when  they  jointly 
anil  meiddtoufly  fing  God's  praife  ?  O  what  will  it  be 
then,  when  they  all  meet  above  in  that  great  "  generat 
affirtftbty  tof'th'4  church  of  the  firll  born,"  together  with 
rjie  n  innumerable  company  of  angels/'  arid  there  with" 
.  Vcl.  IV.  X  one 
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one  heart  £ftd  voice  fing  God's  praifes  ?  How  raviftwq 
will  it  be,  to  hear  that  eternal  mufic  of  the  bride 
chamber,  that  fweet  melody  of  the  church  triumphaai 
where  there  is  no  jarring  firing,  no  difplealing  found 
no  difcord  between  heart  and  tongue,  no  willows  thcr 
to  hang  their  harps  upon,  no  bad  news  to  be  heard,  s 
fad  fight  to  be  feen,  no  evil  to  be  felt  or  feared  to  t 
eternity.  Poor  difcouraged  believers,  are  ye  nowtrw 
bled  with  ill  hearts  and  vain  thoughts  ?  Are  ye  plague 
with  wandering  and  wearying  hearts  in  duty  ? » Thd 
complaints  ere  long  (hall  be  taken  out  of  your  month 
read  Eph.  v.  27.  the  church  above  "  hath  neither  fpc 
nor  wrinkle."  Once  the  glorified  faints  faces  were  1 
black  and  wrinkled  as  yours,  but  now  they  have  none 
Once  their  hearts  were  as  bad  as  yours,  but  now  die 
are  as  fixed  "  pillars  in  the  temple  of  God,  they  go  I 
more  out." 

Take  a  view  this  day,  by  faith,  of  the  glorious  cou 
pany  above,  behold  Chrift  upon  his  white  throne,  E*i 
with  his  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  and  all  the  fatthf 
ones  in  Abraham's  bofom  :  How  glot ioufly  do  th< 
ftiine  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father !  The  fun  is 
very  glorious  creature,  but  it  would  be  ufelefs  there, 
would  not  be  feen  for  the  brightness  of  the  Lamb  $  nt 
every  faint  {hall  be  as  glorious  as  that  fun*  Who  o 
tell  die  happinefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  whe 
every  head  wears  a  royal  crown,  every  hand  a  palm 
vi&ory,  every  eye  overflows  with  joy,  and  every  tone 
with  fongs  of  praife  ?  O  believer,  think  with  yourlc 
what  a  difference  there  is  betwixt  your  (late  and  then 
"  Oh,  1  am  fighing,  they  are  finging ;  I  am  finnii 
they  are  ferving  God 5  I  am  groaning  out  my  complain 
they  are  trumpeting  forth  God's  praife ;  I  am  in  dai 
nefs,  and  cannot  fee  God  ;  they  dwell  in  light,  and  I 
him  face  to  face.  O  my  Lord,  mull  I  ftay  behir 
when  they  are  going  ?  Muft  I  ly  groaning  and  fighi 
here,  while  they  are  triumphing  above,  and  dividi 
the  fpoil  >  My  Lord  is  gone  and  left  the  earth,  and  < 
tered  into  his  glory  ;  my  brethren  and  friends  are  go 
to  their  bleffed  reft,  and  muft  I  wander  in  the  wild 
neft,  abfent  from  home,  far  diftant  from  my  Fatl 
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•lid  toij  God  ?  Shall  I  be  fatisfied  in  this  ftate  i  No,  I 
will  look  after,  them  with  a  longing  eye  *  I'll  ly  knocking 
at  the  gate  till  God  open  to  let  me  in  ;  I'll  ftill  pant, 
breathe,  and  cry,  O  Lord,  how  long  !  How  is  my  pil- 
grimage prolonged  !  How  am  I  detained  in  this  valley 
of  tears,  wandering  in  the  dark,  and  can  fcarce  get  any 
fight  of  Canaan  !  When  (hall  the  days  of  my  banifh- 
'merit  be  finifhed,  that  I  may  get  home  to  my  country 
ind  friends  above  ?  O  when  (hall  I  (it  at  the  fountain* 
head,  and  drink  plentifully  of  the  living  dreams  that 
make  glad  the  city  of  God  ?" 

0  believer,  rejoice  in  the  forethoughts  of  that  day, 

when  thou  (halt  meet  with  thy  Father  and  thy  brethren, 

ind  when  thou  (halt  fee  thy  elder  Brother  on  the  throne 

'cady  to  pafs  fentence  in  tny  favours.      O  how  fweet 

*iU'it  be,  when  he  is  frowning  and  thundering  again  ft 

the  wicked,  to  fee  him  turn  and  fmile  on  thee  as  thy 

Redeemer  •   O  what  love  will  be  in  his  looks  !    what 

melody  will  that  fentence  found  in  thy  ears,  "  Come, 

J*m  blefled  of  my  Father !"  &c.      How  ravifhing  a  fur- 

P'ift,  O  believers,  will  it  be  to  meet  with  your  godly 

"Ccjtiatntances,  with  whom  ye  prayed,  praifed,  and  con- 

J^rfcd  here  '    O  then,  may  yc  rejoice  together  and  fay, 

1*his  voice  of  joy  we  now  hear,  is  not  like  our  old 
8**Oang  and  complaints,  nor  like  the  oaths,  curies,  and 
reproaches  our  ears  were  grated  with  on  earth.  What 
j*  become  of  our  hard  hearts,  our  worldly  unbelieving 
•Jl^rts?  Where  are  all  our  lulls,  corruptions,  tenta- 
"**>na  and  burdens  now  ?  What  is  become  of  a  body  of 
^ath,  indwelling  fin  that  lay  fo  long  on  us  a  dead 
^^ight  ?  What  is  become  of  the  church's  enemies  we 
^tten  complained  of?"  Ol  thefe  are  all  gone,  they 
'ball  trouble  you  no  more  *  you  (hall  triumph  over  them, 
**  Ifrael  did  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Red  fea,  when 
*hey  faw  the  Egyptians  drowned  and  lying  dead  upon 
*he  Chore :  Thefe  Egyptians,  O  believer,  whom  thou 
<>nce  faweft  to  thy  great  vexation  and  trouble,  "  thou 
tbalt  fee  them  again  no  more/' 

1  might  mention  many  other  fubje£U  of  meditation 
proper  for  the  Sabbath  -,  fuch  as  the  evil  of  fin,  the 
Vanity  of  the  world,  the  worth  of  the  foul,  the  fuflfer- 
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ings  of  Chrift,  the  lad  judgment,  *nd  many  other 
which  the  fermons  you  hear  that  day  will  bring  to  yo* 
remembrance:  But,  fearing  that  I  have  been  tooted 
ous  already  upon  this  head,  I  mud  pals  there,  and  pic 
ceed  to  another  private  duty  neceflary  on  the  Lord 
day,  which  is, 

IV.  SclfcexaminattQn* 
This  duty  is  near  of  kin  to  the  former,  it  being 
fort  of  reflexive  meditation,  the  mind  turns  inward  an 
Communes  with  itfelf,  according  to  Pfal.  iv,  4.  It  : 
absolutely  neceffary  that  we  ihouid  take  fottie  time  t 
commune  with  ourfelves,  and  afk  what  we  are,  wh; 
we  have  been,  and  what  we  have  done,  Jer.  viit.  < 
And  16  not  the  Sabbath  a  fit  time  for  this  duty,  whe 
we  retire  from  the  noife  of  the  world,  and  are  not  di 
turbed  with  fecular  affairs  ?  This  ie  a  moft  importai 
duty,  and  nearly  concerns  our  eternal  well-being;  h 
yet  it  is  a  duty  very  much  negle&ed.  Many  have  fin 
fifty  or  fixty  years  in  the  world,  that  never  fpent  01 
hour  in  communing  with  their  own  hearts  :  There  * 
many  going  out  of  the  world,  who  never  yet  began  i 
enquire  why  they  came  into  it,  and  never  yet  aftcd  tl 
queftion  at  their  fouls,  Are  you  to  flit  hence,  or  to 
here  for  ever  ?  Why  came  you  hither,  and  where  a 
you  to  lodge  when  you  go  hence  ?  Many  live  ia 
crowd  of  worldly  bufinefs,  are  hurried  from  one  thii 
to  another,  leap  out  of  their  beds  to  the  world  in  t! 
morning,  and  from  the  world  to  their  beds  again 
night,  and  fo  never  find  one  minute  on  the  week  .da 
to  take  their  foul  afide  \  and  for  the  Sabbath,  thott 
they  have  time  for  it,  yet  fuch  is  their  averfion  to  ' 
work,  they  (hift  it  all  they  can,  and  avoid  meeting  w 
themfelves  ;  they  rather  converfe  with  any  in  the  woi 
than  with  their  own  hearts.  It  is  againft  felf  love  i 
carnal  eafe,  for  a  man  to  turn  his  own  accufcr.  3 
judge  :  Therefore  many  would  rather  drudge  and 
their  bodies  whole  days  and  weeks  at  the  foreft  labo 
ere  they  fpent  one  quarter  of  an  hour  at  this  exerci 
and  fo  they  live  their  whole  lives  (hangers  to  the 
felves.  We  would  think  it  ftrange  to  hear  of  two  n 
that  converted  every  day  for  fifty  or  fixty  years  fp* 
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and  yet  all  this  while  did  not  know  one  another ;  and 

yet  this  is  the  cafe  betwixt  many  and  their  fouls  \  for 
*s  long  as  they  have  lived  together,  they  aie  utterly 
unacquainted,  they  nevei  turn  inward  to  converfe  with 
themfelves,  they  have  no  ferious  thoughts  about  their 

(  own  ftate  or  condition.  It  is  faid  of  the  rich  man  in 
the  parable,  Luke  xvi.  that  "  in  hell  he  lift  up  his 
eyes,"  as  if  he  had  never  considered  nor  bethought  hirn- 
felf  till  that  time ;  and  indeed  it  is  the  want  of  retired 

.  confideration,  and  people's  ferious  bethinking  of  theT- 
ftlfes,  that  is  the  ruin  of  many  thoufands,  O  then,  re- 
folve  in  God' 8  ftrength,  that,  in  fpite  of  the  devil  and 
your  own  corruption,  you  and  your  fouls  (hall  have  a 
meeting,  and  live  no  longer  afunder  ;  that  ye  will  imi- 
tate David,  Pfal.  cxix.  59.  "  I  thought  on  my  ways, 
«d  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  teftimonies."  Seeing  then 
you  have  free  time  for  this  duty  on  the  Lord's  day, 
&ke  your  fouls  afide,  and  enquire  into  their  ftate ;  fay, 

*  0  my  foul,  where  art  thou  ?  Art  thou  under  a  cove- 
nant of  works,  or  a  covenant  of  grace  ?  Doll  thou, 
belong  to  Chrift'a  family  or  the  devil's  ?    Art  thou  in 

.  the  narrow  or  broad  way  ?  Suppofe  I  fhould  die  this 
night,  (for  God  knows  if  ever  i  (hall  fee  the  morrow's 
%ht)  what  hope  will  I  have  in  a  dying  hour  ?  Where 
W»H  death  land  me  ?  Whether  with  God  in  heaven,  or 
»ith  devils  in  hell  ?  Would  Chrift  fmile  on  me  in  the 
<k*k  valley,  or  be  my  Advocate  at  Gcd's  bar  ?  Is  there 
any  faving  change  yet  wrought  on  my  heart  and  life 
W  a  work  of  converiion  ?  God  forbid  I  undergo  my 
ptatand  final  change  till  this  happy  change  be  wrought. 
Can  I  fay,  I  am  not  the  man  that  once  1  was  ;  u  once 

*  Was  blind,  but  now  I  fee  V%  Study  and  enquire  into 
*h*  marks  of  the  converted  and  unconverted,  with  the 
pcateft  ferioufnefs  and  anxiety  of  foul,  Und  fee  which 
°f  them  you  can  apply  to  yourfclf ;  cry,  that  God  may 
°I*n  a  window  in  your  breaii,  to  let  you  fee  into  your 
°*n  heart,  and  foul's  ftate  \  and,  whatever  you  be  de- 
J*l*ed  in,  beg  it  of  him,  that  he  may  not  luffcr  you  to 
■te  deceived  in  this  momentous  point,  where  your  foul 
*ftd  your  all  is  at  the  flake.  And,  if  you  tind  yourfelf 
10  *  bad  ftate,  "  give  no  reft  to  your  eyes,  no  dumber 

to 
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to  year  eve-lid  ,w  till,  in  God's  ftrength,  you  Tefolve  tH 
a  thorough  change. 

La/lly,  It  is  incumbent  on  every  private  Chriftian  00 
the  Lord's  day,  to  practife  the  works  of  charity  aw 
mercy,  both  to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men.  Stud; 
to  promote  the  edification  of  others  by  good  counfels 
tnftruAions,  admonitions,  and  reproofs.  Comfort  th< 
affiled,  fupply  thofe  that  are  in  (traits,  vifit  the  fid 
and  thofe  that  are  in  mifery.  Thefe  are  proper  dune 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  God  is  highly  pleafed  with  thein 
James  i.  27.  If  we  praQife  thefe  duties  confcienttomTy 
we  may  both  do  good  and  get  good ;  we  may  both  gift 
direction  and  comfort  to  the  diftrefied,  and  receive  in 
ftruftion  and  comfort  to  ourfelves :  Though  we  mt] 
not  enquire  at  the  dead,  yet  we  may  learn  many  whole 
some  lessons  from  the  dying.  And  would  to  God  ma 
both  the  perfons  vifiting  and  visited  were  moire  fpiritua 
in  their  converfe  than  ordinarily  they  are !  for  the 
this  duty  would  be  found  very  edifying  and  profitable 
But  if,  when  we  vifit  the  tick  this  day,  we  spend  th 
time  in  worldly  difcourfe,  and  not  for  the  fpirttual  ad 
vantage  of  the  fick,  and  others  prefent,  we  profane  th 
Sabbath,  inftead  of  fan&ifying  it. 

Do  we  fee  fome  oppreffed  by  continual  flumberin 
and  fleeping,  when  death  is  fuppofed  to  be  near,  fo  ths 
they  cannot  think  on  their  everlafting  ftate  ?  Let  th; 
teach  us  to  remember  our  latter  end.  and  awake  on 
fouls  to  their  work,  while  we  are  in  health. 

Do  we  fee  others  troubled  with  ravings  ?  let  it  teac 
us  to  employ  our  reafon  for  our  fouls  advantage  whil 
we  have  the  ufc  of  ir. 

Do  we  fee  fome  fadly  difcompofed  with  extreme  pain 
and  agonies  ?  let  it  mind  us  to  difpatch  our  work  whil 
health  and  eafe  remain  with  us. 

Do  we  obferve  their  fight  failing,  tongue  faulterinf 
or  hearing  growing  worle  ?  O  let  this  teach  us  t 
"  make  a  covenant  with  our  eyes,"  and  turn  thci 
u  away  from  beholding  vanity;"  to  ufe  out  tongue 
for  God's  glory,  and  beware  of  abufing  them  now 
while  we  have  the  ufe  of  them  ;  and  to  employ  our  ear 
for  hearing  fpirttual  inftruttions,  while  they  are  in  cafi 
for  it. 

DIRECTION 
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DIRECTION    III. 

Concerning  the  Special  Order \  Method  and  Manner ',  where* 
in  the  Duties  of  the  Sabbath  are  to  be  performed. 

THE  Lord  requires  us,  not  only  to  take  heed  to  the 
matter  of  our  duties,  but  alfo  to  the  manner  of 
them ;  not  only  to  do  what  is  good,  but  to  do  it  well. 
As  we  mud  feek  God  in  due  ordinances,  fo  we  mud 
feck  him  in  a  due  order,  i.  Chron.  xv.  1 3.  Very  much 
depends  upon  the  circumftances  of  our  a&ions,  there- 
fore we  mud  look  narrowly  to  them. 

That  we  may  take  a  view  of  the  fan&ification  of  the 
Sabbath  complexly,  and  the  order  and  circumftances  of 
the  duties  therein  required  j  there  are  three  things  to  be 
considered : 

1.  What  is  requifite  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  Sab- 
bath, before  it  come. 

2.  What  is  requifite  in  performing  the  duties  of  the 
Sabbath  when  it  is  come. 

3.  What  is  requifite  at  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  or 
when  the  work  thereof  is  over. 

I.  Concerning  our  Preparation  for  the  Sabbath. 

AS  to  the  firft,  that  it  is  needful  to  prepare  for  the 
Sabbath,  cannot  be  denied,  if  we  confider  the  word  r<r- 
memier  prefixed  to  the  commandment,  "  Remember 
the  Sabbath  to  keep  it  holy."  We  muft  remember  it 
before  it  come,  fo  as  to  provide  for  it.  Mofes  calls  the 
people,  Exod.  xvi.  23.  to  mind  that  "  to-morrow  is  the 
reft  of  the  holy  Sabbath." 

Again,  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  Sabbath- 
work,  and  our  unfitness  for  it,  preparation  for  it  will  be 
found  wry  needful.  We  are  called  this  day  to  make 
folemn  and  near  approaches  to  that  God,  who  is  a  glo- 
rious Spirit,  and  to  hold  communion  with  him  who  is 
infinitely  holy ;  and  is  it  not  very  neceffary  that  we,  who 
are  naturally  carnal,  and  much  involved  in  worldly 
bufinefs  through  the  week,  (hould  endeavour  to  abitradt 
ma  thoughts  from  earthly  things,  that  we  may  draw 
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nigh  to  fo  great  a  God  upon  this  holy  day  ?  For  holy 
performances  God  requires  us  to  make  holy  prepara- 
tions j  and  therefore  David  faith,  Pfal  xxvi.  6.  "  I  will 
wa(h  mine  hands  in  innocency,  fo  (hall  1  compafe  thine 
altar,  O  Lord.''  The  mariner  that  intendech  a  voyage, 
he  not  only  prov:des  his  tack:ing,  but  he  is  careful  be* 
fore  he  fail,  to  put  his  (hip  off  from  the  land,  that  he 
may  catch  the  firft  fair  wind.  In  like  manner,  Chrif- 
tian,  if  thcu  wouldft  launch  heavenwards  upon  a  Lord's 
day,  be  concerned  to  get  the  veflel  of  thy  heart  put  off 
from  the  earth  on  the  evening  before. 

Wert  thou  a  perfon  of  great  quality  and  eft  ate,  and 
the  king  ihould  fend  thee  word  that  he  would  dine  with 
thee  to-morrow,  thou  wouldft  make  preparation  for 
his  entertainment  the  day  before,  by  cleanfing  the 
houfe,  and  putting  all  things  in  order,  fuitable  to  the 
dignity  of  fo  great  a  prince.  Now,  when  King  JESUS 
gives  thee  notice  before  hand,  that  on  fuch  a  day  he  is 
to  fup  with  thee,  wilt  thou  not  teftify  thy  refpecl  to  fo 
great  a  potentate,  by  making  preparation  tor  him? 
When  Chrift  prepares  a  table  for  thee  in  the  gofpel, 
and  furnifhes  it  with  all  the  dainties  of  heaven,  pardon, 
peace,  love,  grace,  and  eternal  life  j  (houldft  thou  not 
empty  thy  ftomach,  clean fe  thy  heart,  adorn  thy  foul, 
and  make  ready  to  feaft  with  thy  Redeemer  ?  At  this 
gofpel  table  ethers  fit  and  feed,  their  fouls  are  filled 
with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  and  their  mouths  praife  the 
Lord  with  joyful  lips -,  but  alas  !  many  have  no  jfto- 
mach ;  they  can  eat  little,  and  favour  nothing.  Their 
itomachs  are  foul,  their  heart*  unclean  ;  the  world  fills 
their  thoughts ;  they  tafte  no  goodnefs  in  hearing,  in 
prayer,  praifes,  or  any  duty  of  God's  worlhip  :  Why? 
They  are  at  no  pains  before-hind  to  empty  their  miads 
of  the  world,  and  prepare  for  this  heavenly  fare. 

Reader,  were  1  to  counfel  thee  how  to  improve  a 
market-day,  fo  as  thou  mighttt  gain  much  wealth  and 
treafure,  1  doubt  not  but  thou  wouldll  hearken  to  me  j 
And  wilt  thou  not  regard  me,  when  1  am  to  ad  vile  thee 
how  to  fpend  die  Lord's  day,  the  market-day  for  thy 
icul,  to  as  thou  may  It  get  the  true  treafure,  even  dura- 
ble riches  and  lighteoufhefs  ?  Lay  afide  worldly  cares, 
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hi  remember,,  and  prepare  for  this  market-day,  before  it 
a-  come,  and  beg  flcill  from  God  how  to  improve  it  aright 
u  to  the  enri' hihg  of  thy  foul.  Anciently  there  were 
se  h*$  obliging  people  *o  lav  afide  t^eir  work  a"  fuch  a 
particular  hour  on  Saturday's  afternoon  that  they 
might  remember  and  pr  p«i»-e  for  the  Sabbath:  Like- 
wife  it  was  a  cuftom  in  fome  places  to  hive  public 
dmne  exercife  and  worfhip  on  the  Saturday's  even- 
up;  fo  that,  at  the  rin-ing  of  a  He.'  for  it,  people  gave 
oicr  their  wdrk,  and  rep  «ired  to  the  church  to  wor- 
kup God  *rid  hear  foraet-ung  fui  table  an  I  preparato- 
ry to  the  S  -bhdth,  I  cannot  but  commend  *lus  practice; 
l$a  good  way  to  conclude  and  (hut  up  all  the  labours 
adores  of  the  week,  mid  pubii^Jy  to  give  God  thanks 
for  profprring  the  works  of  our  hands  and  alio  to  con- 
fer and  mourn  for  t.  e  carnality  of  our  hearts,  and 
our  little  minding  of  Chrift  and  heaven  in  our  weekly 
buGnefs,  and  our  manifold  fhortxxmin^  in  our  duties 
both  to  God  and  man,  ai.d  our  forget  ing  ;.nd  not 
pra&ifing  through  the  week  the  fcrmons  we  heard  the 
preceding  Sabbath  :  Like;  wife?  it  is  a  good  way  to  t  ike 
off  our  hearts  from  the  w  rid,  and  to  compote  and 
fpiritnahze  the  thought*  for  the  work  rf  the  approach- 
iog  Sabbath  j  and  dio  to  pray  and  wreille  toget'-er  tor 
ablefling  on  the  fame,  md  for  fpecial  ailittanc*.'  to  mi- 
nifters  and  people  in  the  duties  of  the  day,  that  the  en- 
foing  Sabb  tth  may  be  one  of  the  beft  Saobaths  we  e- 
ver  hid,  and  that  it  may  be  one  of  the  days  of  heaven 
to  our  fouls. 

But  more  particularly,  the  preparation  needful  for 
the  Sabbath  confifts  in  thefe  things  ; 

1.  In  your  difpat^bing  and  or.'er  ng  your  labour  and 
buGnefs  through  the  week  with  fuch  prudence  and  fure- 
(ight  that  it  may  nowife  hinder  or  difturb  you  on  the 
Sabbath-day. 

2.  In  leaving  off  your  work  timeoufly  the  night  be- 
fore, and  going  feafonably  to  reft,  th  it  both  your  fer- 
vants  and  you  may  be  in  cafe  to  rife  early  on  Sabbath 
morning,  and  not  to  be  droufy  or  flecpy  through 
the  day.  It  is  a  great  incroachment  upon  the  Sab- 
bath that  fome  are  guilty  of,  thev  fit  up  and  work  later 
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on  Saturday's  night  than  any  other  night  of  the  week; 
thry  ly  longer  on  Sabbath  morning  than  any  other  days 
they  go  fooner  to  bed  on  Sabbath  night  than  any  other 
nighty  and  they  rife  fooner  on  Monday  morning  than 
any  other  day  of  the  week.  Now,  what  is  this  bpt  a 
grudging  God  his. due  time,  a  wearying  of  his  day,au4 
making  it  as  fliort  as  you  can,  and  feeding  to  w|iq  it,  if 
poflible,  from  off  the  Saturday's  night  and  1401141/1 
morning  ? 

Under  the  law,  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  preceding 
the  Sabbath,  was  called  "  the  day  of  preparation  for  the 
Sabbath,"  Luke  zxiii.  54.  intimating  that  it  is  oqr  duty 
to  prepare  for  the  Sabbath  before  it  come,  and  to  doit 
upon  the  day  preceding.  Likewife,  we  find  that  Ncht- 
miah  ordered  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  to  be  (hut  when  it 
began  to  be  dark  before  the  Sabbath,  Neb-  xiii  ip« 
thereby  teaching  us  timeoufly  to  give  over  our  traffic)^ 
ing  and  worldly  bufmefs  on  the  evening  before  the  lord's 
day,  and  not  to  follow  our  bufmefs  too  late,  left  oui 
thoughts  be  too  much  emba raffed  with  fecular  affair^ 
and  we  thereby  indifpofed  for  the  religious  duties-  oi 
the  enfuing  holy  day. 

"  3«  It  would  be  a  good  way  to  prepare  for  the  Lprd'f 
day,  fometimes  to  take  your  children  and  feryants  or 
the  Saturday's  night,  when  you  call  them  together  foi 
family- woifhip,  and  inftfuft  them  concerning  the  enc 
and  inftitution  of  the  Lord's  day  which  is  approaching 
and  the  nature  of  the  fervice  that  is  requifite  upon  it 
The  Lord  commends  Abraham ,  for  "  commanding  hi 
houfehold  2nd  children  after  him  to  keep  the  way  0 
the  Lord,"  Gen.  xviii.  19.  And  he  frequently  direfi 
the  Ifraelites  to  inftrudt  their  children  concerning  th 
meaning  of  their  rites  and  obfervations ;  and  particularl; 
concerning  the  paflbver,  he  faith,  Exod.  xii.  26.  27 
*'  And  it  ihall  come  to  pafs,  when  your  children  fhal 
fay  unto  ycu,  Whst  mean  ycu  by  this  fervice  ?  that  y 
fli-11  fay,  It  is  the  iacrificc  ot  the  Lord's  paffover,  whi 
paffed  ever  the  houfes  of  the  children  of  ifrael  in  Egypt 
when  he  Fmote  the  Egyptians,"  &c  ho,  in  like  manner 
concerning  the  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  day,  you  fhouh 
tell  )our  families,  "  The  day  of  facred  reft,  now  ap 
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^teaching,  i$  a  ifce'thdtfal  of  Good's  wonder ful  love  to  u$> 

that  tfhen  *fc  wUtfe  ldft  and  undone  by  Gn,  curfed  by 

die  dfrihe  la*,  send  excluded  out  of  God's  reft,  our 

Ltfd  'Jefu*  Chtift  undertook  a  great  work  fbt  us  to 

make  up  our  peace,  become  our  furety,  and  bear  the 

etffe  and  tfratn  due^  to  us 5  and  when  he  had  fo  done, 

*fld  tinifhed  hi*  Work  of  redemption,  he,  on  the  firft  day 

of  Ae  *eek,  entered  into  his  reft  by  his  refunfcdJion, 

[    ind  thereby  made  known  to  us  that  we  fliould  keep  this 

1    day  as  i  day  of  holy  reft  to  him,  in  remembrance  of  his 

[    jjjtariotfs  work,  and  as  a  pledge  of  our  celebrating  an 

I.    flrertafting  Sabbath  with  him  above,  in  admiring  his 

fcte,  ind  firiging  his  praife  :   And  therefore  let  us  make 

Mafcte  preparation  for  this  folemn  day,  and  the  duties 

■     of  it.**    Alas!  the  omiflion  of  fuch  inftru&ions  as  thefe 

Wiyotog  perfon6,  doth  caufe  the  obfervation  of  this  day, 

wi&  many,  to  be  built  only  on  cuftom  and  example  ; 

*rid  hence  follows  the  great  negleft  of  Sabbath  fanfti- 

ncafldB,  which  is  fo  common  among  us. 

4.  If  j6H  would  prepare  for  the  Sabbath,  call  off  your 
dtoftght*  'fimeoufly  on  Saturday's  night;  from  worldy 
c^res  and  bufinefs,  that  you  may  think  on  the  great 
jfoA  of  the  approaching  day  5  and  labour  to  put  your-\ 
fclteB  in  as  folemn  and  as  ferious  a  frame,  as  if  you 
*ere  to*  die  and  ftep  into  eternity,  and  clear  counts  at 
God's  tribunal ;  or  as  if  you  were  vifiblv  to  tryft  and 
Jheet  with  God,  and  folemrily  treat  with  him  concern- 
tog  your  falvation . 

As  godfy  Nehemiah  took  care  to  (hut  the  gates  of 
Jertifalem  on  the  evening  before  the  Sabbath,  that  no 
■Hardens  might  be  carried  in  on  the  Sabbath-day;  fo 
*ecure  you  the  gates  of  your  hearts  on  the  Saturday's 
5vening,  that  no  worldly  thing  may  enter  to  difturb  you 
**i  the  performance  of  the  great  and  folemn  duties  of 
*he  Sabbath. 

S-  Look  back  on  the  bypaft  week,  and  examine  your 
*fiions  therein  as  particularly  as  you  can,  and  repent 
*fcr  all  the  fins  thereof,  whether  omiflion  or  commif- 
fi°n,  and  flee  to  the  blood  of  Chrift  to  be  cleanfed 
from  the  guilt  and  filth  of  them,  that  fo  you  may 
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be  prepared  to  appear  before  a  holy  God,  who  S  u  c 
purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity."  O  fee 
to  get  all  quarrels  through  the  week  removed,  that  yo 
may  have  a  reconciled  God  to  meet  with  upon  the  Sab 
bath. 

6.  *Study  tahave  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  wants  upo: 
your  fpirits,  that  you  may  get  fuitable  fupplies  for  then 
upon  the  Sibbath.  If  you  were  going  to  a  great  mat 
ket  next  d;»y,  you  would  be  thinking  the  night  bcfoi 
what  ycu  warned  or  needed  thereat:  The  Sabbath i 
the  great  market  day  for  your  fouls,  when  you  ma 
hear  Chrift  crying,  as  Rev.  iii.  18.  "  I  counfel  thee  t 
buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  tire,  that  thou  mayeft  b 
rich ;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayeft  be  clothed, 

7.  Think  upon  the  great  defign  of  the  Sabbath,  th 
commemoration  of  Chrift's  redeeming  love ;  and  enta 
tain  ferious  and  thankful  thoughts  of  the  goodnefec 
God  manifefted  in  the  glorious  work  of  redemption 
and  with  godly  Nehemiah,  Nch.  ix.  14.  blefs  God  fc 
giving  you  the  S..bbith,  fince  it  is  fuch  a  pleafant  an 
profitable  day  for  the  foul. 

8  Beg  earneftly  for  God's  help  to  fan£tify  the  Sal 
bath,  and  that  God  may  put  you  in  .t  fpiritual  frame  fc 
the  work  thereof,  and  that  you  may  have  grace  to  leai 
all  your  worldly  care  "  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  whi 
you  go  up  into  the  mount  tp  worfhip  God,  and  retur 
again  to  them.'!  Beg  that  the  fins  of  the  bygone  wecl 
and  the  mifimprovement  of  former  Sabbaths,  may  m 
hinder  God's  prefence  upon  the  enfuing  Sabbath.  Prs 
that  mintfters  may  be  d.re&ed  to  a  fuitable  word  f< 
your  fouls  cafe,  that  your  hearts  may  be  prepared,  yoi 
enemies  reftrained,  and  God's  ordinances  blefled,  1 
that  it  may  be  a  good  day,  "  a  day  in  God's  courts 
better  than  a  thoufand  elfe  where." 

And  then,  having  fo  ordeied  and  difpefed  matters, h 
yourfelves  down  to  fleep  in  Chriit's  arms,  and  under  h 
prote&ion,  leaving  your  hearts  in  heaven,  that  whe 
you  awake  next  morning,  you  may  be  ltill  with  Go< 
Study  to  fleep,  as  well  as  "  eat  and  drink,  to  the  glor 
of  God."     Go  to  bed  with  this  defign,  that  your  bodie 
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may  be  refreftied,  and  fitted  to  fcrve  your  fouls  in  the 
fcrvice  of  God  upon  the  enfuing  day. 

,.     II.  Concerning  the  Duties  of  the  Sabbath* 

*  

AS  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  What  things  are 
Tequifite  in  doing  the  work  of  the  Sabbath,  when  it  is 
come?  This  is  a  large  fubjeft;  I  (hall  reduce  all  I  have 
I"      to  fay  upon  it  to  three  heads  > 
I         I.  W-hat  is  neceffary  before  the  public  worfhip. 
:  a.  What  is  necelTiry  in  time  of  public  worfhip. 

j?         3.  What  is  to  be  done  after  the  public  worlhip  is  over. 
1    ■     Ab  to  the  fir/!,  take  thefe  directions ; 

I.  When  you  awake  on  Sabbath  morning,  rejoice  at 
the  approach  of  this  blefled  day :  As  the  birds  chirp  and 
fag  at  the  dawning  of  the  morning's  light,  fo  let  be- 
lievers account  the  light  of  this  day  fweet,  as  being  a  day 
°f  fignal  mercies,  a  day  of  communion  with  God,  a  day 
wherein  .the  Spirit's  dews  fall   upon   the   foul.     As 
M  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  Chrift's  day,"  John  viii.  56. 
fo   ought  you  this  morning,  faying  with  the  Pfalmilt„ 
Pfal.  cxviii.  24.  "  This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  made, 
ve  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it." 

II.  Let  your  fouls  be  breathing  forth  holy  meditations 
ar*d  ejaculations  upon  your  very  firll  awaking  :  Lift  up 
J°ur  hearts  in  thankfgiving  to  God  for  that  comfortable 
reft  and  fleep  he  hath  vouchfafed  to  you  the  night  pi(i : 
for  ««  it  is  he  that  giveth  his  beloved  fleep,"  and  who 
ren«ws  his  mercies  to  us  every  morning.  Like  wife  give 
up  and  dedicate  yourfelve$  wholly  to  God  and  his  fer- 
VjCc  this  day :  And,  betwixt  your  walking  and  rifing, 
7°u  may  have  fuch  meditations  as  thefe  :  u  O  if  I  cou:d 
fry  this  morning  with  Ifaiah,  chap.  xxvi.  9.  -*  With  my 
*°ui  have  I  defired  thee  in  the  night,  and  with  my  fpirit 
^ithin  me*  will  I  feek  thee  early  !' — Let  me  this  moili- 
ng awake  early  from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  1  Cor.  xv*  34. 
°*  that  111  Rom.  xiii.  11,  1 2.  *  It  is  high  time  to  *w»ke 
?ttftpf  fleep.  The  night  is  far  fpent,  the  diy  is  at  ha  d; 
'*^mc  calt  off  the  works  of  darknefc,  and  put  on  the 
armour  of  light."  Or,  think  on  your  awki.ig  out  >£ 
*Uc  fleep  of  death,  and  rifing  out  of  the  grave  at  %the 
*ound  of  the  laft  trumpet,  what  a  folemn  wakening  put 
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will  be  :  Or,  .think  of  God'a  gbodlnefs  to  thee,  fl^t  ftotf 
awaked  hi  life,  health  and  faffty  this  morning;  kf9 
€i  What  a  rrercy  is  it,  that  God  has  kept  my  houfe  from 
firing,  and  falling  on  my  head !  that  he  hath  chained 
tip  fatan  my  enemy,  that  he  could  neithet  hurt  not 
fright  me  in  a  vifible  manner  !  Many  have  lien:  dorfrn 
this  night  without  fleep,  and  been  full  of  toffings  tothd 
dawning  of  the  day  3  but,  blrffed  be  God,  I  fiavfc  laid 
,xne  down  in  peace,  I  have  flept  and  waked  again,  and 
my  fleep  bath  been  refrefhing.  How  would  I  value 
this  rrercy,  if  1  were  in  ficknefs,  and  could  not  get 
fleep  !  Many  hare  lien  down  and  flept,  bat  rtevet 
waked  again  in  this  world  ;  their  firft  waking  has  been 
m  eternity ;  and  O  !  how  fad,  if  it  be  in  the  &*atzs<A 
hell !  But,  O  what  (half  I  render  to  the  Lord,  that  1 
wake  again  in  the  land  of  prayer,  artd  qf  hope ;  and  up* 
pn  a  Lord's  day  morning,  wherein  I  hope  to  hear  again 
the  joyful  found,  and  fee  his  power  and  glory  in:  the 
far£tuary  ?'* 

If  it  is  a  fummer  morning,  when  the  fan  may  be  trp 
and  filming  when  thou  awaked,  then  think,  Chrift  the 
light  of  the  world  rofe  early  this  morning  from  the  dari 
grave,  wherein  he  lay  buried  for  my  fake.  €i  The  Sun 
of  rightecufnefs  was  up  this  day  before  the  natural 
fun."  Or  think,  This  is  the  day  wherein  'God  faid, 
"  Let  there  be  light,  and  it  was  fo."  Is  the  light  to  fweetj 
and  is  it  fo  plc^fant  a  thing  for  the  eyes  to  behold  the 
fun  ?  O  how  much  more  to  fee  Chrift  the  bright 
Morning-ftar  this  day  by  the  eye  of  faith,  to  fee  the  Sun 
cf  righteoufnefs  fhining  in  the  firmament  cf  gofpel«oi/. 
dmances  !  Let  me  rife  and  prepare  for  this  fight;  0 
that  my  eyes  may  be  cleared,  and  the  mote  taken  out 
of  the  eye  of  faith,  that  I  may  this  day  fee  him,  in  com- 
parifon  of  whom  the  fun  is  but  a  dark  clod  of  earth ! 
O  my  foul,  rife  from  the  earth  this  day,  get  the  moot 
under  thy  feet,  and  clothe  thyfelf  with  the  Sun  ;  dnrtf 
nigh  to  God  in  Chrift,  and  fet  thy  afTe&iorts  on  thing! 
above  5  thou  art  capable  of  communion  with  God,  dt 
net  debafe  thyfelf  in  raking  always  in  the  dung-hil 
of  this  world,  in  licking  the  dull  will  the-  ferpenr 
or  feedir.g  en  hufks  with  the  fwine,  as  if  thou  hadf 
no  higher  end  to  ferve  than  the  world.     Why   wiL 

tho- 
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thou  ly  amonjr  the  pots,  and  wallow  in  the  puddle, 

when  cryftal  (beams  are  fo  near  ?" 
Or  think,  "  How  hsppy  are  the  angels,  who  are 

exempted  from  the  neceflity  of  fkep  !  They  never  rell, 

nor  weary  of  God's  work,  but  i(  praife  him  day  and 
ni|ht."  Behold,  the  fun  never  wearies  to  fervc  his 
Creator :  How  many  thoufand  miles  has*  the  fun  travel- 
led Gncc  the  laft  night  I  went  to  reft,  that  he  mighc 
bring  the  light  of  a  new  Lord's  day  to  me,  a  pior  un- 
dtfervirtg  creature  !  And,  (liall  not  I  rife  with  chcer- 
fvloefs  to  celebrate  this  day,  and  ferve  my  God  and 
Saviour  upon  it  ?  It  is  a  mercy  the  natural  fun  is  rifen ; 
but  a  far  greater  that  the  "  Sun  of  righteoufnefs"  is 
up,  and  hath  afcended  to  his  meridian,  that  he  may  the 
tetter  diffufe  the  influences  of  light  and  heat  upon  poor 
cold  and  blind  fouls,  fuch  as  I  am  :  I  will  get  up  this 
dirf  and  ly  in  his  way  as  he  pafltth  by,  and  cry  with 
tie  Wind  man,  "  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  uoon  me.w 
Lqfily>  The  morning  fun  may  mind  thee  of  the  dan- 
gff  of  fecure  Chriftlefs  fouls.  The  fun  flione  bright 
on  Sodom  that  morning  it  was  deftroyed:  Little  did 
they  think  that  fair  morning,  that  the  clouds  would  ga- 
ther on  a  fudden,  and  drop  fire  on  their  heads  ;  neitlier 
kooweft  thou,  O  Chriftlefs  fimier,  what  a  itorm  of 
wrath  may  fall  on  thee  before  night :  Wherefore  fbc 
ptefently  out  of  the  Sodo  n  of  a  natural  ftate,  to  the 
Zoar  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs. 

III.  Rife  full  as  early  this  day  as  on  other  days*  and 
be  as  fooa  at  God's  work  this  day,  as  you  are  at  your 
otn  work  on  other  days  :  God  is  the  bed  Mailer,  his 
Wrk  t;be  fweetelt,  and  his  wa^es  the  greateil-  Yet 
alia. !  there  are  many  who  ly  long  on  the  morning  of 
the  Isold's  day,  they  are  loth  to  rife  and  fall  to  God's 
work  i  when  *hcy  rife,  they  have  no  time  for  fecret  and 
family  duties  before  the  public- worthip  :  So  that  they 
ait  either  (lightly  performed^  or  wholly  nee;le£ied.  O 
foQliOi  (inner  !    doit  thou  think  thy  worldly  bufinefs 

■  otogc  worthy  of  thy  early  tiGng,  than  thy  fpiritual  era- 
pfoy«ent?  Or,,  wilt  thou  (hew  greater  regard  to  thy 
wwgMftfr  body,  than  to  thy  gracious  God,  and  thy  pre- 
Gitytf  fott)  r  You  owe  thanks  to  God,  that  you  have  had 

the 
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the  hypatf  week  for  vour  own  affairs,  and  that  now } 
have  the  profpecl  of  another  for  them,  arid  that  G 
lets  you  fee  the  firft  flay  of  it ;  but  O  confider,  t 
your  Creator  and  Redeemer  puts  in  for  fome  time,* 
you  :  All  vour  time  is  not  your  own,  neither  is  it 
your  own  J  and?  ?  God  /lone  is  the  Author  and  I 
pofer  of  it.  Well  t\  en,  now  is  the  time,  this  is  the  < 
that  J.e  requires  :  O  let  him  have  it  wholly,  feeing 
gives  you  fix  times  a?  much  for  yourfelves.  And  grui 
him  not  the  morning  of  his  own  d  >y.  Remember  t 
premife,  Prov  vtii.  17.  "  They  that  feek  me  early  fl 
find  me."  In  the  morning  the  fpirits  are  moll  ft 
and  lively,  and  fitted  for  contemplations  and  pra] 
We  are  told,  Exod.  xvi.  13.  that  in  the  morning 
dew  and  manna  fell :  Wouldft-  thou  have  the  dew 
a  bleffing  to  fall  on  thy  foul,  and  to  make  thee  s 
watered  garden  ?  then  rife  early  to  wait  for  it.  T 
was  the  pra&ice  of  the  faints;  Job  rofe  early  and. 
f«rcd  his  facrifices,  Job.  i.  5.  David  prevented 
dawning  of  the  morning  with  his  prayers,  Pfal.  cs 
147.  Chrift  rofe  early  this  day  before  the  fun.  A 
for  what  end  did  he  rife  ?  Even  to  juftify  arid  fave 
people.  O  believers,  did  your  Saviour  rife  early  1 
morning  to  juftify  you,  and  will  you  not  rife  early  t 
day  to  glorify  him  ?  This  is  rhe  great  defign  01 . 
Sabbath.  And  the  xcii.  pfalm,  which  is  intituleS, 
fong  for  the  Sabbath-day,  faith,  "  It  is  good  to  fti 
forth  God's  loving  kindnefs  in  the  morning."  Th 
oufnefs  at  God's  work  on  this  day,  or  diligence  in 
will  not  prove  prejudicial  to  health ;  for,  fince  God  h 
pronounced  a  fpecial  bleffing  upon  the  Sabbath,  ; 
have  ground  to  expect  that  lefs  fleep,  food  and  refn 
rnent,  than  at  other  times,  will  be  bleffed  for  your  f 
port  in  his  work,  and  that  you  (hall  live  in  the  do 
thereof. 

IV.  When  you  ar£  up,  haften  to  put  on  your  clotl 
and  fpend  as  little  time  this  day  in  drefling  yourfell 
pofiible,  that  you  may  have  time  for  fecret  duties,  ; 
retired  converfe  with  God.  But,  fince  the  body  hi 
be  clothed  this  day,  let  your  thoughts  be  well  empl 
ed  in  the  time  you  are  doing  it ;  Think  on  fin,  tha*t  y 
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the  caufe  of  your  foul's  nakednefs,  and  of  your  body's 
need  of  apparel.  Remember  from  whom  jrou  have 
your  clothe?,  to  cover,  keep  warm,  and  adorn  your  bo- 
die9|  even  from  God,  it  is  his  wool  and  his  flax  *,  there- 
fore give  thanks  to  him  for  your  raiment,  as  well  as 
your  food*  And'  though  your  clothes  be  not  fo  fine  as 
you  would  wi(h,  yet  mind,  that  "  thefe  of  whom  the 
world  was  not  worthy,  wandered  about  in  (heeps  (kins 
and'  goats  flcins ;"  And,  if  you  be  not  fo  outwardly 
fplendidas  others,  feek  that  decking  which  will  "  make 
you 'all  glorious  within."  When  others  are  following 
Yam  fafliione,.  feek  ye  to  be  "  covered  with  the  robes  of 
Chris's  righteoufnefs."  And,  fince  you  are  this  d<iy  to 
nuke  a  folemn  appearance  before  God  your  heavenly 
Father,  you  muft  be  fare,  like  Jacob,  to  come  in  the 
garments  of  your  elder  Brother,  othtrwife  you  cannot 
expeft  your  Father's  blefling.  Put  no  confidence  in 
your  own  righteoufnefs ;  for  it  is  no  better  than  rags, 
oragarmenc  full  of  holes,  the  lead  whereof  is  fufficient 
to  let  in  the  curfe  of  God  upon  you.  Therefore  "  put 
on  die  Lord  Jefus,"  if  you  would  this  day  appear  be- 
fore God,  and  be  accepted  of  him  Take  care  alfo, 
that  your  bodies  this  day  be  gravely  and  decently  ap- 
parelled, and  beware  of  pride  and  vanity  this  way,  if  ye 
would  have  God  to  own  you  ;  the  adorning  which  he 
^commends,  is  not  that  "  of  platting  the  hair,  wearing 
«  gold,  and  putting  on  of  apparel,  but  the  hidden  man 
°f  the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the 
ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  which  is  in  the 
fight  of  God  of  great  price,"   i  Pet.  iii.  3.  4.      Molt 

Eople  on  the  Sabbath  are  concerned  to  adorn  their 
dies  with  their  bed  clothes  ;  but,  alas  !  who  among 
you  ig  careful  to  attire  his  foul  as  he  ought  on  this  day, 
*hcri  he  is  going  to  meet  the  bleffed  Redeemer  of  fouls, 
the  King  of  giofry  ? 

Mind  your  fouls  chiefly  this  day,  and  take  care, 
whatever  you  be  doing  about  your  bodies,  that  your 
hearts  be  employed  in  fpiritual  meditations.  Do  you 
tomb  your  head  ?  you  may  think  how  numerous  your 
fins  are  j  they  are  *'  more  than  the  hairs  of  your  head*" 
»o  that  ••  none  can  reckon  them,"  Pfal.  xl.  12.     And  td 

Vol.  IV,  Z  be 


186  How  to  Jpend  the  Morning 

be  fare,  if  you  cannot  reckon  them,  you  are  far  lefsaWe 
to  reckon  for  them.  Do  you  va(h  your  hands  ?  think 
on  the  neceflity  of  "  wafliinji  your  hands  in  innocency, 
that  fo  ye  may  com-afs  the  altar  of  God  :"  For  theft 
that  would  "  afcend  the  hill  of  God,  and  (land  in  Mi 
holy  pi  nee,  nrmft  have  clean  hands  and  pure  hearts.* 
Holinefs  both  in  heart  and  life  is  abfolutely  needful,  in 
*  order  to  our  enj eying  communion  with  God  in  ordi- 
nances* 

V.  As  foon  a*  poflibly  you  can,  retire  this  moftlin* 
for  the  duties  of  fecret  prayer,  praife,  reading  the  word, 
meditation,  and  fclf  examination*  Much  of  the  Sab* 
bath,  and  cfpectaly  the  morning  of  it,  fhould  be  fpefit 
in  pr.tifing  and  thankfgiving,  upon  account  of  Goft 
geodnefs  both  coma  on  and  fp?cial,  manifefted  in  ffcft, 
works  of  creation  and  redemption.  It  is  a  moft  neerf* 
faiy  and  proper  duty,  to  "  fhew  forth  God's  taring  kind- 
nefs  on  the  Sabbath  morning,9'  Pfal.  xcii.  2.  Thaflkt 
giving  is  the  great  end  of  the  day,  and  of  the  metric* 
of  it ;  "  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord"  ought  this  day  » 
fing;  u  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever,"  PifaL  crii.  a.  fa 
God  fent  his  Son  to  redeem  us  for  this  very  end,  that 
he  might  have  from  us  "  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his 
grace,"  Eph.  i  6  12.  14.  And  if  you  deny  him  praifei 
you  do  what  you  can  to  difappoint  him  of  the  defignof 
this  wonderful  work :  Many  ferious  fouls  think  the  Sab* 
bath  (hould  be  fpent  onlv  in  prayer,  mourning,  morti- 
fiction,  &c.  and  a! moft  wholly  negleft  the  duty  ef 
praife,  which  ought  to  be  the  principal,  and  wherewith 
God  is  beft  plea  fed.  Remember,  that  praife  is  flbt 
only  the  end  of  the  day,  but  the  end  of  your  lives ;  yeif 
the  defigri  of  all  Cod's  works :  God  made  man  the 
tongue  of  the  creation,  to  trumpet  forth  aloud  what  the 
reft  of  the  creation  do  but  filently  whifper. 

Direflions  in  performing  tbejorefaid  duties. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  further,  I  (hall  give  fome  fpecial 
advices  coikc  rning  the  duties  of  fecret  reading,  prtycfi 
and  felf  ft  arching. 

I. 


of  ike  Lord's  Day.  1 8  7 

I.  0/  reading  the  Word. 

1.  As  to  the  reading  of  God's  word,  if  you  would  do 
it  with  profit,  then,  1.  Look  up  to  God  for  his  bleffing 
upon  it :  When  you  begin,  pray  that  he  may  4i  open 
yow  eyes  to  fee  the  wonders  of  it,"  and  that  he  may 
*  Open  your  ears  and  hearts  to  hear  and  comply  with 
it  as  the  voice  of  God. 

2.  In  reading  the  word,  quicken  yourfelves  to  alt 
poffible  attention.  As  children  will  rouze  up  themfelves 
at  the  reading  of  their  father's  will,  out  of  expectation 
of  fome  portion  or  legacy  bequeathed  them  therein  by 
their  father 5  fo  ought  you  to  rouze  up  yo  uric  Ives  in 
reading  of  the  word,  in  regard  of  the  many  rich  and 
precious  legacies  which  our  Saviour  hath  bequeathed 
jo  you,  in  that  laft  will  and  teftament  of  his,  fealed  by 
m  ova  blood* 

.  3..  Read  the  word  with  holy  reverence,  as  if  Jehovah 
lpflBfetf  flood  by,  and  fpake  thefe  words  upro  you 5  for 
Kadiog  is  a  kind  of  holy  conference  with  God,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  gone  about  with  a  holy  awe 
ftd  concern.  I  do  not  mean  that  this  reverence  is  to 
fefixywn  to  the  paper  and  print,  but  the  matter  con- 
tained therein  •,  though  even  thefe,  as  the  dead  bodies 
of  faints,  ought  not  to  be  ufed  difhonourably,  as  I  have 
btapLfbrae  gracelefc  merchants  do,  by  rolling  up  their 
fapH  wares  in  leave^  of  the  bible.  Is  this  like  the  prac- 
iet  of  the  ancient  martyrs,  who  made  more  account  of 
.  leaf  of  the  bible  than  of  a  treafure  ?  And  indeed  the 
iayes  of  the  bible,  in  fome  fenfe,  are  the  field  where 
be  treafure  is  hid,  and  the  pearl  of  price  may  be  found ; 
ky  are- the  fwadliog  clothes  of  the  holy  Jefus.  And 
xrefore,  ia  the  next  place, 

4.  Have  an  eye  to  Chrift  in  every  thing  ye  read,  for 
e  is  the  end,  fcope,  and  fubftance  of  the  whole  bible, 
ad  every  thing  in  it  is  reducible  to  him* 

5.  Read  it  with  application  to  yourfelvea,  as  if  God 
poke  to  you  by  name  and  firname  in  every  line  of 
t  Read  it  as  if  it  were  a  letter  fent  ftraight  from 
taven  to  you,  to  warn  you  againft  fin,  and  to  per- 
bade  you  to  faith  and  holinefs.  Let  us  accept  of 
te  reproofs  and  admonitions  with  thankfulnefs,  and 

fay, 
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fay,  What  a  mercy  is  it  that  wc  may  read  our  Father's 
will  in  our  mother- tongue,  and  that  God  fpeaks  Bis 
mind  fo  plainly  to  up  in  his  wor  \  ? 

6.  Mark  the  fpecial  paffiges  ef  the  word,  eithfer  thefc 
that  are  mod  important  in  themfelyes,  or  molt  applica- 
ble to  you.  Mark  the  duties  injoined,  and  fins  forbid- 
den, with  the  promifes  to  the  one,  and  threatening* 
againft  the  other:  Faften  thefe  upon  your  memories, 
and  hide  them  in  your  hearts ;  meditate  on  them,  and 
pray  that  God  may  keep  them  in  your  mirids,  ready  for 
life  againft  the  time  of  need. 

II.  Of  Secret  Prayer. 

As  for  fecret  prayer,  take  thefe  dire&ions,  if  yoo 
would  fpeed  in  it. 

I.  See  that  you  be  new  creatures,  and  born  again,  if 
you  would  pray  aright.  A  child,  while  in  the  wornl^ 
cannot  cry ;  fo  no  more  can  you  cry^  Abba,  Father, 
while  in  the  womb  of  a  natural  ftate.  An  unconverted 
man's  prayers  are  not  accounted  prayers  before  God: 
The  long  prayers  which  Paul  had,  while  a  Pharifee, 
were  not  reckoned  prayer  at  all ;  but,  when  he  is  a  con* 
verted  man,  we  are  told  then,  with  a  Behold,  that  "he 
prayed,  A&s  ix.  1 1 . 

II.  Be  frequent  in  this  duty,  for  your  needs'  arcma- 
ny.  God  hath  erected  the  u  throne  of  fcrace  for  the 
time  of  need,"  Heb.  iv.  16.  And  he  hath  left  the  wore 
needs  upon  us,  that  he  may  the  oftener  hear  from  usj 
he  loves  to  hear  his  people's  voice,  and  great  need  hare 
we  to  let  him  oft  hear  it ;  for  we  have  many  lulls  to  be 
fubdued,  many  graces  to  be  ftrengthened,  many  doubts 
to  be  refplved,  and  many  grievances  to  be  redrefTcd: 
Therefore  be  frequent  in  your  addrefles  to  God.  Frc* 
quency  begets  familiarity,  and  familiarity  confidence; 
we  go  boldly  to  his  houfe,  we  often  vifit.  Eufebius  tells 
us  of  the  apoftle  James,  firnamed  the  Juft,  that  "he 
kneeled  fo  oft  and  fo  long  in  fecret  prayer,  that  Ml 
knees  became  as  callous  and  infenfible  as  a  camel's. 
And  he  tells  us  of  the  firft  Chriftian  emperor,  Conftan- 
tine  the  Great,  that  he  kneeled  very  much  in  fecret 
prayer :  And,  for  an  example  to  others,  that  lie  had  his 
•  '  image 
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Image  in  his  coins,  pidures,  and  ftatues,  reprefented  in 
(he  fame  praying  pofture,  with  his  hands  fpread  abroad, 
and  hi**  eyes  lift  up  to  heaven.  King  David  was  fre- 
quently in  this  exercife,  Pfil  lv.  1 7.  "  Evening,  morn* 
kig,  and  at  noon,  will  I  pray  and  cry  aloud."  And,  if 
that  be  not  enough,  he  fay?,  Pfal  cxbc.  164.  "  Seven 
limes  a- day  will  I  praife  thee,  becaufe  of  thy  righteous 
judgments." 

III.  Affeft  privacy  and  retirement  in  it.  Strive  to 
let  no  ear  hear  but  God's ;  for  his  ears  are  open  to  the 
mod  whifpering  prayers  that  can  be  put  up :  Not  that 
we  (hotiid  be  afhamed  of  our  duty,  but  that  we  may 
evite  mifconftru&ion,  and  hide  pride  from  our  eyes; 
for,  when  there  is  a  defirc  that  men  fhould  take  notice 
of  our  prayers,  God  takes  no  notice  of  them,  unlefs  it 
be  to  abhor  and  rejeft  thvm.  But  if  you  be  fo  circum- 
ftariced,  that  you  cannot  pray  without  being  obferved, 
yon  cannot  help  it  *,  for  it  is  better  to  hazard  the  cen- 
fure  of  others,  than  the  negleft  of  prayer :  Only  take 
care  there  be  no  oftentation  in  the  doing  of  it. 

.'  IV.  Pray  with  holy  awe  and  reverence  of  God,  be- 
fore whom  you  fift  yourfelves.  Labour  for  as  much 
devotion  and  ferioufnefs  in  prayer,  as  if  you  were  taken 
«p  and  prefented  before  God  on  his  royal  throne,  with 
millions-  of  glorious  angels  miniftering  to  him  ;  or,  as 
if  you  faw  death  and  the  grave  on  the  one  hind,  and 
heaven  and  hell  on  the  other ;  or,  as  if  you  heard  the 
faints  finging  in  heaven,  or  the  damned  roaring  in  hell. 
Do  you  not  believe  thefe  things  as  well  as  if  you  faw 
them  ?  and  why  are  you  not  as  ferious  as  if  you  did 
fee  them  ? 

-  V.  Study  to  pray  in  faith,  eying  the  power,  mercy, 
and  promife  of  God,  and  relying  upon  the  mediation 
and  righteoufnefs  oi  Jefus  Chrift ;  for  thefe  who  pray 
thus,  mail  not  feek  God  in  vain.  This  kind  of  pfayer 
is  like  Jonathan's  bow,  2  Sam.  i.  "  that  never  returns 
empty." 

VI.  Pray  with  fervency  and  importunity:  Why? 
for  ought  you  know,  this  may  be  the  lait  Sabbath  you 
may  fee,  the  lad  fermon  you  m  *y  hear,  and  the  J  ait 
prayer  you  may  put  up.     Fray  therefore  as  a  dying 

man 
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man  would  and  fhould  do.  Remember  how  fervest 
you  have  feen  fome  dying  perfons  in  prayer,  and  labour 
for  the  fame  frame  and  fervency.  Tou  (hould  leek  this 
day,  to  have  fuch  a  feeling  of  fpiritual  wants,  and  to 
have  your  bowels  fo  pinched  with  a  fenfe  thereof,  that, 
like  the  hungry  and  almoft  ftarved  beggars,  you  may 
cry  aloud  for  the  bread  of  life.  Let  your  prayers  be 
the  travail  of  your  fouls,  and  not  the  labour  of  your  lipc# 
Let  your  heart9  be  fuitably  affected  in  all  the  parts  of 
prayer ;  never  leave  confe-ffion  without  fome  forrow  for 
fin,  nor  petition  without  fome  fenfe  of  the  worth  of 
mercies,  nor  fhankfgiving  without  fome  folace  and  joy 
in  God,  the  Author  and  Fountain  of  all  our  happinefr. 
Let  your  affections  correfpond  with  your  expreffions, 
and  continue  inftant  in  prayer.  You  ought  this  day, 
hke  Sampfon,  Judg.  xvi.  to  *c  bow  yourfelves  with  all 
your  might"  in  prayer,  to  pull  down  the  pillars  of  Da* 
grin's  temple,  and  the  ftrong  holds  of  fm  in  your  foql* 
u  Lift  up  your  hearts  with  your  hands  to  God  in  tbs 
heavenF,  and  ftir  up  you rf elves  to  take  hold  of  hunt* 
Gaft  yourfelves  down  at  his  feet,  and  fay,  as  oftcea 
great  man  did  to  his  prince,  '  I  am  refolved  ne*ert0 
rife  till  I  obtain  mercy ." 

VII.  Ufe  arguments  with  God  in  prayer,  cither  to* 
ken  from  God's  power  and  mercy,  or  from  your  mi* 
fery  and  neceflity.  Doft  thou  doubt,  O  man,  if  thou 
be  converted  ?  then  lie  fobbing  before  God,  like  that 
leper,  Mat.  viii.  "  Lord,  tf  thou  wilt,  thou  canft  male* 
me  clean  ;"  q. 4/.  Lord,  thou  mayeft  do  as  thou  wHt; 
but  this  I  know,  though  thou  (hould  never  help  me,  that 
thou  can  do  it.  Thou  haft  power  enough,  yea,  it 
is  eafy  for  thee,  and  will  be  no  manner  of  trouble  to 
thee,  to  change  my  heart,  and  give  me  an  alms  of  mer- 
cy. Thou  haft  mercy  as  well  as  power ;  I  have  heard 
a  good  report  of  thy  mercy,  that  "  the  King  of  Ifrad 
is  a  merciful  King,  and  delights  not  in  the  death  of  a 
finner,"  and  that  "  his  mercy  endures  for  ever."  Lord* 
here  a  poor  condemned  rebel  comes  in  upon  the  pro- 
clamation, to  accept  of  the  King  of  Heaven's  indem- 
nity :  1  lay  myfelf  at  thy  feet,  content  to  accept  of 

mercy 
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mercy  upon  any  terms :  "  Haft  thou  not  one  bleffing 
&r  me,  even  for  poor  me,  O  my  Father  ?"  If  there  be 
not  enough  of  merit  in  Chrift  to  fave  me,  I  do  not  feck 
{alvatkm ;  but  in  him  I  know  there  is  a  fulnefs  of  re- 
dundancy, a  treafure  that  cannot  be  emptied.  And, 
Lord,  art  thou  not  willing  as  well  as  able  ?  Haft  thou 
not  opened  thy  fide,  that  I  might  look  in  .and  fee  the 
yearning  of  thy  bowels  ?  yea,  I  have  heard  them  many 
times  founding  towards  loft  finners :  Why  then  ftiould 
1  go  -dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  ?  "  What  profit, 
Lord,  19  there  in  my  blood  ?  The  dead  cannot  praife 
thee,  they  that  go  down  to  the  pit  cannot  celebrate  thy 
goodnefs."  Is  it  not  better  to  make  me  a  friend,  than 
let  me  be  an  enemy  ?  Is  it  not  better  that  I  fhouM  e- 
temally  fing  thy  praife,  than  live  for  ever  blafphemmg 
Ay  name  ?  "  Lord,  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?  Is  there 
no -balm  in  Gilead  for  a  wounded  foul  ?"  Is  there  no 
tope  for  a  diftrefled  firmer?  Is  there  no  city  of  refuge 
for  a  ptrrfued  criminal  ?  Lord,  I  am  come  like  a  ftarv- 
ing  beggar  to  the  laft  door  for  relief,  if  thou  help  me 
not  1  muft  perifti  at  thy  threfhold,  I  can  go  no  further 
Could  we  bclievingly  make  ufe  of  fitch  arguments  as 
thefe,  Child's  pitiful  heart  would  burft  out  in  midft 
thereof,  and  fey  to  us  as  to  the  woman  of  Canaan,  Mat. 
xv*  "O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith,  be  it  to  thee  even  as 
thou,  wilt." 

VIII.  As  on  Sabbath  morning  we  (hould  addrefs 
God  with  more  folemnity  and  intenfenefs,  and  with 
greater  length,  than  ordinary ;  fo  alfo  with  fpecial  pe- 
titions for  the  day.  1.  Pray  for  yourfelves  that  God 
may  give  you  hearts  and  frames  to  fan&ify  a  Sabbath 
to  the  Lord  ;  that  he  may  prepare  your  hearts  for  hear- 
ing, ftrengthen  and  fmftify  your  memories,  go  alongft 
Willi:  you  to  the  fan&uary,  and  allow  his  prefence 
there.  Before  you  enter  upon  the  publie  work  of  this 
day,  labouT  to  get  your  hearts  poffefled  effectually  with 
thefe  truths :  That  God  muft  work  his  own  work  in 
you  and  for  you,  or  it  will  never  be  done $  and  without 
him  you  can  do  nothing  :  That  there  is  no  healing  vir- 
tue in  the  waters  of  the  fan&uary,  unlefs  the  Angel  of 
hit  prefence  defcend  and  move  them  :  That  as  in  the 

firft 
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firft  creation  the  Spirit  moved  on  the  waters,  and  thea 
the  living  creatures  were  formed  \  fo  the  Spirit  muft 
meve  upon  the  waters  of  ordinances,  before  they  can 
produce  or  increafe  fpiritual  life  :  and  as  he  muft  more 
upon  the  ordinances,  and  give  virtue  to  them,  fo  he  muft 
move  upon  your  lculs  in  attending  on  them.    Pray  ear- 
ned I  y  then,  that  God  may  j;ive  you  his  Spirit  to  prepare 
ycu  for  hearing  cf  his  word,  and  to  aflift  you  in  hear-       | 
ing ;  and,  particularly,  that  he  may  give  you  attention 
to  hearken,  underftsnding  to  conceive,  wifdom  to  ap- 
ply, judgment  to  difcern,  faith  to  believe,  memory  to 
retain,  and  grace  to  praefcife  what  you  (hall  hear ;  that 
fo  the  word  may  prove  unto  you   "  the  favour  of  life 
unto  life,"  and  not  "  die  favour  of  death  unto  deaths 
O  pray  fervently,  that  it  may  not  be  your  condeimia- 
tion  to  go  to  the  fan&uary  every  new  Sabbath  to  gee 
new  bands  bid  upon  you,  to  get  your  hearts  more  har- 
dened, your  affections  more  deadened,  and  your  foil  It 
flain  by  the  words  of  God's  mouth  -,  but  that  the  wonfc   - 
may  be  attended  with  faving  power,  for  your  conyic— — 
tion  of  fin,  and  your  conversion  to  God  iu  Jefus  Caxifc^ 
the  Mediator.     Be  fo  intent  for  Chiift's  prefence  thi^^ 
day,  that  no  Lord's  day  may  fatisfy  you  without  the^^ 
Lord  of  the  day.     O  what  i*  the  belt  day  that  ever  wa^9 
without  the  Ancient  of  days  ?  What  are  the  ordinan— — 
ces  of  God,  without  the  God  of  ordinances  ?   Wha*^ 
are  the  affcmblies  of  faints,  without  the  Mafter  of  alp— " 
iembiits?  Whatis  a  fermon,  without  a  Saviour?  Whati^^ 
a  communion  table,  without  a  communion  with  God  'S* 
Whatis  a  Sabbath-day,   without  the  Lord  of  the  Sab*  — 
bath  ?  Pioteit  therefore  in  a  humble  but  an   importu-  — 
n«.tc  manner,  that  you  will  be  faiisfied  with  nothin^g 
this  diy,  without  his  prefence  y  fay  with  Mofes,  Exoo>  - 
i,xxiii.  5.  u  If  Lhy  prefence  go  not  with  me,  carry  us  n&  * 
up  her.ee."   And  cry  to  him  with  the  church,  Ifa.  liiy- 
1 .  u  O  that  thou  wouldd  this  day  rend  the  heavens!  €ZJ 
that  thou  wouidft  come  cown,  that  the  mountains  migt*t 
How  at  thy  prefence/' 

2.  Pray  for  him  that  difpenfeth  the  word,  .  th.  <*t 
God  may  open  to  him  both  a  door  of  utterance,  aod 
a  door  of  entrance  i  und   p-rticularjv,  tliat   God   m«*y 

dirc& 
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<Urc&  him  to  fpeak  fomethihg  that  may  be  fuitable  to 
your  cafe.  It  is  a  great  lofs  to  yourfelves,  as  well  as  to 
tttnULets,  that  you  pray  fo  little  for  them :  What  is  the 
reafon  that  many  times  minifters  are  ftraitened  in  deli- 
very, do  not  reach  your  hearts,  nor  fpeak  clofely  to  your 
cafe  ?  it  is  becaufe  you  pray  not  for  them.  Mind  that 
ad  threatening,  Ezek.  iii.  26.  where  the  Spirit  faith  to 
lie  prophet,  "  I  will  make  thy  tongue  cleave  to  the 
'oof  of  thy  mouth,  that  thou  {halt  be  dumb,  and  (halt 
lot  be  to  them  a  reprover :  for  they  are  a  rebellious 
loufe,"  O  pray  againft  this  fad  judgment,  and  beg  that 
3od  may  loofe  the  minifter's  tongue,  and  put  a  word 
n  his  mouth  for  you.  Can  you  expeft  a  ble fling  on 
your  food,-  when  you  will  not  fo  much  as  feek  it  from 
God,  by  praying  for  him  that  is  to  break  the  bread  of 
life  to  you  ? 

3.  Pray  for  the  whole  congregation,  that  the  Sabbath 
may  be  a  day  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  a  day  of  God's 
power  unto  them  :  Pray  that  Chrift  may  mount  the 
white  hotfe  of  the  gofpel,  gird  his  fword  on  his  thigh, 
and  ride  in  triumph  among  them ;  that  the  arrows  o£ 
hit  word  may  be  (harp,  and  pierce  hearts.     Beg  that 
fome  may  be  convinced,  others  (lengthened,  and  others 
comforted :  Pray  that  God's  word  preached,  may  not 
only  be  as  a  living  fong  to  the  hearers,  as  Ez^k.  xxxiii. 
but  as  a  lively  fong  to  them,  that  many  may  have  it  to 
lay  as  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  50.  "  Thy  word  hath  quick- 
ened me*  Pray  that  God  may  this  day  make  his  word 
as  a  "  {harp  two-edged  fword,"  to  divide  betwixt  tin- 
ners and  their  (ins ;  that  he  may  caufe  its  point  prick 
their  hearts  and  favingly  wound  their  conferences,  and 
make1  its  edge  fetch  blood  from  their  lufts,  yea  hew  them 
in  pieces  like  Agag,  before  the  Lord.     Pray  that  God 
may  make  his  word  both  as  a  fire  and  a  hammer  to  the 
congregation 5  a  fire  to  burn  up  the  Hubble  of  their  cor- 
ruptions, and  a  hammer  to  break  the  rocks  of  their  hearts 
into  pieces.     Pray  that  it  may  be  as  the  key  of  David, 
both  to  open  and  (hut  many  hearts  on  this  day  ;  a  key 
to  open  hearts,  lo  as  they  may  never  more  be  (hut  upon 
Chrift  when  he  ftands  and  knocks  at  them \  and  a  key 
to  (hut  hearts,  fo  that  they  may  never  open  to  fin  and 
Vol.  IV.  A  a  fatan 
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when  they  knock  for  entrance.  Ptay  that  the  whole 
congregation  may  get  grace  to  hear  (ermons,  aad  pit 
up  prayers  this  day,  as  if  they  were  the  laft  that  em 
they  were  to  hear  or  put  up  in  this  world  :  And  that 
Zion's  King  may  take  to  himfelf  his  glorious  conquer- 
ing power,  and  in  his  majefty  ride  profperoufljr  \  ad 
that  he  may  make  the  arrows  of  his  word  "  (harp  i* 
the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  fo  that  the  people  may  M 
under  him  " 

IX.  You  mud  take  care,  that  your  fccret  prayers  oa 
Sabbath  morning  be  early  and  feafonable,  that  tncy  ifr 
tirfere  not  with  family- worfhip,  which  ought  this  tax* 
ring  to  be  timcoufly  performed  before  the  public  w& 
ihip  begin  ;  for  one  duty  mud  not  juftle  with  another 
<  every  duty  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon.  Aad  in  faibilf 
pr  yer  you  mud  be  more  folemn  and  particular  than  it 
other  occafions ,  our  facrifices  this  day  ought  to  be 
doubled.  O  it  were  happy,  if  fecret  and  family  duties 
were  our  fouls  delight  on  this  day >  and  if  we  had  fuck 
fpiritual  (kill  to  perform  them,  that  they  might  be  fadf% 
not  hindrances  to  public  ordinances. 

La/lly*  Having  this  morning  put  up  your  fervent  pray- 
ers to  God,  you  ought  to  lcok  and  wait  for  a  return  of 
them  through  the  day.  A  wife  merchant,  that  fend*  a 
ihip  to  the  lea,  will  enquire  after  her.  Prayer  bring* 
your  focd  from  afar,  look  what  becomes  of  it.  Hyss 
prefent  a  petition  to  a  prince,  you  wait  what  anfwer 
will  be  returned ;  and  are  ye  not  much  more  concern- 
ed in  this  cafe  to  do  it  ?  If  you  look  not  after  your  pray- 
ers, it  is  a  fign  you  have  little  fenfe  of  your  needs ;  Kt« 
fenfc  of  the  burden  and  yoke  of  fin ;  little  fenfe  of  the 
precioufnefs  of  Chrift.  or  the  excellency  of  thefe  fiber* 
cies  you  have  been  feeking.  Yuu  ought  this  day  to  be 
able  to  fay,  as  Pfal.  xxv.  5.  u  On  thee  do  1  wait  aH 
the  day."  Your  fouls  mould  be  ftill  panting  after  God 
and  the  light  of  lis  countenance,  frying,  "  O  that  1  may 
this  day  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  !  O  that  I  may 
lee  his  power  and  giory!  O  that  I  may  taftc  that  he  it 
good  ?  O  that  i  may  hear  his  voice,  may  bear  i.ie  *■ 
mage,  may  be  bi ought  into  the  chamber  of  presence*  and 
fee  him  through  the  lattefs  of  ordinances. 

If 
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If  ye  would  have  a  gracious  return  this  d*y,  you 
ftypft  be  looking  above  ordinances  acd  duties  to  him, 
ttfep  ia  lc  the  OCW  of  Ifrael,"  and  expecl  the  .heavenly 
lain  from  himfrlf  •,  orherwife  your  fleece  will  remain 
dryt.for  all  that  men  or  angels  can  do.  Therefore  plead 
frith  God  that  he  will  blefc  and  concur  with  the  means, 
ltd  u  br "afhe  *!pon  your  dry  bones,"  without  which 
A*  breath  of  men  can  never  make  them  alive. 

III.     Of  Self  Searching. 

As  to  the  duty  of  felf-iearchin/,  it  is  very  neceflary 
pa  the  Sabbath  morning,  in  order  to  prepare  your  fouls 
for  the  work  of  the  day. 

I  Enquire  into  your  own  (late ;  try  whether  you  be 
in  nature  or  grace,  that,  when  you  hear  the  word,  you 
niay  know  what  belongs  to  you  :  For,  if  you  be  igno- 
rant, of  your  condition,  you  may  apply  pro  nifes  for 
tkfieatenings ;  conclude  for  heaven,  when  you  are  heirs 
of  wrath  ;  perfuade  yourfclves  of  the  love  of  God,  when 
you  art;  in  a  (late  of  enmity. 

II.  Enquire  into  your  particular  neceflities,  what  ate 
thcle  wpnts  you  would  have  fupplied  by  the  wor^,  thefe 
fins  and  lufts  you  would  have  (lain  by  it,  what  are  thefe 
weak  graces  you  would  have  (lengthened  by  it,  what 
are  thefe  doubts  you  would  have  refolved  by  it,  and. 
thefe  heart- plagues  you  would  have  cured. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  frames  of  your  hearts,  and  fee 
if  they  be  duly  qualified  and  difpofed  for  attending  the 
public  ordinances. 

Myift*  Wlurt  fort  of  hearts  ought  we  to  bring  with  us  ? 

Anfi  I.  Bring  humble  hearts.  Confider  that  you 
are  pieces  of  mean  and  vile  duit  venturing  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  an  infinitely  glorious  God,  to  Jicar  the  "  voice 
of  the  Lord,  that  is  full  of  majefly,"  arid  folemnly  to 
eon  vet  fe  with  him,  before  whom  the  "  angels  vail 
theif  faces." 

a.  Bring  foft  hearts,  that  the  word  may  make  fome 

impreffion  on  them  \  for  an  arrow  (hot  againft  a  (lone 

ftkks  not,  but  falls  to  the  ground.      Labour  to  get  the 

H  fallow  ground  of  your  hearts  plowed  up,  and  broken," 

A  a  2  before 
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before  you  come  to  receive  the  "  feed  of  the  word,* 
according  to  Hofea  x.  12.  If  you  would  have  the  fal- 
low ground  plowed  up,  you  muft  feck  the  Lord  by  fer- 
vent and  heart-breaking  prayer. 

3.  Bring  hunger  and  thirft  with  you  to  God's  ban* 
quoting  houfe ;  bring  a  deep  fenfe  of  foul  wants  and 
neccffities,  and  longing  defires  to  meet  with  Chrift  n 
the  ordinances :  For  he  "  fills  the  hungry  with  good 
things,  when  the  rich  are  fent  away  empty."  O  for 
the  hungry  appetites  of  God*6  children,  when  we  cone 
to  God's  houfe  !  Say,  u  O  that,  like  a  new  born  child, 
I  may  this  day  defire  the  (incere  milk  of  the  word  for 
my  nouriihment !  and,  O  that,  like  a  true  child  of  my 
heavenly  Father,  I  may  love  that  milk  bed  which  comes 
warm  from  the  breads  of  public  ordinances  !" 

IV.  Search  into  thefe  lulls  and  evils  that  hinder  the 
fuccefs  of  ordinances ;  cad  them  out,  and  guard  care- 
fully againd  them.  If  you  would  have  God  this  day 
to  hear  your  prayer?,  and  accept  of  your  facrifices,  you 
mud  "  regard  no  iniquity  in  your  hearts,''  you  muft 
throw  but  all  bofom  luds  and  idols.  Chrid  faith  to  you 
this  day,  as  once  he  did  to  Judas  in  another  cafe,  Joha 
xviii.  8  "  If  therefore  you  feek  me,  let  thefe  go  their 
way  :"  Let  your  pride,  worldlinefs,  prejudice,  &c.  go 
away  ;  for  they  bar  Chrid  out  of  the  heart. 

1.  Throw  out  worldlinefs,  and  all  thoughts  about  the 
world,  that  you  may  with  your  whole  fouls  this  day  at- 
tend upon  God :  Say  to  the  cares  of  the  world,  as 
Abraham  to  his  fervants,  Gen.  xxii.  "  Stay  ye  here  till 
I  go  yonder  to  worfhip  Gou."  Suffer  not  a  vain  thought 
this  day  to  take  up  its  lodging  in  your  heart,  according 
to  Jer.  iv.  14.  It  is  faid  of  Bernard,  that,  when  be 
came  to  the  church  door,  he  would  fay,  "  Stay  hcre> 
all  my  earthly  thoughts."  Nay,  fay  this  alfo  before 
you  come  from  home.  Worldly  hearts  will  hinder  yott 
from  getting  good  of  the  ordinances  •,  they  will  make 
the  church  like  the  market-place  to  you,  full  of  tumult 
and  didra&ion ;  they  will  make  fuch  a  noife  and  bu2- 
zir.g  in  your  ears,  that  you  cannot  hear;  or  they  witt 
make  you  wander  in  time  of  hearing,  as  thofe,  Ez^* 

xxxiik 
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circtli.  3 1.    Nay,  they  will  make  you  weary  of  all  Sab- 
>ath  work,  as  thofe,  Amos  viii.  5. 

:2.  Lay  afide  felf-  conceit,  or  a  good  opinion  of  your- 
felves,  your  duties  and  performances ;  count  all  thefe 
Imt  «  dung  and  lofs  for  the  faving  knowledge  of  Chrift." 
Pot,  if  you  lean  upon  your  prayers  and  preparations 
&is  day,  as  any  piece  of  righteoufnefs  before  God,  this 
■rill  mar  your  accefs  to  God  this  day,  and  make  the 
rtdihances  prove  dry  breads  to  you. 

j.  Throw  out  all  prejudices  againft  minifters,  and 
igainft  the  laws  of  Cnrift ;  and  with  meeknefs  lay  your 
Mr  and  heart  open  to  receive  inftru&ion,  faying  with 
Paul,  <c  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"    and 
with  Samuel,  4(  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fervant  heareth." 
-    4.  Guard  againft  doubtings  concerning  the  truths  of 
God,  and  myfteries  of  religion  :    Let  us  captivate  and 
fubjeft  reafon  to  faith,  and  deal  with  it,  as  Joftiua  did 
with  the  Gibeonites  ;  he  made  them  €i  hewers  of  wood, 
and  drawers  of  water,  for  the  fervice  of  the  temple  :  ■ 
So  let  us  make*  reafon  fubjeft  to  faith,  and  ferviceaWe 
toreligionj  but  nowife  fet  it  up  as  a  ftandard  for  exa- 
mining its  myfteries  by,  (ince  they  are  above  its  reach. 

5.  Beware  of  erroneous  principles ;  for  thefe  will  mar 
jhe.good  of  ordinances  to  you ;  while  there  is  an  error 
in  the  foundation,  you  cannot  be  u  built  up  in  the 
moft  holy  faith."  Chrift  bids  us  "  be  wife  as  ferpents  ? 
*nd  ferpents  (they  fay)  whatever  injury  is  offered  to 
*hem,  their  great  care  is  to  preferve  their  head.  Let  it 
be  our  great  care,  then,  not  only  to  preferve  our  hearts 
and  hands  from  (in,  but  our  heads  from  error ;  efpe- 
cially  when  there  are  fo  many  falfe  teachers  going  a- 
broad,  feeking  to  u  pervert  die  fimple,  by  fair  words 
and  falfe  fpeeches." 

6.  Beware  likewife  of  fchifm  and  divifion,  and  guard 
againft  thofe  who  are  inftruments  to  divide  and  fcatter 
Chrift's  (heep.  Do  not  ftraggle  from  ChritVs  flock, 
but  abide  clofe  by  the  place  where  the  good  Shepherd 
feeds  his  flock,  "  and  makes  them  to  reft  at  noon,"  and 
do  not u  turn  afide  after  the  flocks  of  the  companions," 
Cant.  i.  7. 

I  refer 
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I  refer  the  handling  of  the  duties  of  matters  of  bmU 
lies,  as  fuch,  till  afterwards :  Only,  it  ought  to  be  their 
CJ»re  early  to  call  their  families  together  to  pray  with 
the  r,  and  praif?  God ;  and  to  caufe  them  rile  as  etrlf 
t>  \*  day  as  ot'  ers.  L^t  not  vour  f-rranta  and  children 
wafte  away  tHs  morning  in  fle  p  and  idlenefs,  but  call 
them  up  as  early  to  God's  work  this  day,  as  you  do  to 
y.  ur  own  upon  other  days. 

How  blame-worthy  are  thefe  families,  and  efpecially 
the  matters  thereof,  who  on  week-days  can  rife  betimes 
to  follow  their  worldly  butinefs,  but  on  the  Lord's  chry 
do  ly  longer  in  bed  than  ordinary,  giving  themfeketts 
carnal  eafe  and  reft  ?  Is  this  to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath* 
day,  thus  to  deep  and  loiter  away  the  firft  and  chiefeft 
part  thereof  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  accomplith  the  work 
of  the  Sabbath,  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  caffy 
on  the  work  of  your  falvation  t  All  of  you  hare  fiat 
work  to  do  this  day ;  therefore  rife  early  to  it,  as  the 
Ifraelites  did  to  the  befieging  of  Jericho :  They  U 
been  encompafling  the  city  (is  days  before ;  but  we  srt 
told,  Jofhua  vi.  1 5.  That  "  on  the  feventh  day,  they 
rofe  early  about  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  compaffd 
the  city  feven  times :"  And  fo  that  day  they  became 
matters  of  the  city.  And,  according  to  the  beft  expo* 
fitors,  this  feventh  day,  on  which  the  walls  of  Jericho 
fell  down,  was  the  Sab'ath.  Now,  O  Cbriftian,  at 
the  Ifraelites  had  the  ftrong  walls  of  Jericho,  fobaft 
thou  the  ftrong  holds  of  fin  to  batter  down  this  day; 
thou  haft  thefe  Canaanites  to  conquer,  which  would 
keep  thee  out  of  the  pro  mi  fed  land  :  Therefore  imitate 
the  Ifraelites,  and  rife  early  this  morning  to  your 
work :  The  walls  are  thick,  your  enemies  ftrong  i  if 
you  would  expert  then  to  conquer  on  the  Sabbath-day, 
and  triumph  againft  night,  fee  that  you  begin  the  ficgo 
early. 

And,  if  you  would  manage  the  work  fuccefsfully, 
you  mutt  fet  about  and  carry  it  on  conjunctly,  as  well 
as  feparately  j  by  family-prayer,  as  well  as  fecret-pray- 
er  :  And  fee  that  all  in  the  family  attend  family-wor- 
fhip  this  morning.  Like  wife,  as  occafion  offers,  exhort 
your  children  and  fervants  to  prepare  thcmfelves  for 
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the  public  worfhiprby  the  performance  of  fecret  duties, 
particularly  reading  and  prayer.  When  you  are  at 
meat  this  morning,  (hew  by  your  holy  fpeeches,  that 

Sir  minds  are  not  forgetful  of  the  work  of  the  day. 
eck  playing  and  idle  talking,  both  in  children  and 
intrant*,  and  labour  to  engage  them  by  your  example, 
to  Chew  a  more  grave  and  ferious  air  in  their  counte- 
nances this  morning,  than  upon  other  occafions* 

Jjtt  as  many  of  them  as  can  be  conveniently  fpared, 
accompany  you  to  the  public  ordinances ;  and  fufter 
Hone  of  them  to  be  abfent  therefrom,  except  in  cafes 
of  neccflity.  Remember  the  fourth  command,  "  Thou, 
thy  fon,  thy  daughter,  thy  man-fcrvant,  and  thy  maid- 
ftxtant,  ana  all  within  thy  gates/'  Let  not  the  drefs- 
mg  of  meat  for  you,  keep  fervants  from  the  houfe  of 
Qod  this  day  *  but  fee  that  you  be  able  to  fay  with 
Cornelius,  ^who  feared  the  Lord  with  all  his  houfe) 
u  We  are  all  here  prefent  before  God/'  Though 
children  be  young,  yet  bring  them  with  you ;  for  they 
are  capable  of  getting  good  by  the  word  fooner  than 
we  are  aware.  The  fcripture  takes  feveral  times  notice 
of  little  ones  in  the  foiemn  affemblies,  Deut.  xxix.  1 1. 
Sera  x.  i»  A&s  xxi.  5.    If  we  lay  our  children  by  the 

C>l-fidc,  who  knows  how  early  the  Spirit  of  God  may 
p  them  in,  and  heal  them  ?  Take  your  families  a- 
longlt  with  you  to  the  church  \  leave  them  not  behind 
you,  to  come  draggling  to  the  church  after  worship  is 
begun ;  nor  allow  them  to  drop  away  before  it  be  end* 
ed.  This  is  very  indecent  and  disorderly \  you  would 
not  allow  them  to  do  fo  with  refpect  to  your  work. 
If  you  were  going  to  the  harveft  held,  you  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  come  or  go  when  they  pleafed*  No, 
you  would  oblige  them  all  to  be  ready  timeoufly  to. 
come  forth  together,  and  fall  to  their  work  at  eaje, 
and  tarry  till  they  loofed  from  work  together :  And 
(hould  you  net  be  as  much  concerned  for  God's  work, 
as  for  your  own  \  for  the  bufinefc  of  eternity,  as  for  the 
affairs  of  time  i 

Concerning 
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•*•■'"•:      fi.  ;"7  .rfl 
Concerning  (far  going  to  ih&  Churdb.     ,r  " '  v  ""• 

Itt  the  next  place,  let  me  give  fome  advicefl'relatinjf 
to  ycur  behaviour  in  going  to  the  church,  prGptrKpfr 
daily  for  you  whofe  hbufeis  lie  fomewhattfefilote'frbnf  ft. 

Having  drefled  your  fouls,  as  well'  "as'  may*be,:  thfc 
morning,  according  to  the  forefaid  dirc&ioitB?  ^b'fttrtt/ 
watching  over  your  hearts  and  fenfe?,'  havirVg  fhoHHif 
ly  imprcfiion  of  God's  eyes  upon  yotoy  and  fedifcvft^' 
that  he*  takes  fpecial  notice  of  all  your  thoughts,"  woifo;' 
and  aftions  this  day.- -  ■'■■■  .i.o  >u."  u 

If  you  walk  in  company  with  others,  take :  hfcei1  V 
your  words,  that  they  oe  favoury  and  fuitabfet  "  Otnt 
people  would  guard  againft  worldly  difcouffe  bi:t!fcb? 
going  to  the  church  (which  "very  much  'difcoiftpbfetK 
the  heart  for  the  public  worftnp}  and  wotfld  (alk'of^ 
ritual  fubje&s,  of  the  defign  and  work  of  the  dbf,  ^iaf 
encourage  one- another  to  it !  How  pleafant  woUld'tiri!1 
be  !  This  was  the  ancient  pra&iee  of  GodVpfcopltf 
Zech.  viii.  21%  and  we  fee  how  much  David' is -takfit 
with  it,  Pfal.  exxii.  1.  "  I  was  glad  when  they  feitf 
unto  me.  Let  us  go  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;M  $*  it.  fr 
was  the  n.oft  pieafant  found  I  heard  «il  thfc  we& 
through,  to  hear  people  tn;ouragirig  one  aftcthtr  ttf 
aflemble  to  God's  public  worfhip,  in  God's  froufes  *ip« 
God's  day.  This  to  him  was  the  moft'pleafant  journey 
ever  he  went  j  he  was  not  backward  to  it;  he  did  not 
weary  of  it :  nay,  it  was  "  the  joy  and  life  of  his  foulV"' 
he  was  glad  of  it.  How  few  among  us  are  in  this 
frame  !  Alas !  inftead  of  it,  there  are  many  in  our  day 
glad  of  any  trifling  excuk  to  ftay  them  at  home,  or  take 
them  away  from  the  afternoon's  fcrmon.  /        !   " 

If  you  live  at  fome  diftance  from  the  church,  and  be- 
tryfted  with  carnal  company  by  the  way,  who  favour 
nothing  but  the  world  j  it  is  belt  for  thr*?  tOTCtire  trom: 
them  to  thine  own  meditations,  lelt  thou  be  infect 
with  thtir  carnal  and  corupt  communications :  For  eictt: 
a  Peter,  when  he  is  converting  and  warming  his  hinds 
with  the  enemies  ot  Chriit ,  his  heart  turns  ice  cold  and 
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frozen  to  Chrift  his  Mailer,  till  a  love-blink  from  the 
Sun  of  righteoufaefs  thawed  it  again. 

If  better  meditations  offer  not  to  thee  by  the  way,  I 
(hall  furnifli  thee  with  fome  very  fui table  from  natural 
thing*,  which  are  obje&s  of  your  fenfe9. 

If  k  be  in  a  winter  morning  thou  goeft  out,  when 
the  fun  it  bat  riling,  think,  if  one  fun  make  fo  bright 
a  morning,  what  a  ihining  morning  will  that  be*  when 
drift,  with  all  his  bright  angels  and  faints,  (hall  break 
through  the  clouds,  when  there  (hall  be  as  many  funs 
at  we  fee  ftars  in  a  winter's  night  i  O  !  (hall  I  be  one 
of  thofe  that  "  (hall  (hine  as  the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  of 
my  Father  P9 

(  If  it  be  in  the  fpring  time,  and  when  a  pleafant  rain 
ii  filling  upon  the  grafs  and  corns,  think,  the  Sabbath 
ftould  be  a  grow-day  for  believers.  This  day  God  is 
*b  the  f<  dew  to  Ifrael."  O  that  my  foul  may  ,c  grow 
ft*  the  lily,  and  revive  as  the  corn  !"  O  that  I  may  grow 
inward  in  (incerity,  and  outward  in  good. works :  down- 
ward in  humility,  and  upward  in  heavenly  mindednefs ! 
I*t  the  do&rine  of  God's  word  this  day  drop  on  my 
foul,  ag  «»  the  fmall  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  as 
the. (Lowers  upon  the  graft,"  that  I  may  wax  taller  in 
pace,  and  ftronger  in  faith  and  love.  This  day  1  (hould 
I*  "  going  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,"  according  to 
P&L  Ixxxiv-  7.  As  the  bee  is  bufy  in  going  from  flower 
to  flower,  (till  gathering  honey  as  (he  pafleih  >  fo  (hould 
*  this  day  go  from  duty  to  duty,  from  one  ordinance  to 
a&orher,  from  praying  to  readii.g,  from  reading  to  hear* 
tog,  from  hearing  to  meditating,  (till  gathering  grace 
*Qd  ftrength  as  I  go. 

Dolt  thou  look  to  the  heavens  ?  Think  I  have  my 
Saviour  and  my  all  there  j  there  is  the  place  of  my  ever- 
afting  abode*  Senfe  tells  me  what  the  outfide  of  it  i*  > 
'et  that  fpangled  roof  over  my  head  is  but  the  pavement 
'f  that  glorious  palace,  where  1  (hall  enjoy  Y.y  eternal 
obb'tth,  and  my  everlafting  reft  in  Chrift's  boibm.  O 
ly  fuil,  yonder  is  Gofben,  the  region  of  light $  yon 
winkling  ftars,  (hining  moon,  and  flaming  fu  .,  are  but 
a  lanterns  hanging  out  at  my  Father's  jioufe  to  light 
hee,  while  thou  walkeft  in  the  dark  ftrccts  of  the  earth. 
Vol.  IV.  B  b  Little 
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Little  doft  thou  know  the  glory,  mirth,  and  joyy  that  m 
within  :  O  u  hat  are  worldling?  joys  to  them  !  O  let  of 
affifticns  and  deGres  this  day  mount  thither,  that  (fan 
may  be  one  of  the  days  of  heaven  to  my  foul! 

Again,  think,  the  Lord  hath  fpread  out  the  *  heave* 
as  a  curtain,"  Pl'al.  civ-  2.  and,  notwithftanding  of  hi 
rapid  motion,  this  curtain  hath  continued  fpread  tour 
thefe  fix  thoufand  year* ,  and  not  one  hole  is  to  be  fat 
in  it.  to  this  d  y.  Is  not  heaven  then  a  fafe  place  for-mt 
to  lay  up  n  y  treafure  in,  where  none  can  break  thmgfe 
and  ileal  it  from  me  ?  O  thjt  try  portion  and  tireaCnt 
may  Le  there ;  t€  that,  where  my  creatine  is,  there  toy 
heait  n  ay  be  alfo  !*'  ■  *  i 

Deft  thcu  lee  the  clouds  ?  Think  on  the  day  wktfl 
Child  will  rend  and  break  through  them;  as  he  ivtft 
up  triumphing  in  a  ch  ud  to  heaven,  in  like  mahnfeli 
(hall  Con>e  again.  Ate  the  heavens  of  fueh  bright «*• 
pure  matter  i  Think  on  the  purity  of  the  inhabiUQII 
thereof.  There  is  no  room,  no,  not  a  foot*breadthjfa 
impure  perfons  in  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  where  th 
gates  are  of  pearl ;  no  profane  iinner,  no  unclean  'daBf 
ihall  enter  there. 

Wher  thou  walked  on  the  ground,  think,  this  whole 
earth  is  but  my  Father's  foot ftool,  that  he  hathgivesoe. 
to  tread  on :  O  how  glorious  then  muft  his  palace  bt  1 
yet  it  is  mine  in  Chi  id.     Again,  this  earth  aihiB£* 
upon  nothing,"  Job  xxvi.  27.  O  (hall  I  be  fofooWhts«*^ 
hang   my  hopes  upon  that  which  hangs  on  nothiag^ 
Again,  wonder  at  God's  power  and  faithfulnefs,  AlT 
notwithftamiing  it  hangs  as  a  ball  in  the  air,  and  " 
had  many  dreadful  ten  pelts  upon  it,  and  terrible 
quakes  within  it,  yet  God  hath  kept  it  from  moving 01 
of  its  place  for  near  thefe  fix  thoufand  years  paft. 

Doft  thou  tread  upon  the  grafsf  Ihink  bow 
calls  thee  thereby  to  remember  thy  fading  life  and  wil — 
ing  condition,  ev.ry  ttep  thou  mukift,  ifa.  xl.  6.  "  A^* 
flefli  is  grafs/'  and  death  is  coming  with  his  fcythe  toino^*^ 
down  this  grafs :  And,  though  fon?e  grais  cicape  dt^^ 
fcythe  in  fumn.er,  when  it  is  freih  and  green,  yet  tb*^ 
winter  froit  will  wither  it  away  ;  fo,  though  you  efcaf^^ 
the  fcythe  of  death  in  the  iummer  of  youi  y-uth,  J^5* 
the  winter  of  old  age  will  come  and  wither  y^u.     
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.  poft  thou  pafs  orfT  a  little  brook  or  rivulet  in  the 
ynji  Think,  O  if  I  could  fay  this  diy  wi:h  th?  Pfal- 
*ift,  Pfal.  xJii.    i-  a    "As  the  taart  pants  af  er  the  wa- 
ter brooks,  fo  pantf  th  my  foul  after  thr-e,  O  God  ;  my 
foul  thirft-th  for  Goi,  for  the  living  God  j  when  lhall 
l$orne  and  appear  before  God  ? 
-  Doff  thou  go  up  an  afcer-t  ?   Think,  the  way  to  hea- 
ven is  all  up  the  hill*  Pial.  xxiv.     L>id,  itrcrgthen  me 
to  climb  it,  without  fainting  or  Aiding  ba:k.      O  thit 
tkj  foul  this  day  may  be  alcending  to  God,  and  God 
feay  be  descending  fo  mc  ! 

.Doff  thou  bthold  the  fea  ?  Wonler  at  the  ebbing 
md  flowing  of  it,  and  at  God's  pover  arvl  g^odnefs, 
lot  fete  reilraniug  bounds  to  it  How  ea'iiy  might 
]|at  power,  that  makes  it  to  flow  zo  fret,  make  it  (low 
Ijoofect  2,  and  fo  it  would  overflow  our  fea  towns  and 
ttfjaceot  co  iff*  *  but  the  Lord's  goodnefs  con  guilds  it 
aack  again  by  its  ebb. 

Daft  thou  fce  a  (hip  in  the  fea  ?  Think,  Qhrift'6  church 
l«  compared  to  a  (hip  ;  this  world  is  the  fta    through 
urbtqh  thtiaiU.;  believers  are  the  paffengers ;  God  is 
her  pilot  ;  the  angels  are  her  rowers ;  faith  is  the^elm* 
hope.  13  the  anchor  :  For  a  mail,  (he  hath,  in  midit  of 
tar*  created  the  favmg  tree  ot  the  crofc  *,  the  graces  are 
the  fails  hanging  thereon  ;  the  Spirit  i>  the  wind  that 
filUthem;  but  Chriff  alone  is  the  bottom  thit  carries 
allfaftj  and  fure  to  the  haven  of  eternal  red  ami  felicity. 
O  iv£  my  foul  le  n  upen  no  other  bo;  om.  Aga-n,  hink 
how  mercifully  Chnit  delivered  his  uiiciples,  when  tof- 
Ctd  in  a  (hip,  on  the  fea  in  a  dark  night.     My  ioul  is  a 
little  Qiip,  often  ready  to  be  overwhelmed  with  the 
^Wares  or  temptations  :  O  then,  when  it  is  in  this  dan- 
ger, let  me  awake  (Jhriit  by  my  prayers.     Ag  .in,  as  it 
is  (aid  of  the  mariner,  with  refpect  to  his  imp,  that  he 
iaib  al way 6. within  four  inches  of  death  ;  fo  ;t  may  be 
laid  of  the  foul  in  re.ation  to  the  body,  thit  it  lives  ftiil 
"within  four  inches  of  eternity.     If  theie  earthen  vcflcis 
break  then  our  foui*  are  immediately  let  a  cirifc  into 
the  banklefs  and  00  tomlefs  ocean  of  eternity.   Lord  let 
not  my  foul  launch  out  into  that  deep,  whhe  I  am  un- 
certain whether  it  fink  or  fwim. 

13  b  2  Doth 
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Doth  it  rain  upon  thee  while  the  fun  U  finning  £, 
Think,  if  the  fun  of  God's  countenance  {hino4mmsi:& 
may  well  be  content  to  be  wet  with  tone  -nun  ofaffiefr* 
tion :  This  eaGly  doth  counterbalance  any  trouble  what* 
foever.  v--,ntt 

Art  thou  drawing  near  to  the  church  ?  Thea  putuj^ 
fome  fer?ent  ejaculations  and  prayers  for  God's. Mefing 
and  preftnec.  Say*  as  Abraham's  fervant  did,  wbca  her 
came  to  the  well  of  water  near  the  city,  Gen.  xxi*.  ISM 
«  O  Lord  God,  I  pray  thee  fend  me  good  fpced'  this/ 
day."  "  Let  me  not  roifs  my  errand ;  let  it  be  die  dajr 
when  {alvation  (hall  come  to  my  heart  and  houfe  \\h&k- 
be  the  day  of  my  new  birth,  the  day  when  mjibuto 
heart  will  be  broken  \  let  it  be  a  day  to  be  had  itetriftf 
Jafting  remembrance.  As  I  am  drawing  nigh  tootta 
houfe,  Lord,  draw  nigh  to  my  foul,  and  let  me  hive  in 
meeting  with  thee  this  day.  As  thou  art  to  knockit 
the  doors  of  my  foul  by  the  hammer  of  thy  word  tlnr 
day,  Lord,  come  and  make  patent  doors  for  ihy£rif}<aod> 
command. thy  laving- bindnefs  to  break  in.  Lord,  open? 
my  eyes,  that  I  may  fee  the  wonders  of  thy  law  j  opor 
my  curs,  that  I  may  hear  the  charming  voice  of 'he Soft 
of  God ;  open  my  heart,  that  the  king  of  gioiy  mayo* 
ter  in ;  an-.i  open  my  lips,  that  my  mouth  may.abcv 
forth  thy  praxfe."  ■■.-    i>: 

Doft  thou  come  within  fight  cf  the'ehurch  ?  Let  thy 
heait  rejoice  to  fee  Jerufakoi  a  quiet  habitation,  and 
pray  that  God  may  ftell '  create  a  cloud  of  defence  up- 
on every  dwelling  place  in  mount  Zion,  and  upon  all 
her  aikmblies*"  and  that  u  the  mountain  of  the  Lordfs- 
houfe  hiay  bo  eialted  above  all  mountains."  We  ought 
to  be  much  concerned  for  the  church,  and  "  prefer 
Jerufalem  above  our  chief  joy."  Let  u-  do,  in*  a  fpfri* 
tual  way,  what  Simon  Maccabaeus  did  in  a  natural,  v.hfl* 
with  three  years  labour*  took  down  the  tip  of  the  mount 
Acra,in  Jetufalcm,  that  no  hill  there  might  compete  in 
height  with  the  temple  cf  God  :  So  let  us  caufe  the 
greateft  mountain  of  fccular  intereft  vail  to  the  moun- 
tain cf  the  houfe  of  the  Lotd. 

Do  you  fee  a  poor  man  begging  by  the  way  ?  Let  its. 
awaken  your  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs,  that  you  are- 
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D^iti  bft  eafr,  btt&iiekiyotrt*\  And  that  you  ate  not 
tggingrftromnhim^  inftead  of  *»  begging  from  you. 
lortfccfty  «h«w  - importunate  fame  beggars  are  ;:  with 
Jari  wat^irtcVfeefofrc&prcffionB  do  they  plead  ?  they 
ncover  their  fores,  and  (hew  their  maladies*  and  ufe 
^methods  to  move  our  conrpaurooe?  when  we  think 
ipibUiem  «ff  wth  excufes  or  fefufals,  yet  they  fol* 
nfrm^and  by  their  importunity  draw  an  aims  from 
Bts«  Then  thmk  with  yourfehres,  O  why  do  not  i  thus 
idi  Gvdl  vthj  am  I  fo  carelefs  ki  feeking  an  alms  of 
petty  .from  'him  ?  is  not  my  need  greater  than  any 
bgg^B^h  is  not  the  alms  I  am  feeking  far  better  ?  is 
btstbe  fulnefs  and  pity  of  the  Giver  infinireiy  more  £ 
kd^kall  Iibe  fo  formal  and  lifelefs  in  praye*  ?  tt  was 
good  coirafeL  of .  one,  that  bade  people  learn -to  pray 
fbeggavs*  ■  . 

rtAfcit  is  one  of  the  duties  of  this  day  to  make  colleo 
ont9  and  beftow  alms  for  the  relief  of  the.  poor ;  fo 
oa-flioiiid  take  heed  that  you  perform  this  duty  in  the 
ghproanner  >  that  you  do  it  not  for  the  praife  of  men, 
at  for,  the  glory  of  God.  Pray  that  your  aims  may  be 
erfumrd  by  the  incenfe  of  Chrih?B  merits,  that  they 
lay  be  a  '*  fwcet  fmeiling  facrifice  unto  God."  .Would 
»u?  have, a  bountiful  alms  from  God  this  day?  then 
ive  liberally  to  his  poor.  Remember  Chrift'g  eye  is 
pfen  you,  and  noticeth  from  heaven  what  every  one 
ftfts  into  his  poor  this  day,  as  well  as  he  noticed  the 
opr  widow's  cafting  in  her  two  mites  into' the  tveafury* 
rhen  i^s  wa*  here  upon  earth.  Though  yon  have  not 
mob  to  youtfelf,  yet  you  are  bound  to  give  fame what ; 
&flf ;  i£it  be  given  in  (incerity,  God  will  gractoufly  ac- 
tpt  of  it,;  though  it  be  but  two  mites*  But  fure  this 
riti  never  break  you,  nor  wafte  your  fubftance,  but  ra- 
ta inoceafe  it,  and  obtain  a  blei&ag  thereon*  I  pity 
bofcmdcrable  perions  who  waiut  not  money  to  tipple 
nd  drink  with,  but  jet  have  none  to  bettow  upon 
Jed's  poor. 

Directions  concerning,  tke  Public  Worjhip* 
I  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing  propoftd,  What  is  ne- 
«flary  to  be  done  in  time  of  public  worfhip,  and  When 
reenter  into  the  church. 

I.  "  Keep 
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I.  "  Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  goeft  into  the  hou6 
of  G<  d,"  Eccl.  v.  i.  $  Look  to  your  affections,  which 
are  tl  e  feet  of  the  foul,  by  which  men  go  to  God,  and 
walk  or  converfe  with  him.,  Firmly  believe,  and  con- 
ftantly  remember,  that  God's  eye  is  very  much  on  your 
behaviour  while  you  are  in  his  houfe.  Therefore  in  the 
tabernacle,  which  was  the  place  of  public  worfliip,  it 
was  commanded,  Exod.  xxv  37.  "  Thou  (halt  mat* 
feven  lamps  and  they  (hall  light  die  lamps  that  they 
may  give  light  *,"  to  teach  us,  that  nothing  there  couU 
efcape  God's  fight  y  for  in  his  houfe  there  was  always 
light.  You  cannot  fin  in  fecret  there,  for  there  an 
feven  lamps  to  difcover  your  mifcarriages  in  the  Lord's 
houfe.  And,  when  the  temple  Succeeded  the  taberni* 
cie,  God  fays  of  it,  1  Kings  ix.  3.  "  Mine  eye  (hall  ha 
there  perpetually."  God  hath  an  eye,  1.  of  Obferrs* 
tion,  Jer.  xvi.  1 7.  to  notice  with  what  Gncerity  and  lite* 
linefs  you  offer  your  fer vices  and  performances*  0-  An 
eye  of  good  will,  Amos  ix  4.  to  approve  and  blelli  you, 
if  you  worfliip  him  fincerely  and  faithfully.  3.  An  eye 
of  indignation,  Jer'.  xxw  10.  to  bring  wrath  on  you,  if 
you  approach  God  irreverently,  worlhip  him  careleftiy, 
and  profane  his  day.  Now,  you  may  be  affured  of  it, 
that  God  is  as  jealous  of  hib  courts  under  the  gofpeli 
as  he  was  under  the  law,  and  doth  tike  fpecial  notice 
of  his  people's  behaviour  there  $  for  he  tells  uf ,  *  What 
two  or  three  are  gathered  in  his  name,  he  is  in  the 
mid  ft  of  them,"  Matth.  xviii.  20. 

As  you  ought  to  have  a  lively  fenfe  of  God's  omrii- 
fcience  when  you  enter  God's  houfe,  fo  you  ought. tt 
have  awful  impreflions  of  God's  greatnefs,  into  whoft 
prefence  you  come,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  vileneft 
and  unworthinefs  to  appear  before  him:  And  there- 
fore be  putting  up  ejaculations  to  God  for  acceptance 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  mould  ftani 
up  (as  fome  do)  to  private  prayer  in  a  public  way,  ts 
the  Pharifees  did  of  old  in  the  Synagogues,  to  be  fceo 
of  men,  for  which  our  baviour  reproves  them,  Mat. 
vi.  5.  6.  teliiiig  us,  that  fecret  prayer  mould J>e  per- 
formed in  a  fecret  manner :  And  far  lefs  (hould  this 
be  pra&ifed  (as  fome  do)  when  the  congregation  i» 

employed 
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fcmplbyed  in  other  worfliip  :  far  this  were  a  confound- 
ing of  worihip,  and  unacceptable  to  him  who  is  the 
Bod  of  order,  and  is  plainly  reproved  by  the  apoftle; 
I  Cor.  ociv.  Alas  I  it  is  to  be  fufpe&ed  of  many  that 
lb  fo,  that  thefe  are  all  the  prayers  they  ufe  on  Sabbath 
nittrni&g,  for  preparing  themfclves  or  their  families  for 
the  public  worihip.  But,  if  you  come  in  before  wor- 
Bttp  be  begun,  it  is  very  proper  you  hive  your  private 
ejaculations,  and  be  lifting  up  your  thoughts  to  heaven 
in  a  private  manner ;  and,  when  you  are  fct  down  in 
your  feats,  fee  if  you  be  able  to  give  a  Satisfying  anfwer 
bo  that  queftion  the  Lord  put  to  the  prophet,  i  Kings 
xhc.  13,  *«  What  doft  thou  here,  Elijah  ?"  Can  you  fay, 
f  Lord,  I  have  come,  at  thy  command,  to  the  place 
where  thy  honour  dwelleth,  to  the  place  where  thou 
ttfeft  fo  tryft  with  thy  people,  that  I  might  meet  with 
thee,  and  get  a  glimpfe  of  thy  countenance  ?*'  Alas  !  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  many  come  to  church,  they 
cannot  tell  for  what  end,  like  thofe  £phe(ians,  mentioned 
A&sxbc.  32.  "  The  more  part  knew  not  wherefore  they 
Mtart  come  together."  They  come  for  nothing,  and  they 
ordinarily  go  away  with  aothing. 

But  as  for  you,  whofe  errand  is  to  meet  with  God, 
and  get  quickening  to  your  fouls,  look  to  the  frame  of 
four  hearts,  let  yourfelves  to  hear  God's  word,  and  join 
in  his  worfliip  with  great  reverence  and  fear  y  cenfider, 
not  only  mmiiters  (God's  ambafladors)  are  pfeferrt,  but 
the  glorious  angels  are  prefont,  nay,  the  God  of  angett 
himfelf  is  prefent*  therefore  foy>  as  Jacob  did  of  Bethel, 
•Gem  ixviii.  16,  17.  "  Surely  trie  Lord  is  in  this  plaa  • 
Hour  dreadful  is  this  place  !  This  is  none  other  but  the 
taife  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven."  in  every  jpart 
of  *God's  worihip,  this  day,  whether  ringing,  praying, 
bearing,  partaking,  ftudy  to  behave  as  one  t-at  believes 
keie  fitted  in  the  prefence  of  the  all-feeing  God,  as  one 
that  is  "working  for  his  immortal  foul,  as  one  that,  with- 
in a  few  days,  Ihall  enter  the  gates  of  death,  and  render 
«n  accpuat  at  the  bar  of  the  great  Judge  of  the  world. 

U.  btudy  to  be  at  the  beginning  ot  worihip,  that  you 
TOty  foe  able  to  fay  with  Cornelius,  Ads  x.  33.  "  Now 
we  are  all  here  prefent  before  God,  to  hear  all  things 

that 
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that  arc  commanded  thee  of  God."  Think  not  that 
you  are  in  time  if  you  win  to  the  le&ure  oij  fermaz^ 
though  you  mifs  the  prayers  that  went  before  ;'  fto/if 
you  finfuJly  mifs  thefe,  you  hive  no  ground  to  eitpefl 
good  by  the  whole  day'*  preaching,  fine-  it  is  by  the 
means  of  the  public  prayers  that  the  word  is  fan&ilid 
to  you,  and  you  are  prepared  for  it ;  and  what  goo 3  can 
the  word  do  you,  if  God  blefs  it  not  to  you  ?  and  bow 
can  you  look  for  the  blefling,  if  you  come  not  to  feci 
it  ?  It  is  not  the  way  to  profit  by  one  ordinance,  to  ne- 
glect another.  1  o  be  late  of  coming  is  oih  n  i'ive  to  Gods 
Humbling  to  ferious  Chriftians,  and  injurious  to  your 
own  fcuh.  Alis!  upon  what  fmall  and  frivolous e* 
cufes  do  many  (by  back  from  the  public  worit ipf  or 
linger  in  coming  to  it  ?  A  little  bufinefs,  a  little  nin, 
fnow,  or  cold,  will  detain  them  from  the  mean*  of  ftV 
vation.  You  that  cannot  hear  the  word,  or  cpmc  in 
time  to  God's  worlhip  for  a  little  cold  now,  coitfdrt 
what  an  clteratio"  there  *ill  be  in  hell  j  thrjfe  if  will  be 
hot  enough,  and  you  fhall  i.ot  have  liberty  of  hearing. 
Did  th*;  cold  hinder  you  ?  There  the  heat  ftiall  puiiith 
you  for  it.  Doth  a  little  rain  or  frow  keep  you  it  fco-nq, 
when  Chrift  15  calling  you  to  receive  him  ?  How  xhtu 
will  you  endure  that  horrible  ten. pert,  which  he  wilt 
rain  on  goipel-flighters,  even  a  fl*;od  of  kindled  brim- 
(lone  that  wil  never  ceafe  nor  quench. 

III.  When  ycu  tirft  fee  the  mimfter  this  day  in-lhs 
pulpit,  think,  *•  O  how  welcome  fliould  I  make  Kim 
thit  bringeth  glad  tidings,  tven  the  news  of  ^econch 
liacion  to  a  periihing  world  ?  Lord,  how  great  |s  tfijr 
clemency  to  us  this  day,  in  fending  thy  ambafiWbb 
with  an  olive-branch  of  peace,  and  not  a  trumpet  of  war 
in  their  irouths ?"  Confider  our  reiterated  rebellion! 
and  provocations,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed  yt 
lhoukl  have  had  a  feaiful  meffage  fent  us,  like  that  of. 
t  e  flying  angel,  Rev  viii  ult.  "  Wo,  wo,  wo  to  the 
i-. habit -aits  01  the  earth,"  &c.  But,  inftead  of  thib,  WC  . 
have  the  i'wect  mefi\ge  in  lfa.  lv.  1.  renewed,  M  Hfl> 
eveiy  one  that  thnfteth,  come  to  the  waters,  and  he 
thv.t  naih  no  money,  come,  buy,'*  &c.  and  that  in  vrr.  J* 
"  Let  the  wicked  f 01  fake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 

man 
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man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,"  &c.  That  is  a  joy*. 
[ul  found,  "  How  then  (hall  we  efcape,  if  we  neglefit 
to  creat  falvation  ?'' 

fV  Study  to  be  devout  and  reverend  in  the  public 
/vo*  (hip,  both  as  to  the  frame  of  your  mind,  and  gefture 
)f  your  body.  It  was  a  good  advice  of  one  for  this 
;pd#  '**'  fix  your  eye  on  the  miniiter,  your  ear  on  the 
pvpfdj  and  your  heart  on  Godr*'  Awe  your  hearts  into 
iiioly  reverence,  by  viewing  the  holinefs  and  power  of 
hat  God  whom  ye  worfhip,  and  revolving  his  tides  of 
najefty  \  fo  did  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  6.  7.  8. 
Who  in  heaven  can  be  compared  to  the  Lord  ?  &c. 
God  U  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  afTembly  of  his  faints, 
he.  p  Lord  God  of  hofts,  who  is  a  ftrong  Lord  like 
unto  thee  I  &c.  Make  a  covenant  with  your  eyes,*'  that 
they  gaze  not  about  in  fpying  your  neighbours  cloaths 
ind  geftures.  A  gadding  eye  is  the  ready  way  to  make 
1  wandering  heart*  The  devil  hath  many  objefts  to 
tempt  and  divert  us  j  firft  men  let  loofe  their  eyes,  and 
:hen  away  goes  the  heart  Make  a  covenant  with  your 
eyes  this  day,  that  they  neither  (hut  with  fleep,  nor  wan- 
der after  vanity.  Hough  bodily  fervice  without  the 
heart  profiteth  little,  yet  the  worfhip  of  out  bodies  is  not 
to  be  wholly  flighted ;  God  hath  a  right  to  the  adoration 
of  our  bodies  as  well  as  our  fouls,  for  Chrift  fuffered  for 
both,  I  Cor.  vi.  20.  And  we  find  Chrift  and  the  faints 
En  the  fcriptnre  ufing  reverent  geftures  in  prayer.  I  dare 
Kiot  prcrifely  reftrifi  people  to  any  one  particular  gefture 
iff  public  prayer,  neither  defire  I  to  lay  more  itrefs  upon 
£etiarcs  than  they  will  bear,  fince  I  know  communion 
toith  God  may  be  obtained  in  any  gefture  j  yet  1  mud 
Own,  (bat  it  is  the  unhappy  effe£l  of  our  contention  a- 
bout  geftures,  that  fome  ferious  perfons,  who  have  a  de» 
tout  refpeft  to  God  and  holy  things,  do  yet  feem  more 
irreverent  in  their  outward  carriage,  than  fome  who  are 
fctaogeti  to  the  power  of  godlinefs  and  immoral  in  their 
coqterfations.  I  know  thefe  place  all  their  religion 
ia  outward  geftures  and  forms,  and  go  no  further ;  yet 
this  wairants  none  to  run  to  the  other  extreme,  to  de- 
§»fc  a  decent  or  devout  gefture.  If  weaknefs  of  nature 
1  Vol.  IVi  C  q  require 
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require  a  perfon  to  fit  in  time  of  public  prayer,  I  do  not. 
quarrel  it,  but,  when  no  juft  caufe  can  bfe  pleaded  {or 
it,  I  cannot  fay  that  it  is  a  fuitable  praying  pofture  it 
public  worfhip.  A  lazy  fluggifti  pofture  in  prayer  tendi 
to  bring:  on  fleep  and  drowfinefs,  and  makes  us  forget 
•what  we  pre  about ;  whereas,  when  we  ftand  up,  and 
univerfally  change  our  pofture  when  public  prayer  be- 
gins, it  helps  to  awaken  people  to  think  upon  the  folemi 
addrefles  they  are  making  to  tl\e  great  God.  Only  let 
us  take  care,  that  there  be  no  vanity,  feif-oonceifj  « 
affe£tation,  in  the  poftures  of  our  bodies  at  worthip.  "■ 

V.  Come  to  hear  the  word  with  a  fincerc  pikrpofct© 
obey  it,  and  comply  with  the  whole  will  of  God  witt 
out  referve,  be  it  pleafant  or  harfli  to  nature ;  be  ready 
to  perform  every  known  duty,  and  pare  with  crery 
known  fin,  be  it  as  dear  as  your  right-hand,  or  right 
eye.  It  is  not  enough  to  fay,  We  are  all  prefect  Id 
hear  the  fermon  \  but  you  mud  fay,  with  Cornelius  mil 
his  company,  A£U  x.  "  We  are  prefent  to  tear  sit 
things  commanded  us  of  God."  And  in  a  fpecial  man- 
ner you  muft  be  ready  to  hear  and  obey  his  "great 
command,  of  believing  on  the  name  of  his  Son,"  which 
is  the  ^reat  end  of  preaching  and  hearing  Wherefore, 
when  Chrift  knocks  by  his  word  at  the  door  of  four 
heart,  be  ready  to  open,  and  welcome  him  in  with  joy; 
fay  to  him,  ab  Laban  to  Abraham's  fcrvant,  Gen.  xxir. 
31.  u  Come  in,  thou  blefled  of  the  Lord}  wherefore 
ftandeft  thou  without  ?"  Though  alas  I  cannot  fay  what 
follows,  "  I  have  prepared  the  houfe,  yet,  Lord  come  in 
and  prepare  it  for  thyfelf :  And  though  **I  be  unworthy 
that  thou  (houldit  come  under  my  roof,"  yet  a  word 
from  thee  can  cle;  life  and  repair  the  houfe,  yea,  and 
*'  prepare  an  upper  room"  for  thyfelf  \  u  Lord;  (peak 
the  word  and  it  (hall  be  done."  '""■ 

VI.  Give  clofe  attention  to  the  word.  God  loofes  y<ra 
this  day  from  the  world,  that  you  may  u  attend  on  the 
Lord  without  diftra&ion,"  1  Cor.  vii.  35.  Attend  thil 
day  to  what  your  Lord  faith  to  you,  as  men  who  belfere 
ihat  every  Sabbath  and  every  fermon,  that  every  pray- 
er and  exhortation,  every  call  and  offer  of  gracej 
bring  you  a  ftep  nearer  heaven,  or  nearer  hell  i  nearer 

to 
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fco  the  manfiont  with  Chrift,  or  to  a  dwelling  with  devils  \ 
and  thatendlcfs  eternity  depends. upon  your  attention 
to  God's  word*  How  attentively  would  a  condemned 
rebel  hearken  to  his  prince,  every  word  being  either  life 
or  death  to  him  !  Confide^  it  is  matter  of  life  and  death 
to  you*  yea*  your  life  through  all  the  ages  of  never  end- 
ing eternity  v  your  life  depends  on  right  hearing,  Deut* 
xx*ii.  47*  And  will  you  not  take  head  ?  You  would 
luwe  God  attentive  to  your  words  in  the  time  of  your 
stiftre&ft  and  will  you  not  be  attentive  to  his  words  in 
the  time  of  your  health  ? .  Could  a  minifter  tell  you  how 
you  might  acquire  a  good  eftate,  or  where  you  might 
find  a  rich  treafure,  you  would  hearken  to  that ;  but* 
for  an  inheritance  or  treafure  in  heaven,  many  think  it 
Qot  worth  their  while  to  notice:  Is  not  this  an  argu- 
ment of  ttrong  carnality  and  atheifm  ?  O  If  we  could 
imitate  Chrift's  hearers,  Luke  xix.  48.  it  is  fa  id,  "  They 
were  all  very  attentive  to  hear  him ;''  the  word  attentive 
according  to  the  original,  maybe  rendered,  They  bunged 
en  bint,  or  They  hanged  their  ears. at  Cbri/Fj  lips  i  Let  US* 
in.  like  manner,  hang  upon  Chrift  in  hearing  of  the 
word,  even  as  the  child  doth  upon  the  bread,  01  as  the 
bee  Upon  a  flower.  ■    .  - 

There  is  nothing  that  fatan  aims  at  more,  than  to  di- 
vert your  attention  in  time  of  hearing  the  word.  This 
enemy  of  your  fouls  is  bufy  every  day  laying-  {hares  for 

Eu,  feeking  vour  ruin  :  But,  O  how  afiive  is  he  every 
lid's  day  i  The  devil  is  it  ill  fii  ft  at  church  y  the  child- 
ren of  GocLnever  gather  together,  but  fatan  is  among 
them :  And  his  great  defign  is,  to  render  this  engine  of 
the  word  fruitlefi,  becaufe  by  it  the  ftioug  hold*  of  his 
kingdom  have  been  battered  and  broken  down.  Now> 
the  way  be  finds  moil  fuccef<>  i$,  by  tempting  our  eyes 
and  thoughts  to  wander,  in  order  to  keep  us  from  being 
attentive  in  time  of  hearing.  O  then,  if  we  would  have 
the  .word  to  profit  us,  let  us  watch  againit  fatan's  temp- 
tations and  fuggeftions ;  let  us<, guard  againit  wander- 
ing, wearying,  drowfintC*,  or  anything  that  may  hin- 
der our  attention.  Am!  for  thofe  that  can  write  quick- 
ly, to  write  down  the  heads  of  the  fermon  in  time  of 
hearings  is  by  fome  reckoned  a  good  mean  to  engage  the 
C  c  2  attention, 
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attention,  prevent  drowfinefs*  and  help  the 
afterwards j  and  fome  have  found  it  very  feftcftkf 
and  edifying  a  long  time  after,  to  be  looking  over  what 
they  had  written.  But  efpccially  it  is  proper  for  young 
people  to  learn  and  ufe  this  way  of  writing*        ' 

VII.  In  a  fpecial  manner,  take  heed  to  die  word  tfcat 
fuits  your  cafe,  and  moil  concerns  your  foul ;  partktto* 
ly  to  that  word  that  difcovers  the  finfuioefi  and  vile* 
nefs  of  a  poor  foul  by  nature  ?  and  to  that  word  Ait 
points  out  the  mifery  of  the  unbeliever,  and  that  flievft 
the  weight  of  thofe  curfes,  the  tenor  of  that  wrath,  ant 
feverity  of  divine  juftice,  to  which  he  is  hourly  expofedf 
and  to  that  word  that  fets  out  fin  in  its  black  and  bloody 
colours  ;  to  that  word  that  (hews  your  inability  to  hdp 
yourfelf  out  of  your  mifcrable  Aate ;  to  that  word -tktf 
difcovers  your  need  of  Chrift,  and  his  excellency,  fiteefl 
and  fuitablenefs  for  you ;  and  co  that  word  that  cMiei 
clofe  home  to  your  conference,  and  tells  you,  at  Nathan 
did  David,  "  Thou  art  the  man,"  J>ou  art  the  poor  left 
finner  that  is  condemned,  and  for  ever  undone,  wiAr 
out  Chrift.  Take  heed  to  that  word  that  point*  eat 
your  particular  fine,  your  predominate  lulls  and  idobj 
take  with  the  charge,  and  cry  out,  Unclean^  **cfa& 
While  hearing  the  word,  you  ought  to  place  your  fins, 
and  efpecially  your  darling  lufts,  in  the  front  of  the  bat- 
tle (as  Uriah)  purpofcly  to  be  flain,  and  fay,  **  Lord, 
let  thef*  fmooth  ftones  taken  out  of  the  brook  of  the 
fandluary  be  thrown  by  fo  ikilful  and  powerful  a  hand, 
that  they  may  fink  deep  into  the  foreheads  of  theft 
uncircumcifed  ones,  to  their  utter  ruin  and  dcftru&km*" 
And  O  it  were  happy,  if,  while  the  word  doth  touch 
our  fins,  our  hearts  wree  melted  like  Peter's,  and  moved 
to  go  home  and  weep  bitterly.  O  what  reafon  have  we 
to  weep,  when  we  hear  of  the  boundlefs  mercy  which 
we  have  defpifed,  the  matchlefs  mifcry  which  we  hare 
deferred,,  the  infinite  love  which  we  have  abufed,  an* 
the  righteous  law  which  we  have  tranfgrefled ! 

VI H.  Mix  your  hearing  with  faith,  i.  e.  believe, 
i  •  That  it  is  God  who  fpeaks j  the  word  u  his,  and 
not  man's.  2.  That  he  fpeaks  to  you  in  particlar,  aa 
if  he  mentioned  you  by  name  and  firname.     Put  not 

reproofs 
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reproofs  and  threatening*  by  yourfelves,  and  fay,  They 
belong  to  your  neighbour,  and  not  to  you  ;  for  this  is 
a -dangerous  ftratagem  of  the  devil  againft  your  fouls. 
But  let  every  man  open  his  ear,  and  hear  what  the  Spirit 
faith  to  him,  and  apply  the  word  particularly  to  him- 
felf  j  for  the  heft  plaifter  that  ever  was  made  up,  can 
do  no  good  unlefe  it  be  applied.  3.  Believe  that  what 
the  Lord  fpwks  to  you  by  his  word,  is  true  and  cer- 
tain: that  his  do&rine  is  holy,  and  his  laws  juft:  that 
his  tnreatenings  will  be  ftri&ly  executed,  and  his  promi- 
(ct  faithfully  aceomplifhed.  It  is  for  want  of  faith  that 
die  word  doth  not  profit.  If  but  as  much  credit  were 
given  to  the  divine  teftimony  and  word  of  God,  as  we 
girt  to  human  teftimony  and  the  writings  of  men,  the 
Wdtd  would  have  more  fuccefs  and  efficacy  than,  alas ! 
tthath-on  the  mod  part* 

IX.  Lay  up  what  you  hear  in  your  hearts  and  me- 
mories, and  be  at  all  pains  to  retain  it ;  for  the  devil, 
like  the  fowls  of  the  air,  is  at  hand  to  (hatch  away  the 
feed  of  the  word  as  foon  as  it  lights,  if  we  be  not  care- 
ful to  hide  it  in  our  hearts*  Therefore  it  is  a  good 
help  in  time  of  hearing,  to  be  often  recalling  and  re- 
peating the  heads  of  what  has  been  fpoken  in  our  minds; 
for  when  we  hear  a  head  but  once,  and  think  no  more 
upon  it  till  the  fermon  be  done,  we  are  fair  to  lofe  it. 

X-  Join  cordially  with  the  congregation  in  finging 
die  praifes  of  God.      This  is  a  heavenly  duty,  pleafant 
to  God,  and  profitable  to  yourfelves  :  therefore  be  con* 
fcientious  in  the  performing  of  it :  "  Sing  with  under- 
(landing,*9  and  meditate  upon  what  you  fing ;  "  ling 
with  grace  in  your  hearts,"  Col.  iii.  16.      it  is  grace 
that  fweetens  the  voice  in  God's  ear,  an  old  heart  can- 
not fing  a  new  fong ;  nay,  grace  muft  be  in  a  lively 
etercife  when  you  (ing,  according  to  Pfal.  lviu  8.  you 
(hould  cry  to  your  Le-irts  and  to  your  graces,  and  par- 
ticularly to  faith,  love  and  delight,  as  in  Judges  v.  iz. 
w    Awake,   awake,  Deborah,    awake,  awake,  utter  a 
fang/1  &c.     There  (hould  be  a  great  warmnefs  of  love 
and  affe&ion  to  God  when  we  fing  to  him,  according 
to  Ifa.  v«  I.    Look  well  then  to  your  hearts  in  finging, 

mind 
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mind  the  matter  more  than  the  mufic,  the  cleanneb  of 
the  heart  more  than  the  clearnefs  of  the  voice. 

Non  vox  fed  voium ;  no*  muftca  cfwrdulayfed  cor  : 
Non  clamaiiSyfed  amans  pfallit  in  aure  Dei* 

I  cannot  pafs  fome  here,  without  a  reproof,  fuch  as 
thofe,  i.  Who  fit  dumb  in  the  congregation  while 
their  neighbours  are  praifing  God,  as  if  the  devil  had 
tackt  their  tongues  to  the  roof  of  their  mouths :  Think, 
not  this  work  below  the  greateft  of  you,  for  it.  is  your 
honour.  Excufe  not  yourfelves  by  laying,  you  cannot 
fing  mufically  ;  for,  if  you  had  any  delight  in  the  duty§ 
you  would  fing  as  you  can.  2.  Thofe  who  in  finging, 
notice  the  tune  more  than  the  matter,  and  mind  thfr 
voice  more  than  the  "  making,  melody  in  their  heartsjfr 
the  Lord."  3.  Thofe  that  abfent  themielvet  faun  the 
finging  of  the  pfalms,  who  either  come  not  at  the  he* 
ginning  of  worlhip  till  the.  pfalms  be  over,  or  rife  and 
go  out  at  the  clofe  before  the  pfalm*-  be.fung.  Woald 
you  know  whofe  difciples  they  are  who  do  fo,  they  are 
not  Chrift's,  but  Judas's;  for  when  Chrift  fang  the 
hymn  on  the  back  of  the  communion,  Matt.  xxvi.  30. 
all  the  difciples  were  prefent  but  Judas,  who  flipt  oat 
before  the  pfalms ;  and,  fince  he  turned  his  back  upon 
fo  fweet  a  duty,  it  could  not  be  a  good  errand  he  was 
going  about  \  it  was  firfl  to  betray  his  M after,  and  then 
to  hang  himfelf.  O  then,  take  warning,  and  folloy 
Judas's  example  no  more. 

XI.  Let  none  go  forth  before  pronouncing  of  the 
blefling.  God  allows  none,  great  or  f mall,  to  go  out 
before  his  woxfhip  be  ended  ;  both  prince  and  people 
muft  meet  and  part  at  ihe  fame  time,  Eztk.  xlvu  io. 
Thofe  that  wilfully  depart  without  hearing  the  blefling 
pronounced,  and  make  a  cullom  of  it,  if  they  repent 
not,  it  is  to  be  feared  they,  muft  one  day  (lay  to  hear 
that  fentence,  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed."  Tott 
run  away  from  the  blefling,  but  you  cannot  run  from 
this  curfe.  Wherefore  Jet  us  (lay  the  blefling,  and  re* 
verently  (land  up  (as  the  congregation  of  lfrael  did, 
1  Kings  viii.  14.)  to  receive  our  (hare  in  it,  hoping  and 
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praying  that  it  may  come  down  upon  us,  as  it  furely 
wil),  if  we  beiieviftgly  look  up  to  him,  that  "  commands 
the  blefiing  upon  mount  Zion,  even  life  for  evermore.*1 

Concerning  our  behaviour  betwixt  Sermons. 

HAVING  finifhed  the  work  of  the  forenoon,  you 
muft  take  care  how  you  difpofe  of  yourfelves  betwixt 
fermons. 

I.  If  the  fritermiffidn'  be  fomewhat  long,  and  your 
toufe*  neat  at  hand,  then  retire  to  them,  meditating  u- 
p6n  what  you  have  heard,  and  fixing  the  convt&ions  and 
ditt&ioris  into  your  minds;  beware  of  worldly  thoughts 
or  Vords  by  the  way. 

1.-  Aflbon  as  you  come  home,  go  to  fecret  prayer, 
Aid  beg  God's  help  to  improve  what  you  have  heard, 
that  it  may  kill  fin,  and  quicken  grace  in  you ;  and  that 
God  may  ftrengthen  ycuT  weak  memories  to  retain  it, 
and  pardon  your  failings  in  his  fervice. 

3.  Eat  fpaiingly  betwixt  fermons,  left  it  dull  your 
(pints,  and  indifpofe  you  for  the  afternoon  s  work ;  and 
fee  that  your  difcourfe  in  time  thereof  be  fuitable  to  the 
day.    " 

4.  If  time  allow,  negleft  not  to  call  ybur  families  to- 
gether for  the  worfhip  of  God. 

5.  If  you  have  any  time  to  be  alone,  fpend  it  frugally 
in- reading,  pray mg,  or  meditating  5  let  not  a  moment  of 
it  be  loft :  Either  think  on  what  you  have  been  hearing, 
or  draw  fpiritual  inftru&ions  from  what* you  fee.  Do 
you  fit  by  the  fire,  and  fee  the  fparks  fly  up  ?  think, 
11  Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upward," 
Job.T.  7.  f*Sin  hath  filled  my  (hort  life  with  troubles; 
but  biefTed  be  God,  tint  I  am  this  day  invited  to  come 
to  Jcfus  Chriftj  who  is  a  remedy  both  for  fin  and  for* 
rowi*  . 

Doft  thou  fee  a  fpider  in  the  window  wearing  cun- 
ning web*  to  catch  the  filly  fly?  Think,  "  Satan,  that 
canning  enemy,  is  doing  the  like  for  my  poor  foul.* 
Seeft'thoti  how  the  fpider  hides  itfeif  in  its  hole  till  once 
the  fly  be  int&ngled,  and  then  runs  to  feize  it,  and  drag 
it  into  its  hole  ?  So  doth  the  devil  lie  in  wait  till  once 
finners  be  caught  into  his  fnare*>  and  then  he  lays  on 

them, 
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them,  and  hals  them  away  to  hell  with  him.  Again, 
think  how  painfully  and  curioufly  the  fpiders  wea?e 
their  cobwebs  to  catch  flies,  never  conGdering  that,  be- 
fore their  prey  be  caught,  both  they  and  their  webs  may 
be  fwept  down  by  the  befom,  and  erode  in  the  duft. 
What  is  this  but  a  lively  emblem  of  .the  curious  projefli 
which  fome  frame  for  gaining  the  world?  What  are 
they  elfe  but  a  taking  great  pains  to  catch  a  fly  ?  And 
oft,  before  it  be  caught,  death  •  comes  with  its  betm, 
and  fweeps  them  and  their  fine  proje£U  down  ii 
the  grave  altogether;  "  For  in  that  day  all  their  thoughts 
perifh,"  Pfal.  cxlvi.  4.  But  O  how  wife  are  thofe  fools, 
who  are  laying  out  all  their  thoughts,  and  ufing  all  means 
this  day  to  win  Chrift  !  This  is  a  proje&  that  will  for- 
vive  death  •,  here  is  gain  that  death  cannot  rob  then  <£• 
Thus  we  fee  how  every  thing  might  learn  us  a  Spiritual 
lefibn,  if  we  were  fpiritually  minded. 

9.  If  you  be  far  from  home,  and  have  not  a  houft  10 
which  you  can  conveniently  go  betwixt  fermoro*  then 
improve  your  time  as  well  as  you  can,  either  in  the 
church  or  church- yard,  by  reading,  meditating,  private 
ejaculations,  or  fpiritua)  conferences.  It  is  very  fad  to 
tear  people  in  the  church*  yard  this  day  talking  abort 
their  markets,  corns,  cattle,  and  other  worldly  fuhjefis: 
Alas !  the  devil  is  as  bufy  fowing  his  tares  in  the  church- 
yard as  Quid's  minifters  are  in  fowing  the  good  feed 
in  the  church,  and  hath  far  more  increafe  than  they. 
Is  it  not  iirange  that  people  (hould  go  forth  from  hear- 
ing a  warm  fermon,  yea,  a  fcrmon  exa£Uy  adapted  to 
their  fouls  cafe,  and  yet  have  never  a  word  of  it  among 
them,  more  than  they  had  been  deaf  or  ueeping  all  the 
time  >  but  no  fooner  is  the  word  out  of  the  nuoiftet'i 
mouth,  but  prefently  the  world  is  in  theirs  ! 

$>ueji.  May  not  we  aflc  or  hear  news  this  day  ? 

AnJ.  Afkmg,  hearing  or  telling  news  this  day  is  fin- 
f ul,  if  it  be  done  to  fatisfy  curioiity,  to  divert  or  put  off 
the  time ;  this  would  be  a  "  finding  our  own  pleafuic," 
which  is  forbidden  on  the  Lord's  day.  But  if  it  be  done 
that  we  iriay  know  how  it  fares  with  the  church  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  that  v/e  may  get  our  hearts  fuifc 
ably  afle&ed  with  the  cafe  of  Zion,  as  it  was  with  Ne- 

hemiah, 
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hettiah,  Neb.  1.2.  "  I  aflced  them  concerning  the 
Jews*  and  concerning  Jerufalem;"  1  fay,  irrthat  cafe  it 
is  lawful-}  for  thus  we  (hew  our  concern  for  the  king- 
jtom-of  Chrift  in  the  world,  and  hereby  we  may  be 
jomiQttd  with  matter  both  of  prayer  and  praife.  Out- 
Wand  events  and  occurrences,  if  rightly  improven,  will 
be  fo  far  from  tmframing  the  fpiiit  for  the  duties  of  the 
Sabbath,  that  we  may  reap  much  fpiritual  advantage 
fiwh  then:  Let  us  therefore  tak£  care  to  make  a  fpiri- 
tbal  improfement  of  the  news  we  hear  this  day ;  for 
God's  power,  mercy  and  juftice*  may  be  feen  and  ad- 
mired in*  the  occurrences  of  providence,  as  well  as  in 
the  4rorka,of  creation.  Doft  thou  hear  any  news  that 
mike**  thee  glad  ?  let  it  excite  thee  to  blefs  God  for  the 
tfweet  gofpcl  news  of  "  Chrift's  coming  to  fare  loft 
Sntteri,"  which  thou  haft  been  hearing  this  day*  Let 
it  put  thee  in  mind  what  glad  tidings  it  will  be  to  a 
believer  to  hear  the  found  of  the  laft  trumpet,  and  the 
abfolving  fentence  of  Chrift  his  Judge,  Doft  thou  hear 
of  the  raging  contentions,  divifions  and  confufions,  that 
are  in  the  world  i  Let  it  mind  thee  of  the  bleft  agree- 
ment and  harmony  that  is  among  the  faints  and  angels 
nbtive*  •  Doft  thou  hear  of  bloody  wars  and  rumours 
tif  wars  ?  Remember  the  day  is  at  hand,  O  believer, 
when  thou  (halt  be  houfed  with  Chrift  the  "  Prince  of 
peace,"  where  there  is  nothing  but  perfeft  peace,  union 
and  tranquillity. 

*  Bixty  in  cafe  you  fit  or  walk  alone  betwixt  fermons* 
in  the  church  or  church- yard,  you  may  either  think 
Upon  what  you  have  been,  hearing,  or  meditate  upon 
ydur  latter  end,  which  the  graves  you  fee  and  tread 
on,  loudly  call  you  to.  Think  how  "  one  generation 
comes,  and  another  goes."  Our,  fathers  had  their  day 
upon  the  ftage,  and  they  are  gone  oft  to  make  room  for 
ltd  ;  now  we  have  our  day  upon  the  ftage,  but  in  a  little 
ire  muft  gooff  alfo,  and  giv?  place  tp  the  fucceeding 

SitoevaAon.     As  we  draw  on  fome  upon  the  ftage,  thefe 
>  thurft  us  off  it  again,  and  we  muft  tttortly  be  laid 
with  our  fathers.      Again,  think  what  a  mortifying 
fight  id  before  our  eyes  5  there  lies  the  rubbiih  of  a 
thoufand  generations*     What  is  the  whole  world  al- 
Vol.  IV.  D  d  rnoft, 
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moll,  but  i  heap  of  grates  and  dead  thens  fctaft?  . 
Much  of  the  ground  we  now  trfead  on,  as  vtdl  as  theft 
graves,  was  once  living ;  fo  that  we  plough  up  and  dig 
through  our  forefathers,  and  muft  (hordy  turn  eartl 
ourfelves  to  buiy  our  poftcrity.  What  catife  have  we 
then  to  be  humble'?  We  are  made  of  the  fame  metal 
with  the  ground  we  walk  on  :  God's  hands  have  knea& 
ed  our  bodies  of  the  fame  clay  with  other*,  and  fcii 
fingers  will  crumble  us  again  into  the  fame  daft.  Let 
s  us  abhor  pride,  for  this  piece  of  ground  will  lay  us  att 
low  enough  in  a  fhort  time  :  As  fix  foot  of  air  deck 
contain  us  while  we  live,  fo  fix  foot  of  earth  here  wiR 
fuffice  us  when  we  are  dead  ;  and  why  (hottrd  we  bwrft 
of  any  earthly  enjoyments  ?  What  is  it  we  value  ow* 
felves  upon  ?  Is  it  our  high  extra£t  ?  Ah  !  the  worms 
have  as  noble  an  extracl  as  we  •,  nay,  they  are  of  an  oWcr 
f .  mily  and  rife,  for  "  every  creeping  thing?  was  made 
before  man,  Gem  i.  I>o  you  value  yourfelves  for  yintf 
riches  ?  remember  both  the  poor  and  you  fliall  ly  down 
in  the  dull:  together,  and  the  worms  (hall  covter  you 
alike,  Job  xxi.  26.  Nay,  the  body  of  a  beggar  makes 
as  good  duft  as  the  body  of  a  king ;  the  grave  duft  of 
the  one  fmtlls  as  fweet  as  the  other,  there  it  makes  BO 
obeifance  to  it,  nor  keeps  any  diftance  from  it. 

Concerning  the  Afternoon's  Worjhip* 

When  the  time  for  the  afternoon's  worfhip  is  come, 
fee  that  ye  return  again  to  it  in  due  time  ;  think  not 
the  half  of  the  day  enough  for  the  fervice  of  God  5  re- 
member the  whole  day  is  his :  Your  fouls  neceffities 
alfo  require  your  attending  on  all  diets  of  woiftiipj 
therefore  mifs  no  opportunity,  for  you  know  not  when 
you  may  meet  with  Chrift.  Thomas,  by  being  abfent 
from  one  meeting  of  the  difciples,  loit  a  joyful  fight  of 
ChrHt  which  the  reft  got,  and  for  fome  time  after- 
wards laboured  under  lad  doubting  and  unbelief :  So 
you  that  withdraw  from  any  of  the  meetings  of  God's 
people  In  the  lan&uary,  have  reafon  to  fear  plague*, 
upon  your  foula.  You  that  go  away  unneceflarily  from 
the  afternoon's  worlhip,  (as  many  in  the  country  do) 
conticer  what  a  (hrewd  lign  it  is,  that  ye  have  got  little 
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good  die  forenoon,  and  that  ye  are  very  indifferent 
what  become  of  your  precious  fouls.  Know  you  not 
that  the  loft  of  one  opportunity  may  be  the  Iofs  of  your 
jbuls  ?  It  , may  be,  in  your  a?  fence »  the  Spirit,  who 
blow£  when  he  Hitrth,  did  vou$hf.ife  a.  gale,  which 
migh*  h^Vcr  melted  your  frozen  heart ;  it  may  be,  then 
th^n  ch«-  utord  .was  fpoke,  that,  through  God's  bleiliog, 
tnight  .have  begun  a  good  work  on  your  f  ml :  And 
when  you  provpkt*  Ivm,  by  negle&ing  fuch  art  oppor- 
Canity,  what  do  you  know  if  ever  he  vouchfafc  fuch 
gpothcr  gate  to  you  ail  your  life  again  ? 

j&s  for  your  carriage  during  the  afternoon's  worfhip, 
%  jefer  you  to  the  foregping  dire&ions  $  for  they  fuit;. 
the  afternoon,  a-  well  as  the  forenoon* 
.  .Onjy  there  are  fome  few  things  more  I  would  mind, 

IW-of: 

.  I  If  there  be  fick  perfons  4vho  deGre  the  aid  of  your 
prayers ;  as  you  ought  to  fympathize  with  them  fo  you 
ou.ght  aiCo  to  remember  God's  g,»odnefs  to  you,  that; 

Eefepvqg  you  in  health,  when  others  are  tofled  on  fick 
lids:  lbat  allows  you  to  fing  his  praifes,  while  others, 
afe -groaning  with  pains;  that  gives  you  liberyr  to. at- 
tend his  ordinances?,  when  others,  better  than  you,  are 
detained  therefrom* 

II.  If  baptifm  be  adminiftred  after  fermoh,  then,  take 
thefe  dirediions  concerning  your  carnage  on  that  oc- 
casion. 1.  Beware  of  removing  before  it  is  ov.tr,  as 
many  do,  for  this  argues  bo'h  a  contempt  of  Chrift's 
ordinance,  which  he  hath  folemnly  inftitute  for  his 
churchYgood,  and  want  of  charity  to  the  perfons  to 
be  baptized,  in  that  you  will  not  ftay  to  pray  for  them, 
or  -receive  them  into  the  communion  of  the  vifible 
church  :  As  alfo,  it  fheweth  that  you  have  little  regard 
%o  your  own  fouls,  in  that  you  turn  your  b>ck  upon 
fuch  an  .excellent  mean  of  edification  ae  tjiis  is..  You 
that  are  guilty  this  way,  beware  of  it  for-  the  future. 
Confider  what  an  irreverent  and  unbecoming  thing  it 
'Would  be,  if  all  would  do  as  you  do  :.  A«d,  do  you  not 
tempt  others,  by  your  example,  to  go  off.  with  you  ?       ^ 

2.  Stay  ftill  and  pray  for  the  members  to  be  in- 
grafted as  others  did  for  you  :  Prav  that  God  may  give 
D  d  2  the 
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the  inward  grace  with  the  outward  feal,  and  apply 
ChriiVs  blood  to  the  foul,  as  water  is  applied  to  the 
body. 

3.  Remember  your  own  baptifm  and  folemn  en- 
gagements, to  Chrift  in  infancy.  Remember  whofe 
name  you  bear,  whofe  livery  yoti  wear,  and  whofe  co* 
lours  ye  are  fworn  to :  And  be  humbled  for  your  ma- 
nifold pollutions,  your  falling  fliort  of  the  grace  of 
baptifm,  and  walking  contrary  to  your  folemn  tows. 
Examine  what  fruits  you  reap  from  your  baptifm,  and 
if  you  have  got  your  intereft  in  pardon  of  fin,  fanffi* 
fying  grace,  and  other  bleflings,  fealed  to  you  in  that 
facrament,  cleared  up  and  fecured  :  And  try  if  ye  feel 
the  efficacy  of  ChriiVs  blood,  reprefented  and  applied 
in  that  ordinance,  melting  your  hearts,  cleanfing  yott 
from  (in,  and  quickening  you  to  holinefs.  I  (hall  fay 
no  more  in  this  place  concerning  our  improving  of  our 
baptifm,  nor  of  the  duties  of  parents  who  prefent  their 
children  to  it,  nor  of  thofe  who  are  witnefies ;  feeing 
I  have  handled  thefe  points  pretty  fully  in  my  Sacra* 
mental  Catechifm,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 

III.  If  you  be  called  after  the  difmiffing  of  the  con* 
gregation,  and  before  you  return  home,  to  attend  the 
funerals  of  any  of  your  deceaft  neighbours,  let  your 
words  and  carriage  be  grave,  and  fuitable  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  abhor  that  levity  and  frothinefs  which  many  fhew 
at  fuch  occafions.  When  you  draw  nigh,  and  fee  the 
open  grave,  think,  God  is  caufing  the  grave  to  open  its 
mouth,  to  warn  me  of  my  latter  end,  and  to  tell  me, 
"  that  I  muft  ly  there  ere  long."  When  you  fee  the 
bones  Scattered  about  the  grave's  mouth,  in  fearful  con- 
fuilon,  think,  My  fkull  and  bones  will  be  thus  lying 
and  trampled  on  in  a  fhort  time,  and  will  not  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  bones  of  others ;  and  what  folly  is  it 
for  men  to  be  lifting  up  themfelves,  and  defpifing  others 
now  ?  When  you  hear  the  doleful  murmur  that  is 
made  by  the  flculls  and  clods  of  earth  ftriking  upon  the 
coffin,  think  with  thyfelf,  that  it  founds  forth  thefe 
words,  "  Remember  thou  muft  die,  confider  thy  latter 
end."    When  you  fee  the  grave  filled  up,  and  covered 
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Ath  eirth,  and  people  departing  from  it,  think,  Thus 
rill  I  be  carried  out,  and  left  alone  by  all  my  friends  ; 
nd  there  will  be  none  to  bear  me  company  in  this  dark 
ell,  but  the  worms,  who  will  feaft  thcmfelves  on  me, 
rithout  any  to  hinder  them.  O  to  be  always  humble 
nd  mindful  of  death ! 

JLaflfyy  Let  not  the  impreflions  of  your  neighbour's 
unerals  wear  foon  off.  Some  are  under  a  little  conc- 
ern at  the  time ;  but  no  fooner  is  the  dead  interred, 
nd  the  grave  filled  up  again,  but  all  their  ferious 
toughts  evanifh,  and  they  return  to  their  fins  and  plea* 
ires  as  before.  But  fee  that  your  concern  be  lading; 
o  away  thinking,  I  may  be  the  nest  for  whom  the 
rave  may  be  opened  :  Therefore  <c  I  will  wait  all  the 
ays  of  my  appointed  time,  till  my  change  come." 

IV.  If  there  be  any  public  worQiip,  lefture,  cate- 
hifing,  or  repetition  of  the  fermons  this  evening ;  let 
II,  who  can,  attend  the  fame :  For  as  much  of  the 
word's  day  as  can  be,  mould  be  fpent  in  the  public  ex- 
rafes  and  meetings  of  Gods  people.  I  acknowledge, 
amily  duties  and  fecret  duties  are  like  ways  to  be  per- 
ormed,  and  time  mud  be  allowed  for  them ;  and  it  is 
veil  when  matters  are  fo  ordered,  that  public  and  pri- 
vate duties  do  not  interfere  on  the  Lord's  day.  But, 
arhenever  they  feem  to  do  it,  let  it  be  obferved  as  a  rule 
in  this  cafe, tf  the  private  ought  to  give  place  to  the  pub* 
ic  ;w  for  it  is  one  chief  end  of  fetting  apart  this  day, 
olemnly  to  acknowledge  God,  and  celebrate  his  wor- 
Up  in  the  aflemblies  and  meetings  of  Chriftians. 

Concerning  our  behavUur  after  Public  Worjhip* 

I  come  to  the  third  thing,  to  (hew  what  U  neceflary 
o  be  done  after  the  public  worftiip  is  over. 

I.  If  you  be  going  home  in  company  with  others, 
hen  confer  together  upon  the  femrons  you  have  heard 
>y  the  way  :  For,  Deut.  xi.  i8v  19.  you  are  commanded 
jot  only  to  lay  up  "  God's  words  in  your  heart,"  but  to 
jjjeak  of  them  when  ••  you  walk  by  the  way."  We  fee 
thrift's  hearers  talked  of  the  word  by  the  way,  Luke 
*xir.  32.  «*  Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  U3  while  he 

opened 
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opened  to  us  the  fcriptures  ?"  I  know  this  is  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Chriftians  in  (brae  places,  though  I  fear 
there  is  little  of  this  fort  of  conference  among  ui.  Id- 
Head  of  it,  I  fear  it  is  the  talk  of  many,  when  going 
home*,  of  this  and  the  other  perfon  they  faw  in  the 
church,  or  fpake  with  abour  worldly  affairs* 

II.  If  you  have  not  r.ccafion  tor  converfe,  then  me- 
ditate upon  what  you  have  beard  through  the  day,  P&l 
Ixii  10  "  God  hath  fpoken  once,  yea  twice  have  I  heard 
it,"  faith  i he  Pfalmift.  That  which  God  fpea&s,you 
ihould  go  over  it  again  in  your  thought*,  and  chew  the 
cud  upon  it.  Let  it  continue  like  the  ringing  of  belli 
founding  in  your  ears  after  the  bells  are  ceafed.  It  «tt 
a  good  anfwer  that  one,  coming  from  church,  gave  to 
another  that  aflccd  him,  If  the  fcrmon  was  done?  M  Nay, 
(fays  he)  the  congregation  is  difmuTed,  but  I  hope  the 
fcrmon  is  not  done." 

III.  You  may  alfo  be  furniflied  with  other  occafional 
meditations  very  (uitable  to  the  day,  from  the  tkingl 
you  may  fee  by  the  way.  Doft  thou  fee  the  elms 
turning  black,  and  threatening  rain,  which  caufe  thee 
to  mend  thy  pace  and  hafte  home  ?  Think,  furely  afflic- 
tions are  mercies  to  God's  people ;  they,  like  a  black 
cloud,  caufe  them  to  mend  their  pace,  and  long  to  bt 
home  at  their  Father's  houfe.  If  our  fun  ihould  always 
ihine  with  unclouded  beams,  we  ihould  not  make  fuch 
hafle  :  Should  we  find  too  much  friend  (hip  in  our  inn, 
and  kindnefs  in  our  pilgrimage,  we  would  be  fair  to  for- 
get our  Father's  houfe,  and  our  heritage  above. 

Doft  thou  fee  the  fun  declining,  and  hailing  down 
to  night  ?  think,  the  fun's  motion  is  very  fwift,  though 
infeniible  in  the  mean  time:  He  runs  many  thoufand 
miles  in  an  hour,  and  flies  with  incredible  fwiftnefs 
about  the  earth,  carrying  our  time  about  with  him ;  b 
we  (though  the  molt  part  be  infenfibie  of  it)  are -flying 
as  fail  to  the  grave.  O  then,  ihould  not  our  fouls  £ 
polling  as  hard  from  fin  and  wrath  to  Chrift  our  city 
of  refuge  ?  Doft  thou  fee  the  fun  fetting,  and  the -dark- 
nefs  coming  on  ?  It  hath  a  voice  to  thee,  the  day  if 
thy  life  poiteth  to  an  end,  the  dark  night  of  death 
comes,  when  thou  muft  fet  in  the  grave  :  O !  fee  thou 

have 
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batt  Hot  thjr  work  to  begin,  when  thy  fun  is  fetting, 
told  thy  dayended  |  for,  when  the  night  comes,  no  man 
can  work :  there  is  no  repentance  in  the  grave. 

Is  the  (ky  clear  at  the  hin- letting,  (b  that  it  progno- 
ftfcates  a  fair  morning  next  day  ?  Think  upon  the  death 
Of  an  upright  man,  the  latter  end  of  that  man  is  peace. 
O  believer,  the  evening  of  thy  day  fhall  be  ferene,  and 
tikf  ftra  mall  .fet  without  clouds:  The  morning  of  thy 
ttrorre&ion  (hall  be  bright,  and  thy  eternity  for  ever 
ttotnms.  No  wonder  then,  though  Balaam  wi(hed  to  . 
*  die  the-death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  have  his  laft 
end  like  his." 

Is  it  in  the  winter- time  that,  you  are  going  home, 
When  the  Iky  may  be  full  of  ftars  ?  confider  how  glori- 
ous the  rrranfion  of  the  faints  muft  be,  fince  that  be- 
fpangled  too!"  is  but  the  floor  or  pavement  of  their  pa- 
lace j  yet  that  is  my  home,  where  I  hope  to  lodge  when 
night  comes,  and  from  which  I  fhall  never  flit.  O  how 
many  millions  of  bleifcd  louis  dwell  therein  !  How 
Hghtfome  is  their  life  !  And  how  pleafant  is  their  cm* 
(toyrxrent  \     Shall  1  ever  be  fatisfied  till  I  be  there? 

ft  it  ill  the  fummer  or  harveft  time,  when  you  are  o- 
Uiged  to  go  into  the  field  to  attend  and  gather  your  cat- 
tle7  Beware  of  carrying  an  earthly  mind  alongft  with 
ydu,  but  labour  to  leam  fome  heavenly  leflbns  from  c- 
tery  thing  you  fee. 

Do  your  cattle  ftray  from  you  ?  think,  How  Teady 
am  I  to.  wander  from  ChTift  my  Shepherd  !  u  Lord,  I 
have  gone  aftray  like  a  loft  Cheep  :*'  O  !  "  feek  me  and 
find  me**  again  ;  fuffer  me  not  to  wander  as  far  as  hell, 
as  I  will  certainly  do,  if  thou  let  me  alone  ;  for  of  my- 
fell  I  will  never  find  the  way  back  to  thee 

Bo  you  fee  the  fun  retiring  from  us,  and  the  fum- 
tocr  going  away  ?  Mind  how  the  fummer  day6  of  grace 
will  at  length  go  away,  and  the  winder  of  ficknefs  and 
old  age  will  come  on  :  Let  me  be  bufy  now,  and  imi- 
tate the  bee,  who  gathers  her  meat  in  the  fummer,  and 
provides  for  the  winter  berfore  it  come :  Oh  let  me  not 
fia  nor  fteep  away  my  days  of  grace,  left  I  have  it  to  re- 
P«,  as  Jer.  viii.  20.  "  My  harveft  is  part,  my  fummer 
w  erided,  yet  I  am  not  faved." 

Is 
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hit  in  harveft,  when  you  fee  Ac  ctrr*.  cot  down 
through  the  fields?  Think  how  death  wirJLJMvfickfc 
will  cut  you  down  in  like  manner,  Rojii*  4inr«  |$u  *  / 

See  you  a  tree  growing  f  Think  how  the  asm  f ' 
and  fpiritual  judgments  is  laid  to  the  root  *f  cke.l 
tree,  or  fruitlef>  profeflbr.  .  Again,  think  -htatf'frigfe 
and  day- are  like  too  axes  hewing  at  the  wot  of  the  (Mr 
of  man's  life,  without  reft,  when  the  one  is  up^thi 
other  is  down  :  Every  day  a  fpell  flies  off,  and  every 
nigkt  a  chip:  goes 5  aad  fo,  ere  long,  pux.  b^pes  .*riH  Jy 
"  fcattered  about  the  grave's  mouth,  as  when  one  cut- 
teth  wood,"  Ffal.  cxli.  7.  I  fee  my  neighbours  as  cut 
trees  daily  falling-  about  me:  I  find  myfe£  bflginoiftgtt 
totter  and  fluke  with  the  frequent  MowsX  gin  RCtuagt> 
O  that  in  the  mean  time  r  may  txrincitningCbJrattfaJ^ 
and  heaven- wards!  for,  V  as  the  tree  fails,  fo>wui  itlpft' 
See  you  a  worm  crawling  on  the  ground  £>  jFhittk;  ipi> 
on  the  worm  of  confidence  that  nqyefr  dces^bnt  gajuts 
the  wicked  to  all  eternity. .  .it  is  my  higheftlwilb'aflLte 
make  conference  my  fnend,  for  it  is  a  u  friend thaefikkl 
clofer  than  a  brother ;"  it  will  faithfully  attend  us  on-f 
death  bed,  and  at  a  tribunal,  and  adminifter  cordiabjft 
us  then.  But,  if  confeience  be  thine  enemy,  next  tf: 
God  himfelf,  thou  wilt  find  it  the  moft  terrible  enemy 
that  ever  a  poor  foul  had  5  thou  canfl  neither  refill;  it, 
nor  flee  from  it :  It  is  a  meficnger  thou  canft  not  de* 
force,  a  witnefs  thou  canft  not  caft;  a. judge  thaiidftftA 
not  decline,  and  an  executioner  thou  canft'  not  with* 
ftand:  Poor  Chriftlefs  (inner,  it  will  ferve  inftead  of  alt: 
thefe  againft  thee.  O  labour  to  get  it  fprinkled  in  rimfl 
with  Chrift's  blood,  and  this  will  pacify  it.  ;..*' 

Again,  think,  What  is  man  but  a  .worm  ?  Hei' 
twice  fo  called  in  one  verfe,  job  xxv.  26.  .  What  a  poor 
weak  helplefs  creature  is  a  worm  ?  it  is  eafily  crulhed  by " 
the  foot,  and  can  make  no  refiftance.  So  weak  and' 
hdplefs  is  man,  with  refpeci  to  God ;  he  is  morn  eafljr 
crulhed  by  the  feet  of  his  juftice,  than  a  worm  isbf- 
ours*  What  madnefs  then  is  it  for  a  worm  to  rebbl- 
againft  the  CreatoT  of  the  world  ?  what  are  the  kingr 
and  princes  of  the  earth  but  as  fo  many  worms  crawling  ■ 
upon  his  footftool  ?  Each  of  us  mult  ere  long  take  up  ' 

our 
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our  dwelling  with  the  worms,  and  fay  to  them,  "  Ye 
ire  my  brethren  and  fillers.9* 

Again,  behold,  as  worms,  when  they  creep  into  the 
earth,  leave  their  (lime  behind  them  about  the  hole's 
mouth ;  fo  believers,  when  they  creep  into  the  grave, 
leave  all  their  fin  and  corruption  at  the  grave's  mouth, 
and  their  fouls  afcend  to  God,  "  without  fpot  or 
wrinkled 

OmctmUfg  wr  Behaviour  at  Horn*  0*  tbt  Sabbath 
Evening. 

Aflbon  as  poffibly  you  can  win  home  after  fermons, 
fet  about  your  fecret  work,  and  family-duties :  Confider, 
that  though  the  fermons  be  over,  the  Sabbath  is  not 
over :  Therefore  ftudy  to  fpend  the  reft  of  the  day  in 
God's  fervicc,  and  keep  (till  the  impreflions  of  what 
you  have  been  hearing  upon  your  fpirits.  And  if  you 
would  do  tins,  take  thefe  directions  2 

I«  Retire  prefently  for  fecret  prayer  and  felf-exami- 
nation :  Pray  over  what  you  have  been  hearing,  and 
beg  that  "  the  Lord  may  keep  it  in  the  imagination  of 
die  thoughts  of  your  hearts."  This  a  good  way  both 
to  help  your  memories,  and  procure  a  blefling  on  what 
you  have  heard.  Confider  whether  you  had  any  thing 
of  God's  fpirit  and  prefence  through  the  day.  If  God 
withdrew,  then  lament  after  him,  and  fearch  into  the 
caufe.  If  he  *  (hewed  himfelf  through  the  lattice/9 
then  Heft  him  for  it,  and  go  on  to  "  walk  in  the  light 
of  his  countenance."  Hath  any  good  motion  been 
ratfed  in  your  hearts  by  the  word  ?  Pray  for  the  prefcr- 
▼ation  of  h«  Hath  the  word  been  refreshing  and  edify- 
ing to  you  ?  Lay  it  up  in  your  hearts,  and  commit  that 
to  God  to  keep  for  you,  which  your  frail  memories  can- 
not retain,  pleading,  that  God  may  make  it  forthcoming 
to  you  againft  the  time  of  your  need.  Hath  the  word 
dificoycred  any  particular  (in  or  luft  to  you?  then  bewail 
and  mourn  for  it,  and  beg  mortifying  grace  to  fubdue 
ind  conquer  it.  Have  you  been  negligent  in  hearing  ? 
Lament  it,  put  on  new  refolutions,  and  cry  to  God  for 
trength  \  and  forget  not  to  employ  your  great  Advo- 
Vo^.  IV,     ,  E  q  cats 
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cite  Jcfus  Cbrift  to  apologise  for  your  wetkaefr  a^d 
{hort  comings,  and  to  feparate  all  the  defo&s  from  jcm 
performances,  and  offer  then  up  in  hi*  ceqfcr,  ftepfuined 
with  the  incenfe  of  hit  merits.  Was.  Ay  confcicnp 
ftapid,  thy  heart  hard,  and  thy  mind  carnal,  while 
hearing  a  foul-rouzkig  fermon  ?  Be  afhamed  of  it  Jn> 
fbre  God,  and  chide  with  thy  heart,  and  fay  ta  it, 
u  Art  thou  worfe  than  Felix  a  heathen  ?  For  bis  heatf, 
u  trembled,  when  he  heard  of  judgment  to  come/  A£b 
xxiv.  Art  thou  worfe  than  devils  ?  For  ,*'  they  Wfere 
and  tremble,1'  James  ii."  Oh!  (hall  heathens  awl 
devils  be  fooner  moved  than  my  hard  heart  t  Haft  thw 
reaped  no  benefit  through  the  day  ?  Let  it  b^  jitfttqr  of 
cxercife  and  lamentation  to  thee  before  the  Lord-:  j** 
never  bare  ordinances  fatisf y  thee,  without  cornnpmioa 
with  God  therein.  As  Zaccheus  climbed  up  intfttao 
frcamore  tree  to  fee  Jefus,  and  when  once  h$  ktf|gti 
fight  of  him  there,  "he  came  down  j9f{^,ft,4o 
oughteft  thou  to  go  up  to  the  fycamore  trc*  ;ojf  ^fi- 
nances for  this  purpofe,  to  fee  God  in.C&riit  t^a^,**  ' 
Jefs  this  fight  be  granted  thee,  "  corne  4oqr&.fyt$w* 
fully ."  When  men  go  to  meet  their  bekwed  frJjptt/L** 
a  certain  place,  and  they  tnife  him,  bow.  difc^awntcily 
do  they  go  away  i  Alas !  what  are  ordinances  wjoW 
God,  but  as  a  table  without  meat,  a  well  witjiouft ipater> 
from  which  a  needy  foul  muft  needs  depart  huqgrj  aod 
thirfty? 

It  concerns  thee  to  call  thyfelf  to  account  fioa:-$hy 
frame  and  carriage  in  hearing,  reading,  prayer,  praifc, 
giving,  alms,  and  every  duty  you  have  been  employed 
in  through  the  day.  As  God  himfclf  reviewed  crery 
day's  work  of  his,  and  "  faw  it  was  good,"  Gen  i.  So 
(houtd  we  review  every  day,  and,  in  a  fpecial  manner, 
every  Sabbath  day's  work,  and  fee  if  it  be  good  or  no- 
Let  us  u  judge  ourfelves,  that  we  may  not  be  judged,* 

II.  Read  over  thofe  portions  of  fcripture  which  you 
have  heard  opened,  with  the  fcriptures  cited  by  the 
mimfter ;  think  on  them,  and  beg  the  illumination  of 
God's  Spirit  to  make  you  underftand  them.  We  fa 
the  eunuch  was  reading  the  fcripture  upon  his  return 
from  the  public  worfhip,  and  God  bleffed  it  and  feot 

him 


him  «B  faWpretci;  and  if  you  dp  fi>,  you  may  expeft 
the  fame.  'He  dot  feat  Philip  to  him,  will  fend  hit 
<Hro  Spirit  tto  help  you.;  who,  when  he  comes,  bring* 
ftkh  t  di tint  light  alongft  with  him,  as  will  make  you 
fee  the  tretttt  of  the  gofpcl  with  another  eye,  and  dif- 
6*/ttt  more  in  the  word  than  ever  you  beheld  in  it  be- 
fore: So  that,  though  you  have  read  the  fame  chapter* 
atid  vtrfea  about  Chrift  many  times  over,  yet  then  you 
Jhall  be  made  to  fay,  O  where  were  my  eyes  till  now, 
Aat  •  fcever  faw  what  was  contained  here  * 

IH.  Labour  by-all  meant  to  keep. up  the  remembrance 
mid  impreffions  of  the  word  thou  haft  been  hearing,  oa 
ttHr-Mtod  J  Let  it  not  be  as  a  wayfaring  man  to  tarry 
tmh  thee  oifly  for  a  night 5  but  let  it  be  an  inhabitant 
to  ^ well  with  thee  all  the  week  over.  Hath  the  Spirit 
made  any  warm  impreffiona  by  the  word  upon  thy  foul 
<bia,4ay  fO -watch  over  them  and  ftrive  to  preserve  and 
eniacrnma  them  through  the  evening,  and  look  to  God 
far  htlp*  "  Oh  Lord,  let  me  not  lofe  the  heat  of  this 
fey,  in  the  cool  of  the  evening.  Thy  word  hath  wrought . 
toonderfiri  changes  upon  other©,  O  that  I  may  likewife 
eigperknee  tfce  fatae,  and  have  k  to  fay,  I  went  forth 
proud,  frtt  aol  oorae  home  humble:  I  went  out  carelefs 
arid  iMil&lieatted,  but  am  come  back  thoughtful  and 
Contrite  te  fpirit :  t  went  to  church  a  boad-flave  of  fa* 
tan,  bat  anvrotwfted  a  free  man  «f  Chrift  !° 

Poor  foul,  much  depends  upon  your  care  and  watch* 
rutaeiiiliiver  yourfelf  ki  the  evening  of  the  Lord's  day, 
that  "  youjofe-not  thefe  things  wrought  in  you  by  the 
wot^T  through  die  day.  There  are  many  like  thofc  fol- 
Aiera  who  are  viitoriojis  in  the  day,  but  loofe  all  at 
night  through  their  (eturity  and  floth :  they  do  not 
watch  and  ftand  to  their  aims  but  buffer  the  enemy  to 
furprkae  there,  to  beat  up  their  quarters,  and  fpoil  their 
tefecs,  wfcen  they  are  fecure,  creaming  of  no  haaard. 
MaiWfere  like  Bannibad,  that  knew  better  how  to  obtain 
i  Tf&ory,  ffean  how  to  improve  it  *rhen  got*  Watch 
their  agamft  the  devil,  the  wwM,  and  your  own  hearts, 
ind  beware  of  lofing  at  night  what  you  gained  through 
lie  djy< 

«  e  *  I  fliall 
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I  (hall  here  give  tome  advices,  in  older  tolfce  chcfMb- 
ing  and  improving  of  tbofc  good  motion*)  cwriftian*, 
or  rcfolutions,  that  may  be  begot  in  you  by  jbeajrijigof 
the  *ord  od  the  Lord's  day.  Thefe  are  ifXIfk*-  Jtfedkd 
by  the  breath  of  God,  therefore  do  .not  (mofk£r.tttfv» 
but  drive  to  blow  thcin  op  icto  a  flame  by  pipfgupd 
meditation.  •-:.;/ 

i.  Beg  earneftly  that  God,  who  hath  '.'  begitft  a  good 
work"  in  thee,  may  carry  it  on ;  that thcfecpnvUbflpi 
may  terminate  in  thy  conversion  here,  and  thy  :fafraipn 
beff after.  Cry,  Lord,  fuffer  not  thefe  tender  IJruiOito 
be  nipped  in  the  bud.  or  blafted  in  the  blofiba,  hylapie'i 
froft  winds,  or  the  world'*  cold  blafta;  but  tnerfifcjtj 
chtrilh  and  prefcrve  tbem  to  maturity,  •*  to  <h*j  pjufc 
of  the  plory  of  his  grace."  -.,^» 

2.  Confider  what  a  crying  fin  it  16  againft  >Go4/jto 
neglccl  or  ftifle  thy  canri&ions :  He  will  treat  thecal 
a  murderer  if  thou  do  it:  It  is  murder  to  deftjoyt  the 
"  conception  in  the  womb-*  Ghrift  alfo  will  tajkffjtai 
a  folemn  affront  offered  to  him  v  for  convtclkmsaKthe 
roeffengers  which  he  fends  to  prepare  the  wajj.of  bis 
entry  into  the  foul:  And  will  he  not  heinoufly  f  ffeat  it, 
to  fee  his  meffengers  killed  or  maltreated  ?  O  wfcafe hoi- 
rid  ingratitude  is  it  to  Chrift,  after  he  hath  opened  the 
doors  of  our  hearts  half-way  by  convictions,  to  have  it 
(hut  againft  him,  when  he  is  juft  ready  to  enter;  or, 
when  he  is  ha!f  way  in,  to  be  thruft,  back  agakt  and 
have  the  door  thrown  in  his  face  ! 

3.  Confider  how  prejudicial  it  is  to  thy-  own  fouL 
The  dying  away  of  thy  convictions  threatens  the  life  of 
thy  foul.  If  you  quench  them,  God  may  be  provoked 
to  pafs  that  dreadful  fentence,  "  My  (pir.it  (hall  no 
longer  drive  with  thee  :"  And  fo  there  follows  a  mid- 
night filence,  and  thou  art  loft  for  ever.  O  tremble 
for  fear  of  God's  judgments,  for  thy  cafe  is  more  dan- 
gerous than  oihers  :  No  water  freezeth  fo  fad,  as  that 
which  hath  been  once  warmed ;  and  no  iron  isfo  hard, 
as  that  which  hath  been  oft  heated  and  oft  quenched. 
Therefore,  . 

4.  Prefently  ftrike  in  with  thy  convictions.     Blefs 
God  for  awaking  thee,  when  others  about  thee  are  ly- 

ins 
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liffphva'4te*P  fl^rfor'vlfiring  thee,  when  others  are 

^msAi^i  Bfc^britcnt  to  hare  thy  fore  lanced*  and  thy 

t  MWtifld  ieafth&l  :;Suffer  no  other  plaifter  to  be  applied 

c  t&W  bu?'Cl&ifi?6  blood :  Go  not  to,  heal  the  wound  of 

"tby  conference  by  the  work*-  pf  the  law,  and  thy  Own 

-4ufte*i'fort!ifcfe  will  at  bed  but  fltin  it  over  for  a  while. 

Neither  go  to  fhift  off  convlftions  by  delays,  as  did  Fe- 

'dfcjr  for  ■  this  is^the  devil's  great  ftratagem  co  ruin  thy 

".ftttttj  'ft  is  with  the  heart  as  with  melted  wax  -,  if  you 

>i>ctar>  *hefta£to  it  when  it  is  fuft,  it  receives  an  impref- 

'JfitftT which  abids*  j  but  if  you  delay,  it  foon  cools  and 

^hfcttlens,  fo  that  prefs  on  it  as  ye  will,  it  is  to  iio  piir- 

:'ipofe^    Letds  then  imitate  Davie!,  who,  when  he  was 

Convinced  of  the  evil  of  his  ways  "  without  any  dehy 

turned  his  feet  to  God's  te ft i monies/  Pfalm  cxi*.  «Jy. 

-Pot forth  thy  utmoft  ftrength,  and  ftir  up  thyfelf  to 

tnrri  from  fin,  and  flee  to  Chrift,  while  confeience  is 

•  ftirring,  the  Spirit  driving,  Chrift  waiting,  his  bowels 

founding,  and  his  blood  pleading j  for  the  lofs  of  this 

fe*fon  may  be  the  lofs  of  thy  foul.     God  faith  thrice  in 

^>nc  chanter,  Heb.  iv.     •'  To*day,  to  day,  today,*  but 

the  devil  cries,  "  To-morrow,  to-morrow,  to-moHrow." 

Surely  God  is  wifeft,  and  his  time  fitteft.     To-day  is 

thy  living  day,  to-morrow  may  be  thy  dying  day  :  To- 

'  day  thou  art  on  earth,  to-morrow  thou  mayeft  be  in 

.  hell :  To-day  mercy  is  inviting,  to  morrow  juftice  may 

1  be  fmiting  5  therefore,  while  thbu  art  called  "  to-day, 

hear  the  voice  of  God  and  confeience,  and  hard  eft  not 

your  heart." 

IV.  Labour  to  perfevere  in  prayer  this  evening ;  do 
not  faint  in  it,  but  endeavour  with  Mofes,  to  "  hold  up 
your  hands  this  day  till  the  going  down  of  the  fun."  Our 
frequency  and  importunity  in  this  duty  is  no  trouble, 
but  a  delight  to  the  hearer  of  prayer.  Chrift  faith  oft 
this  day  to  the  fpoufe,  "  Thy  voice  is  fweer,  caufe  me 
to  hear  it."  Continue  inftant  in  prayer  this  day,  wreft- 
ling  as  Jacob,  and  faying,  "  I  will  not  let  thee  go  till 
thou  blefs  me."  And  as  orators,  at  the  clofe  of  their 
fpeech,  ufe  all  their  art  and  fkill  to  move  the  affecTions 
of  their  auditors  ;  fo  do  you,  at  the  clofe  of  the  lord's 
dayi  put  forth  all  your  grace  and  fpiritaal  ftrcngih  in 

pr.y-r, 
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prayer,  to  prevail  with  God  for  a  blefling.  £rar  this 
evening,  as  if  it  were  to  be  thy  laft  Sabbath,  ithT  fcft 
night,  or  thy  lad  prayer ;  knowing  that,  when  death 
comes,  thou  canft  pray  no  more :  For,  as  death  binds 
up  the  hand  that  it  can  work  no  more,  fo  it  ftrikes  dumb 
the  tongue  that  it  can  fpeak  no  more ;  according  to 
Eccl  ix   10.  lfa.  ixxviii.  18. 

V.  Study  to  be  denied  to  all  your  Sabbath  prayers 
and  performances.  Beware,  my  friends,  of  fecret 
irufting  to  them,  as  any  piece  of  righteoufhefs  before 
God ;  for  that  will  fpoil  all,  like  the  dead  fly  in  the 
apothecary's  ointment.  Say  therefore  this  day,  after  ye 
have  done  all,  "We  are  unprofitable  ferranta.,f  Look 
above  all,  as  if  you  had  done  nothing  at  all,  to  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  anfwer  for  all.  See  that  yott 
join  nothing  of  your  own  with  this  perfe&  righteouf- 
nefs, in  the  point  of  your  justification  and  acceptance 
with  God ;.  for  this  is  both  difhonourable  to  Chrift, 
and  dangerous  to  yourfelves  :  Therefore  beware  of  it. 
There  is  a  natural  popery  in  the  minds  of  all ;  we  modi 
incline  to  (land  upon  our  own  legs,  and  to  hare  fbme- 
thing  of  our  own  to  found  upon.  But  is  it  any  other 
thing  than  blafphemy,  to  charge  Chrift's  fagrifice  with 
iamenefs,  or  his  work  with  deficiency  ?  or  to  think  with 
our  penny  to  make  up  Chrift's  fum,  and  with  our  pol- 
luted dutie6  to  add  any  perfe&ion  to  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
which  is  infinite  ?  Shall  not  we  reft  content  with  that 
wherewith  God  hath  declared  himfeif  well  pieafed! 
Let  us  then  with  Paul,  "  count  all  things  but  dung  and 
lofs  for  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs,1'  and  defire  only  to 
be  found  in  him. 

Concerning  Family  Duties  on  the  Sabbath  night* 

IN  the  next  place,  I  proceed  to  (peak  of.  family-du* 
ties  requiiite  this  night,  and  how  thefe  are  to  be  per 
formed. 

I.  O  heads  of  families,  fee  that  ye  be  more  folernn* 
full  and  particular  in  famrly-worihip  this  evening,  than 
at  other  times :  It  is  pleafant  this  night  to  hear  uni- 
veifally  the  melody  of  God's  praife  in  the  tabernacles  of 

the 
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the  righteous-    Lay  out  your  family-fins,  wants  and 
m^ci*$  fully  stfid  plainly  before' God  in  family- prayer. 

II;  Confer  about  the  fermons,  and  repeat  over  what 
yoa. -have  heard ;  for  the  Lord,  Dent.  xi.  iff.  19.  re- 
quires you  fcot  only  to  lay  tip  God's  words  in  your 
hearts,  but  ajfo  to  "  fpeak  of  them  when  you  fit  in  your 
hoirfefe,  and  to  teach  them  your  children."  Yw»  ought 
alfo  to  call  your  fervants  and  children  to  an  account,  as 
to  what  thef  remember,  and  how  they  have  profited  by 
the  fermons.  When  you  fend  your  fervants  «y  the  mar- 
iet,  you  examine  what  market  they  have  madfe :  Now, 
fhe  public  ordinances  are  heaven's  free  market  for  their 
(outs,  and  will  you  never  enquire  what  they  have  gain* 
ed  tnereat?  This  way  of  rehearfmg  the  fermons,  ts  very 
tfefrefhing  and  advantageous,  and  hereby  one  of  you 
would  be  ufeful  to  another ;  for,  what  one  forgets,  ano- 
ther may  remember. 

XVL  Let  parents  and  heads  of  families  take  fame  time 
this  evening  in  catechifing  and  inftru&ing  their  children 
dnd  fervants  in  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  refi- 
gidn,  arid  or  their  duty  towards  God,  their  neighbours, 
and*di^tnfelve6.  We  may  obferve,  from  the  iv.  of  Mark, 
ftjd  xiv.  of  Lake,  that  after  our  Lord  had  tnftrujftod  thie 
1  jftoplp  as  a  public  preacher  on  the  Sabbath  day,  he  after- 
wards di4  examine  and  teach  his  twelve  difciptes  as  a 
pOTifte  matter  of  a  familly. 

'•'  1.  Begin  with  children,  as  foon  as  they  are  capable, 
.Arid  inform  them,  that  there  is  fuch  a  Being  as  God, 
whom  ^hey  ought  to  honour,  reverence  and  love  above 
tilt  thitigs  t  That  they  are  his  creatures,  the  work  of  his 
harids :  That  he  preferves  them,  and  gives  them  all  the 
food  things  they  enjoy  5  and  that  every  good  thing  is 
to  be  fpughjt  from  God  by  prayer,  and  thanks  returned 
to  him  for  the  fame.  Shew  them  the  evil  and  dinger 
of  fin,  and  how  much  God  hates  it :  That  they  have 
irpoaortaL  fouU  :  That  there  is  a  life  after  death  in  ano- 
ther world,  wherein  men  (hall  receive  a  great  and  eter- 
nal reward,  or  a  fearful  endlefs  punifhment,  according 
as  they  have  done  cr  negle&ed  their  duty  in  this  world : 
And  that  God  loves  thofe  who  keep  his  commandments 
£?d  pray  to  him  \  but  hates  wicked  men,  and  thofe  who 

do 
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do  net  pray.  If  thefe  principles  were  early  inftilled  and 
Footed  in  children,  'Fury  would  in  fome  meafure  (tick 
*»  ith  them  all  their  d-y«.  Like  wife,  as  they  are  cap- 
able, (hew  them  the  great  degeneracy  and  corroptioo  of 
human  nature,  derived  to  u*  by  the  fall  of  oar  firft  pa- 
rents :  Alfo.  fhew  th<*m  the  way  rf  cur  recovery  from 
thi*  miferaUe  ftaf  by  Jefu*  Chrift,  who  was  (ent  by 
fiod  to  r*J**m  ard  f  ,v*  us  from  -he  bandage  of  (in  and 
fi'an,  ^rrf  from  the  -'amna'icn  of  hV.l. 

2,  Btfr  re  they  are  capable  ro  read,  or  get  and  repeat 
cor  Shorter  Gitechifm,  you  ought  to  frame  many  (nort 
qaeftioris  and  anfwer;  concerning  the  fore f aid  principles, 
fuch  2s  they  are  able  to  m:n  !,  and  frequently  examine 
them  upon  them  :  And,  for  your  help  in  this  matter! 
you  may  confuit  the  little  citechifm  1  have  publHbed, 
called  The  Mother's  Catechifm  fzr  the  young  child.  Bat 
afibon  as  your  children  are  able  to  repeat  our  Shorter 
Catechifm,  ir.jVm  them,  and  your  ferrants  alfo,  to  com- 
nriit  it  to  their  memories,  prescribing  fo  much  of  it  to 
them  every  week,  and  duly  examine  them  upon  it  every 
Lord's  day  :  for  it  contains  an  excellent  fcheme  both  of 
the  principles  of  our  religion  which  we  ought  to  belief e, 
and  alfo  of  the  duties  thereof  which  we  fhould  pra&ife. 
And  is  it  not  far  better  to  repeat  this,  than  ballads  and 
idle  ftories,  wherewith  many  burden  their  memories? 

3.  As  you  eight  to  Jearn  them  to  read,  fo  yon 
(hoiild  this  day  folemnly  injoin  them  to  read  the  bible 
and  other  pious  books,  and  enquire  at  them  what  they 
have  b'-cn  reading  through  the  day  and  the  bygone  week* 
And  becjufe  of  the  natural  backwardnefs  that  is  both 
in  young  and  old  to  holy  duties,  you  ought  to  con- 
trive the  mod  wife  and  effectual  methods  you  can  think 
im,  to  engage  them  to  delight  and  diligence  in  read- 
ing of  the  bible  -,  fuch  as  thefe  ;  viz.  Teach  children 
the  mofl  profitable,  pleafant  and  affecting  hiftories  and 
p:iflkges  of  the  bible  ;  fuch  as,  "  the  creation  of  man, 
Adaiii'o  fall,  the  flood,  the  deftrucKon  of  Sodom,  the 
facrificing  of  if.iac,  the  felling  of  Jofeph,  Pharoh's  cut- 
ting of  the  infants,  and  Mofes's  prefervation ;  Mcfes 
his  going  up  to  the  mount,  and  getting  the  tables  of 
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rift?lawHJrth*  jWTagea  cttnderriihg  Sattfoft's  killing  the 
PBtliftitf&'Satfd  DaVid's  killing  Goliath  ;  the  forty- two 
cbfldtep'fldfttfyed  by  bears ;  the  three  children  in  the 
fi^-ftftttW;  TOfcStf  to  tW  H6n'6  den  ;  Jonah  fn  the 
wtaaeVbeUyVHerod's  delinking  the  young  children," 
arfa°tWIHfe:r  'Endeavour  to  tell  them  thefe  baffles 
asvkbu<9iia8!y6  taxi  in  their  cfwn  language,  and  this  will 
engage  them  to  the  greater  delight  and  attention,  and 
caufe  them  to  rerrteftibet  them  the  better ;  alfo,  you 
wtfuWjmtfthem  iq  rehearfe  them  *over  again  to  you. 

Again,  *aiile  tftfeta  read  a  chapter  of  the  Bible  every 
nighty  *M  tfiX  you  foirie  'of  thti  principal  th^gs  in  it 
beTbre^tKejr  ly  down  ;  or,  when  you  read  a  chapter  iri 
the'fttrnSy,  appoint  each  of  them  fome  one  verfe  of  it 
to«t?jJfiit  ^Re-tiext  day.  Moreover,  when  they  come  to 
leart?  to.;Wrfte>T*  it  is  a  good  way  to  g  ve  them  paper- 
boWca^'to  ^iite  .down  what  paflages  they  think  molt 
CfflifidettaMe  hi  the  'Bible,  or  what  remarkable  fayings 
arid  hiftar&s  they  6tid  in  other  books.  They  "might 
we'll  foetid  the  Satufda^'s  afternoon  this  way,  when  they 
havferii}oft  Wiftlre. 

■■fa  thtritxt  pfece,  it  would  he  of  good  ufe,  when  you 
exaAnin6vtii&n,  to  teach  thtm  ti  prove  every  point  of 
refijpbtt' by ' fbtne  prtgnanr  place  of  fcripture.  Thi» 
would  hfe  thfc  way  to  beget  in  them  firm,  Itrchg  and 
fixed'. pfcrfiiaffons  of  the  tru'ha  of  Chrillianlty.  Many, 
aiai3^^r6fefsl£hriftimity,  Merely  becaufe  it  is  the  na- 
tidnial  reMfejion,  and  they  were  fo  educate  :  They  build 
thrfr  ftijh'rtitrre  upon  the  aflertrons  and  teachings  of 
ineti;  than  y^on  "the  fufe  foundation  of  God'*  word, 
irid  all  becaiire  they  were  not  put  to  it  when  young,  to 
icqWah&t  thehifclves  with  the  fcriptures,  or  to  bring 
urddfs  frtfnV  them  for  the  truths  they  learned.  Are  not 
rhtfre  rttan^'piqfeffurs  of  Chriitianity,  who,  if  they  were 
put 4 to  It 9  raUlcfnot  give  one  text  of  fcripture  to  prove 
fo  much  as' the  great  fundamentals  of  their  religion  ? 
[t  cannot  tie  expefted  that  luch  will  be  clofe  adherers 
to  it  in  #da'y  of  trial  and  persecution.  A  good  way  to 
mend  this'  fault  is,  to  grt  the  ConFeffiori  of  Faith,  Larger 
and  Shorter  Catechilnib,  which  are  printed  with  the 
Vol..  IV.  F  f  fcripkurc 
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fcrip'ure  proof;  fet  down  at  large,  and  make  muck 
ufe  thereof.  Lc;:/;;  As  you  ooght  to  caufie  them  at- 
tn-  pu  .ftua'.y  tin  day  upon  the  ordinances,  fo  you 
ought  carefully  thi?  night  to  aik  an  account  of  the  tcxf, 
ar.d  the  r  notes  cf  the  Iccfcure  and  fermons ;  reproK 
them  for  carelef;  hearing  encourage  them  when  they 
five  ^ny  tolerable  good  account,  and  promife  them  fome 
rtw.rr:  to  do  tetter  the  next  Sabbath. 

4.  Ycu  ought  this  day  to  learn  and  enjoin  your  child- 
ren to  priv,  and  to  aflc  2  bk  fling,  and  girc  thanks  fot 
their  n  tat :  you  may  fee  ferre  helps  for  them  in  the  end 
of  the  Mother'?  Cate.hTm  before  mentioned  Children 
cannot  pr*y  at  fir  ft  without  help:  Therefore  it  is  fit  to 
teach  them  fome  ihort  forms ;  and,  in  the  firft  place, 
the  Lore's  Pr-yer,  the  great  pattern  of  all  prayer. 
Teach  them  to  retire  every  morning  and  evening  tot 
pray,  and  to  pray  frequently  on  the  Lord's  day ;  vA 
aifo  caufc  them  go  and  pray  together  by  turns;  this 
would  be  a  good  mean  to  engage  their  love  to  one  ano- 
ther, and  to  caufe  them  fludy  to  be  more  grave  and 
exacl  in  their  prayers :  and  therefore  it  were  fit  aifo  to 
cau-'e  them  pray  fometimes  in  your  own  hearing.  En- 
join th^m  aifo  to  be  fervent  and  fincere  in  prayer,  and 
to  pray  with  a  lively  lenfe  of  God's  all- feeing  eye  that 
beholds  in  lecret,  and  with  an  awful  regard  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  great  day.  Like  wife,  when  they  come  to 
any  c^paLiiy,  tell  them,  That  th  y  muft  not  reftrift 
t!urr.fj;ves  to  their  forn.s,  but  mult  make  additions  of 
their  own  framing;  tell  them,  That  God  loves  thefe 
words  belt  th^t  come  from  the  heart;  and,  for  their 
help  therein,  tell  them  often  cf  their  fin  and  mifery  by 
nature,  and  of  thtir  need  of  Chrift,  and  his  blood  to 
wafh  and  fave  them  ;  direct  thtm  frequently  to  fay, 
'•  Lord  teach  me  to  pi  ay,  give  me  thy  Spirit  to  help 
me  to  pray."  Aifo  cveiy  S.ibbath  night  enquire  at  them 
what  new  words  and  exprcflions  they  have  £Ot  and 
ai'dcd  to  their  prayer*,  and  encourage  and  rewaid  them 
according  to  their  diligence.  O  paicnts,  neglect  not  to 
teach  your  poor  cI.iLircii  to  pray  and  read  :  Will  you 
teach  them  to  work,  and  not  teach  them  to  pray  ?  if 
you  di»  it  not,  the  devil  will  teach  them  to  ban,  lie,  and 
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pfa*  oh  the  Lord's  day.  And  will  it  not  hz  a  fearful1 
tecltoning  that  you  will  have  to  make  ere  long  for  their 
prayerlefs  and  perifhing  fouls  ?  A  great  many  children 
heglett  prayer,  not  fo  much  from  their  averfion  to  it,  as 
from  this,  that  none  takes  care  to  teach  them  how  to  do 
it ;  and  hence  it  u>  they  often  neglect  it  all  their  days. 
Whereas,  if  they  were  eary  taught  and  put  on  the  duty. 
of  praytr»  the  habit  md  cuitom  of  the  thing  would  make 
it  turn  cafy  and  delightful*  but,  when  this  is  negleft- 
cd,  they  cannot  afterwards  be  brought  to  it,  without 
great  reiu&ance  and  difficulty.  So  that  you  fee,  O  pa- 
rents, if  yd  improve  not  the  feafon  of  youth,  the  blood 
of  your  chi:drens  fouls  will  be  laid  to  your  door. 
'  '<•  It  U  very  proper  on  this  dav,  afllon  as  your  child- 
ren sire  capable,  to  take  them  afide,  and  folemnly  to  tell 
them  the  vows  you  took  on  at  baptifm  in  their  name, 
and  as  fponfors  for  them,  and  how  you  pubii  !y  engag- 
ed 4t  that  they  would  be  the  Lord's,  and  renounce  the 
world,  the  devil,  and  the  fleth  :"  And  therefore,  for 
ybur  Ovvrt  exoneration,  you  fhould  tike  them  folemnly 
engaged  to  do  and  perform  all  thofe  things  which  you 
prom i fed  in  their  name.  Put  them  to  it  perfonally  and 
explicitly  to  oWn  and  renew  their  baptiimal  covenant, 
to  (hew  themfelves  Chfiftians,  not  enly  by  their  parents 
dedication,  but  alfo  bv  their  own  detd  and  voluntary 
coufent.  Let  each  of  them  ptofefs  and  fay,  "  1  chufe  • 
God  the  Fath.r  for  my  God  and  Father,  1  chu(>  God 
Ae  Son  for  my  Redeemer  and  Saviour,  1  cwiufe  the 
Soly  Ghoft  for  my  Guide  and  San&ifier,  Go^'s  word 
or  my  rule,  God's  people  for  my  companions,  holinefa 
of  my  way,  and  heaven  for  my  home.' 
""  6.  Take  care  this  evening  to  give  both  them  and, 
<Hir  fervant6,  many  ferious  and  affectionate  admonU 
tons  concerning  their  fouls,  and  their  duties  to  God 
n'd  man.  Warn  them  folemnly  againft  fin  and  vice, 
nd  particularly  thofe  vices  that  are  too  common  among 
is  ;  ftudy  to  check  and  di (courage  the  beginnings  of 
rice  in  children ;  obferve  and  watch  the  firft  appear- 
ances thereof  and  pluck  them  up  by  the  roots  :  For,  if 
rice  be  connived  at  in  the  beginning,  it  will  turn  after- 
Wards  tod  (hong  for  you  ;  but  when  it  is  never  fuftered. 
F  f  z  tOQ., 
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to  appear  to  pafs  withont  reproof  or  corre&ion,  &k 
helps  *y  d-grers  to  breed  in  chi'dren  an  abhorrence  of 
it.  Labour  in  a  fprcia!  manner  to  beget  in  them  fright- 
ful impreflions  cf  the  fins  of  f  *  earing,  and  profamng 
tbr  np.mc  cf  God,  the  (in  of  difobedience  to  parents 
the  f.n  of  Sub'^ath-*  leaking,  of  lying,  obfcenc  wordf, 
ileaiing,  pride,  p^flion,  revenge,  ncgieQ:  of  prayer  and 
reading,  &c  Study  to  perfuade  them  to  godliada 
with  the  mod  endearing  language,  and  prevailing  ar- 
guments, according  to  Prov.  xxxi.  i.  2.  3.  that  foytm 
may  convince  them  that  in  all  your  admonitions  anj 
reproofs,  you  have  an  earned  defire  for  their  welfare, 
and  that  you  and  they  may  dwell  in  heaven  together 
through  ail  eternity.  It  is  fometimes  needful  foleqrolf 
to  obteft  and  charge  them  to  mind  their  duty ;  as  Mr 
Bolton,  a  godly  man,  fa  id  to  his  children  on  his  death* 
bed,  "  I  charge  you,  O  my  children,  not  to  meet  me 
at  Chrift's  tribunal  in  a  Chriftkfs  and  gracelefs  condi- 
tion." 

7.  Join  fervent  prayers  this  day  with  your'endea* 
vours  ;  for  prayerlefs  inftru&ions  will  not  profit.  Pa- 
rents may  plant,  min;fters  may  water,  "  but  Godoolj 
can  give  the  increafc."  You  ought  to  take  feme  time 
tins  day  to  pity,  mourn  and  pray  for  your  children, 
fervants  and  relations,  that  are  in  the  darknefs  of  ansh 
tural  ft;s to,  and  under  the  flavcry  of  fatan.  If  anj 
of  them  were  taken  by  the  Turks,  and  laid  in  dark 
dungeons,  treated  as  ilaves,  fcourged  every  day,  and 
barbaroufly  ufed  ;  would  not  your  bowels  yearn,  and 
ycur  hearts  bleed  for  them  ?  Or,  if  any  of  your  netf 
relations  were  dead,  would  you  not  mourn  for  them? 
And  are  you  not  more  concerned  to  mourn  and  pray 
for  them  that  are  faun's  Haves,  juftice's  prifoneWi 
fpiritually  deat1,  and  fentenccd  to  eveilafting  death? 
Have  you  any  leve  to  your  children,  and  will  you  not 
carry  them  this  dav  in  the  aims  of  faith  and  prayer  to 
the  blctlVd  ]c\u%  bdrcchins  hi.v  u  to  put  his  handsof 
mercy  on  them,  and  bins  them  :"  as  in  Mat.  xix.  13' 
yr.i,  not  on'v  pr.»v  loi  (hem,  but  take  them  alongit  with 
you,  atul  Lt  t\w\\  Ik-  the  crc  at:*1,  car  witnetfes  of  yout 
jraveri.  i'^hs  atul  wais  tor  the  co::YcrUCQ  and  falration 
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)£  t]ieir  fouls »  and  who  knows  but  this  might  work  up- 
on  their  hearts  ?  Let  them  hear  you  fay  to  God,  as  Ja- 
cob, G<a.  xxxiii.  5.  "  Lord,  thou  haft  gracioufly  gi- 
tea  me  thefe  children,  but,  Oh !  (you  may  add)  Lord, 
(have  given  them  fin,  that  is  thgir . portion  from  me. 
Lord*  though  I  cannot  give  them  Chrift  and  grace,  yet 
thou  canft  do  both  ;  they  are  born  to  me  once,  O  that 
they  .may  be  born  to  thee  a  fecond  time  !  Say  as  Abra- 
ham, Gen.  xvii.  <l  O  th.it  my  Mhmael  may  live  before 
thee  I"  And  Deut.  xxxiii.  "  Let  my  Reuben  live, 
and  not  die."  Let  thefe  who  are  pieces  of  my  bowels, 
and  are  now  dead  in  trtfpafles  and  (in,  live  in  thy  fight; 
thou  art  the  Lord  of  life,  breathe  on  them,  and  they 
{foil  liye.  Lord  let  not  thefe  who  are  fo  dear  to  me 
fry  in  the  flames  for  ever ;  one  houfe  holds  us  now,  let 
one  heaven  hold  us  hereafter.  Cry,  as  thofe  in  the  gof- 
pel,-  Mat  xvii.  "  Lord,  have  mercy  on  my  fon ;  my 
daughter  is  grievoufly  Vwjxed :"  Lord,  come  and  heat 
them,  and  let  me  fee  my  children  to  be  the  work  of  thy 
hands  in  the  midft  of  thy  houfe  \  then  (hall  not  my  face 
wax  pale,  nor  be  aihamed,  but  I  will  fan&ify  the  holy 
One  of  Ifrael,"  I  fa.  xxix,  22.  23. 

But,  in  midit  of  thtfc  fecret  and  family  duties,  nccef- 
fary  on  the  evening  of  the  Lord's  day,  it  is  needful  that 
our  frail  bodies  be  refreshed  with  meat  and  drink  ;  and, 
the  work  of  the  day  being?  near  over,  you  are  at  the 
more  freedom  to  eat  plentifully,  yet  (till  with  holy  fear 
and  caution,  and  a  defire  fpiritually  to  improve  the  time 
of  eating,  and  to  make  God's  glory  your  end,  in  eating 
and  drinking,  1  Cor.  x.  31. 

If  you  be  to  have  eoropany  or  (Irangers  with  you, 
then  look  to  God  for  wifdom  to  behave  yourfelves  in  all 
your  uords  and  deportment,  that  you  may  neither  do 
them  harm,  nor  get  harm  from  them.  Say,  "  Q  that 
my  lips  this  night  were  like  thofe  of  the  righteous  which 
feed  many  !'' 

When  you  are  called  to  fit  down  to  fupper  this  night, 
think  or  fay,  "  How  happy  were  I,  if  1  were  now  call- 
ed to  fit  down  and  fup  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  at  that  higher  table  that 
fhall  never  be  drawn,  where  they  enjoy  an  everlafting 
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Sab^ifh,  thi*  hath  go  n:g*f  nor  darknefs  to  follow  opon 

it,  a-  tMi  hath  r 

Uh*n  %ou  fee  the  t-b!e  covered  for  ytrof  O  Mefi  the 
Author  of  h  3rd  far,  "  When  God  remembers  me,  let 
me  not  f  r/Tt :  im :  Oh  Irt  not  my  table  turn  a  fnaie  to 
ire ;  !-f  me  never  nr»ake  a  god  of  my  belly,  nor  employ 
mv  rf.itf  cj*re  for  t.^e  meat  that  peri(heth.w 

When  the  rreat  is  brought,  'et  u«,  according  to  our 
S  '*:oa~9s  exampl-%  look  up  to  heaven,  and  pray  for  1 
Mr  fling  on  our  food,  and  for  the  f '-notified  ufe  of  Goth 
crearures,  tlat  we  n.ay  tafte  covenant  fore  in  common 
nv-rcies,  and  erjoy  the  Creator  while  ufing  the  creature. 
Then  think,  «'  O  row  fweet  would  thefe  mercca  be,  if 
they  come  dipt  in  the  blood  of  Chr  ft,  and  through  the 
channel  of  the  cverlafting  covenant  to  me  !  If  I  could 
er  joy  them,  not  as  a  creature,  but  as  an  heir,  "  and  a 
joint  heir  with  Chr  ft,"  who  is  the  "  heir  of  all  things,* 
and  hath  been  pieafed  to  adopt  believers  in  his  right! 

0  how  fweet,  if  every  morfel  did  come  from  my  Fa^ 
tiler's  hand,  and  fent  from  his  table,  as  an  earned  of 
greater  and  better  things  laid  up  for  me  above  !  Lord, 

1  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  crumb  that  falls  from  the 
table  of  thy  providence,  and  yet  thou  covered  a  full 
table  to  worthlefs  me ;  "  what  (hall  I  render  to  the 
Lord  ?" 

Is  thy  provifion  but  fmall  ?  Then  ftiidy  to  be  content 
therewith  :  Conlidcr  how  cheerfully  Chrift  the  Heir  of 
all  things  did  thank  God  for  coarfe  and  mean  fare,  John 
vi.  whtn  he  had  but  a  few  barley  loaves  and  fmall  fifties 
for  himfclf  and  his  whole  family.  How  much  better 
provided  are  we,  than  Chrift  and  his  numerous  family 
was  ?    And  (hall  we  not  be  eafy  and  thankful  ? 

Have  you  a  full  table  >  Then  fear  left  thefe  outward 
things  infnare  your  heart;  and,  for  preventing  of  it, 
think,  u  O  what  a  poor  portion  would  thefe  things  be, 
if  I  get  no  better  !  O  how  miferable  will  I  be,  if,  when 
God  gives  me  bread  to  the  full,  he  ihould  fend  leannefs 
to  my  foul  \n  Therefore  remember  Luther's  folemn 
proteft  to  God,  when  a  bountiful  pre  fent  was  fent  him, 
he  piotefted,  ««  That  he  would  not  be  put  off  with  com- 
mon mercies/' 

But* 
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-  But,  if  you  have  any  cleaemefs  concerning  your  in- 
tereft  in  Chrift,  the  fight  of  God's  goodnefs  to  you  in 
a  full  table,  ihould  caufe  you  rejoice  in  him,  and  fay, 
•*  All  this  and  heaven  too  I  O  what  a  good  Majier  do 
we  fervc  !" 

When  you  have  eaten,  and  are  full,  fee  that  ye  forget 
not  God  your  Maker  and  Benefador,  but  with  heart 
and  mouth,  in  a  folemn  manner,  give  thanks  to  him. 
O  believers,  you  have  four  things  particularly  to  give 
thanks  for  -,  z.  That  God  gives  mercies  to  furnilh  your 
table,  a.  Health  to  ufe  them.  3.  Peace  to  meet  to- 
gether* 4.  That  ye  have  a  right  to  them ;  I  mean  not 
a  common,  but  a  covenant-right,  a  right  by  virtue  of 
Chriil's  purchafe. 

It  were  very  agreeable  to  conclude  all  by  finging  a 
pfalm  of  praife. 

I  do  not  offer  to  (lint  any  Chriftian  family  to  any 
precife  particular  method  of  performing  dutes  on  the 
Sabbath  evening,  but  mult  leave  that  to  be  determined 
by  -  the  prudence  of  matters  of  families,  according  to 
the  circumftances  of  their  families.  Some  may  find  it 
convenient  to  catechife  their  children  and  fcrvauts,  and 
repeat  the  fermons  before  topper,  fome  after ;  fo  feme 
may  perform  family- worftiip  before,  fome  after ;  others 
both  before  and  after.  Let  every  man  be  fully  p^rluad- 
ed  in  his  own  mind ;  only  labour  that  no  duty  incum- 
bent be  omitted. 

I  do  not  fay  that  all  the  forenamed  duties,  in  all  their 
folemnity  are  indifpenfably  neceflary  every  Lord's  day ; 
for  time  and  circumftances  may  fo  ltraiten  us,  that  we 
cannot  get  them  performed  fo  fully  as  before  directed, 
efpecially  as  to  the  inftruttion  of  children,  and  exami- 
nation of  ourfelves ;  but  what  cannot  be  overtaken  in 
one  Sabbath  let  it  be  done  in  another.  1  have  chofen  to 
be  pretty  full  in  this  directory,  becaufe  it  may  be  ufe- 
ful  alfo  for  other  days  in  the  week. 

Concerning  Secret  Duties  at  the  clafe  of  the  Day* 

WHEN  family  duties  and  fupper  are  over,  and  the 
condition  of  our  weak  and  weary  bodies  begins  to  call 

for 
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for  fleep  and  reft,  let  u?  endeavour  to  clcfe  tri?§  holy'dav 
in  a  due  and  f Liable  m.  nner.  Take  thefe  fe#  dkefe- 
tions;  •       '■■" 

I.  When  ycu  find  flffp  bfgr^rring  to' aflinlt  joi 
think,  "  Ohow  foon  ?.re  u?  tired  of  dong  good!  0 
that  we  cou!d  fay,  T!  otgh  wc  rmy  be  forrewhst  weary 
with  our  work,  yrt  we  are  not  wrary  W  out  wort? 
.And  it  is  our  regret,  that  we  <Vco!d  be  laid  uftdtri 
neceflity  of  lofing  fo  much  of  our  time  in  flapping,  tfA  . 
fliould  lie  fo  long,  incapable  of  ferving -either  Gotfer 
man.  Let  this  make  us  long  to  be  there>  where  theflfe 
{hall  be  no  need  of  deep,  but  we  fhall  be  ltke,u% 
angels  of  God,- who  never  deep  nor  reft  frorn  fcrrJftfe 
and  beho!dirg  God.  ■•'•  * 

II.  Think  how  terrible  is  it  for  a  Chriftleft  uncon- 
verted (inner  to  lie  down  thin  night  with  fo  manjr  thff*  , 
lions  of  unpardoned  fins  on  his  back,  to  fletfp  fecurcly 
within  the  flood  mark  of  God's  vengeance,  and  wM^k 

a  ftep  of  heil !  O  unconverted  n  an,  confcVcr  yewcete- 
tjnual  hazard  ;  you  rever  lay  ('own  with  afTurahce  tfr 
rife  aga;n  ;  acu  ntver  fle.  t  one  Sabbath  night,  withtfl- 
furan.  c  ycu  \\  ould  fee  arother  Sabbath,  or  bear  artothefc" 
fen*  on  ;  aid  1  o\v  can  you  live  ?t  peace  in  fuch  a  itJir*- 
diton  ?  De:th  and   hell  are  evrr  before  you:  it  ft  £* 
v.  oi:der  ycu  clo  r«or  think  on  them  by  d^y    and  dtcatfr 
cf  hem  by  night,  lie  dov  n  in  fear,  rife  in  fear,  and  live^ 
in  fear,  kit  death  come  before  you  be  converted;  itr» 
a  wonder  you  cin  get  any  fh-ep  in  this  condition.    L* 
your  bed)  war.t  but  me.t,  lirii-k  or  clothing,  yea,  ifyo^- 
have  but  an  aching  tooth,  it  hinders  you  to  ikrep ;  atuS- 
yet  v;ilt  thou  fleep,  O  faint  r,  when  both  foul  and  fcoH^T 
are  en  the  brink  of  hell,  ?nd  the  devil  gaping  and  n>«r-~ 
ing  for  you  ?  O  then  refoive  you  u  will  not  give  fleef* 
to  your  \  ye:-,  nor  flumber  to  your  eye-lids/'  till  you ^ 
foul  be  in  a  better  condit:on  •,  at  leafl,  till  you  pout  ouv^ 
y  ur  heart,  conicf^  your  fins,  lay  down  your  weapon^ 
of  rebellion,  :-.nd  btmoan  your  cafe  before  the  Lord* 
and'-ook  up  to  Cluift  for  pity  and  pardon.     We  ftioul*? 
i  ct  wiliirg'.y  venture-  to  fkep  in  that  cafe  we  would  nO* 
vtnture  to  die  in.     lio-.v  many  have  been  hurried' int:^3 
eternity  in. a  moment !  O  ihink  with  yoifelf.     ,c  Dear  * 
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may  be  within  a  day's  march  of  me  :  to  day  I  am  (in- 
ning, but  to  morrow  I  may  be  dying.  O  what  if  death 
take  me  doing  the  devil's  work  ?  will  it  not  fend  me  to 
lim  to  receive  my  wages  ?" 

•  III.  Before  you  lie  down  this  night,   coifefs  and 
mourn  over  the  Gns  of  the  bypaft  diy ;  lanent  your 
manifold  (hortcomings  in  public,  in  private,  and  fecret 
duties;  fey,  u  A!as  for  the  mean  and  low  conceptions 
I  hare  had  of  God,  the  great  ohjeft  of  worlhip  this 
day!  What  formality  and  hypo;r.i'y  in  my  ap.  roaches 
*     to  him !  O  how  vain  and  wandering  were  my  thought;, 
.when  they  fhould  have  been  molt  fixed  and  intent  upon 
GodL  how  duk  and   blind   was  my  underftanding, 
*hca  God's  truths  were  laid  before  me  !  How  I. trie  of 
■the  evil  of  fin,  or  beauty  of  holinefs,  d'd  !  f  .0  !    Lord 
bo*  hard  and  flinty  was  my  heart,  little  jffjdl.-d  by  all 
the  ftrokes  of  the  hammer  of  thy  word  upon  it  ?    How 
<kad  md  carnal  were  my  ailedttons,  little  nvjvc.i  by  all 
t»e  rich  difplays  and  offers  of  Chrilt'3  lovii  and  beauty  I 
Howfleepy  was  my  conference,  Jittle  (I  r!ed  by  all  the 
rcproofs  and  threattnings  of  thy  word  !  How  falfe  and 
fre*cherous  was  my  memory,  in  letting  flip  the  iwect 
^}unfel*.and  comforts  I  heard  !  Oh  what  by  ends  have 
-    *  bad  in  duty  this  day  ?  How  little  have  I  been  con- 
^^tti  for  the  intercil  of  Chrift's  rhurch  and  kingdom 
J°  the. world  !  How  idle  and  modifying  have  my  words 
jjf^t  when  in  company !  Oh  how  lirtle  have  I  done  for 
l*0^4  fS\0TY>  or  mv  neighbour's  good  this  day  !"     And, 
r*v*ng  thus, humbly  confJled  your  fins  and  lhortcom- 
*°gs  this  day,  make  application  to  the  blood  of  Chriifc 
J^r  pardon,  and  to  his  interceflion  ior  acceptance  with 
Jj*0^,  tjiat  fo  you  may  lie  down  thisni^ht  in  a  reconciled 
•^te  with -him. 
-wl#Vk:.CoT»mit  yourfelves  by  fervent,  pr.iycr  to  God's 
^tt»tion.  and. protection  through  the  night,  even  t/>  the 
"P^tcftion  of  u  .him  that  keeps  Ifrael,  who  never  flum- 
es 11  or- flecp$."     You  caunot  fleep  in  Gfety,  unlefs 
•**od.\vatohfor  you;  for,  while  you  are  fl^tping,  there 
-^^  jnany  enemies  and  evil  fpims  about  you,  fecking 
r*fcarhun;  and  you  have  no  friend  then  but  God  to  look 
t0  you :  You  are  then  both  infenlible  of  your  danger, 
^d  unable  to  help  yourfelf.     Pray  then  that  God  may 
Vol.  IV.  G  *  fct 
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id  a  hedge  about  you,  that  fatan  canhotlffltik  through, 
and  thai  he  may  appoint  bis  angels  to  pitch  theft  tents 
round  about  ycu  and  all  you  have.  Pray  that  God 
himfelf  may  watch  over  you  while  you  are  A<*pai£ 
and  may  keep  ydu  from  being  difturbcd  or  .defiled  by 
evil  dreams  or  imaginations  in  the  night.  Would,  you 
have  your  reft  refreshing.  y<ur  fleep  fweetj  *od  year 
dreams  inilru&ing,  and  God  himfclf  to  be  your  Keeps 
and  Guard  in  the  night  ?  Then  clofe  thu  day  with 
fervent  and  believing  prayer  to  God  in  Chrift :  <Hc 
were  a  fbolifh  governor  of  a  city,  that  would  bebftfc 
himlelf  to  Tcft  before  he  fa  the  witch  for  the  cttj* 
fafeguard. 

V.  Endeavour  to  lie  down  this  night  with  thankful 
hearts  to  God $  let  us  bleft  God  for  the  Sabbath,  and 
for  all  the  mercies  of  it,  efpecUUy  for  the  pyfui  fowl 
of  the  gofpe),  and  the  news  of  Chrift.  But  O  let  til 
not  be  content  with  hearing  the  joyful  found,  without 
knowing  the  fame  %  with  the  news  of  Chrift,  withoift 
an  intereft  in  Chrift,  with  Chrift  revealed  to  us  with- 
out Chrift  revealed  in  us.  Let  us  not  be  like  footifh 
children,  that  play  by  the  light  of  that  candle  which  k 
fet  up  for  their  preparing  for  going  to  reft,  left  the  light 
be  extinguifhed,  and  we  go  at  lalt  to  the  bed  of  tbfc 
grave  in  the  darknefs  of  fin  and  forrow*  Have  you  any 
comfortable  view  of  your  intereft  in  Chrift  ?  or  hsd 
you  any  thing  of  his  Spirit  or  prefence  this  day  in  thfe 
ordinances  ?  then  rejoice  in  God,  and  fay  with  the 
Ffalmift,  "  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not 
all  his  benefits :  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foUl,  for 
the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee." 

Again,  blefj  God  for  health  and  peace  to  lie  down 
with.  "  Some  are  diftrefled,  they  dare  not  lie  dowft 
for  lack  of  breath  ;  others  are  chafe  J  from  their  beds 
and  dwellings  by  the  raging  fword  or  peftilence ;  and 
behold,  1  may  lie  down  without  any  to  make  me 
afraid  " 

Further,  let  us  blefs  the  Lord  that  we  have,  warm 
beds  to  lie  on,  and  not  the  cold  ground,  with  a  ftone 
for  our  pillow,  as  Jacob  had.  Many  of  God's  dqar 
faints*  of  whom  die  world  was  not  worthy,  were  put  to 

lie 
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fie  in  V  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth/9  Nay,  «  the 
Son  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head,"  while  he 
tpred  in  this  ungrateful  world.  Wonder  at  his  humili- 
ation, and  fay,"  H?d  it  not  been  for  him,  inftead  of 
a  refrefbing  bed,  I  might  h*ve  been  lying  down  this 
night  in  the  flames  of  hell." 

VI.  It  is  very  proper  this  night,  as  well  as  every 
night,  to  lie  down  with  thoughts  of  death  and  eternity* 
Think,  how  I  have  one  Sabbath  lefs  to  live  in  the  world  ; 
tod,  O  that  thereby  I  may  be  a  Sabbath-day's  journey 
nearer  heaven,  where  I  (hall  celebrate  an  eternal  Sab* 
-bath,  that  will  never  draw  near  an  end  I  O  to  be  there 
where  there  is  no  fleep,  no  night  to  interrupt  the  feints 
communion  with  God !  When  you  are  putting  off 
jffiftr  doatfis,  thjnk,  the  time  is  pear  when  you  muft 
put  off  this  earthly  tabernacle.  When  you  lay  afide 
your  garments,  think,  Co  muft  I  ftortly  lay  afide  the 
garment  of  this  body.  O  may  I  then  expeel  immedi- 
ately to  be  cloathed  upon  with  £lory  and  immortality  ! 
and,  {hall  I  not  long  for  that  tune  t  This  body,  in  its 
beft  date,  is  but  a  prifon  to  a  belie? ing  foul,  and  detains 
it  from  its  happmefs.  Plato,  though  a  heathen,  bad 
juch  clear  apprehenfions  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul, 
that  he  faid  to  one  that  fed  highly,  "  What  mean  you 
.to  make  your  prifon  fo  (Irong  ?"  Am  I  a  believer  in 
Ghrift,  and  (hall  not  I  be  looking  long  through  the  grates 
x>f  mortality,  till  the  jay  lor  come  and  open  my  prifon- 
door,  knock  off  the  fetters  of  fin,  and  fat  me  at  liberty, 
that  I  may  with  joy  fly  to  my  eternal  red  $  Moreover, 
think  how  willing  we  are  to  put  off*  our  cloaths  at  night, 
that  we  may  go  to  reft,  efpecially  when  we  are  weaiy  \ 
,and  wi(h  and  fay,  O  that  1  were  in  a  condition  to  put 
off  the  body  at  death  with  as  great  w'lliingnefs  and  fa- 
tisfa&ion  !  and,  with  Paul,  long  "  to  be  difiblved," 
and  to  put  off  this  clay  tabernacle.  Mr  Dod,  a  holy 
man,  faith,  "  If  parents  (hould  tell  children  who  have 
played  all  day,  that  they  muft  go  to  hed \  they  begin  to 
cry,  and  (hew  relu&ancy :  But  a  labouung  man  is  glad 
when  night  comes,  that  he  may  go  to  reft.  So  (,layt 
he)  to  the  wicked,  *ho  have  miCfpent  the  day  of  their 
life,  death  is  an  unwelcome  gueft  \  but  the  godly  are 
G  g  a  tofled 
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tofled  and  wearied  in  this  word,  and  therefore  arc  con- 
tent  to  go  to  the  bed  of  the  grate,  "  where  the  wicked 
ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the  weary  be  at  reft," 
Job  iii.  17.  Sin  wearies  them,  fatan  wearies  them, 
the  wicked  weary  them,  ficknefs  and  crofles  weary 
them,  and  Ch rift's  abfence  wearies  them  of  the  world, 
and  no  wonder  they  defire  to  be  at  reft  from  all  thefc 
troubles." 

When  you  fee  yourfelf  ftript  of  your  cjothes,  dunk, 
"  Naked  came  I  into  the  world,  and  naked  fhall  I  re- 
turn -,"  1  can  carry  nothing  hence  of  all  my  earthly  £fl- 
joy merits.  Lord,  let  me  never  chufe  my  portion 'in 
thefe  things  I  mud  leave  eternally,  behind  me.  Ltt 
worldlings  refledt  on  this :  Allthofe  things,  for  which 
you  have  toiled  and  laboured  for  many  years,  vou  art 
leave  in  one  night,  Luke  xii.  20.  Nothing  of  all  your' 
earthly  treafures  can  you  carry  alongft  with  yoa  to 
another  world,  unlefs  it  be  the  ruft  thereof^  to  witnds 
againit  you,  and  eat  up  your  fouls  as  a  canker  to- all  - 
eternity,  according  to  James  v.  1.3.  Whatever^  yow 
enjoyments  here,  remember  death  (lands  as  a  porter  it 
the  gate  of  eternity,  to  fee,  that  if  as  you  brought  no- 
thing into  the -world,  you  carry  nothing  out  of  it,' 
1  Tim.  vi.'7-  A  coffin  and  a  winding  fheet  (hall  be  the 
molt  of  it.  You  may  imagine  what  a  broad  look  the 
pror  foul  will  give  then  to  thofe  things  you  made  your 
treafure  here.  O  (will  it  fay)  mult  1  part  for  ever  with.  , 
all  my  riches  ?  mufti  be  fet  naked  afhore  in  eternity, 
having  nothing  to  relieve  me  ?  mull  1  fuffer  an  ever- 
lading  famine  ?  Poor  foul,  the  world'*  treafures  do  not 
pafs  current  in  another  world  ;  they  cannot  there  ptf- 
chafe  you  any  relief,  or  buy  fo  much  as  •'  one  drop  of 
water  10  ccol  thy  flaming  tongue/' 

Let  your  lying  down  in  bed,  and  covering  you  with 
clothes,  put  you  in  mind  of  your  lying  down  in  the  cold 
grave,  and  your  being  covered  up  with  earth.  JLcok 
on  your  bed  .as  a  to.nb  or  fe^ulchre;  and  every  night, 
before  you  enter in;o  it,  feck  reconciliation  with  God, 
and  new  difcoveries  of  his  love  in.Chiilt,  as  you« would 
tlo  if  goirg  to  your  ^rave.  Kow  fad  is  it  to  be  dyisg 
without  Chriit, 'and  Cod  reconciled  through  him? 

AgaiCi 
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kprafa,  think' or  fay*  "  O  that  the  grave  fnay  be  a  "bed 
£,refbro  mejtupoii  the  account  of  Ghrift's  lying  th'ere- 
JbrP'  -The grave  i*  become  a  bed  of  rofes  to  believer?:, 
ijEtheRafaofc-SharonY  lying  down  it.  Chrlft  hath 
Hereby  .faeetened  and  perfumed  it  for  them.  Am  I  a  , 
ic&ieverv  and  (hull  I  ft- ar  to  lie  down  in  my  Redeemer's 
tad  J'O  be»'evtrythou  may  eft  fevery  night  fay,  with  the 
Pfalmift,  *'  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and 
Beep :  f art  thou;  bfefled  Lord,  only  makeft  me  to  dwell 
imfafcty,*  Plal.iv.  8.  When  you  are  laid  c*own, 
*S  commune  with  your  own  heart  upon  your  bed,"  and, 
irirh'the  pfalrrrifty  *'  remember  God  upon  your  bed, 
rod  meditate  on  him  in  the  night  watches:"  And,  if 
pott  fall  fcfleep  with  fome  heavenly  meditation  in  y\3ur 
thoughts,  your  fleep  will  be  more  fweet,  your  dteaws 
more  comfortable,  and  your  awaking  more  refrelhfui. 
And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  let  us  endeavour,  on  the  Sab- 
bath-night,  that  as  we  began  this  day  with  the  delight- 
ful remembrance  of  Chritt's  refurreclion,  fo  to  ciofe  it 
with  the  cheerful  expectation  of  Chrift's  fecond  com- 
ing, and  our -awaking  and  rifing  from  the  grave  to  meet 
him.  And  when  Chrilt  is  foyinjr,  "  Surely  I  com: 
quickly  j"  O  that  we  may  be  in  cafe  this  nig  lit  to  an- 
fvef,  "  Amen,  even  fo,  come  Lord  Jtfus  !" 

Concerning  our  carriage  after  the  Sabkaih  is  over. 

'Thus  have  I  finithed  the  fecond  general  head  in  this 
4ne&ion,  v:2  -What  is  requifite  in  performing  the  du- 
ties of  the 'Sabbath,  when  it  is  come  ?  It  remains  that 
I  (hould  fpeak  a  word  to  the"  third,  viz.  Whatis  in* 
ttwnbcnt  on  us  at  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  or  when  it  is 
putt?     .   >  •  ■  *     ■   ■ 

When  the  next  day  cometh,  and  we  are  again  to  fall 
toourwetkiy  employments,  we  ought  to  retain  lively 
ifrprtfiionscf  the  preceding  day's  work  en  our  fpirits, 
»ndl  not  foon  forget  what  we  have  feen  and  heard  on 
**fi  8abbath,  In  the  firft  place,  let  us  repent  Tor  the  . 
n**'anA  (hortcomings  of  the  Sabbath,  and  beg  forgivc- 
**fe  then  of  fiom  God,  that  we  go  rot  about  our 
T*°RJly  employments  with  the  guilt  of  the  Subbath- 
^'s  fas  upon  us,  :le{t  they  -bring  u  curfe  upon  the  • 

";t,/-  ♦"'  v/oiks 
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"  works  of  our  hands."  Again*  let  us  pity,  va&m* 
deavour  to  bring  much  of  a  Sabbadudays  frame  into 
the  bufinefs  of  the  week,  and  retain  much  of  it  through 
the  week  that  fo  we  may  be  the  fitter  for  the  next  Sab* 
bath,  yen,  and  in  cafe  to  long  for  it :  This  would  be  a 
fair  way  to  obtain  a  bkffing  on  the  labours  of  the  week, 
and  to  profper  the  "  works  of  our  hands."  Oh !  (haH 
we  bring  fo  much  of  the  week  with  us  into  the  Site 
bath,  and  will  we  bring  nothing  of  the  Sabbath  with 
us  into  the  week  ?  O  let  us  ftudy  to  be  fo  u  in  tbe 
Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day/'  as  to  "  walk  in  the  Spirit* 
all  the  week  thereafter,  mindful  both  of  the  £abtafc 
pa  It,  and  of  the  Sabbath  next  enduing}  beetiufe  it  is 
(aid  to  us  every  day,  "  Remember  the  Sabbath-day  that 
ye  may  keep  it  holy."  Had  we  more  of  Sabbath-days 
thoughts  on  week- days,  then  week-day  thoughts  woald 
led  trouble  us  on  Sabbath-days. 

DIRECTION    IV. 

Concerning  the  Particular  Situ,  whereby  the  SahBificaim 
of  the  Sabbath  is  hindered,  or  the  Sabbath  profaned. 

IF  we  would  duly  fan&ify  the  Lord's  day,  we  muft 
confeientioufly  guard  againft,  and  abftain  from*  all 
thofe  fins  which  are  bppofite  thereunto-,  whether  they 
be  fin6  of  omiflion,  or  commiffion,  fins  of  the  heart,  of 
the  tongue,  or  of  the  life. 

Cf  Sins  of  Om'fjion  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

i.  I  (hall  begin  with  fins  of  omiflion,  and  neglefk 
of  the  duties  of  the  babbath.  There  are  many,  alas  I 
that  make  this  altogether  an  idle  day ;  they  confume 
it  away  in  doing  nothing,  and  keep  it  no  better  than 
do  the  beads;  they  abftain  from  the  woiks  of  re- 
ligion, as  much  as  from  the  works  of  their  calling, 
never  confidering  that  the  Lord's  day  is  profaned  by 
floth  and  idlenefs*  as  well  as  by  fervile  labour  or  im- 
moral 
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moral  fc&idns*  There  are  many  who  place  all  their  re- 
ligion in  negatives,  like  the  Pharifces,  Luke  xviii.  it. 
and  fooliQiiy  think  to  be  juftified  by  their  negative  ho- 
linefs*  M  I  nercr  wronged  my  neighbour,  (fay  feme) 
1  did  not  mock  at  religion,  fwear,  drink  drunk,"  &c. 
But  remember,  a  man  may  ctbftain  frorh  evil,  and  yet 
gfa  Do  hdl  for  not  doing  good;,  Mat.  iii<  10.  A  tree  is  cut 
dowfti  for  bringing  forth  no  fruit,  as  foon  as  for  bring* 
i&g  forth  bad  fruit.  It  is  as  dangerous  not  to  do  thing* 
commanded,' as  to  do  things  forbidden,  Matth.  xxiii.  23. 
There  is  a  woe  pronounced  againft  the  one,  as  well  as 
the  *tber.  Hie  flothful  fervant  is  reckoned  a  wicked 
fcrvarit,  Matth.  xxv.  26.  and  adjudged  to  otter  darknefs, 
as  well  as  the  molt  vitious.  Wherefore  beware  of  pro. 
faning  the  Lord's  day  by  id  lent fs,  or  negleding  of  the 
public,  private,  or  fecrct  duties  above  mentioned,  which 
are  requifite  on  this  day :  And,  in  a  (ptxial  manner, 
beware, 

Fir/}*  Of  negte&ing  the  hearing  of  the  word  this 
day,  or  forfnking  the  aflemblies  of  God's  people  upon  it. 
What  madh^fs  is  it  to  flight  the  means  of  faving  your 
Jives,  and  delivering  your  fouls  from  hell  ?  What  con- 
tempt is  it  of  Chrift's  bowels  of  mercy  ?  if  a  great  king 
fhpuld  fiend  an  ambafiador  to  a  condemned  malefactor, 
with  offers  of  remiffion ;  would  it  not  highy  exafperate 
him,  if  he  refufed  ib  much  as  to  hear  him  i  O  what 
may  God  fay  to  fueh  foolifh  fmners  m  the  day  of  their 
diftrefs,  when  they  cry  to  him  i  May  he  not  fend  you 
to  the  gods  you  havte  ferved,  and  tell  you,  *'  Ye  would 
not  come  and  hear  me  when  I  fen*  "mod  gracious  pro* 
pofats  of  peace  to  you,  neither  will  I  hear  you  now  ?* 
With  what  torture  andanguifc  will  you  eternally  reflect . 
on  yctar  folly  ?  If  you  could  now  but  lay  your  ear  to 
iiclls  door,  and  hear  fuch  gofpel-flighters  crying  out 
-againft  their  fin,  it  would  make  your  hearts -tremble* 
fiuppafe  .you  heard  them  fay,  w  O  if  time  could  be  re* 
called,,  vmti  would  we  give  to  hear  one  gofpel-fermori 
ifcom  the  rooft  debited  rainifter !  How  many  miles 
would  we.go!  Yea*  we  would  run  frota  fea  to  foa,  to 
tepr  one  «nw>ur  aging  fentence  from  Chrift's  mouth,  or 
hi*  tocfietigcrst  Nay,  we  wculd  be  content  to  faifer  a 

thpufand 


tJ-.cufen^  y'orp  darkn-fji  for  one  dfcy%.  go^^dr/li^itf?  t 
rhoufsn  !  vcarri  burning  tor  oie  d«y  of  the  Son  ofxmafl, 
many  vi hereof  I  hsv;  TiC£ie&ed?  tiar(.obt  xbeitMrafe 
fcope,  tr-e  fcjf  -ii  is  lo'»,  the  fent«ru:flrptft;ii?ttkwtwrnr 
t*ccvtTaoly  unci* -n;:  I'  O  how  will  tfoyderik  wrfhfrc 
at  7fiir  foiiy,  and  rt?rn-il!y  upr*id  you  widrrtAfll  jb» 
Sfrcwi/y.  JWv.r*-  of  negl.tting  family  datstfjurotlri 
S  bl#a:h :  The  fourth  command  binds  rea&cmofc(fate» 
J-fs  to  fee  careful  hereof;  yet,  ahs  !  how  fadrj)  mtikf 
.neg'ccic!  ?  In  irrmy  plaici  r*o  family  prayenrofriffflfay 
no  family  hillruuion?,  no  f  tmiiy  f riding  of  GofefewaHr 
r»  to  ?e  fvu:id      InPiead  of  "  delighting  in  thr^torril 
rhe  I.o-d,"  which  is  the  character  of  the  bbiTcd-ini, 
Pi-il.  i.  2.  ir  is   hid   by 'as  a  fealed  boob     113|fcd«ft} 
which  many  fuller  their  bibles  to  pnther  befifafbtofc 
v,:.i  be  a  fearful  witnefs  agiinft  them  one  dayto!iBrft 
r  *vc  particularly,  I  (ball  fp  ak,  -.■■.* 

G/  the  rcil  of.negkaifig-  /W&^Wlf ^^  flWC) 
i .  To"d«*ter  you  from  the  negle&  of  femrty  Warfijqfc 
c^*>fi'>r  in  what  a  miferable  Ante  prayerk&rfanriim 
sere.  The  Spirit  of  God  ranks  them  intoifce  fjuqext 
t?£c-ry  with  \\\t "  heathen  that  know  notGodv^  JwcM.flfi 
For  Low  Jkould  the  families  of  Chriftiam*  bcvdaStn* 
jrnifhsri  from  thofe  of  Turks  and  Pagan vb°**hyitkd 
badce  cf  fair.ny-worfhipr?  Without  this  bad^ep/ilttfl* 
y:;a  ere  ranked*  in  with  heathens,  or  perfbne  escbmm* 
s.icite,  that  in,  fuch  as  are  c*it  out  of  the  cfaanhaifato 
the  devil's  hands  j  for  of  fuch  Chi  ift- faith,-"  Let  Jamb 
to  thee  as  a  heathen."  -Again,  confider  what  ierthee 
threat  tried  fgainft  you;  a  black  cloud  continualfey?htngi 
cAti  your  kimiiiss,  ready  every  moment  to^poorjoot 
wrath  and  fury  upon  you,  not  in  fmall  drops,  bat  i* 
great  (howcrs,  to  overwhelm  ycu  at  once,  fromhwhidl 
your  houles  cannot  defend  you,  though  their  foundation 
were  on  a  rock,  their  walls  of  brafs,  rand  tbeirJaoU 
cf  iron :  For,  while  you  are  without  famfly-pnpfc 
you  want  a  roof  to  keep  off  the  ihower  of '  wnrti^ifld 
he  night  and  day  expoied  to  this  terribte  thrcatxafcgy 
. g<  Pou  r  out  thy  fury  upon  the  heathen  that  know  then  tfih 

and  upon  the  families  that  call  not  on  thy  nama?  * 
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imply  anger  that  is  threatened,  but  fury,  wrath  in 
tateft  height  and  rage.  O  let  prayerlefs  familie* 
h  the  land  tremble  at  this  threatening  f  I  fear,  if 
rprefcnrJy  executed,  it  would  make  thip  cities  an4 
•  fomewherc :  But  though  God  be  patient  and 
iffcring,  yet,  believe  it,  there  are  fecret  and  invi* 
iries  which  light  and  lie  upon  prayerlefs  families, 
a  works,  of  their  hand*.  Negled  of  prayer,  doth 
rr  the  roof  to  let  God's  curfes  drop  through  upon 
crfbns,  children,  tables,  and  all  your  enjoyments  1 
1  denude  yourfelves  of  all  fecurity  and  prpte&ion, 
'•prayer  is  an  excellent  roof  to  your  houfea ;  it  is 
t  roof  that  is  made  of  Irifft  oak,  which  no  vene- 
jrider  will  touch,  nor  lodge  in.  Family- worfhip, 
erformed,  diflodges  fin  and  vice ;  nay,  it  df  (lodge* 
rilalfb:  And  for  thefe  houfes  that  are  haunted 
vil  fpirits,  whatever  other  rfcafoo  may  be  given 
no  doubt  this  is  one ;  God's  worfhip  hath  not 
tuly  performed  tfierein.'  And  though  the  devil 
ot  appear  in  a  vifible  or  audible  manner,  yet  he 
ry  haunts  prayerlefs  houfes  \  for  he  hopes  for  large 
kts  out  of  them.  Why  I  6n  and  wickednefs  are 
leign  there  \  malice,  prideL  deceit  and  intempe- 
adU  bear  fway ;  f wearing,  curfing,  and  lying,  will 
language  of  tie  houfe,  and  the  children  will  learn 
neav  But,  when  prayer  is  introduced  into  a  fa- 
hofie  vice*  are  baniQied,  and  fctan  removes :  For 
arayer  will  make  you  give  over  finning,  ox  finning 
lake  you  give  over  praying  j  they  cannot  dwell 
getber.  But  the  houfe  which  the  unclean  fpirit 
mpty  of  prayer,  is  a  houfe  fwept  and  garniflieb^ 
a  and  a  black  train  of  vices  to  enter  and  dwell  in. 
'e  worfhip  be  not  in  the  houfe,  you  may  write, 
ly  have  mercy  upon  us,"  upon  the  door*  as  they 
io.  when  a  houfe  is  (hut  up  with  the  plague.  What 
5  expeft  in  a  prayerlefs  houfe,  but  the  plagues  and 
of  God  ?  ■  Abraham  expe&ed  no  good  in  a  prayer- 
tee  |;  therefore  fays  he  of  Gerar,  Gen.  xx.  n. 
sly  the  fear  of  God  is  not  in  this  place  \  they  will 
e,*  &c.  What  a  miferable  place  or  houfe  muft  that 
ifcre  God's. fear  is  not  ?  Surely  it  muft  be  a  fink  of 
,.IV.  Hh  fin* 


fa,  *  butt  bl  wrath,  »  eagt  of  unctas*  hi?*,  **■** 

habitation  of  devils*  •   -s*""«:' 

O  mafters  of  families,  w4H  ym  pfev  Aefcwli  tfyo* 

fcmilies?  Tiemblc  left  their  Mao*  Wio^vkiqiii 

4UrtSr    When  a  child  or  frfvautdioa  auUffaMmi 

:|jV  it  will  be  fad  if  eonfeience  hav*  it  t»  «l|  tie, 

*■  Here  one  las  died  out  of  your  fouft,  m'A^'wUk 

you  never  prayed  |  you  dwelt  together,  ft*  t6|*uw>, 

wiougbt  together  many  years,  but  you  ftem  ^ritrfftf 

jgether.    And  what  if  his  foul  be  gone  to  bill  MMfjh 

Stir  neglea  !  What  if  his  Mood  bo  cha*gi*eli3MiJ 
ow  will  you  anfwer  for  it?  Who  knew  but  If  W M 
feen  and  heard  you  pray,  your  words  aftd  edMfpe 
might  have  moved  him  to  go  into  a  fecret-€MftMN 
pray  for  his  own  foul,  and  fo  he  might  havebtiiplfcg 
ing  with  the  faints  in  heaven,  mftead  of  tiwtdbjy'wtt 
the  damn*!  in  hell  ?w  --iwb  ™  V- 

But  if  die  cafe  be  fo  melancholy  when  the*  dfc$*M 
you,  furtly  it  will  be  far  werfe  when  you  *&«**  tw* 
yourfelres.  You  have  all  your  days  kept  jeui  fanfiBll 
godlcfe  and  prayertefst  well,  what  accounts  wi&yoa 
give  of  your  ftewardihips,  when  you  may  be-  9*  tasigtf 
Itewards  ?■  and  what  anguilh  do  you  think  wHKMtf5*it 

Jou,  when,  with  Dives,  you  (hall  feel  yeurfefae  in 
cUt  and  then  begin  (not  before)  to  lift  up  josh  eyes 
to  heaven,  and  fee  the  godly  praying  ones,  whom  y*t 
defpHed,  afar  off,  and  a  great  gulf  fixed  betwixt  feu 
and  them  j  and  alfos  when  you  {hall  fee  thofc  of  ytffe 
prayerlofs  families,  whom  you  ruined  by- your  tmmilfk 
and  Influence,  brought  down  to  the  fame  place  06  ftv- 
tnent,  -to  increafe  your  mifery,  and  add  fuel  tw  your 
flames  f  O  mailers  of  pnycrlels  familieMhmk  on  tnefc  - 
things  in  time. 

Oh!  will  neither  the  far  ef  hill,  Her  hopes^rf 
heaven  perfuade  you  to  family-prayer?  I  am  far*  fftr 
lefs  would  do  it.  could  I  allure  ypu  that  the  dailf  pw» 
fbrmance  of  it  would  gtin  you  an  eftate  of  ten  tuwu* 
land  merks  a  year  »  Ton  would  try  it  as  you  can,  and 
be  pun&ual  in  h  too ;  you  would  no  more  pretend  artut- 
titude  of  bufinefs,  want  of  time,  gifts  or  confidence. 
And  are  700 16  athetftkal,  as  to  prefer  a  little  of  die 

world 
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jwtgU  fttjfcemoi  Or  fapprfe  there  wpe  ftai4  law* 
made,  that,  for  every  time  yon  negle&ed  prayer*  you 
4tauM  tgrlksown Into  *"  dan  of  lions,"  t|  Baniot  was 
ffer>pntyir»£4  or  that  yen  (honld  lofe  a.  fitiger  of  yetr 
Jrod*oth*t  pay  a  hundred  mcrksof  fine*  would-vsu 
Ml  pray  «a  jw*  can,  and  find  (fane  for  It  alfo,  ratJtfr 
thifkktojtDvs  life,  finger,  or  money  ?  And  are  not  the 
JaJfl*#ff  God  more  awful  and  ftrid  than  die  law*  of 
4MMf:b  wt  hdlf*  dungeon,  or  a  den  of  dcrife*  mote 
tppibfe  than  a  deft,  of  lions  ?  Are  not  bctf  b  tonftenfa 
iww.fcorfal  than  the  Ws  of  a  finger?  Is  ***  the  wmth 
#£tte  great  God  mere  dreadful  than  a  fine?  Oh>  *ftl 
APttbc  fear  of  God  prevail  more  with  you  than -the 
[Jan  of-  man  J  Remember  DauielV  seal  of  ftamily-pteyer, 
jvhp  ehofe  rather  to  be  caft  to  the  lions,  before  he 
.ivunU  iocbear  it  far  far  one  day  :  Oh,  what  (hall  *e 
fay  of  theft,  who  will  rather  venture  to  be  air  eternal 
<ftf«y  t*  the  roaring  lion,  than  be  at  this  pata^or  fahra- 
4ia»  ttMbem&lvoa  or  thair  famUiea  i  but  you  may  hear 
i*(*hol*Tb#*f$*  t wanly  oathofcr one  prayer ! 
■A?  i<m  £oa£der  the  great  fin  of  negU&iog  fatnily-foftroc* 
faas  upon:  the  Sabbath,  ^which,  alas  I  »  <#<c6ouneq, 
hywmfon  whaieof  maoy  children  and  fcrrantsar*  ign*. 
4au**  janyerlefc  andfincelciss  Their  parents  and  aaaf- 
.faanntenot  teach  them  to  read,  not  itfftruft  tbetn  cert* 
oornaag  the  principles  of  rebgpnrtheymfehetfiwy  for 
ihero*  nnrdiroia  **m  how  to  pray  %  themfitlifca*)  U 
to  knowledge  *£  thrift  a  choice  arid  eaoelk^rmafure* 
Jfcftdaaitt  you  wfehpld  it  from  thofe  whom^jou  tore, 
fating  it  wil  not  make  ypu  the  poorer,  but  thfc  fitfcer, 
In  oomn|iuiicate  iff -tft  them  £  1 1  b  the;  commendation  of 
▲hrafauft)  that*  ho  hath  made  u  bis  houfehotd  4uxft* 
God's  ways*  and  commanded  them  to  obey  the  fame/* 
Geoh<nri«.^9t  Md  do  yon  cter  think  tb  toed  in  Abra- 
hnore*  bofanrr,  fcHat  wiU.  not  tread  in  Abraham'* 
fiaptfttt*?  Hanrt  jk>*  fto  pfty  or  compfcfikm  on 
tfcctorthot*!*  *  b«ft«e  ofvyOur  bone,  aftf  Aefh  of  yotr 
flefll^*  rWtarejs  the  yearning  of  you*  bowels  towards 
4*ir  pfocioo?  jfotiLi,  that  art;  in  a  (Urving  and  pcriOniig 
oop^iion  for  lack  of  knowledge?  Will  you  be  likrerue* 
tAftehes,  Job  xxxix.  that  are  "  haadcafed  againit  thfcit 
Hht  young. 
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voting  ones,*  and  leave  them  to  be  dcftroyed  after  they 
bring  them  forth  ?  Will  you,  in.  like  manner,,  brim 
forth  your  young  ones,  and  then  carek&ly.  lengthen 
to  be  a  prey  to  the  devil,  and  eternally  to  be  torn  to 
pieces  by  him  ?  Are  you  indifferent  about  thole  that 
came  forth  of  your  loins,  and  whom  you  prafefi  to  love 
fo  dearly,  whether  they  live  with  the  hlcfied  Jefo*  in 
heaven,  or  with  the  curfed  devils  in  hell  ?  Remember, 
C  parents,  who  neg1e£fc  the  education,  o£  yopr,.«hild|cii, 
God  may  punifh  you  for  it,  even  in  this  world,  by  ftbor 
unnatural,  and  undutiful.  carriage  to.  you  in.old,<qjA 
whereby  they  may  bring  down  your  gray  haira^witk 
fprrow  to  the  grave  ;  and  no  wonder  though  they  palp 
no  confeience  of  their  duty  to  you,  who  made.no  cm* 
fcience  to  teach  them  their  duty  to  God*  Recnembcr 
alfo#  how  many  children  have  been  brought  to  a  Jwifa- 
able  end  in  this  world  by  the  negligence  and  wferthfldr 
nefs  of  their  parents  this  way  >  fome  going  touthtgifei 
bet  have  bitterly  refle&ed  on  .their  paienta,  a*  th*  capft 
of  their  jruin,  for  giving  them  fuch  a  bad  exara|fo?jp|r 
not  tnftrufiing  them  in  the  time  of  their  youth.  Bafc 
above  all,  confider  how  your  children  and  fervanUHUty 
rife  up  and  accufe  you  at  the  bar  of  God  at  the  ffeU 
day,  and  fay,  "  Lord,  there  (lands  my  father,,  there 
ftands  my  matter,  he  never  taught  us,  prayed  with  us, 
or  for  us j  he  neglected  prayer,  he  curled,  he  bed,  bs 
brake  the  Sabbath,  and  fo  did  we  after  his  example* 
Jt  is  true,  we  are  jullly  condemned,  but  yet  we  perifli 
through  their  neglcft,  our  blood  is  upon  their  heads." 
O  parents,  will  it  not  make  you  fpeechkfs,  and  fting 
you  to  the  heart,  to  hear  your  poor  children  crying  out 
againft  you  in  that  day,  faying,  "  Had  you  noticed  our 
fouls  as  well  as  our  bodies,  had  you  been  as  careful 
to  teach  us  the  knowledge  of  God  as  of  fuch  a  trade, 
it  had  not  been  with  us  as  it  is  this  day;  we  had 
not  now  ftood  trembling  in  expectation  of  that  dread- 
ful doom,  which  is  juft  ready  to  be  pad:  upon  us. 
Curfed  be  the  man  that  begat  us,  and  the  papa  that 
gave  us  fuck ;  it  i&  to  you  we  owe  our  eternal  ruin  and 
nufery." 

O  negligent 
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&4}Vtef&^?ptatnil9  what  horror  am!  confriion  wiH 
A^'feiztt^odinthar^reat  and  terrible  day  or"  the  Lord, 
•vHfafrTdchrfclraT^'frotn^ur  children!  but  much 
ttdrtPfo^fteftr  Gdd'charge  you  with  their  blood,  and  fayt 
**©  \EfrftjtttMF  wretches,  Behold  how  many  precipua 
fefdfffdfc  %ejjlfeaed  and  fuftied,  whofe  happinefs  you 
Wrfclburfti't^  procure' by  fo  many  ticB  of  duty  and  af- 
ftOHStf1:"  *Fheyk  were  ighofant,  and  you  inftru&ed  them 
riot  ^  they  wire  ptayerlefs,  and  you  taught  then  not) 
tto^w^Chriftlefs,  and  you  pitied  them  not:  Yea, 
ttftrnffrorriy  negle&ed  to  give  them  good  initru&ion, 
atttryott  gave  them  bad  example ;  you  fwore,  lyed,  fpoke 
dHt&h&lyi  broke  the  Sabbath,  mocked  religion,  &c.  and 
teiih  theft  very  pra&ices  they  have  followed  you  to  hell* 
u?<be>  tfft  addition  to  your  torments  there  for  ever.9' 
*  ^WvtyuM'you  then  prevent  this  fad  reckoning,  and  be 
fiittrtd'JwYfli  jrotlr  children  upon  the  judge's  fight  hand? 
ti&Hl&t  yon  trrftrud  them  and  'pray  for  them.  O  fa- 
AMb,  wbuH  you  with  to  have  your  children  well  pro- 
vtted,  iherf  lay-up  a  ftock  of  prayers  for  them,  both  fa* 
miry  and  fetret  prayer :  This  is  a  ftock  that  would  not 
beHfoorifye'nt,  nay,  it  will  be  bringing  them  in  fomething 
vMbfcar  you  are  dead  and  rotten.  O  mothers,  your  bo- 
died-travatfed  in  pain  at  their  firft  birth,  let  your  fouls 
travail  in  pain  for  their  fecond  birth:  Where  is  your 
mothefrfy  tendernefs  toward  the  fruit  of  your  womb  ? 
Would  you  not  be  forry  to  hear  them  fcreeching,  or  fee 
them  frying  in  hell's  flames,  without  remedy  ?  Then 
do  <what  lies  in  your  power,  to  prevent  it,  by  inftrudt- 
ing  them,  praying  for  them,  and  praying  with  them. 

ttbtdty)  Beware  of  neglecting  fecret  duties  this  day, 
fuch  sis  were  afore  mentioned,  and  particularly  prayer. 
If  thou  be  one,  O  (inner,  that  reftraincft  prayer  before 
Ged^this  day,  it  is  a  black  mark  of  a  gracelefs  heart  i 
for -A  friift  of  grace  and  fupplication  go  dill  together, 
A*  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  painf  ulnefs  in  fpeaking, 
are  (ymptoms  of  a  (ick  body  ;  fo  averfion  to  prayer  u 
a  ratTfign  of  a  fick  foul :  For  prayer  is  the  foul's  breath 
and  fpeech  to  God/ Lam.  iii.  16.  Again,  confider  the 
danger  of  living  in  the  negleft  of  this  duty.  •*  If  fa- 
fern  tonight  have  his  with  againft  thee,    (faith  one) 
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life ;  for  the*  he  it  as  fure  of  thee  at  a  fbbbfff  ir  of 
a  traveller,  whoa*  he  Km  fall  bound,  lying  far  a  dtalt 
and  his  mouth  (top*  that  he  cannot  cry  far^dpu?  'O 
praycrlefs  finner,  confider  fatan  has  theefaft  bomtywai 
H  juft  ready  to  murder  thee ;  and  wile  tfunr  not  cry  ts 
God  for  help  ?    Moreov er,  think  what  a  brurifli  tbfcfc 
it  is  to  lire  prayerlcfs,  as  alas  many  do ;  they  ale  like 
the  beads  in  the  morning,  they  work  with  the  beaftaafl 
day,  and  ly  down  like  beads  at  night,  and  neve*  mbi 
to  look  up  to  God;  till  he  lay  them  on  their  back*  spa 
a  death-bed,  and  then  they  begin  to  cry  like  the  beat* 
whan  the  knife  is  at  their  throat,    Confider,  Otmm 
wfey  God  hath  given  thee  a  countenance  esoAcd  W* 
wants  heaven,  and  hath  not  made  thee  to  creep  nn  alk 
four,  as  other  creatures,  with  their  backs-  tahepta, 
and  months  to  earth ;  bat  to  teach  thee,  that  Shoe  art 
made  to  converfe  with  thy  Maker,  and  have  intmattft 
with  heaven,  and  that  the  world's  hulks  are  act  firfMl 
for  thy  foul.    We  would  pity  a  poor  man  that  walk 
all  bowed  together,  and  forced  to  go  Hke  a  beaft  op* 
hands  and  feet,  with  his  eyes  always  to  the  earth.:  Aad 
is  it  not  a  more  pitiful  (pc&acle  to  fee  a  font  that  hi 
{bark  *£  heaven,   and  created  for  communion  wtih 
God,  fo  crippled  with  ignorance  and  earthly  nindtfr  . 
nefs,  as  frill  to  be  poring  and  grovelling  upon  tk 
earth,  without  looking  up  to  God  its  Maker  and  tap- 
pmeft  ! 

Of  Sins  ofCmmiffitm  on  the  LaftFs  day. 

II.  IN  the  next  place,  I  proceed  to  warn  you  apunft 
fins  of  cemmiSion,  by  which  the  Lord's  day  is  toeomm 
monly  profaned  t  And  thefc  arc  either  inward  or  est- 
ward* 

L  Of  inward  Sins  tf  Cwimitfu*.  ••*■ 

v ' 

Inward  fins,  or  heart  fins,  ihould  be  carefully  goM^ 
e$  againft  this  day,  as  being  rood  provoking  to  Qai» 
ppiluiing  to  his  worlhip,  and  hurtful  to  our  fouU-  Sin- 
ful thoughts  axe  an  abomination  to  God  every  day, 

Pro?. 


Pro*,  xti  a£.  but?  matt  especially  this  day.  Thought* 
ueoa  Jond  imOodVotr*  at  woada  t  aqd  he  ooanaiids 
brtt  tbfmghtrto  be  ferfaken*  asWeH  as  evtt  ways*  if  we 
rtuM  have  oardon,  Ifil  it.  7.  Wherefore?  let  us  fit 
tamwed  -  and  fin&ified  hearts,  and  overawe  them  with 
|bt  thoughts  of  God**  prcfenc*  and imnHcience  *  Let 
■frinUgmt  thia  day,  that  we  hear  the  found  of  the  laft 
tauopet,  and  fee  the  throne  fct>  and  Cod  calling  forafi 
aoMmat  of  heartt ;  (for  in  that  day  he  will  judge  heart* 
a*weH  atfifci)  and,  when  any  evil  thought  btetkasn, 
kji  "  mmt  if  God,  who  feca  this,  (hould  prefeotly 
erf}  me  to  account  P  Let  us  keep  a  conftant  waaahoaer 
onr  hearts  this  day,  ftrmng  to  craft  all  finful  thought* 
in  thie  bod>  at  their  fit  ft  riling,  cry  out  for  God**  help* 
Lc*  tfabe  feofible  what  a  mafsof.villanvisin  theheart* 
*  kit  defpevately  wicked,"  as  Jeremiah  faith -,  yea, «*  our 
fannd  pit  is  f  ery  wkkediteft,"  Pfal.  v.  9.  Hence  it 
octal  that  Luther  profeft,  that if  he  feared  his  heart  more 
fee*  tWpepeor  the  cardinal  f  And  Augoftine  payed* 
!^idbera«e»  Bofmne,  a  meipfa"  The  henteia  lik* 
£atfXrofanii«r&,  oot  of  wbofe  belly  pioexedbdartned 
BMcaaaa s  (o  oot  of  the  heart  proceed  ait  erti  word*  and 
efittons,  JMab  *v.  19.  It  is  the  corrupt  fotmtaiiS  fate 
ribtftg*  aH  the  impure  dream*  of  a&ual  fin  do  flow: 
BjeaefitM  we  (hould  look  nattowiy  to  k. 
-?JfeV  befidea  incident  eVri  thoughts,  we  hire  many* 
svtt  habits  and  plagues  of  heart,  that  we  (hould  guard* 
igainft  on  the  Sabbath,  being  fuch  as  profane  the  day, 
anrd  hinder  the  fanfiification  of;  it :  Par tieuhrift 

I.  Atheifm,  and  mifbelief  of  God's  troths.  If  thft 
harbour  or  prevail  in  us,  we  can  aeafr  noprofk  by  the 
word  jfead  or  preached  this  day.  Why  do  people  delay 
or  scfufe  to  embrace  Chrift,  and  leave  their  itfip,  but 
becanfe  they  want  a  fixed  and  firm  impreffion  of  the  * 
truths  of  the  gofpel  upon  their  hearts  ?  It  is  true,  you 
wsH  not  fay  that  yon  mifbelietre  any  of  theeti,  but  you 
rive  no  heart-  affent  to  the  truth  of  them,  which  is  little 
met  t  you  give  no  firm  inward  credit  tb  tht  gofpel, 
iod  to  ail  its  aHfertiona,  comrhands,  threatening^  *nd 
snftnifcs,  that  they  are  come  from  God,  and  are  moft 
certain  and  infallible.     Wete  you  once  firmly 

perfuaded 
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pe rfuaded  of  the  certainty  of  eternal  fife  and  eternal 
death,  you  would  not  (land  fo  long  hove  ~ 
heaven  and  hell.  If  once  you  had  the  firm  i 
of  eternal  death,  you  would  prefently,  "  fee  : 
wrath  to  come ;"  and  if  you  had  a  due  fcnfc  of  eternal 
life,  you  would  "  tun  to  take  hold  of  the  hope  fet  ho* 
fore  you,"  Heb.  vi.  18.  But  alas  !  nature  u  half  Mind, 
and  cannot  fee  afar  off,  2  Pet.  1.9.  To  carnal  hearts 
and  eyes,  there  feems  to  be  a  mift  upon  eternity  »  they 
.  cannot  fee  into  another  world,  and  they  cannot  befiew 
things  not  fern.  But,  O  if  you  would  be  happy,  yoa 
mutt  ftedfaftlv  believe  the  "  immortality  of  the  fori, 
and  a  future  life ;  that  the  Bible  is  the  true  word  of  God, 
and  that  the  blefied  God,  fent  his  eternal  Son  Jefii 
Chrift  into  the  world  to  aflame  man's  nature,  and  die 
for  to  redeem  him  from  Gn  and  hell.9*  Wich  abb* 
rence  renounce  all  doubting  or  unbelieving  thoughts  of  . 
thefe  great  truths ;  rather  t'oubt  of  your  own  being  tfaa 
of  thefe  ;  believe  that  what  now  you  hear  with  your  eat 
concerning  a  future  life  and  judgment-feat,  you  will 
fhortly  fee  with  your  eyes :  If  you  do  it  not,  you  rib 
the  higheft  affront  on  God  that  a  creatute  is  capable  of; 
foT  you  make  your  Creator  a  lyar,  1  John  v.  10.  This 
Is  a  fin  that  devils  are  not  chargeable  with,  for  "  they 
believe  and  tremble"  O  finner,  what  further  confirm- 
tion  of  the  truth  woulcieft  thou  have  from  God,  tbtfl 
he  hath  already  given  thee  ?  Thou  haft  his  word,  yet, 
his  wrir,  ratified  by  his  oath,  confirmed  by  his  miracles, 
and  fealed  by  his  Son's  blood,  which  is  far  more,  and 
far  furer  than  either  a  voice  from  heaven,  or  a  meneflgef 
from  he!),  according  to  2  Pet.  1.  19.  Luke  zvi.  31. 

II.  Igncrance  of  the  truths  you  hear  this  day,  great- 
ly hinders  the  falsification  of  it.  You  cannot  prise 
Chrift,  clofe  with  him,  or  follow  him,  till  fucb  time  a* 
\cuknow  him.  How  can  fuch  hear  the  gofpel,  or  em-  '■ 
brace  Chrift  offered  therein,  that  know  not  their  ruined 
natural  condition  and  their  remtdy  through  Chrift? 
Many  they  know  not  Ch rift's  love  and  beauty,  his  abr 
lity,  fuiliciency  and  funds,  in  his  natures,  offices,  re- 
lation?, graces,  Spirit  and  fulnefs :  They  know  not 
the  defign  of  his  coming  into  the  world ;   the  manner 

ot 


tf\  kfi  tboflDwJflg  ottr  redemption  by  his  obedience  and 
offirfiftgs,  add  the  rfnmner  of  applying  it,  and  our 
^rting  dilfttatteft  tfcerdn,  and  the  neceffity  and  nature 
uf  hnm  in  trier  theretd.  For  as  oft  as  many  have  faith 
ifttheir  nfodAfe  they  know  not  what  it  is ;  they  are 
igtSOrafrt  tftlat  it  is  to  recehreChrift  as  a  Surety  and  Sa- 
viour, as  ar  Prieft  and  King ;  and  therefore  many  gofpel 
famons  and  Sabbaths  are  entirely  loft  to  them. 

Ofiftneri,  confider  the  danger  of  ignorance,  it  is  a 
Jblt  murdering  fin,  Hof.  iv.  6.  i€  My  people  are  de~ 
ftfbyed  for  lock  of  knowledge  "  Do  not  think  jour 
iffPHiice  will  extufe  you  at  a  tribunal,  or  fave  you  from 
Wl:  No,  it  will  rather  aggravate  your  fin  and  condem- 
nation, m  be  found  ignorant,  in  a  land  where  the  light 
femes  fo  plentifully  about  you.  Ignorance  will  be  fo 
B#  from  keeping  off  wrarh  from  you,  that  God  tells 
Mi  it  is  a  fpetial  procuring  caufe  of  wrath,  and  makes 
Wt  mgreniiferable  than  others,  according  to  Ifaiah 
s*vfi.  ii.  •*  This  is  a  people  of  no  uncferftanding, 
herefafe  lie  that  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  on 
hem,  and  he  that  formed  them  will  (hew  them  no  fa- 
our.* 

Again,'  as  ignorance  is  a  damning  fin  in  hfelf,  fo  it 
s  tmf  fruitful  mother  of  many  other  fins  and  lufts,  ac- 
crdiBgfo  I  P(tft.  i.  14.  What  is  the  ttitori  why  many 
wear,  lye,  dheat,  break  the  Sabbath,  drink  drunk, 
tflnmit-  uncleannefs,  flight  ordinances,  negleft  prayer 
a  their  femHtes  and  clofets,  and  go  on  in  their  fins, 
without  repenting  or  fleeing  to  Chrift  ?  It  is  becaufe  of 
heir  ignorance  :  They  are  ignorant  of  God,  his  infinite 
nftice  and  holy  nature,  the  evil  of  fin,  and  what  Chrift 
lath  fullered  for  firmers  ;  they  know  not  what  tegene- 
ation*  repentance  and  faith  are,  for  all  they  fpeak  of 
bm ;  and  how  then  can  they  pia&ife  them,  or  cry  to 
Sod  for  them  ? 

ObpR.  «■  O  (fay  feme  igtiorant  creatures)  many  have 
nttwiedge  that  make  no  good  ufe  of  it ;  yta,  they  are 
rate  gracetefe  and  profane  than  we." 
jinfi  All  this  is  too  true,  and  thefe  will  have  a  fad 
urount  to  make  one  day  for  finning  againft  fo  much 
rht.  But  this  will  be  no  help  to  you,  for  profanity 
Vol.  IV.  Ii  kills 
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kills  them,  and  ignorance  kills  yon;  they  die  of  one 
difeafe,  and  you  die  of  antohc  r ;  and  jnmt  difeafe  it  ai 
fure  to  kill  as  their*.  For  you  to  rejc£t  knowledge,  be- 
casfe  fome  who  have  it  abufe  it  and  perifli  ;  is  as  ridi- 
culous as  for  you  to  fay,  becaufe  many  die  who  hare 
both  food  and  phyGc,  and  plenty  of  means  for  preferr- 
ing life,  I  will  ufe  no  means  for  preferring  my  life  at 
all ;  for,  whoever  die,  you  are  fure  to  die  :  They  tint 
have  both  food  and  phyfic  may  die,  but  they  that  hare 
none  of  them  cannot  live.  So,  whoever  perifb,  igM* 
rant  perfons  are  fure  to  periih ;  for  they  know  not  their 
remedy,  they  cannot  make  ufe  of  the  means  of  life.  0 
ignorant  fruls,  you  are  nearer  hell  than  others  \  yon 
ftate  is  daikncfs,  and  it  borders  upon  utter  darkneft)  fa 
that  you  are,  as  it  were,  lodging  in  the  next  room  to 
hell,  having  but  a  weak  partition  betwixt  you  and  it, 
which  death  may  break  down  in  a  moment,  and  let  yoa 
pafs  into  it.  When  an  ignorant  (inner  dies,  there  goes 
not  only  duft  to  duft,  but  darknefs  to  daikneb;  the. 
darknefs  of  ignorance  to  the  darknefs  of  hell :  And  is 
not  this  a  fearful  ftate  for  you  to  continue  in  ?  What 
madnefs  is  it  for  you  to  do  it,  when  Chiift  is  daily  in- 
viting y(  u  to  come  to  the  light  ? 

O  ignorant  finners,  why  fhould  you  continue  in  jour 
ignorance,  more  than  thefe  of  your  rank  in  other  places, 
who  c?n  difcourfe  mod  fenfibly  of  the  principles  of  re* 
ligion,  and  the  concerns  cf  their  fouls,  and  can  pray  to 
excellent  purpofe  ?  Have  you  npt  rational  fonls  as  well 
as  they  ?  Have  you  not  the  fame  helps  and  advantage! 
that  they  have,  if  you  would  but  make  ufe  of  them? 
Are  you  not  as  capable  as  they  ?  You  are  as  iharp  and 
knowing  about  worldly  affairs  as  others :  You  know 
well  enough  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  ground,  the  value  of 
corn  or  cattle  ;  but,  alas !  know  nothing  of  the  worth 
of  your  foulr ,  of  Chrift  and  pardon  to  them  :  You  are* 
well  trerfed  in  the  art  cf  plow  ing.  fowing  and  reaping, 
and  know  the  light  feafons  for  them  ;  but,  alas  !  you 
know  not  your  feafons  of  mercy  :  You  know  your  al- 
manac kr,  tie  fairs  and  changes  of  the  moon,  you  know 
your  (lory  hooks  and  ballads  *,  and  why  might  you  not 
know  your  bibles  as  well,  if  you  would  employ  the  fame 

parts 
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ports  and  abilities  to  get  fpiritual  knowledge  ?  Hare  you 
not  great  plenty  of  the  means  of  knowledge,  if  you 
would  but  attend  them,  and  make  ufc  of  them. 

Qbjttl.  "  But  I  cannot  read  the  bible,  how  (hall  I 
learn  knowledge  ?" 

•  Anf.  Tou  are  at  a  very  great  lofs  indeed,  it  is  hard 
to  get  ignorant  perfons  inftru&ed  that  cannot  read : 
Tou  ought  to  lament  your  lofs,  and  be  the  more  in 
prayer  for  the  fpirit  of  God  to  teach  you,  and  make  op 
that  lofs ;  and  the  more  defirous  to  hear  others  read, 
and  to  watt  upon  the  public  catechifing  :  And  alfo,  lay 
out  youtfelves  with  at)  care  yet  to  learn  to  read. 

Qbjeft.  "  But  I  am  too  old  to  learn." 

Anf  Are  you  too  old  to  feek  after  Cl.rift  and  falva- 
tion  r  Will  your  age  fave  you  from  hell  and  wrath,  if 
you  die  Chriftlefs  ?  will  God  fpare  old  folk  dying  in  ig- 
aorance,  more  than  the  young  ?  Many  have  learned  to 
lead*  who  have  been  as  old  as  you  ?  were  you  but  wil- 
ling and  defirous,  you  would  foon  conquer  all  difficul- 
ties. 1  have  heard  of  fome  fervants,  who  have  been  fo 
fond  to  learn,  that  they  have  offered  to  their  mailers  or 
miftrefies  to  quit  part  of  their  meat  and  fee,  upon  con- 
dition they  would  teach  them  to  fead :  And,  are  not 
your  fouls  as  dear  to  you  as  theirs  were  to  them  ? 

Objeft.  "  It  was  my  parents  fault  that  did  not  teach 
me  when  I  was  young." 

Anf.  Alas  !  that  parents  (hould  be  fo  cruel  to  their 
children  when  young  !  But,  wilt  not  thou  be  merciful 
to  thyfelf,  becaufe  they  have  been  cruel  ?  Their  negleft 
will  not  excufe  thine.  As  it  was  their  fault  that  did 
not  learn  you  in  youth,  fo  it  is  yours  now  if  you  remain 
in  ignorance,  and  will  be  your  eternal  ruin  if  you  con- 
tinue wilfully  fo :  Yea,  you  will  thus  not  only  bring 
yonr  own  blood  on  your  head,  but  alfo  the  blood  of 
your  children  and  fervants  when  you  get  families ;  for 
you  will  not  be  capable  to  inftrud  them  yourfelves,  nor 
will  you,  in  all  likelihood,  be  at  pains  to  caufe  others 
do  it  $  and  fo  you  will  be  guilty  of  the  fame  negleft  to 
your  children,  tipt  your  parents  were  guilty  of  to  you. 

I  i  a  Objetl. 
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Objea.  "  But  I  am  aJhamed  to  be  learning  at  cftfe 
"  age." 

Anf.  It  is  indeed  a  lhame  for  old  people  *>  be  ig» 
norant,  but  no  flume  to  learn :  Yea,  fhovgh  omc  toot 
were  in  the  grave,  and  the  other  following,  yea  flwM 
ftill  be  learning  fomething  for  your  fooL  For,  what 
it  the  world's  (hame  and  derifion  to  that  vofml  confe* 
lion  of  face  that  will  befall  the  ignorant,  Chri&lets  fin- 
ncr  at  a  day  of  judgment,  and  efpecially  foch  m  flight 
knowledge,  and  will  not  be  at  pains  to  learn  ?  Rod 
that  fearful  and  thundering  threatening.  Pro*,  i.  afr  aj. 
28.  *'  1  will  laugh  at  your  calamity,  when  diftrefcaai 
anguifli  cometh  upon  you ;  when  ye  call  upon  me,  I 
will  not  anfwer;  when  je  feek  me  early,  ye  (hall  not 
find  me."  Oh  !  thefe  words  threaten  againft  the  igno- 
rant, who  refufe  to  learn,  "  puniflunent  without  pitfi 
mifery  without  mercy,  crying  without  comfort,*9  sad 
u  torment  without  eafe."  O  what  is  the  caufe,  lay  70* 
of  all  that  fad  vengeance  I  See  verfe  29.  "  For  dnt 
they  hated  knowledge,"  &c.  As  then  you  love  ywr 
own  fouls,  and  would  efcape  eternal  damnation,  a*  JP* 
would  honour  God  and  his  Sabbath,  fee  that  you  km 
to  read,  feck  inftru£tion,  and  wait  carefully  upon  ill 
the  means  of  knowledge. 

III.  Earthly-mindednefs  doth  greatly  hinder  the  fruc- 
tification of  the  Lord's  day  ;  for,  when  the  vanities  of 
the  world  are  entertained,  they  fopofiefs  tfre  mind,  that 
there  is  no  room  left  for  other  thoughts :  The  though 
of  the  world  (hut  out  the  thoughts  of  God :  The  <Juft 
and  fmoke  of  this  world  fo  blind  the  eyes  of  many,  tint 
they  cannot  difcern  the  beauty  of  Chrift  or  holinefc, 
though  the  b righted  difcoveries  be  made  thereof  this 
day  in  the  ordinances :  Thus,  alas !  fatan  defeats  the 
whole  defign  cf  the  gofpel  as  to  many ;  fo  that,  though 
miniiters  tell  them  from  God's  word  of  their  foul's 
worth,  hazard,  and  only  refuge  in  Chrift,  yet  they  are 
fo  hut  in  purfuing  die  world,  they  do  not  hear  or  think 
on  what  is  faid.     This  man  hath  hi6  farm,  the  other  his 
merchandize,  the  other  his  trade,  to  look  after,  Luke  *if. 
18.  fo  that  there  is  no  time  in  their  lives,  no  room  in 
their  hearts  left  for  Chrift.    It  is  in  vain  to  tell  many 

of 
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of  Securing  a  manfion  or  inheritance  in  heaven ;  they 
mnft  have  houfes  and  lands  on  earth.  It  is  needlcfs  to 
tell  them  of  providing  for  their  fouls  ;  they  have  their 
families  to  provide  for:  Or  to  tell  them  of  heavenly 
manna  to  their  fouls,  they  mud  have  bread  to  their 
mouths.    It  is  to  no  purpofe  to  tell  them  of  a  way  to 

Et  juftice  fatisfied,  or  the  debt  of  fin  paid ;  they  mult 
ve  their  debts  paid  to  their  earthly  creditors,  it  is  in 
vain  to  prtfe  them  to  feek  the  favour  and  friendditp  of 
God ;  all  their  care  is  to  get  the  countenance  of  this  or 
the  Cthet  man,  that  can  do  them  kind  neb.  And  fo, 
upon  thefe  worldly  considerations,  Chrift  the  pearl  of 
price  is  flighted,  die  precious  foul  negle&ed,  and  Sab- 
baths and  fermons  are  quite  loii. 

Again,  it  is  a  grofs  profanation  of  this  holy  day,  for 
people  to  allow  themfclves  to  think  upon  their  trades 
'and  worldly  commerce,  when  they  are  in  God's  houfe. 
As  Chrift  whipped  the  buyers  and  fellers  out  of  the  tem- 
ple when'he  was  on  earth,  fo  he  will  not  fuffer  you  to 
make  the  public  aflemblies  of  his  people  a  place  of  mer- 
chandize, by  thoughtfulnefs  about  worldly  gain  and  pro* 
fit.    Tour  bufibefs  in  God's  houfe  this  day  is  with  the 

E eat  God  only,  and  therefore  you  mtift  attend  to  nothing 
it  his  work  and  Service :  But,  if  you  indulge  worldly 
thoughts,  you  will  provoke  God,  and  mar  all  your  pub- 
lic performances. 

fie  not  like  Martha  this  day,  "  careful  and  troubled 
•boot  many  things,"  things  that  will  not  avail  you  at 
the  dying  hour,  or  through  eternity ;  but  imitate  Mary 
this  day,  fit  at  ChrihYs  feet,  mind  the  one  thing  necet- 
fary,  and  chufe  the  good  part  which  (hall  not  be  taken 
from  you. 

Moreover,  confider  how  dangerous  this  evil  is  to  the 
fetation  of  your  fouls.  It  may  be  faid  of  worldlinefs, 
compared  with  other'  fins,  as  was  faid  of  Saul  and 
David,  when  any  one  fin  4*  kills  its  thoufand*,  this  flays 
its  ten  thoufands:"  O  what  havock  makes  it  in  the  via- 
ble church!  What  Pharaoh  faid  of  the  Ifraelites,  £xod. 
sir.  3.  may  well  dq  applied  to  many  profe&d  Chriiii- 
ans;  they  are  intangled  in  the  land,  the  wilder nefs  hath 
/but  them  in*    The  world,  like  bird  lime,  clogs  the 

foul's 
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foul's  wings,  that  it  cannot  mount  up  to  heaven.  Many, 
like  Lot's  wife,  fct  out  fairly  for  the  Zoar  of  heaven  * 
bat  their  heart*  hanker  after  the  Sodom  of  this  cards 
which  caufcth  them  to  look  ftill  back,  back,  till  they 
perifli  in  the  way. 

Again,  confider  what  a  Tain  and  empty  thing  the 
-world  is,  though  obtained.  It  firitt  not  the  nature,  nor 
(atisfies  the  defires  of  the  immortal  fool :  It  decerns 
all  its  lovers,  and  in  midft  of  fufficiency  leaves  diem  in 
ftraits  s  fo  that  we  ought  rather  to  pity  than  envy  a 
worldling,  whofe  portion  is  fo  fmall,  happinefs  fi>  (hoifc 
miftake  fo  great,  and  mifery  eternal. 

Think  what  folly  it  is  to  dig  for  drofs  with  mattocb 
of  gold,  to  bcitow  the  precious  affections  of  our  foals 
on  white  and  yellow  clay.  How  monftrous  is  it  to  fie 
a  man  with  his  head  and  heart  where  his  feet  (bottld 
be  !  to  fee  the  world  in  the  heart  and  on  the  throne, 
and  Chrift  at  the  foot-ftool !  to  fee  the  world  poflefi- 
ing  God's  room  both  week  day  and  Sabbath-day,  ami 
getting  the  fervice  which  is  due  to  him  alone  !  How 
many  are  they,  who,  even  on  the  Sabbath-day,  worflnp 
the  trinity  of  this  world,  mentioned  i  John  ii.  io\  mere 
than  the  Trinity  of  heaven  ? 

IV.  Forgetfulnefs  of  <3od  and  Chiift  is  a  great  eril* 
and  greatly  hinders  Sabbath-fan&ihxation.      How  can 
thefe  fan&ify  the  Sabbath,  who  never  mind  the  Author 
nor  the  end  of  it  ?  And,  alas !  there  are  too  many  who 
have  nothing  of  God  in  their  thoughts,  either  Sabbath- 
day  or  week-day,  Pfal.  x.  4.    Though  the  heart  be  ftill 
think' ng,   and  hundreds  of   thoughts  pafs  through  it 
every  hour  of  the  day,  yet  God  is  in  none  of  them* 
Strange  !   that  every  worldly  trifle  (hould  find  room  to 
the  heart,  and  God  can  find  no  place  in  it !  What  is  the 
reafon  of  this  ?  You  may  fee  it,  Rom.  i.  28.  •'  They 
did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge."    Surely 
there  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  we  have  to  frequefl* 
mementos  of,  as  of  God  :   How  can  we  look  to  the  hc*£ 
vens,  earth,  flowers,  or  grafs,  without  minding  him  ? 
A  veryhcathen  could  fay,  u  Praefentem  refert  quaelibe* 
herbaDeum."     Or,  how  can  we  look  to  our  bodic** 
but  their  curious  ttru&ure  (hould  prefently  mind  us  0* 

God? 
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1  ?  Yea,  every  time  we  breathe,  every  motion  of 
lungs,  and  beating  of  our  pulfe,  (hould  be  a  prick 
"pur  to  u$  to  mind  our  Preferver ;  and  in  a  fpecial 
iner,  on  the  Sabbath- day,  every  ordinance,  every 
U  every  fentence,  every  word  fpoken  by  the  mini* 
,  (hould  mind  us  of  God  :  But  the  matter  is,  the 
lghts  of  God  are  burdenfome  to  all  that  live  carelefs 
ungodly  lives;  they  cannot  think  upon  him,  but 
'  mind  their  Judge. 

ut,  O  Chriftian,  conGder  what  a  (in  it  is  to  forget 
I,  efpecially  on  his  own  day.  If  we  ought  to  fpend 
y  day  in  the  fear  of  God,  Prov.  xxiii.  17.  much 
e  the  Sabbath-day.  What  ingratitude  is  it  to  for* 
him  this  day  that  minded  us  in  our  low  eftate,  yea, 
ded  us  when  we  could  not  mind  ourfelves?  The  love 
3od  in  Chrift  (hould  fwallow  up  ail  our  thoughts 
day.  When  we  ferioufly  conGder  what  Qhrift  hath 
s  for  his  people,  one  might  think  that  Chrift  would 
:r  be  one  whole  hour  together  out  of  their  minds, 
that  they  (hould  carry  him  up  and  down  in  their 
lghts  and  defires,  that  they  (hould  lie  down  with 
ights  of  Chrift  at  night,  and  have  him  like  a  "  bun- 
of  myrrh  lying  all  night  befjpvizt  their  breads,"  that 
in  their  hearts;  and,  when  they  awake,  "they 
lid  be  (till  with  him  :"  That  their  svery  dreams  in 
night  (hould  be  fweet  vifions  of  Chrift,  and  all  their 
da  (hould  favour  of  him. 

r.'  Averfion  to  duty  is  another  heart  evil,  that  hin- 
1  the  fan&ification  of  the  Sabbath.  O  how  back* 
d  do  we  find  our  hearts  to  the  duties  of  the  Sab- 
\\  how  glad  to  put  them  by  with  any  frivolous 
ufe  !  how  unwilling  to  pay  God  a  vifit  on  his  own 
!  We  are  flow  to  begin,  and  in  hafte  to  make  an 
I;  we  are  heavy  while  the  duty  is  a  doing,  and  glad 
en  it  is  done.  Many  are  driven  to  their  clofets,  as 
hey  were  going  to  the  rack,  or  as  if  prayer  were  a 
ance  rather  than  a  privilege ;  they  are  conftrained 
t»  to  fatisfy  a  natural  conference.  It  is  rather  a  fer- 
than  a  fon  like  performance.  If  conference,  like 
4k- m after,  did  not  lafh  them  to  their  duty,  they 
>W  never  perform  it.     Many,  they  would  rather  , 
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toil  their  bodies  whole  davs  and  week*  at  tie  fareft 
labour,  than  fpend  one  hoar  ia  ferret  upon  their  huff* 
on  the  Lore's  day.     How  fad  and  lamentable  a-fJUapp- 
is  this  ?  Is  not  God's  company  rooft  definable  ?  is  a! 
not  God's  admirable  condeicenGon,  and  am  bigfceft 
honour,  that  fach  poor  worms  as  we  fhouid  be  adawtlrf 
into  his  prefence  ?    Are  we  not  naturally  daQroaa  rf; 
acquaintance  with  great  perfons,  and  why  fo  backwot 
to  acquaintance  with  the  King  of  beaten  ?  Is  ant  As- 
Sabbath  a  delight  to  God's  people  ?  and  fhaJl  the  wok 
cf  it  be  a  drudgery  to  us  ? 

QbjtB.  "  The  duties  reqnifite  on  this  day  are  fr 
many,  they  coft  much  difficulty  and  pains  to  pcrfbna 
them'." 

Anf.  It  is  better  to  take  pains,  than  ftrfier  paw; 
better  be  bound  with  the  cords  of  duty,  than  with  the 
chains  of  daTknefs.  The  bonds  cf  duty  are  not  grie*  - 
ous ;  nay,  thty  a#e  our  ornament  and  greateft  freedoo, 
Pfal.  cxix.  45.  whereas  fatan  and  the  world's  fervice  • 
the  greateft  drudgery ;  there  is  fin  in  the  work,  a*d 
hell  in  the  wages.  Alas,  that  many  will  be  at  no  pain* 
for  that  which  will  bring  eternal  glory,  but  are  con- 
tent to  be  at  great  pains  for  that  which  will  coft  eternal 
pains !  The  drunkard,  thief,  and  adulterer,  run  numr 
hazards  to  ferve  the  devil,  and  win  damnation ;  tier 
fuffer  bodily  pains,  want  deep  and  reft,  and  wean/ 
thcmfelves  to  commit  iniquity,  "  They  draw  iniquity 
with  cordsj  and  fins  as  with  cart  ropes/'  I  fa.  t  18. 
They  are  yoked  as  it  were,  in  the  devil's  plough  Of 
cart,  and  he  makes  them  fweat  and  draw  in  his  fcf> 
vice.  What  bad  work,  fad  wages,/ and  a  terrible  nut 
ter  have  they  ?  Who  would  be  hired  by  any  wages  to 
ferve  lions  and  tyg<rrs  ?  Is  not  the  devil  a  roaring  Hod? 
and,  will  you  ferve  him  that  will  devour  and  tear  his 
fervants  both  foul  and  body,  after  they  have  ferred  him 
never  fo  faithfully  ?  Oh !  (hall  the  devil's  fervants  out* 
ftrip  Chrift's  fervants  in  diligence  and  activity  i  h 
there  any  matter  like  Chrift  ?  Is  there  any  work  or 
wages  like  his  ?  Was  there  ever  any  of  bis  fer- 
vants a  loftr  at  his  hands  ?  Will  not  his  experienced 
fervants  tell  us,  that  "  wifdom's  ways  are  plcafant- 
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fads,"  and  that  Sabbath-days  work  is  the  fweeteft  re- 
creation ?  Hete  they  have  the  mod  pleafant  walks,  the 
moft  lightfome  profpe&s,  the  choiceft  company,  and 
the  fweeteft  fellowship,  Pfal  xxiii.  2.  3.  Plal.  1.  23. 
There  is  heaven  in  holinefs,  and  gain  in  godlinefs ;  no 
fuch  gain  or  delight  to  be  found  elfewhere.  Godlinefi 
is  the  moft  enriching  trade  in  the  world  ;  God's  people 
fometimes  gain  more  by  it  on  a  Sabbath-day  in  one 
hoot,  in  one  fermon,  one  promife,  one  prayer,  one 
communion-table,  one  fpiritual  breathing,  than  all  the 
rich  men  of  the  (hire  are  worth,  put  ail  their  eftatea 
together.  The  world  will  not  believe  this ;  but  fure  I 
an,  one  return  of  prayer,  one  fmile  of ,  Chrift's  face, 
one  look  of  faith,  one  grape  of  Canaan,  one  glimpfe 
of  the  promifed  land,  the  head  of  one  Goliath,  the 
death  of  one  luft,  the  ftrengthening  of  one  grace,  which 
may  be  obtained  in  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath ;  any  of 
thefe  is  an  abundant  recompence  for  all  the  pains  we 
can  be  at  in  God's  fervice  this  day ;  they  yield  more 
fweetnefs  and  content  to  the  foul,,  than  all  the  plea- 
fares  the  world  can  afford :  The  fmallcft  gleanings  of 
fpiritual  joy  are  better  than  a  whole  vintage  of  carnal 
delights. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  that  eternal  weight  of  glory 
which  is  treafured  up  in  heaven,  for  rewarding  the 
laborious  fervants  of  Chrift  ?  What  can  we  dp  for  fo 
vaft  a  reward*  Had  the  Lord  faid  to  us,  unlefs  you 
be  content  to  fpend  your  days  in  fome  howling  wiU 
dernefs,  quit  ail  worldly  riches  and  pleafures,  pint 
away  with  poverty  and  want,  give  the  fruit  of  your 
bodies,  fuffer  martyrdom,  or  take  a  dip  in  hell,  you 
(hall  never  fee  my  face  in  glory  ;  furely  there  is  none 
that  knows  what  it  is  to  efcape  eternal  mifery,  and  in- 
herit endlefs  happinefs  above,  but  would  have  been 
willing  to  accept  of  thefe  conditions.  How  much 
more  then,  when  he  only  requires  us  to  accept  of  his 
Son  as  our  Surety,  and  love  him,  part  with  thofe  fintf 
that  would  damn  us,  and  follow  him  in  the  pleafant 
ways  of  holinefs ;  and  to  do  all  this  in  his  grace  and 
ftrength>  for  he  fends  none  a  warfare  on  their  own 
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charges  ?  Say  not  then,  I  have  no  ftrength  for  (o  aianf 
duties  as  are  required  upon  the  Sabbath.  Is  there  not 
enough  in  Chiilt  for  thee  ?  Look  with  an  eye  of  faith 
to  the  power  znd  promife  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  every 
new  duty  will  bring  new  (Irength  with  it ;  *•  they  that 
do  thofe  things  (hall  live  in  them." 

VL  Hardnefs  of  heart  hinders  the  fan Aification  of 
the  Sabbath.  Why  ?  hard  hearted  firmer*  can  have  no 
delight  in  Sabbath-work ;  they  are  not  affe£ted  by  the 
word;  they  cannot  prize  Chrift  offered  in  the  gofpel; 
they  are  not  capable  of  receiving  the  gofpel-comforts. 
Oh  how  many  fuch  do  every  Sabbath  appear  before 
God  !  who  can  fit  and  hear  the  mod  terrible  threaten- 
ings  of  the  word,  and  curfes  of  the  law  denounced 
againft  fin,  and  the  fins  tficy  are  guilty  of)  and  yet  he 
no  more  concerned  than  the  feats  they  fit  on,  or  the 
dead  that  lie  under  their  feet.  Mercies  or  momifcs  do 
not  allure  them,  judgments  or  threatening^  do  not  alarm 
them.  Tins  is  a  fadcafe,  and  yet  very  common,  and 
few  fenfible  of  it.  Who  is  complaining  of  this  plane, 
of  heart-hardnefe,  and  laying  their  cue  before  God, 
faying,  "  Ah !  what  {hall  I  do  with  this  (lone  in  mj 
heart  ?"  A  (lone  in  the  bladder,  or  kidney,  is  a  woe- 
ful  pain,  but  the  (tone  in  the  heart  is  much  more  dan- 
gerous and  deadly ;  yet  who  is  pained  with  that  and 
crying  to  the  Phyfician  of  fouls  to  take  it  away,  and  give 
a  heart  of  fle(h  ? 

O  hard-hearted  (inner,  confider  thy  miferable  condi- 
tion while  thou  remained  in  a  fallen  itate  under  wrack 
Many  a  ftroke  has  been  given  thee  by  the  hammer  of 
the  word  to  no  purpofe ;  many  of  the  Spirit's  motion* 
haft  thou  refilled ;  many  a  knock  haft  thou  defpifed. 
O  tremble,  left  God  give  thee  over,  and  take  no  mo*c 
pains  on  thee.  A  heathen  Felix  trembled,  the  devils 
tremble  for  fear  of  God's  wrath ;  and  will  thy  heart 
be  unmoved  ?  God  calls  you  to  flee  from  it,  miniftert 
call,  mercies  and  promifes  call,  judgments  and  threat- 
enings  call,  the  wounds  and  blood  of  Chrift  call ;  and 
will  not  thy  heart  be  affe£lcd  ?  **  The  voice  of  the  L&& 
is  powerful,  full  of  majefty,  breaketh  the  cedars,  ihaketh 
the  wildernefc,"  hath  melted  the  hearts  of  thoufands? 

and 
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and  yet  cannot  it  break  thy  hard  heart?  Thou  haft 
mountains  of  unpardoned  guilt  lying  on  thee,  and  haft 
thou  no  feeling  thereof  ?  Remember,  if  you  be  not 
brought  to  feeling  now,  you  fhall  be  brought  to  it  ere 
long,  to  your  eternal  coft  and  forrow  ;  if  the  word  do 
not  waken  thy  heart,  it  is  like,  death  will.  When  you 
begin  to  draw  by  the  curtain  of  left,  and  look  into 
eternity,  you  will  then  cry,  Lord,  what  will  become  of 
me  for  ever  ?  If  you  do  not  awake,  then  to  be  fure  the 
firft  moment  of  your  entry  into  eternity  will  bring  you 
to  your  fenfes ;  the  bitings  of  the  worm  of  confeience 
*wHl  then  make  you  feel ;  the  ftream  of  fire  and  brim- 
ftene  wiH  melt  the  hafdeft  heart  *,  the  hammer  of  juf- 
tice  will  then  break  the  heart,  which  the  hammer  of  the 
word  could  not. 

O  then,  beg  of  God,  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs, 
that  he  may  give  you  "  the  broken  heart  and  a  contrite 
fpirif,"  that  fo  you  may  have  that  acceptable  facrifice 
to  offer  to  him,  which  he  never  yet  frowned  Upon, 
Pfid.  li.  17.  u  A  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God, 
thou  wilt  not  defpife."  Auguftine  caufed  write  this 
text  over  his  bed  when  fick.  Let  us  cry  to  God  for  it, 
who  alone  can  give  it.  Gravel  ftones  men  may  remove, 
but  heart- (tones  none  can  remove  but  God:  We  may 
as  eafily  remove  mountains  as  do  this ;  yet  we  muft  u(e 
the  means :  And  therefore,  "  look  to  him  whom  you 
h^ve  pierced,  that  you  may  mourn.  Think  much  on 
the  free  love  of  (Thrift,  and  the  bloody  fufferings  your 
fins  did  put  him  to.  If  Chrift's  love  and  blood  will 
not  (often  thy  heart>  nothing  will.  Beg  the  Spirit  of  God 
to  come  and  make  application  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
bleffed  Scape-goat  \  and  then  the  adamantine  heart  will 
drflbfve.  Cry,  "  Come,  O  Spirit  of  God,  blow  the 
fire  of  die  word  with  thy  own  breath,  and  then  it  will 
melt  hearts  :  Take  this  hammer  in  thy  own  hand,  and 
it  will  break  rocks.  Loxd,  wound  and  heal;  do  the 
'  woTk  thoroughly  and  effectually  j  begin  it,  carry  it  on  and 
finifh  it :  For  if  any  of  it  be  left  for  me  to  do,  it  will  be 
eternally  undone,  and  I  will  be  loft  for  ever.  Lord, 
Complete  this  work,  loofe  my  bonds,  thaw  my  affe&ions, 
and  draw  my  heart,  and  take  eternal  glory  to  thee*" 

Kk'a     -  VII. 
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VIT.  Hypoct ify  and  formality  in  duty  is  oppoGte  to 
Sabbath  fan£tification  ;  for  God  requires  heart-  (sincerity 
in  every  piece  of  worfhip  and  duty  that  we  perform. 
Tet,  O  how  many  are  they  who  give  God  no  more  bqt 
the  outward  man,  and  the  fcrvicc  of  the  body  !  They 
44  draw  nigh  to  God  with  their  lips"  only  ;  they  pray 
fo  fuperficially,  as  if  they  were  unwilling  that  God 
fhould  hear  them,  and  take  away  that  lull*  which  con- 
icience  forces  them  to  pray  againft.    They  are  fo  care- 
lefa  and  irreverent  in  fecret  prayer,  they   would  be 
afhamed  if  any  faw  them,  or  overheard  them.    A  (b> 
tue  on  a  tomb,  with  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up,  offers  as 
good  fervice  as  many ;  only  it  wants  a  voice  :  And  what 
fignifies  the  voice  without  the  affe&ions  ?  A  parrot  may 
be  taught  to  repeat  fome  few  words  of  prayer,  but  none 
will  call  that  a  prayer  j  fo  neither  will  God  own  thy 
formal  words  for  ^rayer.    It  is  fpeaking,  and  not  pray- 
ing, when  the  heart  is  wanting;  he  looks  upon  thy 
worfhip  as  no  better  than  a  ft  age- play.     Many  worfhip 
God  as  caielefsly  as  if  they  were  "  praying  tp  an  idol)19 
that  neither  faw  nor  heard  them  :  Nay,  many  heathens 
have  woTfhipped  their  falfe  gods,  Jupiter  and  Mais, 
with  greater  ferioufnefs  and  devotion  than  you  do  the 
great  Jehovah,  who   made  you  and  all  the  world* 
Why  ?  the  reafon  of  all  this  is,  all  that  many  feek  of 
religion  is  the  name  of  it ;  and  the  outward  form  of  it 
makes  them  pafs  under  the  name  of  good  Chriftiani 
among  men.     Though  God  fees  their  hypocrify,"  yet 
man  knows  it  not ;  and  that  is  enough  to  them.    But, 
O  hypocrite,  confider  the  day  is  approaching  when  God 
will  unmaflc  thee  before  all  the  world.     As  Paul  faid 
to  the  high  pried,  A&s  xxiii  3.  fo  may  I  fay  to  thee, 
"  God  (hall  fmite  thee,  thou  whited  wall  j"  fo  as  thy 
paint  (hall  fall  off,  and  thy  inward  rottennefs  appear  to 
all.     There  Will  be  no  hiding  of  thyfclf  among  the 
crowd,  no  irjnpofing  on  an  all- feeing  God.     He  can 
eafily  difctrn  a  traiterous  Judas  under  a  deceitful  kifs,* 
ravening  wolf  under  a  (beep's  (kin,  a  murdering  Herod 
under  a  pretence  of  worlhip,  a  hypocritical  Pharifcc 
under  a  broad  phyla&ory.     He  can  fpy  a  difiembling 
devil  under  a  Samuel's  mant'e,   or  when  he*  would 
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hroud  himfelf  among  the  fons  of  God ;  for  neither  the 
fophiftry  of  men  or  devils  can  blind  his  eyes. 

Again,  let  the  hypocrite  think  on  his  folly,  in  lofing 
both  his  heaven  here  and  hereafter,  in  drawing  down 
upon  him  both  the  hatred  of  the  world,  and  the  hatred 
of  the  God  of  heaven.  The  world  hates  him  for  his 
(hew  of  religion,  and  God  hates  him  for  his  hypocrify 
in  it.  Is  it  not  lamentable  folly  in  hypocrites  to  do 
fomething  for  Chrift,  and  go  fome  length  in  the  way 
to  heaven,  and  yet  to  lofe  both  Chrift  and  heaven  for 
not  going  one  ftep  further  ?  To  be  like  that  fcribe,  Mat. 
xii.  34.  'b  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God,"  and  yet 
never  come  thither  ?  How  fad  is  it  to  perifh  with  hea- 
ven in  view,  and  go  to  hell  by  rhe  very  gates  of  glory  ? 
The  hypocrite's  hope  brings  him  to  the  fhady  valleyv 
Job  xvii.  14.  but  his  candle  goes  out  in'that  dark  trance; 
and  then  he  Humbles  and  falls  for  ever.  It  is  fad  to 
periOi  in  the  wildernefs,  when  come  to  the  very  brink 
of  Jordan,  and  in  fight  of  the  promifed  land ;  to  make 
our  voyage  with  a  pleafant  gale  all  the  way,  and  (hip- 
wreck  at  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbour  j  to  come 
within  a  ftep  of  the  gate,  and  die  with  our  hands  upon 
the  threfliold, 

Lafilyt  Remember,  as  hypocrify,  if  continued  in,  w\Jl 
certainly  damn  you $  fo  it  will  provide  a  hotter  hell  for 
you  than  that  of  other  Tinners,  Matt.  24.  51.  therefore 
be  wife  in  time,  and  ftudy  (incerity  and  uprightnefs  of 
heart  in  all  your  dealings  with  God. 

VIII.  Wandering  of  heart  greatly  mars  the  perfor- 
mance of  Sabbath  duties,  efpecially  hearing,  praying, 
and  praifing.  Jewifh  rabbies  fav,  "  That  though  on  the 
Sabbath  there  was  much  rlefh  ufed  for  facrifice  in  the 
temple,  yet  not  fo  much  as  one  fly  was  feen  ft ir ring 
there."  So  neither  fhould  there  be  a  wandering  thought 
3T  eye  allowed,  when  we  are  about  God's  folemn  wof* 
%ip  this  day  in  his  houfe.  What  encouragement  hath 
1  hufbandman  to  fow  upon  a  high- way,  where  every 
man  and  bead  has  free  pafTage  ?  No  better  is  the  heart 
>£  a  wandering  hearer  :  We  may  as  well  cad  feed  upon 
the  waves  of  the  fea,  as  preach  unto  fuchj  for  the 
good  feed  of  the  word  is  quite  loll  upon  them*     Think 

what 


270  Shit  opposite  A> 

what  an  affront  it  would  be  to  a  kin?,  to  turn  your  back 
to  him,  or  diPourfe  v*ith  others,  while  he  is  fpeaking  to 
you  ?  The  motion?  and  pofturcs  of  vour  fouls  are  asvifi- 
iAe  to  God,  as  the  morions  and  poftures  of  your  bodies 
are  to  one  another.  Or,  if  a  criminal  were  allowed  to 
petition  his  prince  for  his  life,  would  he  break  off  at  every 
(entence,  arH  chafe  flics  through  the  room  $  yon  would 
fey,  a  re  million  were  ill  beftowed  upon  fuch  a  creature. 
O  beware  of  fuch  a  ridiculous  behaviour  before  the 
King  of  heaven,  when  you  are  add  re  fling  him  for  the 
We  of  your  condemned  fouls.  Would  you  have  God 
to  hear  you,  when  you  do  not  hear  yourielf  ?  Can  yon 
think  he  wtl|  be  mindful  of  you,  when  you  art  not 
mindful  of  yourfelf  i  Think,  if  your  prayers  were  writ- 
fen  down,  and  all  your  vain  thoughts  interlined,  what 
incoherent  nonfenfe  would  they  be  ?  would  yon  not  be 
afhamed  to  hear  them  all  read  over?  would  not  the 
wotW  cry,  "  Shame  upon  you  for  mocking  your  dread 
Sovereign  with  fuch  an  impertinent  addrefs  ?"  O  bot 
thoughts  are  the  fame  as  words  with  God  ;  nay,  they 
fpeak  louder  in  his  ears  than  words  do  in  ours,  Amos 
iv*  13.  "  Me  declares  unto  man  what  is  his  thought.* 
And  David  fays.  u  He  tells  my  wanderings.  • 

Wherefore  when  you  enter  this  day  into  the  fane- 
tuary,  or  into  your  clofets,  (hut  the  door  of  your  heart, 
fo  that  worldly  thoughts  may  not  enter  to  trouble  yoa. 
Lay  folemn  obligations  and  charges  upon  your  hearts, 
that  they  wander  not  from  God ;  bind  the  facrifice  with 
cords  to  the  altars  horns ;  and  if  the  birds  of  prey  come 
by  furprife  down  upon  the  facrifice,  then,  like  Abraham, 
Gen.  xv.  11.  *'  drive  them  prefently  away,"  and  fant- 
mon  every  thought  to  attend  your  main  bufinefs.  Re- 
tract every  vain  thought  witli  a  figh,  and  chide  with 
your  hearts  for  vain  excurfions  ;  check  them  i.s  Chrrft 
did  hi*  drowfy  difciples,  What?  cannot  you  watch  with 
Chriit  for  one  hour  ?  How  then  will  you  like  to  be  en- 
gaged in  heaven's  work  to  all  eternity,  where  there  b 
no  interruption  ? 

Again,  confider  the  uncertainty  of  your  time  for 
prayer.  Had  a  criminal  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  al- 
lotted him  to  beg  his  life  before  an  earthly  judge,  would 
!*e  lpend  it  in  g.  zing  upon  the  court  and  their  fine 
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clothes*  or  in  afking  fome  ridiculous  queftions  ?  No, 
he  would  intreat  and  beg  his  life  with  ?.ll  the  argument* 
and  fervency  he  were  capable  of.  O  firmer,  when  thou 
kneeled  down  to  beg  thy  foul's  life  at  rite  hands  of  the 
Judge  of  the  quick  and  dead,  thou  knowelt  not  if  thou 
fhalt  have  fo  long  as  a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  it;  and 
wilt  thou  trifle  it  away  ?  What  if  death  furprife  thee* 
and  and  thy  heart  wandering  from  God  ? 

For  remedying  of  this  evil,  beGdes  what  is  faid,  (lady 
to  overawe  your  hearts  this  day  with  a  fenfe  of  God's 

Eefence  and  omnifcient  eye.  A  fervant  will  not  fpoct 
mfclf  in  hi6  matter's  prefence,  but  carry  gravely* 
Did  you  believe  that  God's  eye  U  ftill  upon  you,  and 
notices  all  your  thoughts,  words,  looks,  and  geftures ; 
would  you  not  be  more  circumfpcct  than  you  are*? 
May  not  angels,  when  they  fee  what  gravity  and  decen- 
cy you  obferve  in  prefence  of  a  prince,  and  your  care- 
leihefs  and  irreverence  in  prefence  of  a  glorious  God, 
conclude  you  no  better  than  infidels  in  midft  of  God's 
hou£e  ? '  ConGdcr  then  how  folemnly  you  fet  yourfelves 
in  God's' prefence,  when  you  attend  public  ordinances. 
It  was,  die  fenfe  of  this  that  made  Bernard  fay,  when 
}&  came  to  the  church-door,  "  Stay  here,  all  my  earth* 
ly  thoughts."  But  if  they  do  thru  ft  in  after  you  and 
come  upon  you,  to  divert  you  this  day,  pretending  ne~ 
ceflkry  bufinefs,  as  Nehemiah's  enemies  did  to  him  when 
about  the  temple  work,  then  give  them  fuch  a  repulfe 
as  he  did,  .Neh.  vi.  3  ^  lain  doing  a  great  work,  I 
cannot  come  down ;  why  fhould  the  work  ceafe,  whiKt 
1  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you?''  and,  like  him, 
repeat  this  over  and  over,  as  they  repeat  their  lb  imita- 
tions. 

Again,  get  love  to  God  and  his  ordinances;  for 
what  we  love,  that  we  fix  our  minds  upon,  be  it  gain, 
honours  or  pleafures.  David  found  love  to  the  word 
a  good  remedy  againft  wandering  thoughts  in  time  of 
reading  or  hearing  it,  PfaL«cxir.  113.  '<  I  hate  vain 
thoughts,  but  thy  law  do  I  love,1'  Alfa,  ftudy  to  accu* 
ftom  yourfelves  to  holy  thoughts  at  other  times ;  for 
a  vain  heart  out  of  duty  will  be  little  better  in  duty. 
If  your  hearts  be  much  fet  on  the  world  at  other  times, 

vour 
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your  thoughts  will  be  driving  thither  in  time  of  dutfi 
whether  praying  or  hearing  :  But  if  they  be  habitual!/ 
fet  upon  Chrift,  then  will  your  prayers  afcend  to  him 
like  a  pillar  of  incenfe. 

Moreover,  be  putting  up  frequent  ejaculations  un- 
to God,  to  fix  your  hearts,  and  gather  your  ftraying 
thoughts.  Fray  with  the  pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxxri  it* 
**  Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name.*  Look  to  him 
that  can  (lay  "  the  i  aging  waves  of  the  fea/'to  flay  the  , 
wandering  thoughts  of  your  heart. 

Laftly,  Confider  how  Jews  and  Heathens  may  put 
Chrifttans  to  the  blufh  in  this  matter.  We  read  of  Mr* 
priGng  inflances  of  their  fixed  devotion  in  their  t&i  tf 
worGiip.  It  is  a  ftrange  conftancy  and  fixednefs  that  8 
fpoken  of  the  Jewifh  priefts  at  Jerufalem,  that  whefithg 
Romans  broke  into  the  city,  and  rufhed  into  the  temple 
ready  to  kill  them  :  yet  they  went  on  with  the  rites  of 
the  temple,  as  if  there  had  been  no  fuch  thing*  Alibj; 
ftrange  was  the  fixednefs  of  that  Spartan  youth,  tint 
held  the  cenfer  to  Alexander  while  he  offered  facri&e, 
who  fuffered  a  coal,  that  fell  on  his  arm,  to  burn  Mi 
flefb,  rather  than  by  crying,  or  letting  fall  the  cenfer,  be 
fhould  diflurb  that  worlhip.  May  not  thefe  inftaocft 
frame  us,  that  have  more  light,  for  our  unfixednefc  and 
inconftancy  in  the  feivice  of  the  great  Jehovah  r* 

IX.  Wearying  of  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath  is  another 
evil  we  muft  guard  again  It  this  day.  O  how  many  ate 
there  like  thofc,  An.os  viii.  5.  who  fay  in  their  hearty 
*«  When  will  the  Sabbath  be  gone  ?M  and  with  thofc, 
Mai.  i.  13.  '*  What  a  wearinefs  is  it  ?"  Many  weary « 
much  cf  fermons,  as  if  they  were  in  the  flocks  all  the 
while  they  attend  them.  O  what  would  come  of  yoo, 
if  Chrift  were  as  foon  weary  of  calling,  as  you  are  of 
hearing  !  Jrlow  many  Sabbaths  have  you  kept  Chrift 
(landing  and  knocking  at  your  doors,  and  he  is  not  yet 
weary,  for  all  your  long  deafnefs  to  his  knocks,  and  re* 
fufing  to  open  to  him,  but  continues  Hill  to  knock  ?  P 
let  this  fhanie  us  out  of  our  wearying  to  knock  at  G<kF* 
door.  Alas  !  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  prayer  wearies 
many  of  us.     Is  this  the  requital  we  give  to  Chrift  ft>* 

all  his  love  and  patience  ?  May  not  he  fay,  ,f  O  belie- 
ver, 
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>f  1  did  not  foot*  weary  of  my  bloody  fweat  in  thegar- 
fc  for  kfcee  1  nitty,  I  was  longer  on  the  painful  crofs, 
n  met  thotr  waft  on  thy  knees  in  prayer,  or  meditat- 
\  on  nay  lote  and  {offerings.  O  Mould  a  believer  eve* 
mrj  of  that  fob)e£t?  Thofe  idolater*,  Afts  xix.  34. 
ira  m  eff  out  with  a  load  voice  for  the  fpace  of  two- 
utt"  and-  not  weary  in  commending  their  idol  Diant  ; 
i  fhall  we  weary  of  hearing  a  fermon  in  comriicnda* 
d  of  Chrift,  for  the  fpace  of  one  hour  ?  O  where  are 
sfe  animal  fptrits  that  men  hare  in  worldly  bufioefs  ? 
tevr  it  that  vigour  and  a&ivity  that  many  (hew  hi  their 
dHy  recreation*,  nay,  in  fcrving  of  their  lulls  ?  Many 
tary  not  to  fpend  whole  days  and  nights  in  chinking 
d  gaining;  but  they  grudge  to  give  God  one  day  for 
t  worftrip,  or  fo  much  as  one  hour  of  his  own  day* 
hi  weary  not  to  provide  for  your  bodies  and  prefent 
ingtf,  but  (bon  weary  to  provide  for  your  fouls  and 
miry :  Tou  weary  not  to  beftow  time  and  pains  to 
utfrafe  a  fmali  eftate ;  but  you  can  fpare  no  time  nor 
ins  to  feek  the  kingdom  of  heaven*  Many  are  quick 
cngh  about  worldly  tilings,  but,  like  Dagon,  they 
ve  qo  head  to  think,  nor  hands  to  a&,  when  the  ark 
prefenc  The  Sabbath  is  a  long  and  wearifome  day 
them.  Some  think  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  of 
iff  day  too  much  to  be  given  to  God;  one  of  them 
ay  ferve :  Or  they  linger  in  coming  to  the  church  in 
r  morning,  as  being  glad  to  have  a  part  of  God's  day 
id  worlhip  driven  by  ere  they  come ;  an<f  not  a  few 
eal  away  before  worihip  be  ended;  they'd  rather 
end  the  day  any  way  than  in  God's  fervice.  O  fin- 
sr,  who  b  the  lofer  by  this,  but  thy  own  foul !  Doft 
kju  think  a  Sabbath  long,  a  fermon  long,  a  prayer 
mg?  How  long  then  will  it  be  to  be  banilhed  from 
taTr  ptefence,  and  lie  on  beds  of  fire  through  a  whole 
ieniity  ?  Toa  will  weary  eternally  there,  but  it  will 
ot  mend-  you :  The  doors  are  not  open  there,  as  the 
lurch  doors  now  are,  to  let  you  go  in  and  out  at  your 
leafcre  (as  fome  gracelefs  perfons  do  in  time  of  divine 
wftip)  no,  you  will  find  hell's  gates  (hut  with  invin* 
ble  bolts,  and  mountains  of  brafs  rolled  to  them $ 
Vol.  IV.  hi  and 
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ind  there  you  muft  dwell  and  He  roaring,  as  prifoom 
of  wrath  for  ever.  Poor  carnal  wearying  foul,  canft 
thou  ever  think  of  going  to  heaven,  to  worfhip  and 
adore  Cod  for  ever  without  intermiffion,  when  fo  {bait 
a  tme  of  this  work  wearies  thee  now?  To  be  fore, 
heaven  would  be  a  hell  to  thee  in  thy  prefent  uncoil* 
verted  date ;  thou  wouldlt  give  never  fo  much  to  be 
out  of  it  acain,  wert  thou  in  it. 

But,  O  believe  r,  how  ill  doth  it  become  thee  to 
weary  rf  Sabbath- work  here  below,  that  profeffeft  Id 
be  preparing  for  that  everlafttng  Sabbath  above,  die 
work  «f  which  hath  no  end  ?  Wilt  thou  weary  to  fpend 
one  whole  Sabbath  here  in  ferving  Chrift,  who  wearies 
not  to  fpend  many  whole  Sabbaths  and  years  in  fenring 
thee  ?  Confider  how  bufy  Chrift  is  this  day  in  heaven 
in  thy  behalf :  Though  the  Sabbath  be  a  day  of  reft  to 
us  fiom  our  ordinary  work,  yet  it  is  none  to  Chrift)  he 
is  bufy  through  the  u  hole  of  it  pleading  and  miftg 
interceflion  for  thee,  without  fainting  in  this  work; 
and  wilt  thou  fo  foon  tire  to  a&  for  him?  Doth  he. 
mind  thee  fo  conftantly,  and  wilt  thou  fo  foon  weary  to 
think  on  him  ? 

X.  Sleeping  or  drowfinefs,  in  time  of  divitie  ferricc, 
is  a  profanation  of  the  Lord'3  day,  and  hinders  our  pro- 
fiting by  the  ordinance^  Therefore  guard  againft  it. 
Many  are  watchful  tnough  about  the  devil's  fervicc; 
.  they  can  fpend  whole  nights  in  drinking,  gaming,  &c* 
without  fleep ;  but  cannot  hold  up  their  eyes  half  an 
hour  in  hearing  a  fermon.  Confider  what  an  evil  cuf- 
iom  this  is,  you  who  are  chargeable  with  it,  and  reform 
it.  How  ridiculous  were  it  for  a  man  that  came  to  the 
market  to  buy  provifion  for  him  ft  If  and  his  family,  to 
fall  afleep  in  the  market-place,  and  fo  mifs  his  errand? 
Do  you  not  come  on  the  Sabbath,  which  is  heaven's 
market  day,  to  the  ordinances  to  get  provifion  for  your 
fouls  y  and  will  you  fall  afleep  in  the  mean  time  of  the 
market,  and  fo  go  home  empty  ?  What  do  you  know 
but,  while  you  flept,  that  truth  was  delivered  that  might 
have  Lved  your  fouls  ?  Will  a  man  fall  afleep  at  hj» 
food  i  and  yet  you  deep  while  the  bread  of  life  * 
breaking  to  you,  and  the  waters  of  life  are  tunning  by 
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pit  How  fad  13  it,  that  the  foul's  mouth  flioulH  at 
this  time  be  clothed  with  drowGnefs  and  afleep,  that  it 
cannot  receive  one  crumb  or  drop  ?  O  how  w:  uld  a 
damned  foul  prize  the  opportunity  that  you  fleep  away  ! 
Remember  it  will  not  always  I  aft  with  yon,  the  Sabbath 
and  fermon  will  quickly  come  that  will  b*  your  lift; 
and  who  knows  but  this  or  the  next  may  be  it  ?  If  you 
thought  you  were  going  ftr««ight  from  the  church  to 
God's  tribunal,  would  you  not  be  more  watchful  in 
hearing?  There  is  none  can  allure  you  Hut  it  imy  be  fo : 
However  that  be,  I  can  allure  you,  you  mult  fhortly 
arfwer  for  every  fermon  you  are  preient  at.  God  will 
rfk,  Where  are  thr  fruits  of  fo  many  fermons  ?  It  will 
be  a  fearful  hem  in  vour  accounts,  So  many  fermons  Jlept 
nvaj  .*.  How  will  you  anfwer  for  it  > 

Again,  confider  how  provoking  this  practice  is  to 
God.  Would  not  a  prince  be  difpteafed  with  a  fu*je£r, 
if  he  fbould  fall  afleep  while  he  is  fpeaking  to  him  ? 
would  not  a  judge  be  angTy  with  a  criminal,  if  he  (hould 
lleep  when  he  were  about  to  pronounce  his  fentence  ? 
And  have  you  not  to  do  with  the  "  King  of  kings," 
and  <f  Judge  of  the  world/'  while  you  are  hearing  the 
word  ?  Is  not  your  life  at  the  flake  when  you  are  hear- 
ing it  ?  according  to  that  word  in  Dent,  xxxii.  46.  47. 
*  Set  your  hearts  unto  all  the  words  which  I  teftify 
imong  you  this  day  ;  for  it  is  not  a  vain  thing  for  you  : 
becauie  it  is  your  life."  Remember  what  befel  Euty- 
shus  when  he  flept  in  time  of  fermon.  Ads  xx.  it  aim  oft 
soft  him  his  life :  God  made  him  a  monument  of  dif- 
}leafare,  for  a  warning  to  all  fleepers :  He  got  a  fad  fall, 
mt  you  may  get  a  worfe ;  he  fell  to  the  ground,  but 
rou  may  fart  to  the  loweft  hell,  and  there  you  will  not 
[et  a  Paul  to  t*ke  you  up  as  he  got.  Your  fin  is  more 
ggravated  than  his :  it  was  mid  night  when  he  flept, 
>ut  you  fleep  at  mid-diy ;  Paul  had  preached  feveral 
ours,  but  half  an  hour  and  lefs  puts  you  afleep.  You 
ave  caufe  to  fear,  left  God  make  you  a  monument  of 
16  wnrth,  or  that  he  fay,  Sleep  on,  till  the  flames  of 
ell  awake  you.  It  is  truly  a  wonder  how  any  can  fleep 
t  the  worfliip  of  God,  either  in  the  church  or  family, 
nd  not  dream  of  hell- fixe  in  their  fleep  ;  for  their  dan- 
Ll  a  ger 
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ger  U  greater  than  they  axe  aware  of;  fatan  ia  *trj  buff 
at  fuch  a  time :  While  you  deep,  be  fiiccefifaUy  fow* 
his  tares,  Mat.  aiii.  2r.  your  Deeping  time  U  a  feed 
time  for  the  devil,  and  a  Jpring  time  tor  loft** 

If  you  would  remedy  this  evil,  drive  and  wnefite^gaioi 
it,  and  pray  for  help  to  do  it ;  go  timcoufly  to  bed-on 
Saturday's  night,  and  fee  that  you  be  tempera*  tfapqeh 
the  week  \  for  they  that  wake  much  in  the  alc-hoWi 
will  be  fair  to  deep  in  the  church. 

£1.  Prejudice  at  preachers,  and  quarrelling  with  tbe» 
for  their  plainnefs  and  freedom  in  reproving  fin,  mm 
the  fan&ification  of  the  Sabbath,  and  your  getting  spat 
by  the  ordinances*  Some  hear  minifters,  aa  the  Fh* 
rtfees  heard  Chrift,  with  ill-will  to  them,  and  a  defigo 
to  catch  advantage  againft  them  ;  they  "  would  makes 
man  an  offender  for  a  word/1  Others  are  (b  f  aft  afleep 
in  fin,  that  they  cannot  endure  minifters  to  thunder  is 
their  ears,  or  lighten  in  their  eyes  by  plain  and  ptetcbg 
lermons,  becaufe  they  difturb  their  reft.  -  Ala  «sf 
"  wroth  with  the  feer"  upon  this  account,  and  MJMt 
him  in  prifon ;"  fo  dealt  Herod  with  John,  and  Amb 
with  Micaiah.  Many,  like  Ahab,  think  the  miniftcrJftf 
a  pique  at  them,  when  he  reproves  fin  freely :  "  He 
never  fpeaks  good  of  me,"  faith  Ahab.  O  finner,  this 
4s  the  wrong  way ;  for  when  God  wounds  thy  fin,  and 
darts  conviction  into  thy  foul,  thou  (houldit  thank  thfc 
fpirit  of  God  for  his  merciful  vifiting  of  thee,  and  Jsj 
open  your  lufts,  and  fay,  u  Smite,  Lord,  with  a  deadly 
blow  thofe  enemies  that  would  not  have  thee  to  role 
over  them  ;  kill  my  liifts,  ami  fave  my  foul.  BleftPbj" 
iician,  wound  and  heal ;  caufe  thefe  convictions  end  ia 
my  converfion  here,  and  falvation  hereafter."  An  ho- 
ncft  heart  loves  that  fermon  beft  that  wounds  his  lufts 
deeped.  He  fays  to  the  word,  or  the  minifter,  that  flops 
his  career  in  (in,  as  David  to  Abigail,  c  Sam.  xsf'tf* 
33.  •«  Blefled  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  which  Seat 
thee  this  day  to  meet  me  *  and  bleffcd  be  thy  adrift,* 
ice.  If  your  eyes  were  opened,  you  would  look  <* 
plain  rouzlng  preachers  as  your  heft  friends  in  the  worlA 
If  you  were  in  hazaid  of  burning  or  drowning  by  falling 
into  the  fire  or  water,  would  you  be  angry  with  one 
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thttwiU  puUjfou  ou^  and  fave  your  life,  though  he 
QiQuId  WQundjou,*)*  bjreak  an  arm  ofyou  in  the  doing 
rjf  it?  Nay,'  you  would  think  him  your  friend,  and  thank 
him  for  hw  Jundnefs.  And  will  yau  be  angry  with  a 
miwftcr  for  plucking  you  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning, 
by  -denouncing  wrath  againflt  fin,  .and  telling  your  ha* 
zaid  rin  .plain  language  ? 

1X\\.  Slighting  the  offers  of  the  goCpel,  and  Chrift 
tendered  to  *s  therein,  is  a  great  profanation  of  the 
Lord's 4ij%  and  dircAly  oppofite  to  the  defign  of  it: 
<Te£  alas  !  it  ia  a  moil  prevailing  evil  among  us.  Chrift 
culU|»  hut  we  wiU  not  hear ;  he  offers  himfclf  and  his 
pnrcbafe,  but  we  will  not  accent :,  he  allures  us  with 
Dts  jmercy,  but  we  will  not  turn  to  him »  he  of t  waters 
us  with  the  dew  and  rain  of  gofpel  ordinances,  but 
little  fruit  follows:  We  are  like  the  barren  field,  on 
which  much  soft  U  bellowed,  hut  the  crop  is  nothing 
anfwezabk.  How  many  Sabbaths  are  fpeni*  and  fer- 
mons.  preached,  and  no  good  done  i  At  one  fermon  of 
Peter's,  -there  were  .three  thoufand  fouls  converted: 
But,  alas!  we  fear  there  are  three  thoufand  £ermona 
pieached  now,  and  iot  one  foul  brought  in.  Many 
times  is  the  gofpel  net  let  down  in  vain :  O  that  Chtift 
would  come  and  dke£t  it  to  be  let  down  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  fliip  !  I  (hall  endeavour  briefly  to  lay.  before 
you  die  peat  fin  and  mifcry  of  rejecting  Chrift  and  the 
gospel  oners. 

x.  It  is  againft  veafon  to  ref ufe  a  remedy  when  in  our 
flier ;  as  for  a  wounded  man  to  flight  a  phyfician,  or  a 
condemned  man  a  pardon,  none  in  his  right  wits  would 
he  guilty  of  this :  Nay,  it  is  even  felf- murder ;  for  he  is 
as  guilty  of  his  own  death  that  rejects  a  medicine,  or 
tears  -a  pbnfter  from  off  his  wounds,  as  he  that  cut  his 
own  throat.  Now,  you  know  what  a  heinous  fin  felt- 
tnucder  is  ;  yea,  this  is  not  onJy  to,  but  it  is  foul- murder, 
which  has  a  louder  cry  than  any  other  murder,  by  fo 
qmch  as  the. foul  is  more  precious  than  the  body  :  You 
*js  afraid  to  flied  the  blood  of  other*,  O  do  not  embrue 
your  hands  in  the  blood  of  your  own  fouls. 

a-  It  is  the  greateft  affront  and  indignity  that  can  be 
ofiexed  &  the  majefty  of  God  and  our  JUord  Jefios 
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Orift.  It  is  even  called  a  "  treading  underlet  the 
Son  of  God,  and  his  precious  blood,*  Heb.  x^  a8L  "ao. 
which  is  there  reckoned  a  greater  fin  thaA  flic  i>rtidi 
of  all  the  ten  commands ;  it  is  a  fin  which  ridtlA  fidh 
thens  nor  devi'.  are  guilty  of.  To  "  tread'  ixpim  life 
Son  of  God,"  O  monftrous  guilt !  who  would 'W  guilty 
of  this?  May  you  far,  *•  Am  I  a  dog  (ac  Hazad  fiid 
to  the  prophet)  that  I  (hould  do  this  thing?*  Yea,etby 
foul  that  flights  Chrift  and  his  gofpel-offers,  doth  it. 
How  provoking  muft  it  1  e9  to  trample  on  G6d*f  flioft 
precious  Jewel,  wherein  he  is  highly  delighted  and  itfl 
pfeafrd,  Mat.  iii.  iff.  to  lothe  that  which  is.  moft  ftrda 
unto  God  >  What  horrid  ingratitude  is  it,  to  flight  tfe 
Temedy  that  the  infinitely  wife  God  hath  been  at  fi> 
much  pains  and  espences  in  preparing  for  try  W 
which  hath  coft  him  more  than  the  creating  of  ten 
thouf,nd  worlds  would  have  done  ?  a  work  upon  wBfch 
his  heart  is  fo  fet,  and  wherein  he  hath  lb  diiplaycrf  liJs 
glorious  attributes  and  perfefiions ;  yea  a  worr  which 
he  prefers  to  all  his  other  works  :  How  criminal  moft 
it  be  to  undervalue  that?  Again,  what  a  flight  irmftft 
be  to  the  divine  Majefty,  to  prefer  the  devil  and  lofts 
before  him  ?  When  fatan  and  lufts  knock,  they  pie* 
fently  find  accefs ;  yea,  the  leaft  whifper  they  make  is 
hearkened  to  :  But  though  Chrift  cry  aloud,  and  Hit 
up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet  in  the  gofpel  offers ;  yea* 
though  he  call,  intreat,  bcfccch,  and  complain,  is  difi* 
garded,  and  finds  (but  doors.  "  What  iniquity  (m«f 
Chrift  fay)  do  ycu  find  in  me,"  that  the  devil  and  Into 
fliould  be  preferred  before  me  ?  Can  they  do  for  yon 
what  I  can  do  ?  "  Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord,  0 
fooltfh  and  unwifc  ?" 

3.  Rcfufing  Chrift  as  offered  in  the  gofpel,  is  d« 
great  condemning  fin  of  the  world,  fee  John  iii.  io«3^ 
Hcb.  iii.  19.  The  ruin  of  finners  under  the  gofpel,  is 
laid  at  the  door  of  this  fin,  as  if  there  were  none  other 
charged  upon  them  ;  And  juflly  it  is  fo  ;  for  if  a  mate- 
fader  were  c(5?ned  his  life  upon  his  kneeling  and  ac- 
cepting the  king's  remiflion,  it  he  refufed  to  do  thiif  & 
rruy  well  be  faid,  that  his  rcfufal  han^s  him.  Ofinner, 
ro  other  fti  in  the  wcrld,  however  great  it  be,  wouH 

condemn 


idemn  you,  if  you  were  not  guilty  of  this  fin  of 
h^g  Chrift:  Bt|t  this  is  the  fin  which  binds  the 
If  of  all  your  other  fins  hard  and  faft  upon  you  ;,yeaf 
itjje.fin  that  binds  up  the  hands  of  Omnipotencj, 
tft  cannot  fave  you.  Chrift's  merits  though  inn- 
;f  cannot  juJlify  you,  if  you  rejccl  them ;  for  the  beft 
cUcipe  that  ever  was  compounded  cannot  heal,  un- 
it be  applied? 

|.  Unbelief  and  flighting  of  Chrift,  tends  to  defeat 
..whole  defign  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  render  Chrift's 
0)9.  undertaking  ufcleU  :  For,  what  is  it  but  a  fay- 
;  on  the  matter.  You  have  no  need  of  him;  and 
1  'death  was  to  no  purpofe  ?  May  not  Chrift  look 
;h  a  grieved  heart  upon  unbelieving  Gnners,  and  fay* 
[  have  gone  a  long  journey!  (hed  my  precious  blood, 
1  fuffercd  the  pains  of  hell,  to  fave  finners :  But  thefc 
on  the  matter,  I  might  have  ftaid  in  heaven  -,  I 
ght  have  kept  my  blood  in  my  veins  -,  or,  I  died  as  a 
1  dieth :  They  give  me  no  thanks  for  all  my  pains.*9 
tinners,  confidtr  what  you  are  doing  *,  would  you  go 
>ut  to  fruftrate  Chrift's  glorious  expedition,  or  give 
1  caufe  to  repent  of  his  death  and  bloody  agony  I 
;  This  fin  brings  on  inevitable  wrath  and  mifery9 
b.  il  3.  As  Chrift  hath  cords  of  love,  fo  he  hath  a 
.  of  iron ;  if  you  break  his  cords,  he  will  take  his  rod : 
mercy  manage  it,  it  will  but  wound  you ;  but,  if 
:ice  take  ir,  it  will  grind  you  to  powder.  O  provoke 
:  the  Mediator  to  take  his  iron  rod  j  for  his  vengeance 
ieavy.  Though  he  be  the  meek  "  Lamb  of  God," 
I  be  clad  with  prieftly  garment*,  yet  he  hath  "  feet 
>  brafs,  as  if  they  burned  in  a  furnace/'  both  heavy 
L  hot  to  trample  on  his  enemies,  Lev.  1.  13.  15.  If 
1  refufe  Chrift,  your  mifery  is  as  inevitable  as  that 
the  devils ;  For  they  perifli,  becaufe  they  have  no 
idiator;  and  you  penih,  becaufe  you  will  not  have-  a 
:dtator.  O  why  will  you  put  youiklves  in  the  fame 
e  with  devils  ?  Nay,  your  cafe,  in  fome  refpefts,  will 
uprfc  than  theirs ;  .for  they  never  reje&cd  a  remedy. 
e  molt  fcorching  corners  in  the  fiery  oven  of  God's 
ath  feems  to  be  referved  for  unbeliever?,  Luke  xii. 
.    The  breath  of  his  mouth,  that  before  invited  them, 
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will  eternally  blow  their  fire,  Ha.  zsx.  3c.    Mercy  fc- 
fdf  will  be  incenfed,   and  plead  agajnft  them  at  the  . 

Stat  day.  You  will  be  more  ihexeufaMet&afr  t!tt  Im* 
ens:  They  will  have  fometningto  fay  for  Aemfcltcf, 
"  We  never  had  an  offer  of  CTttift,  w*  never  ott* 
heard  of  him  ;"  but  what  cair  ytra  fcy  far  yourfelrtt, 
who  have  had  fa  many  thoufimd mm,  and  fo  many 
knocks  and  calls  every  Sabbath  to  accept  of  GhriftF 
You  mud  furely  ftand  fpMjrhlefe :  there  remains- no- 
thing for  you  but  a  "  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment, 
and  fiery  indignation,  which  (half  devour  the  advtffir- 
ries:"  Yea,  ••  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  b 
that  day  of  judgment,  than  it  will  be  for  you,9*  Mat.  xr. 
la.  23.  The  fins  of  Sodom  were  fo  monftro**,  tint 
they  made  a  hell  upon  earth.  O  what  punififmeot 
muft  they  have  now,  when  the  beginnings  of  h  m  tffis 
world  were  fo  terrible  ?  If  the  punifhment  of  the  led! 
fin  will  be  intolerable  in  that  lake,  O  what  will  Ac 
punifhment  of  the  Sodomites  horrid  and  unnatural  fini 
be  ?  Yet  their  cafe  will  be  eafy,  in  relpeft  of  then  that 
have  flighted  the  gofpel :  Thefe  will  even  gflaffi  their 
teeth  for  envy  of  the  happinefs  of  a  damned  Sodomite* 
Nay,  O  gofncl  (lighter,  you  will  then  wHh  a  thoufand 
times  you  had  rather  been  living  in  Sodom,  when  fire 
and  brimftone  was  rained  from  heaven  on  it,  than  hate 
lived  in  Scotland,  where  marina  was  rained,  and  the 
light  (Lined  fo  abundantly. 
So  much,  for  inward  fins. 

Of  outward  Sins  of  Comm\jf%on  on  the  LcrcPrDny* 

II.  I  come,  in  the  next  place,  to  caution  you  agaiflfr 
outward  fine,  whereby  the  Lord's  day  is  too  commonly 
profaned. 

1.  Beware  of  the  fins  of  the  tongue  :  It  is  a  ffloft 
eflential  part  of  true  religion,  to  govern  the  tongue  a- 
right :  For,  "  if  any  man  feem  to  be  religious  (fait* 
James)  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  that  man's  religto*1 
is  vain."  The  tongue  is  a  mod  unruly  thing;  and 
therefore  the  pfalmift  treats  it,  as  he  would  do  an  un# 
reafonable  btair,  Pfal.  xxxix.  1.  "  He  keeps  it  in  as  with 
a  bridle."     God  hath  fet  a  double  hedge  about  this  un* 
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dy  member,  both  of  the  teeth  and  lips  (to  (hew  with 
hat  care  we  fhould  keep  it)  and  yet  how  oft  doth  it 
rcakloofe,  notwithftanding  of  both?  God  hath  alfo 
laced  it  betwixt  the  brain  and  the  heart,  that  it  might 
facounfel  of  both  ;  and  yet  how  oft  doth  it  a&,  with- 
at  advifing  with  either  the  one  or  the  other  ?  God 
ath  given  us  two  ears,  and  but  one  tongue  ;  to  teach 
5  to  hear  much,  and  fpeak  little.  "  Be  fwift  to  hear, 
ad  flow  to  fpeak,"  James  i.  19.  for  "  he  that  refraineth 
iijipi [is  wife,"  Prov.  x.  19  often  have  we  caufe  to 
$eh{;  our  fpeaking,  but  feldom  our  filence. 

As  we  ought  to  watch  our  tongues  every  day,  fo 
fpecially  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  for  on  this  day  we  are  for- 
id.to  "  fpeak  our  own  words,"  Ifa.  lviii.  13.  Not  only 
luft  we  this  day  abftain  from  lying,  f wearing,  rcproach- 
Hgt  backbiting,  &c.  but  alfo  from  all  idle  words,  yea, 
fom  all  fuch  difcourfe  as  is  unfuitable  to  the  work  of 
bis  day,  though  it  might  be  lawful  on  other  days.  The 
«arts  of  men,  may  be  very  much  known  by  their  Sab- 
athjay's  difcourfe ;  for  (<  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
cjrt  the  mouth  fpeaketlr"  We  guefs  by  people's  hn- 
nage  what  country  they  belong  to.  Is  thy  fpeech  vain 
ad  worldly  upon  the  Lord's  day  ?  It  is  a  (hrewd  fign 
f  a  carnal  unrenewed  heart ;  "  Thou  art  a  Galilean, 
>y  foeech  bewrayeth  thee."  This  is  God's  holy  day, 
id  he  will  have  it  fan£ttfied  by  our  whole  man,  and 
f  our  words  as  well  as  our  a&ions  :  l(  Set  a  watch 
ten  this  day  before  your  mouth,  and  keep  the  door  of 
>urlips,"  and  ftrive  to  "  feafon  your  fpeech  with 
"ace  5  for  you  may  profane  the  Sabbath  by  your  words 
'  well  as  by  your  works,  and  by  vain  words  as  well  as 
r  vile  words*  O  then,  what  caufe  have  we  to  lament 
«  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  by  vain  and  idle  dif- 
JUrfes,  which  is  fo  common  among  us  ?  If  Chrift  fhould 
1Q  himfelf  to. many  this  day,  in  their  coming  to  and 
>ing  from  the  church,  as  he  did  the  two  difciples  go- 
g  to  Emmaus  on  this  day,  Luke  xxiv.  15.  17.  and  afk, 

What  manner  of  communications  are  thofe  which 
>u  have  one  with  another  ?"  might  not  this  queftiou 
rtke  us  fpeechlefs,  and  make  as  blulh  ?  Who  can  tell 
hat  day  this  is  by  many  people's  difcourfes  ?    Jefts, 
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(lories  and  idle  talk,  are -as  common  with  them  this  dsf 
as  any  other.  It  was  Plato's  proposal,  4€  That  mem 
fpecches  at  their  meetings  and  tables  (hould  be  written* 
If  this  were  praftifed  on  the  Sabbath,  would  it  not  put 
many  to  fhame,  to  read  over  their  words  before  them? 
But  though  men  do  not  regifter  them,  yet,  remember, 
God  doth  it,  efpecially  on  his  own  day,  which  he  ba& 
io  much  honoured.  He  has  a  book  of  remembrance  to 
write  down  all  that  men  fay,  as  well  as  what  they  do^ 
Mai.  iii.  16.  See  what  he  faith,  Mat.  xi.  36.  that  ftrip* 
ture  may  caufe  us  all  tremble,  and  take  heed  to  our  wetfe 
while  we  have  a  day  to  live ;  "  I  fay  unto  you,  tint 
every  idle  word  that  men  (hall  fpeak  tney  (hall  give  ac- 
count thereof  at  the  day  of  judgment."  O  what  long 
counts  will  many  have  to  clear  for  idle  words  on  die 
Sabbath,  befides  on  other  days  I  And  if  they  nmft  a* 
count  for  idle  words,  how  much  more  for  ill  and  fiftM 
words,  for  bafe  lies,  and  bloody  oaths  ?  O  the  tongue 
ia  a  world  of  iniquity  i  How  (hall  we  anfwer  for  k  it 
God's  bar,'  without  timeous  repentance,  and  fleeing  to 
Chrift  for  mercy  ?  If  you  would  have  your  tongues  i» 
newed,  and  to  become  as  choice  filvcr,  to  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  Canaan  on  the  Lord's  day ;  then  fee  to  get 
fanfiified  hearts :  Cleanfe  the  fountain,  that  the  ftromi 
may  run  clear ;  "  wafh  your  heart  from  wickednefi, 
and  let  not  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  you,"  Jer.  iv.  14* 
Shut  out  vain  thoughts,  as  well  as  vile  thoughts  :  And, 
if  they  break  in  upon  you  this  day,  do  as  the  raviihed 
virgin  under  the  law,  cry  out  to  God  for  help,  and  yos 
(hall  not  be  held  guilty. 

Secondly^  There  are  fins  in  a£Hon,  whereby  the  Sab* 
bath  is  frequently  profaned  by  many. 

1.  Many  incroach  upon  the  Lord's  holy  day,  sad 
profane  it  by  worldly  diverfions  and  recreations,  and  by 
fceking  their  plcafurcs  in  the  fields,  which  I  have  handled 
already  at  feme  let  gth  :  Others  profane  this  holy  day 
by  n> akin g  it  a  day  of  iolenefs,  or  a  vifi  ting- day  afliscf 
their  friends  ;^nd  neighbours:  Others  by  making  it  a 
reckoning  uay  with  woikmen  and  fervants :  And  many 
profane  it  by  doinp  unnecefiary  fervile  work  in  and  about 
their  houfes,  which  might  either  be  done  on  the  Satur- 
day 
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ay  before,  or  delayed  till  Monday  thereafter  j  fuch  as 
ie  gathering  peafe,  (hearing  of  grafs,  cutting  and  (hear- 
ig  of  kail,  fetching  in  water,  Sweeping  the  houfe,  dry* 
ig  of  clothes,  brewing  of  ale,  and  the  liks.  Theie 
rings  not  being  works  of  rteceffity  or  mercy,  but  our 
wn  works,  done  for  our  woldly  profit,  or  to  indulge 
ar  carnal  eafe  or  pleafure,  are  certainly  unlawful  on 
ie  Sabbath,  according  to  Ifa.  feiii.  13.  Yet,  alas!  how 
the  Lord's  day  profaned  by  thefe  pradices  in  f  *n\c 
lades  of  the  land  ?  Let  minifters  do  and  fay  what  they 
ill,  ftill  many  will  be  Healing  a  part  of  God's  day  for 
ieir  fetvife  work }  and  it  cannot  but  be  heinous  and 
revoking  in  die  fight  of  God,  being  done  againft  fo 
iuch  light  and  manifold  reproofs. 

OtjtB.  "  Why  do  you  exclaim  fo  againft  us  6n  this 
;count  ?  we  do  no  harm  to  any  $  we  thank  God  we  are 
»t  thieves,  extortioners*  drunkards,"  &c. 

Anf.  Nay,  you  are  thieves,  for  you  rob  God,  and 
eai  from  him  that  which  is  his  proper  right,  for  "  the 
itenth  day  is  the  Lord's."  You  would  be  aftumed  to 
5  found  Sealing  any  of  your  neighbour's  goods,  and 
link  you  no  flume  to  be  found  fobbing  God  of  his 
oty  day  ?  Is  not  facrilege  the  word  kind  of  theft,  fteaU 
ig  from  God  worfe  than  dealing  from  mart,  the  fins 
gainft  the  firft  table  greater  than  the  fins  againft  the 
scood^table?  BeGdes,  they  that  begin  thus  to  (teal  from 
tod,  may,  ere  all  be  done,  come  and  fteal  from  men 
M>  \  for  falfe  to  God,  true  to  no  man.  Many  a  thief 
t  the  gibbet  hath  confefled,  that  he  began  his  loofe  life 
ffld  Healing  with  breaking  of  the  Sabbath-day;  that  this 
iras  his  leading  fin,  and  the  occafion  of  all  the  reft. 

Qhjefi.  *«  We  are  not  GnguTar,  we  do  but  what  neigh- 
wurt  and  others  about  us  do  " 

Anf.  You  ought  to  be  lingular,  and  do  more  for  God 
tod  your  fouls  than  others*  if  you  would  *'  enter  in  at 
tie  ftrait  gate."  God  forbids  you  to  "  follow  a  multi- 
Hide  to  do  evil,"  Exod.  xxiii.  2.  The  comrrionnefs  of 
*  fin  doth  not  extenuate  but  aggravate  it  in  the  fight  of 
Bod;  for,  the  more  common  it  be,  it  hath  the  louder 
*y  in  his  ears  for  vengeance.  God  hath  common 
^agues  for  common  fins  in  this  world,  and  a  common 
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hell  for  common  tinners  in  the  world  to  come.  Think 
not,  that  your  aflbciation  with  others  will  any  wife  alle- 
'  viate  your  torments  in  that  lake  below ;  nay,  it  will  ra- 
ther heighten  them  :  For  the  more  faggots  are  thrown 
into  a  fire,  it  will  burn  the  more  vehemently* 

Objefl.  "  Thefe  things  which  we  do  are  but  little 
trifles,  foon  done,  and  do  not  hinder  God's  fervice  on 
the  Sabbath.10 

Anf*  1 .  Was  not  gathering  a  few  flicks  on  the  Sab- 
bath as  little  ?  yet  we  fee  how  highly  God  relented  it. 
Think  no  Gn  fmall  which  is  committed  againft  an  eter- 
nal God,  and  his  holy  law.  There  is  more  evil  in  the 
lead  Gn,  than  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  or  ten  thodand 
worlds,  can  expiate ;  and,  if  its  guilt  or  punifliment  vue 
to  it  were  laid  upon  thee,  it  would  make  thee  gnlflithy 
teeth  eternally,  and  curfe  the  day  that' ever  thorn  waft  - 
horn  :  Nothing  lefs  than  the  death  of  the  eternal  Son 
of  God  can  make  atonement  for  the  lead  fin.  Believe 
it  then,  that  lefler  Gns,  if  known  and  referred,  will  cany 
thee  to  hell  as  furely  as  greater  Gns ;  for,  the  lefs  thefin 
be,  the  lefs  tentation  haft  thou  to  commit  it,  and  the  lefs - 
excufe  for  it.  A  fmall  leak  in  a  (hip,  kept  open,  will 
Gnk  her,  as  well  as  a  greater  \  a  ftab  with  a  pen-knife 
will  kill  a  man  as  well  as  a  fword.  If  thou  allowed 
fatan  but  the  fmalled  grip  of  thy  foul,  he  will  pull  thee 
to  hell  by  it,  even  as  a  butcher  can  drag  a  bead  to  the 
fhambles  by  one  foot,  as  well  as  when  bound  by  all 
four  :  And,  if  fatan  get  thee  to  hell,  he  doth  not  ronch 
care  by  what  Gns  thou  goeft  thither,  whether  fmall  or 
great. 

2.  God  hath  framed  all  his  commands  in  infinite 
wifdom,  and  he  be  ft  knows  what  is  confident  with  his 
own  worftiip,  and  what  is  mod  for  his  own  glory.  It 
is  preemption  in  any  man  to  fay,  that  this  or  that  piece 
of  our  work  on  the  Sabbath  will  be  no  hinderance  to 
the  fervice  of  God,  feeing  he  himfelf  hath  faid,  •*  In  it 
thou  (halt  do  manner  of  work."  The  Ifraelites  muft 
not  gather  manna  this  day,  lixod.  xvi.  O  might  fome 
have  faid,  "  Why?  it  will  not  hinder  God's  fervice; 
we  gather  it  early  in  the  morning,  and  fo  we  will  be  at 
God'6  worfhip  in  time  enough,  and  have  all  the  red  of 
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day  to  ferve  him  :  Again,  we  need  not  travel  for  it ;  it 
ties  round  about  the  camp,  and  near  our  very  doors \  it 
will  be  no  great  labour:  And  be  fides  we  may  have  good 
thoughts  in  time  of  doing  it."  No  yoi>  mud  not  .be 
wifer  than  God  ;  he  hath  fet  apart  this  day  for  his  own 
ufe,  and  you  muft  not  cut  and  carve  upon  it. 

In  like  manntr,  fome  excufe  their  walking  or  travel- 
ing upon  the  Lord's  day  :  "  O,  (fay  they)  we  can  em- 
ploy our  thoughts  profitably  by  the  way."  But,  though 
you  could  do  it,  pfay,  can  you  undertake  that  your  ex- 
ample (hall  have  no  ill  efteft  upon  others  who  are  look* 
ing  on  you  ?  What  think  you  of  that  awful  word,  Mat. 
Y.  I9«. "*•  Whofoever  (hall  break  one  of  thefe  lead  com- 
mandments, and  ihall  teach  men  fo  (that  is  (hall  make 
others  break  it  by  what  he  doth  or  faith)  he  ihall  be  cal- 
led the  lead  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?" 
:  %.  Vanity  and  gaudinefs  of  apparel  is  oppofitc  to 
the  falsification  of  the  Sabbath.  Some  drefs  up 
themfelves  this  day  in  fuch  vain  attire,  and  undecent 
fashions,  as  tend  to  draw  the  eyes  of  others  to  gaze 
upon  them,  and  fo  their  hearts  to  wander  from  God 
and  his  worfhip.  Think  what  guilt  you  hereby  draw 
upon  yourfelves,  of  the  (ins  of  others  as  well  as  your 
own.  The  practices  of  fome  heathens  may  put  many 
profefled  Chriftians  among  us  to  the  blu(h.  Valerius 
Maximus  tells  of  a  heathen  young  man,  named  Sparina, 
who  was  exceeding  beautiful ;  but  obferving  that  many 
fixed  their  eyes  on  him,  and  fearing  the  confequences 
of  it,  he  disfigured  his  face,  lead  his  beauty  ihould 
prove  a  fnarc  to  others.  May  not  this  heathen  con- 
demn fuch,  who  are  fo  far  from  disfiguring  themfelves 
left  they  (hould  prove  a  tentation  to  otners,  that  thty 
disfigure  their  faces  by  painting  and  patching,  to  feem 
more  beautiful  than  God  has  made  them,  without 
fearing  whatever  the  confequetices  of  it  may  prove. 
Is  not  this  a  (hewing  a  diflike  of  God's  workmanmip, 
and  a  defire  to  mend  it  ?  Jezebel  was  infamous  for 
this  art*  and  no  fober  woman  (hould  defire  to  follow 
her  falhion.  A  Chriftian  fliouid  bs  fo  far  from  beings 
proud  o»  vain  of  his  apparel,  that  ii\:  fight  of  his  gar- 
ments 
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ments  (hould  humble  him,  and  keep  him  in  mind  how 
he  came  to  need  them  :  Was  it  not  fin  that  ftrigt  man 
of  his  glorv,  covered  him  with  (hame,  and  put  hint 
to  feek  clothe6  for  to  hide  it  ?  Would  it  not  be  diffrac- 
tion in  a  malefador  to  pride  himfelf  in  a  ftigma  which 
he  had  got  for  a  foul  crime  ?    Confider  alto  the  gar- 
ments you  are  proud  of,  what  they  are :  The  bafts 
have  the  fame  naturally  to  cover  them,  and' will  you 
be  proud  of  a  beaft's  covering  ?  It  was  the  faying  of 
a  heathen  to  a  vain  gallant,  "  Why  art  thou  proud  of 
that  which  a  (Keep  wore  before  thee  in  Or,  what  though 
they  be  finer  than  wool  i  yet  their  original  is  no  better, 
but  rather  worfe :  What  are  velvets,  filks  and  fattinv 
but  the  excrements  of  a  vile  worm  ?  and  is  that.a  mat* 
ter  to  be  vain  of?     Remember,  that  ere  long  God  wiH 
caufe  thee  to  wear  another  fuit  thou  wilt  have  fmallra* 
fon  to  be  proud  of ;  he  will  even  clothe  thee  with  worms 
and  putrefa&ion.    May  not  the  thoughts  hereof  keep 
you  humble,  and  teach  you  to  come  to  the  church 
gravely  and  decently  apparelled  ?  efpecially  fince  you 
come  into  the  prefencc  of  that  Cod  who  refills  the 
proud,  but  gives  grace  to  the  humble* 

3.  The  inftitution  of  holy  days  is  an  incroachmtflt 
upon  the  fourth  command,  and  oppofite  to  the  fan£tifi» 
cation  of  the  Sabbath,  which  is  the  only  day  now  ap* 
pointed  to  be  kept  holy  to  God.  What  is  it,  but  an 
ufurping  of  Chrift's  legiflative  power,  and  a  vilifying 
of  the  Lord's  day,  to  fet  faints  days,  or  days  of  human 
inftitution,  on  a  level  with  it,  by  obliging  people  to 
ftbftain  from  labour  thereupon.  The  church  hath 
no  power  to  con  fee  rate  fuch  days  :  nay,  the  spot 
ties  did  it  not :  There  is  no  word  of  their  confecrat* 
ing  a  day  to  Stephen  the  proto-martyr,  nor  to  James 
whom  Herod  killed  with  the  fword.  Yea,  it  may  be 
reckoned  an  idolatrous  practice  to  con fe crate  days  to 
faints  and  angels,  and  keep  them  to  their  honour  for 
publifhing  their  praife,  and  commemorating  their  acts, 
fince  this  is  a  piece  of  wo r (hip  that  belongs  only  Co 
God. 

Lq/l/y,  Not  a  few  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  do 
profane  this  holy  day,  by  their  fet  cabals  and  drinking*   . 
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meetings  upon  it,  by  reading  profane  books,  and  telling 
profane  dories,  by  fcoffing  at  Teligion  and  religious  per- 
fona,  and  by  many  other  ads  of  wickednefs*  Alas ! 
what  hellifh  madnefsis  this,  that  fome  are  given  up  to! 
It  is  even  a  riding  pod  to  hell,  a  dedicating  God's  holy 
day  to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  the  devil,  a  hanging 
out  a  Hag  of  defiance  again  (I  heaven,  and  declaring  war 
again  ft  your  Maker.  It  is  the  faying  of  one,  "  To  keep 
the  Sabbath  in  an  idle  manner,  is  to  keep  the  Sabbath 
of  oxen  or  afles  ;  to  keep  the  Sabbath  in  diverfions  an  A 
pieafure*,  is  to  keep  the  Sabbath  of  the  golden  calf. 
But  to  keep  the  Sabbath  in  drunkennefs  and  Icwdnefs, 
is  the  Sabbath  of  fatan,  or  the  devil's  holy,  day ."  O 
profane  finners',  what  a  dreadful  mark  of  wickednefs  is 
lt»  to  dedicate  God's  day  to  the  devil !  You  cannot 
pofflbly  offer  a  greater  affront  and  indignity  to  the  God 
of  fceaveu,  than  to  ferve  the  devil  in  the  works  of  dark- 
nefs,  upon  tint  very  d  *y  which  is  folemnly  confecrated 
to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  the  great  God.  And,  can 
you  think  that  a  jealous  God  will  pafs  fuch  an  in  in- 
dignity,  and  take  no  notice  of  it  ?  "  Do  ye  thus  pro- 
voke the  Lord  to  jealoufy  ?  aTe  ye  ftronger  than  he  V* 
Will  you  fight  againft  him  that  made  heaven  and  earth 
with  a  word,  and  by  a  word  can  unhinge  them  again  ; 
yea,  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth  can  crumble  you  to 
duft  ?  What  are  you  in  his  fight,  but  as  a  handful  of 
fitly  worms  ?  and  do  you  think  to  be  able  to  wage  war  , 
againft  the  Almighty,  No,  no;  be  the  combination 
never  fa  ftrong,  the  rebels  never  fo  (lour,  the  enemies 
never  fo  numerous,  he  is  fully  able  to  matter  them, 
a«4  wilt  certainly  do  it,  Prov.  xi.  ii.  *(i  Though  hand 
join  in  hand,  yet  the  wicked  (hall  not  be  unpuniQied. 
O  what  eaufe  have  we  to  pity  and  pray  for  fuch  heaven 
daring  finners,  and  weep  in  fecret  places  for  their  fouls, 
who  wilfully  deitroy  themlelves,  and  pour  contempt 
on  their  Maker ;  who  live  as  if  either  there  were  no 
hell,  or  were  afraid  it  (hould  be  fu'l  ere  they  got  thi- 
ther ;  and  who  feem  to  long  to  be  companions  of  devils, 
and  damned  fpirits  !  The  God  of  infinite  mercy  open 
the  eyes  and  (top  the  career  of  fuch,  before  they  be  be  • 
yond  the  reach  of  mercy. 

And, 
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And,  before  I  clofc,  let  me  afk  the  breakers  of  the 
Sabbath,  What  they  will  anfwer  to,  the  Author  of  the 
Sabbath,  for  defpifing  and  abufing  fuch  a  rare  privilege 
as  the  Sabbath  is  ?  When  the  Lord  calls  you  poor  fin- 
ful  creatures,  who  deferve  to  be  bani(hed  eternally  from 
hisprefence,  to  come  and  enter  into  his  red,  and  refreffi 
your  fouls  with  the  views  of  his  redeeming  love/  and  en- 
rich them  with  the  treafures  of  his  grace  fet  open  before 
you  ;  O  what  a  fin  mud  it  be  for  you  to  turn  your  back 
upon  them,  and  go  about  to  weary  the  Lord  by  your  finif 
when  he  offers  fweet  reft  to  you  !  O  believe  it,  firs,  Sab- 
bath breaking  is  not  fuch  a  light  (in  as  many  imagine; 
fure!y  the  day  is  very  near  when  you  (hall  be  brought  to 
think  on  thefe  days  you  now  mif-fpend  and  make  light 
off.  O  how  will  you  then  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  thefe 
precious  Sabbaths  which  God  gave  you  to  find  peace 
and  reft  to  your  fouls  in,  when  you  (hall  have  no  left 
night  nor  day,  but  the  fmoke  of  your  burning  and  tor- 
ment (hall  afcend  for  ever  and  ever !  How  will  yo* 
mourn  then  to  fee  Abraham's  bofom  afar  off,  and  thov- 
fands  at  reft  in  it  whom  you  hated,  and  where  yd?  might 
have  been  at  reft  as  well  as  they,  if  you  had  not  defpi- 
fed  the  reft  of  the  Sabbath  here  below  !  It  is  faid,  Lain, 
i.  7.  "  Jcrufalem  remembered,  in  the  days  of  hermife* 
ries,  all  her  pleafant  things  that  (he  had  in  the  days  of 
old  ;  then  the  adverfaries  faw  her,  and  did  mock  at  her 
Sabbaths."  So  the  days  of  your  miferies  approach,  Q 
Sabbath-breaker?,  when  with  fad  hearts  ye  (hall  remem- 
ber the  pleafant  ordinances  and  feafons  of  grace  you  had 
of  old  ;  and  then  the  devils  and  heathens  will  mock  st 
ycu  for  the  lof>  of  your  Sabbaths !  Why  then  fliould 
you  go  to  add  10  the  fins  and  miferies  of  your  eternal 
Itate,  the  htnious  guilt  of  abufing  fuch  a  gteat  number 
of  precious  Sabbaths  as  God  in  his  mercy  now  affords 
you  for  the  foving  of  your  fouls  ! 
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AN.  EXHORTATION 
TO    SANCTIFY    THE    LORD'S    DAY. 


T  Shall'  conclude  this  fubjefl  with  a  ferious  exhorta- 
1  tion.  to  all  ranks,  ftri&ly  to  obferve  the  Lord's  day. 
Read  and  confider  what  hath  been  already  faid,  and  you 
will  find  many  arguments  for  prefling  this  exhortation  : 
Nay,  this  is  the  fcope  of  all  that  hath  been  faid.  But, 
that  you  may  the  more  effectually  be  convinced  of  the 
excellency  and  neceflity  of  this  duty,  I  fhall  further  fub- 
join  thefc  few  motives. 

I.  The  ftricl:  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  is  the  mod 
effe&ual  mean  (or  preventing  Atheifm  and  profanenefs, 
in  regard  that,  by  the  frequent  recurring  thereof,  the  re- 
membrance of  Chrift  and  heaven  is  dill  kept  up,  and 
fin  and  vice  are  kept  under  conflant  rebukes  and  dif- 
jrace. ..  If  it  weic  not  for  the  obfervation  of  the  Sab- 
aath,  atheifm  and  irreligion  would  quickly  overfpread  the 
world  :  And  there  is  nothing,  tends  more  to  harden  the 
lean,  fear  the  confeience,  and  give  loofe  reins  to  fcan* 
ialous  fins  and  outbreakings,  than  the  profanation  of  the 
Sabbath.  This  (bs  hath  been  faid)  many  malefactors  at 
gibbets  have  confefied  to  have  been  the  firft  beginning 
of  their  loofe  lives,  and  that  which  paved  the  way  to 
their  other  wicked  courfes,  and  provoked  God  to  leave 
them  to. fall  into  thefe  henious  crimes  which  brought 
tfrem.to  fuch  fatal  ends. 

II..  God's  great  goodnefs  and  gracious  defign  in  al- 
lowing you  the  Sabbath,  lays  you  under  ftrong  obliga- 
tions to  keep  it  confeientioufly:  He  gives  it  not  for 
si  penance  but  a  privilege.  It  is  not  that  he  may  get  ad- 
vantage from  you,  but  that  he  may  give  bleflings  to 
you.  .  He  hath  not  commanded  the  bufmefs  of  the 
world  to  ceafe  every  feventh  day,  becaufe  he  is  tired 
with  governing  the  fame,  or  to  take  any  eafe  to  him- 
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felf ;  but  it  is  that  he  may  give  reft  to  your  bodies' 
and  heavenly  rcfreflnnent  to  your  fouls*  WoaU  yoa 
have  Chrift  and  the  riches  of  his  grace  ?  Would  yo* 
have  your  fouls  nourifhed,  and  weak  graces  repaired  I 
Then  keep  the  Sabbath,  Mr  it  is  God's  weekly  market- 
day  ;  and  a  free  market  it  is,  wherein  we  may  "  buy, 
without  money  and  without  price,"  the  richeft  cOmitto* 
dities  that  heaven  and  earth  can  afford,  even  the  bread 
and  water  of  life  for  the  lives  of  our  foulsf  the  wine 
of  Chrift's  blood  to  chear  us,  the  milk  of  hi*  word  * 
nourifti  us,  the  gold  of  his  grate  to  enrich  US,  fttid  hfe 
precious  eye*  falve  to  enlighten  us,  and  his  white  raiment 
to  clothe  and  adorn  us.  Is  this  day  fo  profitablt  to  it* 
and  will  we  not  regard  it  ?  It  is  the  foul's  feftival,  »d*f 
of  reaping  and  ingathering,  and  of  laying  up  in  ftdt* 
for  the  time  to  come.  It  is  God's  ftated  alm>day>  « 
'  public  deal-  day,  wherein  he  fcatters  blcffitlga  and  CtUttkS 
of  the  bread  of  life  among  needy  fools*  ft  is  die  queen 
of  days,  the  dawning  of  glory,  and  day-bmk  of  hea- 
ven. It  is  the  day  for  afceftdibg  mount  Tabor*  to  uw 
Chrift  ttantflgured  before  oar  eyes  t  and  for  getting 
to  the  (Op  Of  Pifgah,  to  get  a  fight  of  the  ptotaifed  lend* 
O  then  !  what  horrid  ingratitude  muft  it  be  to  a  gead 
God  to  profane  this  bleffed  day,  and  flight  God's  In* 
fpe&kabte  kindnefs,  in  allowing  it  to  us  for  out  fowls 
advantage  ? 

lit.  The  ftri£t  obfervfation  of  the  Sabbath,  is  an  e*» 
celknt  mean  to  (weeten  both  the  thoughts  of  death  ibd 
heaven  to  us.  I.  As  for  death,  a  retiring  ffroaa  the 
world  once  a  week,  will  prepare  us  to  welcome  out  fin* 
al  removal  from  it  the  mote  cheerfully.  But  they  who 
think  it  hard  to  leave  their  worldly  concerns  for  a  day' 
to  worfliip  God,  when  they  expett  to  return  to  them 
on  the  tnorrow  *  what  a  hard  pull  muft  it  be  for  them 
to  part  with  them  altogether  at  death,  never  rrOrfc  to 
come  back  to  them  ?  And  this  we  mud  all  fhortly  do, 
whether  we  will  0*  no :  But  to  a  cotifcfentiou*  keeper 
of  the  Sabbath,  the  parting  with  the  world  will  n*t  be 
fuch  a  hard  talk.  2,  It  wdi  aHb  fweeten  the  thought* 
of  heaven  to  us  \  for  the  work  and  comforts  of  the  Safe* 
bath  befew,  are  the  foretaftes  of  the  employtnenlte  ond 
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enjoyment*  of  the  everlafting  Sabbath  above :  And 
they  who  delight  in  the  Sabbaths  on  earth  (which  ait 
the  days  of  heaven,  and  typical  resemblances  of  it)  can* 
»ot  tort  rejoice  in  the  forethoughts  of  celebrating  the 
eternal  Sabbath  abort,  in  the  immediate  fruition  of 
God's  preface,  and  beholding  him  as  he  is  for  ever- 
more.  But  the  thoughts  of  heaven  can  be  novife  pica- 
font  to  a  Sabbath-breaker  1  yea,  it  would  be  an  uneafy 
prifon  to  him  s  For,  if  it  be  a  penance  to  him  to  be  a 
law  days  in  God's  worfttip  now,  what  a  punifhrtent 
would  k  be  to  him  to  be  engaged  in  this  work  for 
ever? 

IV.  Confider  who  It  is  tiut  requires  you  to  fanftify 
the  Sabbath,  even  that  good  and  gracious  God  who 
glveth  you  all  things  richly  to  enjoy ;  that  God  who 
giveth  you  your  being,  your  breath,  your  health,  your 
md,  and  all  earthly  comforts.  O  how  bountiful  is  he 
to  the  foils  of  men  !  he  gives  you  the  fun  in  the  hea- 
vens to  (hbie  Upon  your  bodies,  and  the  Son  of  his  love 
to  die  for  ytfur  fouls.  He  allows  you  fix  days  for  your 
profit  and  plcaftire,  he  referves  one  for  his  glory  and 
fervicr ;  end  will  you  not  frankly  give  him  his  one  day, 
when  he  is  fo  liberal  to  you  i  say  then  to  your  rain 
companions,  when  they  would  tempt  you  tp  profane 
die  Lord's  day,  as  Jofeph  to  Potiphar's  wife,  when  (he 
tempted  him  to  (in,  Gen.  xxxix.  9.  "  My  matter  hath 
not  kept  beck  any  thing  from  me  but  thee,  becaufe  thou, 
nit  his  wife  $  how  then  can  I  do  this  great  wickednefc, 
and  fin  againft  God  f"  So  fay  you,  God,  the  Sovereign 
Lord  and  M after  of  the  world,  hath  kept  back  no  time 
from  me,  but  one  day,  becaufe  it  was  his  >  how  then  can 
I  do  this  great  wickeduefs,  and  (in  againft  God  ? 

V.  A  eonfeiencious  keeping  of  the  Sabbath,  difpofeth 
the  foul  the  more  for  the  fervice  of  God  all  the  week 
over.  If  your  foul  be  in  a  good  frame  on  the  Sabbath, 
i«  will  profper  the  better  all  the  week  for  it :  Your  corj- 
icienee  will  be  the  more  tender,  your  thoughts  the  more 
fptrituai,  and  your  affeQions  the  more  lively.  If  you 
be  in  the  mount  with  God  on  the  Sabbath,  the  face  of 
you*  eonvcrfation  will  be  fair  to  fhine  in  holinefs  through 
tfrc  week, 
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VF.  Our  regard  to  the  Sabbath,  is  a  trying  tell;  of  the 
ftatc  and  frame  of  our  fouls,  whether  we  be  fjpiritiiil 
or  carnal,  lo? e  God  or  the  world  molt  It  trie*  atfb 
the  conditions  of  our  graces,  whether  they  be  waatiag 
or  waning,  in  a  profpering  or  decaying  ftate. '  Hence 
God  frequently  calls  the  Sabbath  a  "  fign  betwixt  Un 
and  his  people,"  Exod.  xxxi.  17.  Ezek.  xx.  12.^0. 
And  indeed  our  conscientious  keeping  and  fan&ifyiog 
of  the  Sabbath  is  a  fign  to  us  feveral  ways*       - 

1.  It  is  a  fign  of  God's  fandifying  our  hearts,  and 
an  evidence  of  a  good  work  wrought  in  us  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

2.  It  is  a  clear  fign  to  iiiftinguifh  us  from  die  an- 
fanclifieaVand  profane  people  of  the  world. 

3.  It  is  a  fign  of  our  haying  a  confcientious  regard 
to  all  the  other  commands  of  God ;  and  all  obfeifing 
perfons  will  find  this  fign  to  hold  in  their  daily  expsri* 
ence.  If  you  keep  not  this  command  of  fanQifying 
the  Sabbath,  it  is  a  fign  you  will  little  regard  all  the  reft. 
If  you  ferve  not  God  on  his  own  day,  you  will  make 
little  continence  of  ferving  him  on  the  following  days 
of  the  week  -,  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  you  worihip  God 
fincerely  on  the  Sabbath,  and  regard  this  holy  day,  it  is 
a  token  you  will  regard  all  other  duties  of  religion. 
Let  us  obfcrve  thcfe  very  noticeable  words  of  God,  Jcr* 
xvii.  24.  26.  "  If  ye  hallow  the  Sabbath-day,  to  do  no 
work  therein :  Then  (hall  they  come  from  the  cities  of 
Judah,  and  all  other  places,  bringing  burnt-oferings, 
meat  offerings,  iiicenfe,  and  facrihees  of  praife,  onto 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;"  that  is,  the  Church  of  God 
and  true  religion  (hall  flourifh,  and  the  name  of  the 
Mod  High  be  exalted  in  the  world.  And,  indeed,  foe 
my  part,  I  defpair  ever  of  feeing  Chriftianity  and  refor- 
mation confiderably  advanced  in  the  woTld,  till  once 
the  Lord's  day  come  to  be  highly  efteemed,  and  ftiiflty 
obferved :  for  dill  it  is  to  be  feen,  wherever  religion 
flour ifhtth  in  the  power  of  it,  there  it  16  that  moft  con- 
fcience  is  made  in  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath* 

4.  Hie  confcientious  keeping  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  fign 
betwixt  God  and  his  people,  in  refpeft  it  is  a  token  of 
a  good  undcrftanding  and  cqrrefpondence  betwixt  him 
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and  them,  that  controverfies  are  removed,  and  peace 
and  friendship  maintained.  To  whom  is  it  that  God 
tnanifefts  mod  of  his  gracious  pre  fence,  and  the  ema- 
nations of  his  fpecial  love  P  Surely  it  is  to  thofe  who 
have  the  Lord's  day  higheft  in  efteem,  and  who  are  the 
sooft  ftri£fc  and  careful  obfervers  of  it.  Upon  all  which 
accounts,  Jqfilyf  The  Spirit  of  God  makes  this*  duty  a 
fign  and  character  of  the  blefled  man  :  For,  Ifa.  Ivi.  2. 
(fpeaking  with- a  fpecial  eye  to  the  New  Teitamfnt 
times  J  he  faith,  "  BlefTcd  is  the  man  that  keeprth  the 
Sabbath  from  polluting  it." 

O  Chriftians,  would  you  be  blefled  indeed  ?  then 
fan&ify  the  Lord's  day,  by  (incere  worlhipping  your 
Creator,  who  this  day  made  light  fir  ft  to  dune ;  and 
honouring  your  Redeemer,  who  this  day  rofe  from  the 
grave,  and  completed  the  work  of  your  redemption. 
As  the. Angel  faid  to  the  woman  that  came  to  the  fc- 
pulchre,  Matt,  xxviii.  6.  "  He  is  not  here,  he  is  rifen, 
as  he  faid  >  come  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  1  iy :"  So 
fay  I  to  every  true  lover  of  Chrift,  "  He  is  not  here,  he 
is  rifen ;  come,  obferve  the  time  when  the  Lord  rofj." 
Obferve  it  to  his  honour  and  praife,  and  he  will  lurely 
blefs  you,  and  make  you  glad  with  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance. There  was  never  any  who  truly  obferved  this 
command,  but  will  fay,  that  rare  and  blefled  are  the 
fruits  which  are  to  be  reaped  from  thi3  blefled  duty. 

Would  ye  then  (hare  of  thefe  fruits,  %nd  pleaie  God 
in  keeping  his  Sabbath  ?  Then  take  the  following  ad- 
vices: (1.)  Remember  to  honour  and  glorify  God,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Gholl,  upon  this  holy 
day,  by  afcribing  to  each  Perfon  of  the  blefled  Trinity, 
the  glory  of  his  proper  work,  As,  2.  Afcribe  to  tl.c 
Father  the  glory  of  his  power,  wifdom  and  goodncis,  in 
creating  the  world  for  our  accommodation,  and  con- 
triving our  recovery  when  we  had  loft  ourfehes,  and, 
for  an  example  to  us,  rel'cing  on  the  Sabbath  after  he 
had  reviewed  his  woik  with  delight.  2.  We  ought  to 
glorify  the  Son  this  day,  by  afcribing  to  him  the  honour 
of  undertaking  and  carrying  on  the  work  of  our  re- 
demption, by  his  incarnation  and  death,  and  by  his  riling 
from  the  dead  on  the  third  dav,  now  let  apart  for  the 
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Lord's  Sabbath.    3.  We  are  to  glorify  die  Holy  Gboft, 
by  afcribi  ng  to  him  the  honour  of  applying  the  p» 
chafed  redemption  to  believe? r,  in  his  won  of  rtgco** 
ration  and  fanAificarion,  which  he  began  in  a  chain* 
manner  b?  that  wonderful  effufion  on  the  church  in  the 
day  of  Pcntecoft,  being  alfo  the  Lord's  day.  :  IniUi 
manner  we  ought  to  glorify  God,  giving  honour  to  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  upon  thru  holy  day,  if  vc 
would  keep  the  Sabbath  acceptably  to  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Let  us  mind  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Gheft 
in  I  fa.  lviii  13  with  refpeft  to  the  keeping  of  this  day* 
to  wit.  to  <c  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the 
Lord)  honourable,  and  honour  him,  not  doing  our  ova 
tv&yc,  nor  finding  our  own  pleafure,  nor  fpcaking  ear 
own  word*.*  Which  direction  teacheth  us,  that  the 
beft  way  to  prevent  Sabbath-breaking,  and  to  heaoir 
God  on  his  own  day,  is  to  "  call  the  Sabbath  a  do 
light."    O  that  we  knew  what  this  meaneth  ! 

$utfl.  "  When  nay  we  be  faid  to  call  the  SabhsA 
cur  delight  ?'* 

jtfif  1.  We  call  it  our  delight,  when  we  rejoice  tf 
the  approach  of  the  Sabbath,  and  make  due  preparafcoa 
for  it ;  and  when  we  folace  our  fouls,  in  the  joyful  ei* 
pe£Ution  of  communion  with  God  on  his  own  dsji 
faying  with  David,  Pfal.  xliii.  4.  "  Then  will  I  go  uato 
the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy.  2' 
When  we  give  the  Sabbath  an  early  welcome*  and  ftif 
up  ourfelves  to  feek  God  betimes  upon  it  \  like  Datid, 
Pfal.  Ixii.  1.  "  O  God,  thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I 
fcek  thee."  3.  When  we  are  di&tisflcd  with  theft 
things  that  would  hinder  us  from  the  right  keeping  of 
the  Sabbath,  and  are  grieved  that  we  ean  keep  Sabbath* 
no  better.  4.  When  we  cftcem  every  minute  of  Sab- 
bath-time  to  be  moft  precious,  and  are  careful  that 
none  of  it  be  wafted  away ;  but  order  matters  fo  wife* 
ly,  that  one  duty  of  the  Sabbath  may  not  julilc  out  alio* 
ther ;  that  is,  to  be  fo  early  in  our  clofetrdevotion,  that 
the  clofet  may  not  hinder  family-duties :  and  fo  to 
perform  thefe,  that  they  may  not  encroach  upon  God's 
public- worfhip.     5.  When  we  are  concerned  to  har« 
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belonging  to  at  to  keep  the  Sabbath  at  well  as  out- 
re, ud  glad  to  fee  this  holy  day  regarded  and  ho* 
ftrcd  by  all  about  us*  Then  it  may  be  (aid,  we  "  call 
eSri^fc  delight." 

Now,  after  all  I  have  faid,  let  me  come  in  the  end, 
the  name  of  that  great  Lord  who  instituted  the  Sab* 
tfa  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  good  of  men,  eatneftly 
ethott,  befeeoh  and  obteft,  all  ranks  and  degrees  of 
ifoss,  whether  they  be  patents  or  children,  matters 
fcmnts,  magistrates  or  people,  young  or  old,  to  put 
I  honour  and  itfpeft  upon  this  holy  day  j  to  fan£tif jr 
at  God  requires,  and  abftam  from  all  worldly  em- 
tffments  and  recreations  upon  it.  Do  not  grudge 
mr  Maker  his  one  day  of  feven,  but  be  witling  to  de- 
tente it  wholly  to  his  worihip  and  fervtce.  O  how  do 
mi  think  to  fpend  *  whole  eternity  in  God's  holy  pTe* 
nee,  and  in  holy  Spiritual  exercifes,  if  you  cannot 
ting  yourfelfes  to  lpend  one  day  in  a  week  in  holy 
<Ofk  t  Again,  fee  that  you  be  impartial  in  his  fervice  5 
t  as  willing  to  hear  what  God  faith  to  you  from  his 
Old,  48  you  would  have  God  to  hear  what  you  fay  to 
im  in  prayer.  Some  are  all  for  prayers,  as  if  they 
tie  only  to  tell  God  what  they  would  have  from  him ; 
At  care  not  for  fermon*,  or  for  hearing  what  God  re- 
aires  and  expeds  from  them  :  But,  if  you  would  hare 
»cd  to  hear  your  prayers  when  you  fpeak  to  him,  you 
tuft  diligently  hearken  to  his  word  when  he  fpeaks  to 
*U  h  is  by  hearing  the  word  upon  the  Lord's  day, 
*t  God  hath  converted  many  thoufands  to  himfelf. 
he  Sabbath  is  a  merciful  inftitutioa  to  loft  (innm  for 
**w  fa!vation>  and  many  have  beers  and  will  for  ever 
*  thankful  for  it :  For  hereby  they  hare  been  led  to 
l*te  proper  (lands  in  life,  and  to  review  their  bypaft 
%ont>  fo  as  to  order  their  courfe  more  wifely  for  the 
«*  to  come  *  which  they  had  never  done,  if  they  had 
it  beta  led  to  a  religious  retirement  on  the  Lord's  day. 
&eibg  this  holy  day  U  fuch  a  bkrffing  and  privilege 
the  world,  let  me  imte.it  parents>  mailers,  magiftrates, 
HI  all  who  have  power,  to  exert  it  lor  promoting  the 
taping  of  it.  You  are  not  only  to  fanthfy  the  Sab* 
*h  joarfeltes,  but  alio  you  mutt  do  yeur  ucmoft  that 
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i|  their  fins  to  you,  a*  to  Eli  in  the  like  cafe,  for  ni 

your  power  to  re  it  rain  them.     It  is  not  indeed 

'I    ■  power  of  perfons  in  authority,  to  make  all  the 

'  j   J  gicus  who  arc  under  their  jurifdiflion  ;  but  it 

'  \  !  put  them  in  a  likely  way  of  being  fo,  to  keq 

;[  i  from  fuch  things  as  would  hinder  the  religion 

■ '   I  day,  am!  c*ufe  them  attend  the  means  of  inftn 

'     ',  and  aifo  to  teil  them  in  private  of  the  reft  and 

nefs  of  the  world  to  come,  purchafed  by  Chrift, 

tlie  right  keeping  of  the  Sabbath  leads  unto. 

ought  to  be  the  great  care  of  parents  with  refj 

their  children  in  younger  years.      It  is  one  of  tl 

!'  |   :  things  that  children  are  capable  of,  namely,  to 

guiib  this  day  from  others :    And  then  thsy  (bo 

taught  to  lay  af:de  their  other  days  diverfions,  t\ 

Are  they  ?.rc  capable  of  godly  exercifes ;  and  thi 

.  ire  gradually  to  be  inured  to  Sabbath  keeping, 

i   •  ■  beginning  of  wifdem.     This  method  took  God  t< 

\  duce  religion  into  the  woild  :    It  was  his  firft  a] 

rr.ent  and  inftitution,  to  reti  on  the  feventh  day, 

i'mcHfy  it,  Gen.  ii.  3.  «s  if  he  defigncd  this  to 

\\\x  foundation  and  beginning  of  all  rciigion.     Letal 

fc:|i  cf  families  follow  this  great  example. 

■'.  \\  Likewife,  we  fee  God  requires  mailers  to  tal 

*«    );  that  their  fervauts,  and  all  within  their  gates,  kc 

\  'i  Sabbath  :    And,  indeed,  it  is  highly  their  intern 

:  j  wifdom  to  do  fo  ;  fcr,  if  you  be  careful  that  yo 

j  vants  do  their  duly  to  God,  God  will  take  care  th; 

:  j  fervants  do  their  duty  to  you.      In   like  mamn 

1  civil  ma^iflrates,  who  are  the  fathers  of  cities  and 

ii.oulo  ufe  their  power  over  all  within  their  g; 

iurifdiclion,   to  cauie  tiiein  obfrrve    God's  hoi' 

• '  We  fee  Nehemiah  th.rtr.tei  ed  bodily  punifhment 

•  j  ir,en  of  Tyre  for  breaking  of  the  Sabbath,  Neh.  x 


J    : 
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A*i  Jeremiah,  by  God**  appointment,  calls  tfpon  the 
prince*  to  fee  that  the  Sabbath  be  not  pro  farted,  anl 
that  ttpoti  their  higheft  peril*  Jer.  xvii.  19.  25.  27.  and 
haw*  k  is,  that  oaf  kings  and  parliaments  hare  made 
fo  tattay  excellent  laws  again  ft  the  profanation  of  the 
SAbttb,  May  God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  thofe,  who 
ought  to  be  prefervers  and  executors  of  laws,  to  put 
tkem  hi  execution  !  This  wauld  tend  much  to  the  glory 
ofGod^ad  the  welfare  of  nations,  cities,  and  families, 
ftrt,  loffiy.  Let  me  exhort  alt  in  inferior  Rations,  both ' 
pmhg  and  old  J  to  obferve  the  fourth  commmd,  as  they 
tttyttt  the  falvation  of  their  precious  and  immortal  fouls 
to  the  eteimal  world,  and  the  peace  of  their  confeiences 
*fc*n  they  come  to  lie  on  a  death  be^,  which  they 
ftotld  be  looking  out  for  every  day.  Let  me  addrefs 
I**  young  and  old  upon  this  head. 

'•  As  for  you  that  aie  young,  I  entreat  you  to  "  re- 

Wcmbcr  the  Sabbath-day,  to  keep  it  holy."     Improve 

rail  day  with  all  care  and  earneftnefsi  for  it  is  the  day 

wffe*ein  poor  doners  ufually  begin  their  acquaintance 

with  God.  and  converfion  to  him :  And  the  proper  fea- 

j™  "ftr  this  work  is  the  time  of  youth  *  for  now  the 

***t  is  ttioft  tender  and  pliable,  and  fooner  melted  for 

*»   thati  afterwards,  when  you  come  to  greater  age :: 

'°*»  tt»e  longer  you  go  on  in  (in,  the  heart  will  turn 

*fc  harder,  and  the  confeience  more  feared.    The  longer 

ftt*  forget  God,  the  more  eftranged  you  will  growj  and 

*^M}ing  to  Tefurn  to  him.     The  branches  of  a  tree 

jhil«  young,  -miy  be  bowed  and  trained  up  any  way  ; 

"**  Mhen  they  arc  old  they  wiii  not  ply. 

^Vgain,  eotffider,  that  the  fooner  ycu  begin  to  fanQi- 
v  the.  Sabbath,  and  be  ferious  about  your  fouls,  God 
JJ1*!  lore  you  the  better.  See  how  he  remembers  the 
^dnefe  of  youth,  Jer.  ii.  2  "  Thus  f  .ith  tlie  Lord,  I 
**J**«mbcr  thee,  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of 
***v«  efpoufals,  when  thou  wenteft  after  me  in  the  wil- 
™*rt*efs  "  &c.  He  loves* thofe  who  come  in  at  the  firft 
"**t*d  of  the  gofpel,  far  more  than  rebels,  who  (land 
°*t  till  the  laft,  that  they  can  do  no  m^re.  The  fewer 
?*"•  and  invitations  you  rcfift,  the  more  kindly  will  you 
°e  Accepted  of  Gcd:  He  loved  a  voung  Abijih,  a  young 
Vol.  IV,  Oo      '  Jofiah, 
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Jofiah,  a  young  Timothy ;  and  John  it  calle^tfie  u  diP. 
ciple  whom  Jefus  loved/'  John  xiii.  23.  becaufe  he?  waa 

Jroungeft  and  earlieft  converted.    See  now  affc&ionat&v 
y  Paul  (alutes  Epenetus,  by  the  title  of  his  "  well-be- 
loved/9  becaufe  of  his  being  H  Ghrid's  fiift  fruits  in 
Achaia,"  Rom.  xvi.  5.  And  if  Paul  lo^ed  him  fo.miicj), ' 
to  be  fure  Chrift  loved  him  far  more.  . ..  t- 

Moreover,  do  not  think  that  juftice.  will  fpare  you,  if 
it  find  you  in  fin,  and  out  of  Chrift,  bticaufe  you  arft 
young.  Prefume  not  upon  mercy  upon  this  account  f 
remember  that  threatening*  Pfal.  Ixviii.  ax.  "  dod  (hall 
wound  the  head  of  his  enemies,  and  the  hairy  fbalp  ot 
him  that  goeth  on  Ail!  in  his  trefpaileg,"  You  have  nq 
ground  to  think  that  he  will  fpare  you  till  yoij  be  oM 
and  bald-headed  :  No,  he  may  even  take  ypu  bjt  fa 
hairy  fcalp  while  you  are  in  your  youthful  vigour  and 
frefhnefs,  and  puni(h  you,  as  he  hath  done  many  othen 
before  you. 

O  young  folk,  if  you  would  mind  your  fouls,  <ao4 
fan&ify  the -Sabbath  in  the  days  of  youth,  take  theft; 
few  directions : 

1.  Look  always  on  death  as  near,  and  within  1  far 
fteps  of  you.  Alas  !  many  young  folk  think,  it  as  ia*\ 
proper  for  them  to  be  thinking  on  their  grave,*,  as, to 
think  of  going  to  bed  at  noon  :  their  fun  is  high,  and  it 
is  a  long  time  to  night ;  they  look  on  death  at  forty  cat 
fifty  years  diftance.  O  what  folly  is  this !  Do  you  not 
fee  graves  of  your  length,  and  (kulls  of  your  fixe,  in  the 
church-yard  ?  Yea,  do  you  not  fee  twenty  die  yopng, 
to  one  that  lives  to  old  age  ?  Let  death  and  eternity  be. 
then  the  frequent  fubje&s  of  your  meditation  on  the 
Lord's  day. 

"  2*  Think  much  this  day  upon  your  yilenefs  and  rn,i- 
feiy  by  nawe ;  that  you  are  ^  children'  of  wrath,  heirs 
Of  hell,  enemies  to  God,  and  (hangers  to  Chrift  and  the 
covenant  of  grace ;  yea,  fervants  to  fin,  and  bond  flavet 
to  the  devil :"  For  the  prodigal  never  thought  of  turn- 
ing to  his  father,  till  he  law  himfelf  in  a  loft  and  undooe 
condition,  ... 

3.  Think  much  on  Cbrift's  fitnefc,  fulnefs,  and  fuit- 
ablenefs  for  all  your  wants  and  maladies.     In  him  you 

•      ■    may 
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tttffinff  ^remedy  for  whatever  troubles  you.  Is  it 
gtitlt  ?  here  pardon.  Is  it  great  fins  i  here's  a  Re- 
dfeetner's  blood  that  clean feth  from  all  fin.  Are  you 
coiffletened  ?  here  fufficient  righteoufnefs  to  juftify  you; 
Is"  pollution  and  filthttaefs  your  fear  ?  here  a  deep  and 
dpfch  Fountain  that  runs  continually.  Are  you  chained 
prifoners  ?  here  liberty.  Are  you  drowned  in  debt  ? 
here  a  Ranfbm  and  Surety.  Are  you  difeafed?  here 
Baftm  Are  yon  poor?  here  fine  gold.  Are  you  dead  ? 
here  'the  Refurrecnon  and  the  Life.  Are  you  ftarving  ? 
he^e  the  magna  and  the  fatted  calf.  Are  you  weak* 
add  'unable  for  duty  i  here  all-fofficiertt  grace  and 
ffiftngth.  Yea,  he  "  is  able  to  fave  them  to  the  utter- 
all''  that  come  to  God  by  him  f  And  particularly, 
Hfc  feys  of  little  children,  "  Suffer  them  to  come  unto 
me  j  and,  him  that  cometh  (faith  Kb)  I  will  in  nowife 
gall:  out-11 

4.  Let  children  and  young  folk  carefully  attend  or- 
dinances this  day  in  the  church  5  lie  clofe  by  the  pool 
fide,  till  it  pleafe  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  to  come 
and  put  you  in.  Study  to  remember  what  you  hear, 
and  give  ah  account  thereof  to  your  parents  when  you 
come  home. 

-  5.  Early  acquaint  ybuifelves  with  the  fcriptures ;  read 
much  of  tnem  this  day,  arid  meditate  on  them,  Pfalms 
cuz«  0.  a  Wherewithal  (hall  a  yoiing  man  cleanfe  his; 
way  ?  by  taking  heed  thereunto,  according  to  thy  word." 
How  came  Timothy  to  be  fo  well  acquaint  with  Cbrift 
and  his  way  I  but  becaufe  IC  from  a  child  he  knew  the 
fcriptures,"  4  Tim.  iii.  15. 

o.  Be  much  this  day  in  prayer ;  for  the  prayers  of 
young  folk  are  very  pleafant  mufic  in  God's  ears.  It 
would  be  both  very  pleafant  and  profitable,  if  children 
of  the  fame  family  would  take  fame  time  this  day  16 
meet,  and  read,  and  pray  together;  for  fo  the  examples, 
and  hearing  of  one  another,  would  be  mutually  helpful, 
2nd  ftif  them  up  tb  a  concern  about  their  duty.  It  is 
the  fault  of  parents,  that  do  not  put  them  on  to  thii 
pra&ice.  If  children  did  thus  begin  early  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  it  would  become  habitual  and  delightful  to 
them  afterwards.  But,  alas !  inftead  of  this,  many  pa* 
Oo  *  tents' 


rents  let  their  children  run  and  play  through  the  (beets* 
and  in  the  church  and  church-yard,  on  the  Sabbath, 
without  reftraint.  But,  let  fuch  parents  remember,  that 
though  children  die  in  their  iniquities,  yet  their  blood 
God  will  require  at  their  hand  one  day.     ■ 

II.  I  (hall  ciofe  with  a  word  to  aged  people*  '  You 
that  are  old  men  and  women,  give  ear  to  what  I  am  to. 
lay.    ConGder  how  many  Sabbaths  you  have  tnj&iJMpV 
and  mourn  for  it.     In  threescore  years  time  you  hart 
above  three  thoufand  Sabbaths  to  reckon  for*  ted  if 
Gdd  "  lay  judgment  to  the  line,  and  rightcoufecft  to 
the  pluract,    you  will  not  be  able  to  anfwer  far  Que  rf 
thrm.     O  humble  yourfelves  deeply  before  God,  and 
employ  Quid  to -clear  your  counts  for  you.    Put  on 
rcfolutiens  in  his  ftrength,  to  improve  time  better  faf 
the  future,  and  pstticuUrly  the  Sabbaths  which  Qoi 
may  yet  allow  you,  for  fecuring  sn  intereft  in  drift* 
and  making  provifion  for  long  lading  eternity*    Have 
you  not  great  need  for  it  ?   Alas !.  there  axe  many  old 
pcrfbpswho  have  all  yet  to  do.    Their  gUCi  as  not 
run,  and  their  fun  is  at  the  fetting  $  and  yet  thej  have 
their  work  to  begin,  and  their  journey  to  fct  out  Sprt 
though  they  have  lived  threefcore  years  in  God's  wold* 
yet  they  never  fpent  three  hours  of  all  that  time  in  fin- 
cere  ferving  of  God,  or  providing  for  endlefs  eternity. 
They  never  communed  with  their  hearts,  thought  on 
their  ways,  (hed  a  tear  for  fin,  or  fell  on  their  knees  to 
cry,  "  Lord,  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  What  hope 
ihajl  I  have  in  a  dying  hour  ?  Where  will  I  take  up  my 
lodging  through  eternity  ?  How  many  old  perfbnt  are 
grol'sly  ignorant  of  the  fit  ft  principles  of  religion  i  Yea, 
many  children  of  five  or  fix  years  old  will  far  outfkrip 
them.    O  what  is  the  reafon  of  all  this,  but  the  neglett 
and  mifpending  of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  the  contempt 
of  the  means  of  grace  and  knowledge  which  you  might 
have  enjoyed  thereupon  ?  Well  then,  what  refoive  you 
to  do  for  the  time  to  come  ?   Have  you  not  forgotten 
God  and  Chrift,  and  negle£ted  your  fouls  and  hea- 
ven long  enough  ?.  Or,  will  you  do  it  to  your  dying 
hour  ?    Are  you   content  to  go  to  the  grave  without 
Chrift,  and  without  hope  ?  O  what  a  fad  fight  is  it, 

to 


to  SanQify  the  Sabbath.  301 

to  fee  grey  hairs  and  gracelefsnefs  meeting  together ! 
to  fee  men  pat  to  look  through  their  fpefiacles,  but 
never  minding  to  look  to  their  Saviour  !  to  fee  them 
leaning  on  their  ftayes,  but  never  thinking  of  relying 
on  Chrilfc  for  falyation  !  to  fee  age  forcing  them  to  bo w 
and  bend  their  bodies  to  the  earth,  but  yet  n?ver  bow- 
ing a  knee  in  fecret.  to  beg  repentance  !  O  what  a 
fhame  is  it  to  live  fifty  or  fixty  years  in  the  world,  with- 
out a  fervent  prayer,  or  penitent  tear  for  fin  !  to  live 
without  God,  without  Chrift,  and  without  faith  !  O 
vrhat  will  you  anfwer  for  the  fearful  abufe  of  God's 
long  fuSering  patience !  Old  (inner,  better  thou  hadft 
died  when  a  child,  or  when  firft  born,  than  to  have 
lived  fo  long,  and  go  to  hell  at  kit.  If  thou  dieft  o'd 
in  age,  and  old  in  fin,  what  a  hot  and  fiery  hell  may  ft 
thou  look  for  at  laft  !  O  how  many  Sabbaths  and  fcr- 
mons !  how  many  calls,  counfels,  and  exhortations,  have 
you  to  anfwer  for  !  Remember,  you  will  be  called  to 
an  account  for  every  year,  month,  day,  and  hour,  you 
have  lived :  And,  what  account  can  you  give  of  fifty 
years  fpent  in  fin,  fixty  years  lived  in  a  Chriftlefa  and 
prayerlefs  ftate,  or  three  thoufand  Sabbaths  trifled  away  ? 
Will  you  be  periuaded  then  to  flee  to  Chrift,  as  thy 
Surety  and  Cautioner,  to  clear  thy  counts,  and  pay  thy 
debts  before  the  door  be  (hut •,  and  improve  the  time 
and  Sabbaths  which  remain,  for  God's  glory  and  your 
precious  foul'*  advantage.  And  to  him,  who  can  eft 
fedually  perfuaa'e  and  enable  you  fo  to  do,  be  piaite 
fox  ever.    A men. 


APPENDIX 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

MEDITATIONS 

FOR.    TBI 

SABBATH-DAY. 

(Not  pttblUhed  ia  the  former  Editions  of  Willifon's  Works.) 


MEDITATION   I. 

)*  the  Burial  of  CHRIST,  from  John  xir.  40.  &c. 

NN  our  Friday  Chrift  was  crucified  and  laid  in  the 
J  grave ;  on  our  Saturday,  which  was  the  Jewifti 
bath,  Chrift  lay  dead  and  buried  all  that  day  in  the 
sre.i  on  the  Sundayf  or  firft  day  of  the  week,  Chrift 
2  from  the  grave. 

Dbferve,  i.  How  low  Chrift  did  humble  himfelf  for 
.  he  was  content  not  only  to  become  a  man,  but  a 
rt  man  of  forrows  for  us,  yea,  a  deferted  man,  a  con- 
fined man,  a  dead  man,  and  lie  as  a  dead  corps  in 

earth  for  us.  This  is  the  loweft  ftep  he  could  de- 
ad.   Pfal.  xxii.  15.     "  Thou  haft  brought  me  into 

duft  of  fleath. 
*•  OMerve  how  he  humbled  himfelf  in  his  burial:  1. 

was  not  buried  by  friends,  but  ftrangers.  a.  Not 
h  heralds,  efcutcheons,  hearfe,  and  other  folemnitie.*, 
became  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  but  in  a 
f  private,  hafty  manner.  3.  Not  in  the  fepuichre  of 
kings,  and  or  his  father  David,  not  in  the  burying- 
••  of  his  anccftors,  but  in  the  fepuichre  of  a  ftranger. 
•old  !  how  poor  was  the  heir  of  all  things  !  White 
*ved,  he  had  not  a  houfe  of  his  own  where  to  lay 
head ;  and  when  he  was  dead,  he  had  not  where  to 
hia  body.     O  deep  humiliation  !  Was  he  who  lay 

in 
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in  the  Father'*  bofom  front  nil  eternity  mw  Mriia^e 

bofom  of  the  earth  ?  O  welder  at  $r,  thht  hi  was  wil- 
line  to  (loop  fo  low,  to  rnnfom  out  fouls  that  were  funk 
as  low  as  hell  hy  fin  !  D  !  men  and  angels  can  never 
enough-*dmire  this  lore  of  Jefua  !  that  he  who  wore  the 
keys  of  hrll  and  death  at  hfs  piTdle,  ftould  be  content 
to  be  lcck(  d  up  in  the  prifon  of  the  grave,  and  to  be  ar- 
retted there  this  whole  day,  for  our  debt  by  divine 
juftice. 

3.  Obfcrve  low  long  Chrift  the  Lord  of  life  continu- 
ed death's  prifentr,  the  prave's  captive;  how  long  death 
had  power  and  dominion  over  him,  eveYi  to  the  tiiyd 
day.  O  how  did  devils  triumph  this  day  !  We  have 
not  only  bruifrd  his  heel,  but  his  heart  alfo,  and  behold 
he  lieth  in  duft.  How  dirt  wickcid  men  rejoice!  how 
did  death  domineer  ever  him  !  Men  have  brought  him 
into  ifcy  terrkori-s,  end  there  I  hold  him  bouod  *ith 
my  fetters.  Now  would  his  enemies  fry,  Is  this  the 
light  of  the  world,  that  Het  fo  l*w  in  the  land  of  «ferk» 
nefs  i  Is  this  the  teacher  of  the  way  to  hem*,  that 
cannot  now  rrOve  his  tongue*  or  fpeak  a  word  ?  Is  tlM 
he  that  raifed  others  from  the  dead*  that  lies  himfetf  a* 
mong  the  dead  ?  Well,  but  the  triumph  of  thefc  wKJk^ 
ed  ones  "was  b»t  (hort.  Chi i ft  rofe  and  put  them  all  to 
frience. 

4.  Obfctve  Chrift's  love,  that  was  content  to  ttt  de* 
vile  infult  &ttd  triumph  over  him  for  a  while,  that  tfc*f 
might  not  triumph  over  you,  O  believer,  for  even  He 
was  humbled  to  He  in  the  grave  for  a  while,  that  fOtt 
might  r.ot  lo»Jge  in  hell  for  ever. 

5.  Obferve>  Chriil  lay  buried  this  day,  that  he  .might 
bury  aN  the  «efecY«  fiws  for  ever  out  of  God's  fight,  that 
tfiey  might  nevrr  rife  againft  them  in  judgment-    0~ 
what  con. fort  is  thib,  O  believer,  thy  fins  are  buried^ 
and  fhail  never  appeaT  againft  thee  to  thy  oonovemna— 
tion. 

6.  Obfirve,  Cbrift  lay  buried  this  day,  that  hemigh^" 
bury  the  Jewith  (cvemh  day  Sabbath,  with  all  the  reFZ 
of  their  itvrical  typ^s  and  ceremonies*  Cbrift  Jia^ 
tcken  off  that  yoke  from  our  fccclcs,  glory  to  hk  na*»e— 

y.  Obfei — 
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>].  Obferve  how  Chrift  lay  buried  this  day,  -  that  he 
igkfweeten  the  f&zrr;  warm  atid. perfume  that  cold 
ipleafant  bed  for  believers  to  lie  in.     The  grave  was, 
ice  a  part  of  the  curfe  denounced  againft  fallen  man* 
rid,  and  it  is  fo  ftill  to  finnrrs  out  of  Chrift,  Gen.  ii» 
Daft  thou  art,  and  to  dull  thou  (halt  return.*    The 
aye  had  the  nature  and  ufe  of  a  prifon,  to  keep  the  bo- 
ss of  finrierfe  again  ft  the  great  affiles,  and  then  to  deli- 
r  them  up  to  the  hands  of  a  great  and  terrible  judge  t 
it  Chrift/ by  lying  in  it  all  this  day  has  turned  it  front 
prifon  to  a  bed  of  reft,  I(a.  lvii.  2.  "  He  (hall  enter  in- 
peace;  they  (hall  fed  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking 
his  righteoufnefc^    Why  ?  as  Chrift  there  did  reft  in 

r,  fo  (hill  believers  be  partakers  of  his  hope.  See  Pf»l. 
10.  "  My  fleih  (hall  reft  in  hope.*  So  Proverbs  -xiv. 
i* w  The  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death.* 
Exportation.  As  ye  would  partake  of  the  virtue  of 
frill's  lying  in  the  grave,  fee  that  ye  get  union  with 
brift  now  by  a  true  faith ;  death  nor  the  grave  will  not 
ofethis  union,  it  is  inditTolvable.  O  believer,  the  grave 
all  be  a  fweet  privileged  place  to  you  ;  (in  nor  guilt 
all  not  lie  down  there  with  you.  Sin  is  a  bad  bed- 
low,  but  a  worfe  grave-fellow.  That  is  a  terribhi 
>rd,  Job  xx.  r  1 ; li  His  bones  are  full  of  the  fins  of  his 
ath,  which  (hall  lie  down  with  him  in  the  diift."  It 
ill  not  be  fo  with  you.  No,  Chrift  has  freed  you  of 
iltyand  has  made  your  bed  to  deep  in  ;  it  is  like  a  fofc 
1  in  a  quiet  room,  where  the  weary  (hall  be  at  reft; 
nil  himfelf  keeps  the  keys  of  the  room,  and  watches 
you  while  you  lie  deeping  there,  and  will  be  ready 
open  the  door  to  let  you  out  again.  "  I  have  the 
'a  of  death,*  Rev.  i.  1 8.  None  cap  take  them  out  of 
hand. 

Vol.  IV.  P  p  MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    II. 


On  tleRefurre&ion  of  Jesus  CHMSTX  from  Theft  i>  Jft    L 

"  Whom  God  bath  raifed  from  the  dead."  t? 

h 

THE  refurreaioa  of  Chria  from  the  dead  is  a  had* 
mental  article  of  our  religion,  and  ferret  to  fupport  ai 
the  reft :  For, 

i.  If  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  then  he  wib  a  pctftm 
fent  from  God,  to  do  that  work  in  the  world  which  he 

Save  out ;  hecaufe  the  majefty  of  heaven  would'  new 
avc  given  an  impoftor  fuch  glorious  credentials  uin- 
fuxre&ion  from  the  dead ;  a  work  which  nothing  bat 
omnipotency  could  accooaplifh. 
.  2.  If  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  all  the  pcottiftiof 
the  gofpel,  relating  to  the  enjoyments  and  hleffiogs  of 
a  future  life,  will  certainly  be  fulfilled  to  them ;  and 
whatever  Chrift  has  faid,  may  be  depended  on*  and  tuf- 
ted to,  a*  certainly  to  come  to  pafs. 

3.  Tis  true  indeed,  the  Chriftian  religion  b  fo  (ea- 
rned, a6  in  all  refpe&s  to  be  admirably  ferviceable  to  the 
ends  and  purpofes  of  a  temporal  felicity  *,  for  the  devout 
and  awful  regard  to  God,  and  a  future  life,  and  thofe 
principles  of  generous  love  and  charity,  which  it  tends 
to  infpire  mankind  with,  contribute  highly  to  the  good 
order  and  peace  of  the  world.     If  pride  and  envy,  if 
covetoufnefs  and  ambition,   if  malice  and  revenge,  if 
falsehood  and  deceit ;  if  fuch  paffions  as  thefe  are  the 
true  caufes  of  all  thofe  calamities  and  misfortunes  which 
men  groan  under,  then  the  gofpel,  which  ftrike&fo  dnre£fa- 
ly  at  all  thefe,  even  in  men's  tempers  and  hearts,  as  well 
as  in  their  outward  converfation,  doth  lay  the  fureft 
foundations  poffible  for  a  quiet  and  comfortable  life  in 
the  prefent  world 

Yea,  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ftrengthens  the  obligations 
of  the  law  of  nature  j  it  furnifiies  men  with  far  nobler 
motives  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  that  law,  and  threa- 
tens feverer  puiftiments  for  the  breach  of  it ;  and  thus 

it 
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>t  highly  conduceth  to  the  welfare  of  fociety  and  govern- 
meat 

4.  The  true  foundation  and  origin  of  atheifm  or  deifin 
l«  >  man'«  coming  under  a  its  ted  refolution  to  endure  no 
curb  or  reftraint  in  the  profecution  of  his  defign  of  being 
happy  in  this  world,  by  the  enjoyment  of  its  pleafures  ( 
*ad  therefore  the  fcripture  or  the  gofpel,  which  pretend 
to  abridge  men  of  this  liberty,  and  would  oblige  them  to 
a  ftriclly  abftemious  and  felf-denying  life,  and  a  ready 
fubmiffion  to  all  fufferings  which  the  power  and  malice 
of  the  world  may  at  any  time  inflift  for  the  pnofeffion 
of  it,  fflttft  of  courfe  be  rejected  as  any  divine  revelation, 
and  made  the  mere  invention  of  a  fet  of  crafty  defign- 
ing  men,  who  were  fond  to  be  the  heads  of  a  new  reli- 
gion, and  of  bringing  the  world  to  fubmit  to  their  ira- 
pofitiona. 

£•  As  for  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  he  was  a  man  qf 
a  vicious  profligate  life  \  and  he  framed  it  to  ferve  a  car- 
nal worldly  intereft  \  it  was  planted  in  the  world  by  force 
and  violence,  and  never  offered  any  other  arguments  tp 
perfuade  men  of  the  truth  of  it,  but  the  fword  and  heavy 
taxes  and  exactions.  But,  with  refpect  to  the  Chriftian 
religion,  nothing  of  this  kind  ca|i  be  pretended* 

5.  The  law  of  nature  is  a  divine  imprellion  on  the  rea- 
fonable  nature  of  man,  by  which  he  is  informed  what  is 
good  and  evil,  and  directed  how  to  behave  himfelf,  as  a 
rational  creature  ought  to  do.  Now,  the  gofpel  adopts 
and  enforces  this  law  with  the  ftrongeft  arguments  and 
confiderations. 

7.  Many  who  are  baptized  into  the  name  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  do  treat  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  Mahometans, 
who  are  his  profened  enemies,  would  abhor  to  do.  The 
Mahometans  do  honour  him  with  the  venerable  titles 
of  the  Word  and  Power  of  God.  And  though  they  will 
not  allow  him  to  be  fo  great  a  prophet  as  Mahomet,  yet 
their  prophet  has  taught  them  fo  much  refpeft,  and  fo 
high  an  efteem  for  ours,  that,  ihould  they  be  witnef- 
fes  to  the  affronts  fome  offer  him  here,  they  would  be 
ready  to  revenge  them  upon  them. 
.  8.  Some  matters  of  fadt  may  be  fo  convincingly  made 
out  by  the  teftimony  of  others,  as  to  bring  men  to  a  per- 
P  p  %  feft 
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fe&  aflurance  of  the  truth  of  them,  fo  as  there  can  be 
ho  room  left  to  fufpect  any  fraud  or  deceit  therein.  For 
if  we  muft  not  thus  believe  the  teftimony  of  others,  there 
couM  be  no  ad  mini  ft  ration  of  juftice  in  the  world;  (or 
Initiator  >  and  governors  cannot  be  in  every  place  to  <*• 
ferve  what  is  d^ne  by  every  perfon,  but  muft  depend  on 
the  teftimony  of  others  in  difpenfing  rewards  and  ponifh- 
tnents  to  good  and  bad,  according  to  their  feveral  merits. 
Again,  all  our  civil  intere ft p  and  privileges  depend  on 
this  kind  of  teftimony ;  for  how  can  we  juftify  our  claim 
to  houfes,  lands,  goods,  or  effefts,  which  we  come  to 
poflefs  by  virtue  of  birth  or  parentage,  will  orteftament, 
difpofirion  or  fale,  but  by  the  teftimony  of  others  ?  A- 
gain  the  refufal  of  this  teftimony  would  cut  off  all  kind 
of  hiftory,  geography,  or  chrdnology,  as  ufelefs,  or  m 
mere  fable  and  romance.  We  fliould  not  believe  there" 
was  ever  any  fuch  thing  as  the  Roman  empire,  or  Ro- 
man emperors  $  we  mould  not  believe  there  is  any  long* 
dom  or  city  in  the  world,  but  fuch  as  we  have  fcenwith 
our  eyes; 

•■  9.  All  fefts  and  parties  of  men  fince  Chrift's  days 
have  granted,  that  there  was  fuch  a  perfon  as  Jefus 
Chnft,  who  was  born  aj:  Bethlehem  in  Judea,  in  the 
reign  of  Aupuftus  Qefar,  and  crucified  at  Jerufalem  in 
the  reign  of  Tibet iu&,  Pontius  Pilate  being  then  the  Ro- 
man governor  in  Judea.  The  Mahometans  acknow- 
ledge all  this  frankly  except  the  lart  part,  out  of  an  ex- 
cef3  of  rrfpeft  to  Jefus  Chrift  $  they  will  by  no  means 
allow  of  his  infamous  crucifixion  and  death,  but  affirm, 
that  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven,  and  fome  image  of 
him  only  left  upon  the  crbfs  in  his  room,  by  which  the 
Jews,  33  well  as  his  own  followers,  who  pretended  to  be 
witnefies  of  the  fadt,  were  impofed  on,  and  made  to  be- 
lieve that  he  fuffcred,  when  in  reality  he  did  not.  But 
this  is  a  groundlefs  fi&ion,  contrary  to  all  fenfe  andrea- 
fon,  like  many  others  in  their  Alcoran.  But  however, 
they  all  own  that  there  was  fuch  an  excellent  perfon, 
wholivfd  fuch  a  life,  taught  fuch  dodrine,  and  wrought 
fuch  miracles  as  Chriftians  give  out. 
•  10.  The  Jews  freely  own  there  was  fuch  a  perfon  who 
died  fuch  a  death  at  Jerufalem  :  And  hence  they  beftow 

the 
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the  reproachful  name  on  Him,  of  Ta/ut$  or  a  person  that 
was  hanged,  and  call  the  Christians,  the  fervant^  of 
Taiui.  Though  they  difown  him  to  be  the  M^fliah, 
yet  they  nerer  refufe  there  being  fuch  a  Perfon.  Their 
learned  countryman  Jofephus  (no  chriftian)  his  tefti- 
mbny  concerning  him  is  well  known  to  all  the  learned 
world,  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  xviii  cap.  4.  p  261.  Edit  G/- 
fie%>.  1935.  where  he  plainly  teftifies  of  the  life,  Oracles* 
crucifixion  andrefurrecTion  of  Jefus  Chr;ft,  an  1  of  the 
fulfilling  of  the*  prophecies  in  him,  and  of  the  won* 
derful  converfion  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  to  the 
faith  of  his  gofpel  Some  indeed  queftion  the  genui- 
oenefs  of  this  paffage  of  Jofephus,  but  without  jud 
ground  ;  for  we  find  this  teftimony  taken  notice  of  as 
his  by  very  ancient  writers,  as  Eufebius  in  Hift  Ecclef. 
lib.  I,  cap  ii.  pag.  30.  Edit.  Pari/.  1659,  in  vita  Tiberii; 
alfo  by  Nicephorus  Calijlus,  by  Sozomen,  by  Jerom,  by  Ifo- 
dorus  Pelujtola,  &c. 

Objefa  This  paffage  is  not  taken  notice  of  by  the  an- 
cient defenders  of  Chriftianity,  as  Juftin  Martyr,  Ofi- 
gen,  Tertullian,  &c.  Anf  The  reafon  of  this  might 
be,  the  copies  of  Jofephus  they  chanced  to  make  ufe  of 
might  want  this  teftimony,  which,  in  all  likelihood, 
was  razed  out  of  as  many  copies  as  the  malicious  Jews 
could  come  at :  For  this  teftimony  of  fuch  a  famous 
man  as  Jofephus,  one  of  their  own  country  and  religi- 
on, againft  the  Jews,  for  treating  fuch  an  excellent  Per- 
fon  fo  barbarously,  could  not  but  expofe  them  as  an  ex- 
ecrable generation  through  all  the  world.  So  that  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  they  would  ufe  all  poffible  artifices 
to  take  out  this  teftimony  of  Jofephu*,  wherever  they 
had  the  management  of  the  copies,  either  by  thjmfeWc^, 
or  other*,  their  emiiTaries  for  th  it  purpofe.  Bat  it  was 
not  poffible  for  them  to  compafs  the  razing  it  out  of  all 
the  copies  difperfed  up  and  down  the  world,  lkfides, 
this  fafmous  teftimony  hath  the  -manifeft  ftamp  of  Jofo 
phus  his  ftyle  and  diclion.  Again,  we  have  certain  e-, 
vidence  of  other  teftimonies.  being  razed  out  of  Jofe- 
phus :  For  Eufebius  (we  find)  quotes  Jofephus  as  re- 
cording how  juft  and  righteous  a  man  James  was,  caU 
fed  the  brother  of  Chrift,  and  faying,  that  the  fober  and 

more 
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norc  cor.fidfra'e  men  among  the  Jews  believed  thede- 
Prection  of  Jcrufilr-m  to  be  a  punishment  mii&edon 
ihcrr  fot  murcirring  of  hinn.  Like  wife  we  baveOrigCD, 
'  and  Jcrcn,  and  Su;da%  quoting  J ofeph us  for  the  fame 
pa/Tig^.  An^  y-t  ;n  our  Hays  there  it  no  fuch  pafiage 
to  be  fou*  d  in  Jui'ephus.  Now.  would  fo  many  author! 
hare  agrr^d  in  ajp*alin;j  to  Jofephus  for  fuch  apanage, 
if  they  had  rot  really  found  it  in  him  ?  Would  it  not 
Fuf.r  expofcd  their  caufe  to  the  contempt  of  ail  .the 
woi!d,  to  have  afTertrd  a  thing  which  every  body  conld 
have  refuted  as  iA:t  i 

11.  Ancient  pa^an  writers  have  owned  the  fame 
thing  ecncernirg  (Thrift,  as  Suetonius,  Tacitus,  Pliny, 
&c  Yea,  Luci2n  cxprefsly  owns  the  crucifixion  if 
Chrift,  though  he  jeers  both  him,  and  the  Chriftians  his 
worfl  ipptr,  on  that  account :  So  doth  Julian  the  spot 
tate ;  he  owns  ti,e  truth  of  fafte  concerning  Chrift, 
though  he  endeavours  what  he  can  to  leffen  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  life  and  miracles,  and  ailed  ges,  that  all  he  did 
was  no  great  matter,  but  only  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind,  rellore  limbs,  to  the  lame,  and  deliver  perfonspof- 
feffed  from  the  power  and  enchantments  of  devils, 
which  he  fremed  to  make  little  account  of.  It  "i6  true, 
he  doth  not  ncice  his  raiting  the  dead,  but  pafles  that 
by  in  filence,  being  uh.it  he  could  not  pretend  to  ant 
ver.  The  Jews  atfo  owned  the  miracles  \.  but  alledged 
that  he  did  all  his  wonderful  works  by  virtue  of  the 
facrcd  retragram/raton  Alfo  Celfus,  that  enemy  of 
Chriflianity,  confefTcb  the  truth  of  ChriiVs  nativity,  his 

{"ourney  into  Ejzypt  his  palling  fromT  place  to  place  with 
lis  riifciples,  the  fiicT:  of  his  miracles,  his  being  betrayed, 
and,  hiiliy,  his  de:.th  and  paflion.  I  grant  they  make  all 
thi.it  conceflions,  in  order  to  their  feoff  and  ridicule  J 
However,  it  {hews  the  things  were  fo  evident,  they 
cou.ti  not  be  denied  ;  but  Origen  fufficiently  chaftifes 
and  i  xpofes  him  for  railing. 

12.  It  is  « err  an,  that  the  writings  of  Matth.,  Mark, 
Luk« ,  am!  John,  concerning  the  life  and  actions  of  Chrift 
and  h's  :ipoitU.B,  were  thcirgenuinecompofitions,  and  not 
the  \vr*:i'  ,l  ot  any  other.  To  confirm  this,  con  fid  er  that 
there  is  i»o  rcafon  to  doubt,  that  the  firft  teachers  of  the 

Chriftian 
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iriftian  faith  wouMufe  the  moft  effectual  means  for  pro- 
gating  a  doftrinc  they  fo  zealoufly  efponfed  themfelvcs, 
A  they  would  not  on  that  fcore  negleft  fodir^&and  ne- 
flfcry  a  method  for  obtaining  their  end,  as  chat  of  com- 
itting  their  doctrines  to  writing.  This  is  wh  \t  may  be 
tionaUy  expected  from  the  policy  and  care  of  the  firft 
unders  of  any  fett,  as  being  a  ftep  fo  neceiTary,  in 
dcr  to  the  prefervation  and  progrefs  thereof.  All 
t€  feGs  who  have  made  any.  figure  in  the  world,  hare 
ken  this  courfe,  and  fo  have  the  founders  of  Chrifti- 
lity  too.  While  the  autograpka,  or  original  manu- 
ffipts  of  thefe  penmen  were  preferved  in  the  church, 
kcre  was  no  accefs  to  impofe  do£trines  or  fa 61 3  on  the 
rorld  in  their  namce,  contrary  to  what  they  had  writ- 
m.  And  Tertttllian,  who  flourifhed  at  the  latter  ehd 
f  the  fecond  century,  or  the  very  beginning -of  the 
bifdj  intimated,  that  thefe  venerable  writings  were  pre- 
wired till  Hfe  time.  Again,  no  particular  f<:£V  of  Chrif- 
iana  could  ever  get  the  writings  of  the  new  teftarneni 
b  forged  or  adulterate,  bat  all  the  other  feels  of  Cnnf- 
iana  would  have  proclaimed  the  impoftunrto  the  world. 
Che  enmity  and  quarrel*  among  different  parties*  were 
kftiong  guard  on  thefe  facred  books,  that  no  deugn- 
ng  party-  could  ever  font  into  thefe  books  their  own 
aotioite,  feeing  the  copies  were  difperfed  among  all  the 
ftfta. 


MEDITATION    IIL 

Of  the  certainty  of  CHRIST'S  Refurretlion.  , 

WE  have  many  undeniable  evidences  of  it :  1 .  The 
cftimony  of  many  eye-witneffes ;  for,  betides  the  a- 
►oftles,  who  were  witneffes  of  it  in  an  eminent  mau- 
ler, there  were  many  others :  For  Paul  tells  us*  that 
n  his  time  there  were  (till  remaining  the  greater 
*art  of  more  than  500,  who  did  all  at  one  time  fee 
fcfus  after  his  rifing  again.  Now,  an  inVpofture  may 
ie  concealed  for  a  while  in  a  few  hands,  but  it  is  next 

to 
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to  impoflible  that  it  (hould  lie  long  undifcovered  in  the 
hands  of  a  great  many.  It  (hocks  a  man  to  think,  that 
fo  mary  perfons  (hould  agree  in  all  the  pundiltos  of  t 
notorious  lie,  and  that  they  (hould  agree  to  (land  by  it  • 
in  fo  peremptory  a  manner  as  thefe  perfons  did,  and 
never  clafh  together  in  any  inftance  whatsoever*  It  if 
commonly  obferved,  that  plots  never  thrive  fo  well  a 
when  there  are  few  let  into  the  fee  ret ;  and  large  cabala 
of  knaves  and  liars  feldom  fail  to  tell  tales  of  one  ano- 
ther. 

2.  Thefe  witnefles  had  perfonal  knowledge  of  what 
they  teftified :  Yea,  they  not  only  declared  that  they  faw  ' 
Chrift,  but  many  of  them,  that  they  faw  him  frequently 
and  familiarly,  and  that  for  a  confiderable  tra£fc  or  time. 
They  converted  with  him  for  forty  days ;  they  cat  and 
drank  with  him  \  they  faw  him  do  feveral  wondroas  . 
works ;  they  received  orders  and  inftrudions  from  him 
about  the  government  of  his  church ;  he*  bid  them, 
u  Go,  teach  and  baptize  all  nations ;"  he  promifed  them 
his  peace  and  bleffing  in  fo  doing,  to  the  cad  of  the. 
world ;  he  commanded  them  to  tarry  in  Jerufalem,  till 
they  were  endued  with  power  from  on  high;  and  t 
gre*at  many  orher  things  are  recorded,  that  he  faid  to 
them  •,  and  after  all,  they  faw  him  taken  up  from  them, 
and  afcend  into  heaven,  angels  (landing  by.  Now,  it 
never  could  be  a  dream  or  imagination  in  fo  many  men* 
men,  for  fo  many  weeks,  to  fancy  all  thefe^things  alike, 
without  the  leaft  variation. 

3  Confider  the  manner  of  the  teftimony,  and  ho* 
they  delivered  it.  They  invoked  God's  tremendous 
name,  and  begged  his  affiftance  and  blefling.  They 
appealed  to  him  as  the  omnifcient  judge  of  the  world, 
coi  cerning  the  fincerity  aiid  integrity  of  their  hearts. 
They  declared  they  did  not  this  of  themfelves,  but  by 
God's  order  and  appointment ;  and  that  he  gave  them 
power  of  working  figns  and  wonders  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  all  they  faid,  and  accordingly  wrought  them 
before  all  men. 

4.  They  did  not  teftify  of  a  matter  that  was  tran- 
fa£ted  at  a  diftance  from  the  place  where  they  gave  their 
teftimony,  nor  a  long  time  after  the  thing  was  done. 

No, 
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,  (tare  is  no  ground  of  objection  on  any  of  thefe 
cmnts :  For  thofe  men  appeared  upon  the  very  fpot 
t  was  the  (bene  of  the  action,  at  Jeruf  ilem,  where 
rift  was  crucified,  and  where  they  affirmed  he  alfo 
?•  They  neither  fent  orople  a  great  way  to  enquire, 
'  did  they  defer  the  publication  of  it  till  Jefus  Chrift 
1  forgotten,  and  the  (lory  of  his  refurre&ton  worn 
:  of  mind.  No,  inftead  of  that,  they  did  it  while  it 
1  freih  in  the  minds  and  mouths  of  all  men,  and 
ile  thofe  perfons  who  could  have  confuted  them  were 
%  and  ready  to  be  produced,  if  they  had  any  thing 
toe  advanced  againft  it. 

\  They  did  not  make  a  fecret  of  this  matter,  but 
fared  it  in  the  mod  public  and  open  manner  that 
BMy  could  be.  It  was  not  a  ftory  whifpered  among 
fe  of  their  own  party,  but  proclaimed  in  the  ears  of 
people,  and  at  a  time  when  Jenifalem  was  crowded 
a  foreigners  of  all  nations,  and  where  was  no  want 
lerfons  able  and  curious  enough  to  enquire  into  the 
h  of  all  the  ftrange  reports  they  made.  They  went 
>  the  temple  and  into  the  fynagogues,  and  preached 

refurrection  of  Chrift ;  yea,  in  the  moil  auguft 
ncils  of  the  Jews,  they  testified  it  to  the  rulers  and 
t-priefts  who  had  condemned  Chrift.  Peter's  bold 
ch  is  moil  remarkable,  Acts  iv.  8.  9.  10.  1 1.  ia* 
1  we  fee  how  confounded  the  whole  council  was 
\  their  teftimony ;  and  not  one  of  them  had  the 
Bdence  to  tell  them  that  they  were  publiftring  a  no- 
aus  lie. 
•  Thefe  perfons  were  men  of  fuch  probity  and  vir- 

that  none  of  their  adverfaries  could  ever  call  in 
ftien,  nor  (hew  to  the  world  that  they  were  ill  men. 
k.  They  were  perfons  not  bred  up  in  courts,  nor  in- 
ched in  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  the  world,  able  to 
bade  people  by  elegant  difcourfes,  &c  No,  they 
«;  generally  mean,  though  plain  and  honed  men, 

their  difcourfes  plain  and  homely :    And  though 
il  was  a  man  of  polite  learning,  yet  he  would  make 
trie  of  human  learning  in  the  propagation  of  Chrif- 
tky. 
tot.  IV*  Qj[  8;  They 
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8.  They  could  not  pcffiWy  hate  any  fiecahr  view,  by 
preaching  fuch  2  dcArine  to  the  world :  Nay »  in  preach- 
ing it,  they  a&ed  agaxnft  ail  die  rules  of  worldiy  a- 
tereft  and  policy,  and  could  have  no  profpcQ  from  the 
wotM,  but  what  was  frightful  and  difcouragiBg;  their 
doArine  being  to  the  Jews  a  Rambling  Mock,  and  to 
the  Greeks  foolifhncfs.     They  could  not  propofcts 
themfeWes  either  to  gain  reputation  and  eftcem,  erto 
advance  their  fortunes  in  the  world;  nay,  fullering tk 
greateft  hardfliips  was  all  they  had  in  view. 

9.  Confider  how  fevere  the  laws  were  winch  Atj 
publifhed  againft  lying,  forgery,  and  a  faMe  tcftimony : 
And  if  they  therrfelves  were  guilty  of  ir,  they  woe 
condemned  to  everlafting  puniihroents  for  doing  wbt 
they  did,  by  the  very  do&rine  which  they  preacM. 
Tet  in  this  do&rine  they  perflfted  to  the  laft,  and  if  t 
were  a  lie,  they  went  out  of  the  world  with  a  hofrikk 
lie  in  their  months,  which  is  horrid  to  dunk;  forfc 
they  could  hare  no  hope  of  finding  mercy  and  fanve- 
nefs  at  God's  hands ;  and  thus  you  would  make  tteft 
the  mod  depraved  wretches  in  the  world. 

10.  Now,  had  they  been  men  who  had  no  refigiois 
awe  or  fenfe  of  God  themfeWes,  how  is  it  credible  dot 
they  would  have  been  fo  very  zealous  and  induftrioos 
to  imprefs  it  upon  the  minds  of  others,  and  to  pitft 
them  to  love  and  fear  him,  as  the  fcope  of  all  their 
writings  and  fermons  do  (hew  ?  How  oft  do  they  tell 
us  of  a  judgment  day,  and  of  God  his  being  the  feaicbcr 
of  the  thoughts  and  counfels  of  the  heart. 

ii.  It  is  plain  to  a  demembration,  that  thefe  perfofll 
heartily  believed  the  dodrines  they  preached  to  the 
world  :  otherways,  how  would  they  have  expofed  the©- 
felves  to  fuch  dangers  and  fufferings  upon  that  fcore? 

12.  The  Jews  who  lived  at  that  time  were  infallibly 
convinced  ot  the  refurre&ion  of  JefusChrift:  Which  ap- 
pears from  this,  that  the  writers  of  the  gofpel-hiftory  did 
in  exprefs  terms  publifh  to  the  world,  that  the  Jevl 
bribed  the  foldiers  to  report  that  the  body  of  Jcfus 
Chrift  was  flolen  out  of  the  grave  by  his  difcipta* 
Now,  this  was  a  home-charge  on  the  Jew6,  and  flieirs 
them  to  be  the  mod  degenerate  wretches,  that  they 

would 
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would  flick  at  nothing  to  carry  on  their  defigns,  even 
the  moft.abominable  piece  of  forgery  and  bribery.  Nay, 
their  priefts  and  rulers  would  be  guilty  of  this  villany, 
to  tamper  with  foldiers  in  this  manner.  Well,  if  thefe 
chief  priefts  and  fathers  of  Ifrael  had  been  unjuftly  ca- 
lumniated in  this  manner,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed 
that  they  would  have  exerted  themfelvcs  in  fome  extraor- 
dinary manner  to  clear  themfelvcs  of  this  afperfion,  and 
that  the  whole  nation  would  have  been  in  a  tumult  about 
it:  For  they  would  fee  that  their  religion,  as  well  as- 
their  credit,  was  at  the  (lake  \  this  account  of  their  pro* 
oeedings  was  like  to  be  publifhed  through  the  world, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  Now,  furely  on£ 
would  think  the  Chiiftians  would  have  been  folemnly 
called  to  account  for  this  provoking  piece  of  hiilory,  and 
challenged  to  make  it  good,  and  that  with  the  greateft 
zeal  and  concern*  Well,  but  there  is  nothing  like  this ; 
the  Jews  content  themfelves  with  private  whifpers,  to 
fet  the  ftory  about,  which  the  bribed  foldiers  had  re- 
ported, and  make  no  rcfentment  of  the  charge.  From 
all  which  we  may  warrantably  conclude,  that  they  were 
confcious  to  themfelves  of  the  truth  of  the  charge,  and 
knew  that  they  had  bribed  the  foldiers  to  make  the  re- 
port-; and  consequently  that  they  knew  Chrift  was  rifen, 
otherways  they  had  not  bribed  the  foldiers. 

13.  Although  the  difciples  of  Chrift  had  been  fo 
wicked  as  to  have  contrived  the  dealing  away  the  body 
of  Jefus,  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  have  accomplished 
it*  The  Jews  were  extraordinary  intent  and  watchful 
about  this  event;  for  they  came  to  Pilate,  and  told  him, 
that  Jefus  had  foretold,  while  alive,  that  he  would  rife 
again  the  third  day ;  and  it  was  proper  that  a  guard 
fhould  be  fet  upon  the  fepulchre  till  that  day  was  over, 
kit  his  difciples  (hould  come  and  (leal  him  away,  and 
fay,  that  he  was  rifen,  and  fo  the  latter  error  woulc}  bq 
worfe  than  the  firft.  They  were  fufficiently  aware  of  the 
confluences  of  this  event,  that  it  would  overturn  their 
religion,  and  eftablifh  Chriftianity,  and  therefore  they 
take  ail  neceflary  precautions,  and  this  was  ordered  by 
God's  wife  providence  for  afcertaining  the  truth  of  the 
event. 

Q^q  2  i'4«  The 
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14.  The  coined  (lory  of  carrying  off  the  body  of  Je* 
fufif  while  the  guard  flept,  is  fo  very  grofs,  that  it  will 
fcarce  b-ar  a  tilling.  For  if  the  difciples  did  this  whik 
the  foldiers  flept,  how  could  the  trick  be  known  ?  Did 
the  difciples  tell  it  the mfc Ives,  or  were  the  guard  con. 
fcious  of  what  pafied  in  their  deep  i  Were  not  their 
fenfes  locked  up  during  their  deep  I 

15.  If  the  difciples  had  been  concerned  in  ib  file  a 
piece  of  impofture,  with  what  courage  or  confidence 
could  they  have  entered  on  their  miniftery,  and  preached 
falvation  in  Chrift's  name  ?  Could  they  have  ever  hoped 
for  any  countenance  from  heaven,  or  for  afliftance  from 
the  Spirit  to  work  miracles,  while  they  were  propagat- 
ing a  notorious  cheat.  They  might  have  expected  that 
both  heaven  and  earth  would  be  engaged  againft  then 
in  every  ftep  of  their  undertaking,  and  fo  would  have 
dropped  their  defign  of  propagating  the  Chriftian  faidu 
But  being  perfectly  affured  of  the  truth  of  Chrift's  re 
furre&ion,  and  of  all  they  preached,  they  undertook  and 
went  through  their  work  with  that  indefatigable  zeal  and 
induftry,  with  that  life  and  fpirit  far  tranfeendtrig  all 
that  ever  was  known  in  human  nature  before,  that  no 
ftorms  nor  difficulties,  dangers  nor  deaths  could  in  the 
lead  (hake  them ;  yea,  were  animated  the  more  by  the 
greateft  of  trials  and  perfections. 

For  confirming  the  truth  of  the  witnefles  teftimony 
concerning  our  Lord's  refurre&ion,  confitier  the  horrid 
and  intolerable  abfurdities  that  would  follow  on  quef* 
tioning  or  denying  the  truth  of  it. 

1.  A  deift,  who  denies  it,  mud  believe  that  a  defp'f 
cable  company  of  wilful  im pollers  and  deceivers,  men 
of  a  hated  nation  and  religion,  without  power  or  forffi 
without  learning  or  experience,  without  wit  or  po- 
licy, fhould  be  able  to  run  down  all  wit,  learning,  power 
and  policy  of  the  world  ;  and  by  preaching  a  molt  def- 
pifed,  incredible,  and  feemingly  ridiculous  dodtrine, 
dire&ly  contrary  to  all  the  worldly  interetts  and  hu- 
mours of  men,  and  to  their  religions  and  cuftoms,  yea, 
and  to  their  reafon  and  philofophy  too,  (hould  propagate 
the  belief  of  it  far  and  wide  through  the  earth,  fo  that 
there  was  fcarce  a  nation  in  the  whole  compafs  of  the 

globe 
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globe,  but  what  in  whole  or  in  part  received  this  fi&ion, 
is  the  mod  facred  truth  of  God*  and  accordingly  laid 
:hc  whole  ftrefs  of  their  falvation  upon  it !  Or  if  deifts 
will  fuppofe  that  the  a po files  and  their  companions  were 
1  company  of  brain- fick  enthufiafts,  or  of  lunatics  and 
madmen  :  then  they  nuft  own  that  fuch  pitiful  weak 
perfons  did  argue  with  fo  much  art  and  force,  as  to 
overpower  all  the  learning  and  wifdon  of  the  world : 
That  all  the  fages,  philofophers,  and  ftatefmen,  who 
embraced  Chrtftianity  in  great  numbers,  as  well  as  the 
poor  and  illiterate,  were  convinced  and  perfuaded  by 
mere  enthufiafm  ;  that  they  miftook  downright  raving 
for  the  ftrongeft  reafon,  and  a  chain  of  incoherent  fal- 
Dtks  for  bright  and  evident  demonftrations  of  truth  ! 

2.  The  deifts  muft  believe  that  twelve  poor  rKbermen 
were  not  only  able  to  compafs  that  vaft  defign  of  making 
the  world  (loop  to  the  laws  they  impofed  :  but  alfo  that 
they  laid  their f>lots  fo  deep,  that  the  effeds  of  it  (hould 
be  permanent  and  lading,  and  no  fucceeding  age  or  ge* 
Deration  ever  be  able  to  fathom  it,  and  (hew  where  the 
cheat  lay.  Strange  !  that  a  company  of  illiterate  men 
outdid  die  profoundeft  wifdom  and  fagacity  of  mankind, 
and  concerted  matters  fo  artfully,  that  none  of  all  the 
penetrating  wits  of  the  world  (hould,  for  fo  many  cen- 
turies, after  the  ftri&eft  examination,  find  it  poflible  to 
difcover  the  lead  failure  or  ft\iw  in  the  contrivance. 

3.  They  muft  believe  that  thefe  perfons  abfolutely 
divefted  themfelves  of  all  regard  to  their  own  preserva- 
tion or  happinefs ;- that  they  defpifed  all  the  comforts 
and  enjoyments  of  life,  and  ventured  upon  poverty  and 
mifery,  upon  torments,  upon  death,  yea,  upon  damna- 
tion itfclf  in  the  next  world,  and  all  for  nothing,  but 
die  propagating  of  a  cheat,  which  is  moil  aafurd  to 
fuppofe, 

4.  They  muft  believe  that  thefe  very  perfons,  who 
but  a  few  hours  before  had  fo  little  fpirit  and  courage 
left  them,  that  they  forfook  their  matter  in  hit,  extremity, 
and  durfl.  not  own  themfelves  his  difciples,  nor  (hew 
themfelves  openly  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  (hould  ail  of  a 
Tadden  grow  fo  refolute,  as  to  venture  on  that  bold  and 
aagardous  undertaking,  of  forcing  the  fepulchre,  and 

carrying 
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carrying  off  his  body ;  and  that  they  effeAuated  the* 
defi^n  without  being  challenged  by  one  of  the  guard. 

c.  They  mud  believe  that  thcfe  timorous  men  would, 
in  an  enterprife  that  required  fo  much  expedition  and 
riifpatch,  fptnd  fo  much  of  their  time  in  divefling  a  dead 
body  of  its  burial-clothes,  and  wrap  them  up  by  them* 
felves ;  and  not  rather  chufe  to  carry  off  all  together  in 
hade,  left  the  next  minute  the  guard  might  awake,  and 
come  upon  them. 

6.  They  mud  believe  that  a  fet  of  the  greateft  cheats 
that  ever  the  world  faw,  did,  notwithstanding,  furnifli 
mankind  with  the  mod  exa&  fydem  of  morality  that 
ever  was,  and  lay  the  bed  foundations  and  fcheroe  for 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  world,  that  could  belaid! 
That  the  viled  hypocrites  would  fpend  all  their  time 
and  lives  too  in  indefatigable  labours  to  make  other  men 
upright  and  fincere,  and  denounce  damnation  againft 
lying,  diflSmulafion,  &c.  That  the  fyfterfl  they  compiled 
of  religion  was  a  danding  comment  of  their  own  flume* 
and  that  all  their  fermons  and  writings  were  bat  fo 
many  fatires  and  lampoons  upon  themfelves. 

Objeft.  Chrid's  refurreftion  is  atteded  only  by  hil 
own  friends  and  difciplcs.  Why  did  he  not  converfe 
as  publicly  with  men  as  he  did  before?  Why  did  he  not 
appear  to  the  chief  prieds  and  elders  of  the  Jews,  to 
have  convinced  them  of  the  truth  of  this  fa&  ?    ' 

Attf.  1 .  We  are  not  to  prefcribe  rules  to  the  Divine 
Majefty ;  all  his  works  are  done  in  infinite  wifdom,  and 
he  is  not  obliged  to  account  to  us  for  his  a&ings;  he 
himfelf  knows  bed  what  makes  mod  for  his  own  glory 
and  the  happinefs  of  his  creatures. 

2.  It  was  iiot  to  a  few  that  Chrid  appeared,  but  to 
the  tu  elve  appodlec,  to  the  feventy  difciples ;  yea,  to 
five  hundred  brethren  at  once,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
mod  convincing  proofs  of  his  refurredVion. 

3.  It  was  a  futlicient  demondration  to  the  Jews  of 
Chrid's  re  furrcclion,  Pilate's  fecuring  the  fepulchre  with 
a  guard  of  lo'diers,  and  Chrid's  body  not  being  found 
therein.  They  might  have  been  afiured  that  a  handful 
of  timorous  men  would  never  adventure  on  dealing  it: 
and  they  had  a  fufficicnt  con6rmation  from  the  foMiers, 

who 
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who  came  into  the  city,  and  (hewed  to  the  chief  priefts 
all  the  things  that  were  done,  viz.  The  earthquake, 
angel's  defcent,  &c.  Mat.  xxviii.  x  i« 

4.  Chrift  had  given  fufEcient  proof  of  his  divine 
miffion  to  the  Jews  before,  by  the  miracles  he  wrought, 
which  they  blafphemoufly  oppofed,  and  malicioufly  pro- 
ftccute  him  to  death  as  a  traitor ;  and  therefore,  becaufe 
of  their  malice  and  ohftinacy,  they  were  unworthy  of 
fuch  a  privilege  as  his  converting  with  them. 

5.  Though  he  had  appeared  to  them,  thefe  malicious 
men  would  not  have  acknowledged  him  to  be  the  per- 
fon  that  was  crucified,  but  would  have  alledged  he  was 
an  impoftor,  fet  up  by  the  Chriftians  to  perfonate  the 
true  Jcfus,  and  been  more  enraged  againft  his  follow- 
ers than  ever. 

6.  Though  Chrift  had  rifen  and  appeared  in  fuch  a 
manner,  yet  Deifts  would  have  quarrelled  the  teftimony 
of  witnefles  the  fame  way  they  do  now,  faying,  "  How 
(houid  we  believe  the  report  of  others,  and  credit  what 
we  fee  not  with  our  own  eyes,"  &c.  ChrifPs  miracles 
were  as  publicly  tranfa&ed  as  could  have  been  defired  j 
all  men,  and  the  greateil  enemies,  were  allowed  to  wit- 
nef8  the  fame ;  yet  Deifts  now  treat  them  as  mere  for- 
geries, and  fo  would  they  have  done  Chrift's  appearing 
even  to  the  whole  Jewifti  fanhedrim. 

Improvement.  From  the  refurre&ion  of  Chrift,  we 
may  infer,  that  death  is  fairly  overcome,  and  fwallowed 
up  in  victory.  Chrift  went  into  the  very  den  of  this 
dragon,  and  foiled  it.  Now,  though  it  retains  its  dart, 
yet  it  hath  left  its  fting  in  Chrift's  fide,  fo  that  the  be- 
liever may  triumph,  as  1  Cor.  xv.  55.  56.  57.  "  O 
death  where  is  thy  fting  !  O  grave  wheie  is  thy  vi&ory. 
The  fting  of  death  is  fin  \  and  the  ftrength  of  (in  is  the 
law.  But  thanks  be  to  God  which  giveth  us  the  vi&ory 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  The  true  believer 
need  not  have  any  flavifli  fear  of  death,  though  it  fright* 
en,  yet  it  cannot  hurt  him.  2.  Let  believers  difpofe 
and  employ  their  bodies,  as  thofe  who  know  what  is 

f»reparcd  for  them  at  the  refurre&ion.  3.  Let  us  all 
ecure  to  ourfelves  an  interelt  in  Chrift  and  his  bleficd 
refurreSion.  Tis  this  hope  that  fupports  under  all  the 
roubles  of  this  life. 

MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    IV. 

From  "Eph.  vi.  1 6.      Redeem  the  time. 

i.  TIME  i*  one  of  the  mod  precious  blefiings  which 
man  enjovs  in  this  world,  a  jewel  of  i  edimable  worths 
It  is  a  golden  dream  continually  running  down  by  as, 
yea,  carrying  us  all  alongft  with  it :  It  is  a  dream  run- 
ning from  one  ocean  to  another,  from  an  eternity  be- 
hind us,  to  an  eternity  before  us. 

a.  That  which  makes  time  fo  precious  mainly,  is, 
that  the  falvation  of  our  precious  and  immortal  (bub, 
through  all  eternity,  depends  thereupon.  Upon  die 
improvement  of  this  (hort  moment  of  time,  depends  I 
long-lading,  and  never  ending  eternity. 

3.  The  expence  which  God  the  author  of  time  is  it, 
to  create  and  beget  it  for  us,  (hews  the  precioufnds  of 
it.  Why  ?  God.  by  his  almighty  power,  doth  conti- 
nually wheel  about  thefe  great  luminaries  of  fun,  moon, 
and  flare,  in  their  annual  and  diurnal  revolutions,  to 
beget  and  furnifh  time  to  us  ;  and  thefe  do  never  halt 
nor  dop,  nor  come  (hort  of  their  appointed  times  of 
rifing  and  fetting,  and  all  for  the  fervice  of  man,  that 
he  may  have  time  for  the  fervice  of  his  Maker,  and  the 
faving  of  his  foul. 

4.  The  hade  that  time  doth  make,  and  the  confeder- 
ation of  its  (hortnefs,  that  it  will  quickly  be  gone,  and 
that  a  minute  of  it  can  never  be  recalled,  (hews  forth 
its  precioufnefs. 

5.  Alfo  the  important  bufinefs  we  have  for  every 
moment  of  our  time,  although  each  of  us  had  a  thou- 
fand  years  to  live,  the  fervice  of  God,  and  faving  of 
our  fouls,  is  fuch  a  vad  work,  as  would  require  every 
minute  of  it. 

6.  We  are  ready  to  pafs  into  another  world,  an  eter* 
nal  date,  where  eveTy  minute  of  our  time  mud  be  ac- 
counted for,  and  then  it  mud  fare  with  us  eternally,  a* 
we  have  fpent  and  improven  this  (hort  time  here* 

7.  For 
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7.  For  as  precious  as  time,  is,  it  is  undervalued  and 
rtflicd  away  more  than  any  .thing  is.  It  is  feldom 
ten. notice  of,  until  it  15  quite  paft  away  frorp  us ;  we 
ver  confider  its  worth  and  ufefulndTs,  till  it  in  juft 
ding.  Hence  Solomon  faith,  Eccl.  ix.  j'a,  "  Man 
oweth  not  his  time." 

8«  Tis  moft  juft,  that  he  who  hath  the  ordering  and 
poling  of  all  things  elfc  concerning  us,  ihould  be  alf? 
i/apreme  Lord  and  difpofer  of  our  time,  and  there* 
t  hath  right  to  determine  what  time  is  to.  be  allotted 
our  work,  and  what  for  his :  And  mod  juft  it  is, 
itrfie,  from  whom  we  have  all  our  time9  ihould  have 
choice  of  it- 

)•  Qf  all  time  Sabbath-time  is  the  moft  precious  and 
liable;  it  being  the  tone  God  has  allotted  and  fe* 
ft  for  himfelf,  and  upon  the  improvement  whereof, 
glory  of. God  and  fdivation  of  our  fouls,  depend  in 
lojft  peculiar  manner,  it  being  the  :day  of  fpecial  ac 
» 4o  .God,  and  of  free  commerce  and  correspondence 
ween  heaven  and  earth.  It  is  .heaven's  weekly  mar* 
day,  or  God's  deal- day  to  the  poor  and  needy  ;  the 
,of  jiccefs  to  God's  pretence- chamber.  Time  by 
«  is  compared  to  a  gold  ring,  and  the  Sabbath  to 
. /parking  diamond*  which  gives  it  its  luftre,  and 
ghtens  itp  value.  Wherefore,  if  we  be  wife,  we  will 
v  a  peculiar  efteem  for  the  Sabbath  above  all  the 
a  ef  the  week  ;  we'll  reckon  every  moment  of  Sab* 
Mime  moft  preciou?,  and  defire  that  none  of  it  may 
inif-fpeot.  What  Chrift  faid  to  his  difciples  con- 
ling  the  loaves  and  the  fi(he?,  the  like  he  feems  to 
lk  to  us  concerning  his  holy  day,  "  Gather  up  the 
;ipcnts,"  gather  up  all  the  panel*,  the  fpare  hours 
minutes  of  it >  account  them  as  precious  as  the 
Ifmith  doth  the  fmalleft  filings  of  his  gold,  and  let 
hag  of  Sabbath  time  be  (oft. 

^Khortailon.  Above  all  time  redeem  carefully  Sab- 
b  time,  and  improve  it  diligent4y.  Confider  what 
telling  the  Sabbath  is  to  you,  if  rightly  improvtn ; 
An  inn  for  refrefhing  the  weary  traveller,  that  hath, 
n  toiled  and  tofled  with  (terms  through  the  week. 
k  is  Chrift's  weekly  market-dav,  whtriein  Chrift  fcts 
iToL.  IV.  R  r  fordi 


32*  Meditations  for  the  Sabbath. 

forth  the  ticheft  wares  and  commodities  for  us  to  hoy 
"  without  money  and  without  price,"  Iter.  Hi.  18. 
3.  It  is  che  king  of  heaven's  public  deatday,  wherein 
he  deals  his  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  gives  alms  to  the 
poor  and  needy.  4.  It  is  the  day  of  conveTfion,  of  in* 
bringing  and  gathering  the  ele&.  Multitudes  have 
been  brought  in  to  Chrift  this  day.  '  5.  It  is  a  day  of 
accefs  to  God,  and  correfpondence  with  heaven  9  a  day 
yrhen  Chrift  is  to  be  feen  and  converted  with.  Yon 
may  not  enly  have  correfpondence  with  Chrift  at  a  dift* 
ance,  but  in*  mediate  accefs.  You  may.be  taklft  into 
the  palace,  the  prefence-chamber,  and  fee  the  king  in 
his  beauty,  hear  his  voice,  get  the  kifles  of  his  month, 
the  err  braces  of  his  arms  5  and  fhould  not  this  time  be 
redeemed  ?  6.  It  is  the  day  of  heaven's  feftival,  where* 
in  Chrift  ufeth  to  feaft  his  faints  with  the  fatnefs  of  Iw 
houfe.  7.  It  is  a  day  of  reaping  and  gathering,  mi 
for  laying  up  in  (tore  for  the  time  to  come.  8.  A  day 
for  afcending  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  to  fee  Chrift 
transfigured,  a  day  of  afcending  tq  mount  fifgah,  to 
fee  the  land  that  is  afar  off. 

2.  Redeem  Sabbath- time,  for  it  is  flying  fall  awif  \ 
you  may  have  but  a  few  more  Sabbaths  to  enjoy.  The 
Sabbath  is  fa  ft  approaching  that  will  be  your  laft  Sab* 
bath,  after  which  you  (hall  fee  no  more  in  this  world. 

3.  Redeem  Sabbath- time,  for  much  depends  on  it, 
the  glory  of  God,  and  fdlvation  of  your  immortal  fouls 
through  eternity.  So  important  is  the  bufinefc  that 
depends  on  the  improvement  of  your  Sabbath  time,  that 
it  would  call  for  the  improvement  of  every  moment: 
Yea,  though  each  of  you  had  ten  thoufand  Sabbaths  to 
fpend,  the  fcrvice  of  God,  and  faving  of  your  (bull, it 
fuch  a  vaft  work,  as  would  require  cyery  minute  of 
them. 

4.  Redeem  Sabbath- time,  for  we  cannot  recall  one 
Sabbath  that  is  pad  >  no,  though  we  had  a  world  to 
give  for  one  Sabbath,  we  could  not  recall  it,  O  many 
will  be  put  one  day  to  wi(h  and  cry  in  vain,  O  to  re- 
cover one  of  thefe  loft  Sabbaths,  wherein  I  liad  the  free 
rich  offer  of  a  crucified  Chrift. 

5    Redeem 
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£•  Redeem  Sabbath-time,  for  you  are  juft  ready  to 
pau  into  another  world,  where  you  muft  give  a  ftri£k 
account  of  every  Sabbath  you  have  enjoyed,  and  anfwer 
for  every  minute  of  precious  Sabbath- time.  How  will 
you  anfwer  for  all  the  Sabbtahs  you  have  mifimproven, 
for  the  Sabbaths  of  threefcore  years,  which  are  above 
three  thoufand :  O  that  will  be  a  terrible  Item  in  the 
accounts  of  old  gracelefs  tinners. 

Dire&ions  in  redeeming  Sabbath- time.  1.  Carefully 
avoid  whatever  hinders  it;  as  1.  Atheifm,  or  mifbelief 
of  the  truth,  and  of  the  great  end  and  defign  of  the 
Sabbath*  2.  Ignorance.  Many  are  fo  ignorant,  that 
they  think  if  they  pafs  away  the  Sabbath  without  any 
grofs  breach,  of  it,  they  do  well  enough.  3.  Sloth  and 
lazinefc.    Up  and  be  doing. 

2.  If  you  would  redeem  Sabbath-time,  repent  of 
former  mifimprovements,  and  humble  yourfelves  for 
loft  Sabbaths,  and  cry  for  mercy  through  Chrift's  aton- 
ing blood. 

3.  Study  to  recompence  former  mifmanagements  by 
your  future  diligence ;  as  a  traveller  who  finds  himfelf 
like  to  be  benighted  by  his  former  lazinefs,  mends  his 
pace,  and  goes  as  many  miles  now  in  one  hour,  as  for- 
meiiy  he  did  in  two. 

4.  Spend  every  Sabbath  now  as  it  were  your  laft ; 
and  this  approaching  Sabbath  be  as  diligent  on  it,  as  if 
it  were  your  laft  -,  prepare  for  it  in  the  evening j  get  up 
early  next  morning,  pray,  read,  meditate,  examine  your- 
felf,  pnd  wreftle  for  God's  prefence  with  you  in  the 
ordinances. 

5.  Hearken  prefently  to  Chrift's  calls  in  the  word  ? 
believe  and  embrace  Chrift's  do£trine,  and  his  righto 
oufnefs,  and  clofe  with  him  as  your  only  help  and 
remedy. 


R  r  a  MEDITATION 
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MEDITATION    V. 

Upon  John  xx.  ao.  And when  he fi faidybe  /betted  Am 
bit  bands  and  bis  feet.  Then  Wire  the  dt/tpbs  gfal, 
when  they  J aw  the  Lvrd. 

THIS  was  the  firft  Chriftian  Sabbath,  and  upon  it 
the  drfciples  met  for  the  work  and  duties  of  the  Aty 
prayer  and  Godly  conference.  Well,  did  the  difcfob 
meet  for  this  work  ?  Chrift  will  not  let  them  part  with- 
out his  peace  and  bleffing.  He  comes  in  the  midftof 
them,  when  the  doors  were  flint,  no  doom  nor  bands 
can  (hut  out  Chrift's  pre  fence  from  his  difeiples;  nd 
what  is  his  falutation  to  them  ?  w  Peace  be  unto  yoo.* 
A  molt  comprehenfive  bleffing !  This  was  the  legacy  ke 
had  left  them  a  few  days  before,  and  now  he  mutt 
prompt  and  ready  payment  of  it  to  them,  he  wiH  not  be 
long  owing  it.  Qtieft.  What  fort  of  peace  is  it  ?  Jhfi 
Peace  with  God,  peace  of  confidence,  and  peace  with 
ore  another.  This  was  a  bleffing  mod  fuitawe  to  them, 
who  were  fo  full  of  fears  and  disorders. 

After  this  fahuation,  he  gives  them  a  mod  comfort- 
able difcovery  of  his  pierced  hands  and  fide,  to  corrfitice 
them  of  the  truth  of  his  refurreftion,  which  they  were 
dill  in  doubt  of,  by  the  marks  and  fears  of  the  woands 
which  had  been  made  a  few  days  before  by  the  nails  md 
fpear  :  he  (hews  them  that  the  body  they  now  faw  afire, 
was  the  fame  individual  body  they  and  many  others  bad 
teen  dead  on  the  crofs  a  few  days  before.     From  th'ra, 

Obferve  i.  That  Chrift  retained  the  fears  of  his 
wounds  after  his  re  fur  red  ion.  He  was  not  aftiamedof 
them,  but  gloried  in  them,  as  conquerors  glory  in  the 
marks  of  their  wounds  afcer  bloody  battles.  Moreover, 
Chrilt  had  ufe  for  them;  i.They  were  to  fpeak  on 
eat.thj  and  den-oiiitrare  the  truth  of  his  refurre&ion  to 
the  world,  particularly  to  convince  unbelieving  Thomas. 
2.  They  were  to  fpeak  in  heaven,  by  the  interceflion 
that  he  makes*  for  his  people  there,  in  doing  whereof  he 

(hews 
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fitters  hit  wounds,  ar>d  therefore  he  afcended  wltfi  thcrn, 
and  now  appears  in  mid  (I  of  the  thronfe  as  a  lamb  (lain, 
wfeh  his  wttands  as  it  frere  bleeding  aftefo^  Rev»  v.  6. 
3.  Nay,  he  retains  then,  that  he  may  come  back  with 
them,  for  it  feems  they  will  be  then  viftble,  that  ene- 
mies may  look  on  him  whom  they  pierced,  Rev.  i.  7. 
u  Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds :  And  every  eye  (hall 
fee  him,  and  they  alfo  which  pierced  him." 

s.  Obferve  the  coridefcenfian  and  pains  of  a  crucified 
Jefus  to  fat  wry  his  difciples :  h?  (hewed  them  his  hands, 
he  t*  at  pains  firft  to  open  his  hands,  to  let  them  fee 
the  rtiarfcs  of  thrf  wounds  he  got  by  the  nails  driven 
therein.  Next  he  opens  his  bread,  to  let  them  fee  the 
wotted  he  got  in  his  fide  by  the  fpear  that  was  tbruft  in- 
to it.  O  the  condefcenfion  of  our  Lord,  to  confirm  the 
feith  of  his  poor  daggering  and  doubting  difciples. 

■-3.  Obfefve  the  effett  and  impreffion  of  this  fight  up- 
on the  difciples,  "  they  were  glad  when  they  faw  the 
LortL*  It  revived  their  drooping  fprrits,  it  convinced 
*  their  doubting  hearts,  and  drengthened  their  faith,  and 
faith  produces  joy,  Rom.  xv.  13.  1  Pet  i.  8.  Now 
Orrift  fulfilled  what  he  faid,  John  xvi.  2  a.  "  1  will  fee 
you  again,  and  your  heart  (haU'rejoice." 

Dofftritte.  A  believing  and  appropriating  view  of  the 
wounds  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Jefus,  is  a  mod  joyful 
fight, 

£$ueft*  What  grounds  of  joy  have  we  in  this  fight  ? 

Anf.  1.  This  fight  (hews  that  Chrid  hath  loved-  us, 
and  given  himfelf  for  us,  who  were  objs&s  of  wrath. 

2.  This  tells  us,  our  debt  is  paid,  jultice  is  fatisfi:d, 
-our  furety  is  rifen.  and  let  out  of  prilon. 

3.  We  have  grouod  of  jdy,  that  we  fee  a  (hclter  a- 

Sind  all  the  challenges  of  the  law  and  judice  of  God  \ 
r  Chrid  has  wrought  a  law  bidding  and  jufttce  faftsfy- 
ing  righteoufnef*.  Here's  our  ciry  of  refuge  againd  the 
avenger  of  blood.     Hew  glad  was  ths  manfUyer  at  this 

■  4%  live**  art  fitre  of  accefs  Land  acceptance  with  Go$. 
Why  ?  Here  is  a  powerful  ground  01  iwrerceflion,  the 
Grounds  and 'blood  of  the  Son  of  Ufc4, '«  wkieh  fp<&fc. 
«th  bet  w  things  than  that  vi  Abebw    die  'wounds  **t 

*'*«•  like 
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like  a  mouth  ftiil  open  for  thee  •,  the  blood  like  a  tongue 
ftill  fpeaking  for  thee. 

5.  The  £fth  ground  of  joy  is,  that  the  covenant  it 
confirmed,  whereby  thou  art  fafe  from  the  deluge,  the 
rainbow  appearing,  even  the  fcarlet- coloured  woundi 
and  blood  of  Chrift,  which  is  a  fure  token  of  God's 
covenant. 

Inference.  Then  we  have  reafon  to  blefe  God  for  the 
approach  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  more  efpecially  for  the 
news  of  a  communion  Sabbath  approaching,  wherein 
we  may  fee,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  the  wounds  of  a 
crucified  Jefus  discovered  to  us.  O  that  is  the  mod 
joyful  fight  the  world  ever  faw  !  Let  us  welcome  the 
Sabbath,  and  efpecially  a  communion  Sabbath,  which 
brings  us  fuch  a  Gght.  Every  Lord's  day  is  lovely  and 
defireable ;  but  a  communion  Sabbath  is  in  a  fpecial 
manner  a  day  of  the  Son  of  man,  a  folemn  and  high 
day,  a  day  to  be  remarked  and  remembered  by  all  the 
difciples'of  Jefus.  As  the  Sabbath  is  the  moft  eiccJ- 
lent  of  all  the  days  of  the  week,  fo  a  communion  Sab-, 
bath  is  the  moft  defireable  of  all  the  Sabbaths  of  the 
year :  For,  upon  fuch  a  day,  a  crucified  Jefus  is  mol. 
evidently  ftt  forth  before  our  eyes ;  then  he  appears  in 
his  dyed  garments,  glorious  and  red  in  his  apparel,  a 
moft  lovely  fight  to  the  eye  of  faith.  Thefe  are  days 
in  God's  courts  indeed,  far  better  than  a  thoufand  clfc- 
where. 


MEDITATION   VI. 

On  the  Sabbath  its  being  a  delight,  from  Ifaiah  lviii.  fy 

"  Call  the  Sabbath  a  delight." 

GREAT  flrefs  was  always  laid  upon  the  due  obfef- 
vation  of  the  Sabbath-day  ;  and  it  was  particularly  re- 
quired from  the  Jews,  when  they  were  captives  at  Baby- 
lon, that  by  keeping  this  day  they  might  diftinguifh 
themfelves  frpm  the  worshippers  of  the  Gods*  which 

have 
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have  not  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  Ifa.  lvi.  1.  2. 
We  muft  put  all  honour  and  refpeft  upon  it,  and  call 
k  a  delight,  not  a  tafk  or  burden.  We  muft  not  oily 
count  it  a  delight,  but  call  it  fo,  by  openly  profelfinj 
the  complacency  we  take  in  the  day  and  duties  of  it. 
We  muft  call  it  a  delight,  1.  To  God,  in  a  way  of 
thankfgiving  to  God  for  it,  and  earneft  defire  of  his 
grace  to  enable  us  to  do  the  work  of  the  day,  becaufe 
we  delight  in  it.  .2.  We  muft  call  it  fo  to  others,  to 
invite  them  to  come  and  {hare  with  us  in  the  pleafure 
of  it*  3.  We  muft  call  it  fo  to  ourfelves,  that  we  may 
not  entertain  the  leaft  thought  of  wifhing  t:i>:  Sabbith 
gone,  that  we  may  fell  corn  and  wine. 

S$ueft>  I-  What  is  imported  in  calling  the  Sabbath, 
a  delight?  Anf.  1.  A  belief  that  God  is  the  author 
and  ihftitutbr  of  it,  2.  A  knowledge  of  the  ends  and 
clefigna  of  it,  that  it  is  in  honour  of  God  the  Creator, 
and  of  Chrift  the  Redeemer,  and  for  our  good.  3.  A 
thankful  fenfe  of  God's  goodnefs  in  intlituting  the  Sab* 
bath,  it  being  a  day  of  communion  with  God.  4.  A 
high  cfteem  of  the  Sabbath,  as  the  bed  day  of  the  week. 
5.  A  chcarful  compliance  with  the  work  and  duties  of 
die  Sabbath.  6.  A  thinking  on  the  Sabbath,  looking, 
longing,  and  preparing  for  it;  before  it  come  7.  A 
conscientious  and  willing  performance  of  all  the  Sab- 
bath-duties.  8.  A  hiring  and  avoiding  all  thofe  evils 
and  practices  that  are  contrary  to  Sabbath- fancTifica- 
tion- 

Quefl*  When  may  it  be  faid  that  the  Saboath  13  our 
delight  ?  Anf  1.  It  is  our  delighr,  when  we  ellcem  it 
a  privilege  and  favour  from  God  to  have  the  Sabbath ; 
when  we  fay,  O  what  a  favour  from  God  is  this  to  m:9 
that  when  I  have  been  wearying  my  felt  (ix  days  for  the 
world,  God  hath  appointed  this  day,  that  we  may  re- 
fre(h  ourfelves  from  fuch  labours,  mind  our  fouls,  and. 
feek  after  heaven  If  we  value  God  above  the  world, 
and  the  joys  of  heaven  above  the  pleafures  on  earth, 
fo  we  will  certainly  value  this  day  above  all  other 
days. 

2.  It  is  our  delight^  when  we  make  it  a  day  of  vifit- 
Jrig  God,  and  keeping  communion  with  him  in  his  or- 
*'  '  dinaacec. 
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din..nce?.  The  people  of  the  world  find  delight  in  vi- 
fiiii  g  t} ■<  ir  fri'  i  ds,  and  converting  and  holding  fociety 
with  tlie-m  ;  but  much  mere  may  we  have  in  Tinting 
God,  and  fe«  incr  him  in  the  Ln&uary,  and  folding  fweet 
fellow  fh  p  u  ith  him  there* 

3.  When  we  are  not  fattened  this  dry  with  a  .hart 
appro  ich  to  God  ;  hut  when  we  go  to  God  this  day  as 
our  exceeding  joy  Pfal.  xliii.  4.  and  .place  our  happinefc 
in  the  fewing  cf  God,  and  enjoying  of  him ;  and  when 
we  go  with  joy  to  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  fat 
vation. 

4.  When  we  draw  forth  our  graces  into  holy  aftings 
and  vigorous  exccrx.il' :  the  more  we  are  employed  this 
day  in  the  aQi;  gs  of  faith  and  love,  and  hope  of  heaven, 
it  will  he  the  more  delight  to  us. 

5.  When  the  work  and  duties,  of  the  Sabbath  are,  ovx 
e'en  em  and  recreation  ;  when  we  are  in  David's  frame* 
Aal.  exxii.  1.  "  J  was  glad  when  they  faid  unto  m^ 
let  us  go  up  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord*"  This  h'pth 
phefied  of  believers  under  (he  gofpel,  that  they  flock  to 
ordinances  on  the  wings  of  delight,  "  as  doves  to  their 
windowe,"  Ifa.  lx«  8,  How  great  was  David's  delight 
in  them,  when  he  "  defires  it  as  one  thing,  that  he 
might  dwell  all  his  days  in  God's  houfe,  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,"  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  that  if,  that  he 
might  aiways  have  free  accefs  to  God's  houfe,  and  enjoy 
communion  with  God  there.  Hence  he  counts  "  aoay 
in  God's  courts  better  thun  a  thoufand  elfe where.* 
David  had  many  earthly  things  io  delight  in,  fiich  as, 
1.  Great  victories  over  enemies,  which  generals  and 
warriors  do  greatly  delight  in.  2.  He  had  palaces  and 
gaiden.%  which  great  men  do  delight  in.  3.  He  had 
inilrwr.cn  is  of  mufic  of  all  forts9  which  great  muficians 
lluch  as  l).;vid  the  futct  finger  of  Ifrael  was)  do  delight 
much  in  :  Yea  he  invented  to  hirr.felf  all  forts  of  mufical 
inil  runic  ntf,  Amos  vi.  5.  Well,  but  though  David 
knew  as  much  of  thefe  earthly  delights  as  n  oft  men, 
yet  he  r.clightvd  molt  of  all  in  tne  Sabbath,  "  a  day  in 
Gev.'s  ecu xt.-." 

(s.  It  is  w  dclighr,  when  we  find  increafe  and  growth 
of  sir«ue  in  and  by  the  ordinances.     \\^c  fee  men  delight 

"in 


n*  *  totfrfctfHfay  on  wK6R  ihet  gain  mti<A  bf  tfcfc  world  i 
tad  fttich  knote  will  -thty  dilrgfet  in  the  Lord's  dan 
whbfindUfcVr  toVe  to  titd'oh  It  mcrife  inflamed,  thett 
dfefirtt  fcftdf  Mm  mctr  enfefged,  afad  cheit  hope  of  hfta- 
Wtt  mOtt  confiHned.    "/■ 

•7.  h  is  4  delight  whert  trie  come  theteon,  to  difebver 
dttt'ixrtfeteft  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  atid  are  made  to  fee  that 
ft  Urafrfc  who  died  Arid  rife  from  the  dead  this  day  fot 
us.  Q,  how  delightful  to  think,  this'  is  the  day  m? 
Redeemer  Kved  again:  Do  others  delight  in  the  day  of 
thfcir  birth,  and  mall  not  I  delight  in  die  day  on  which 
toy  Lett!  did  live  fegafti  ? 

$.  It  is  a  delight  when  we  come  on  the  Sabbath  to 
gtt  affatattCe,  that  we  (hall  ketp  an  everlafting  Slbbath 
wim  God  above  i  And  if  a  trattfient  enjoyment  of  God 
ib  a  Sabbath  hfcre  be  fo  pleafant,  how  much  more  to 
tatfe  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  on  that  Sabbath  above 
to  all  tteinity ! 

&mJ*  3.  Do  not  the  fpecial  delights  of  the  Sabbath 
cJtcel  all  other  delights,  and  wherein  do  they  excel  ? 

Aqf.  1.  They  trail  fee  nd  them  in  their  foundation  \ 
tfiejr  are  well  founded,  not  on  miftakes  and  delufions, 
is  carnal  delights  and  pteafures  are,  but  on  the  fure 
wbrd  tf  God,  that  is  unalterable,  his  well  ordered  cove- 
nant* Carnal  men  rejoice  in  fancies  and  delufions,  but 
know  not  bow  matters  are  with  them.  If  they  knew 
how  neat  hell  and  damnation  they  are  \  if  they  knew 
the  (hortnefs  of  their  pleasures,  and  the  length  of  their 
farrows,  they  would  have  little  heart  to  fport  or  laugh  ; 
nay,  it  would  foon  turn  their  laughter  into  mourning 
and  lamentation* 

'  a.  Spiritual  delight6  furpafs  them  in  reality;  the  plea- 
Aires  of  the  wicked  are  but  feeming  and  outward,  but 
believers  delights  are  real,  hearty,  and  inward.  In  the 
fttidft  of  the  laughter  of  the  wicked,  their  hearts  are  fad ; 
though  their  fenfes  be  fomeway  tickled  and  affc£ted>  vet 
(he  heart  is  not*  But  with  believers  it  is  otherwise, 
Pfal  iv.  7  "  Thou  hail  put  more  gladnefs  in  my  heart," 
&C.    Spiritual  delight  goes  to  the  heart. 

3*  They  are  fuitabie  delights,  feeing  they  are  intel- 
lectual.   Carnal  delights  in  drinking,  fporcing,    &c. 

Voj..  IV.  Ss  make 
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make  men  more  like  beads  than  men.  Thcheiftahave 
pain  and  pleafuie  by  their  fenfes,  bat  not  forrpvr  nor 
delight,  becaufe .  thde  art  intel(e£luaL  So  the  yaj  tf 
carnal  men  U  rather  pleafurc  than  delight  $  hot  the 
more  inte'Ie£tual  and  chafte  our  delights  arc,  the  more 
pure  and  fuitable  ate  they  to  the  human  nature :  Yea/ 
the  more  our  delights  are  in  loving,  piaiGng,  and  wor- 
shipping God  on  the  Sabbath,'  they  make  us  more  lite 
angels  than  men. 

4.  They  furpafa  them  in  innocency.  Carnal  delightt, 
the  more  we  ufe  them,  the  more  we  are  enfnareel  by 
them  ;  they  pervert  the  heart,  diforder  the  mind,  and 
indifpofe  for  duty  :  But  fpiritual  delights  have  no  fuch 
effect ;  they  are  fo  far  from  perverting  or  difbrxkrin^ 
that  they  corroborate  and  Strengthen  the  graces  \  thejf 
compofe  and  purify  the  mind ;  they  make  fin  the  mere 
odious,  and  fortify  us  the  more  againft  the  baits  of  fenfe. 

5.  They  excel  them  in  fecurity.  Spiritual  delights 
are,  pure  like  .cry (la  1  dreams,  whereas  carnal  defijptt 
ure  imbiucred  with  fear,  (tings  of  confciencc,  and  fcbfc 
qi  guilt. 

6.  Thvy  excel  them  in  ftrength  and  fweetnefs.  There 
is  delight  in  thinking  on  our  temporal  intereftV,  but 
much  more  in  thinking  on  Chriit,  and  our  intcrcftin 
him,  and  the  well  ordered  covenant :  Yea,  there  is  more 
delight  in  the  hardefl:  part  of  Sabbath- work,  viz  in 
mortifying  one  (in  or  luft,  than  carnal  men  have  in  fa* 
tibfying  a  thoufand. 

7.  They  are  more  profitable  delights.  There  is  more 
profit  in  one  day,  yea,  one  hour's  communion  with  God, 
than  in  the  worldly  gains  of  a  thoufand  market-day's. 
Oh!  do  men  toil  hard  in  labouring  fix  days  of  the  week 
for  gains  of  the  world,  and  will  we  not  labour  one  day 
for  that  which  endurcth  to  everlafting  life  ? 

8.  They  are  more  fatisfying  than  all  worldly  delights. 
SuTely  there  is  more  fatisi  action  in  the  fpiritual  recrea- 
tions of  this  day,  than  in  all  carnal  fports  and  paftimes 
whatfoevcr.  O  what  fatibfaclion  is  there  in  thinking 
on  the  work  of  redemption,  and  of  all  that  Chriit  did 
and  fuftcrcd  for  tKe  accompliihment  of  it  ?  What  a 
plcafant  recreation  is  it  to  iind  and  feci  the  actings  of 

love 
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i  defire  to  God,  and  to  have  a  fenfe  of  God's 
to  the  foul ;  to  meoitate  oh  the  eternal  Sabbath 
from  fin,  fickuefs,  temptation,  and  all  evil  what- 
and  of  joining  in  the  perfed  love  and  praifes  of 
fled  company  above  to  all  eternity  ? 
hey  furpafs  them  in  this,  that  they  end  well, 
5  carnal  delights  do  not  Carnal  delights  are  like 
:klrag  of  thorns  under  a  pot ;  they  make  a  great 
id  noife  for  a  little,  but  then  they  go  out  in  dark- 
ir,  like  the  light  of  a  candle,  that  doth  (hine  for 
but  then  goes  out  in  a  (linking  fnurT  So  with 
lelights,  they  make  way  for  forrow,  "  for  the  end 
mirth  is  heavinefs,"  according  to  Prov.  xiv.  13. 
delight  and  recreations,  efpecially  on  the  Sabbath, 
i  fling  behind  them,  whenever  confcience  is 
ed,  and  thefe  are  the  forerunners  of  hell. 
?•  4.  What  are  thofe  things  in  the  Sabbath  we 

0  delight  in  ? 

1.  In  the  ieffraints  which  the  Sabbath  lays  on 
lindering  us  from  our  worldly  employments  and 
ons,  and  from  all  the  pleafures  of  fin  j  this  we 
delight  in* 

1  the  duties  and  fervices  which  the  Sabbath  ob- 
is unto. 

?.  5.  What  are  thofe  duties  and  fervices  of  the 
l,  which  we  ought  to  delight  in  ? 
1.  There  are  public  fervices  and  duties  which 
lid  delight  in  3  as  in  the  hearing  of  the  word, 
praifes,  and  receiving  of  the  facraments. 
rivate  duties,  as  reading  of  the  word,  prayer, 
ion,  Chriftian  conference,  mourning  for  fin,  &c. 
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FAIR    AND    IMPARTIAL 

TESTIMONY, 

ESSAYED   IK  NAME  OF  A  NUMBER  OF 

inisters,  Elders,  and  Christian  People  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  unto  the  laudable  Principles,  Wreft- 
lings,   and  Attainments  of  that  Church;   and 
againft  the  Backflidings,  Corruptions,  Di- 
visions, and  prevailing  Evils,  both  of 
former  and  prefent  Times. 

AND  NAMELY, 

The  Defections  of  the  Established  Church;  of  the 

Nobility,  Gentry,    Commons,  Seceauj^ 

Episcopalians,  &c. 

CONTAINING 

.  brief  Historical  Deduction  of  the  chief  Occurrence* 

in  this  Church  from  her  beginning  to  the  Year  1744* 

with  Remarks  :    And  Humble  Pleadings  wttk 

'    our  Mother  Church,  to  exert  herfelf  to 

(lop  Defection,  and  promote 

Reformation* 


ATTESTED    AND   ADHERED   UNTO   BY   SUNDRY   MINISTER*. 


Psal.  ci.  3.    I  hate  the  work  of  them  that  turn  afide*  it  4»§  aot 

cleave  to  me. 
Isa.  rliii.  10.    Ye  are  my  witnefles,  faith  the  Lord. 
Szek.  xliii.  iz.    Shew  them  the  form  of  the  houfe,  and  write  fc 

in  their  fight. 
hs,  lviii.  1.    Shew  the  houfe  of  Jacob  their  fins. 
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PREFACE. 


THOUGH  I  be  far  lefc  fit  for  framing  a  Testimony 
to  the  principles,  wreftlings,  and  attainments  of  this 
church,  and  againft  the  corruptions,  defections,  and  evils 
of  the  times,  than  many  of  my  brethren  ,  yet,  being  en- 
couraged by  fome  whom  I  highly  value  to  undertake  it9 
and  finding  none  elfe  inclined  to  it,  I  have  e flayed  it 
through  Divine  ftrength,  hoping  to  fee  a  WitncJJing  Body 
appear  within  this  church,  as  well  as  without  it,  at  leail 
fome  who  would  defire  to  teftify  againft  the  evils  of  the 
day  with  juft  zeal,  impartiality,  and  meeknefs. 

No  fooner  fet  I  my  face  to  it,  but  I  faw  it  to  be  a  mat* 
ter  of  great  difficulty  to  fleer  a  ftraigbt  courfe,  without 
fwerving  to  the  right  or  left  hand,  in  thefe  reeling  and 
fluking  times,  when  fuch  different  opinions  are  vented, 
provocations  are  given,  calumnies  are  fpread,  and  mens 
paflions  are  ftirred  on  each  fide,  fo  that  even  the  meekeft 
and  wifeft  are  ready  to  dagger  :  I  found  alfo  the  difficulty 
increafe,  from  the  divided  fentiment  of  godly  mini  Hers 
with  rcfpe&  to  fome  particular  occurrences,  and  the  ftroag 
inclination  of  many  to  live  at  eafe,  enjoy  quiet,  and  even 
to  fit  down,  Iftachar-like,  and  couch  under  the  burden, 
when  hopes  of  relief  do  not  appear.  Thefe  things  greatly 
difcouraged  me  to  proceed  in  the  defign. 

But  when  I  duly  weighed  and  confide  red  the  growing 
dangers  of  the  church,  the  backfliding  difpofition  that  frill 
prevailed,  and  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  all  other  methods 
to  recover  her  from  it,  fuch  as  Dijfents%  Prott/is%  Injlruc- 
tionSy  RefrefentationS)  Petitions,  Separations,  SeceJJions,  &c. 
and   that  the  only  mean   now  left  to  be  tried,  for  giving 
check  to  corruption,  and  exciting  reformation,  fee  me  d  to 
be  that  of  an  honeft  Teflimony  of  fome  within  the  church  : 
I  determined  at  length  to  go  on   through  all  difficulties 
find  difcouragements,  to  prepare  and  publifh  the  following 
l^fTay,  with  a  fincere  intention  to  preferve  the  Mother- 
church,  and  promote  her  interefls $  looking  to  Heaven  for 
%  ble fling  on  it,  that  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  excite  judicatories 
(q  put  a  flop  to  fome  evils,  and  reform  fome  things  amifs : 
-And  though  it  fhould  have  little  effect  on  the  prefent  back* 
Aiding  age,  yet  hoping  it  may  be  ufeful  to  the  rifing  gene- 
ration, 
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vMtfOff}   wMn    IjwO    IBM1    lCnfl   tI*  ££nCnH~"VWivM"* 

Chriftianity  in  thfe  tent]  $  at  flicb  a  tjiie'fhe  fubfcribcn  of 
this  teftimony_wiii  continue,  _when  dead,  thus  to  (peak,  \o 
die"  glory  of  the  ever  living  Redeemer. 

I  confidered  alfo  within  myfelf  that  our  old  {offering 
toinifters  were  ill  gbtie  on*  the  ftage,  anil  tnany  Otter1  wftr- 
ihy  brethren  were  going  off  from  thse  to  time,  and  that  I 
myftlf  got  Frequent  warning*  to  prepare  tor  going  :  aitfiar1 
the  feme  time,  thai  numbers  of  eminent  good  tiled  tihtf 
into  the  filent  grave,  without  leaving  any  teftiniony  bcMfld 
thtin  j  fo  that  in  a  thort  time  it  may  Be  called  in  GUerUdfl 
what  their  mind  was  concerning  the  principles  and  attala- 
tnents  of  our  fathers,  and  the  corruption's  of  prefemVafld1 
roTmtr  times  $  and,  if  I  continuedto  linger  a  Uttltf  loifg& 
this  would  be  my  own  fate  alfo.     Wlterefbre  t  rtftuVWW 
Wtpofe  this  Effay,  and  myfelf  likewiife,  to  the  fcfcrm)re~of 
the  world;  and  though  1  mould  be  charged  with  tiicab 
and  klrKh   views' in  it,  as  afFe&ibg  Angularity,  tt  riflAd, 
applaufejtom  fame*  &c.  if  the  Lord  call  me  to  beirfi- 

!>roach  in  carrying  on  a  good  defign,  Why  tfiouid  1  'pA 
btrniit  to  it  ?  Surely  it  may  be  thodght  that  6he  of  fijf 
age  fhbuld  be  dead  to  thefe  vanities,  and  that  It  is  Mgli 
time  for  me  to  be  feeking  the  approbation  of  niy  fjreat 
Judge,  more  than  thit  of  all  the  woild.  May  1  eterifliria 
this ! 

Qtoefl.  It  is  like  it  may  be  afked,  What  warrant  nave 
ye  lor  emitting  fuch  a  Tellimony  ? 

Jtnf.  The  reaibns  ahd  grounds  of  it  feem  fo  plain  boffi 
from  fcriprure  and  found  reafon,  that  we  may  adventure 
to  fubmit  them  to  all  thinking  perfons  to  judge  of  therfl. 

J.  The  feivants  of  God,  and  efpecially  minifters  of  the 
gofpcl,  are  frequently  in  bcripture  called  his  Witnesses  j 
in  regard  they  are  called  to  give  tellimony  to  his  truths 
and  ways,  and  to  bear  whnefs  againft  what  is  prejudicial 
or  contrary  thereunto,  Rev.  xi.  3,  7.  Luke  xxiv.  48. 
John  v.  3-.  and  xv.  27.  A&s  i.  8.  and  xxii.  15,  18.  and 
xxv).  19.  It  is  by  fuch  witnefs-bearing  that  we  mull  hold 
fail  the  truth*  of  God  when  ready  to  be  plucked  from  us, 
and  to  contend  for  the  faith  which  he  hath  delivered  to 
his  faint*,  Rev.  iii.  11.  Jude  vcrle  3.  And  id  this  way 
we  are  to  wreftle  with  and  overcome  truth's  adverfaries, 
Rev.  xii.  1 1.  *  They  overcame  by  the  blood  of  tKe  Lamb, 
and  the  word  of  their  tcAimony.'  The  character  which 
God  gives  his  iervants  tince  times  in  the  compafs  of  a 
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few  verfes  (hould  make  very  deep  impreflion  upon  u% 
J  fa.  xliii.  10,  12.  and  xlif.  8.  *  Ye  are  my  witnrfTes,  faith 
the  Lord/  And  it  is  in  that  capacity  he  calls  and  requires 
us  to  '  confefs  Chrift  before  men,1  to  '  bear  witnefs  to 
Cbrift  and  to  his  truths,9  to  (  ftand  fa  ft  in  the  kith,9  to 
*  quit  ourfelves  like  men,'  to  '  be  ftrong,*  to  *  be  ftcd- 
faft,'  to  •  be  zealous  and  valiant  for  the  truth,'  to  *  be 
faithful  unto  death,'  to  *  contend  earneftlv  for  the  faith, 
and  fist  ourfelves  for  the  defence  of  the  gofpel,'  to  '  plead 
with  our  mother/  to  •  keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  charge  of  his  fan&uary,'  to  *  keep  that  which  is  com- 
mitted to  our  truft,'  to  '  be  clean  who  bear  the  veflels  of 
the  Lord,  aud  not  to  touch  the  unclean  thing,'  to  '  fave 
ourfelves  from  an  untoward  generation,1  to  '  keep  our 
garments  clean  and  unfpotted  from  the  world/  to  *  hate 
the  woik  of  them  that  turn  afide,  that  it  may  not  cleave 
to  us,*  to  *  keep  ourfelves  pure,  and  not  to  be  partakers 
of  other  mens  fins,'  to  *  flee  from  fin,  and  deliver  every 
man  his  own  foul,'  to  '  abhor  what  is  evil,'  to  '  cleave 
unto  the  Lord,  and  to  that  which  is  good,'  to  '  keep  our- 
felves from  the  accurfed  thing,*  to  4  be  watchmen  to  the 
houfe  of  lfrael,  and  give  them  warning  from  God,'  to 
'  cry  aloud  and  not  (pare,  to  (hew  the  houfe  of  Jacob  their 
fins,*  to  *  reprove. the  works  of  darknefs ;  not  to  fuffef  fin 
upon  our  brother,'  to  '  be  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men, 
and  not  to  fhun  to  declare  all  the  counfel  of  God.'  Now 
tbefe  multiplied  Scripture  texts  and  Divine  precepts  afford 
us  clear  and  plain  warrant  to  make  an  open  appearance  and 
declaration  for  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  for  his  truths 
and  ways  when  injured  ;  and  againft  the  evils  and  corrup- 
tions of  the  times,  efpecially  when  they  are  avowed  and 
infectious,  and  like  to  infect  more  and  more. 

If.  Writing  and  leaving  a  teftiraony  behind  us  to  true 
religion,  and  againft  error  and  corruption,  is  nectffary  and 
ufeful  for  the  inftru&ion,  conviction,  and  confirmation 
both  of  the  prefent  and  future  generations,  and  a  very 
proper  mean  for  handing  down  God's  truths  and  inftitu- 
tions  pure  from  age  to  age ;  which  is  a  debt  that  one  ge- 
neration owes  to  another,  at  God  declares  in  his  word, 
Pfai.  lxxviii.  5.  6.  7.  *  He  eftabliihed  a  teft'rmony  in  Ja- 
cob, and  appointed  a  law  in  Ifrael,  which  he  commanded 
our  fathers  that  they  (hould  make  them  known  to  their 
children  j  that  the  generation  to  come  might  know  them, 
even  the  children  which  (hould  be  born,  who  (hould  arife 
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and  declare  them  to  their  children  :  That  they  might  fef 
their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but 
keep  his  commandment*.*     Pfal.  cxlv.  4.  c  Oue  genera- 
tion lb  all  praife  thy  works  to  another  and  (hall  declare  thy 
mighty  a£h.'     And,  according  to    Pfal.  cii.  18.     God's 
wotks  of  grace  and  mercy  are  to  be  '  written  for  thtf  ge- 
nerations to  come,  that  the  people  which  are  to  be  created 
may  praife  the  Lord-'     And  we  are  injoined,  Pfal.  xlviii. 
13.  to  •  walk  about  Zion,  to  tell  her  towers,  mark  faer 
bulwarks  and  palace?,'  viz.  the  inftitutions  and  ornament* 
of  the  gofpel  church,  *  that  we  may  (hew  them  to  the  gene- 
ration following.'     And  we  are  appointed,  Ezek.  xliii.  11. 
to  '  (hew  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  the  form  and  fafiiion  of 
the  houfe  of  God,  with  the  ordinances  and  laws  thereof, 
and  to  write  it  in  their  fight,  that  they  may  keep  them 
and  do  them.*      All   thefe  do   plainly  demonstrate  our 
Scripture  warrant  for  leaving  fuch  written  teftimooies  be* 
hind  us. 

111.  Writing  and  emitting  faithful  teflimonies  for -God 
and  his  ways,  is  neceffary  and  feafonable,  efpecially  in 
times  of  corruption  and  backflidihg,  even  when  true  reli- 
gion is  in  danger.  In  fuch  times  Chrift  doth  kindly  accept 
and  reward  our  open  (  confe fling  of  him*  and  his  troths 
before  men,  Rev.  ii.  2.  Mattb.  x.  32.  And,  on  the  orher 
hand,  he  feverely  threatens  our  conniving  at  error  and  im- 
piety, and  not  bearing  teftimony  againft  them  when  they 
abound,  Rev.  ii.  14.  15.  16.  Now,  is  not  the  backfliding 
day  in  which  we  live  a  proper  feafon  for  fuch  open  con- 
feflions  and  faithful  teflimonies,  when  errors  of  all  kinds 
are  tolerate,  approven  truths  are  run  down,  and  manifold 
corruptions  prevail,  to  the  difhonour  of  God  and  our  holy 
religion  \  and  when  applications  to  judicatories  for  rcdrcfr 
are  unfucccfrful  ?  Surely  it  muft  be  in  fuch  a  time  as  this, 
that  God  calls  his  fervants  and  witncfTes  to  •  rife  up  for 
him  (by  faithful  teflimonies)  againft  the  evil-doers,  and 
fland  up  for  him  againft  the  woikers  of  iniquity,*  Pfah 
xciv.  16. 

Ohjeft.  Some  perhaps  will  fay,  The  corruptions  and 
grievances  of  the  times  are  not  fo  great  as  fome  are  ready 
to  make  them. 

AnJ.  No  doubt  fome  do  aggravate  them  beyond  what  is 
true  and  juft.  But,  if  what  thefe  fay  be  fe£l,  who  ufc  to 
{peak  within  bounds,  vi%.  1.  That  a  fpirit  of  infidelity 
and  error  greatly  prevails  in  the  land,  and  open  attacks 
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•re  ma\de  upon  the  holy  Scriptures  and  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion;    2.  That  a  free  toleration  is  given  to  all  kinds  of 
error,  Arminian,  Socinian,  Arian,  PopiQi,  Deiftical,  &c. 
which  are  fp  reading  more  and  more.     3.  That  fundry  of 
the  clergy  are  fufpe&ed  of,  and  changed  more  than  for* 
xnefly,  not  only  with  loofenefs  and  immoralities  in  their 
live*,  but  alfo  with  laxnefs  and  unfoundnefs  in  their  princi* 
pies  %  and  fame  of  thefe  are  allowed  to  pofiefs  eminent 
pods  in  college?,  and  even  to  teach  divinity,  and  train  up 
young  men  for  the  holy  mimftry.     4.  That  many  of  thefe 
have  00  regard  to  act  7th  affembly  1736,  with  refpeft  to 
evangelical  preaching,  but  take  up  with  legal  do&rine, 
And  a  fort  of  heathenifh  morality,   inftsdd  of  preaching 
Chrift  to  tinners,  which  ought  to  be  the  main  bufinefs  of  * 
every  gofpel  minifter.     5.  That  many  of  them  give  great 
encouragement  to  patronage,  that  woful  ufurpation  over 
the  church  of  God,  when  they  are  under  no  neceflity  from 
the  laW  to  do  it.     6.  That  grofs  intrufions  are  continued 
Upon  Chriftian  congregations,  who  are  thereby  fpoiled  of 
their  right  to  call  their  own  paftors,  contrary  to  the  word 
of  God  and  our  known  principles,     7.  That  there   are 
now  mod  unreafonable  divifions,  ill  grounded  and  unferip- 
tural  reparations,  among  found  and  godly   Prefbyterians ; 
contrary  to  C  Drift's  royal  law  of  love,  and  precepts  of 
'  keeping  the   unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.' 
Si  That  there  are  ftrange  liberties  taken  by   many  (of 
whom  better  things  might  have  been  ex  peeled)   in   re- 
proaching the  work  of  God's  holy  Spirit,  in  awakening, 
convincing,  and  bringing  loft   finners  home  to  himfelf. 
y.   That  the  iipifcopal  clergy  ate  forfakiog  the  Proteftant 
caufc,  licking  up  old  Popifh  errors  and  fuperftitions  which 
their   lathers   call   out,:   and   Hiding    gradually   back   a- 
gain  to  Rome.     Now,  if  thtfe  things  be  true  (as  many  al« 
ledge  with  too  mach  ground)   Chrift's  witneftes  have  a 
plain  call  from  him  to  ftand  up  again  ft  ihefc  defections  by 
faithful  ceftimonies,  and  to  give  tree  warning  of  the  evil 
stod  danger  of  them  before  it  be  too  late. 

IV.  A  written  fubferibed  teftimony  feenis  neceflary  in 
obedience  to  the  Ninth  Commandment,  for  preferving  and 
clearing  the  names  and  characters  of  horreft  ministers  and 
elders,  in  times  of  detection,  and  for  vindicating  them  from, 
the  common  charge  of  the  corruptions  and  wrong  fteps 
of  the  Cicicties  wliereof  they  are  members.  As  they  are  ' 
often  leaded  utijuitly  with  thefe  evils,  fo  their  giving  a 
Tt  2  fubfcribec* 
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fubfcribed  te  flimor.v  again  ft  them  is  a  proper  waj  to  wipe 
off  afperfions  from  their  names  while  they  live,  to  preveat 
biacknin?  of  their  memories  when  dead,  and  alio  to  yield 
them  much  inward  pejce  when  dying.   Wherefore,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  call  feems  to  be  pretty  clear  to  them 
who  deiire  to  keep  their  garments  unfpoiedy  mud  to  baU  tbi 
work  of  them  that  turn  afide%  thai  it  may  not  cleave  to  tbtm, 
and  who  would  ex  balm  their  names  to  poftertty  as  vrft- 
nefTes  for  God  in  an  evil  time,  to  declare  their  minds,  br 
joining  in  fuel)  a  tefti irony  as  this,  and  thereby  exoaer 
their  conferences  with  refpeel  to  the  back  Aiding  and  de- 
fections under  which  they  have  been  long  groaning.  And 
whatfoever  their  hand  finds  to  do  in  this  matter,  it  b  fit 
they  do  it  without  lofs  of  time,  feeing  their  (landing  isia 
flipper?  every  day  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave. 

V.  Emitting  teftimonies  in  time  of  defection  hath  beta 
the  approven  practice  of  God's  worthies  in  former  times. 
They  judged  their  giving  written  teftimonies  agaioft  grow- 
ing errors  and  corruptions,  to  be  the  lifting  up  a  banner  fa 
truth,  and  the  proper  means  to  flop  the  current  of  defec- 
tion, and  to  excite  and  plead  with -their  Mother  toufc  hei 
belt  endeavours  for  that  effccl.    We  have  Hill  extant  fuck 
faithful  teftimonies  given  by  fundry  minifters  in  the  yean 
l6;8  and  1659,  when  a  toleration  was  granted  by  law  to 
the  ft  claries  and  errors  which  then  prevailed  :  and  namely, 
that  iamous  teftimony  drawn  up  againft  thefe  errors,  and 
to  the  doctrine,  worfhip,  difcipline,  and  government  of 
this  church,  fubferibed  by  Mr  Samuel  Rutherford,  Mr 
James  Wedderburn,  Mr  James  Guthrie,  Mr  Alexandec 
Moncrieff,  Mr  Thomas  Lundie,  and  many  others.     Like- 
wife  a  teftimony  againft  toleration  by  the  prefbytery  of 
Edinburgh,   jjth  06b  be r  1659.     One  by  the  minifteri  of 
Lancafliire,  3d  March  1648.     One  by  Mr  George  Gil- 
lefpic,  two  days  before  his,  death.     One  by  the  minifteri 
of  London,   14th  December  1647.     0"e  Dv  Mr  Ruther- 
ford on  his  death-bed,  February  166  r.  One  by  Dr  Hor- 
neck  againft  ftage-plays,  &c.     And,  iqflly,  What  are  all 
the  dying  fpeeches  which  our  martyrs  have  left  written 
behind  them,  but  fo  many  teftimonies  to  the  truths  aod 
ways  of  God,  and  againft  the  erxors  and  corruptions  of 
their  times  ?     And  thefe  teftimonies,  however  much  de- 
fpifed  by  the  world,  God  hath  blotted  as  means  for  con- 
tinuing truth  and  gofpei  purity  among  us  to  this  day* 
And  who  knows  but  the  Teftimony  now  effayed,  in  imi- 
tation 
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tation  of  the  forefaid  worthier,  may  likewife  be  of  aft  for 
preferring  truth,  and  exciting  reformation,  when  many  of 
the.prefent  back  Aiding;  generation  are  laid  in  the  duft  ?  A 
Dew  turn  of  affairs,  .and  general  revival,  may  yet  come: 
(The  Lord  himftlf  hallen  it  !)  Now  it  will  be  highly 
ufeful  at  foch  a  time,  for  the  generation  to  know  Tome- 
tbing  of  the  fentiments  and  pra&icek  of  ancient  wretilert 
again  it  corruption.  Were  there  no  tefti  monies  of  thi* 
kind,  both  the  knowledge  of  truth,  and  the  ftnfe  of  dutjr 
•nd  of  fin,  in  fun  dry  cafes,  would  be  loft  to  the  rifiug  aj»c«, 
towards  whom  we  of  the  prefent  age  are  indifpenfibly 
bound  to  a&  a  kind  and  faithful  part,  vi%.  to  give  them  juft 
information. 

Obje&.  It  may  be  alleged,  u  That  the  diffent*  and 
cootmdings  of  houed  minirters,  recofded  in  the  books  o£ 
fynods  and  prefbytems,  and  other  judicatories,  are  futfi- 
cient  to  inform  after  ages." 

jfnf*  Thefe  tcftiraonies  commonly  ly  dormant  in  church- 
records,  and  are  little  known  in  the  world  :  and  frequent- 
ly thefe  regifters  are  quite  loft,  by  their  going  from  hand 
to  hand,  or  by  the  depth  of  their  keepers  ;  which  indeed 
11  a  very  great  loft  to  after  ages.  Were  all  die  te ft i mo- 
nies of  minifters  and  judicatories,  .relating  to  patronages 
and  accepting  of  prefenution',  publifhed,  they  might  be  of 
very  great  ufe  ;  and  particularly  the  ails  of  fynods  thece- 
anent,  mentioned  p<  54.  of  the  Tcftimony.  The  fynodt 
of  Aberdeen,  Rofs,  Angus,  Perth,  Fife,  &c.  they  made 
a£b  of  that  kind,  feverals  of  which  I  have  feen,  which 
well  deferve  to  be  publifhed.  The  fub (lance  of  them  be- 
ing comprehended  in  the  ad  of  the  fynod  of  Fife,  I  thali 
infer t  it  here. 

44  At  Coupar,  April  2d  1735.  The  fynod  of  Fife  tak- 
ing into  their  ferious  consideration,  that  patronage*,  with 
power  of  prefenting  men  to  take  the  overfight  of  foult,  is 
a  manifeft  encroachment  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  church  of  Chrift,  which  the  judicatories  and  faithful 
members  of  this  church  from  its  reformation  have  always 
complained  of,  and  liruggled  againii,  as  what  deprives 
Chrxriian  congregations  of  that  interelt  they  ou^ht  to  have 
in  Calling  their  own  paftors,  and  which  is  claimed  and 
afferted  by  the  affemblies  of  this  church  :  And  fun  he* 
confide  rin^,  that  fome  do  accept  of  presentations  btLre 
any  call  from  the  vacant  congregation*,  and  without  the 
advice  and  cocfent  of  the  pretty tery  of  thr  bounds,  a:.d 
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Jbmetimes  even  before  the  parifhioners  have  occafioo  ft 
hear  them,  or  (hew  their  inclinations  to  them  $  and  adhere 
to  their  prefentations,  not  with  (landing  the  averfioo  of  the 
congregations,  and  thereby  give  great  offence,  in  (hewiag 
fo  little  regard  to  the  weighty  ends  of  a  gofpel- miniflry, 
the  glorv  of  the  great  and  chief  Shepherd,  and  the  edifi- 
cation of  his  6ock»  and  in  affording  too  much  occafion  to 
people  to  look  on  them  as  feeking  more  a  living  to  them* 
lelves  than  to  feive  the  Lord  Jefu>  Chrift,  Therefore  the 
fynod  of  Fife  do  hereby  give  warning  to  all  minifters  and 
preachers  of  the  gofpel  within  their  bounds,  of  the  evil 
and  danger  of  fuch  undue  acceptance  of  prefentations  v 
earneftly  exhorting  and  admonilhing  to  beware  thereof,  a* 
they  would  not  mar  the  edification  of  Chrift 'a  flock,  auL 
continue  this  heavy *grieva nee  upon  this  church,  and  ex- 
pcfe  themfclves  to  the  juft  cenfure  of  its  judicatories.  And* 
to  the  intent  this  admonition  may  be  the  more  regarded, 
the  fynod  appoints  a  copy  thereof  to  be  recorded  in  all 
the  pre  tbytery- books  within  that  bounds;  and  that  thee 
prtfbyteries,  at  their  firft  meeting  after  the  minutes  of  tke 
fynod  come  to  their  hands,  caufe  read  the  fame  judicially* 
and  alfo  give  copies  thereof  to  all  the  minifters  and  preach- 
ers within  their  bounds,  and  likewife  fuch  ftudents  of  di- 
vinity as  may  be  prefently  order  their  trials,  or  heicafteJi 
may  be  taken  on  trials  by  them  ;  and  that  hereafter,  be- 
fore they  enter  any  upon  trials,  either  for  preaching  the 
gcfpel,  or  for  the  holy  miniftry,  they  endeavour  to  under - 
Hand  their  fervtiments  'anent  prefentations  being  a  grie?  - 
ance  to  this  church,  and  their  refolution  to  obferve  the 
recommendation  of  this  a&.'  But  it  muft  be  told,  wittc 
deep  regret,  that  thtf'e  zth  cf  fynods,  not  being  fupport- 
ed  by  fuperior  judicatories,  came  lb  on  to  be  disregarded: 
*nd  fo  the  door  of  patronage  is  (till  kept  Open,  whereby  £ 
corrupt  miniltry  enters  into  the  church :  May  the  LorC 
in  meicy  (hut  that  door  !  Alas,  bow  fad  and  mournful  * 
thing  is  it,  that  ministers  and  preacher*  have  no  pity  up- 
on tliis  once  famous  chuich,  which  is  already  defaced,  to  ^ 
corrupted,  and  likely  to  be  corrupted  more  and  more,  b^ 
patronage  and  prefentations  j  when  it  is  plainly  in  the*1 
power  to  di liver  their  M other-church  from  this  wofa* 
corruption  and  bondage  !  Oh  what  hard  and  cruel hesri- 
mult  many  minifiers  and  preachers  now  hafve  \ 

1  here  is  one  thing  to  be  lamented,  which  tends  to  bring 
V*  a  frr  cf  ciergv,  wiso    have  r.o  fcruplc  to  encourage p*- 
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tfonajre,  intrufion*,  error  and  loofenefs  ;  namely,  the  plant- 
JPgo£  our  univerfities  with  mailers,  who  arc  cither  fufpsft- 
t^8§  to  tbeir  principles  or  moral*,  or  who  have  little  zeal 
for  orthodoxy  or  piety.      When  fuch  men  are  appointed 
to  be    beads  of  colleges,  profeffors  of  fcience%  languages, 
or  divinity,  for  training  up  of  young  men  for  the  mini  dry  5 
what    is  to  be  expected  from  the  ftudent*  under  their  care, 
but  tWat  many  of  them  will  be  leavened  with  bid  princi- 
ples   am  nd  inclinations  ?     And  how  can   better   iruuers   in 
colics  j£i*or  profeffors  of  divinity  be  looked  for,  while  thrfe 
are  cbefen  by  ftatefmen,  magiftrates,  or  regents,  feverals  of 
whoraa  have  no  real  concern  for  Chriftianhy,  but  m.iy  even 
be  ta  c*  dared  with  error  or  inGdelity  ?   Alas !  whilft  matters 
(Unci    thus  with  u«,  if  private  meafures  be  not  tak.cn  by 
mentis  of  the  church  to  get  found  and  pious  men  to  trtc'ti 
divinity,  befides  thofe  in  colleges  this  church  avy  foon 
beoxrerrnn  with  corruption,  loofcnefs  and  error  of  ail  forts; 
whicrVi  I  pray  the  Lord  in'mercy  to  prev-.-nt. 

Some  may  objsft,  *  Why  do  ye  infill  fo  much  again  CI 
P**r *>rage,  feeing  this  was  in  the  church  in  former  time* 
°*  pi"efbjtery,  and  now  accepting  of  premutation*  is  be- 
conx^i  common  and  fafhionable,  and  the  judicatories  con- 
«ve    at  it?' 

*^x*f.  1.  Ourcircumftance*  now  differ  vaftly  from  ihe:r« 
in  foimer  times.  Why  ?  In  former  times  the  law  laid 
inert*  under  a  neccflity  of  catering  to  churches  by  the  p%~ 
tron"*B  leave,  there  being  no  othtr  way  nf  entry  ^  but  no^ 
*e  ^re  under  no  fuch  necefliiy,  there  being  a  gofpeUdoor 
""*  left  open  to  u*.  In  former  times  they  were  never 
delivered  from  patronage,  nor  fenfiblc  of  the  hnppinefs  of 
^e^ciom  from  it  :  but  we  have  been  fet  at  liberty,  and 
fcno  wn  the  happinefs  of  it.  They  did  not  voluntarily  fub- 
In,t  to  patronage  afyer  they  were  freed  "from  it;  but  tnii* 
a™»  is  what  we  are  doing  :  v\e  have  chofen  this  bondage, 
and  Cibje&ed  ourfelvcs  to  it,  without  any  ncceflity  from 
"*e  ^aw  ;'  fo  that  our  compilers  with  patronage  are  far 
.  *no*"«  inexcufeable  than  thofe  in  former  time*:  our  mifery 
"0v^  11  undeniably  from  ourfelves,  we  are  plainly  felf  dv- 
"***3fers.  O  that  our  help  m3y  come  from  God  in  Ciuift, 
*«*0  even  pities  them  who  deilroy  themfelve<  !   . 

^-  However  common  the  accepting  o:  pr'.feu  tat  ions  be 
?*  *Vjis  time,  the  accepter'*  fin  is  not  leffciicd  thereby,  noc 
w  H«-  the  fcfer  from  the  wrath  of  God.  A  juft  G..d  hath 
*ur**mon  puni  foments  for  common  finners :    wiinefs  the 
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flood  tint  he  brought  upon  a  world  of  (inner*  at  oner. 
The  accepter  makes  himfelf  directly  a  partner  with  the 
patron  in  his  finful  ufurpation  over  the  church  of  God, 
and  becomes  in  fome  tefpecls  more  guilty  than  he  ;  ai  h 
evident  from  the  Teftimony,  p.  ei.  and  $2.  Now,  if  tbis 
practice  be  6nful  (as  certainly  it  is)  the  conimonnefi  of 
rt  will  not  at  nil  loofe  us  from  obedience  to  God's  com- 
mand,- that  irjoim  us  to  "  hate  and  abhor  that  which  ii 
evil.n  and  as  God's  witnrflfes  to  bear  our  teftimony  againft 
it.  Surely  the  commonnefs  of  this  evil  is  one  groand  of 
the  Lord's  controverfy  with  this  church  and  land,  for 
which  we  ought  to  faft  and  mourn, 

3.    As  to  1  he  church's  conniving  at  thefe  acceptance^ 
I  heartily  bewail  it  :  Alas !  the  fear  cf  men  hath  brought 
them  in:o  this  fnare,  as  is  ohferved   in  the  Teftimoov, 
p.  jr.      But,  whatever  be  the  temptation,  the  word  of 
God  holds  it  as  a  fin  in  any  church  to  bear  with  thofe  who 
are  eril,   or  do  evil,  without  duly  teftifyiijg  agamft  the 
evil,  yea,  and  cenfuring  thofe  who  aie  impenitent  and  oh* 
ftinate  in  an  evil  courie.     Wherefore  1  am  afraid  thatooi 
keeping  filence  fo  much  at  this  finful  connivance,  any 
come  to  involve  us  into  the  guilt  of  it.     O  what  need  have 
we  to  be  humbled  under  a  ftnfe  of  this  and  other  flwrt- 
coming*,  and  to  cry  with  the  PfalmifT,  *  Who  can  under- 
flnnd  his  errors  ?    Clean fe  thou  me  from   fecrct  fault*/ 
May  the  Lord  bring  the  whole  chinch,  and  every  mem- 
ber o*   it,  to  a  fenfe  of   v»hat  is  fin,  and  what  is  duty,  in 
this  matter  !    A«  for  my  part,  I  muft  declare  my  opiniWf 
r.That  all  th'.ife  who  are  erroneous,  immoral,  intruders,  fop- 
porters  of  patronage,  and  fpoilcrs  of  Chriflian  congregi- 
tions  of  the  rights  which  Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  themf 
ought  to  be  teftified  againft,  and  deah  with  to  bring  them 
to  repentance  j  and,  if  they  remain  impenitent  and  obfli— 
nate,  they  ought  to  be  purged  out  cf  the  church.      And, 
if  they  ftili  be  connived  at  in  the  church,  notwithftaodin^ 
of  impenitence,    I  cannot  but  look  upon  the   focicty  a^ 
dangerous,  infectious  and  hurtful.     Likewife  I  mud  own  y> 
that  1  he  word  of   God  makes  it  the  duty   of  thofe  whe^ 
would  keep  their  garments  clean,   to  mark  them,  avoie^- 
them,  and  turn  aw:*y  from  them,  at  le:»ft  as  to  intinwt^^ 
fellov. fliip  ard  familiarity  5  for,  if  we  fhould  continue  nv-"" 
miliar  with  thtm,  we  will  be  ready  to  lofc  that  abhorrent  ^ 
of  their  evil  courfes  which   God   commands,  and  aifo  t^* 
encourage  and  harden  them  in  them.     Wherefore  it  feear** 

necdf --J  * 


Preface.  345 

r  thole  who  would  keep  conference  pure  while 
judicatories  where  fuch  members  are,  that  they 
declare  that  their  prcfehce  with  them  ought  not 
fcu&ed  as  giving  any  fort  of  countenance  or  en* 
rat  to  their  evil  courfes,  but  rather  as  defigned 
igaind  them,  (lop  and  prevent  them,  and  to  ex- 
romote  reformation  as  much  as  in  their  power. 
no  queftion  but  fundry  will  be  offended  with 
dealing,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  would  fain  be 
1  Zion,*  though  in  a  time  of  grievous  provoca- 
backfltdings,  and  of  the  Lord's  jadgments  both 
ad  impending  ;  but,  if  1  know,  my  own  heart,  it 
mfcience  not  humour,  love  to  the  church  not 
lat  prompt  me  to  this  plainnefs.  I  fee  no  way 
end  to  the  Lord's  controverfy  with  us  but  by  a 
ning  to  God  in  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  faith,  re* 
ind  reformation.  Now,  if  we  would  behave  as 
ents,  and  make  peace  with  an  offended  God,  we 
n  with  the  revealed  will  of  God  in  every  thing : 
»  fo  far  from  pleading  for  fin,  bearing  with  or  con- 
it  ;  that  we  mud  forfake  fin,  yea,  hate  and  abhor 
il,  reprove  the  works  of  daiknefs,  and  have  no 

with  them.  This  being  the  exprefs  will  of 
,  how  can  we  think  he  will  be  at  peace  with  us, 
incerely  fall  in  with  it !  I  acknowledge  it  is  not 
ep  up  the  impreflions  of  fin's  evil,  and  a  due  ab- 
>f  it,  when  fin  turns  common  and  fafhionable  ;  it 
'  to  keep  clean  garments,  when  the  examples  of 
rays  before  our  eyes,  and  efpecially  when  we  fee 
\  are  reputed  pious  drawn  into  it ;  but  thefe 
mid  weigh  but  little  with  us,  when  we  fee  it  is 
3  will  of  God,  that  they  *  who  bear  the  vefTels 
>rd  mud  be  clean,  mud  keep  themfelves  pure,9 
1  much  as  '  touch  the  unclean  thing  *,'  and  thofe 
d  take  the  kingdom,  muft  do  violence  to  their 
e  and  intered,  when  they  interfere  with  the  will 
of  God.  Tbefe  corifiderations  have  moved  m# 
\  plainnefs,  and  to  join  in  the  following  Tefti- 
Inft  fin  ;  and  that  not  only  to  keep  myfelf  pure, 
)  prefer ve  others,  if  poflible,  from  the  prevailing 
vils  of  the  day,  which  are  more  infectious  an4 

than  any  plague  whatfomever :  and  this  I  think 
iie(t  act  of  charity  that  can  be  done  to  the  pre* 
1  of  men. 
V.  U  u  The 


The  eoBBoa  Oty'eBwv  again*  enritrJnf  duf  or  Ac  lib 
TtGuwyrj  i?r  *  Tr.aa.  it  mav  bare  bad  confcqaences.  Bike 
sew  diT:fio9t  and  dinSneVocM  ia  tbe  charch,  give  advan- 
tage to  her  ad  Terrifies,'  &c. 

A*f  i.  The  ubfcribers  cf  this  Teftimony  testify agaiat 
the  ill  grounded  dirjfions  aad  nnicriptawal  ~ 


anong  Picibyteritns  which  bow  prevail  j  and  they  dcBp 
not  to  alter  their  refpeAs  or  condnd  towards  other  goeTy 
ninifters ,  who  may  not  be  clear  about  every  thing  con- 
tained in  tbii  Teftimony,  feeing  they  never  intended  it  m 
the  badge  of  a  party,  or  a  term  of  communion  either  ai» 
nifterial  or  Chriftian,  but  only  to  be  an  exoneration  n> 
confidence,  a  witneft  againft  corruption,  and  n  prompter 
to  reformation. 

2.  This  argument,  taken  from  the  fear  of  tfvhtsa, 
ftrikes  equally  againft  all  tefti  monies  whatfoVrer,  agaiat 
thofe  emitted  by  our  antient  worthies  in  timet  of  defec- 
tion, againft  the  representation  of  the  41  miniftert  m  tht 
year  173?,  and  againft  all  diffents  and  proteftationi  k  jo- 
dicatories  :  for  it  may  be  pretended,  that  thefe  tcftisnoaiei 
or  public  appearances  tend  alio  to  make  divifions  in  the 
church  :  nay,  the  feme  argument  may  be  made  ufe  of  a- 
gainft  our  giving  a  tefti mony  againft  Prelacy,  or  the  Eog- 
lifh  fervice,  or  any  grofs  error,  were  they  coming  into  the 
church. 

3.  We  muft  not  neglect  prefentduty  for  f ear  of  bad  coofe- 
quencei  which  poflibly  may  never  happen  ;  efpecially  wbea 
we  evidently  fee  that  the  negledt  will  have  far  worfe  coo- 
fequences.  In  my  view,  by  our  omitting  to  give  a  tefti- 
mony  againft  error  and  corruption,  when  it  is  called  for, 
and  all  to  prevent  the  evil  of  div.fion  which  is  uncertain) 
we  bring  on  evils  far  greater  and  more  certain,  via.  '  die 
lofs  of  truth  and  purity,  and  the  finful  negkft  of  duty/ 
both  to  God,  and  the  generations  prefent  and  to  came. 
We  fee  that  great  man,  Luther,  reckoned  the  lofe  of  iny 
of  God's  truths  to  be  the  great  eft  of  evils  $  Ruai  coelm 
(faid  he)  fiotius  auam  una  mica  ver  it  at  is  per  eat.  And  holy 
J)avid  fays,  Pfal.  cxix.  72.  *  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  bet- 
ter to  me  than  thoufands  of  gold  and  frlver.* 

4.  We  ought  to  obferve  the  order  laid  down  in  thftt 
Divine  precept,  Etek.  viii.  19.  '  Love  the  truth  tod 
peace  ;'  where  the  Spirit  of  God  gives  truth  to  the  prece- 
dence of  peace.  Peace  indeed  is  a  thing  very  lovely  in 
hfcif,  but  truth  is  far  more  amiable  and  precious,  and  mrf 
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be  (actificed  to  prefero  peace.  Union  or  peace  if 
no  real  bleffing  to  a  church,  if  (he  be  in  a  ftatc  of  take* 
wmrmnefs,  or  Aiding  back  into  corruption  or  error.  Peace, 
in  deb  a  ftate,  if  rather  a  judgment  than  a  mercy. 

5.  A  moft  lamentable  divifion  and  fcbifm  broke  in  a- 
inongft  at  a  few  years  ago,  when  no  testimony  wai  in  the 
field*  Nay,  in  all  probability,  if  a  free  and  faithful  tefti- 
monj  bad  been  effayed  by  a  great  body  of  minifters  forne* 
time  before  it  happened,  inftead  of  making  a  fcbifm,  it  had 
prevented  one,  and  might  alfo  have  ftopt  judicatories  from 
going  fttch  lengths  as  they  have  done. 
•  6.  As  to  adverfaries  getting  advantage  by  this  TcfH* 
many  I  the  fubferibers,  as  they  had  no  fuch  view,  fo  they 
expect  no  fuch  event,  but  rather  the  contrary,  vis.  that 
they  will  lofe  by  it.  But,  whatever  happen,  if  truth  ami 
hnUnels  get  any  advantage  by  it,  as  is  boneftly  defigned) 
that  gain  will  countervail  any  other  damage. 

But  it  is  in  vain  to  multiply  anfwers  to  fome,  who  will 
by  no  arguments  be  reconciled  to  a  fair  and  honeft  te&i* 
mony  to  truth,  when  the  dream  of  oppofuion  is  ftrong  a* 
gainft-it.  I  now  fee,  by  the  discouragements  I  have  met 
with  in  this  attempt,  that  thofe  who  will  be  faithful  to  the 
troth,  muft  be  valiant  for  it  alfo,  and  not  daunted  by  the 
rear  or  faces,  power  or  numbers  of  thofe  who  oppofe  it, 
or  who  (hift  appearing  for  it.  It  is  one  of  the  chara&erf 
of  God's  fejvants,  which  he  takes  pleafure  in,  to  be 
valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth,  especially  when  it  ia 
ran  down,  Jer.  ix.  3.  And  indeed  it  is  fometimes  run 
down  with  such  violence,  that  there  is  no  lifting  up  a  tes- 
timony for  it.  without  fomething  of  this  christian  valour. 
It  is  truely  affh&ing  to  me,  to  find  that  there  are  fo  many 
of  my  brethren  whom  1  love  and  efteem,  who  privately 
own  they  are  of  the  fame  mind  with  the  following  Tefti- 
mony,  concerning  the  defections  and  corruptions  of  the 
limes,  and  yet  have  not  the  refolution  to  declare  this  un- 
der their  hand  to  the  world.  I  would  be  very  loth  to  fay 
they  are  of  thofe  whom  the  Scripture  calls  the  Fearfvl, 
becaofo  of  the  fociety  I  fee  them  clafled  with,  Rev.  xxi. 
i.  But  I  have  freedom  to  (ay,  that  the  prefent  dangerous 
ftate  of  this  church,  of  the  truths  of  God,  and  true  Chri£» 
tianity,  in  this  day  of  backfliding,  is  fuch,  as  requires  more 
Bocxrage  and  refolution  for  preserving  true  religion,  and 
tcviving  a  work  of  reformation,  than  what  the  moft  part 
■f  good  men  appear  at  this  time  to  be  poffeffed  o&  If  ay 
Uu  z  the 
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tbe  Lord  himfelf  fpirit  and  qualify  men  for  hit  own 
work! 

At  I  join  with  the  Teftimony  in  other  things,  h  espe- 
cially   in  the  humble  Pleadings  ntritb  cur  Mother %  with 
which  it  concludes;  intreating  that  (he  would  call  all  ranks 
to  lay  to  heart  the  fini  abounding,  and  the  judgments  im- 
pending, and  to  fet  about  extraordinary  failing,  humilia- 
tion, prayer,  repentance,  and  reformation.     The  preieat 
dangerou*  fituation  thefe  nations  are  in  from  the  combina* 
tion  of  cruel  Popifh  adverfaries,  who  have  deftroyed  other 
Proteftant  churches,  and  multitudes  of  their  fellow- crea- 
tures, doth  loudly  call  upon  us  to  thefe  duties.    Very 
lately  we,  were  like  to  have  been  furprifed  with  a  formidable 
invafion  from  France,  when  unprovided  for  it  5  but  the 
Lord  of  holls,  in  his  aftonifhing  mercy,  pitied  our  naked, 
defencelefs  condition,  ftept  in  himfelf,  and  fought  for  as , 
he  caufed  his  winds  and  ftormy  feas  to  oppofe  the  enemy, 
and  da(h  many  of  them  in  pieces,  and  fo  brake  the  attempt 
for  that  time :  Surely  our  deliverance  about  the  end  of 
February  lad  1744,  by  6od's  own  immediate  hand,  toge- 
ther with  others  of  the  fame  kind,  fhould  not  be  forgot  by 
us.     But  though   he  hath  hereby   allowed'  us  a  further 
breathing  time,  and   fpace  to  repent,  our  danger  is  not 
over  :  for  now  France  as  well  as  Spain  have  declared  war 
againft  us.     Now  the  '  kings  of  the  earth   do  fet  them- 
selves, and  the  princes  take  counfel  together,  againft  the 
Lord,9  and  thefe  Proteftant  nations.     Now  there  is  a  more 
formidable  conjunction  of  Popifh  powers  againft  us  tbsa 
ever  we  faw  before.     Now  France,  Spain,  Rome,  Naples, 
Sicily,  &c.  thefe  cruel  and  bloody  nations,  feem  all  to  be 
combined  againft  our  Proteftant  king,  and  his  royal  fa- 
mily (whom    God  long  prefer v^)    feeking  and  plotting 
how  to  deftroy  them,  together  with  our  religion,  laws, 
and  liberties  \  and,  inftead  thereof,  to  fet  up  among  us  a 
Popifh  Pretender,  an  arbitrary  government,  and  a  blaf- 
phemous,  idolatrous,  and  bloody  religion.     And  may  not 
the  numerous  hofts  of  thefe  nations,  and  the  cruelty  of 
a  Popifh  party,  wherever  they  get  tbe  upper  hand  of  Pw- 
teftant<,   as  manifeftcd  in  the  dreadful  burnings  in  queen 
Mary's  reign,  the  ir.quifition  in  Spam  and  Italy,  the  fl»k 
facres  in  lielstnd,  in  Paris,  and  other  towns  of  France  $  I 
fay,  may  not  thefe  alarm  us,  and  fufficiently  convince  us 
of  our  danger,  if  the  Lord  permit  them,  for  our  fins,  to 
<piot  and  cilc&uatc  a  new  invafion  upon  us  I  Thefe  dajF* 
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Wherein  we  live,  are  furely  perilous  times  upon  fundry  no 
counts,  and  call  us  not  only  to  join  in  fervent  prayer  to 
God  for  mercy  and  help  for  Chrift's  fake,  snd  to  be  deep- 
ly humbled  for,  and  to  mourn  over,  the  procuring  caufea 
of  God's  wcath  •,  but  alfo  to  bear  free  and  open  teftimony 
againft  thefe  evils  which  are  the  Achans  in  our  camp,  and 
Jonahs  under  deck,  that  raife  fuch  terrible  ftorms  againft 
this  poor  church  and  land.  It  cannot  but  make  deep  im» 
preffion,  when  fometimes  we  call  to  mind  the  fore- thoughts 
and  predi&ions  of  feveral  of  God's  worthies  in  this,  land, 
from  scaffolds,  and  alfo  from  the  pulpit  and  prefs,  that 
*  God  would  at  length  proceed  to  terrible  judgments,  in 
refcntment  of  his  controverfy  with  covenant-breaking 
Scotland,  before  the  return  of  his  wonted  glory  and  pre- 
sence in  the  fan&uary  *,  yea,  that  our  land  fhould  be  made 
to  fwim  with  blood  for  the  blood  of  God's  faints  that  hath 
been  (hed  therein."  Now,  the  oftener  that  God  delivers 
as  from  Popifh  enemies,  and  the  longer  we  unthankfully 
abufe  and  mifimprove  God's  mercies  and  deliverances,  our 
guilt  and  danger  dill  become  the  greater.  As  the  cup  of 
our  inquhy  fills  up,  fo  doth  the  cup  of  God's  wrath  pro- 
portionably. 

Ought  not  then  thefe  awful  difpenfations  to  move  and 
quicken  us  to  ad  a  fairbfui  part,  both  for  God's  glory  and 
our  own  fafety,  even  to  pray,  diiTent,  declare,  and  teftify 
againft  thefe  evils  which  we  cannot  (lop  ?  Were  we  helped 
to  do  this  fincerely,  we  might  hope,  through  our  Redeem- 
.  er's  mediation,  that  they  would  not  be  charged  upon  us  in 
the  day  of  count  and  reckoning,  and  that  we  (hould  even 
be  hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger.  For  we  find  the 
angel  of  the  covenant  doth  hold  the  winds,  until  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  living  God  be  fealed  for  prefervation  in  a  time 
of  danger :  nay,  an  upright  witnefliog  remnant  might, 
through  Divine  mercy,  be  the  happy  means  of  preferviog 
the  whole  land  from  the  invafion  of  cruel  and  bloody  ene- 
mies, and  of  getting  the  poor  decayed  church  of  Scotland 
interefted  in  that  promife,  Jer  xxx.  11.  '  1  am  with  thee, 
to  fave  thee :  aad  though  1  make  a  full  end  of  all  nations 
about  thee,  yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee  j  but  I 
will  correct  thee  in  meafure,  and  not  leave  thee  altogether 
unpunished.'  May  the  Lord  hii)felf  direct  minifters  and 
Others  to  proper  meafures  for  turning  away  the  fierce  nefs 
of  God's  anger  from  us $  and  open  the  eyes  of  men  to 
difcern  the  true  grounds  and  cauies  of  God's  controverfy 

wiih 
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with  the  land!  And  if  it  would  pleafr  the  Lord  tobtf 
the  following  teftimotiy  for  promoting  thefo  ends  in  any 
meafurc,  yet,  though  it  were  but  to  convince  one  dum- 
pier or  preacher  of  the  evil  of  intrufion*,  of  supporting 
patronage,  and  of  the  neg1e&  of  preaching  Chrtft,  k 
would  contribute  to  fupport  me  voder  all  the  diieonrsge- 
ments  I  hare  met  with  in  makiag  the  Effay  to  lift  ap  • 
teftimony  againft  thefe  evils.  That  the  mighty  Lord,  who 
can  accomplim  great  things  by  fmall  means,  may  focced 
this  honeft  defign,  is  the  prayer  of 

JOHN  WILLISON. 
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FAIR  AND  IMPARTIAL 

TESTIMONY, 


ESSAYED  IH  KAMI  OF 


A  Number  p{  Ministers,  Eldem,  and  Ch&istian  People 
of  the  Chough  of  Scotland,  &c. 


A  CCORDING  to  ancient  hiftorian?,  our  gracious 
JljL  God  was  pleafed  to  vifit  Scotland  very  early  withr , 
his  glorious  gofpel,  by  means  of  fome  preachers  and 
other  Chriftians,  who  were  forced  to  flee  to  Scotland  to 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  Roman  cruelty  under  the  fecond 
pcrfecution  raifed  by  the  emperor  Domitian  about  the 
fear  of  our  Lord  95,  which  was  before  the  death  of  the 
apoftle  John ;  where  they  propagated  the  knowledge  of 
}efus  Chrift,  which  at  length  conquered  Pagan  darknefs 
and  idolatry  fo  far,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  third 
century,  about  the  year  203,  king  Donald  I.  did  public- 
ly profefs  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrilt ;  and  he  himfelf,  his 
queen,  his  family,  and  divers  of  the  nobles,  were  folemn- 
ly  baptized.  After  which,  the  king  ufed  his  bed  en* 
deavours  to  root  out  idolatry  and  heathenifh  fuperftitioa 
from  his  dominions,  and  to  fettle  a  gofpel  miniftry  in 
every  corner  thereof. 

-  But,  this  religious  king  being  much  hindered  in  his 
good  defigns  by  his  continual  wars  with  the  Romans 
voder  the  emperor  Severus,  this  bleffed  work  was  after- 
wards greatly  negle&ed  by  following  princes  until  the 
reign  of  king  Crathilinth,  who  about  the  year  277  fet 
about  the  glorious  work  of  advancing  Christianity  after 
the  example  of  king  Donald  the  firft  Chriftian  king,  but 
was  greatly  hindered  by  the  heathenUh  priefts  named 

Druids, 
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Druid*,  called  fo  fas  fome  think)  becaufc  of  their  fecri* 
firing  in  grovea  under  oaks.     Thefe  idolatrotM  prieftt 
had  got  great  intcrrft  and  credit  among  the  people,  by 
reafon  of  the-.r  fenfe- pleating  worfhip,  and  of  their  having 
drawn  into  their  hands  the  determining  of  civil  affairs  \ 
wherefore  the  people  reckoned  them  fo  necefLry,  that 
they  knew  not  how  to  live  without  them.     But  the  Lord- 
in  mercy  feconded  the  intentions  of  the  good  king  by 
feveral  worthy  men,  both  minifters  and  private  Chrit 
tians,  from  the  fouth  parts  of  Britain,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Roman  empire,  who  were  obliged  to  flee  in  the  time 
of  the  ninth  perfecution  under  Aurelius,  and  of  the  tenth 
under  Diocletian,  from  the  terrible  daughter  then  made 
among  the  Chriftians.     And  thtfe  retiring  to  Scotland 
for  refuge,  as  others  had  done  long  before  them,  were 
very  helpful  in  turning  the  people  from  idolatry* 

King  Crathilinth  finding  among  thefe  refugees  many 
men  cf  eminent  piety  and  learning,  did  kindly  entertain 
them,  and  employ  them  in  oppofing  the  Druids,  and 
further  fettling  of  Chriftianity  through  his  kingdom* 
Thefe  holy  men  being  fettled  in  feveral  places  of  the 
land,  and  choofing  retirement  from  all  civil  and  worldly 
affairs,  and  giving  up  themfelves  wholly  to  the  ferticc 
of  God  in  the-  minifterial  work,  were  called  Cv/dtes,  or 
Cultores  Dei.  Thefe  Culdees,  through  the  divine  bieffing, 
got  the  better  of  the  Druids,  and  were  great  inftrumeots 
of  advancing  true  piety  and  Chriftianity  in  Scotland;  fo 
that  "  from  thefe  uttcrmoft  parts  of  the  earth  were 
fongs  heard,  even  glory  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous  i" 
and  thus  were  accomplished  in  part  the  ancient  promifes 
made  to  our  Redeemer,  that  "  the  heathen  (hould  be 
given  to  him  as  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts 
of  the  earth  for  his  pofieffion  j  that  the  ifles  fliould  wait 
for  his  law,  and  their  kings  bring  prefents  to  him :  that 
he  (hould  be  the  confidence  of  the  ends  of  the  earthf 
and  of  them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the  fea." 

Thefe  blefled  inftruments,  the  Culdees,  were  drift 
in  their  lives,  and  in  governing  the  church  of  Chrift* 
They  allowed  no  higher  order  among  them  than  pref- 
byters  or  parochial  bifliops,  and  fo  continued  for  many 
years,  until  Palladius  was  fent  thither  by  pope  Celeftine 

about 
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it  the  year  457,  who  by  his  fubcile  infinuations  did 
fo  far  upon  the  fimple  people,  as  to  bring  them  to 
mt  to  a  change  of  the  government  of  the  church  in- 
reJacy,  and  he  himfelf  became  the  chief  prelate!  a- 
g  them.  Both  the  hiftorians  of  our  own  and  other 
>ns,  filch  as  Forduu,  Boethius,  John  Major,  Bucha- 
Str  Thomas  Craig,  Profper,  Baronius,  Beda,  Buleus, 
do  all  agree  that  the  Scots  for  feveral  hundred  years 
•  Chrift  weie  taught  and  governed  by  priefts  and 
ks  without  bifhops,  and  that  Palladius  was  the  firft 
>p  or  prelate  that  ever  Scotland  faw.  John  of  For- 
in  his  Scots  Chronicle,  lib.  3  tap.  8  faith,  "  Before 
ncoming  of  Palladius,  the  Scots  had  for  teachers  of 
faith,  and  minifters  of  the  Lcramcnts,  prefbyters 
>  or  monks,  following  the  rites  and  cuiloms  of  the 
itivc  church."  And  who  queftioned  but  the  Scots 
:  as  Gncere  Chriitians,  their  minifters  as  real  minif- 
and  their  facraments  as  true  facr.-'ments,  all  thefe 
years,  as  they  were  in  after-ages  ?  Yea,  Baleus  irt 
liftory  of  the  Britain^  cent.  14.  cap  5.  faith  more, 
Palladium  Scoti,  &c.  "  Before  Palladius  came,  the 
s  had  their  biihops  and  minifters,  according  to  the 
(try  of  the  word  of  God,  chofen  by  the  fuffrage  of 
jeople,  after  the  cuftom  of  thefe  of  Afia  \  but  theft: 
58  did  not  pleafe  the  Romans  who  hated  the  Alia* 
"  So  that  we  fee  the  ancient  Scots  maintained 
bytery,  without  tither  prelacy  or  patronage,  till  the 
lans  or  church  of  Rome  introduced  both.  And 
ly  the  Scots  have  ft  ill  good  reason  to  be  zealous  for 
r  ancient  church  government  and  privileges,  which 
long  enjoyed,  in  oppofirion  to  the  R  oman  conup- 

ut  Palladius  having  got  our  government  changed* 
our  acquintance  made  with  Rome,  then  the  miftrefs 
le  world,  the  church  fell  into  a  decaying  condition* 
popifh  corruptions  increafed  more  and  more,  till  at 
;th  giofs  darknefs  overfpiead  this  whole  land,  as  well 
ther  nations ;  under  which  (he  lay  for  many  ages 
what  we  read)  until  the  y^ar  1494,  in  the  reign  of 
;  James  IV.  when  the  Lollards  of  Kyle,  to  the  num- 
of  thirty  perfons,  were  fumnioned  before  the  king 
..  IV.  X  s  and 
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and  his  council  for  holding  many  of  the  proteftant  ar- 
ticles of  faith,  though  they  were  difmifled  at  that  time. 
So  that  God  had  his  witnefies  in  Scotland,  who  bore 
teftimony  to  his  truth;,  againft  the  errors  and  idolatries 
of  Rorre,  even  in  the  dark*  ft  times. 

Not  many  yearn  after,  that  eminent  man,  Mr  Patrick 
Hamilton  abbot  cf  Fern,  went  abroad  to  the  univerfity 
of  Wittemberg,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  Lu- 
ther and  Mclanchton,  and  made  great  progrefs  in  learn- 
ing and  in  knowledge  of  (Thrift  ;  and,  being  6lied  with 
zeal  to  propagate  the  fame  in  his  native  country,  he  re- 
turned, and  cpeniy  inveighed  againft  the  Romim  errors 
and  corruptions,  upon  which  account  he  was  burnt  at 
St  Andrews  in  the  year  1527.  This,  by  the  wifdomof 
God,  tended  much  to  thefpreading  of  the  truth:  for 
many  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this  burning,  came 
afterwards  to  the  knowledge  and  profeffion  of  the  troth* 
fo  that  it  fpread  more  and  more  through  the  land,  m 
fpite  of  all  that  enemies  could  do  againft  it.  Likewtfe 
Paul  Craw  was  condemned  to%e  burnt  at  St  Andrews, 
in  the  year  1431,  for  maintaining  the  do&rine  of  John 
Wickliff  and  John  Hufs. 

It  is  moil  remakable,  that,  after  the  burning  of  Mr 
Hamilton,  the  favourers  of  the  truth  increafed  Co  many 
thouf*nds  *,  ard  God  was  pleafed  to  raife  up  other  fa- 
mous inftruments  for  fpreading  the  light,  and  carrying 
on  his  work;  fuch  as  Mcflrs  George  Wifhart,  John 
Rough,  John  Knox,  John  WiJlock,  Mr  Craig,  John 
Erikine  of  Dun,  and  many  others.  Thefe  poiiihed 
(hafts  God  was  pleafed  fo  to  endow  and  furntfh  with 
gifts,  graces,  and  zeal  for  God  and  his  truths,  and  fome 
of  them  with  a  prophetical  fpirit,  that  their  adverfariei 
were  not  able  to  reGft  the  wifdom  and  fpirit  by  which 
theyfpake;  and  multitudes  of  all  ranks  were  by  them 
converted  to  the  Lord  :  fo  that,  in  fpite  of  aU  the  power 
and  policy  cf  the  popifti  clergy,  affifttd  by  our -our  relets, 
and  all  die  fiery  perfections  which  they  raifed  againft 
the  profcuors  of  the  gofpel,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  with 
a  high  hand  to  ranfom  this  land  from  popifh  tyranny, 
idolatry  and  fuperftftion  \  fo  that  the  pope's  authority 
was  aboliihed  iu  Scotland  by  the  parliament,  the  refor- 
mation 
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mation  eftabliflied,  and  a  found  Confeffion  of  Faith  ap- 
proven  in  the  year  1560.  "  This  was  the  doing  of  the 
Lord,  and  moft  wondrous  in  our  eyes  !" 

The  great  rule  and  pattern  of  reformation,  which  our 
reformers  obferved,  was  the  word  of  God,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  apoftolic  churches  therein  recorded,  into 
which  they  made  very  narrow  and  in  partial  enquiry, 
their  fearches  being  attended  with  earned  prayers  to 
God  for  the  light  and  teaching  of  his  Spirit,  and  com- 
munication of  ccunfels  with  divines  of  ether  nations. 
After  all  which  travel,  they  came  to  agree  upon  a  plat- 
form of  church  government  and  difcipline,  in  a  due  fub- 
ordination  of  kirk  feffions,  preibyteries  and  fynods  unto 
general  a&mblies ;  as  appears  from  our  books  of  difct- 
pline,  which  were  very  early  received  and  approven  by 
the  general  afiemblies  of  this  church. 

Though  the  civil  powers*  after  the  year  1 560,  were 

favourable  to  the  reformation  •,  yet  our  reformers,  had 

great  and  long  ft  niggling  with  many  who  were  addifted 

*   to  prelacy,  and  feveral  popilh  errors  and  fuperftitions  : 

but  it  pleafed  the  Lord  fo  far  to  countenance  and  help 

them,  chat  a  National  Covenant  was  framed  and  entered 

into  for  the  fupport  of  the  reformation.     This  covenant 

was  at  firft  fubferibed  by  the  king  and  his  houfehold  in 

the  year  15&0,  and  afterwards  by  perfons  of  all  ranks  in 

the  year  1581,  and  again  by  all  forts  of  perfons  in  the 

year  1590  5  and  afterwards  prefbyterian  government, 

and  all  the  pieces  of  reformation  then  attained  unto, 

were  folcranly  ratified  by  king  and  parliament  in  the 

year  1592*    Only  the  grievance  of  patronage,  under 

which  the  church  was  groaning,  was  not  yet  removed* 

Here  we  mull:  take  oecafion  to  adore  the  diilinguiih- 

ing  goodnefs  of  God  to  this  pcor  nation  of  Scotland,  in 

bowing  and  inclining  the  hearts  of  the  whole  nation,  as 

the  heart  of  one  man,  to  enter  into  a  folemn  national 

covenant  with  God  ;  evai  the  heart  >  of  our  king,  our 

lioblcs,  barons,  gentlemen,  citizens,  roiniflcrs,  and  pro* 

fcfibra  of  all  ranks,  to  make  a  national  furreuder  of 

themselves  and  their  pofterity  to  the  Lord  \  and  to  bind 

both  themfelves,  and  them,  to  cleave  to  his  truths  and 

Ordinances*  and  promote  religion  and  reformation  in 

X  x  2  their 
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their  ftations.    Our  hiftortes  inform  us  how  this  nation- 
ftl  covenant  was  afterwards  renewed  in  this  early  period 
by  our  general  a  (Tern  Mies,  fynods,  prefby tries  and  par* 
ticuiar  p<m(hes,  and  remarkably  attended  with  much  of 
the  Lord's  prefence  and  countenance,  and  great  outpour- 
ings of  his  Spirit  ;  at  which  occafions  there  were  to  be 
feen  flcotls  of  tears  flowing  from  melting  hearts  and 
weeping  eyes.     Calderwood,  in  his  hifloiy,  tells  us  of 
a  wonderful  day  of  this-  fort  at  the  renewing  of  the  co- 
venant by  the  general  Aflembly  at  Edinburgh,  in  the 
little  kirk,  upon  the  30th  March  1596,  Mr  John  Dtrid- 
fon  minifter  of  Salt  Preftoun  prefiding  as  the  chief  ac- 
tor ;  like  wife  of  another  fuch  day  at  the  renewing  of  the 
covenant  by  the  Synod  of  Fife  at  Dunfermline  that  fame 
year,  where  Mr  James  Melvil  minifter  at  Kilrenny  wai 
moderator  and  chief  ador.     Alfo  fynods  and  prefbyte- 
ries  elfewhere  had  precious  melting  feafons,  when  about 
this  work,  which  proved  a  fpecial  time  of  reviving  to  the 
work  of  God  through  the  whole  land.     In  this  period 
the  church  of  Scotland  enjoyed  very  glorious  days  of 
the  Son  of  man,  and  was  honoured  with  large  teftimo- 
nies  from  divines  of  other  churches :  For  the  gTeat  pitch 
of  rt  formation  (he  had  attained  unto,    (he  was  called 
Philadelphia,  and  the  morning  ftar  of  the  reformation. 
But  thefe  bright  times  did  not  long  continue,  clouds 
did  foon  arife  :  For  king  James  VI.  having  the  view  of 
fucceeding  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  lieGrous  to  gra- 
tify the  prelatifts  tlure,  did,  contrary  to  his  folcrrm  de- 
clarations and  engagements,  begin  to  make  encroach- 
ments upon  the  church  and  her  liberties,  about  the  year! 
1597  and  1598  ;  and,  continuing  fo  to  do,  there  follow- 
ed a  long  courfe  of  defe&ion  in  this  church,  for  about 
the  fpace  of  forty  years  j  during  which  time,  prelacy 
that  bitttr  weed  was  inttoduced  into  the  government, 
fuperfiition  and  popiih  ceremonies  into  the  worfliip, 
and  Arminian  and  Popilh  errors  crept  into  the  do&rinc. 
The  king,   for  accomplifhing  his  defigns,   got  fevcral 
packt  afiemblies  convened,  as  thefe  at  Linlithgow  in  the 
years  1606  and   1608,  that  at  Glafgow   1610,  that  at 
Aberdeen  1616,  that  at  St  Andrews  1617,  and  that  at 
Perth  1618,  wherein,  one  way  or  other,  he  got  feveral 

corruptions 
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corruptions  approven,  and  particularly  the  Fire  Articles 
rf  Perth  :  prelates  were  fet  up,  unlawful  oaths  exa&ed 
rf  intrants  into  the  miniftry;  feveral  popifh  ceremonies^ 
with  a  fervice  book,  and  .book  of  canons,  were  impofed 
upon  the  church,  and  many  fin  fully  complied  therewith ; 
whereby  the  church's  beauty  was  miferably  fullied,  and 
the  land  greatly  poll  a  ted. 

Yet,  during  this  time  of  grievous  back  (Tiding  from  a 
covenanted  reformation,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  raif*  up 
feveral  worthies,  minifters  and  profeflbrs  of  religion,  to 
bear  teftimony  to  the  dodrine,  worlhip,  government  and 
difcipline  of  this  church,  and  to  Chrift's  right  of  head- 
fhip  over  her  and  her  judicatories,  and  to  his  power  to 
institute  her  law*  and  ordinances,  in  oppofuion  to  the 
encroachments  then  made  upon  the  fame  :  upon  which 
account  divers  pa  (lor  s  were  arraigned  before  the  coun- 
cil, the  high  com  million,  and  diocefan  fynods  ,  fome 
were  deprived  of  their  churches  and  benefices,  fome 
were  bammed,  fome  confined,  and  orhers  imprifoned, 
and  fome  were  fentenced  to  death  :  like  wife,  feveral 
gentlemen  and  •  magiitrates  were  forely  perfecuted  by 
the  domineering  prelates,  for  not  conforming  to  the 
courfes  of  defe&ion.  As  for  thefe  faithful  witneflfes, 
who  were  fuffered  to  live  in  their  own  land,  fevcralsof 
them  went  up  and  down  in  much  poverty  and  affliftion, 
teaching  and  confirming  the  people  of  God,  waiting  for 
God's  returning  in  mercy  to  his  opprelTed  church  and 
people.  Neverthelefs,  in  this  dark  hour,  the  Lord  gave 
teftimony  to  his  word  in  the  mouths  of  his  perfecuted 
Servants,  through  feveral  corners  of  the  land,  by  accom- 
panying it  with  more  than  ordinary  power  and  fuccefs; 
particularly  in  the  year  1625  and  afterwards,  at  Sle war- 
ton,  Irvine,  and  many  other  places  of  the  well  of  Scot- 
land. A  famous  inftance  of  th  it  power  was  given  at 
the  folemn  communion  celebrated  at  the  kirk  of  Shots 
the  20th  June  1630,  which  proved  a  mod  remarkable 
fowing  of  feed  through  Cyldefdale,  to  the  glory  of  free 
grace. 

,  Afterwards,  when  the  night  feemed  to  be  darkeft, 
and  the  prelates  in  the  height  of  their  power  and  pride, 
competing  with  the  nobles  for  all  kinds  of  civil  otfices 

and 
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and  honours,  and  when  corruptions  in  doflrine,  woc- 
fhip  and  government!  were  like  to  advance  more  and 
more ;  the  Lord  was  plcafed  to  look  through  the  cloud 
with  pity  to  this  diftrtflcd  church,  in  the  year  i6j7f 
and  to  appear  for  her  relief,  firft  hy  animating  feverali 
of  the  common  people  of  Edinburgh  to  oppofe  the  read- 
ing of  the  n*w  ftrv;ce-bool:  there  ;  and  a!fo  at  the  fame 
time  exciting  fereral  ho* v.  ft  m  millers  and  profeflbrs  in 
other  parts  of  the  nation  to  pre  fen  t  fop  plications  to  the 
council,  in  September  1637,  againft  pr  effing  the  Litur- 
gy and  canor.s  upon  them.  But  thefe,  after  feveral  cx- 
preflls  to  and  from  court,  being  at  laft  refufed,  and 
new  orders  pi7en  for  the  ufe  of  the  forefaid  books)  t 
great  number  of  all  ranks,  nobility,  gun  try,  miniAers, 
&c.  convened  at  Edinburgh  in  February  163S,  where, 
after  ferious  deliberation  and  prayer  to  God,  they  re- 
folved  upon  reviving  and  renewing  of  the  national  co- 
venant, which  had  almoft  been  buried  for  forty  yean  ' 
before.  This  they  drew  up  and  fubferibed,  with  fome 
additions  and  explications  fui  table  to  their  prcfent  cir- 
cu-nfiance?,  and  fent  copies  thereof  through  the  land, 
which,  being  read  in  churches,  was  heartily  embraced, 
fworn,  and  fubferibed  by  all  ranks,  with  many  tears  and 
great  joy  :  fo  that  the  whole  land,  gnat  and  foiall  (a 
very  few  excepted)  without  any  compulsion  from  church 
or  ft  ate,  did  in  a  few  months  voluntarily  and  chearfully 
return  to  their  anhtitt  principles,  and  fubj..'&  themfelvel 
to  the  cath  of  God  for  reforrration ;  and  this  they  did 
when  both  the  cruit  and  prelates  were  enraged  againft 
them  for  it.  Hut  the  Lord  from  heaven  did  remark- 
ably coui.teiuncc  them  with  the  extraordinary  mani- 
fi*il;!tions  of  his  preleucr,  and  downpowring  of  hisSpi- 
lir,  bi*th  upen  Judicatories  a:id  the  worshipping  Aflem* 
I  i.ts  of  his  people,  which  proved  as  life  from  the  dead 
to  a  p»:or%  withered,  br.cklhddcn  church. 

N.-.v  (which  is  wonderful)  livings  ripened  fo  faft 
for  ic!cv.i:a?:.on»  tint,  in  November  1638,  a  free  and 
i.iwfut  jh  t»cril  i-tE-r-h'.v,  i::dich*d  by  the  king,  convened 
.'t  Gljlgv»w,  the  vciy  j  i;ce  whtrc  prelacy  was  reftorea 
iii  the  ye.ir  umo.  T»-e»e  the  general  allemblyi  (not- 
v.  ".hfrir.dirk  vi  the  u  t\x*:t  L^cfciiid::^*  cf  the  Miniltry) 

car.e 
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atfri«  to  agree  with  wonderful  harmony,  to  condemn 
rid  annul  fix  pretended  corrupt  affemblies  who  had 
Ranged  the* government  and  corrupted  the  workup  of 
\is  <r!*«rch,  together  with  the  high  comrniflion  court* 
ie  fervtce  book,  the  book  of  canons,  and  the  book  of 
rdination,  as  alfo  the  unlawful  oaths  impofed  upon  en* 
:acit6  into  the  miniftry  :  they  likewili  depofed  and  ex- 
ommunicated  the  Prelates  (except  two)  for  opprdliou 
nd  jgrofs  (candals.  They  approved  the  national  cove- 
,afir,  and  declared  Prelacy,  with  the  Five  Articles  of 
*erth  to  be  adjured  by  it ;  and  made  fundry  orrur  wor- 
hf  afts  foe  purging  the  church,  and  promoting  refor- 
natk>n  ;  and  appointed  the  time  of  their  next  meeting, 
or  carrying  on  what  was  fo  happily  begun.  And 
hough  the  Prelates  with  their  abettors  made  gre.U  op- 
volition  to  their  godly  intentions,  yea,  run  to  court, 
ind  ftirred  up  the  king  to  make  war  againft  Scotland  ; 
ret  the  Lord  was  pleafed  fo  to  counten-ince  his  ferrant* 
ind  people,  that  the  begun  reformation  was  carried  on, 
ind  at  iaft  ratified  both  by  king  and  parliament  in  July 
164  «..  Thereby  Prelacy  was  abolilhed,  and Prtfby tcry 
;ftabli(hed  by  law ;  and  the  king  being  perfonaily  pre* 
Tilt,  he  for  himfelf  and  his  fuccefTors  promikd  in  verb 
iri/icrpis  never  to  come  on  the  contrary  of  that  fetde- 
Tient  -,  which  occasioned  great  joy  through  all  the  land, 
and  was  followed  with  much  of  the  Lord's  power  and 
prefence  in  hi«  ordinance :  So  that  the  land,  that  for* 
merly  was  like  a  wildcrnefs,  was  now  by  the  divine 
blefling  turned  into  a  fruitful  field. 

The  Lord  having  thus  profptred  the  nation  of  Scot- 
land in  her  reforming  work,  her  neighbours  in  England 
profeffed  a  delire  to  join  with  them  fur  carrying  on  the 
Like  work  of  reformation  through  the  whole  three  king* 
ctanis  s  and  the  Englifh  parliament  fent  their  eommif* 
doners  to  Scotland  for  that  efftd.  And  accordingly 
here  was  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  agreed  upon, 
and  ftrorn  in  the  year  1643,  for  nvumaintng,  ad- 
vancing and  carrying  on  a  work  of  reformation  in 
the  three  kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland. 
In  tim  covenant,  ail  ranks  engaging  bound  themfdves 
to  pcrfonal  reformation,  and  in  their  feveral  Rations  to 

endeavour 
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rrdeavc-r  national  reformation  \  to  preferve  the  Pro* 
r«f:ar.:  re.i^ior.,  aboliih  Popery,  Prelacy,  fupexftirJon, 
i".hiih:v  prcfmir.ifi,  and  whatfoever  (halt  be  found  con- 
trary tcr  fcur.d  dcctiine  and  the  power  of  godlinds; 
and  to  er.d-:%cur  :o  bring  the  three  kingdoms  to  the 
xuartft  ccr.junc::c:i  and  uniformity  in  religion,  as  to 
dochir.c,  woifr.  p,  ani  government,  according  to  the 
v/c:d  cf  God,  and  the  exaivple  of  the  beft  reformed 
churches ;  th-t  lb  they  and  their  pofterity  after  them 
raigh:  as  brethren,  live  in  faith  and  love,  that  the  Loid 
mi^ht  be  one,  and  his  name  one,  through  the  three 
kirgeon.s.     This  indeed  was  a  glorious  defign,  had  the 
Er.giiih  parliament  and  people  been  truly  and  heartily 
f.nctre  in  it,  as  the  Scot*  nation  both  Pjrliament  and 
General  Adkrr.bly  were,  who  with  one  voice  approved 
and  fwore  this  ccvexiant  thtmfelves,  and  did  recommeod 
it  to  all  c:hers  ti. rough  the  land,  who  generally  receiTcd 
it  with  great  enlargements  cf  heart,  and  exprefiions  of 
gladncls,  as  they  h*:d  cone  the  national  covenant  in  the 
ye^r  1658.     It  is  true,  the  Parliament  of  England  took 
the  covenant,  as  die:  the  city  of  London,  the  .Weft- 
uiiiiiter  Aiiembly,  and  many  others  in  England,  though 
there  were  but  few  of  them  who  feemed  to  mind  it 
much  afterwr.rds.      Some  good  things,  indeed,  were 
thereupon  done  ;  fcr,  in  confequence  of  this  covenant, 
and  the  uniformity  in  religion  engaged  unto  therein, 
the  EngliPn  hierarchy  and  liturgy  were  laid  afidefora 
time,  our  prefent  confeffion  of  faith  was  agreed  upou 
Ly  the  affembly  of  divines  at  Weftn.infter  with  coo- 
j/.iflioiiers  from  this  church,  together  with  the  larger 
;.cd  fhorter  catechifms,  the  directory  for  worfhip,  with 
a  directory  for  church  government,  church  cenfures> 
and  ordination  of  minillers.      As  all  thefe  were  agreed 
upon  by  the  Weftminiter  Affenibly,  as  a  part  of  th« 
tovenanted  uniformity  in  religion  which  was  to  be  fett- 
led through  the  three  kingdoms,  fo  they  were  received 
alter  examination,  and  approval  by  our  General  Af- 
remblies  and  Parliaments  in  Scotland.     It  is  true,  there 
were  feveral  a£tb  and  ordinances  of  the  Englilh  Parlia- 
ment tor  eltablifhing  thefe  in  England  :  but  they  took 
liule  cllrft,  becaufe  cf  the  ooooiition  which  was  made 
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the  form  of  Prefbyterid  government  by  the  Inde- 
sndehts  and  Se&aries  there. 

Notwithstanding  of  this  defe&ion  in  England,  the 
itkm  and  church  of  Scotland  purfued  reformation  ac- 
yrding  to  their  covenant  engagements,  and  got  feveral 
ws  enacted  both  by  church  and  ftate,  for  carrying  on 
vt  fame ;  and  particularly,  they  got  an  excellent  Aft 
id  by  the  Parliament,  for  abolithing  the  patronages  of 
irks,  which  is  worthy  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold, 

part  whereof  we  (hall  here  tranferibe.  "  At  Edin- 
iirgh,  Mnrch  9th  1*649.  The  Eftate*  of  Parliament 
eing&nfible  of  the  great  obligation  that  lyes  upon 
lem  by  the  national  covenant,  and  by  the  folemn  league 
ad  covenant,  and  by  many  deliverances  and  mercies 
rom  God,  and  by  the  late  folemn  engagement  unto 
toe*,  to  preferve  the  doctrine,  and  maintain  and  vin- 
ieate  the  liberties  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  to  ad- 
ancc  the  work  of  reformation  therein  to  the  utmoft  of 
heir  power :  and  confidering  that  patronages  and  pre- 
stations of  kirks,  is  an  evil  and  bondage  under  which 
be  Lord's  people  and  minifters  of  this  land  have  long 
TOaned,  and  that  it  hath  no  warrant  in  God's  word, 
lit  is  founded  only  oh  the  common  law,  and  is  a  cuf- 
Hn  Popifli,  and  brought  into  the  kirk  in  time  of  igno» 
»nce  and  fuperftition ;  and  that  the  fame  is  contrary 
)  the  fecond  book  of  difcipline,  in  which,  upon  folid 
Qd  good  ground,  it  is  reckoned  among  abufes  that  are 
eficcd  to  be  reformed,  and  unto  the  free  calling  and 
fttry  of  minifters  unto  their  charge :  and  the  faid  eftates, 
ting  willing  and  defirous  to  promote  and  advance  the 
^formation  forefaid,  that  every  thing  in  the  houfe  of 
*od  may  be  ordered  according  to  his  woid  and  com- 
mandment ;  do  therefore,  from  the  fenfe  of  the  former 
bdigations,  and  upon  the  former  grounds  and  reafons, 
ifcharge  for  ever  hereafter  all  patronages  and  prefen- 
itions  of  kirks,  whether  belonging  to  the  king,  or  to 
ij  hick  patron,  Prefbyteries,  or  others  within  this- 
ogdom,  as  being  unlawful  and  unwarrantable  by  God's 
ord,  and  contrary  to  the  docirine  and  liberties  of  this 
rk."  Afterwards  they  fay,  *«  And  it  is  further  dc- 
ired  and  ordained,  That  if  any  prcfentation  (hall 
Vol.  IV.  Yy  hereafter 
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hereafter  be  given,  procured  or  received,  that  the  fame 
is  null  and  cf  none  efTtcl ;  and  that  it  is  lawful  for 
Pref!  yteries  to  r*  je£r.  the  fame,  and  to  refute  to  admit 
any  to  trial*  thereupon  ;  and,  notv-ithftanding  thereof, 
to  proceed  to  the  planting  of  the  kirk,  upon  the  fait  and 
calling,  or  with  the  confent  of  the  congregation,  on 
whom  none  is  to  be  obtruded  againft  their  will,"  &c. 
By  which  excellent  a&  it  is  evident,  that  our  reforming 
nobility  and  gentry,  many  whereof  were  patrons  thea> 
felves,  looked  upon  them  felves  as  under  ftroug  obliga- 
tions, both  from  the  wrrd  of  God  and  their  covenant 
engagements,  to  abolifh  patronages,  and  refiore  the 
liberty  of  congregations  in  calling  of  their  minifters. 

Thus  our  reforming  ance  ftors  were  helped  to  many 
excellent  tilings  from  1648  to  1650,  for  promoting  re- 
formation in  the  land,  though  at  the  fame  time  (it  mvft 
be  owned)  they  were  not  free  of  mi  (lakes  and  wrong 
fteps  in  their  management.  There  is  no  period  here, 
the  church  can  le  laid  to  be  without  fpot  or  wrinkle. 

After  'his  a  mournful  fcene  opened,  by  the  breaking 
diviGon  that  entered  into  the  church,  which  tended  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  reformation- work,  and  make  war 
at  length  for  reftoring  of  Prelacy.  This  was  occafion- 
ed  by  fome  er.fnaring  queftions  put  to  the  commiuum 
in  December  1650,  by  the  king  and  parliament,  (which 
they  had  better  declined  to  anfwer)  concerning  the  ad- 
mi  fli  on  of  perfons  into  places  of  public  truft,  civil  and 
military,  who  formerly  had  been  oppofers  of  the  core- 
named  reformation,  upon  their  making  public  profit 
flon  of  their  repentance ;  thofe  who  were  for  admitting 
them,  being  calkd  public  refolutioners,  3nd  thofe  a- 
gainfl  it  being  called  proteftors.  There  were  minjr 
eminently  gcod  and  great  men  upon  both  fides,  and 
fome  as  eminent  who  joined  neither  fide.  The  point 
feemed  narrow  for  the  church  to  carry  the  difltrence 
to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  fupend  and  depofe  one  another 
upon  it  as  they  did,  according  as  parties  had  the  upper 
hand  in  Synods  and  Prtfbyteries  :  for  Cromwell  the 
ufurper,  would  not  then  allow  them  to  meet  in  General 
fafieriibiiesy  by  which  the  divifion  poflibly  might  ha*e 
been  healed.  But  this  fatal  divifion  looked  like  a  judi- 
cial 
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cial  ftrokc  from  heaven  upon  the  church  for  their  fine  : 
the  Lord's  "  judgments  are  a  great  deep."  PoflTibly 
there  might  be  too  great  compliances  in  this  matter 
with  court-meafures,  and  the  humours  of  great  ment  as 
there  were  afterwards  in  the  matter  of  indulgences,  to- 
lerations, and  other  enfnaring  things  brought  in  by  the 
court  upon  the  church.  It  is  certain,  that  the  greatett 
number  of  the  drift  and  zealous  minifters  were  on  the 
proteftoTs  fide,  who  afterwards  made  a  noble  ftand  a- 
gainft  Prelacy.  And  it  appeared  afterwards,  the  pro- 
teftors  fears  which  they  exprerTtd,  that  thefe  men,  when 
taken  into  places  of  truft,  would  foon  acfc  the  old  game, 
were  but  too  well  founded.  It  mud  alfo  be  acknow- 
leged,  that  though  the  mod  part  of  the  pulilic  refolu* 
rioners  fubmitted  to  Prelacy,  yet  feveral  worthy  men 
among  them  did  not,  and  were  expofed  to  fufferings  for 
it  as  well  as  others. 

At  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  thefe  fatal  divi- 
sions among  us,  an  army  of  Sectaries  under  Cromwell 
invaded  and  oppreffed  us.  Thefe  Se&aries  had  grown 
to  fuch  a  height  in  the  Englifh  army,  that  they  invaded 
the  Parliament  of  England  their  matters,  put  away  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  modelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ac- 
cording to  their  pleafure,  and  erected  a  new  court  call- 
ed the  High  Court  of  Juftice,  before  which  they  im- 
panelled king  Charles  1.  and  violently  took  away  his 
life,  January  30th  1649  '  ag»mft  which  our  commif- 
fioners  both  from  church  and  (late  in  Scotland,  th?n 
at  London,  did  proteit,  and  were  therefore  hardly  ufei\ 
Immediately  thereupon,  Scotl.nd  proclaimed  his  fon 
Charles  IF.  their  king,  and  out  of  confuence  to  their 
Covenant,  fent  for  him,  and  crowned  him  at  Scoon, 
where  he  fokmnly  fwore  the  covenant,  Janu:ry  lit 
165L  All  which  drew  down  the  #rath  of  the  Secta- 
rian <*rmy  upon  us,  who  invaded  the  land,  (hed  much 
blood,  conquered  ui>,  and  kept  us  in  bondage  tea  years. 
During  which  time,  a  fintul  toleration  of  Sectarian 
errors  was  granted  by  Cromwell  and  his  council  in 
Scotland,  wnich  brought  in  great  loofenef^  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  practice  \  which  toleration  was  faitnfully  wit- 
nefied  againlt  both  by  ;ne  Prefbyrery  of  Edinburgh, 
Y  y  2  and 
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cne  of  the  ports  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.     He  was 
accordingly  execute  the  id  of  June  1661,  and  his  head 
fet  up  on  the  Nether-bow  port,  which  continued  there 
til)  the  revolution,  as  a  public  witnefs  again  ft  the  woe- 
ful defections  of  a  cruel  perfidious  generation.    Like- 
wife  the  worthy  and  renowned  marquis  of  Argylc  waj 
fire  days  before  eiecuted  upon  the  fame  account,  and 
his  head  fet  up  upon  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  to  the 
great  reproach  of  the  nation ;  and  fometime  after  Lord 
Wariftoun   fuffered  in  the  fame  manner*;  three  emi- 
nently great  and  good  men,  who  died  with  the  refolu- 
tion  and  Chriftianity  of  the  ancient  martyrs*    Now, 
what  could  be  ex  peeled  from  a  reign  and  a  government 
whofe  foundation  wa6  laid  in  cruelty,  and  foaked  with 
the  precious  biood  of  God's  faints  I 

After  this  the  parliament  and  council  went  00  in 
their  cruel  and  persecuting  defigns  againft  faithful  mi* 
nifters  who  would  not  coniform  to  antifcriptural  Prelacy, 
take  prefentations  from  patrons,  and  collations  from 
bifhops,  and  alfo  take  an  oath  to  the  king,  which  they 
called  an  oath  of  allegiance,  wherein  they  behoved  to 
own  his  fupremacy  in  all  cafes  civil  and  eccleGaitic: 
fome  of  thefe  minifters  they  banifhed  out  of  all  his 
Mnjrfty's  dominions :  thefe  generally  went  to  Holland, 
ami  were  kindly  received  there.  Befidcs  thefe,  feveral 
hundreds  were  fummarily  ordered  to  leave  their 
churches,  and  remove  from  their  congregations :  With 
which  orders  (it  muft  be  owned)  they  did  too  eafily 
comply,  merely  upon  proclamations  by  the  council, 
before  they  wtTe  thruft  out  by  force ;  thereby  leaving 
their  pcor  flocks  to  corrupt  teachers  that  were  after- 
ward4-  thruft  in  upon  them,  and  not  giving  a  due  tef- 
timony  againit  (uch  a  tyrannical  adt  and  incroachment 
up.>?i  thr  fpiritual  kingly  power  and  head  (hip  of  our 
Lor..  Jeiur,  v. thrift,  who  is  the  only  Lord  of  our  minif- 
try,  «nd  of  the  exercife  thereof.  Likewife,  by  ad  of 
pnTlian.e-  t,  all  the  fubjecls  were  required  to  attend 
thofc  who  v  -re  thruft  into  their  panfhes,  and  other 
confocmifts,  in  r'icir  meetings  for  worihip,  and  that  in 
acki  owler  fcf.rnt  of,  and  hearty  compliance  with  his 
Majtfty'o  jjevcrnment  ecclefiaftic  s  which  indeed  the  far 

greatelt 
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greateft  part  did,  whereby  all  degrees  of  perfons  through 
the  land  were  miferably  involved  in  the  breach  of  cove- 
nant, and  defections  of  the  time.  Nay,  the  wicked* 
iiefs  of  this  period  came  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  oar 
national  covenant,  and  the  folemn  league,  were  ordered 
by  public  authority  to  be  mod  ignominioufly  burnt  at 
feveral  maTket- crofTes,  to  the  fearful  difhonouring  of 
the  great  tremenduous  God,  with  who:ii  thefe  covenants 
were  made. 

After  fome  time's  filence,  the  ejected  minifters  be^an 
to  be  convinced  it  was  their  du'y  ro  preach  the  gofpel, 
at  the  earned  defire  of  their  people,  who  declined  to 
hear  the  curates  who  were  thru  (I  in  upon  them,  though 
forely  harrafied  for  it ;  and  that  they  ought  to  preach, 
notwithftanding  the  prohibitions  of  the  magi  (Irate,  ef- 
pecially  when  they  faw  what  fort  of  men  were  thruft 
in  upon  the  people.  At  firit  they  had  worflhip  only  in 
private  houfes  in  the  mod  peaceable  and  harmlefb  man- 
ner ;  but  the  cruel  prelates  and  rulers  would  not  bear 
with  any  fuch  meetings;  fo  that  at  length,  by  their 
feverities,  they  were  driven  from  houfes  to  the  fields 
for  more.fafety.  But  (till  feverer  laws  were  made  againft 
ail  fuch  meetings,  whether  in  the  houfes  or  fields. 
Nay,  they  came  even  to  that  height  to  er\a&,  Char!,  If. 
Pari.  2.  Seff.  2.  1670,  "  That  if  «ny  man  (hall  preach 
or  pray  in  the  fields,  or  in  any  houfe,  where  there  (hall 
be  more  hearers  than  the  houfe  cont  .ins,  f<>  as  fome  of 
them  be  without  doors,  he  (hall  be  puniihed  with  death 
and  confiscation  of  goods.''  So  that,  by  this  terrible 
law,  two  or  three  hearkening  at  hontft  men's  doors  or 
windows  in  time  of  family- worfhip,  though  potted 
there  out  of  malice  or  mere  curiofity,  did  expole  the 
wot  (nippers  of  God  to  a  cruel  death.  Thefc  and  fuch 
like  laws  tended  to  baniih  family  worfhip  out  of  the 
land,  and  were  too  fuccefsful  that  way.  Lakewife  frvere 
puniihments  were  enacted  againft  ths  hearer*  of  ejected 
minifters,  and  thefe  who  did  not  hear  the  parith  mini- 
fters, or  employed  others  to  baptife  their  children. 
And  they  proceeded  to  incredible  baroanties  againft 
non  conformifts,  both  minifters  and  people.  Yet,  in 
thefe  oruei  perfecutiog  times,  the  Lord  gave  teilimony 

to 
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to  the  word  of  his  grace,  and  blened  his  ordinance* 
(though  pro!  ibitet!  by  p-trn)  with  very  rc-nurkable  foe- 
cefs  ;  and  the  mnre  pains  the  per  fee  tiling  Prelate*  and 
their  indrunents  were  at  to  fupprefs  thefe  afiemblies, 
the  more  numerous  they  grew,  and  the  parifli  churches 
were  the  mere  deferred. 

When  methods  of  fcrce  and  cruelty  could  not  prevail 
to  Hep  thefe  afiemblies,  they  fell  upon  more  crafty 
ways  by  granting  indulgence  to  fome  of  the  ejected 
minifters  to  preach  in  vacant  c  Lure  he  s,  under  certain 
limitations  :  fuch  ar„  Their  being  confined  within  their  - 
parifhes,  and  not  encouraging  thofe  of  other  congrega- 
tions to  r<  fort  to  thtm  ;  their  forbearing  to  ledture  be- 
fore fermon  ;  their  not  preaching  in  church  yards;  their 
not  admitting  minifters  who  were  not  indulged  to  affift 
them,  &c.  This  indulgence,  and  prefcribing  rules  to 
miniileT*,  being  ordered  by  the  king  and  his  counfel, 
by  virtue  of  1  is  ecclefi attic  fupremacy,  now  tftabliOied 
by  law,  was  on  the  magiftrates  part  a  finful  encroach- 
ment upo'.i  Chrift's  heat!  (hi  p  over  his  church.  And 
though  poor  harr-ffed  minifters  might  be  glad  of  any 
little  breathing  time  for  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry 
in  the  midit  of  heavy  fufierir.gs,  yet,  if  any  of  them 
did  accept  of  the  magiftrate's  indulgence  upon  the  con- 
ditions and  reftriclions  prefcril-cd,  they  cannot  be  juf- 
ti Ik d  therein-,  but  for  thofe  worthy  miniiters  who  left 
all  for  C brill  and  their  confeience,  and  fuffered  greatly 
for  not  complying  with  Prelacy,  and  other  defections 
of  their  time,  ar.d  who  always  refufed  that  they  ac- 
cepted the  indulgence  up*  n  the  terms  of  the  king  and 
council  (though  they  preached  in  the  churches  they  af- 
figned)  neither  did  obferve  thefe  terms  while  they  en- 
joyed the  benefit,  and  were  afterwards  turned  out  again 
upon  that  account  \  it  were  hard  to  charge  them  with 
approving  of  the  king's  ufurped  fupremacy :  Though, 
at  the  fame  time,  we  with  they  had  given  a  more  full 
and  explicit  teltimony  again (t  the  Eraitian  encroach- 
ments of  the  magiilratc,  than  we  can  learn  they  did. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  hereof,  God  was  pleafed  to  glo- 
rify his  fovereign  grace,  in  giving  remarkable  fucccfi 
to    the    labours    and    rnimilry   cf    thofe   indulged  in 
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es,  as  well  as  tbofe  who  pleached  in  the  fields, 
t  whom  there  continued  much  love  and  peace 
my  years  5  until  once  fome  began  to  condemn 
lulged  fo  for,  as  to  preach  up  reparation  from 

upon  which  followed  very  fad  and  mournful 
is  among  the  people  of  God,  even  while  under 

perfecution,  the  fruits  whereof,  continue  to  this 

this  time,  many  confcience-debauching  oaths, 
dons,  and  bonds,  were  impofed  upon  the  people 
*  land,  for  engaging  them  to  own  the  king's 
lacy  orer  all  perfons,  and  in  all  caufes;  to 
ce  our  covenants,  with  defenfive  arms,  and  all 
rmer  fteps  taken  for  carrying  on  reformation. 
»  others,  that  felf-contradi&ory  oath  of  the  Tcft 
ipofed,  and  made  a  handle  for  perfecuting  many 

ranks  and  ftations.  They  who  refufed  thefe 
and  did  not  conform  to  Prelacy  as  required, 
sxpofed  to  the  greateft  cruelties,  being  put  to 
r  about  in  defarts  and  mountains,  and  to  lodge 
is  and  caves  of  the  earth.  Multitudes  were 
?d  their  native  country  ;  many  fuffered  long 
mment,  and  that  in  the  moft  miferable  and 
thful  places;  others  were  fined  and  fpoiled  of 
goods,  and  many  pillaged  and  plundered  by 
:fs  foldiers  and  barbarous  Highlanders  let  loofe 
hem;  hufbands  were  exorbitantly  fined,  and 
f  ruined,  for  their  wives  abfenting  from  the 
churches,  though  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
;  preaching,  praying,  or  even  hearing,  at  meet* 
ot  authorised  by  law,  was  made  death :  Yea* 
g  to  witnefs  againft  thofe  guilty  of  the  crimes 
tchingf  praying,  or  hearing,  was  alfo  punifhable 
eath.  Simple  converting  with  perfons  forfeited 
rcommuned,  though  our  neareft  relations,  huf- 

wives,  parents,  children,  &c.  or  the  giving 
my  fupply  when  itarving,  or  the  not  revealing 
ing  or  demanding  of  it,  was  declared  treafon ; 
men  were  expofed  to  a  cruel  death  for  pure  a&s 
rity. 
AV.  Z  z  The 
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The  privy  council  in  thofe  day*  afiumed  a  parliamen- 
tary power,  and  rr.ade  ads  and  laws  even  more  Moody 
than  thofe  of  the  parliament  ;  And  though  theft  mem 
mod  cruel  and  birbarous  in  themfetaes,  yet  they  were 
often  more  barbaroufty  put  in  execution :  fothat  this 
poor  land  became  a  miferable  field  of  blood,  cruelty  and 
defe&ion.  Many  of  all  ranks,  noblemen,  gentlemen, 
xninirtersy  citizens,  2nd  commons,  had  their  blood  fad 
on  fcsffolds,  as  if  they  had  been  the  great  eft -makfaden, 
and  their  heads  and  members  fet  up  on  pinnacles  to  the 
view  of  the  world.  Many  were  tortured  with  boots, 
rhumbkins,  fire  matches,  &c.  to  force  them  to  difcorer 
their  fecret  thoughts  of  (late  matters,  accufe  themfehes 
or  others,  and  anfwer  fuch  queftions  as  judges  pleafcd 
to  aft  at  them.  To  fuch  a  height  of  cruelty  and  tyran- 
ny were  things  carried,  that  full  power  was  gwen  tt 
mercilefs  foldiers  both  to  be  judges  and  executioner&sf 
innocent  people  *,  fo  that  in  time  of  peace,  without  my 
witnefles  or  form  of  law,  they  cut  eff  many  in  die  opta 
fields  and  highways,  and  dragged  feverals  out  of  their 
lioufee,  and  murdered  them,  if  they  did  not  take  fuch 
oaths  or  anfwer  fuch  queftions  as  they  put  to  them; 
and  fometimes  would  not  give  them  fo  much  time,  be- 
fore  killing  them,  as  to  pray  to  God  for  mercy.  This 
was  the  land  foaked  with  blood,  for  the  planting  and 
growth  of  the  bitter  root  of  Prelacy  therein.  Ah !  haie 
we  not  caufe  to  fear  that  the  Lord  .plead  a  controferiy 
with  us,  as  he  ciid  with  Judah  many  years  after,  for  the 
(ins  of  Manaffeh,  and  the  innocent  blood  that  he  Ihed, 
which  (it  is  faid)  "  the  Lord  would  not  pardon?"  2 King* 
xxiv.  3,4  O  that  the  land  weie  purged  from  it ! 

After  king  Charles's  death,  king  James,  a  profeflM 
Papift,  fucceeded  to  him  in  the  year  16&5,  when,  n& 
only  our  civil  liberties,  but  the  Proteftant  religion,  wtf 
ready  to  be  facrificed  :  for  he  was  admitted  to  the  g* 
vcrnment  without  taking  the  coronation  oath,  which 
binds  the  king  to  maintain  it :  And  our  parliantdt 
Avhen  they  met,  made  an  offer  of  duty  .to  the  king* 
-wherein  ihey  openly  declare  for  the  king's  absolute  four- 
er  and  authority,  and  promife  to  give  him  entire  obc- 
•dience  without  rt  ferve.    This  engagement  fuxely  was 
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blasphemous*,  being  only  proper  te  the  foveseign  ma* 
jcAy  of  God*    Upon  fuch  encouragement,  the  ki»g 
took  upon  bim,  by  virtue  of  hia  abfolute  power  and 
prerogative*  royal,  to  ©ifpenfc  with  laws  at  his  plea  fujee, 
and  particularly  to.  (Upend  all  penal  laws  againft  Pa- 
pifts,  and  to  allow  them,  the  free  excrcife  of  their  reli, 
grass*  Sometime  after,  vhj.  28th  June  1687,  he  by  bis 
proclamation  fufpended  all  penal  and  faoguinary  laws 
made  againft  ether  Nonconformifts,  viz  Prefby  tartans : 
and  gate  them  leave  to  worfhip  God  in  theit  own  way 
i»  heofcc,  injoinmg  them  to  take  care  that  nothing  be 
pleached  or  taught  among  them  that  might  any  wife 
.fend  to  alienate  the  hearts  of  his  people  from  him  or 
hi&  government  -y  and  to  fignify  to  the  next  magistrate 
what  places  they  make  ufe  of,  with  the  names  of  the 
preachers.    Prefbyterian  minifters  did  generally  accept 
*>f  this  liberty,  and  thofe  who  were  abroad  returned 
home,  and/ got  meeting  houfes.  fitted  up  fcr  them,  and 
multitudes  nocked  to  attend  their  miniftry,  and  found 
it  remarkably  bleffcd  to  them.     This  toleration  indeed 
-proceeded  from  a  vile  fpring,  viz.  ihe  king's  abfolute 
dvfpenfing  power  >  yet  Divine  Providence  made  ufe  of 
it,  contrary  to  the  defign  of  the  granter,  as  a  mean  to 
faring  home  the  banifhed,  and  prepare  the  way  for  the 
happy  revolution  that  foon  followed  upon  it.     There 
fct  m  the  proclamation  an  injunction  upon  minifters  to 
preach  nothing  that  tended  to  alienate  the  hearts  of  the 
lubje&s  from  the  king  and  his  government*     If  the 
meaning  of  that  was,  that  in  their  fermons  they  (hould 
give  no  teftimony  againft  Popery  or  the  toleration  of  it, 
it  was  finful  in  any  roinilter  to  comply  with  it :  But  we 
ought  in  charity  to  belitve  that  thefe  faithful  minifters, 
who  had  long  given  proof,  by  their  fufferings,  of  their 
zeal  for  Chnft  and  his  caufc,  had  no  regard  to  the  in- 
jun&ion  in  that  fenfe,  but  exonercd  their  conferences 
111  teftifying  againft  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the 
day,  and  for  which  fome  were  imprifoned  at  that  time. 
No  doubt  thofe  who  had  been  long  opprcfled  in  their 
confidences,  had  their  blood  mingled  with  their  faeri- 
fices,  and  wanted  ordinances,  would  be  glad  of  a  breath- 
ing time  to  ferve  the  Lord.     But,  alas,  we  have  it  to 
Z  z  2  regret, 
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regret,  that  "  in  every  thing  we  offend,  and  code 
ibort  of  the  glory  of  God.  Ah  !  we  and  our  father* 
have  finned/'  and  we  have  great  caufe  to  be  deeply 
humbled  both  for  their  fins  and  our  own. 

But  behold  how  the  mercy  of  God  appeared  for  tu» 
after  inmlknerable  provocations,  and  when  all  ranks  had 
made  fearful  defections  from  God  and  their  engage- 
ments to  him.     And  after  this  church  had  lien  under 
fad  opprcflion  for  near  twenty  eight  years,  and  Popery 
was  far  advanced,  and  the  civil  power  in  the  hands  of 
Papifts ,  and  there  was  but  little  wanting  to  ••compiifli 
the  ruin  both  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties  \  tht 
mighty  Lord  ftept  in,  and  made  a  wonderful  appest 
ance  tor  us,  by  fending  over  the  Prince  of  Orange  (af- 
terwards proclaimed  king  in  November  1686,  torefcoc 
11s  from  Popery  and  tyranny,  and  that  at  a  time  after 
fevtral  attempts  for  our  relief  had  mifgiven,  and  die 
hearts  of  all  true  Proteftants  were  beginning  to  faint 
within  them,  and  the  Popifh  fadion  had  a  numerous 
army  to  fupport  them*     Yet,  now,  when  God's  time 
was  come,  our  deliverance  was  brought  about  with 
great  facility,  through  the  wonderful  working  and  con- 
currence of  Divine  Providence  :  So  that  "  it  was  not 
our  own  arm,  but  the  Lord's  right  hand,  that  wrought 
this  falvation"  for  us ;  a  falvation  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  friends  of  religion  and  liberty.     In  particular, 
the  church  of  Scotland  ought  always  to  commemorate 
the  glorious  deliverance  and  revolution  in  1688,  where- 
by (he  was  raifed  out  of  the  dud,  and  to  be  thankful  to 
the  great  God  the  Author  thereof,  and  to  have  a  favour/ 
remembrance  of  the  name  of  king  William,  the  happy 
inftrument  of  it  under  God.     Since  which  time  the 
Lord  has  granted  her  fifty  five  years  freedom  from  per- 
secution, and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  gofpel  ordinances 
and  church  judicatories,  fuch  as  (he  never  had  fincethe 
reformation.      Though,   alas !  we  mud  acknowledge 
with  (h.ime,  that  we  have  not  improven  fuch  noble  op- 
portunities for  God  and  his  glory,  as  we  ought  to  have 
done. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  having,  in  his  declaration  for 
Scotland,  (hewn  a  great  concern  for  our  religious  and 
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civil  liberties,  and  for  the  persecuted  Prefbyterians  in 
Sqotland,  whofe  furTerings  he  was  well  informed  of  by 
Our  refugees  in  Holland  from  time  to  time  \  the  Pref- 
byterian  rntnifters  met  and  addrefipd  him,  congratulat- 
ing his  arrhral  in  Britain,  and  thanking  him  for  his  de- 
claration ;  wherein  they  complain  of  the  overturning  of 
Prefbyterian  government,  which  was  generally  received 
as  of  divine  right,  andof  the  eftabli thing  of  Prelacy 
contrary  to  folemn  engagements-     When  the  prince 
came  to  the  throne,  and  had  the  government  in  his 
bands,'  he  a&ed  agreeably  to  his  declaration :   And 
though  he  did  not  all  for  us  we  could  have  wiftied,  yet 
we  have  good  ground  to  be  allured  ef  king  William's 
hearty  inclinations  to  fcrve  the  church  of  Scotland,  and 
his  willingnefs  to  have  done  much  more  fotf  her  than  he 
did.     But  it  was  our  unhappinefs,  as  well  as  his,  that 
he  had  a  Prelatic  church  in  England  to  manage  and 
gratify,  among  whom  the  Scot  a  Prelatifts  wanted  not  a- 
bundance  of  friends  to  agent  daily  for  them ;  Thefe 
proved  jgreat  clogs  and  hindrances  to  the  king's  gracious 
intentions  :  yet  notwithftanding  he  did  a  great  deal  to 
raife  up  a  poor  unking  church  from  imminent  ruin, 
which  we  ought  never  to  forget. 

Through  the  encouragement  of  his  declaration,  and 
call  to  our  dates,  a  convention  of  ftafces  met  at  Edin- 
burgh in  April  1689, wno  *°nnc<i  a  claim  of  right,  {fit- 
ting forth  the  grievances  and  privileges  of  the  nation, 
and  among  the  reft  declaring,  that  *'  Prelacy,  an, I  the 
Superiority  of  any  office  in  the  church  above  Prefbyten, 
is  and  hath  been  a  great  and  infupportable  grievance 
and  trouble  to  this  nation,,  and  contrary  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  generality  of  the  people  ever  fince  the  re* 
formation  (they  having  reformed  from  Popery  by  Pres- 
byters) and  therefore  ought  to  be  aboliChed."  And  the 
faid  convention  being  afterward  turned  into  a  parlia- 
ment, the  king  and  queen,  with  their  advice  and  content 
in  July  1689,  did  formally  abolifh  Prelacy,  and  refcind 
all  a&s  and  ltatutes  formerly  paft  in  favours  of  it.  There 
was  alfo  the  draught  of  an  aft  brought  in,  and  twice 
jread  in  parliament,  for  excluding  all  thofe  from  places 
40/ public  truft,  who  had  a  (hare  id  the  oppreffions  of 
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the  former  reigns :  but  the  more  zealous  part  in  the 
parliament  bait  not  ftrength  to  carry  it,  and  therefore  it 
was  drcpt,  to  the  peat  prejudice  of  both  chinch  aid 
ftate.  The  earls  M-Ivil,  Crawfurd,  and  fereral  others, 
were  very  friendly  to  Pre  ;  yterUns  :  yet  they  could  not 
this  fcffion  of  Pailiamert  carry  an  aft  for  re  (taring  Fret 
byterian  government,  partly  becaufe  fereral  leading 
members  were  either  inclined  tolLpifcopcy,  or  pretend- 
ed to  dread  the  tyranny  cf  Prcfbyrtry  ;  and  oaitly  be- 
caufe the  enemies  of  this  church  h?.d  fo  much  intereft 
in  feverals  about  the  king  to  call  remora's  in  the  way. 
Yet  a  good  many  Epifcopical  minifters  were  by  the  conn- 
ci!  turned  out  of  their  churches,  for  not  praying  for  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  and  for  other  afts  of  diflay- 
alty. 

Next  year,  April  KS90,  an  aft  of  parliament  was  paft 
for  reftoring  all  the  furviving  Prefbyterian  minifters  to 
their  churches,  who  had  been  thruft  from  them  fince 
January  1661,  for  not  conforming  to  Prelacy  and  the 
courfes  of  the  time-  Likewife,  they  refcinded  the  a& 
for  the  kings  fupremacy  in  eccltfiaftic  caufes.  June 
7th  1^90,  they  pail  an  aft  for  ratifying  the  Confeffion 
of  Faith,  now  received  among  us,  after  it  was  read  in 
thtir  prefence  :  aifo  they  eflablifhed  Prefbyterian  go- 
vernment and  difcipline,  as  it  was  fettled  by  14th  a#, 
James  VI.  Pari.  1 2.  1592.  except  that  part  of  it  relating 
to  patronages ;  they  refcinded  many  afts  which  were 
made  againft  Prcfb/tery,  and  for  Prelacy,  and  for  the 
five  articles  of  Perth,  the  tdt,  &c.  and  appointed  the 
firft  meeting  of  the  general  aflembly  to  be  in  October 
169c.  It  \b  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  the  aft  eftablifhing 
Prefbyterian  government,  tLey  eftablilh  it,  not  only  u 
agreeable  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people  as  in  the  claim 
of  right,  but  alfo  as  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
mod  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  true  piety  and 
godlinefs.  And  by  that  aft  they  exprefsly  refcind  all 
other  acts,  laws,  flatutes  and  proclamations,  in  fo  far  a 
they  are  contrary  to,  or  inconfiftent  with,  the  Proteftant 
relig'on  and  Prefbyt*  rian  government  now  eflablifhed} 
which  includes  all  the  unrighteous  a&s  of  the  late  reigns 
againft  the  church. 
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'Uiy  their  23d  «&  they  abolifhed  pafomges,  and  gare 
liberty  to  parishes  to  call  their  own  minifters.     By  a£t 
39.th.a11d  2tvh,  they  refciniied  tlie  perfecating  laws  of  the 
focmer  period;  thereby  mens  confeiences  were  delivered 
from  the  thraldom  of  enfnaring  oaths,  and  of  attending 
any  woxfhip  againft  their  light.    Likewife,  they  paft  an 
a&  -for  refcirding  the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the  former 
reigns ;  which  was  a  public  condemnation  of  the  op- 
preffion  and  cruelty  thereof.  Surely  then  we  mud  own 
that  thefe  were  not  fmall  things  which  king  William 
and  his  parliament  did  for  this  poor  church  when  lying 
in  the  duft.     Some  at  a  diftance  may  make  light  of 
them,  becaufe  every  thirg  was  not  done  they  would 
hate  had ;  but  furely  Chriftians  of  folid  judgment,  and 
tbofe  who  groaned  fo  long  under  the  heavy  bondage 
and  fuffe rings  of  thofe  times,  were  made  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thankfulnefs,  that  it  was  the  Lord's  right 
hand  that  turned  again  the  captivity  of  our  Zion.    Our 
reftored  captives  were  then  furprifed  with  their  liberty; 
they  were  like  men  that  dreamed,  amazed  at  the  works 
<jf  the  Lord,  and  obliged  to  fay,  "  The  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  for  us." 

:In  confequence  of  the  afl:  of  parliament,  the  firft 
general  aflembly  met  at  Edinburgh  O&ober  16th  1690, 
afteT  about  forty  years  interruption,  where  was  a  great 
gathering  of  old  baniftied  fufFering  minifters,  who  had 
farmed  the  long  ftorm  of  persecution  that  lay  upon 
this  toifrd  and  afflicted  church.  Thefe  minifters  had 
feveral  general  meetings  before  this :  In  one  of  thena 
they  agreed  that  the  firft  day  of  the  Affembly's  meeting 
ihould  be  kept  as  a. day  of  folemn  failing  and  humilia- 
tion, which  .was  obferved  accordingly  by  prayer  and 
S leaching  both  before  and  afternoon,  their  majefties 
igh  commiffioner  Lord  Carmichael  joining  with  them 
in  that  good  work.  Afterwards  king  William's  letter 
to  the  Aflembly  was  prefented,  in  which  he  expre&s 
his  affe&ion  to  them,  but  preffes  caimnefs  and  modera- 
tion in  their  proceedings  in  very  ftrong  terms ;  yea,  tells 
them,  that  his  authority  (hould  never  be  a  tool  .to  their 
-irregular  paiBons.  In  anfwer  to  this  letter,  the  Afllm- 
fclyiay,  •«  They  received  this  letter  with  all  the  joy 

and 
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2nd  thankfulnefs  that  the  rifing  and  finning  again  of 
the  royal  favour  upon  thi  •  long  affii&ed  and  drftrened 
church  could  poflibly  infpire.     The  God  of  love,  the 
Prince  of  peace,  with  all  the  providences  that  have 
gone  over  us,  and  circumftances  that  we  are  under,  at 
well  as  your  majr fty's  obliging  pleafure,  require  of  us 
a  calm  and  peaceabl*  procedure.    And  if,  after  thevio* 
lence  for  confcicnce  fake,  that  we  have  fuffeied  and  fe 
much  dttefted,  and  thofe  grievous  abtifes  of  authority 
in  the  late  reigns,  (whereby,  through  fome  ntens  irre- 
gular pafiions,  we  have  fo  fadly  fmarted)  we  ourfidrei 
Ihould  lapfc  into  the  fame  error?,  we  fliould  certainly 
prove  the  mod  unjuft  towards  God,  foolifli  towards 
ourfelves,  and  ungrate  towards  your  rhajefty,  of  all  met 
upon  eanh.n    Afterwards  they  fay,  "  DeGring  in  aD 
things  to  approve  ourfclves  unto  God,  as  the  true  dif- 
ciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  though  molt  zealous  ft* 
gainil  all  corruptions  in  his  church,  was  moft  gentle 
towards  the  perfons  of  men."    But,  notwithftandingtf 
all  this  moderation  of  the  Aflembly,  the  Prelatical  party 
iaifed  great  clamours  again  ft  them  at  court,  and  througD 
England,  for  their  fever ity.     But,  as  the  aflembly  ob» 
ferve  in  their  forefdid  anfwer  to  tie  king,  "  Great  re- 
volutions of  this  nature  mud  be  attended  with  occafionj 
of  complaint ;  and  even  the  word  of  men  are  ready  to 
cry  out  of  wrong  for  their  jufteft  defervings." 

This  afTembly  was  much  concerned  to  get  Prefcf- 
terians  united  among  themfelves,  who  under  the  late 
persecution  had  betn  wofuily  divided  by  means  of  the 
indulgences  and  toleration  granted  by  the  civil  govern- 
ment ;  and,  to  comj  afs  this  defign,  they  received  into 
fellowihip  with  this  church  and  her  judicatories,  three 
minifters,  Mailers  Linning,  Shields,  and  Boyd,  who 
had  carried  the  point  of  ieparation  on  the  forefaid  ac- 
counts to  too  great  a  height ;  but  now  promiied  to  lire 
in  union  with,  and  fubjeciion  to  the  judicatories  of  the 
church  for  the  luture  j  having  at  the  fame  ti:r»e  given 
in  a  jong  paper  f <  r  the  exoneration  of  their  confeiencet; 
bearing  tcltunony  to  what  they  judged  right,  and  *» 
gainil  what  the  y  took  to  be  wrong.  Thefe  three  mint 
iters  afterwards  proved  eminently  ufeful  in  the  church 
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and  in  the  judicatories,  and  contributed  greatly  to  heal 
the  fchifm  that  was  among  us. 

This  church  having  been  long  overwhelmed  with 
ruins,  this  Affembly  1690  had  much  work  to  do,  to 
remove  fome  of  the  rubbUh,  and  eftablifli  fome  order : 
They  had  multitudes  of  curates  remaining  in  the  church- 
es  ftill  to  deal  with ;  they  had  civil  rulers  urging  a 
coalition  with,  or  comprchenfion  of,  many  of  them  % 
they  had  rents  among  themfelvea  to  heal    and  many 
other  difficulties  to  grapple  with.     A  mid  ft  all  thefe  they 
did  a  great  many  good  things,  fuch  as  appointing  all 
mintfterSf  elders,  and  probationers,  to  fubferibe  the  Con- 
feffion  of  Faith ;  making  a&s  for  keeping  the  Lord's 
day,  and  for  applying  the  Parliament  to  alter  markets 
from  Saturdays  and  Mondays,  for  erecting  fchools  in 
the  Highlands,  providing  them  with  Irifh  Bibles,  for 
refcinding  the  fentence9  pad  by  the  public  refolutioners 
and  proteftors  againft  one  another.     They  appointed 
large  committees  or  commiffions  for  vifiting   feveral 
parts  of  the  national  church,  with  inftru&ions  how  to 
manage  1  they  alfo  appointed  two  of  their  number  to 
repair  to  London,  to  wait  upon  the  king  concerning  the 
affair*  of  this  church.     And  for  further  healing  of  their 
rents,  turning  away  the  wrath  of  God,  and  imploring 
Ilia  mercy*  they  appointed  a  national  faft  to  be  obferved 
on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  January  thereafter  :    In  the 
caufes  whereof,  they  enumerate  a  great  many  fins  of 
the  land,  both  in  the  former  and  prefent  times $  fuch 
as,  "  Ingratitude  for  mercies,  treacherous  dealing  with 
God,  untied faftmefs  in  his  covenant,  falling  from  their 
fir  ft  love,  open  defection  of  all  ranks  from  the  ways  of 
God,  by  horrid  immoralities,  and  facrificing  the  intereft 
of  Chrift  and  privileges  of  his  church  to  the  will  and 
lufts  of  men,  introducing  Prelacy,  impofing  and  taking 
unlawful  oaths,  (bedding  innocent  blood,  the  general 
fainting  under  the  late  petfecution6,  and  even  of  emi- 
nent tniaifters,  by  either  yielding  to  the  defections  and 
evils  of  time,  or  hot  giving  feafo liable  arid  neceflary  tef- 
timony  againft  them ;  ignoiance  and  neg?c&  of  Chrift; 
and  of  living  by  faith  on  him  ;  contempt  of  thfe  gofpe), 
and  barrennefs  under  it  5  want  of  holinefs  and  piety 
VoL    IV.  3  A  towards 
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towards  God,  and  of  love  and  charity  towards  men) 
the  mod  part  being  more  ready  to  cenfuie  the  fins  of 
others,  than  to  repent  of  their  own."     Thefe,  audi 
great  many  other  evils,  they  mention  as  a  ground  of 
failing.      It  has  indeed  been  complained  of,  that  the 
bints  giv*n  of  fome  of  thefe  evils  ?re  too  general.    No 
doubt,  if  the  drawing  of  the  aft  had  been  put  in  fome 
hands,  thefe  h.d  been  more  particularly  and  fully  ex- 
prefled,  and  the  Aflembly  would  not  have  fcrupled  to 
have  approven  the  aft  in  that  fhape.     It  is  wifhcd  the 
aft  had  been  more  full  and  explicit,   with  refpeft  to 
the  (bedding  of  the  blood  of  God's  faints  and  martyrs 
under  prelacy,  the  king's  ecclefiaftic  fuprerr.acy  then 
advanced  to  a  mod  blafphemous  height,  the  fdtcon- 
tradiftory  oath  of  the  abominable  ted,  and  the  fearful 
indignities  done  to  our  covenants,  which  we  find  men- 
tioned by  fubfequent  aflemblies,  and  for  which  there  it 
caufe  of  mourning  and  humiliation  to  this  day.    Like- 
wire  we  wi(h  they  had  done  more  to  retrieve  the  ho- 
nour of  thefe  broken  and  burnt  Covenants,  by  opeqly 
aflerting  the  lawfulnefs  and  obligation  of  them,  and 
applying  to  the  civil  powers  for  their  concurrence  to 
renew  them,  or  rather  of  one  made  up  of  both,  with 
accommodation  to  their  times  and  circuraftances.    No 
doubt  they  were  well  apprifed  of  the  6ppofition  that 
would  be  made  to  fuch  a  motion,  as  they  found  made 
to  other  fuch  defigns,  and  particularly  to  that  of  purg- 
ing the  church,  and  keeping  out  of  judicatories  thofe 
who  were  enemies  to  it  \  in  which  they  met  with  ftre- 
nuous  opposition  from  ft  ate  (men  and  great   men  in 
power,  and  even  from  the  throne  itfelf ;  as  appears 
from  the  king  to  the  Commifiion  of  Aflembly  1690, 
and  his  letter  to  Affembly  1692,  wherein  he  preffri 
ftrongly  their  uniting  with  the  Epifcopal  minifters  then 
in  churches.     His  commiflioner,  the  Earl  of  Lothian, 
feconded  the  king's  letter  ;  and,  becaufe  they  fell  not  in 
with  it,  he  laid  he  had  orders  to  di Solve  the  Aflembly, 
which  he  did,  without  naming  a  diet  for  another. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  obferve  the  noble  fpirit  and 
difpofition  of  the  Aflembly  169?,  which  they  (hewed 
upon  that  occafion.      The  moderator,    Mr  William 

Crichton, 
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Crichton,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Commiffioner,  delivered 
himf^lf  as  follows  :    "  May  it  pleafe  your  Grace,  this 
Aflembly,  and  all  the  members  of  this  national  church, 
are  under  the  grcateft  obligations  poffible  to  his  Majcfty:. 
and,  if  his  Majedy*s  commands  to  us  had  been  in  any 
or  all  our  concerns  in  the  world,  we  would  have  laid 
our  hands  upon  our  mouth  and  been  filent ;    but  they 
being  for  a  difiblution  of  this  AfTembly,  without  inclin- 
ing anotheT  to  a  certain  day,  therefore,  having  been 
moderator  to  this  Aflembly,  I  in  their  name,  they  ad- 
hering to  me,  humbly  crave  leave  to  declare,  that  the 
office-bearers  in  the  houfe  of  God  have  a  fpiritual  in- 
ttinfic  power  from  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Head  of  his 
church,  to  meet  in  Aflembly  about  the  affairs  thereof, 
the  neceflity  of  the  fame  being  firft  reprefented  to  the 
magiftrate ;  and  further,  I  humbly  crave,  that  the  dhTo* 
lution  of  this  AfTembly,  without  indicting  a  new  one 
to  a  certain  day,  may  not  be  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
yearly  General  Affemblies  granted  us  by  the  laws  of 
the  kingdom."     Here  the  members  rofe  up,  and  with 
one  voice  declared  their  adherence  to  what  the  modera- 
tor had  faid.     Whereupon,  the  moderator  turning  him- 
felf  to  the  Aflembly,  as  if  he  was  to  pray,  the  mem- 
bexs,  by  a  general  cry,  preffed  to  name  a  diet  for  the 
next  General  AfTembly.     The  moderator  thereupon 
faid,  That,  if  they  pleafed,  the  next  General  Aflembly 
might  meet  here  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the  third  Wed- 
nesday of  Augud  1693  Years-      And  the  members  did 
again  with  one  voice  declare  their  approbation  thereof. 
Wherefore  thofe  who  knew  the  difficulties  our  ancedors 
had  then  to  druggie  with,  will  rather  be  inclined  to 
pity  than  cenfure  them,  and  to  blefs  God  that  helped 
them  to  do  fo  well ;  though  dill  it  mud  be  owned,  it 
would  have  been  much  for  the  church's  exoneration, 
that  matters  had  been  more  plainly  and  clofely  laid  to 
the  door  of  the  date,  that  the  world  might  have  feen 
where  the  dop  was. 

Nevertheless,  by  that  wonderful  Revolution,  all  per- 
secution was  dopt,  and  the  church  enjoyed  the  freedom 
of  gofpel  ordinances  >  the  Lord  gave  large  tedimony  to 
the  word  of  his  grace,  and  there  were  great  days  of 
?A?  thfc 
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the  "  Son  of  min"  in  many  placet  of  the  hnd,  and 
multitudes  of  fouls  were  brought  in  to  Jefus  Chrift 
their  Saviour.  Likewife  judicatories  did  many  goai 
things,  fome  of , which  we  (hall  inftance. 

The  General  Affembly,  in  the  years  1694,  1697, 
1698,  and  fubfe quent  years,  (hewed  great  zeal  for  ftp- 
preffing  profanenefs  and  immorality,  by  making  maay 
a£ks  to  that  purpofe,  and  by  applying  to  the  Parliament 
to  concur  with  them  by  the  civil  authority  \  who  wew 

1>leafcd  to  revive  former  a&s,  and  make  feveral  excel* 
ent  new  afts  for  that  end,  which  the  Affcmbly  ap- 
pointed to  be  read9  together  with  their  own  ads,  ft* 
quently  from  the  pulpits.  Likewife,  it  was  the  can 
and  bufinefs  of  the  General  Affembly,  for  many  yean, 
to  get  the  North  and  Highlands  fuppUed  awl  plaited 
with  proper  minifters  ;  they  (ent  diverfe  committees  of 
the  mofl  experienced  minifters  to  purge  and  plant  die 
North,  and  tranfported  many  of  the  beft  minifteti  of 
(he  South  to  that  country. 

Thefe  firft  Afiemblies,  and  feverals  finee,  have  made 
drift  laws  with  refpe£t  to  licenfing  preachers,  not 
only  about  their  learning,  orthodoxy,  aqd  prudence ; 
but  have  appointed  preibyteries  "  to  make  narrow 
enquiry  into  their  moral  chara&er  and  piety,  and  whit 
fenfe  and  impreflions  they  have  of  religion  upon  tipir 
own  fouls ;  and  they  declare  that  fuch  as  are  efteemed 
to  be  vain,  imprudent,  proud,  or  worldly-minded,  by 
the  generality  of  fober  intelligent  perfons  who  converfe 
-with  them,  (hall  be  kept  back  from  that  facred  work.* 
Happy  were  it  for  the  church,  if  thefe  excellent  Tula 
were  ftridly  obferved  by  all  the  preibyteries  of  this 
church ! 

They  made  a£te  again  ft  the  Atheiftical  opinion!  of 
the  Deifts  and  others.  They  condemned  the  errors  of 
Madam  Bourignon,  and  depofed  Dr  Garden  for 
efpoufmg  them.  They  ftri&ly  appointed  all  miniften 
and  preachers  to  fubferibe  the  Confeffion  of  Faith. 
And  for  preserving  of  truth,  and  for  preventing  the 
corrupting  of  youth  with  error  and  immorality,  they 
appointed  all  fchoolmafters,  chaplains,  and  governors 
of  youth,  to  fubferibe  the  Confeffion  of  Faith;  and 

thofe 
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thofe  who  do  not  fo,  or  are  guilty  of  negligence,  error 
or  immorality,  they  appointed  prefbyteries  to  apply  to 
magiftrates,  heritors,  &c.  to' get  them  removed  from 
their  offices.  They  alfo  ena&ed,  That  thofe  who 
(hould  receive  licence  or  ordination  from  any  of  the 
late  prelates,  (hould  be  incapable  of  minifierial  com- 
munion with  this  church,  till  they  give  evidence  of  their 
repentance. 

They  made  excellent  barrier  a£ts,  for  preventing  all 
innovations  in  our  do&rine,  worlhip,  or  government, 
by  appointing  that  all  thefe  ads  which  are  to  be  bind- 
ing rules  and  con(Utution$  to  the  church,  (hall  firft  be 
propofed  as  overtures  to  the  Aflembly,  and  be  tranf- 
jniftcd  by  them  to  the  feveral  prefbyteries  of  this  church, 
4»t  they  may  fend  their  opinions  or  confent  to  the 
next  Aflembly,  who  may  then  pafs  the  fame  into  a&s, 
if  the  more  general  opinion  of  the  church,  thus  had* 
agreed  thereunto.  They  made  many  ads  and  frequent 
applications  to  the  government,  for  fuppvefling  and  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  popery;  and  encouraged  ft u dents 
and  preachers  having  Irifh,  that  they  might  be  ufeful 
in  thofe  parts;  and  do  (till  continue  to  fend  fuch  to 
aflift  the  minilters  where  popery  abounds,  by  preaching, 
catechifing,  and  inftru&ing  of  the  people,  for  counter- 
a£ting  the  trafficking  priefts  among  them :  In  which 
defign  our  Sovereign  now  concurs,  by  the  yearly 
bounty  of  a  thoufand  pounds  Sterling.  Alfo  the 
Aflembly  have  been  at  great  pains  to  get  fchools  erect- 
ed in  every  parith  throughout  the  land,  and  appoint 
minifters  to  fee  that  noitc  be  fufFered  to  negle6k  the 
teaching  of  their  children  to  read,  an  i  that  the  poor 
be  taught  upon  charity* 

The  commiffion  of  Aflembly  1699,  according  to  their 
inftru£tfons,  fent  four  worthy  minilters,  Meflb  Shields, 
Boreland,  Stobo,  and  Dilgliefli,  with  the  Scots  colony 
to  America ;  and  one  great  defign  was  for  propagating 
the  gofpel,  and  converting  the  Heathen  in  thofe  parts. 
The  AJflTembly  1700  appointed  a  national  faft,  and  one 
fpecial  ground  was  for  their  fuccefs.  Of  which  th'-y 
acquainted  them  by  a  letter,  in  which  they  dire&ed 
them,    upon  their  landing   and   fettling  in   America, 

"  to 
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u  to  keep  a  day  with  all  the  people  for  folemn  prayer 
and  fading,  bewailing  former  fins,  renewing  baptifmal 
engagements,  and,  with  the  greateft  ferioufnefs,  dedi- 
cating themfelves  and  the  land  unto  the  Lord"  Hie 
Affembly  1 704  fet  on  foot  that  noble  projeS  of  prop* 
gating  ChriftUn  Knowledge  in  the  Highlands,  Iflands, 
and  foreign  parts  of  the  world,  by  ereQing  charity- 
fchools  and  otherwife,  which  they  began  by  a  voluntary 
fubfeription  and  contribution  through  the  nation,  iin 
ftrufting  their  commiffioner  to  encourage  and  carry  oil 
the  faid  defign,  which  was  done  from  time  to  time, 
until  they  obtained  letters  patent  from  the  fovereign, 
anno  1 709,  for  erefting  the  fubferibers  into  a  fociety 
and  corporation  for  managing  that  affair ;  and  many 
collections  have  our  Aflemblics  appointed  for  that  bleffcd 
defign,  whereby,  and  by  donations  from  pious  perfoni  ' 
both  at  home  and  abroad  to  the  fociety,  their  ftock  it 
greatly  increafed,  and  they  are  now  enabled  to  maintain 
above  130  charity-  fchools  in  our  Highlands  and  Iflindi 
at  home,  befides  feveral  miflionary  in  America,  for 
propagating  Chriftianity  among  the  Heathen.  And  we 
have  certain  information  of  the  happy  fuccefs  of  thefe 
fchools  at  home ;  thoufands  of  ignorant  and  barbarous 
people  have  been  civilized  and  reforrncd,  and  many  of 
them,  we  hope,  have  brcome  truly  religious.  Like* 
wife,  the  AfTembly  have  been  at  great  pains  to  get  new 
irnprtfiuons  of  the  Bible  in  Irim,  and  aifo  to  get  the 
PfaJms,  Confeflion  of  Faith,  Larger  and  Shorter  Catc 
chifms,  "tranflated  into  Irifh,  and  difperfed  through  tie 
Highlands;  and  by  the  help  of  pioufly  difpofed  perfons, 
both  in  this  and  our  neighbour  nation,  they  have  got 
to  the  number  of  80  libraries  fettled  in  particular  places 
through  the  Highlands  and  Iflands.  And  what  reafoa 
have  we  and  all  Scotfmen  to  give  thanks,  to  God  for 
direfting,  countenancing,  and  profpering  this  noble 
defign  fo  far  in  our  land  ?  They  alfo  eftabiifhed  an  ex- 
cellent form  of  procefs  in  church  judicatories  with  re- 
lation to  fcr.ndals  and  cenfures,  by  acl  11.  Aff.  1707; 
like  wife  an  ufeful  method  for  minifteri.il  vifitation  of 
families,  by  a£t  10.  AfT.  1708. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  and  many  other  good  things  have  our  old 
fuffcring  minifters  and  our  General  Affembly  been  in* 
ftrument?*  under  God,  to  fet  en  foot  and  promote, 
fince  the  Revolution  \  for  which  we  dcCre  always  to 
offer  up  our  hearty  thankfgiving  and  praifes  to  Almighty 
God,  for  helping  them  fo  far  in  advancing  our  holy 
religion. 

It  has  been  indeed  complained  by  fome,  that  after 
the  Revolution  they  did  not  pafs  diltinft  re  c  i  fib  ry  a£st 
for  ChrifVs  Headfhip  aft-r  his  Church,  the  Divine  right 
of  Prefbytery,  the  Church's  Iutrinfic  Power,  the  Ob- 
ligation of  our  Covenants,  &c.  No  doubt  it  might  be 
fome  (top  to  them*  that  the  magiftrate  entertained  a 
jealous  eye  then  upon  the  church,  with  rcfptcl:  to  thefe 

Joints,  left  they  (houUi  have  carried  matters  to  too  great 
eights  again  11  thofe  who  tli&red  from  them  \  and 
therefore  the  king  and  Parliament,  Pari.  1.  fefT.  2.  re- 
fcinded  all  the  old  alts  in  favours  of  the  church,  which 
enjoined  civil  pains  upon  their  fentences  of  excommu- 
nication. Yet,  notwithstanding,  we  wifh  they  had 
done  more,  if  poffible,  for  averting  thefe  principles 
which  they  held,  than  they  did,  immediately  after  the 
Revolution.  Had  uey  forefeen  what  a  handle  their  not 
doing  it  would  have  given  to  fome  to  promote  a  fepara- 
tion  from  this  church,  we  perfuade  ourfclves  they  would 
have  effayed  to  have  done  more,  Thofe  old  fuiFerers 
indeed  might  reckon  that  the  world  was  fufficiently  ap- 
prised of  their  principles  with  refpect  to  forefaid  points, 
and  that  no  man  would  queftion  them,  feeing  they  had 
hazarded  the  lofs  of  all  things  for  adhering  to  them ; 
for  it  was  upon  that  very  account  they  were  cait  out  of 
their  houfes  and  benefices,  imprifoned,  fined,  hanimed, 
and  hunted  as  partridges  on  the  mountain.  And  al- 
though they  paft  not  diftincfc  Aflertory  A&s  with  refpeel 
to  thefe  points,  yet  we  have  plain  declarations  of  their 
mind  about  them  in  feveral  public  acls  and  deeds.  It 
was  upon  their  felicitation  that  the  Parliament,  June  7. 
I090,  paft  an  act  for  eftabliihing  Prefbyterian  govern* 
a  ent  among  us,  as  being  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God ; 
~nd  at  the  fame  time  ratified  our  Confeffion  of  Faith, 
and  infc  rted  it  verbatim  in  their  public  records*  in  which 

Confefficn 
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Confeflion  it  is  cxprefsly  afferted,  chap.  30.  fe&  t,  2. 
u  The  Lord  Jefus,  as  King  and  Head  of  his  Chnreb, 
hath  therein  appointed  a  government  in  the  hand  of 
church-officers,  diftind  from  the  civil  magiftrate.  To 
thofe  officers  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ate 
committed,"  &c.  And,  chap*  26.  (eft.  6.  "  There  is  » 
Head  of  the  Church  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  And, 
chap.  23.  feci.  3.  "  The  civil  magiftrate  may  not  at 
fume  to  himfelt  the  adminiftration  of  the  word  ami 
facraments,  or  the  power  of  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven/9  &c.  Likewife  they  refcinded  the  aft  for 
the  king's  fupremacy  in  church  affairs*  Our  firft  Affaa* 
My,  by,  many  afts,  have  approven  our  Confeffion  with 
all  aforefaid  articles,  and  appointed  all  the  members  of 
this  church  to  adhere  thereto ;  alfo  minifters,  elders, 
and  intrants  to  the  miniftry,  are  bound  to  make  fofesffl 
profeffion  thereof,  and  fubferibe  the  fame  $  and  pareati 
at  baptifm  are  daily  required  to  train  np  their  children 
according  to  it. 

Likewiie  the  moderators  of  all  our  Aflembliet,  d 
the  clofe  of  every  Affembly,  do  publicly  aflert  and  de- 
clare before  the  kings  high  Commiffioner,  that  "  a* 
the  Affembly  meet  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  only  King  and  Head  of  his  church,  fo  they  part  is 
the  fame  name  f  and  alfo  they  name  the  diet  of  the 
next  Affembly.  And  when  the  commiffioner  diflbfrcd 
the  Affembly  1692  abruptly,  without  naming  a  diet  far 
another,  the  moderator  did,  in  his  face,  with  confer 
of  the  whole  Affembly,  remonftrate  againft  it,  and  <te» 
clare,  that  "  the  office-bearers  in  the  houfe  of  God 
have  a  fpiritual  intrinfic  power  from  Jefua  Chrift,  4c 
only  Head  of  his  Church,  to  meet  in  Affemblies  abort 
the  affairs  thereof  •,"  and  he  named  a  diet  for  another 
Affembly.  All  this  is  recorded  in  the  Affembly*!  books' 
In  like  manner  did  the  Affembly  remonftrate,  when 
diffolvcd  in  the  year  1 703.  And  the  very  next  AffcraWj 
1704,  in  their  anfwer  to  the  queen's  letter,  do  plain* 
ly  tell  her,  that  "  they  were  now  again  met  ifl  I 
National  Affembly  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jef* 
Chrift."  Alfo,- they  approved  the  feveral  fynod  boob 
through  Scotland*  which  had  Affertory  AGs  recorded 
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them,  for  ChrifVs  Headftiip,  the  Divine  Right  of 
rdbytcry,  the  Church's  Intrinfic  Power,"  &j.  To 
event  which  approbation,  was  the  re  a  Ton  (as  then 
nerally  believed)  why  the  com  mi  Alone-  diff>Ived  the 
eceding  Aflembly.  Again,  the  AIT  mbly  1705,  in 
eir  7th  aG  concerning  Mr  Hepburn,  do  affert  in  plain 
ords,  that  "  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriit  is  the  alone  K;ng 
A  Head  of  the  Church.'*  And  AflT.  1707,  aft  11. 
clare,  that  "  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  hath  inftituted 
government,  and  governors  eccleGaftical  in  his  houfe, 
ith  power  to  meet  for  the  order  and  government 
ereof.w 

And  as  for  the  Divine  right  of  Pnfbytery,  the  af- 
mbly  171 1  do  cxprefsly  declare  for  it  in  their  10th  ad, 
hen  they  appoint  all  entrants  to  the  miniftry,  boih 
hen  licenfed  and  ordained,  to  fubferibe  and  declare, 
3t  only  that  our  Confeflion  of  Faith  and  purity  of 
orihip  are  founded  upon  the  ward  of  God,  but  alfo 
ut  '•  the  Preftyterian  government  and  difcipline  of 
ill  church  are  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  and  a- 
reeable  thereto ;"  and  alio  foiemniy  to  "  engage  that 
lev  will  firmly  and  conftantly  adhere  to  the  (aid  doc- 
rine  and  worfhip,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  in 
icir  ftation#  aflert,  maintain  and  defend  the  difcipline 
nd  Prefbyterian  government  of  this  church,  by  kirk- 
:ffions  prefbyteritf,  provincial  fynods,  and  general  af- 
smblies*  during  all  the  days  of  their  lives."  Whereby 
H  tniniiters  and  preachers  do  plainly  renew  our  covs- 
ants.  And  that  minifters  in  former  years  were  of  the 
Wae  mind,  appears  by  the  church's  declaration  by  their 
ommiffioa  in  the  year  1698,  published  in  their  Se^fon- 
hie  Admonition,  p.  5.  in  which  they  fiy,  "We  do 
clieve  and  own  that  Jcfus  Chrift  is  the  only  Head  and 
Jog  of  his  church  :  and  that  he  hath  inftituted  in  his 
lurch,  officers  and  ordinances,  order  and  government, 
id  not  left  it  to  the  will  of  man,  magiftrate  or  church, 

alter  at  their  pleafure.  And  we  believe  this  govern- 
cnt  is  neither  prelatical  nor  congregational,  but  pref- 
terian,  which  now,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  is 
■aWiuSed  amongft  us  >  and  beiievs  we  have  a  better 
Edition  for  this  our  church-government,  than  the 
Vol.  IV.  3  B  inclination 
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inclination  of  the  people,  or  laws  of  men,"  &e«  And 
that  commiflion's  whole  a&ings  and  conclufions  woe 
ratified  and  approven  by  Aff.  1699,  aft  12.  Befidei 
all  which,  our  affemblies  and  commiflfans  have  fre- 
quently owned  the  obligation  of  our  covenants,  by 
mentioning  the  breaches  of  men  among  our  caufei  of 
fading.  Afl*.  1700,  aft  5.  they  lament  u  our  condon- 
ed unfaithfulnefs  to  God,  notwithstanding  of  our  fc- 
lemn  covenants  and  engagements  to  the  contrary."  A- 
gain,  Afl*.  1701,  a&  9.  they  fay,  u  Our  fins  are  At 
more  aggravated,  that  they  are  againft  fo  many  fokmn 
repeated  vows  and  engagements,  and  covenants  with 
our  God,  which  have  been  openly  violated  and  broken 
by  perfons  of  all  ranks,  and  treated  with  public  con- 
tempt, indignities  and  affronts,"  &c.  We  bids  Gorf, 
that  has  determined  our  church  to  own  thefc  trathi  Jo 
openly,  over  the  belly  of  all  their  difficulties  and  dif- 
couragement6;  and  we  deGre  heartily  to  join  with  them 
in  declaring  for  the  "  Headfhip  of  our  Lord  Jefoi 
Chrift"  over  his  church,  in  oppofitjon  to  the  pope,  ma- 
giftrate  or  any  other ;  likewife  for  the  u  fpiritual  in* 
trinfic  power  of  the  church"  to  chufe  her  officers,  meet 
in  her  judicatories,  inflict  cen Cures,  and  govern  the 
church,  in  oppofition  to  all  Eraftian  opinions  or  prac- 
tices promoted  by  any  party  or  perfon  whatfomever; 
as  alfo  for  the  Divine  right  of  Prefbyterian  government 
in  the  church,  in  oppofition  to  Prelacy,  independency, 
&c  and  for  the  biting  obligation  of  our  covenants, 
feeing  they  bind  us  to  nothing  but  what  we  are  antece- 
dently bound  to  by  the  Scriptures  of  truth. 

Thus  the  church  of  Scotland  continued  owning  and 
adhering  to  her  antient  principles  and  doctrines,  and 
ufing  means  to  promote  religion  through  the  land  for 
many  years  after  the  revolution,  without  any  vifiblede- 
clenlion.  But,  alas  !  her  degeneracy  and  defection 
liath  of  late  years  become  too  vifible  ;  and  out  Uriion 
with  England  in  1707  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  chief 
fource  thereof,  next  to  the  corruption  of  our  hearts. 
When  this  tranfaclion  came  to  be  laid  before  the  Scots 
parliament  in  1706,  the  nation  was  moft  intent  about 
it,  not  knowing  the  nature  or  articles,  whether  it  was 
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dcral  or  incorporating  union:  but  when  it  was 
to  be  the  latter,  and  the  majority  of  the  houfe  dif- 
d  to  agree  to  it,  both  the  cnurch  and  the  body  of 
people  were  vaftly  uneafy,  great  numbers  of  ad- 
ies  came  up  againft  it,  and  infurre&ions  were  much 
id.  The  commiflion  by  appointment  fat  during 
whole  feffion,  and  was  exceeding  numerous;  mem- 
attending  by  turns.  They  prefented  three  ad- 
is  to  the  parliament,  the  firft  was  for  "  an  unal- 
>le  fecurity  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  to  the  people  of 
land  and  all  fucceeding  generations,  fo  far  as  hu- 
laws  can  go." 

o  fatisfy  them,  the  parliament  ena&ed,  That  "  the 
ilifliment  of  die  doftrine,  worQiip,  difcipline  and 
tyterian  government  of  this  church  (hould  be  held  as 
nalterable,  fundamental  and  eflcntial  condition  of  the 
on  of  the  two  kingdoms,"  if  concluded.  This  feemed 
liet  many,  reckoning  the  fecurity  of  the  church  not  fo 
arious  and  uncertain,  when  thus  eftablifhed  by  the 
iial  agreement  of  both  parliaments  in  a  folemn  treaty 
Imon,  than  when  fettled  by  a&s  of  the  Scots  parlia- 
t  only;  for  the  faith  of  the  Englifh  in  keeping  trea- 
was  at  this  time  much  fpoken  of.  But  the  mod 
of  the  church  continued  (till  averfe  to  an  incorpo- 
g  union,  an'd  their  coming  under  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
itifh  parliament,  in  which  the  Englifh  members,  be- 
prelatical,  would  be  ten  to  one  of  Scots  members  : 
refore*  the  commiflion  prefented  a  fecond  addrefs, 
iring  this  averfion.  They  indeed  met  with  great 
ifition  from  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  elders  in  the 
million,  who  had  views  of  temporal  offices  and  ad- 
ages from  court  by  being  for  the  Union  :  yet  they 
:fented  the  grievancs  the  church  and  her  members 
it  fall  under  by  the  Union,  fuch  as  oaths,  tefts  and 
)fitions  inconfiftent  with  their  principles.  And  in 
•  addrefs  they  plainly  teftified  againft  "  the  fubjefl* 
>f  this  nation  to  a  Britifh  parliament,  in  which  twen- 
c  prelates  would  be  condiment  members  and  legif* 
s ;  For  (fay  they)  it  is  contrary  to  our  known  prin- 
8  and  covenants,  that  any  churchman  (hould  bear 
offices,  or  have  power  in  the  commonwealth."  To 
3  B  2  this 
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this  they  got  no  anfwer,  fave  a  claufc  pat  in  the  t&  for 
fecuring  the  church,  that  "  no  oath,  ten  or  fuMbriptioo, 
fhall  ever  be  impofed  within  the  bounds  of  Ait  cnmdk 
and  kingdom  contrary  to  our  Presbyterian  eftiWrfli- 
ment."  By  which  (it  is  to  be  regreted)  the  parliament 
neither  (hewed  regard  to  the?  principles  of  ScDtJmen 
when  out  of  the  /kingdom,  nor  to  the  obligation  of  oor 
covenants :  nay  they  proceeeded  to  worfe  afterwtrdi, 
by  declaring  that  "  the  parliament  of  England  might 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  England  with- 
in the  bounds  of  that  kingdom,  as  they  mould  think  ex- 
pedient *,"  whereby  they  confented  to  the  fecuring  of 
the  prelacy  and  ceremonies  of  that  church  as  a  funds* 
mental  of  the  union.  This  being  both  againft  die  void 
of  God  and  our  folemn  league,  we  have  caufe  to  mown 
over  it  as  a  national  breach  of  covenant,  in  feme  refpeft; 
though  it  is  a  mercy  the  church  was  helped  to  reroonf- 
trate  againft  it ;  for  the  com  million,  when  informed  of 
it,  prefently  prefented  a  third  addrefs  (though  greatly 
oppofed)  craving  that  u  there  might  be  no  fuch  ftipula- 
tion  or  confent  for  the  eftablimment  of  the  hierarchy 
and  ceremonies,  as  they  would  not  involve  themfelres 
and  the  nation  in  guilt,"  &c.  From  all  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  this  church  did  remonftratc  againft  making 
an  union  with  England  upon  terms  not  confident  with 
our  ancient  covenant-union  with  that  kingdom  :  for  the 
enfuing  aflembly  1707  approved  the  commifEon  in  what 
they  did. 

But,  notwithftanding  of  the  church's  remonftrancea* 
gainft  this  union  and  the  forefaid  finful  itipulation,  it 
was  concluded  and  ratified  by  both  parliaments  j  but  it 
doth  not  appear  that  this  memorable  transaction  has  been 
followed  with  the  fpecial  bleffings  of  heaven,  feeing  it 
hath  brought  on  very  much  fin,  and  many  growing  evils 
upon  this  pcor  land,  to  the  difhonour  of  God,  and  dewy 
of  true  Chriftianity  among  us.  For  after  the  Union, 
when  our  correfpondence  and  communication  with  the 
Englifh  was  greatly  increafed,  the  Lord's  day  began  to 
be  profaned  after  their  example,  and  other  immoralities 
much  to  abound,  and  the  focieties  for  reformation  of 
manners  to  dwindle  away.    Likewife  our  nobility  and 

gentry 
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gentry  have  been  fince  that  period  giving  up  gradually 
With  family-religion,  and  the  very  form  of  godlinefs, 
and  falling  into  a  loofer  way  of  living  :  for  many  of 
them  Bh.ce  the  Union  do  either  dwell  or  fpend  much 
time  in  England,  whereby  they  learn  many  of  their  vices 
and  evil  cuftoms ;  they  are  either  reconciled  to  the  Eng- 
lid  hierarchy  and  worfliip,  or  live  much  in  the  neglcA 
of  all  public  worfhip*,  and,  being  there  under  the  in- 
fpedion  of  no  parifli  minifter,  they  and  their*  families 
get  leave  to  live  as  they  lilt :  and,  when  they  come  down 
to  Scotland,  they  get  many  to  follow  their  loofe  exam- 
ples. 

Alfo,  fince  the  Union,  public  oaths  are  prodigioufly 
multiplied,  in  qualifying  men  for  offices,  in  collecting 
and  paying  of  taxes ;  and  manifold  perjuries  are  there- 
by committed,  and  particularly  by  cuftom-houfe  oaths, 
and  running  of  goods,  which  alfo  opens  a  door  to  many 
other  fins.  And  hereby  Atheifm,  Deifm,  and  Infide- 
lity, have  made  progrefs  in  the  land. 

Likewife,  foon  after  the  Union,  the  EngliOi  fervice 
and  ceremonies  were  fet  up  in  feveral  places,  and  after- 
wards the  Parliament  gave  a  toleration  for  it,  and  the 
body  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy  embraced  that  worihip, 
though  their  anceftors  had  always  oppofed  it  heretofore. 
Yea,  by  this  law,  almoft  all  errors  are  tolerated  \  and 
now  even  the  Popifh  worlhip  is  kept  openly,  and  con- 
nived at*  *  A  fuperftitious  form  of  fwearing  was  foon 
introduced  from  England,  by  laying  the  hand  on  and 
luffing  the  gofpels.  The  facramental  ted,  and  confor- 
mity to  the  liturgy  and  ceremonies,  is  impofed  upon 
the  members  of  this  church,  while  ferving  the  king  in 
England  and  Ireland.  Likewife  many  other  encroach- 
ments are  made  upon  the  government,  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, of  tliis  church,  by  the  toleration  act,  and  by 
the  z£t  for  reftoring  patronages,  by  the  aft  for  a  vaca- 
tion of  the  Lords  of  Seflion,  and  other  courts,  in  the 
end  of  December,  whereby  the  keeping  of  holy  days  is 
enconraged  5  and,  laftly,  by  refuting  accefs  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  unlefs  the  addrefs  be  directed  to  the  lords 
fpiritual.  And  all  thefe  grievances  are  brought  upon 
as,  notwithftanding  of  our  fecurity  by  the  union  act, 

and 
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and  the  Englifli  faith  fo  much  talked  of.  From  all 
which  we  may  conclude,  That  as  our  union  with  Eng- 
land was  made  upon  finful  terms,  fo  in  the  erent  it 
hath  proven  a  great  judgment  upon  this  land  and 
'  church*  Alas  !  we  have  been  perfidious  to  God,  and 
no  wonder  though  men  (hould  be  left  to  prore  perfi- 
dious to  up. 

Very  foon  did  Scotland  feel  the  bitter  effefts  of  the 
Union ;  for,  in  the  view  of  its  being  concluded,  fevcral 
of  the  Epifcopal  clergy  began  to  fet  up  the  Englifli  fo- 
vice  in  meeting  houfes,  hoping  to  find  more  counte- 
nance and  fupport  from  England  on  this  account.  This 
way  of  worfhip  was  wholly  new  and  ftrange,  and  could 
never  find  place  in  Scotland  before.  Wherefore,  the 
General  Affembly  1707,  that  met  foon  after  the  con* 
clufion  of  the  Union,  gave  an  honed  teftimony  agatnft 
this  new  worfhip,  by  their  15th  a£r,  intituled,  A&a- 
gainft  innovations  in  the  worfhip  of  God;  wherein 
they  fay,  "  the  purity  of  divine  worfhip,  and  uniformity 
therein,  hath  been  the  great  happinefs  of  this  church 
ever  fince  her  reformation  -,  and  that  the  introdu&ion  ' 
of  thefe  innovations  was  not  fo  much  as  once  attempt- 
ed, even  during  the  late  prelacy;  that  they  are  dange- 
rous to  this  church,  and  manifeftly  contrary  to  our 
known  principle,"  viz.  That  nothing  is  to  be  admitted 
in  the  worfhip  of  God,  but  what  is  prefcribed  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures :  and  that  the  Aflcmbly,  moved  with  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  purity  and  uniformity  of  his 
worfhip,  doth  difcharge  the  practice  of  all  fuch  innova- 
tions of  divine  worfhip  within  this  church ;  and  doth 
require  and  obteft  all  the  miniflers  of  this  church,  ct 
pccially  thefe  in  whofe  bounds  any  fuch  innovations 
are,  or  may  happen  to  be,  to  represent  to  their  people 
the  evil  thereof,  and  feiioufly  to  exhort  them  to  beware 
of  them,  &c. .  And  they  appoint  the  commiffion  to 
ufe  all  proper  means  for  fupprefling  fuch  innovations. 
Which  the  com  million  did,  as  appears  by  their  2&  5th 
Augufl  1709,  which  they  ordained  to  be  read  in  all  the 
churches  through  Scotland.  But  the  more  the  church 
oppofed  this  new  worfhip  (as  they  judged  they  were 

warranted 
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warranted  to  do  by  the  laws  of  the  land)  the  more  for- 
ward were  their  enemies  to  fet  it  up,  and  at  length  got 
the  Parliament  to  efpoufe  their  caufe. 

Likewife,  foon  after  the  Union,  grofs  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  day  began  to  abound,  by  travelling,  carrying 
goods,  driving  cattle,  and  other  abufes  on  that  holy 
day  ;  as  appears  from  the  12th  aft  of  Aifemb'y  1708. 
For  preventing  whereof,  the  Aflembly  in  that  aft  ap- 
pointed each  prefbytery  to  fend  fome  of  their  number 
to  attend  the  Lords  of  Judiciary  at  their  firft  circuit 
that  falls  to  be  in  their  bounds,  and  to  reprefent  to  their 
Lordships  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day  by  the 
forefaid  wicked  and  finful  practices.  And  the  General 
Aflembly  did  ferioufly  recommend  to  the  Lords  of  Juf- 
ticiary  to  take  an  effe&ual  courfe  to  reftrain  and  puni(h 
the  forefaid  abufes ;  which,  the  Aflembly  fay,  they  will 
acknowledge  as  a  lingular  fervice  done  to  Goi  and  his 
church.  Alfo  they  ehj  jin  all  minifters  to  reprefent  to 
their  people,  among  whom  fuch  pra&ice s  arc,  the  great 
hazard  their  immortal  fouls  are  in  by  fuch  courfes  \  and 
alfo  to  proceed  not  only  with  ecclefiaftic  cenfures  a- 
gainft  Sabbath-breakers,  but  alfo  to  ap^Iy  to  juftices  cf 
peace,  and  other  magistrates  in  their  bounds,  to  execute 
the  laws  againft  them.  But,  our  commerce  with  Eng- 
land dill  increafing,  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day 
among  us  is  come  to  a  great  height,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
church  hath  done  aga  nit  it. 

But,  our  fins  and  provocations  again  (I  God  being 
highly  aggravated;  as  a  juft  panilh-ment  upon  us,  Go  i 
was  pleafcd  to  let  loofe  oar  enemies  in  the  Britifli  Par- 
liament to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  they  got  pail  itv.o  a 
law,  for  allowing  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy  the  ufe 
of  the  Engliih  liturgy  in  Scotland,  containing  fomc 
grievous  claufes  in  it  a  gain  ft  the  juft  and  legal  rights  of 
die  eftablilhed  church.  While  the  bill  was  in  depend- 
ence March  1 7 1 2,  the  commiffion  met  and  addreifed  the 
queen,  in  which  they  gave  free  and  faithful  teftimony 
a^ainft  the  faid  bill,  which  the  Aflembly  that  met  in' 
May  1712  did  unanimoufly  approve;  and,  as  a  token 
of  it,  did  infert  their  addrefs  in  their  books,  and  print 
it  with  their  ads.     In  it,  they  fay,  "  The  church  of 

Chriit 
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Chrift  in  Scotland  is  in  hazard  of  fad  alterations  and 
innovations,  ir confident  with  and  contrary  to  that  happy 
eftablifhment,  fee u red  to  us  by  the  laws  both  of  God 
and  the  realm  ;  by  the  faid  bill.     If  the  matters  in  qucf- 
tion  did  only  relate  to  our  own  eafe  and  better  accom- 
modation, wc  fhould  patiently  bear  the  fame :  but  when 
we  fee  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  power  and  purity  of 
our  holy  religion,  and  of  the  ordinances  of  Jefus  Chrift 
in  this  church,  fo  much  concerned,  we  cannot  but  hope 
that  your  majefty  will  allow  us  to  plead  our juft  right,"., 
ice.     Afterwards  they  plead  the  fcveral  a&s  of  Parlia- 
ment for  fettling  and  fecuring  the  worfhip,  diftiplipe, 
and  government  of  this  church,  with  her  rights  and 
privileges  *,  all  which  ads  were  ratified  by  the  PirHi- 
ments  of  both  kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  Union,  and 
declared  to  be  a  fundamental,  efiential,  and  unalterable 
condition  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Union  in  all  time  coming. 
It  is  obxervable,  after  their  pleading  the  5th  a£b  Pari. 
1 690,  which  allows  the  Prefbytcrian  minifters  and  elders 
to  have  power  to  try  and  purge  out  all  infufficient,  ne- 
gligent, fcandalous  and  erroneous  minifters,    by  due 
courfe  of  ecclt  fiailical  procefs  and  cenfures,  and  like- 
wife  to  rednf>  all  other  church  di ford ers  ;  They  add, 
By  which  aft  it  is  evident,  that  Prefbyterian  church- 
government  being  thus  eftablifhed,  the  minifterf  and 
elders  of  this  church  have  all  the  powers  committed  by 
our  Lord  and  Matter  to  his  minifters  and  officers,  to 
wati  h  over  the  flock,  and  to  guard  againft  all  ufurpcrs 
and  intruders.      Afterwards  they  add,  We  cannot  but 
exprefs  our  aftonifhing  furprife  and  deep  ^fihclion,  to 
hear  of  fuch  a  bill,  offered  for  fuch  a  large  and  almoft 
boundlcfs  toleration,  not  only  threatening  the  overthrow 
of  this  churchy  but  giving  a  large  licence  almoft  to  all 
errors  and  blafphemies,  and  throwing  up  all  good  dif- 
cipline,  to  the  difhoncur  of  God,  and  the  fcandal  and 
ruin  of  the  true  Chriflian  religion,  and  the  infallible 
difturbance  of  the  quiet,  and  to  the  confuGon  of  thia 
church  and  nation.      And  thereiore  we  do  in  all  humi- 
lity, but  wi;h  the  greateft  earneftnefs,  befeech,  nay  ob- 
tcit  your  majefty,  by  the  fame  mercy  of  God  that  rc- 
flored  this  church,  and  raifed  your  majefty  to  the  throne, 

to 
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d  interpofe  for  the  relief  of  this  church,  and  the  maint- 
enance of  the  prtfent  eftablUhment,  againft  fuch.  a 
lanifeft  and  ruining  encroachment. 

The  church  being  mod  earned  to  oppofe  this  tolera- 
on,  and  other  grievances  then  coming  upon  the  churchy 
hey  fent  three  of  their  number,  Meflrs  Carftares,  Black- 
fall,  and  Baillie,  to  London,  to  prefent  this,  and  others 
f  their  petitions}  ana*  to  agent  the  church's  caufe :  but, 
otwithftanding  of  all  that,  this  and  other  a£U  were 
aft  againft  the  church ;  all  Epifcopal  minifters  were 
[lowed  to  preach,  pray,  adminifter  the  facYaments,  and 
larry,  without  any  other  caveat  that  appears  for  their 
o£krine,  Have  that  they  (hall  not  deny,  in  their  preach- 
i£  or  writing,  the  do&rine  of  the  blcffed  Trinity. 
Thcj  arp  not  by  that  a£t  obliged  to  fatisfy  the  church, 
v  any  perfgn  or  focitty,  concerning  their  belief  of  the 
io&rine  of  the  Trinity  :  it  is  enough  if  they  do  not 
tpenly  impugn  it :  fo  that  there  is  a  liberty  given  to  the 
noil  erroneot^s  or  fcandalous  men,  to  preach  and  dif- 
penfe  facraments,  without  being  accountable  to  any. 

We  do  here  join  with  the  church  in  teftifying  againft 
[uch  a  boundlefs  toleration,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  the  pra&ice  of  reforming  magiftrates 
wd  churches  therein  commended:  as  in  2  Chron. 
KUrv.  33.  Rev.  ii.  2.  and  to  thefe  texts  wherein  fuch 
'toleration  is  reproved,  as  Rev.  ii.  14,  15,  20.  as  alfo 
(is  contrary  to  our  Confeffion  of  Faith,  chap.  23.  and 

0  our  Larger  Catechifm  upon  the  2d  commandment. 
At  the  fame  time  there  was  another  diftrefling  bill 

fcfented  in  the  parliament  for  reftoring  of  patronages, 
Qd  repealing  the  ad  1690,  which  gave  liberty  to  pa- 
|0ies  to  call  their  own  minifters.  This  alfo  carried 
gainft  the  church,  notwithstanding  of  the  Commons 
ddrefs,  which  was  in  like  manner  approven  by  the 
Ufcmbly.     In  this  addrefs  they  plead  and  aflat,  That 

1  the  a£i:  1690..  abolilhing  patronages,  is  a  part  of  our 
^refbytcrian  constitution,  ratified  by  the  a&s  of  parlia- 
ment of  both  kingdoms  in  the  treaty  of  Union,  and 
lectured  to  be  unalterable :  That,  from  our  firft  refor- 
aation  from  Popery,  patronages  have  dill  been  reckoned 
yoke  and  burden  upon  this  church  5  and  this  is  de- 
Vol.  IV.-  3  C  clared 
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dared  by  the  firft  and  fecond  books  of  Difcipline :  Tint 
the  reftoring  of  them  will  inevitably  obftrud  the  work 
of  the  gofpcl,  and  create  great  diforders  and  difqoiet 
in  this  church  and  tfation  \  and  that  there  is  one  known 
abufe  attending  patronages,  viz.  the  laying  a  foundation, 
for  Simoniacal  pa&ions  betwixt  patrons  and  thofe  pre- 
fented  by  them."  Though  this  did  not  avail  to  top 
the  bill,  yet  it  was  a  plain  teftimony  from  the  chnrcL 
againft  patronages ;  which  we  cannot  bat  approve  ad- 
adhere  to. 

Likewife,  we  approve  of  that  noble  teftimony  which 
the  General  Aflcmbly  gave  againft  both  the  toleration 
and  patronages,  May  14.  171  ?»  when  they  approved  a 
memorial  concerning  them,  which  they  appointed  to  be 
fent  to  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  principal  fecfctatyoF 
Rate,  mod  humbly  entreating  him  to  lay  it  before  tte- 
king,  viz.  King  George  I.    The  tenor  of  it  is  at  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  church '  of  Scotland,  being  reftored  at  tte 
happy  revolution,  was,  by  the  claim  of  right,  and  ads 
of  parliament  following  thereupon,  eftablMhed  in  its 
do&rine,  wodhip,  difcipline,  and  government;  and, 
that  this  legal  conftitution  and  eftablifhment  might  be 
unalterably  fecured,  it  was  declared  to  be  a  fanda* 
mental  and  eflential  condition  of  the  Union,  and  ac- 
cordingly ratified  in  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms* 
But  the  zeal  of  the  eftablifiied  church  of  Scotland 
for,  and  their  fteady  adherence  to,  the  Froteftant  foe 
ceffion,  did  expofe  them  to  the  refentments  of  a  di£» 
affe&ed  party.  And  now  they  account  themfdres 
aggrieved  by  fome  afts  pad  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain ;  as,  1.  By  the  ad  granting  fuch  a  large  and 
almoft  boundlefs  toleration  to  thofe  of  the  Epifcopftl 
perfuafion  in  Scotland,  while  the  liberty  allowed  to 
Proteftant  Diffenters  in  England  (who  had  always  give*1 
the  moft  fatisfying  proofs  of  their  undoubted -zeal  and 
good  affe&ion  to  the  Proteftant  fucceffion)  was  re- 
trenched. And  though  the  church  of  Scotland  hatb 
an  equal  fecurity  in  a  legal  eftablifhment  with  that  of 
England,  yet  there  is  a  vaft  inequality  as  to  the  tolera- 
tion of  the  refpettive  Diffenters.    In  Scotland  the  tolc- 
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ration  doth  not  reftrain  the  difleminating  the  mod  dan- 
gerous errors,  by  requiring  a  Confeffion  of  Faith,  or 
fubicription  to  the  do&rinal  articles  of  the  eftabliflied 
ihurch,  as  is  required  of  Difienters  in  England :  it  alfo 
ireakeneth  the  difcipline  of  the  church  again  ft  the 
candalous  and  profane;  by  withdrawing  the  concurr- 
ence of  the  civil  magiftrate.  It  is  alfo  an  inequality 
ad  hardfirip  upon  the  eftablifhed  church  of  Scotland, 
hat  thofe  of  her  communion  who  are  employed  in  his 
lAajefty's  fervice  in  England  or  Ireland,  (hould  be  ob- 
iged  to  join  in  communion  and  conformity  to  the  church 
»f  England  ;  whereas  conformity  to  this  church  is  not 
required  (nor  do  we  plead  that  it  (hould  be)  of  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  England,  when  called  to  ferve 
bis  Mycfty  in  Scotland,  who  here  enjoy  the  full  liberty 
of  Difienters  without  moleftation ;  and  the  common 
and  equal  privileges  of  the  fubjc&s  of  the  united  kiug. 
dom,  ftipulated  by  the  union,  do  claim  the  fame  liberty 
\o  the  members  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  when  em* 
ployed  in  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  England  or  Ireland, 

u  2.  By  the  adt  reftoring  the  power  of  prefentation 
to  patrons,  the  legally  eftablifhed  conftitution  of  this 
church  was  altered  in  a  very  important  point;  and 
while  it  appears  equitable  in  itfelf,  and  agreeable  to  the 
liberty  of  Chriftians  and  a  free  people,  to  have  intereft 
in  the  choice  of.  thole  to  whom  they  intruft  the  care  of 
their  fouls*  it  is  an  hard  (hip  to  be  impofed  upon  in 
fo- tender  a  point,  and  that  frequently  by  patrons 
who  have  np,  property  nor  refidence  in  the  parifh- 
Qi  and  this. betides  the  fnares  of  Simoniacal  pa&ione, 
sod  the  many  troubles  and  contefts  arifing  from  the 
power  of  patronages,  and  the  abufes  thereof,  by  dif- 
dfcfted  patrons  putting  their  power  into  other  hands, 
who  as  eft  dually  ferve  their  purpofeb :  by  patrons 
competing  for  the  right  of  prefentation  in  the  fame 
ptnth}  and  bv  frequently  presenting  minifters  fettled 
ip  eminent  pofts  to  mean  and  fmall  parifties,  to  elude 
m  Ac. planting  thereof:  By  all  which,  parifties  are  oft 
Mft  long  vacant,  to  the  great  hindrance  of  the  progrefs 
*  4c  gofpel." 

3  C  2  Although 
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Although  the  church  of  Scotland  was  brought  under 
diftreft  enough  by  the  toleration  and  patronages,  yet, 
to  add  to  it,  the  oath  of  abjuration  was  alio  impofed 
iipon  the  minifters  thereof  in  the  year  1712.    This  oe- 
caGoned  a  great  queftion  among  them,  and  much  writ- 
ing upon  it,  whether  the  conditions  or  qualifications  re- 
quired of  the  fucceflbr  to  the  Crown,  in  the  a£fcs  of  put 
liament  fettling  the  fucceffion,  of  which  this  is  one, 
that  u  he  mull  join  in  communion  with  the  church  of 
England,"  be  underftood  as  any  part  of  the  oath,  or 
not  ?    Thofe  who  were  not  clear  to  take  it,  apprehend- 
ed thefe  conditions  might  be  reckoned  a  part  of  the 
oath,  becaufe  in  it  they  were  to  fwear  to  maintain  the 
fucceffion  AS  entailed  by  the  ads  of  parliament,  10 
which  thefe  conditions  were  contained.     Others  agam 
underftood  thefe  conditions  as  no  part  of  the  oath,  fee- 
ing when  the  oath  was  firft  framed  in  the  Englifli  par- 
liament in  the  year  1701,  and  a  claufe  was  offered  to 
be  added  to  it  for  maintaining  the  church  of  England,  . 
it  was  reje&ed,  becaufe  the  Diflenters  could  not  take  , 
it:  and,  at  the  Union,  the  parliament  had  exprefcly 
exeemed  thefe  of  this  church  from  all  oaths  inconGftcnt 
with  their  principles :  and  confequently,  that  the  AS 
in  the  oath  was  not  reduplicative  upon  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  fucceflbr,  but  merely  indicative,  as  only 
pointing  out  the  a£s  wherein  the  fucceffion  was  fet- 
tled, and  the  illuftrious  family  and  perfons  on  whom  it 
was  entailed  failing  the  heirs  of  king  William,  queen 
Anne  and  her  heirs,  &c.     And  therefore  they  uuder- 
ftood  that  the  oath  brought  them  under  no  other  obli- 
gation, but  of  allegiance  to  the  fovereign,  and  to  an  en- 
gagement againft  a  Popifh  Pretender,  and  to  the  foe- 
cetlion  in  the  Proteftant  line  :  and,  to  prevent  miftakes 
and  mifreprefentations  they  might  be  liable  Mto  in  this 
matter,  they  refolved  to  give  in  written  declaration!  to 
this  purpofe  upon  inftrument,  at  taking  of  the  oath* 
which  generally  they  did.     At  this  time  the  commit" 
fion  addrefled  the  queen  ("as  alfo  did  the  affcmbl?)  *** 
favour  of  thofe  who  ftill  fcrupled  at  the  oath,  as  if  t^\ 
AS  in  it  did  fome  way  refer  to  the  conditions  requir^**- 
of  the  fucceflbr,  that  fuch  might  be  favourably  de  »*t 

wit*1* 
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with,  a*  her  loyal  fubje&s.  As  alfo  they  petitioned 
her,  that  their  declarations  of  loyalty  to  the  queen, 
their  renouncing  the  Pretender,  and  engagements  to 
fupport  the  fucceffion  to  the  crown  in  the  Proteftant 
line  in  the  family  of  Hanover,  as  contained  in  their  ad* 
dre&t  might  be  accepted  by  her  as  their  fenfe  of  the 
faid  oath,  without  refpe£t  to  the  condition  fcrupled  at. 
In  anfwer  thereto,  the  queen,  in  her  letter  to  the  aflem- 
bly,  declared  that  the  addrefs  bf  the  commiflion  did  fo 
much  manifeft  their  loyalty  to  her,  and  their  true  con* 
cern  'for  the  fucceffion  in  the  Proteftant  line  by  law  e- 
ftabtifhed,  that  it  could  not  but  be  acceptable.  This 
anfwer  did  very  much  confirm  thofe  who  judged  that 
the  AS  in  the  oath  did  not  reduplicate  upon  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  fucceflbr,  and  gave  freedom  to  many  to 
take  it. 

After  king  George  I.  came  to  the  throne,  and  under- 
ftood  our  difficulties,  by  the  representation  of  Afferably 
I7I5»  *nd  former  addreffes,  he  interpofed  for  the  relief 
of  thofe  who  fcrupled  at  the  oath,  and  got  the  parlia- 
ment to  turn  the  AS  into  WHICH,  as  alfo  to  declare 
that  the  oath  was  not  meant  to  oblige  his  majefty's  fub- 
jefts  in  Scotland  to  any  thing  in  confident  with  their 
church  eftabiifhment  according  to  law.     This  removed 
the  fcruples  of  many ;  but  neverthelefs  there  were  not 
a  few  worthy  minifters  who  remained  uneafy  and  fcru- 
pulous  upon  account  there  was  {till  mention  made  in 
the  oath  of  the  ad  of  parliament  that  required  the  con- 
ditions of  the  fucceffor,  and  therefore  wanted  to  have  it 
wholly  taken  out  of  the  oath.     Which,  upon  applica- 
tion, the  king  was  fo  good  as  to  grant,  by  ad  of  parlia- 
ment in  the  5th  year  of  his  reign.     Thus  did  the  Lord 
ill  his  mercy  fettle  the  great  commotions  that  were  in 
the  church  by  reafon  of  that  oath,  and  extricate  her  out 
of  feme  of  her  difficulties  ;  yea,  fo  far,  that  the  molt 
Ariel  and  zealous  minifters  in  Scotland  were  brought  to 
declare,  .both  from  the  pulpit  and  the  prefs,  that  the  em- 
bracing or  refufing  the  oath  of  abjuration  did  not  afford 
the  leaft  ground  for  reparation. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  the  mi  J  ft  of  all  thefe  grie- 
vances and  preifures  which  the  church  groaned  un- 
der, 
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der,  the  Lord  did  not  Cutter  her  to  fink*     The  times 
indeed  became  very  cloudy  and  dark  \  the   church'* 
friends  were  turned  out  of  place,  and   her  enemies 
were  exalted  in  power ;  Jacobites  were  put  in  places 
of  higheft  truft,  and  many  of  them  became  fo  info* 
lent,  as  to  maltreat  and  abufc  the  minifters  of  the  got 
pel,  and  fometimes  to  caufe  burn  at  market  croffes 
the  ads  of  fyna't  for  fads,  becaufe  in  them  they  ap- 
pointed prayers  to  be  made  for  maintaining  the  Pro* 
teftant  fuccefiion,  and  for  defeating  the  deGgns  and  plots 
then  forming  for  overturning  it,  and  for  bringing*  in  a 
Fopifh  pretender.    Yet  even  then  the  Lord  infpireb^the 
commiflion  with  courage  and  refolution  to  emit  their  fa- 
mous feafonable  warning  at  their  meeting  i  oth  Auguft 
1713*  which  was  read  from  the  pulpits-,  wherein  ther 
obteit  all  Proteftants  and  lovers  of  their  country  to  look 
to  themfelves,  that  they  be  not  deluded  by  the  fubtile  de- 
vices of  a  Jacobite  party,  who  would  bring  us  under  the 
yoke  of  a  Popifh  Pretender.     Here  the  commiffioa 
mention  their  articles  at  large ;  one  whereof  is,  "Thcj, 
with  great  appearance  of  zeal,  efpoufe  and  promote  the 
Englim  liturgy  through  the  land,  tho*  neither  they  nor 
their  fathers  would  receive  it  heretofore;  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  omit  all  the  prayers  for  queen  Anne  and 
princefs  Sophia.     Likewife  they  make  a  great  outcry, 
especially  in  diftant  places,  of  their    having  fuffered 
grievous  perfecutions  becaufe  of  their  being  of  the  £- 
pifcopal  perfuafion,  though  without  ground*    Blcffed 
be  God  (fay  theyj  we  can, appeal  to  the  confeiences of 
all  who  know  our  conduct,  that  we  have  never,  fince 
the  Late  happy  revolution,  in  the  lead  returned  the  Se- 
verities, and  unparalleled  cruelties,  which  we  met  with 
when  they  had  the  afcendant $  and  which  we  from 
their  prefent  temper,  as  well  as  from  their  former  beha- 
viour, ma/  rcalonably  conclude  they  want  nothing  but 
power  to  renew  againfl  the  minifters  and  members  of 
"this  church.     Wherefore  they  ferioufly  obteftandde- 
feech  all  ranks  of  pcrions  to  humble  themfelves  deeply 
under  the  many  fad  caufes  and  tokens  of  the  Lords 
anger,   ond    turn    to  him  with  all  their  hearts,  and 
flee  to  t>  c  blood  of  fprinkling  for  reconciliation,  and 
pray  earned! y  to  Ood  to  difappoint   the  defigns  and 

hopes 
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hopes  of  a  Popi(h  and  Jacobite  party,  preferve  the 
Protoftant  fuccefiion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  fancYify 
the  troubles  which  have  affli&ed  our  Zion,  and  turn  us 
from  all  thefe  fins  which  have  procured  them,  &c. 

And  glory  be  to  a  prayer- hearing  God,  who  foon 
blafted  all  the  Jacobites  plots  and  hopes,  and  made  the 
Proreftant  fucceffion  take  place,  by  the  acceflion  of  K. 
George  I.  within  lefs  than  a  year,  to  the  joy  of  this 
poor  oppreffed  church,  and.  of  all  tru$Prote(tants. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  queen's  riftgn  the  Jacobites 
turned  fo  uppiih,  that  they  encouraged  Epifcopal  mini- 
fters  to  intrude  into  vacant  churches,  and  minifters  and 
preachers,  who  were  fent  to  preach  in  them,  were  rab- 
bled.    They  and  their  preachers  did  publicly  folemnize 
the  Pretender's  birth- day,   fet  up  bonfires,  drink  his 
health  as  king  before  great  multitudes,  and  confufion 
to  all  the  Prelbyterians.     But,  upon  the  acceflion  of 
king  George  I.,  thefe  riots  and  infults  were  fuppreffed, 
and  the  laws  and  good  order  began  again  to  take  place. 
The  church  represented  her  grievances  from  the  laws 
lately  made  •,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in 
X7,S  Put  a  ^°P  to  defigns  of  that  fort  for  a  time.    Un- 
til then,  there  were  a  goatf  number  of  Epifcopal  mini- 
fters continued  in  churches  through  the  North;  but 
they,  joining  with  others  in  that  rebellion,  were  foon 
afteVwards  turned  out.    The  Lord  was  pleafed  again  to 
pity  us," and   work  a  great  deliverance  for  us:   for 
though  the  Jacobite  and  Poptfh  party  rofe  of  a  fudden, 
and  gathered  together  in  great  numbers,  threatening  to 
cany  all  before  them,  to  cut  off  our  fovefeign  king 
George  and  all  the  friends  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion, 
attacked  the  king's  forces,  and  killed  many  \  yet  the 
Lord  foon*  brake  all  their  meafures,  poured  (hame  up- 
on their  attempt,  and  made  imny  of  them  flee  their 
native  country :  fo  that  in  a  wonderful  manner  God 
delivered  u*  from  the  bloody  fword,  and  the  cruel  de- 
figns  of  Papifts  and  Jacobites,  and  reftored  peace  in  all 
our  borders,  in  the  year  1716. 

It  might  have  been  expefted,  that  fuoh  aftoniihing 
mercies  and  deliverances  would  have  produced  humili- 
ty and  thankfulnefs  to  God,  have  led  us  to  repentance 

and 
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and  reformation,  and  have  animated  our  zeal  for  God 
and  his  truths,  and  our  activity  to  get  the  church's 
grievances  rcdrefFed,  when  fuch  a  fit  opportunity  feem- 
ed  to  offer.  But,  alas  I  we  became  unthankful  to  God, 
and  foon  forgot  his  goodnefs ;  we  turned  fecure  and 
confident  under  king  George's  prote&ion  and  favour, 
and  began  to  lofe  that  zeal  for  preferving  the  purity  of 
do£rrine  and  worfhip,  for  fuppreffing  error  and  immor* 
ality,  and  for  the  advancement  of  religion  and  godli- 
nefs,  which  former  Aflemblies  manifefted.  Now  our 
old  zealous  furTering  minifters  were  generally  gone  off 
the  ft  age,  and  a  woful  lukewarmnefs  and  indifferencj 
began  to  feize  upon  the  following  generation. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  great  noife  of  Mr  John  Sim- 
fon,  Piofeflbr  of  Divinity  at  Glafgow,  his  venting  and 
teaching  Arminian  doctrine  and  grofs  errors.  The 
worthy  Mr  James  Webfter,  one  of  the  minifters  of  & 
dinburgh,  having  converted  with  him  thereupon,  wai 
the  firft  that  complained  of  him  :  And  he  was  there- 
fore appointed  to  procefs  him  before  the  prefbyteryof 
Glafgow;  though  it  feems  hard  that  Mr  Webfter 
fliould  have  been  burdened  with  an  affair  which  was 
the  common  caufe  of  the  church.  But  Mr  Webfter,& 
appeal,  the  libel  he  gave  again  ft  Mr  Sirnfon,  and  Mr 
Simfon's  anfwer  thereto,  came  before  the  affemMy 
1 716,  who  remitted  the  fame  to  a  committee  to  con- 
fider  the  whole  procefs,  and  to  make  a  full  and  diftinft 
report  to  the  next  aflembly.  In  Mr  Simfon's  anfwer 
to  this  libel,  and  his  letters  to  Mr  Rowan,  there  were 
found  feveral  very  dangerous  errors,  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  our  Confeflion  of  Faith  and  Cate- 
chifms  ;  fuch  a?,  "  That  there  is  nothing  to  be  admit- 
ted in  religion,  but  what  is  confonant  to  leafon.  That 
regard  to  our  own  happinefs,  in  the  enjoyment  of  God, 
ought  to  be  our  chief  motive  in  ferving  him ;  and 
that  our  glorifying  God  is  fubordinatc  to  it-  That  the 
Heathen  may  know,  by  the  light  of  nature,  that  there 
is  a  remedy  for  fin  provided ;  and  if  they  would  pray 
fmcerely  for  the  difcovery  of  the  way  of  falvation  God 
would  grant  it  to  them.  That  if  men  would  with  dili- 
gence, iinceiity  and  taith  uf ,  the  means  for  obtaining 

faving 
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ft  £*tce,  God  has  proraifed  to  grant  it ;  and  that 
ifing  of  the  means  in  the  forefaid  manner  is  not  *- 

thc  reach  of  our  natural  powers.  That  there 
no  proper  covenant  made  with  Adam  for  himfdf 
bis  poftertty;  and  that  he  was  notour  federal  head. 
:kis  inoonfiftent  with  God's  juftice  and  gooodae(s 
gate  fouls  wanting  original  rightooufnefs ;  and  that 
bukof  infants  fimce  the  fall  are  created  pure  and 
That  it  is  probable  there  are  .more  of  mankind 
1  than  damned  ;  And  it  is  more  than  probable  th^at 
iced  infaats,  dying  in  Safancy,  arc  all  (a*rod.  That 
s  is  «6  finning  in  holi  after  the  laft  judgement/9  Arc* 
which  erroneous  fcheme  of  do&rine  is  fully  refuted 
expafed  by  the  reverend  Mr  John  Flint  and  Mr . 
1  Mdaren,  both  miniAers  of  Edinburgh*  in  two 
rent  books,  the  one  written  in  Latin,  and  the  other 
ngiifh*  to  which  Mr  Simfon  nevflr  offered  any  reply* 
iunfon,  when  before  the  AffemWy  and  their  com na^r 
declared  his  adherence  to  our  Coofeflton  of  Faith, 
ftadied  to  pot  fenfes«pon  fcisdo&rine  to  make  it 
.  ito  agree  tbenewttjh,  ami  made  ufe  of  very  fubtije 
i&ians  £or  that  <e»d  :  but  fuch  hath  been  the  *eal 
times  of  our  AffemWtesagainft  e**or,  and  for  purky 
ilEfacine,  that  they  would  have  had  00  great  <$ifficul- 

have  agreed  that  Mr  .Simfon,  or  any  man  that  ven- 
ar  fcmghffnch  dodtrine  as  above,  was  not  fit  to  be 
Lnited  a  profeflbr  of  /divinity,  to  itfftffa&  and  train 
'onig  men  for  the  .holy  miniftry.  But,  when  his 
da  came  ito  be  fintfhed  by  AiTembly  17179  there 
1  fomaay  members  in  it,  who  other  had  been  his 
bars,  or  wete  his  relations,  comrades  or  aqu  intan- 

who  ftopd  dip  for  faving  him,  that  the  AiTembly 
t  brought  to  cttfrnift  htm  with  a  very  gentle  cenXure, 
heir  9th  afit ;  wherein  they  only  fay,  "  He  hath 
a  offence,  and  fcath  vented  fame  opinions  not  necrf- 
to  be  taught  in  divinity,  and  that  hath  given  more  oc- 
m$  to  dttnfe,  than  to  the  promoting  of  edification  : 
t  be  jhath  .ufed  forae  eapreffions  that  bear  and  are 
i  by  admerfaries  in  a  bad  and  unfaund  fenfe,  though 
m  dtfbwa  that  unfaund  fenfe.  And,  for  anfwer- 
more  ratisfyingly,  (as  he  (uppofeth)  .the  cavils  and 
r0L.  IV.  3  Q^  obje&ions 
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obje&ions  of  adverfaries,  he  hath  adopted  fome 
thefes  different  from  what  are  commonly  ufed  a 
orthodox  divinefe,  that  are  not  evidently  found* 
Scripture,  and  tend  to  atributetoo  much  to  natura 
xfon,  and  the  power  of  corrupt  nature;  which  i 
advancement  of  reafon  and  nature  is  always  to  tb 

Sagement  of  revelation  and  efficacious  free  j 
e  General  Aflembly,  for  the  reafons  above-mei 
ed,  prohibits  and  discharges  the  faid  Mr  John  Sirrn 
ufe  fuch  expreflions,  or  to  teach,  preach,  or  otht 
Vent  fuch  opinions,  proportions,  or  hypothefes  as 
faid."  But,  as  a  juft  rebuke  upon  the  Aflembly  foi 
lenity,  Mr  Simfon  per fi (led  in  his  unfound  doc" 
contemned  their  fentence,  and  dill  went  on  in  a  c 
of  error,  till  in  a  few  years  he  is  arraigned  befoi 
Aflembly  for  Arianifm. 

About  this  time  there  arofe  debates  and  great 
as  if  fome  minifters  were  bringing  in  a  new  fcher 
doctrine,  becaufe  in  their  iermons  they  difufed  anc 
fured  feveral  old  approven  words  and  phrafes  as  t< 
gal,  and  affeded  fome  new  modes  of  fpeaking ;.  at 
cauie  they  recommended  to  their  people  an  old 
called  the  "  Marrow  of  modern  Divinity."  This 
was  laid  before  the  Aflembly  1720,  as  containing 
Antinomian  errors ;  and,  feveral  paflages  and  pr< 
tions  being  excerpted  from  it  by  a  committee,  tin 
fembly  proceeded  in  a  hurry  to  pafs  a  commcnc 
aft  againft  them  all  in  in  cumulo ;  and,  among  the 
they  condemned  as  erroneous  two  propofitions, 
ts  That  believers  are  altogether  fet  free  from  th< 
as  a  covenant  of  works ;  And  that  they  are  fet  free 
from  the  commanding  and  condemning  power  c 
covenant  of  works,"  Which  two  are  furely  foun 
orthodox  propofi tions  in  themfelves.  Likewife 
lame  Aflcmbly,  by  another  a£t,  recommended  to  mir 
to  infift  in  preaching  feveral  do&rines,  and,  amo 
thers,  "  the  neceflity  of  a  holy  life  in  order  to  th 
taining  of  everlafting  happinefs.,,  This  certainl; 
very  ill  worded,  however  found  their  meaning  was! 

Although  there  were  feveral  Humbling  and  unji 
able  expreflions  in  that  book  called  the  Marrow 
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yet,  before  the  Aflembly  had  proceeded  to  pafs  their  afls 
concerning  them,  it  had  been  their  wifdom,  to  have  firft 
remitted  them  (as  in  other  cafes)  to  the  confideration  of 
Prefbyteries;  which  happy  ftep  would  have  prevented  the 
overfightsor  miftakes  of  the  Aflembly  aforementioned, 
and  confequently  the  Twelve  brethrens  reprefentation 
againft  the  forefaid  a£t,  given  in  to  the  Aflembly  1721, 
which  was  once  likely  to  have  landed  in  a  fchifm.  But 
it  mud  be  owned,  that,  when  the  Aflembly  1722  came 
to  review  and  explain  thefe  hafty  a£b  pad  in  1720,  they 
did  juftice  to  truth,  and  declared  their  minds,  con- 
cerning the  a£h  and  proportions  quarrelled,  in  very 
found  and  orthodox  terms.  And  particularly,  as  to 
"  the  neceflity  of  holinefs  for  obtaining  everlafting 
happinefs,"  they,  declare  the  expreflion  is  meant  of 
"  obtaining  the  enjoyment  and  pofleflion  of  everlafting 
happinefs,1'  but  not  of  "  the  right  and  title  to  it," 
which  (they  fay)  all  juftified  perfons  have  already 
attained,  viz.  thro' the  imputation  of  the  righteoufhefs 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  Thus  peace  and  truth  were  preferred 
in  the  church  at  that  time* 

No  doubt  it  had  been  much  for  the  in  te  re  ft  of  truth, 
at  well  as  the  honour  of  pur  Aflemblies,  that  they  had 
manifested  as  much  zeal  againft  other  erroneous  books 
which  have  been  publiflied  or  recommended  before  or 
fince  that  time  by  other  minifters  of  this  church,  and 
fome  of  them  far  more  dangerous  than  the  Marrow, 
inch  as  Dr  Whitchcot's  fermons,  &c.  Oh  that  our  an- 
ient and  true  zeal  for  trutr  and  purity,  and  again  ft  all 
*fod  of  error  and   corruption,  were  again  happily  re- 
•fred  in  the  land  !     But,  alas  !  how  little  ground  have 
*&    in  an  ordinary  way  to  expert  any  national  reviving 
r  Reformation  in  the  church  and  land,  while  the  flood-r 
»tcr«of  error  and  coiruption  are  (till  kept  wide  open 
f  *hc  laws  for  the  Toleration  and  Patronages  ? 
tr*  confeqence  of  applications  to  the  king  by  the  church, 
***c  amendments  were  made  upon  thefe  laws  by  the 
^liament  in  1719;  As,  i.  They  discharged  anyper- 
>1[*  to  preach  or  pray  in  any  Epifcopal  meeting  houfe 
1    Scotland,  that  did  not  pray  for  king  George,  and 
"*<ft  the  abjuration  oath,  under  the  pain  of  fix  month? 
3  (^2  imprifonment 
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impriforiment,  and  having  the  meeting  hotrfe  flwt  op; 
This  aft,  had  it  been  execute,  would  have  pot  a  ftop  to 
many  of  the  erroneous  Jacobite  preachers ;  bat  not 
befog  execute  agamfb  them,  they  dill  went  on  in  dif- 
feminating  many  Popifh  error*  through  the  land. 

a.  The  Parliament  enafted,  That  preferrtactam  given 
by  patrons  to  vacant  churches  (hall  be  of  no  effect,  if 
the  perfen  prefented  do  not  accept  or  declare  his  wiB* 

X"  eft  to  accept  of  the  prefentation  given  him.  Br 
h  a£l  the  parliament  put  it  (as  it  were)  ia  ths 
church's  power,  to  eafe  herfehf  of  the  great  gricvaaee 
of  patronage ;  which  was  ground  of  joy  to  many:  for, 
ait  that  time,  it  was  generally  thought  that  this  lhttta* 
tion  was  equivalent  to  plain  repealing  of  the  patronage 
aft,  and  that  no  Prefbyterian  would  ever  expreNy  de* 
dare  his  accepting  of  a  prefentation,  or  go  (b  far  to  sp. 

Cove  or  comply  with  patronage,  which  Prefbyteriftai 
d  always  declared  a  heavy  yoke  and  burden  on  the 
church  of  God.  And  accordingly  there  w&ftt'ma* 
that  prefumed  to  t*ke,  accept,  or  make  ufe  of,  a  pfefefl- 
tation  to  a  church  for  feveral  years  after  this  aft  ffltf 
paft ;  and  fo  the  church  was  eafy,  and  continued  to 
fettle  vacant  chuiches  upon  the  call  of  congregatism, 
without  any  rroleftation  from  patrons. 

During  this  lucid  interval,  the  church  fcemed  to  tart 
fecure,  as  if  fhe  feared  no  danger  from  the  acceptance 
of  prefentations  ;  and  therefore  was  at  no  pains  to  (hut 
or  bar  the  doer  againft  fuch  acceptances.      Had  das 
been  done,  the  church  was  effectually  delivered  by  th£ 
fort  f aid  favourable  aft  from  the  yoke  of   patronage* 
Now  was  the  proper  junfture  for  our  AfTemblies  to  har^ 
made  a  new  declaration,  in  corroboration  of  what  for- 
mer AfTemblies  had  done,  concerning  the  wofulcorrup-* 
tion  and  evil  confluences  of  patronage;  and  to  hir^ 
warned  all  the  members  of  this  church  of  the  evil  of 
encouraging  or  prompting  the  fame,  and  particularly 
all  minifters  and  preachers,  of  the  fin  and  danger  0* 
Complying  with  this  corruption,  by  accepting  of  pre- 
fentations *,  efpecially  feeing  there  was  no  law  requiring 
it  as  r.ectrifary,  but,  by  the  late  aft  of  Parliament!  ail 
open  door  was  left  for  their  entering  into  churches  ** 

agofpel- 
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al  gorfpel-  way •  if  they  pleaded  to  chufe  and  accept  of  it. 
■ftfo  doubt,  if  things  bad  been  fet  in  fuch  clear,  light  by 
Our  General  AtTembHes,  the  authority  of  the  church 
^pmld  hare  reftrained  thefe  woful  acceptances.      But> 
sfclas  1  while  the  church  flept,  the  enemy  was  buff  fow- 
iaig  hit  tares,  and  prompting  fome  to  devife  fubtile  con*' 
^dKtionat  acceptances,  wherein  they  might  disapprove  of 
jaatroitageSr  and  declare  for  Prefbyterian  principles  with 
*ttfpt&  to  the  peoples  rights  \  yet,  in  the.  mean  time9 
*feake  fuch  bold  of  the  ftipend  prcfrnted  to,  that  another 
Would  not  make  a  legal  title  to  it.      When  this  was 
^complained  of  to  faperior  judicatories,  -forne  leading 
Vacs,  alas !  were  found  to  patronize  thefe  acceptor*, 
^ill  at  length  they  proceeded  to  the  moft  open  and  bare- 
Aced  acceptances.     For  thefe  pva&ice9,  indeed,  fome 
^reacbettf  were  cenfured  and  Glenccd,  but  they   were 
moaned  by  fuperior  courts ;  whereby  at  length  accept- 
^auicet  went  on  without  controul.    So  that,  by  fuch  de- 
:£edioftSy  the  yoke  of  patronage;  is  fader  wreathed  upon 
'•he  church  than  ever,  and  her  condition  under  it  more 
lamentable  than  in  any  former  period :    for  in  former 
times  all  honed  men  groaned  under  patronage  as  a 
imrdera ;  and  though  they  were  prefented  by  patrons  to 
churches,  yet  they  neither  laid  no?  wrote  any  thing  in 
favours  of  the  patron's  deed,  but  filently  fubmitted  the 
prefbyteries  proceeding  to  their  fettlement,  when  they 
had  the  parilhes  concurring  in  it :    but,  aUs  !  by  fuch 
a£tive  written  acceptances  as  now  in  ufe,  the  whole 
church  (hall,  in  procefs  of  time,  be  involved  in  approv- 
ing of  patronages,  in  fuch  a  way  as  was  never  done  by 
the  church  of  Scotland  fince  the  reformation. 

Wherefore  we  judge  it  the  duty  of  all  the  lovers  of 
Irutk  and  purity  in  the  church  of  God,  to  bear  open 
tedimony  againft  the  yoke  of  patronage,  and  the  ac- 
ceptance of  prefentations,  as  we  hereby  defire  to  do$ 
efpecially  feeing  they  have  been  productive  of  fuch 
dreadful  evils  in  this  church  of  late  year*?. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  church  of  Scotland  hath,  • 
ever  fince  her  reformation,  remondrated  againd  patron* 
ages>and  affrrts,  in  her  2d  book  of  Difcipiine,  chap.  12. 
That  patronages  have  flowed  from  the  pope,  and  the 

corruption 
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corruption  of  the  canon  law ;  and  the  intruding  of 
pcrfons  this  way  into  churches,  hath  no  ground  in  the 
wotd  of  God,  hut  is  contrary  thereto,  &c.  Likewife 
the  Parliament  1649,  *n  ^eir  a&  abolifhing  patronage, 
do  fay,  It  is  an  evil  and  bondage  under  which  the  Lord's 
people  and  minifters  have  long  groaned ;  and  that  it  is 
a  cuftom  popi(h,  brought  into  tne  church  in  times  of 
ignorance  and  fuperftition ;  and  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  2d  book  of  Discipline,  &c.  Alfo  the  Aflemblies 
17 1 2  and  1715,  give  plain  teftimonies  againft  patron- 
ages to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  aflert,  That  they  lay  a 
foundation  for  Simoniacal  pactions,  and  many  other 
evils.  To  thefe  teftimonies  we  do  adhere,  andlikewffe 
(hall  add  fome  further  reafons  againft  patronages : 

i.  Patronages  are  neither  agreeable  to  the  rules  of 
God's  word,  nor  to  the  apoftolical  practice :  feeing  it 
is  evident  from  the  word,  that  it  was  only  the  church 
herfelf,  with  her  officers,  that  exercifed  the  power  of 
nominating  and  electing  minifters  and  officers  to  die 
church,  according  to  the  authority  derived  to  them  from 
Chrift  their  Head  and  Founder,  Acls  i.  15  — vi.  a  — 
viii.  14 — xiii.  3 — xiv.  23. — xvi.  9 — 1  John  ir.  1.— 
2  John  10.  So  that  a  patron's  right  of  nominating  the 
officers  of  the  church,  is  nothing  but  a  manifeft  ufur- 
pation  over  the  church  of  God. 

2.  Patronage  is  alfo  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
primitive  and  pureft  ages  of  the  church,  and  was  not 
known  in  the  church  until  true  religion  and  Chriftianity 
began  to  decline,  and  then  it  came  in  gradually  with 
other  Popifh  corruptions  and  abufes.  We  find  Cyprian, 
Athanafius,  the  apoftolical  conftitutions,  with  many 
ancient  councils  and  fathers,  declaring  in  the  plaineft 
terms  for  the  free  liberty  and  power  of  the  church  to 
chule  her  o^  n  paftorf,  without  any  extrinfic  influence 
whatforr.ever. 

3.  As  it  is  difagreeable  to  fcripture  and  antiquity,  fo 
it  is  contrary  to  reafon,  and  to  the  intereft  and  fafety 
of  the  church,  that  the  power  of  chufing  her  paftots 
ihould  at  any  time  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  heretics 
and  profane  men,  as  frequently  the  right  oJF  patronage 
i%  being  conveyed  to  them  with  their  earthly  inheri- 
tances.. 


A  Fair  and  Impartial  Testimony.  407 

tances.  Can  there  be  any  thing  more  unreafonable 
and  abfurd,  than  that  the  power  of  chu(ing  officers  to 
the  church,  {hould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  declared 
enemies  of  the  church  !  or  that  this  power,  which  is  a 
fpt  ritual  and  ecclefiaftical  privilege,  (hould  be  conveyed, 
difponcd,  fold,  or  bought  with  money,  like  other  civil 
rights  or  heritages,  and  fo  be  lodged  frequently  with 
infidels  and  the  word  of  men. 

4.  For  patron*  to  impofe  minifters  upon  Chriftian 
congregations,  is  a  plain  encroachment  upon  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  and  upon  the  laws  of  free  focieties ; 
as  much  as  it  would  be  for  them  to  impofe  phyficians 
and  lawyers  upon  focieties,  to  take  care  of  their  bodies 
or  eftates.  The  churches  of  Chrift  are  as  free  focieties 
as  any  in  the  world,  having  their  liberties  from  Chrift  to 
chufe  their  own  pallors ;  and  ought  not  to  be  brought 
in  bondage  to  any  in  this  matter. 

5.  It  is.  a  cruel  impofition  to  oblige  focieties  of  men, 
who  duly  value  their  immortal  fouls,  and  would  place 
them  under  proper  fpiritual  guides,  to  entrufl  the  edi- 
fication, comfort,  and  eternal  concerns  of  thefe  precious 

-  fouls,  to  the  care  of  patrons ;  many  whereof  are  in- 
different about  the  concerns  of  their  own  fouls,  being 
negligent,  erroneous,  or  profane ;  and  fo  are  not  like 
to  be  much  concerned  to  choofe  proper  paftors  to  take 
infpe&ion  of  the  fouls  of  others.  How  dlh  ferious 
Chriftians  be  eafy  who  it  be  that  choofe  their  paftors, 
or  thofe  who  know  that  patrons  cannot  fecure  them 
again  (I  the  bad  confluences  of  a  wrong  choice,  nor  be 

.  tefponfible  for  their  fouls  at  the  great  day  ? 

Laftly^    Patronage,    by  long  experience,   has  been 

■  found  to  be  an  open  door  for  a  corrupt  miniilry  to 
enter  into  the  church  :  and  this  is  fadly  exemplified  in 
thofe  churches  where  this  corruption  doth  reign  without 
controul. 

Upon  all  which  accounts,  we  judge  it  our  duty  to 
bear  teflimony  againft  the  ufurpation  of  patronage,  as 
rood  finful  in  itfeif,  and  injurious  to  the  church  of  God  \ 
and  to  pray  that  God  may  open  the  eyes  of  all  patrons, 
that  they  may  be  convinced  and  repent  of  it,  and  csafs 

from  oppreffing  Chrift's  church  any  more. 

And 
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And  as  we  bear  teftimony  apainft  patrons  and  dieir 
trfurparon,  fo  we judze  ourfelves boa  d to teftifv agafnft 
all  thof-  who  encourage  and  voluntarily  comply  with 
this  frnful  ufurpation,  and  particularly  by  accepting  or 
declanr.e  t  cir  ui'linpnef*  to  accept  of  prefentataoos 
from  patronf,  which  a!  as  !  is  now  become  the  common 
practice;  an«J,  being  fo  coTimon  and  general,  both 
preachers  and  rerplc  are  like  to  lofe  all  fenfe  of  die 
evil  of  it.  But  that  thefe  acceptances  aie  finfnl,  and 
provoking  to  a  holy  God,  is  evident  from  thefe  con- 
fiderations  : 

i.  If  a  patron  be  guilcy  of  a  (inful  uforpatiott  over 
the  church  of  God,  in  fpoillng  her  of  the  right  (he hath 
from  Chrifl  to  choofe  her  own  officers  (as  certainly  he 
is)  then  the  accepter  of  a  prefentation  doth  become 
partner  u  ith  the  patron  in  his  fin,  by  homologating  his 
ufurped  po.«  cr,  and  (lengthening  him  in  it.  Now, 
the  fcrip'ure  rxprefsly  forbids  us  to  be  "  partakers  of 
ether  n.tr.s  fins." 

2.  As  the  law  now  (lands,  the  accepter  is  more 
guilty  of  robbing  the  church  of  her  right  than  the  pa- 
tron is  :  for  the  Lepiflature  have  been  fo  tender  of  the 
church  by  tleir  acl  1719,  as  to  put  it  abfolutely  in  the 
pov/er  of  minilters  and  preachers  to  accept  or  rejeR  the 
ufurpation  cf  patronage  as  they  pleafe  ;  fothat  a  patron 
can  give  fVo  trcuble  to  the  chuTch,  it  he  be  not  encour- 
aged and  afiiftcd  in  it  by  an  accepter  His  prefentation 
would  be  but  like  a  dead  ferpent,  altogether  lifeleft  and  . 
harmlefs  to  the  church,  if  an  accepter  did  not  come 
and  infpire  it  with  life,  and  put  a  (ling  in  it.  Though 
patronage  be  a  grievous  ufurpation  and  burden  on  the 
church,  yet  it  is  now  fo  limited  and  tied  up  in  Scotland 
ly  Javr,  that  the  church  would  not  feel  the  burden  of 
it,  if  it  were  not  pulled  down  upon  her  by  accepting 
pr«  f,  nttcs  ;  fo  that  now  the  accepters  are  properly  the 
cpprillors  of  the  church  of  Chrift.  If  Chriit  condemns 
the  IMiarifei-s  for  "  binding  heavy  burdens,  grievous  to 
bf  born,  and  laying  them  upon  other  mens  moulders'" 
how  cnudemnable  mud  accepters  of  prefentations  be, 
who  hind  fuch  a  gritxous  burden  as  patronage  on  the 
il.ouU'crs  of  Clirid.'*  church  ? 

3.  The 
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.  3.  The  minifter  or  preacher,  who  accepts  of  a  prefen- 
tatlon  doth  not  only  bring  Gn  upon  himfelf,  by  oppref- 
fing  the  churchy  and  f polling  her  of  her  juft  right ;  but 
alfo  takes  the  ready  way  to  encourage  and  harden  a 

Etron  in  his  guilt  and  (inful  ufurpation,  and  to  obftrucT: 
9  conviction,  repentance,  and  reformation :  for  he 
wiM  readily  think  that  his  conscience  needs  not  be  more 
ftrait- laced  than  theirs,  who  (hould  inform  his.  Where- 
fore we  earneftly  wi(h  and  pray,  that  God  would  bring 
accepters,  with  their  advifers  and  fupporters,  calmly  to 
ConGdcr  what  a  finful  hand  they  have  in  enfnaring  pa* 
tront  in  a  corrupt  courfe,  and  in  hardening  them  in 
their  ufurpation  over  the  church  of  God. 

4.  The  way  of  accepting  prefentations  doth  open  a 
door  to  many  fad  evils,  fuch  as  Simoniacal  pj&ions  and 
intrigues,  unchriftian  contentions  and  diviiions  in  judi- 
catories, opprefiive  cone u (lions  in  parifhes,  vexatious 
profecution  and  appeals,  and  many  fcandalous  intrufions. 
into  churches,  to  the  great  difcredit  of  Teligion,  and 
reproach  of  the  minifterial  character :  hereby  congre- 
gations are  robbed  of  their  jult  rights  to  call  their  own 
minifters,  and  very  oft  ChrilVs  ilock  is  fcattered  and 
broken  in  pieces,  the  godly  are  grieved,  and  the  wicked 
hardened :  hereby  ordinances  come  to  be  negle&ed,  the 
Lord's  day  profaned,  ignorance  and  vice  encouraged, 
churclv-difcipline  weakened.  Yea,  this  pernicious 
practice  has  given  occafion  to  many  violent  fettlementF, 
and  to  a  woeful  fchifm  in  the  church,  to  the  depoGng 
of  Several  worthy  minifters,  and  to  the  difcouragement 
of  many  pious  ftudents  and  preachers  from  ferving  the 
church :  fo  that  our  accepters  have  need  to  confider. 
how  they  will  anfwer  for  all  thefe  direful  confequences 
of  their  practice,  and  whether  the  commonneis  of  it 
will  excufe  the  Gnfulnefs  of  it :  O  that  we  could  look  to 
God,  who  only  can  open  their  eyes  ! 

5.  Accepters  of  prefentations  a£l  contrary  to  the 
cnown  priHciples  of  Prefbyterians,  and  to  their  own 
!ngagements ;  and  fo  are  chargeable  with  fad  defection 
ind  breach  of  faith.  Our  Second  Book  of  Difcipl'roe, 
which  is  fworri  to  in  our  National  Covenant,  declares 
>atronages  to  be  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  chaj?.  1  2- 

Vol.  IV.  3  E  And 
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And  It  was  the  general  opinion  in  the  year  1719*  that 
accepting  cf  presentations  was  inconfiftent  with  Pre  '  y- 
terian  principles,  and  with  the  rights  and  rules  cf  this 
church,  which  all  minifters  and  preachers  oblige  them- 
felves  to  maintain ;  upon  which  account,  none  adven* 
tured  to  meddle  with  them  for  a  good  many  years 
thereafter.  In  our  opinion,  they  aft  contrary  to  their 
engagements  which  they  come  under  by  the  Aflembly'i 
formula  1 7 1 1 ;  wherein  they  fubf*  riSe  and  promife,  that 
they  will  never  directly  or  indirectly  endeavour  the  pre- 
judice or  fubverfion  of  the  difcipiine  and  government 
of  this  church,  but  that  they  will  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  maintain  and  fupport  the  fame.  Now,  it  was 
(till, reckoned  a  branch  of  our  difcipiine  and  government, 
for  parifhes  to  have  the  liberty  of  free  ele&ions,  and  for 
Prcfbyteries  to  have  accefs  to  free  moderations  in  the 
calling  of  minifters.  And  it  is  vifible  to  all,  that  ac- 
cepters of  prefentations  do  (lop  and  hinder  this  free 
liberty  and  accefs,  contrary  to  their  engagements  by  the 
formula^  and  aifo  by  the  national  covenant. 

6.  Seeing  it  is  notour  that  the  defign  of  accepting 
prtfentations  is  to  fecure  the  ftipend  to  the  prefentee, 
fo  as  another  cannot  i.?.ve  a  title  to  it ;  it  is  plain  that 
the  accepter  doth  hereby  invert  the  order  which  Chrift 
hath  appointed  in  his  church,  viz.  that  a  minister's  right 
to  maintenance  lhculu  be  consequential  to  his  ordination 
to  the  miniftry :  whereas,  by  the  method  he  takes,  he 
would  make  ?,  rrv  miter's  ordination  to  the  miniftry  con- 
fequential  to  his  having  a  right  to  the  maintenance  J 
which  is  contrary  to  Chrift's  ftated  order,  and  the  nature 
of  things. 

7.  !3y  accepting  prefentations,  minifters  do  fadly 
prejudge  the  luccefs  of  the  gofpcl  and  their  own  mini- 
ftry, by  offending  and  (tumbling  the  pariihes  concerned, 
beiides  many  other?,  at  their  conduct.  And  is  it  any 
wonder  though  a  pariih  be  offended  with  a  man  for 
going  about  to  fecure  a  title  to  their  ftipend,  before 
they  Lave  accefs  to  know  him,  or  (hew  any  inclination 
lor  him;  and  for- his  binding  the  yoke  of  patronage  upon 
them,  and  fpoiling  them  of  their  juft  right  of  chuling 
sheir  own  paftor  •,  and  for  hindering  them  to  get  ano- 
ther 
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ther  worthy  paftor  whom  they  dearly  love  ?  What  mud 
they  think  of  a  man  that  tell  6  a  reclaiming  pari (h,  by 
word  or  deed*  c<  I'll  be  your  minifler  in  fpite  of  your 
teeth,  I'll  have  the  charge  of  your  fouls  whether  ye  will 
or  not ;  and,  if  ye  refufe  ordinances  and  means  of  fal* 
vation  from  me,  ye  fhali  have  none  ?  Nay,  come  of 
your  fottb  what  will,  though  they  mould  perUh  in  a 
ftate  of  ignorance  and  prejudice,  Til  pofTefs  the  kirk, 
nianfe,  and  benefice,  and  hold  out  another  minifler 
from  you/*  Have  they  not  too  good  ground  to  fufpecl 
fuch  a  man,  of  earthly,  mindednefs,  greed  of  filthy 
lucre,  or  of  being  more  concerned  for  "  his  own  things 
than  for  the  things  of  Jefus  Child,"  and  the  falvation 
fit  their  fouls  ?  Which  apprehenfions  are  fufficient  to 
fluff  the  breads  of  people  with  prejudice  againft  him  at 
his  entry,  and  to  blaft  his  miniftrations  to  them  for 
many  years  thereafter.  For  it  is  no  wonder  if  they 
think  fuch  language  or  pra&ice'  is  not  like  that  of 
tme  who  fincercly  defigns  to  advance  Chrifl's  kingdom, 
and  win  fouls  to  him,  as  a  faithful  minifler  ought  to  do ; 
but  rather  of  one  that  hath  bafe  worldly  ends  in  view  ! 
The  language  of  a  paftor,  whom  Chrifl  fends,  is  that 
in  1  Cor.  xii.  14.  "  1  feek  not  yours,  but  you ;"  where- 
as that  of  an  accepter  feems  to  be  the  very  reverfe, 
n  I  feek  not  you,  but  yours." 

S.  It  incrcafeth  the  prejudice  of  many  againft  fuch 
veceptert,  when  they  fee  there  is  no  nccefGry  for  their 
accepting  of  prefentations.  Indeed,  if  there  were  no 
coming  to  a  church  or  flipend  but  by  the  Patron's  right, 
fomething  might  be  faid  to  alleviate  the  crime  :  but  at 
prefent  there  is  no  ncceffity  from  the  law  to  accept  of 
them  ;  nay,  on  the  contrary,  the  law  leaves  an  open 
(door,  by  which  miniflers  and  preachers  may  have  an 
Orderly  gofpel  accefs  both  to  churches  and  benefices* 
Without  having  any  dealing  with  Patrons  at  all,  if  they 
would  but  exercife  a  little  patience  till  fix  months  e- 
lapfe.  Now,  how  can  people  think  charitably  of  thofc 
who  refufe  to  enter  by  the  fafe  go/pel  door %  and  chufc 
rather  to  climb  up  by  the  window  of  presentations  and 
rio'ence  when  they  cannot  but  fee  their  fo  doing  tends 
to  blaft  their  own  miniflry,  and  bring  a  heavy  yoke  on 
3  £  a  their 
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the;r  mother-church,  after  (he  was  in  effeft  freed  of  if 
by  the  tendernefs  of  the  legiflature  in .  1 7 1 9  ?  Now,  fee- 
ing thefe  acceptances  were  unneceflary  and  of  mod  per- 
nicious confequence  to  the  church  and  the  intereft  of 
the  gofpel,  it  cannot  but  be  furpriflng  that  our  General 
Aflemblies  were  at  fo  little  pains  to  difcourage  or  pre- 
vent them |  when  it  might  have  been  eafily  done  at  the 
beginning.  We  find  indeed  that  the  Affembty  1724 
referred  it  to  their  comrmfiion,  to  think  of  an  overture 
thereanent,  and  lay  it  before  the  next  Aflembly;  but  it 
doth  not  appear  that  there  was  any  more  done,  not- 
withftanding  of  repeated  in(lru£tions  from  Prefbyteries 
concerning  the  fame.  We  know  no  reafon  can  be  af- 
figned  for  the  AfTembl/c  indolence  in  this  matter,  but 
their  pufillanimlty,  or  finfulnefs  of  offending  the  go- 
vernment :  but  this  fear  of  man  hath  brought  a  woful 
fnare  upon  the  poor  church.  Several  fynods  indeed 
ihewed  a  v.  illingnefs  to  reftrain  thefe  acceptances  \  but 
Prefentees  knowing  where  to  have  recourfe,  their  adt 
were  foon  disregarded.  At  firft  one  or  two  proba- 
tioners began  to  mint  at  accepting  pre  fen  tat  ions,  bat 
the  outcry  againft  them  was  fo  great,  that  they  foon 
retraced,  and  pad  from  them  aqain.  But  fome  time 
after,  when  Principal  George  Chalmers  adventured  to 
accept  a  pre-fcntation  to  the  church  of  Old-Machiri 
fevt-ral  ycung  men  took  courage  and  followed  his  ex- 
ample •,  and  though  at  firft  they  qualified  their  accep- 
tances with  having  the  peoples  confent,  yet  they  would 
not  retract  them  alter  the  people  (hewed  their  averfioa 
to  them  *,  which  occafioned  many  intrufions  and  violent 
fettlements  through  frvcral  places  of  the  church,  con- 
trary to  our  known  principles.  Thefe  intrufions  came 
gradually  into  the  church,  but  were  not  commonly 
pia&ifed,  nor  countenanced  by  fuperior  courts,  till  af- 
ter the  year  1728.  For  we  find  the  AfTcmbly  J7»J> 
after  a  great  druggie  about  calling  a  minilter  to  Aber- 
deen, appointing,  that  befides  the  voting  of  magiftratcs» 
town- council  and  elders  in  the  call,  the  inclinations  of 
hcr.ds  of  families  (hall  be  confulted  about  it.  Ami  the 
Afiembly  1726  cen lured  the  commiffion  for  proceeding 
to  traiifport  Mr  James  Chalmers  fiorn  Dyke  to  Abcr- 
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without  having  due  regard  to  the  inclinations  of 
•ople  of  that  city,  who  oppofed  his  call.  B«itt  a- 
>ur  Aflemblies  did  not  continue  long  in  fuch  a' 
Stion  ;  for  they  and  their  commiflion  began  foon 
vards  to  p  *.y  more  regard  to  patrons  and  heritors 
mting  of  churches,  though  few  of  thefe  were  hear- 
han  they  did  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people  that 
ded  ordinances.  The  Crown  having  the  patronage 
>ft  of  the  churches  of  Scotland,  this  melancholy 
of  affairs  wa.s  thought  to  be  brought  about  by 
5  court-influence,  and  by  the  a&ivity  of  feveral 
ig  minifters,  who  had  their  dependence  upon  or 
Nations  from  that  airth.  Thefe  began  to  vent 
feives  in  judicatories  againft  the  rights  of  the 
Kan  people,  and  to  affert  that  there  were  no  ftated 

nor ,  direftions  in  Scripture  about  the  calling  of 
lers,  or  who  mould  be  the  ele£fcors.    Some  of 

wrote  pamphlets  againft  the  peoples  rights,  pre- 
qg  to  anfwer  the  Scripture- arguments  for  them  ; 
naintained  that  the  clergy  or  judicatories  were  the 
tr  cleft  ors.  Thefe  were  fufficiently  anfwered  by 
?urrie,  Mr  Hill  and  others j  but  their  opponents 
the  afemdant  in  judicatories,  and  carried  things 

as  they  plcafed. 

:  this  time  the  church  of  Scotland  was  in  a  mod: 
ntable  condition,  and  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty 
ed  to  be  kindled  againft  her,  in  letting  loofe  many 
rfaries  at  once  to  attack  and  deftroy  her :  for  at 
ame  time  we  find  her  many  ways  dreadfully  tolled 
[haken  :  as  by  patronages,  and  intrufions  puihed  on 
te  court  and  great  men ;  By  Independent  fchemes 
conftitutions  of  churches,  zeaioufly  promoted  by 
31afs  and  Mr  Archbald ;  By  Arian  errors  taught 
propagated  by  Profeflbr  Simfon  ;  By  many  gioft 
8  vented  by  others,  both  Prelbytcrian  and  Epffco- 

And  by  legal  fermons  and  moral  harangues  (to 
iegle£fc  of  preaching  Chrift)  introduced  by  many  of 
young  clergy.  All  thefe  evils,  working  and  fer- 
ting  through  the  land  at  once,  occasioned  dreadful 
ks  and  convulfions  in  this  national  church,  likely 
nd  her  in  many  pieces.    Yet,  alas  !  we  were  not 

fenfiblc 


4i  6  Jt  Fair  and  Impartial  Testimony* 

others,  the  paiTage  mould  have  been  rendered,  €t  When 
they  had  by  fuffrages  appointed  to  them  elders  in  every 
church."     So  it  is  in  ^11  old  E^glifh  tranflations,  and  to 
it  was  brought  in  by  our  laft  tnn  floors,  until  the  vcr- 
fion  was  committed  by  king  Jumes  to  fomr  of  the  Eng- 
Jifh  bifh'ps  to  be  reviled,  uho  altered  no  lefs  than  four- 
teen paflages  of  the  New  Teft  menr,  and  this  among 
the  reft,  to  make  them  fpeak  the  language  of  the  church 
of  England  ;  but  r>e  original  language,  being  that  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  :s  *o  be  cur  rule.     The  word  here  is 
not  x*ioPc*cm>  which  fignifir-  the  action  of  miniftersin 
ordaining  y  but  it  is  x"?0™1**  which  is  expreflive  of  the 
peoples  act  in  eh-Aing  of  paftors,  by  lb  etching  or  lift- 
ing up  the  ]  and,  as  was  the  cuftom  :  and  in  this  fenfe 
doth  the  apoftle  make  ufe  of  the  word  Xll^T09Uh  and 
afcribe  it  to  the  people,  2  Cor.  viii.  19. 

4.  The  fpoiling  congregations  of  their  right  of  call- 
ing their  miniiters,  and  inipofing  paftors  upon  tjiem,  it 
not  only  againft  the  example  of  the  apoftles,  but  alfo 
contrary  to  the  commands  of  our  glorious  Head,  to  out 
own  praytrs,  and  to  the  very  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.  Doth 
lict  Chrift  erjoin  us  in  his  word  to  u  glorify  him  in  all 
things,"  to  "  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,"  and  to  "  do 
r.li  things  to  the  edification  of  his  people  !"  to  "  conde- 
scend to  men  of  low  eiiatr,"  and  to  "  be  gentle  towards 
ail  men  ?"  Doth  he  not  forbid  us  to  "  exercife  domi- 
nion over  the  church/1  to  "  fet  at  nought  our  brother, 
and  rule  over  his  people  with  rigour  r"  doth  he  not 
command  j-.11  Chr.ftians  to  gt  judge  of  what  they  hear," 
to  "  try  the  fpiiirr/'  to  "  beware  of  falfe  prophets?" 
Are  not  all  miniders  and  others  bound  to  pray,  that 
u  Gcii's  name  may  te  hallowed,"  that  "  his  kingdom 
may  come,"  and  that  "  the  whole  earth  may  be  filled 
with  his  glory  r"  And  do  not  they  a£l  the  very  reverfc 
of  thtftt  commands  and  prayers,  who  would  in  a  ma* 
gifterial  way  intrude  miniiters  upon  Chriftian  congre- 
gations, and  thereby  Hop  the  fpteading  of  his  goipel, 
the  converfion  of  fouls,  and  the  increafe  of  his  kingdom 
upon  earth  ?  Are  forced  fettlements  agreeable  to  the 
xneekr.efs  and  gentlencfs  of  Chrift  our  Mafter  and  Pat* 
tern  ?    Or  are  they  like  the  mild  difpofition  and  condc* 

fccnfious 
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is  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  who  ufed  the  mod  tender, 
d  condescending  methods  to  advance  the  gofpel 
men,  anch  Iras  willing  to  "  become  all  things 
len  for  their  fpiritual  good  ?*  and,  when  he  faw 
ful  for  the  winning  of  their  foul 6,  he  laid  afide 
lority,  and  fell  to.  entreaties  and  befeechings  with 
Rom.  xii.  i.  2  Cor  v,  20. — x.  1.  Philemon  9. 
Ind  obferve  what  he  fays,  1  Theff.  ii.  7.  ir* 
were  gentle  among  you,  as  a  nurfe  cherifheth 
Idren  :"  And  (faith  he)  "  we  exhorted  you  as  a 
loth  his  children."  Now^  as  a  tender  nurfe  or 
rill  not  impofe  any  upon  weak  children  to  feed 
it  whom  they  have  the  greateft  averfion,  nor  tell 
bat  they  (hall  have  no  food  unlefs  they  take  it 
ch  hands;  fo  neither  ought  judicatories  to  in- 
laftors  upon  diflenting  or  reclaiming  pari  (he  s. 
ray, for  the  fpreading  of  Chrift's  glory  and  king- 
id  therefore  fhould  not  counter  aft  their  prayers, 
manifeftly  do  by  violent  fettlements ;  for  thus 
r  the  foundations  of  (Irong  prejudices  in  peoples 
againft  minifters  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  glorious 
and  frequently  drive  people  quite  away  front 
pel  net,  to  the  grcafincreafe  of  ignorance  and 
lity.  This  courfe  is  dire&ly  againft  the  Bible, 
bids  us  to  give  any  occafion  of  (tumbling  or  pre- 
unto  others,  whereby  their  edification  may  be 
d,  Rom*  xiv.  13;  19.  yi.  Alas!  people  have 
y  ftrong  enough  prejudices  againft  the  gofpel 
«  the  paftor  never  (o  acceptable ;  and  what  a 
It  that  occafion  fhould  be  given  them  to  conceive 
ce  alfo  againft  the  preacher  of  it  ?  feeing  there- 
ftrong  holds  of  Satan  are  rendered  more  im* 
lie.  For  how  can  it  be  expeded  that  a  parifh 
free  of  (tumbling  or  prejudice  againft  a  man 
kes  it  his  bufinefs  to  obtain  a  right  to  their  fti- 
od  will  not  part  with  it  when  they  Ihow  the  ut- 
erfion  to  him,  but  gets  himfelf,  viis  &  tnodis, 
n  upon  them  ?  Will  they  not  be  ready  to  look 
m  as  "  an  earthly  minded  man,  greedy  of  filthy 
that  thrufts  himfelf  into  the  "  prieft's  office  for 
ot  bread,"  that  feeks  the  fleece  more  than  the 
IV.  3  F  flock, 
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flock,  u  and  minds  his  own  things  more  than  the  tftftltt 
of  Jefos  Chrift  rw  L  not  this  the  way  to  bring  both  the 
perfon  and  mini  dry  of  fuch  a  man  into  contempt  among 
the  people,  to  (hut  their  ears  againft  his  admonitions! 
and  render  his  labours  among  them  unfuccefsfb!  ? 
Whereas,  fhould  a  minifter  come  among  a  people  bj 
their  call,  he  has  a  fair  door  opened  to  him  to  proriKrte 
their  falvation  :  they  think  themfelves  bound  to  attend 
liis  rriiniftry,  receive  him  into  their  houfes,  hearken  to 
his  counfels,  and  fubmit  to  his  reproofs ;  and  fo  the 
gofpel  hath  free  courfe  among  that  people* 

5.  Seeing  the  right  of  Chriftians  to  judge  for  them- 
felves in  matters  of  religion  is  undeniably  fecfured  to 
them  both  by  the  light  of  nature  and  of  revelation; 
they  mud  cenfequently  have  an  intereft  in  the  choice 
of  their  teachers.  For  if  a  man  may  judge  for  himfelf 
concerning  the  fchemes  of  doftrine  and  ways  of  fal?a- 
lion  laid  before  him,  and  may  prefer  one  to  another: 
it  mull  follow,  that  he  hath  alfo  a  right  to  judge  who 
is  fitted  to  inftruft  him  according  to  it ;  otherwife  he 
might  fall  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  would  lead  him 
into  fchemes  quite  oppofite  to  what  he  hath  chofen. 
It  is  evident  that  both  Scripture  and  reafon  allow  men 
a  judgment  of  difcretion  about  the  paftors  to  whom 
they  are  to  commit  the  inftrudting,  guiding,  and  edify- 
ing of  their  precious  fouls.  That  text  is  plain  for  it, 
in  1  John  iv.  1.  "  Beloved,  believe  not  every  fpirit,  but 
try  the  fpirits  whether  they  be  of  God :  becaufe  many 
falfe  prophets  arc  gone  out  into  the  world."  Likewife 
that  text,  Mat.  vii.  15.16  "  Beware  of  falfe  prophets, 
which  come  to  you  in  fheeps  clothing,  but  inwardly 
are  ravening  wo'.vcs.  Ye  (hall  know  them  by  their 
fruits."  And  that  in  2  John,  ver.  10.  *€  If  there  come 
•any  to  you,  and  bring  not  this  dodtrine,  receive  him 
not."  From  all  which  texts  it  is  evident,  that  Chriftians 
have  right  to  jud^e  concerning  thofe  who  bring  them 
true  gofpel  dodtrine,  and  whom  they  are  to  receirc, 
and  when)  not.  The  Bereans  are  highly  commended 
for  their  ufu.g  thin  rifht,  Adts  xvii.  11.  And  Chrift 
declares  it  to  be  the  privilege  of  his  people  to  diftinguilh 
the  voice  of  a  ftranger  or  hireling  from  die  voice  of  a 

true 
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fzue  fhepherd,  and  to  flee  from  the  one,  and  follow  the 
p$her,"  John  x,  45. 

6.  Thq  confent  of  parifhes  to  the  fettlement  of  a  mi- 
nine*  i$  re^uiAte  to  conftitute  the  paftorel  relation  be- 
twixt him  and  his  flock,  and  the  obligation  of  mutual 
pieces  and  duties  one  to  another.  It  was  anciently  a 
received  maxim  among  Prefbyterians,  That  the  confent 
Of  d[\e  flock  is  as  ncceffary  to  fix  the  paftoral  relation,  as 
the  confent  of  the  minifter  5  feeing  the  tye  is  mutual 
gnd  reciprocal* 

7.  The  apoftles  example,  in  ordaining  pallors  by  the 
chpjce  and  confent  of  the  people,  was  followed  by  the 
prirnjtive  church  for  many  centuries  after  them,  as  Eu- 
fct>WS  and  others  teftify.  And  the  learned  Turretine, ' 
?9't  3*  queft.  24  Dejure  vocationis,  quotes  many  of  the 
ancient  fathers  and  councils  as  maintaining  the  peoples 
right.  Anil  Mr  Petrie,  in  his  church  hiftory,  p.  63, 65. 
observes,  That  the  church  of  Rome  in  the  7  th  centuiy 
had  not  given  up  with  this  principle  of  Chriftianity. 
tt  hath  been  the  fixed  principle  of  this  church,  and  of 
our  reformers  from  the  very  dawning  of  the  reforma- 
tion, That  congregations  ought  to  have  minifters  fettled 
annong  them  with  their  own  confent.  This  can  be 
made  evident  from  our  books  of  difcipline*  and  many 
a£ls  of  affemblies  *,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  affembly 
*73<>>  aft  14  wherein  they  declare,  *'  That  it  is,  and 
bath  been  fince  the  Reformation,  the  principle  of  this 
church,  that  no  minifter  (hall  be  intruded  into  any  parifh 
contrary  to  the  will  of  the  congregation  5  and  therefore 
they  ferioufly  recommend  to  all  the  judicatories  of  this 
:burch,  to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  faid  principle  in 
planting  vacant  congregations,  as  they  regard  the  glory 
ti  God,  and  the  edification  of  the  body  of  Chrift." 
But  it  is  to  he  regretted,  that  neither  the  ancient  princi- 
ples of  this  church,  nor  the  recommendation  of  Affem- 
bly 1736,  are  much  regarded  in  the  fettlement  of 
phurchfs  at  this  day,  more  than  the  Scriptural  argit- 
mpnts  aforementioned  for  the  peoples  right.  O  how 
great  ground  hath  this  hackfliding  chujeh  to  imitate 
that  farnous  General  Affembly  1596,  who  made  the 
Utfuftin£  of  men  into  congregations  0119  fpecial  caufe 
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-  *f  thdr  keeping  i  day  for  (blemn  fatting  and  fcomilia- 

-  tin  before  die  Lord  I  Likewifc  it  u  to  be  noticed, 
what  they  obferve  of  thefc  intruders,  w  That  they  ma- 

'  flafcft  thereafter,  that  they  were  not  called  of  Cod-11 

0  that  judicatories  would  keep  in  mind  the  spoftle'f 
warning  againft  being  **  partakers  of  ctricr  mens  firs, 

;  fay  laying- band*  faddrnly  upon  them  ;n  and  would  cod* 
filer  now  far  they  may  be  accountable  for  thefe  precious 
folk, .  who  may  petifh  in  an  ignorant  and  Chriftkfs 
Condition,  daring  the  fcatrerings  and  prejudices  of  coo- 
negations  intruded  upon !  Surely  that  test  hath  an 
suanmng  found  to  all  concerned  in  intrusions,  Jer-  xiiii. 
1..1*  u  Wo  be  nnto  the  paftors  that  deftroy  and  fcatter 
die  iheep  of  my  pafturcs,  faith  the  Lord.  Therefore, 
that  (aith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  againft  the  paftott 
'that  feed  my  people,  Ye  have  fcattcred  my  flock,  and 
driven  them  away,  and  hare  not  vhited  them}  behold, 

1  wiU  Tift  upon  you  the  evil  of  your  doings,  faith  the 
'     Lord/     Likewifc  the   34th  chapter  of  Ezckiei  bth 

foirie  Tery  awful  things  relative  to  this  cafe,  O  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  would  carry  them  home  to  tbe.heattf 
of  men,  with  f uch  power  and  efficacy,  that  their  eyes 

■  may  be  opened  in  time ;  fo  that  intrufions,  fcatfoiags, 
and  contempt  of  ChrihVs  flock/  may  not  iffne  in  thette- 
ftrufiion  of  vital  religion,  and  of  this  once  famous  na- 
tional church  \  \ 

This  woful  contempt  and  difregarding  of  thje  iotk 
of  Chrift,  by  intruding  pallors  upon  them,  neglediflg 
their  petitions,  and  otherwife,  could  not  but  be  WJ 
provoking  to  a  holy  God  ;  wherefore  he  was  pleafed  to 
vifit  this  church  with  fevere  awful  rebukes,  and  part* 
.  cularly  with  violent  attacks  upon  her  beautiful  conftte" 
tiotii  running  it  down,  and  promoting  Independent 
fchemes  of  government,  and  fetting  up  new  models  of 
congregational  churches,  with  new  improvement 
This  was  firft  attempted  by  Mr  John  Glafs,  miniftcr  it 
Tealing,  and  Mr  Francis  Archibald,  minifter  of  Guthrie. 
After  a  while's  more  fecret  management,  they  came  at 

\  length  to  vent  their  principles  openly,  and  to  go  about 

{Teaching  them  in  the  ftreets,  fields,  &c.  and  printed 
everal  pamphlets  in  favour  of  their  new  opinions 

h*  "  '..;"••■' '  ** 
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y  found  fault  with  our  Confeflion  of  Faith  and 
mula,  and  refufed  to  fubfcribe  them :  They  main- 
:df  that  there  isx  no  warrant  for  national  churches 
ar  the  NewTeftament,  but  only  for  congregational : 
t  fingle  congregations  are  not  fubjeft  to  any  fupe- 
judicatory,  nor  cenfurable  by  them :  That  they  may 
in  their  own  pa  dors,  and  that  all  the  members 
\  right  to  govern :  That  the  church  of  Ifrael  was  but 
pical  church,  and  their  kings  were  ecclefiaftical 
ers:  That  their  national  covenanting  with  God 
typical,  and  not  to  be  imitated  by  Chriftian  nations: 
t  oar  national  covenanting  was  unwarrantable,  and 
>t  obligatory  on  us :  That  our  martyrs,  who  fuffer- 
w  adhering  to  our  covenants,  were  fo  far  unenlight- 
l :  That  Chriftian  magiltrates  have  no  more  power 
sligious  matters  than  others,  and  ought  not  to  em- 
their  power  to  advance  religion,  to  make  laws  with 
tltics  in  favours  of  it,  nor  to  re  drain  or  punifli  he- 
s  or  falfe  teachers,  nor  to  give  encouragement  to 
I  Chriftians  more  than  other  good  fubje&s :  That 
Chriftian  religion  ought  not  to  be  defended  by  arms : 
t  the  example  of  the  reforming  kings  of  Judah  in 
(hing  idolatry  and  falfe  worfhip,  or  encouraging 
religion,  is  not  to  be  imitated.  Thefe,  and  a  great 
y  other  new  and  ftrange  doctrines,  they  fpread ; 
would  by  no  means  be  reclaimed,  nor  forbear  vent- 
hem.  At  length  the  church  did  procefs  them  both 
heir  lingular  doftrines  and  practices.  It  was  the 
ion  of  many,  that  feeing  they  were  both  very  pious 
,  a&ing  according  to  their  light,  and  had  been  and 
it  be  further  ufeful  in  the  church,  they  fhould  not 
merely  dealt  with,  but  only  brought  under  prohi- 
ns  and  reilraints  ;  and  if  they  could  be  engaged  to 
with  their  own  congregations,  and  no  more  to 
id  their  new  opinions,  they  might  be  connived  at. 
wife,  many  had  greater  fympathy  with  Mr  Arch- 
than  with  the  other,  in  regard  he  was  led  off  by 
in  his  llmplicity  to  thefe  new  things,  neither  did  he 
himfelf  fo  againlt  our  covenants  as  he  did :  bur, 
g  none  of  them  would  promife  to  forbear,  they 
both  fufpended  j  and,  upon  their  contemning  the 
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church's  fentencc,  they  were  afterward  depofed.    Yet 

the  church  (howed  tvuzh  regard  to  them  both;  for, 
fometime  after,  fhey  took  off  the  femences*  and  repon- 
ed  them  both  to  the  miniitry  in  general,  rhou^h  not  to 
their  i hurt hes*  They  did  all  they  c^uld  to  i hake  the 
eitablifbed  church  government,  by  fetting  up  lndepend* 
cut  churches  in  federal  places  of  the  land,  and  ordain- 
ing  federal  mechanics  and  illiterate  perfons  to  be  their 
mimflers  :  and  they  preached  and  wrote  for  Indepen* 
dency  :  but  iheir  pamphlets  are  confuted,  the  Dime 
right  of  Pnfbytery  diablifhed*  and  the  abfurdlties  cf 
the  Independent  fcheme  laid  open,  by  Mr  Aytonein 
his  Original  Conftnutton  of  the  Chriftian  church,  and 
by  feveral  others:  fo  that  we  need  add  no  more  to  what 
is  already  written,  but  our  approbation  thereof. 

At  the  very  fame  time  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to.  wifit 
this  church  with  a  far  more  terrible  rebuke,  by  per- 
mitting Proftffor  Simfon  to  vent  Arian  errors  among 
hii  {iudenta  at  G  lafgow,  .for  which  a  procefe  was  coitt* 
menced  againft  him  by  the  Pnibytery  of  Glafgow;  and 
after  fame  time  it  came  to  the  Aifembly,  and  continued 
before  them,  Afiemblies  1727,  171.8,  and  1729-  Ajid 
though  the  procefs  was  drawn  out  to  a  great  length,  frf 
the  extraordinary  methods  he  took  to  defend  himfclf; 
yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  all  the  three  foieftid 
Aflemblies  manifefted  their  zeal  and  concern  for  the 
orthodox  faith  again  {I  any  thing  that  tended  to  A  ma- 
il m,  as  appears  from  the  procefs  in  print.  At  length 
the  Affembly  found  it  proven,  that  Mr  Simfon  had 
denied  the  necefiary  exigence  of  our  Lord  J-fus  Chnft, 
znd  the  numerical  oneuefs  of  the  three  perfons  of  tfic 
Trinity  in  fubftance  or  effence ;  and  had  uttered  (cWffl 
other  words  derogatory  to  the  Supreme  Deity  pf  ftp 
Lord  Jefus  Chriil.  Notwithstanding  the  Profeffor p 
refufed  that  he  taught  thefe  opinions,  .as  he  calls  thetf> 
(the  Affembly  in  their  aft  calls  them  grofr  errors)  and 
laid,  they  were  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  his  niind; 
and,  if  he  uttered  fuch  words,  they,  mult  hie  only  a  flip 
of  his  tongue.  He  likewife  came  to  give  it  ier  his 
hand,  that  he  disclaimed  and  renounced  all  thefe  er- 
roneous espreffions,  and  made  an  orthodox  con£?ffifl» 
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til  Kis  faith  concerning  the  glorious  Trinity  and  the 
fupfcmc  Deity  of  our  Lord  Jefas  Chri'ly  both  before 
the  Aff  I7»4  and  1729.  And  whereas  he  had  fud 
that  Chrtflus  eft  fummus  Deus%  is  to  be  taken  cum  grand 
Jhlis  £  and  that  fummus  Deus  and  the  only  true  Gnd, 
may  be  underftood  in  a  fenfe  as  including  the  Fathers 
pfcrtohal  property,  and  fo  not  applicable  to  the  Son; 
lit  declared  he  was  exceeding  forry  for  giving  arty  6f- 
fehce  by  fuch  ways  of  (peaking,  arid  faid,  that  fummus 
Detk,  and  the  only  true  God,  are  equally  applicable  to 
flie  Father  and  the  Son,  and  not  in  any  lower  fenfe  tfr 
die  Son  than  to  the  Father ;  and  that  he  adhered  to  the 
truth  of  Chrift's  neceffary  exiftence,  and  the  numerical 
Cmettefs  in  eflknee  of  the  bleffed  Trinity.  But  not- 
withftanding  of  fill  thefe  renunciations  and  declarations 
(which  came  fo  very  late)  many  in  the  Affembly  de- 
clared that  he  deferved  deposition,  becaufe  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  procefs  he  refufed  to  anfwer  queftions 
for  clearing  himfeif,  and  had  negle£ted  many  opportu- 
nities for  two  years  time  of  fatisfa&ion  to  the  judicato- 
ries as  to  the  foundnefs  of  his  faith  concerning  thefe 
important  articles,  when  called  upon  to  do  it.  But  the 
Affembly  1728,  beoaufe  &f  his  confeffions  and  orthodox 
declarations,  and  for  other  confederations,  proceeded  no 
further  than  to  fufpend  htm  from  preaching  and  teach- 
ing, and  all  exercife  of  any  ecclefiaftical  power  or 
funftion  ;  and  delayed  the  finiihing  of  the  procefs  till 
next  Affembly,  that  they  might  know  the  mind  of  Pref- 
byterles  concerning  him. 

When  the  Affembly  1729  met,  he  made  a  long 
moving  fpeech  before  them,  declaring  his  orthodoxy; 
which  was  printed.  The  Affembly  finifhed  the  affair, 
by  confirming  the  fentence  of  fufpenfion  formerly  paft, 
Smd  giving  it  as  their  judgment,  "  That  it  is  not  fit 
nor  fafe  that  he  be  further  employed  in  teaching  divi- 
nity, and  inftructing  of  youth  defigned  for  the  holy 
miriiftry."  The  generality  of  Prefbyteries,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  his  confeffions  and  declarations,  had  fent  up 
tp  this  Affembly  their  inftru&ions  for  his  depofition, 
with  which  they  ought  to  have  complied  ;  efpecially 
fteing  by  a  former  procefs  in  the  year  1717,  he  had 
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been : found  teaching  Arminian  doclrinc,  which  the  At 
forftbly  diic^iargcd  him  to  da  for  the  future  e  and  yd, 
contrary  to  that  prohibition,  it  was  found  pro? en  by  % 
committee  of  Afiembly,  that  he  perfifttd  to  teach  the 
fote(aid  dofirine.  This  the  Affrmbly  knew  very  wellj 
and  might  have  called  for  that  other  procefs*  Some 
alleged,  it  would  be  better  to  keep  it  aver  his  head  un- 
dHcufled,  t|>  prevent  after  defigns  of  reponing  him  to 
teach*  And  fone  bid,  it  would  be  fafer  for  truth  to 
bind  Up  hifl  pen  b y  a  fu  fpenfjon,  and  by  keeping  him 
linger  it,  tftan  by  j  dtpoGlion  to  provoke  a  man  of  his 
learning  to  rnake  open  attacks  upon  the  tnoft  important 
troths  of  our  holy  religion.  And  it  muft  be  owned, 
tbat  be  replied  nothing  to  all  that  was  written  againft 
him*  but  continued  filent  under  the  fufaenfiort  for  manj 
jenfe  until  the  day  of  his  death,  without  any  motion 
or  mint  by  any  to  get  it  taken  off*  It  is  defireable  alfo 
'  to  find  the  AflVmbly,  in  their  laft  a&  concerning  him, 
«  cxpreffing  u  their  thankfuhiefs  to  God,  for  di reeling 
all  the  judicatories  of  this  church,  which  had  this  pro- 
cefs  under  thetr  confiderauon  (which  includes  all  the 
Prtfbyteries  thereof)  fo  happily,  that  there  hath  not 
appeared  the  leaft  difference  of  fentiment  \  but,  on  the 
contrary,  thtre  hath  been  the  mod  perfect  and  unani- 
mous agreement  among  them,  as  to  the  do&rine  of  the 
"  glorious  Trinity,  and  the  proper  fupreme  Deity  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  according  as  the  £une 
is  revealed  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  contained  in  out 
Confeffion  of  Faith  and  Catechifms."  It  was  much, 
feared  that  the  feeds  of  Arianifm  were  fown  in*tJ»i 
church  by  Profeflor  Simfon  and  others :  wherefore  mere 
were  many  excellent  books  written  at  this  time  againft 
Arianifm  and  Socinianifm,  and  in  defence  of  the  fore* 
faid  do£trine  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  and  the  proper 
fupreme  Deity  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  and,  being  b 
well  written,  we  heed  add  nothing,  but  join  our  tefti- 
mony  therewith,  and  pray  that  Arianifm  may  nevermore 
fet  up  its  head  in  this  land.  Amen* 
-  Although  God  was  thus  vifibly  contending  with  the 
judicatories  of  this  church,  for  their  disregarding  bis 
ilock  and  remnant  in  the  land  $  yet  it  is  matter  of  deep 
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regret,  that,  inftead  of  reforming,  they  proceeded  to 
greater  heights  in  their  arbitrary  decifions  relating  to 
them:  for  in  the  years  1729,  1730,  1731,  and  after- 
wards, we  find  the  complaints  of  worthy  minifters,  elf 
ders,  and  bodies  of  Chnftian  people,  concerning  intru* 
fions  upon  congregations  greatly  increafed  ;  which  ocr 
cafioned  many  remoriftrances,  diflents,  and  proteftations 
in  the  Affemblies,  ccmmiflions,  and  inferior  judicato- 
ries. In  the  Affembly  1730,  when  the  ftream  of  vicr 
lence  began  to  run  very  high,  many  entered  their  dif" 
fents  againft  the  fettlements  of  Sutton  and  Old  Machirt 
but  were  denied  liberty  to  record  them ;  which  made 
a  great  noife,  and  increafed  the  ferment  among  the 
people ;  but,  inftead  of  yielding  or  doing  any  thing  to 
quiet  them,  that  Aifembly  did  fumrnarily  make  an  aft, 
difchargtng  the  recording  (as  ufual)  of  reafons  of  dif- 
feht  againft  the  determination  of  church  judicatories  % 
without,  remitting  the  affair  to  prefbyterie*  to  know 
their  mind  about  it,  according  to  former  afts  of  Affem- 
bly.  There  were  feveral  remonfttances  and  petitions! 
prefented  by  numbers  of  people  to  the  fynods  of  Merfe 
and  Lothian,  'but  not  regarded.  *  Likewife  they  gave  ia 
a  paper,  figned  and  adhered  to  by  great  numbers,  to 
Affembly  1731,  complaining  of  violent  fettlements  % 
but  got  no  hearing.  All  which  proceedings  did  awaken 
many  honeftand  zealous*  minifters  to  correfpond  and 
meet  for  drawing  up  a  representation  and  petition  to 
the  Affembly  1732,  concerning  thcintrufions  and  othe* 
grievances  ;  which  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  figned, 
and  adhered  to  by  42  minifters  and  three  elders ;  where- 
in they  expreffed  not  only;theirow«fenfeof  thefe  evilsj 
'but  alfo  the  fenfe  of  many  others  through  the  church; 
who  had  not  accefs  to  (ign  the  faid  paper.  And  feeing 
we  think  ourlelves  called  to  adhere  to  die  hoheft  telti- 
rnony  given  therein  againft  many  of  the  evils  of  the  pre- 
fent  time,  we  lhall,  as  an  evidence  of  our  approbation" 
and  adherence,  briefly  infert  the  c&ntents  of  it  in  this 
our  teftimony. 

In  their  petition  offered  to  the  Affembly  1732,  they 
humbly  move  that  the  Affembly  (hould  addrefs  the  king 
and  Parliament  concerning  feveral  grievances  of  this 
fc   Vol.  IV.  x  3  G  church, 
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church,  which  they  only  can  rtfdreft,  fuoh  as  the  im- 

gjfing  of  the  facrarrental  teft,  and  conformity  to  the 
ngliih  liturgy  and  ceremonies,  upon  the  members  of 
this  church,  when  ferving  the  king  in  England  ami 
Ireland  :  The  toleration  eftabliihed  in  Scotland,  where- 
by error,  fuperftiuon  and  profanene  f«  are  greatly  en- 
couraged, and  church  discipline  weakened :  The  eftab- 
lifliing  of  patronages,  fubverfive  of  the  right  of  coflgrfe 
gations  to  chufe  their  own  paftors  :  The  not  receiving 
addrefles  from  this  church  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  be- 
caufc  not  dircfted  to  the  Lords  Spiritual:  Tie  intro- 
ducing  from  England  into  fome  courts  in  Scotland  a 
form  of  fwearirg,  by  laying  the  hands  upon  and  luffing 
the  gofpels.  Alfo  trV  y  r^prefent,  that,  notwithftanding 
it  ;s  the  undeniable  right  of  Chridian  congregations  to 
have  the  free  choke  oi  their  own  paftors,  and  their  call 
and  confent  is  necefiary  to  found  the  paftoral  relation 
betwixt  minifters  and  them,  according  to  the  word  of 
God,  our  hot  k  of  difcipline,  ads  of  the  General  At 
fembly,  and  the  concurring  fuffrages  and  unanfwerable 
arguments  of  the  mod  eminent  divines  both  at  home 
and  abroad  \  yet  many  minifters  have  been  impofed  and 
forced  upon  Chriftian  congregations,  when  diffenting 
and  reclaiming,  and  that  efpecially  by  fentences  of  the 
com  mi  (Ron  for  fevcral  years  pad  ;  and  not  only  where 
prefentations  were  infifted  upon,  but  aifo  where  there 
was  none,  but  the  right  tailen  into  the  prefbyterys 
hands.  And  the  com midion  have  appointed  commit* 
tees  to  try  and  ordain  minifters  for  Vacant  congTega* 
tions,  not  only  without  the  concurrence  of  preibyteries 
and  fynods  concerned,  who  have  beft  right,  and  are  fit- 
ted to  judge  therein,  hut  in  direft  oppofition  to  their 
minds  *,  and  calls  have  been  received,  not  moderated  in 
prefbyteriet,  but  attefted  only  by  public  notaries.  Like* 
wile  the  com  million  have  repealed  feverai  fentences  of 
fynods,  when  they  had  but  a  fcrimp  quorum  of  mini* 
iters,  much  infeiior  in  number  to  thole  who  pad  them- 
and  of  late  years,  efpecially  in  the  years  1729,  i73°> 
and  1731,  there  were  nv  '.>  funernumerary  elders 
named  to  be  members  oi  cciiirniffiono,  beyond  the  pro- 
portion allowed  by  a&s  of  Affcmbly,  many  whereof 
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refide  at  Edinburgh,  and  are  brought  in  to  vote  upon 
dccafions ;  and  there  is  ground  t  >  queftion  if  they  be 
qualifisd  according  to  a£ta  of  Afle<nbly.     Wherefore, 
for  remedying  and  preventing   fuch   intrufions,  they 
humbly  move,    That  the  Affembly  (hould  repeal   the 
eoomiiffion's  fenten»es  appointing  them,  fuch  as  may 
come  regularly  before   them ;  and  difcharge  in  time 
coming  all  fetrlements  without  the  confent  of  elders  an4 
Chrifttan  people ;  and  eni£t,  that  no  call  or  fubfcrip- 
tions  for  minhVrs  be  fuftained  but  fuch  as  are  attefted 
hf  order  of  prefbyreriefi,  or  verified  before  them  or  thei* 
dommittees ;  and,  if  the  commifliort  (hall  in  time  com* 
hig  appoint  committees  to  try  or  ordain  minifters  with- 
out confent  of  th?  congregation  and  prefbyteries  imme- 
diately concerned,  that  the  faid   committees   (hall   be 
difcharged  to  proceed,   until  the  Aflemoy  give  tfyeir 
judgment,  in  cafe  the  ca  fes  are  Gfted  before  the  AC- 
fernbly  by  complaint  or  proteftation  :  and  tlvat  appeals 
from  fentences  of  fynods  be  not  referred  in  time  coming 
to  the  determination  of  the  commi(!ioh,  but  referved 
for  the  Aflembly's  decifion  ;   unleis  it  be  provided  that 
the  Sederunt  of  the  commiilion  judging  therein  be  fu- 
Bernumerary  to  the  fynod  in  m  in  Iters  as  well  as  elders ; 
it  being  difagreeable  to  our  principles,  that  a  greater 
number  of  minifters  ihould  be  fubjreted  to  the  autho- 
rity of  a  leffer ;  and  that  the  com  million  be  better  re- 
gulated both  as  to  the  nu<nber  an  1   qualifications  of 
elders  therein  tn;m  at   pr  Tent  *  and  that  the  Aflembly 
enact,  at  appointing  of  thnr  cornmiflLn,  that  'f  .my  of 
.their  actings  lhali  oe  fount  contrary  to  the  acts,  con- 
ftitutions,    and  known  principles  of   thi?  church,  that 
they  liull  not  only  be  c^nfured  for  the  fame,  bat  their 
faid  acts  thall  aifo  be  reverfed  ;  and,  if  any  pro  testation 
or  compiaint  be  entered  againlt  their  fentences,  it  lhali 
be  fu/ficient  co  Hit  all  parties  concerned  before  the  Ge- 
neral Aflembly.     Aifo  they   plead,  rhat  the   .\ff.*mb  v 
may  repeal  the  7th  act  of   Aflembly  ^730,  difeftargi:-.-* 
the  recording  rcafon*  of  dflln  ,  at>  bcuig  paft  irregui1* 
ly,    without  conluiting   prdtbyteri^s,  ana    winch    if-ffi 
pVove  a  very  heavy  grievance  to  many,  if  It  ftan«'  .-.* 
force. 
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They  complain  likewife,  that  fome  judicatories,  who 
have  teftified  their  juft  difpleafure  againft  minifters  and 
probationers,  for  their  unworthy  and  offenfive  pra&ice 
in  accepting  prcfentations  contrary  to  our  known  prin- 
ciples, have  been  condemned  by  tne  com  million  for  it: 
And  therefore  defire  the  Affembly  may  give  an  effec- 
tual check  to  fuch  dangerous  pra&ices,  and  that  none 
be  licenfed  or  ordained  that  favour  this  courfe.  Aifo 
they  complain  of  feveral  innovations  in  the  method  and 
{train  of  preaching  introduced  of  late  by  fome  preach- 
ers and  young  minifters,  which  are  very  offenfive.  to 
many  of  God's  people,  and  an  obftru&ion  to  fpiritual 
edification.  And,  though  fome  former  Affemblies  have 
referred  it  to  their  commiflions  to  bring  in  an  overture 
thereanent,  nothing  is  yet  done ;  therefore  they  hum- 
bly move  that  the  Affembly  may  provide  an  antidote 
againft  thefe  evils.  They  alfo  defire  the  AfTemWy  to 
emit  a  folemn  warning  againft  Profeffor  Simfon's  er- 
rors, and  others  which  are  fpread  through  the  land,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  infeftion  of  them. 

As  to  the  aft  of  Affembly  1732,  concerning  the  me- 
thod of  planting  vacant  churches  (which  was  then  but 
an  overture)  they  (hew  their  diflifce  to  it,  as  it  gives 
much  power  to  Jacobite  and  difaffe&ed  heritors  in  the 
fettling  of  parifhes,  which  is  not  agreeable  to  the  Scrip- 
tures and  our  known  principles  :  but  (fay  they)  it  can- 
not be  turned  to  a  (landing  a£r,  unlefs  the  generality  of 
pre(byteries  confent  to  it,  which  they  hope  is  not  to  be 
expected  in  this  cafe. 

Now,  though  the  evils  above  complained  of  were 
manifefi  grievances,  and  the  brethrens  reprefentation 
concerning  them  was  drawn  up  in  a  humble  and  mo- 
deft  drain,  and  figned  by  42  worthy  minifters,  and  fe- 
yerals  of  them  old  reverend  father?,  and  was  prefentcd 
in  a  dutiful  manner  according  to  order  *,  yet  it  is  to  be 
regreted  that  it  was  not  allowed  fo  much  as  a  hearing 
by  the  Affembly  ;  which  obliged  the  petitioners  to  pro* 
teft,  and  publilh  their  paper  to  the  world.  Likewile 
there  was  a  petition  of  the  fame  nature  from  many 
hundreds  of  elders  and  Chriilian  people  given  in  to  that 
Affembly,  which  had  the  fame  fate.  This  ftrange  con- 
duct 
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du€t  of  that  and  preceding  Affemblies  towards  many 
godly  minifters  and  people,  did  exceedingly  ftumble 
many,  leflen  the  regard  which  was  wont  to  be  paid  to 
General  Affemblies,  ancrpave  the  way  to  the  fchifm 
which  foon  followed  upon  it.  Yet  the  Aff.  1732  did 
not  ftop  here,  but  proceeded  *o  turn  the  overture  anent 
planting  of  churches  into  a  (landing  aft,  though  evi- 
dently difagreeable  to  the  mind  of  prefbyteries,  and  the 
general  opinion  of  the  church :  which  increafed  the 
ferment  through  the  land  to  a  higher  pitch  than  ever. 
Alas  !  this  was  not  like  the  conduct  of  our  old  fuffer- 
ing  fathers,  who  dreaded  a  fchifm  in  the  church  like 
fire,  and  were  careful  to  prevent  and  crufh  it  at  the 
firft  appearance.  But  when  God  hath  a  controverfy 
with  a  church  or  people,  and  defigns  to  bring  a  ftroke 
upon,  them,  he  ordinarily  leaves  their  leaders  to  infatu- 
ate meafures,  fo  as  they  have  neither  (kill  nor  will  to 
take  any  wife  ftep  to  ward  off  the  blow. 

That  a&  of  the  Aff.  1732  did  greatly  inflame  this 
poor  church  for  two  three  years  :  but  feeing  at  that 
time  unanfwerable  arguments  were  brought  ag^inft  it 
hi  feveral  pamphlets  and  fermons  then  publifhed,  to 
which  we  adhere,  and  feeing  likewife  it  was  repealed 
by  a  fubfequent  Affembly,  as  contrary  to  the  mind  and 
rules  of  this  church,  and  prejudicial  to  it ;  we  fhall  not 
"  ifift  much  upon  the  evil  of  it.  Only  in  regard 
many  diffiti-fied  with  the  repealing  of  it,  and 
was  the  fame  with  the  a£t  of  Parliament 
1690,  fo^f  which  the  church  had  great  regard  for  many 
years,  we^all  (hew  the  manifeft  difference  that  is  be- 
twixt thenr,  both  in  the  words,  and  the  fenfe  which 
was  put  upon  them.  The  a£t  1690  runs  thus;  "That 
in  cafe  of  the  vacancy  of  any  particular  church,  and  for 
fupplying  the  fame  with  a  minifter,  the  heritors  of  the 
faid  parilh  (being  Proteftants)  and  the  elders,  are  to 
name  and  propofe  the  perfon  to  the  whole  congrega- 
tion, to  be  either  approven  or  difapproven  by  them ; 
and)  if  they  difapprove,  that  the  difapprovers  give  their 
reafon,  to  the  effect  the  affair  may  be  cognofced  upon 
by  the  Prefbytery  of  the  bounds,  at  whofe  judg- 
ment) ami  by  whole  determination,  the  calling  and  en- 
try 
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try  of  a  particular  minifter  is  to  be  ordered  and  ton- 
eluded."   The  aft  1732  being  notour,  we  (hall  not  t& 
fume  the  words, but  obferve  the  difference  in  thefe  things ; 
i.    The  acl   1690  is  by  a  civil  court,  the  aft  1732  by 
an  Ccclefiaftical  *,  and  tnough  it  might  be  expefted  that' 
the  latter  would  in  their  ads  keep  clofer  by  the  rale  of 
the  word  than  the  former,  yet  the  aft  1732  is  more 
diftant  from  that  rule  than  the  aft  1690,  in  regard  the' 
aft  1732  tends  more  to  fpoil  congregations  of  their 
right*,  and  countenance  intruGons  upon  them,  than  tbe 
aft  1690  doth.     2.  By  the  aft  1690,  the  heritors  ami 
elders  are  only  empowered  to  name  and  propofe  a  per- 
fon  to  the  whole  congregation  ;  but,   by  the  aft  1732, 
they  are  impowered  to  ele6t  and  call  one  to  be  minuter 
of  the  parifn.     3.  According  to  aft  1690,  the  ele&ioa 
was  not  to  be  held  as  finiftied  until  the  man  was  pn> 
pofed  to  the  congregation,  and  their  approbation  had} 
and,  if  they  difap proved,  the  affair  was  to  flop  as  ua- 
finithed  until  the  prefbytery  give  their  judgement  whe- 
ther to  proceed  further  in  it  or  not :  but  the  aft  173a 
holds  tbe  eleftion  as  finifhed  by  the  votes  of  the  heriiofi 
and  elders,  and  the  man  to  be  legally  elefted  and  called 
to  be  minifter  of  the  parifh,  before  the  confent  of  the 
people  be  aflced.     4.    By  the  aft   1690,  ;ind  another 
foon  paft  after,  to  explain  it,  all   unqualified  or  difc 
affefted  heritors  were  excluded  from  voting ;  but,  by 
aft  1732,  all  heritors   w;  atfomever,  whether  hearers 
or  not,  were  alio  •  ed  to  vote,  if  they  were  not  profefled 
Papifts :  fo  that,  in  many  parifhes  where  the  difaffcclrd 
heritors  were   fupernumerary  to  the  other,  tl.cy  had 
power  to  thrufl  in  a  mi  miter  upon  a  well  uffe&ed  con* 
gregation.     5.  For  what  appears  from    the     vords  of 
the  a&  i6go,  the  heritors  and  elders  might  have  «!&d 
as  diflinft  bodies  in  th-v  nomination,  and  the  one  might 
h^ve  had  a  negative  upon  the  other  therein,  and  ft1  the 
heritors  nomination  v-.u!d  not   be  valid  withou'  the 
concurrence  cf  the  body    f  elders  ;  for  by  the  a&  'he 
man  was  to  b?  narr^a  r    tlv-  eidtrs  as  well  as  by  rbe 
heritors !  but,  by  a£l  1732,  it  was  exprefrly  provided  that 
the  h-rit'-rs  aiV  1  ./en.  fhould  ne&  in  a  conjunct  Vjdjf ) 
fo  that,  ^onfidering  the  fuperior  number  and  influence 
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of*  heritors  in  moft:  places,  rnirnfters  might  be  chofeii 
where  the  clderlhin  and  whole  body  of  the  congregation 
reclaimed,  as  frequently  has  happened.  6.  The  aft  1690 
and  the  aft  1732  differed  prodigiouily  as  to  the  fenfe  and 
meaning  put  upon  the  words  thereof.  The  execution 
of  the  a£k  1690  being  intruded  to  preibyteries,  the  fenfe 
they- then  put  upon  the  approbation  of  the  congregation, 
and  the  Reafons  of  the  difapprovers,  was  far  from  the 
late  fenfe  put  upon  them :  by  their  approbation  the 
church  then  underftood  their  judgment  concerning  the 
candidate's  gifts  of  preaching  and  prayer,  that  they  jud- 
ged them  fttitable  to  their  capacities,  and  adapted  to 
their  edification ;  and  if  the  body  of  the  congregation 
disapproved  the  man  nominate,  and  gave  for  their  rea- 
fons, that  his  gifts  were  not  edifying  to  them,  nor  fait- 
cd  to  their  capacities,  and  that  they  could  not  in  con- 
Cckuice  confelit  to  his  being  their  minifler:  fuch  reafons, 
given  by  a  knowing  well  difpofed  people,  were  then 
judged  fufficient  to  flop  the  affair,  lay  aiide  competing 
candidates,  and  to  proceed  to  a  new  election.  But,  by 
the  fenfe  put  upon  the  a  fit  17  s2,  no  reafons  or  objec- 
tions could  be  received  but  again  ft  the  man's  life  or 
do£hine  ;  and,  if  the  people  did  not  prove  error  or  im- 
morality againft  him  by  witneffes,  they  muft  receive 
him  as  their  paftor :  fo  that  by  this  fenfe  the  people 
had  no  more  intereft  or  concern  in  the  fettlement  of 
their  paftor,  than  thefe  of  any  other  congregation; 
which  is  moft  abfurd,  and  d iff: rent  from  the  fenfe  of 
the  ac^  1690. 

Our  noble  patriots  at  the  Revolution,  being  fenfible  of 
the  violent  intrusions  which  had  been  made  upon  pa- 
fifties  under  Prelacy  and  Patronage,  they  did  in  the  year 
1690  rcftore  Prefbytcrian  government,  aboliih  patron- 
ages, and  put  the  people's  lights  under  the  guardian  (hip 
of  prefbyteries,  who  then  took  fpecial  care  of  them,  ac- 
cording to  our  known  principles  >  fo  that  their  fet de- 
ments gave  general  fatisfa£hoi.  Our  judicatories  then 
underftood  the  a£t  1690  as  defigned  co  deliver  pariihes 
from  the  intrunons  made  upon  them  under  patronages, 
and  to  reftore  them  to  their  primitive  liberty,  according 
to  the  wrd  of  God.    This  is  evident  from  the  Affem- 

bly 
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bly  171 2  their  approving  the  comiifion's  addrefs  to  the 
queen  againit  patronages,  in  which  are  thefe  words: 
u  Whereby  your  n-:.jefty  may  plainly  perceive  the  aft 
1690  abolilhing  patronages  rr  uft  be  understood  to  be  af 
part  of  our  Pr«  ibyrerian  conitnution,  fecured  to  us  by 
the  treaty  of  Union  for  ever ;  and  that  the  Parliament 
4690  was  fincerely  defirous  only  to  re  (lore  the  church 
to  its  jult  and  primitive  liberty  in  calling  minifters  in  a 
way  agreeable  to  t:ie  word  of  God.*'  That  this  was 
the  fenfe  put  upon  ihe  act  1690,  appears  atfo  from  the 
form  01  calls  then  constantly  m.-ide  uie  of  by  the  church, 
,  which  is  printed  in  our  1  .rgrr  overrures,  and  runs  thus: 
u  We  the  heritors  and  elders  of  the  parilh  of 
have  agreed,  with  the  advice  and  content  of  the  parifli- 
ioners,  to  invite,  call,"  &c  No  call  could  then  be  re- 
ceived without  th«t  claufe*  *•  of  the  cotifent  01  the  pa- 
riihioners."  No  doubt  the  words  of  the  act  1690  might 
have  been  perverted  to  the  peoples  hurt  in  fome  hands; 
but  the  church  being  allowed  to  explain  and  execute 
that  aft  agreeably  to  their  own  principles,  as  they  then 
did,  the  people  continued  eafy  under  it,  as  finding  their 
rights  fate,  their  cenknt  always  necefl'ary,  and  no  intru- 
fions  made  upon  them.  This  confent  of  the  people,  in 
fcttlements,  had  been  judged  neceffary  by  this  church 
111  all  periods  fincc  the  reformation. 

Object.  Thefe  who  favour  intruiions,  obje£r,  "  That 
by  aet  of  Aflembly  1649,  fettlements  might  fometimes 
be  made  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  the  majority  of 
the  people,  if  their  diilent  arofe  from  caufelefs  preju- 
dices  ;  and  confequently  that  mimiters  might  be  fettled 
againit  the  mind  of  congregations,  in  cafe  they  had  no»' 
thing  to  object  againit  truir  life  and  do&riiie." 

Anf.  We  mult  certainly  underitand  and  explain  thi 
adt  1649,  by  the  known  principles  and  practice  of  the 
church  at  that  time,  and  uy  the  2d  book  of  Difcipline> 
which  the  Aflembly  1649,  aIlc*  tnc  whole  church,  had 
feveral  times  (worn  to  in  the  national  covenant.  In 
that  2d  book,  our  church  doth  three  or  four  time.'  de» 
clare  for  the  confent  of  the  congregation  as  nectfliry 
in  fettling  of  miniiters,  as  alio  againit  intruding  any 
man  upon  them  contrary  to  their  will  5  and  do(h  affirm 

that 
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that  this  order  of  fettlement  is  according  to  the  word 
of  God,  and  the  practice  of  the  apoftolical  and  primi- 
tive kirk.      And  that  famous  Aflembly  1638,  which  a- 
bolifhed  Prelacy  and  reftored  Prefbytery,  did  explain 
the  national  covenant  as  binding  us  to  maintain  the  id 
book  of  Difcipline,  December  8th.      Likewife  the  Af- 
fembly  did,  within  ten  days  after,  exprefsly  renew  their 
declaration  for  the  peoples  rights,  by  their  aft  Decem- 
ber  1 8th,  viz.  "  That  no  perfon  be  intruded  in  any 
office  of  the  kirk,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  which  they  are  appointed."     And  that  the  Prek 
byterians  of  that  period  were  of  the  fame  mind,  appears 
from  the  8th  act  of  Parliament  1640,  by  which  they 
xeftored  to  prefbyteries  the  patronages  of  thofe  parifhes 
which  the  bifliops  had  poffeffed,  but  with  this  falvo  of 
the  intereft  of  the  pariihes,  "  That  they  be  fettled  upon 
the  fuit  and  calling  of  the  congregations,"  according  to 
the  a&s  and  pra£tice  of  this  church.      And  from  the 
Aflembly  1642  their  aft,  Auguft  3d,  for  making  lifts 
of  probationers  for  patrons  to  chufe  upon ;    they  ap- 
pointed, that  "  Prefbyteries,  with  the  confent  of  the 
mod  or  belt  part  of  the  congregation  concerned,  (halt 
make  up  the  lift  of  fix  willing  to  accept."     And  by  the 
dire&ory  for  the  ordination  of  minifters,  agreed  upon 
by  the  Aflembly  at  Weftminfter,  and  appro ven  by  the 
General  Aflembly  1645,  tne  candidate  is  appointed  to 
preach1  three  feveral  days,  and  to  converfe  with  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  is  to  ferve,  for  the  end  that  they 
may  have  trial  of  his  gifts  for  their  edification \  and 
afterwards  they  were  to  fignify  their  confent  to  the 
Prelbytery  as  they  found  caufe.     From  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  church- judicatories  then  allowed  the  people 
to  judge  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  candidate's  gifts  for 
their  edification,  and  held  their  confent  neceffary  to  his 
ordination.      And  that  the  Aflembly  1649  were  of  the 
fame  mind,  is  plain  from  their  fwearing  to  the  2d  book 
of  Pifcipline,  which  declares  fo  ftrongly  for  the  con- 
fent of  congregations  in  fettlements,  which  furely  they 
would  be  careful  not  to  contradift  by  their  a£t.      They 
indeed  lodged  the  election  in  the  hands  of  the  feffion ; 
Vol.  IV.  3  H  but 


but  at  the  fame  time  appointed  them  to  ufe  all  poffiHe 
tendemefs  for  obtaining  harmony  in  the  congregation, 
and  to  proceed  to  a  new  ele&ion,  in  cafe  the  major  part 
of  the  congregation  diffen ted  from  their  choice,  if  their 
difTent  was  not  grounded  on  caufelefs  prejudices*    NiqW 
thefe  elders,  who  were  the  electors,  being  the  reprcfen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  and  the  moft  eminent  in  the  parjft. 
for  piety  and  knowledge,   would  doubtlefs  previoufiy 
confult  the  inclinations  of  the  better  fort,  particularly 
the  communicants,  who  are  property  the  members  of 
the  congregation ;    and,  if  they  found  that  the  moft 
knowing  and  religious  part  of  the  congregation  was  for 
the  fettlement,  they  might  reckon  that  the  caufelefs  pre- 
judices of  others,  not  complete  members  of  the  congre- 
gation, were  to  be  lefs  regarded.     We  are  firmly  per- 
fuaded  the  church  in  that  period  were  far  from  reckon- 
ing it  a  caufelefs  prejudice  again  ft  a  man,  if  the  moft 
religious  or  knowing  part  of  a  congregation  declared 
their  diflent  from   the  feffion's  choice,    becaufe  they 
found  the  preacher's  gifts  unfuitable  for  their  edifica- 
tion •>  no,  in  that  cafe,  the  feflion  would  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  make  a  new  ele&ion.      The  people  then 
were  not  confined  to  objections  only  againft  the  life 
and  do£trine  of  the  candidate,  but  allowed  to  diflent 
from  and  object  againft   the  eleclion  itfelf,  and  give 
what  reafons  or  grounds  for  it  they  thought  proper; 
and,  if  the  feflion  could  not  fatisfy  them  after  all  pains 
taken,  they  proceeded  to   a  new  eleftion.      All  this 
appears  from  a  known  pamphlet,  printed  anno  17331 
intituled,  "  Account  of  the  method  of  electing  a  minifter 
to  the  p  riih  of  Strathmiglo,  in  two  in  (lances  in  the 
years   1654  and  1655,  in  a  letter  to  the  minifter  there." 
ff  it  be  afked,  What  is  then  to  be  meant  by  Caufelefs 
prejudices  mentioned  in   the    aft   1646?     Anf.  Any 
groundlefs  or  trifling  obje£Hon  againft  a  man,  becaufe 
of  his  mean  extract,  low  ftature,  bodily   infirmity  or 
blemifh  ;  or  becaufe  of  fome  groundlefs  report,  or  the 
ftri&nefs  of  his  walk,  zeal  for  his  principles,  or  the  like: 
in  which  groundlefs  prejudice  the  AiTembly  might  judge 
that  ignorant  and  unreafonable  people  were  not  to  be 
too  much  indulged  $  though  at  the  fame  time  they  en- 
join 
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{~oin  all  poffible  tendernefs  in  dealing  with  parifhes  to 
urine  them  to  harmoriy,  even  then  when  a  lefT-r-part 
of  the  congregation  diffent  from  the  election  without 
fdeyapt  obje&ibns. 

'    Buti  fafltji  Seeing  this  obj^£lion  from  aft  1649,  is 
commonly  prought  to  countenance  the  intruding  of  men 
yrho  force  themfelves  in  upon  reclaiming  parifhes,  by 
accepting  and  holding  fail  by  prefentatipns  ;    we  take 
ijtis  occasion  freely  to  own,  that  a  congregation's  offence 
againft  a  man  for  evident  tokens  of  "  earthly  minded- 
?^fo  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,  and  unconcernednefs  for 
me  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  is  not  a  caufelefs  prejudice  ;* 
as  for  ih(J:ance,  when  there  is  a  gofpel  door  open' for 
preachers  to  get  accefs  to  parifhes,  for  a  man  to  defpife 
tjmt  door,  and  chufe  rather  to  enter  by  the  door  of  a 
presentation  and   Violence,  and  thereby  endeavour  to 
&rrtfjk  himfelf  in  upon  a  congregation  again  ft  their  will, 
fecure  a  title  to  their  ftipend  fo  as  nb  man  elfe  can  have 
if:,  keep  faft  his  hold  againft  all  perfuafions  and  entrea- 
ties, keep  the  people  long  without  gofpel  ordinances* 
bind  the  Jieavy  yoke  of  patronage  upon  their  neck,   and 
hinder  them  from  getting  a  minifter  whom  they  love, 
and  defire  ;  now,  when  a  man  a£ls  fo  dire&ly  againft 
the  intere(t  of  the  gofpel,  the  advantage  of  precious 
fouls,  and  his  own  profefled   principles  and  engage- 
ments ;  and  when  a  congregation  diflents  from  his  fet- 
tlejnent  upon  thefe  grounds ;  we  cannot  fay  their  diflent 
is  grounded  upon  caufelefs  prejudices  :  nay,  they  are  fo 
ytefl  grounded,  that  the  day  hath  been,   when  church- 
judicatories  would  have  ftopt  their  mouths  who  would 
fee  guilty  of  fuch  things. 

ObjeB.  u  Though  it  be  wrong  for  preachers  to  take 
fuch  methods,  yet  judicatories  are  under  ncceflity  by! 
$he  law  to  fettle  them,  or  keep  parifhes  vacant."  Anf. 
I.  Seeing. intrufions  into  churches  are  contrary  to  fcrip- 
ture,  reafon,  and  our  profeffed  principles,  no  laws  or 
commands  of  men  can  oblige  us  to  be  accefibry  to  them  : 
for,  feeing  Chrift  commands  us  to  do  all  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  his  flock,  we  mud  never  aft  for  its  deftru£ionx 
$8  intrufions  manifeftly  are.      Whenever  human  laws 
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do  claih  with  the  Divine,  it  is  indifputably  u  better  to 
obey  God  than  man." 

2.  There  is  no  law  yet  in  being,  that  obligeth  us  to 
intrude  men  into  churches  :  for  though  there  be  an  aft 
pad  in  1712  for  reftoring  patronages,  yet  it  doth  ex- 
prefsly  referve  to  thePrefbyteryand  church  judicatories 
the  power  of  judging  of  the  Prefentee's  qualifications 
and  fitnefs  for  the  charge  to  which  he  is  presented. 
Mow,  the  power  of  judging  of  a  man's  qualifications 
mud  not  be  reflrifted  to  thefe  which  render  him  fit  for 
the  miniftry  in  general,  but  mud  be  extended  to  quali- 
fications neceflary  to  make  him  fit  for  being  minifter  of 
the  parifh  to  which  he  is  prefented 5  becaufe  a  man  may 
be  fit  and  qualified  for  one  charge,  that  is  not  fo  for 
another.  Now,  if  a  Prefbytery  do  find  that  a  pfefentec 
is  incapable  of  anfwering  the  defign  of  a  gofpel-minifter 
to  a  parifh,  and  is  in  no  condition  to  inftruft  or  edify 
their  fous,  by  reafon  of  his  offending  them,  or  their  in- 
curable averfion  to  hear  him,  or  fubrnit  to  his  miniftry; 
they  may  fafely  judge  that  fuch  a  man  is  not  qualified 
nor  fit  to  be  fettled  in  that  parifh,  and  therefore  may 
fet  him  afide.  And  if,  in  cafe  of  an  appeal,  the  Afiem- 
bly  affirm  the  Prtfoytery's  fentence,  the  law  is  moft 
exprefs  and  clear,  that  the  caufe  muft  take  end  as  the 
AfTembly  doth  decern,  according  to  aft  7.  Pari.  1567* 
which  aft  is  confirmed  by  aft  1.  Pari.  158 1  ;  and  this 
aft  is  again  ratified  by  aft  1.  Pari.  1592,  which  aft  is 
ratified  by  aft  5.  Pari  1690,  and  ftands  ftill  in  force, 
being  not  only  ratified  by  the  Union,  but  alfo  confirm- 
ed by  queen  Anne's  law  in  1712,  for  eftablifhing  patron- 
ages. And  as  the  General  Aflemblie8  of  this  church 
have  been  always  before  1712  in  pofleffion  of  the  fore- 
laid  power,  fo  well  fecured  to  them  by  law ;  fo  alfo, 
fince  that  time,  their  fentences  concerning  all  prefenta- 
tions  have  been  fubmitted  to  and  held  as  final.  From 
which  it  is  evident,  that  judicatories  are  under  no  force 
by  law  to  make  intrufions  or  violent  fettlements.  Why 
then  fhould  church*  men,  who  ought  to  be  guardians  of 
the  church's  liberties,  go  about  to  deftroy  them  by  vio- 
lent proceedings  ?   Is  it  not  foon  enough  for  church 
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courts  to  take  fuch  definitive  courfes,  when  the  Par- 
liament makes  new  laws  obliging  them  to  it  ? 

But,  to*  return  to  the  (late  of  the  church  anm  1732  : 
this  was  a  very  critical  time  to  her,  and  moft  affli&ing 
to  many  of  her  beft  friends,  by  reafon  of  the  ftretching 
df  church  authority ;  the  intrusions  made  upon  parifhes; 
the  disregarding  of  remonftrances  and  petitions  of  a 
godly  remnant  both  of  minifters  and  people  ;  the  paf- 
fing  that  zCt  1732,  which  encouraged  heritors  not  of 
our  communion  to  impofe  minifters  upon  many  pari- 
Ihcs  ;  and  the  refuting  to  record  minifters  diflents  with 
their  reafons  againft  fuch  deeds.  Thefe  proceedings 
were  grieving  to  the  hearts  of  honeft  minifters,  and 
provoked  many  to  go  to  pulpits  and  teftify  againft  them, 
particularly  at  the  opening  of  fynods,  and  other  occa- 
sions ;  and  feverals  of  them  printed  their  fermons,  as  a 
teftimony  againft  thefe  prevailing  evils.  Though  this 
was  very  offenfive  to  many  of  bur  leaders,  and  to  the 
court  chaplains  (whofe  number  was  then  increafed)  yet 
none  was  fo  much  noticed  as  the  reverend  Mr  Ebene* 
zer  Erfkine  minifter  of  Stirling,  whofe  turn  was  to 
preach  at  the  opening  of  the  fynod  at  Perth  in  O&ober 
173a.  The  fynod  judged  him  cenfurable,  and  appoint- 
ed him  to  be  rebuked  for  his  fermon,  becaufe  in  it  he 
had  impugned  the  afts  and  proceedings  of  the  Aflem- 
bly, and  had  ufed  fome  ftrong  exprellions  againft  the 
judicatories  and  minifters  of  tlm  church,  which  they 
reckoned  indecent.  Upon  which  Mr  Erfkine  appealed 
to  the  Affembly  1733,  who  affirmed  the  fynod's  fen- 
tence,  and  rebuked  him  at  their  bar.  Whereupon  Mr 
Erfkine,  with  three  other  minifters,  gave  in  a  paper 
protefting  againft  the  Aflembly's  fentence,  v/a.  Mr 
Wilfon  at  Perth,  Mr  MoncriefF  at  Abernethy,  and,  Mr 
FiQier  at  Kinclaven  ;  and  they  all  protefted  for  liberty 
to  teftify  againft  the  ad  of  Aflembly  1732,  or  the  like 
defections.  This  proteftation  the  Aflembly  1733  could 
not  bear  with. 

As  it  was  very  unwife  in  the  fynod  to  proceed  a- 
gainft  Mr  Erfkine  for  his  fermon  in  fuch  a  judicial 
manner,  fo  it  was  in  the  Aflembly  to  rcfent  the  protef- 
tation as  they  did.    In  former  times  fuch  protections 

were 
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we ft  n*t  reckoned  fo  criminal  as  now;  Mr  And*** 
Hunter  minifter  prpteftVd  againft  thf  AfiepftMy  at  E- 
dinbufgh  i586,forrelcafiug  Mr  Patrick  Adamfowfrom 
the  fentence  of  excommunication  without  fins  of  -te* 

Kfance ;  and  Mr  Andrew  Mclrill  and  Mr  Thpmajt 
shapan  adhered  to  his  protbft.  Mr  John  Davidfcn 
qsinjfter  at  Preftonpans  protcftcd  againft  the  Aflcmtyf 
at  Dundee  1598,  for  allowing  miniftert  to  rote  in  Kat- 
tfernent  id  name  of  the  kirk,  where  the  king  was  j»> 
fenjt,  Mr  James  MelyiH  proftefted  agfainft  the  Awf" 
My  their  meeting  at  Holyrood-houfe  1602,  where  the 
KPg  waaprefent.  Mr  David  Caldjerwood  proteftq)  a- 
gaiaft  Aflcmbly  1649*  for  enaQjng  the  dire&ory  far  c- 
Je&ipn  of  minifters*  Yet  nopf  of  all  tfiefe  were  ceq- 
ftiiied  for  their  projtefta.tions :  neither  do  the  Houip  «jf 
Peers  cenfure  t^icfc  jyho  pfojeft  againft  their  procferfr 
logs.  Likeyrifetfce  Twciye  J^reflh^^n,  who  were  n> 
fel&ed  by  Affqpably  179a  far  fn^gning  the  a£  of  A£ 
feqatyy  1720  aeawft  jtfc  Afarrofv,  odfoetj  their  OTptrf- 
t£&Qn  againft  tine  cenjfupe  ;  as  did  JMr  Qabrjel  Wijfai 
againft  the  admonition  of  ^fljeGDbly  J  723  :  yet  none  of 
4*efc  were  cenfured  £pr  tl\eir  prestations.  And  doubt- 
taife  it  had  been  greatly  fqr  tjie  intereft  and  peace  of  the 
church,  ;that  Affembly  J733  had  jfollpwed  the  example 
of  their  wife  predeceffprs.  But  now  tfceir  authority 
piuft  be  fere  wed  up  higher  than  at  former  times: 
wherefore  the  Aflembly,  without  hearing  the  fouj  pro- 
tefting  minifers  a.ny  further  before  them,  did  jwffi- 
ma'rily  proceed  to  appoint  their  commiflion  Jn  Auguft 
^reafterto  fufpend  thtm,  if  tbey  did  not  retr^ft  j&i 
probation,  arjd  (how  their  farrow  for  $he  {June ;  anfl  to 
proceed  to  a  higher  cenfure,  if  they  difobcyed  the  fiud 
fentence. 

Accordingly  the  commiflion  in  Auguft  did  fufpend 
all  the  four  brethreti  for  adhering  to  their  fore^ud  pro- 
teftation.  And,  upon  their  adling  cpntrary  to  the 
fufpcnfion,  the  commiflion  in  November  determined 
to  proceed  prefently  to  a  higher  cenfure  againft  thgm, 
and  would  not  delay  it  until  March,  though  the  Af- 
femblv's  a£t  allowed  it.  This  decifion  wa^s  carried 
only  by  Mr  Goudie  the  moderator  his  calling  yote^ 

And 
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Andlt  fetb  be  dbferved,  the  Commiffion  Went  ail  ih 
this  forward  arid  hafty  procedure  agai  rift  the  four 
brethren,  notwithftanding  of  the  eahrrieft  applications 
and  interceffins  of  many  fynods,  pr${byteries,  kirk-ftf- 
fions,  magiftrates  and  others  through  Scotland  in  their 
behalf,  pleading  that  fhe  commiffion  might  delay  them, 
fpare  them,  or  deal  tenderly  with  (hem.  The  fentence 
which  the  commiffion  came  to  againft  the  four  proteft- 
{ing  rninifters  was,  to  u  loofe  their  relation  from  their 
reipeftive  parifhes,  and  declarie  them  no  longer  mini- 
ftersof  this  church  to  employ  them."  And  they  de- 
clared their  charges  vacant  from  the  date  of  this 
fentence. 
*    As  the  judicatories  at  this  time  feemed  to  a&  with 

.  -much' heat  and  feverity,  in  order  to  fupport  or  fcrew 
up  their  authority ;  fo  we  mud  own  that  the  four 
brethren  feemed  to  {hew  no  little  homour  and  ftiffnefs 
in  oppofing  their  authority,  and  defpifing  their  fen- 
tenees :  for  they  would  give  no  ear  to  their  friends, 
'who  dealt'  with  them  to  {hew  fome  fubjedtion  to  the 
judicatories,  as  to  their  fathers  and  fuperiors ;  and 
:  though  they  were  juft  now  abufing  their  church  power, 
and  unwarrantably  provking  their  children,  yet  fome 
:  regard  is  to  be  {hewn  to  thefir  authority,  even  when  fo 
doing,  as  we  to  our  natural  parents,  though  corre&ing 
us  in  an  arbitrary  way ;  according  to  Heb.  xii.  6* 
As  to  Mr.  Erskine,  though  he  was  contending  for  the 
truth,  many  of  his  friends  wiQiedthat  the  had  not  ufed 
fuch  afperity  and  tartnefs  of  expreffion  about  the  mini- 
Iters  and  judicatories  of  the  church  as  he  did ;  and 
many  of  the  leading  men  ia  judicatories  faid,  This  was 
the  only  thing  they  quarrelled  in  his  fermon  :  but 
Mr.  Erskine  would  make  no  acknowledgment  or  fub- 
ihiffion  of  any  fort,  though  even  Mr.   Wilfon  and 

•  Mr.  Moncrie  ff  faid  in  their  reafous  of  diflcnt,  that  they 
;do  not  "'pretend  to  juftify  his  modes  of  expreffion'*  in 
that  fermon ;  and  they  grant  that  in  feveral  cafes  it  is 
moft  proper  to  ufe  foft  and  modeft  expreffions  in  main- 
taining of  truth.  We  do  not  fee  that  it  would  have 
been  any  lofs  to  the  truth  the  four  brethren  appeared 
for,  that  they  had  all  {hewed  more  refpeft  to  the  fu- 
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prupe  authority  of  the  church  in  their  conduft  than 
4hef  did.;  particularlyt  though  they  had  forbom  to  pro- 
left,,  at  they  tdid  in  expref*  wird,  againft  the  fenrence 
or.  the  Aflembly  fit  Unjust,  and  againft  any  cenfure 
jhey  ihould  intuit  on  them  as  null  and  void  of  it- 
felt  \  and  if,  upon  their  being  fufpended,  any  mini- 
ftef  or  probationer  ihould  preach  in  their  pariihes, 
tbt  fame  (houtd  be.hek}  a*  intmfion  upon  their  charges* 
And  aft  they  protefted,  (b  they  fubmitted  not  to  the  fen- 
tehee  for  one  day ;  though  many  worthy  minirters  have 
formerly  fubmitted  to  unjuft  fentences  of  this  fort,  ro 
(hew  their  regard  to  the  authority  of  lawful  judicatories 
of  a  church,  which  they  owned  as  a  true  church  i  and 
this  u  approven  by  the  moll  orthodox  and  judicious  di- 
vineyi  of  the.  Prefbyterian  perfuafion.  Again,  the  bre* 
thfen  had  the  more  encouragement  to  have  fubmittcd 
for-a  time,  that  they  had  reafon  to  expert  the  next  At 
fembly  would  take  off  the  fen te nee s,  con  fide r  their  com- 
plaints^  arid  do  them  all  manner  of  juitice  ;  and  this 
they  might  have  looked  for,  from  the  tnterpofition  cf 
fo  many  fynods  and  prefbyteries  with  the  com  million  in 
their  favours.  And  though  many  of  their  friends  .were 
difobliged  and  offended  at  them,  for  their  contemning 
the  authority  of  the  church,  yet  there  was  a  great  plur- 
ality in  the  Aflembly  1734  for  reft oring  them  to  their 
charges  and  (he  communion  of  the  church ;  and  nei- 
ther that  nor  any  fubfequent  Aflembly  did  ever  approve 
the  commiflion  who  pad  the  hard  fentgnces  againft 
them*  ' 

When  the  fentence  of  the  commiflion  in  November 
1733,  looting  the  relation  of  the  four  brethren  from 
their  charges,  was  paft ;  many  protefted  againft  it,  si 
did  the  four  brethren  themfelves,  who  alfo  appealed 
to  the  firft  free,  faithful,  and  reforming  General  Affem* 
bly  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Had  they  lifted  here, 
they  had  done  weir!  but  they  went  a  great  deal  further, 
by  making  a  feceffion  from  the  judicatories  of  this 
church,  and  in  a  ftiort  time  after  conftituting  themfelvei 
into  a  diftincl:  judicatory  for  licenfing  preachers,  and 
ordaining  miniiters,  wherever  they  ihould  find  encou-  . 
jragementj»  At  the  fame  time  they  protefted  they  would 
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(till  hold  communion  with  all  who  were  true  Prefby- 
terians,   and  gtoaned  under,  and  wreftled  againft,  the 
evils  they  had  been  complaining  of.     This  was  then 
their  declared  refolution,  though,  alas  !  they  foon  de? 
parted  from  it.     At  firft  they  feemed  to  be  determined 
to  continue  in  miniilerial  communion,  with  many  wott. 
thy  minifters  they  had  been  formerly  intimate  with* 
though  thefe  had  not  freedom  to  fecede  as  they  had 
done,  nor  go  all  their  lengths  :  and  Mr  Erfkine,  in  his 
an  f wets  to  (he  fynod,  owned  that  there  was  "  dill  a 
body  of  faithful  minifters  in  the  church  of-  Scotland, 
with  whom  he  did  not  reckon  himfeif  worthy  to  be 
compared*"     Which  body  had  the  truths  contended  for 
at  heart,  together  with  the  peace  of  the  church,  as  well 
as  the  four  brethren.     And,  feeing  the  cafe  was  fuch* 
the  brethren  ought  in  juftice  to  have  communicated 
counfels  ^vitfr  that  faithful  bpdy  of  minifters,  who  we* e 
willing  to  meet  with  them  at  the  enfuing  Altembiy,  be- 
fore they  had  .taken  two  fuch  ftrong  fteps  as  their  fecef- 
Jion  and  conflitutian  :  which  uncommon  fteps,  they  might 
eafily  fee,  tended  greatly  to  afFe£t  that  .whole  body,  yea* 
even  to  divide  and  rend  them  afunder,  together  with 
the  people  who  (hould  adhere  to  them  refpe&ively,  in 
cafe  that  faithful; body  mould  not  have  light  to  go  into 
all   the    meafures    of   the  four  brethren.     Whatever, 
thoughts  the  brethren  might  have  about  the  union  of 
the  church  in. general,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed  they 
would  have  (hewed  fomething  of  concern  for  the  unioa, 
of  that  faithful  body  of  minifters,  for  whom  they  did 
then  profefs  a  great  regard.     Moreover,  fince  they  had 
appealed  for  redrefs  to  the  fir  (I  faith!  ul  General  Aflem- 
bly,  they  (hould  have  delayed  any  fuch  extraordinary 
fteps  until  t!ie  meeting  of  the  next  Affembly  then  ap- 
proaching, and  fo  have  kept  the  matter  entire  until  the 
whole  cale  was  laid  before  them ;  which  the  brethren 
themfelvcs  mould  have  been  teady  to  do.    For,  confider- 
ing  how  fenfibly  touched  the  whole  church  was  with 
their  cafe,  and  what  preparations  were  making  for  the 
approaching  A  Humbly,  the  brethren  could  not  be  fure 
but  it  might  prove  the  reforming  Affembly  they  had  ap- 
pealed unto.     O  whit  dreadful  calamities  to  the  church 
Vol.  IV.  3  1  might 
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fp.rphr  hare  beer*  pmemct*,  had  the  fc«?  brethren  coe- 
tinued  prayr.j,  and  ?ieiibeTa«tnf?  upon  the  foreiaid  two 
ftetw  unfii  th*  n-ctftinz  of  the  AfiemWy  in  May  1734; 
acf  r.ot  h«*e  fo  precipitariy  feceded  from  die  national 
church,  anr*  conftiturei  fhemfelTes  ir.to  an  Anti-frcfo 
terj  by  which  rrears,  alas  !  they  became  too  much  en* 
gzgerf  :n  horrur  to  rerfift  in  their  reparation,  whatever 
ftcps  the  Aiiembly  ihoctd  tike  to  redrefr  their  (jrie- 
va.ces:  ard  we  know  not  if  there  was  an  Aflembiy 
fince  the  R-vcIution,  more  willing  .to  do  it  than  the 
Aflembiy  .'754»  had  ?h»e  brethren  applied  to  them  fork, 
as  fhey  were  urjzed  by  rr.any  to  do. 

The  whole  church  had  been  fo  ranch  alarmed  by  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  former  years,  and  the  prefect 
threatened  confufions,  that  there  came  up  to  the  Aflen- 
bly  17  m  from  all  parts,  and  eren  the  renaoteft,  many 
pfous  and  experienced  miniftere,  with  fincere  imentknu 
to  have  matters  fettled  upon  a  better  footing  if  poffiMe. 
And,  upen  trial,  the  plurality  of  the  Aflembiy  was  found 
to  be  upon  their  fide,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  friends  of 
peace  and  truth.  Now,  it  would  have  exceedingly 
ftrengthened  their  hands  in  their  good  defigns  to  redrefs 
grievances  and  advance  reformation,  if  the  four  brethren 
had  tabled  their  complaints  before  them,  and  reprefen- 
ted  what  they  would  have  the  Aflembiy  to  do  for  to 
fatisfy  them  :  but  this  tl.ey  declined  to  do,  though  they 
were  all  in  the  town  at  the  time.  But  notwithstanding 
of  this  difcouragement  from  the  brethren,  and  the  migh- 
ty oppoftion  of  great  meny  ruling  elders,  who  had  a 
ftrong  party  in  the  houfe  to  fupport  them,  the  Affem- 
bly,  in  the  ilort  time  they  had,  did  all  that  was  in  their 
power  to  fatitfy  the  friends  of  reformation,  and  to  put 
a  flop  to  violent  fettlements  and  the  prevailing  evils  of 
the  time  ;  and  they  were  zealoufly  inclined  to  hare 
done  much  more,  if  their  time  aiid  the  fituation  of  their 
affairs  could  have  allowed.  Particularly,  they  renewed 
and  (Irtngthcr.ed  the  old  a£ts  of  Aflembiy,  which  were 
made  to  be  barriers  and  fences  of  our  conftitution9  a- 
gainil  innovations;  fuch  as  thofe  made  by  Aff.  1639, 
All.  1697,  Aff  1700,  iiiui  AfT.  1705.  And  they  re- 
icindtd  the  7th  adt  of  Aff,  1730,  which  hindred  merc- 
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bers  to  teftify  againft  wrong  deeds  of  judicatories,  by 
recording  their  reafons  of  diflent ;  becaufe  the  faid  a£l 
was  not  made  according  to  the  forefaid  vales  and  bar* 
rierafiU.  And,  upon  the  fame  account,  they  repealed 
the  8th  a&  of  AiT.  1732,  anent  the  me&od  of  planting 
vacant  churches ;  and  becaufe  it  gave  too  much  coup* 
tenance  to  violent  fettlements,  and  too  much  power  to 
difaffe&e^  heritors,  and  was  unfavourable  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  They  reverfed  the  fettlement  of  a 
ipintfter  made  by  the  commiffion,  at  Auchtermuchty,  a* 
gainft  the  will  of  the  congregation,  and  of  the  Prefhy- 
tery  of  the  bounds  \  and  by  that  decifion  they  declared 
the  commiffion's  fentences  reverfible.  Alfo  they  brought 
Jthe  commiffion  under  feveral  new  regulations,  and  dis- 
charged them  to  execute  any  fettle ments  of  churches, 
when  the  prefbytery  or  fynod  of  the  bounds  declined 
to  do  it.  They  empowered  their  commiffion  to  addrefa 
the  king  and  Parliament  for  relief  from  patronages » 
which  they  did,  though  in  vain.  Alfo  they  impowered 
the  fynod  of  Perth  and  Stirling  to  reftorc  the  four  e- 
je£Ud  brethren  to  their  charges  and  the  communion  of 
tftiB  church ;  which  they  did  very  foon  after  the  AflVm- 
bly,  without  requiring  any  acknowledgments  from 
them.  And,  to  facilitate  their  return,  the  Aflembly 
fincerely  defigned  an  a&  for  removing  their  appreheo- 
fion6,  that,  by  the  late  fentences  paft  againft  them,  they 
were  laid  under  greater  reftraints  than  before  as  to  their 
imnifterial  freedom  in  teftify ing  againft  wrong  a&s  and 
deeds  of  the  church :  wherefore,  for  the  fatisf action 
of  the  four  brethren,  and  all  others,  the  Afilaibly  made 
an  a&,  declaring,  "  That  due  and  regular  minifterial 
freedom  is  ftill  left  entire  to  all  minifler**"  They 
alfo  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  overture 
for  an  a&  to  give  directions  as  to  the  right  preach- 
ing of  the  gofpel,  and  to  reft  rain  the  legal  preaching 
and  moral  harangues  of  many  not  fo  agrerabie  thereto. 
This  had  been  feveral  timeb  attempted  in  former  times, 
but  ftill  dropt,  till  now  that  the  Aflembly  formed  and 
referred  the  overture  to  their  comMiiffioii  to  ripen  it. 
Tbey  alfo  referred  it  to  their  com  million  to  appoint  a 
national  faft,  which  had  been  long  neglected,  that  all 
3  1  2  ranks 
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ranks  might  mourn  for  the  prevailing  evils  and  defec- 
tions of  the  church  and  land ;  which  they  did  imme- 
diately after  the  rifing  of  the  Affembly.  This  Aflembly 
1734  was  a  (ingularly  faithful  and  reforming  Affembly, 
who  did  very  much  in  a  fliort  time,  againft  great  oppo» 
fition,  to  re&ify  what  was  wrong,  and  put  matters  up- 
on a  better  footing.  They  gave  remarkable  checks  to 
violent  fettlements,  and  relief  to  feveral  parifhes  op- 
preffcd  by  them  ;  for  at  this  Aflembly,  methods  were 
concerted  to  get  fealing  ordinances  to  thofe  perfons  who 
fubmitted  not  to  them,  from  other  minifters  they  chut 
cd  to  apply  to.  As  this  Aflembly  turned  out  one  mi- 
jrifter  violently  fettled,  fo  they  were  ready  to  have  caft 
out  others,  if  complaints  had  been  regularly  tabled  be* 
fore  them.  Their  time  of  fitting  did  not  allow  them  to 
confider  and  provide  remedies  for  every  thing  amifs, 
and  particularly  for  that  wrong  a£t  of  Affembly  1733, 
concerning  the  prefbytery  of  Punfermline,  and  their 
behaviour  toward  the  minifter  that  was  forcibly  fettled 
at  Kinrofs,  wherein  the  fa  id  Aflembly  threaten  high 
cenfures  againft  thofe  who  refufe  to  own  him  as  mini- 
fter of  Kinrofs,  or  who  admit  of  any  of  that  parifli  to 
fealing  ordinances  without  his  confent.  This  was 
plainly  oppreflion,  and  a  very  high  drain  of  church- 
authority,  to  fettle  minifters  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
word  and  of  the  church,  and  then  oblige  prefbyteries 
to  receive  them,  and  people  to  fubmit  to  them.  But 
the  Aflembly  1734  gave  a  feafonable  check  to  fuch  op- 
preflive  courfes ;  and  for  the  people  of  Kinrofs,  it  was 
afterward  referred  to  the  fynod  of  Fife,  to  do  what  was 
proper  for  their  relief,  who  thtreupon  allowed  them 
the  benefit  of  church  privileges  wherever  they  fhould 
think  fit  to  afk  them.  And  letters  were  written  to 
prefbyteries  in  orher  places,  to  indulge  people  in  fuch 
circumftances  in  the  like  manner. 

Thus  did  the  faithful  body  of  minifters  (of  whom 
Mr  Ebenezer  Erfkine  did  fpeak)  ufe  their  utmoft  ftre- 
nuous  endeavours  in  the  Affembly  1734,  and  in  the 
meetings  of  their  commiflion,  and  in  after  Affemblies, 
to  get  the  door  opened,  ftuu.bling  blocks  removed,  and 
the  way  paved  for  the  return  of  their  four  brethren  to 

communion 
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communion  with  them  as  before.  Yea,  they  got  mini- 
fters fent  up  year  after  year  to  London,  to  fohcit  the 
King  and  Parliament  for  relief  from  patronages.  And 
when  honed  minifters  were  in  this  manner  travelling, 
fweating,  labouring  and  ftruggling,  even  above  their 
ftrength,  to  get  things  that  were  wrong  reformed  and 
rectified  ?  it  was  extremely  airlifting  to  them,  that  the 
four  brethren,  with  whom  they  had  formerly  taken 
fweet  counfel,  would  by  no  means  return  to  their  aflift- 
ance,  though  invited  and  prefied  to  it ;  but,  inftcad  of 
that,  would  be  ftill  dif par  aging  their  acYmgs,  ana*  mif- 
conftru&ing  their  moft  (incere  intentions.  Notwith- 
ftanding  of  this  difcouragement,  they  continued  ftrug- 
gling,  and  doing  all  they  were  able,  to  promote  refor- 
mation in  the  Affembly  1735  and  Aflembly  1736:  ftill 
hoping  the  four  brethren  would  bethink  themfelves, 
and  ceafe  from  their  dividing  courfe.  And  though  that 
honed  body  of  minifters  could  not  get  all  done  which 
they  defigned,  yet  they  got  feveral  good  things  carried  ; 
fuch  as  an  aft  for  better  regulating  the  coTimiflion,  and 
limiting  their  powers  ;  an  aft  againft  intrufion  of  mini- 
fters, and  declaring  it  to  be  the  principle  of  this  church, 
4*  That  none  (hould  be  intruded  into  any  pariih  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  the  congregation."  How  happy 
were  it  if  this  aft  were  obferved,  and  the  forefaid  prin- 
ciple maintained  and  adhered  unto  !  Some  things  alfo 
were  done  at  this  time  for  the  relief  of  thofe  parifties 
that  had  been  intruded  upon  ;  and  an  excellent  over- 
ture was  agreed  upon,  with  refpeft  to  evangelical  preach- 
ing, which  was  tranfmitted  to  Prefbytenes,  and  their 
confent  to  it  was  obtained  ;  fo  that  after  long  depend- 
ence it  .was  got  enacled  by  Aflembly  1736,  May  21. 
a£fc  7.  in  which  "  they  recommend  to  minifters  and 
preachers  to  warn  their  hearers  againft  any  thing  that 
tends  to  Atheifm,  Deifm,  Arianifm,  Socinianifm,  Ar- 
minianifm,  Bourignianifm,  Popery,  Superilicion,  Anti- 
nomianiim,  or  any  other  errors :  And  that  they  infift 
in  their,  fcrmons  upon  our  (inful  and  low  eftate  by  na- 
ture, the  neceflity  of  fupernatural  grace,  and  of  faith 
in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  without  which  the  belt 
works  cannot  pleafe  God  :    And  that  they  make  it  the 
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gr?at  fcope  of  their  fermons  to  lead  Tinners  from  a  cove- 
nant of  works  to  a  covenant  of  grace  for  life  and  fal ra- 
tion, and  from  fin  and  felf  to  precious  Chrift  our  Surer? 
and  Saviour.  And  as  they  are  to  prefs  the  practice  «f 
all  rr  oral  dutief,  fo  alfo  to  (hew  the  nature  and  excel- 
lency of  gofpel-holinefs,  without  which  no  man  can  fee 
the  Ijord  :  and,  in  order  to  attain  it,  they  are  to  fhew 
men  the  corruption  and  depravity  of  their  nature  by 
the  fall,  their  natural  impotence  for,  and  aver/ion  to, 
what  is  Spiritually  good  ;  and  to  lead  them  to  the  true 
and  only  fource  of  all  grace  and  holinefs,  viz.  Uflioo 
with  Chrift  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  working  faith  in  us, 
and  renewing  us  more  and  more  after  the  image  of 
God  :  and  that  they  mud  count  all  their  beft  perform- 
ances and  attainments  but  lofs  and  dung,  in  poiet  of 
juftification  before  God,  and  to  make  it  their  great  de- 
fire  only  to  be  found  in  Chrift  their  Surety,  clothed  in 
his  right eoufnefs,  which  is  infinitely  perfect  and  law- 
binding ;  and  to  make  gofpel  fubje&s  their  main  theme 
and  ftuciy,  &c.  And  they  recommend  to  all  profeflbn 
of  divinity,  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  have  the  flu- 
dents  under  their  care  well  acquainted  with  the  true 
method  of  preaching  the  gofpel  as  directed  by  this  afti 
and  appoint  Prefbyteries  at  their  privy  cenfures  to  en- 
quire concerning  the  observation  of  this  act,"  This  is 
a  (boit  shftracl:  of  that  excelltn-  aft,  which  godly  mini- 
it  ers  had  been  intent  about  for  many  years  paft,  in 
order  to  give  fome  check  to  the  legal  way  of  preaching 
and  the  loofe  moral  difcourfes  of  feveral  preachcrf,  to 
the  regJecl  of  the  true  pleaching  of  "  Chrift  andbim 
crucified,"  introduced  by  many  of  the  younger  clergy. 
However  long  this  a£t  had  been  delaytd,  yet  it  was 
n.oft  feafonably  paft  in  1739,  when  a  little  before  there 
had  been  a  great  noife  of  Deifm  fprtading  among  the 
iludents  of  divinity  at  Edinburgh;  and  one  of  them, 
JVlr  William  Nimmo,  had  delivered  a  difcourfe  in  the 
divinity  hall,  March  1735,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Lhrif- 
tian  revelation ;  for  which  he  was  excluded  by  the 
matters,  and  excommunicated  by  the  Prclbytery  of  £dm- 
burgh* 

But 
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Btat  feeing  there  is -no  great  reafori  to  fear  that  the 
Forefaid  excellent  a&  concerning  preaching,  is  but*  little 
rkkicerrl  and  obferved  by  many,  arid  that  there  ts  in  this 
dfrorcb  and  land  very  much  of  a  legal  or  moral  way  of 
preaching,  exclufive  of  Chrift,  and  to  the  neglect  of 
the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  feeing  the 
church  of  God,  and  the  fouls  of  men,  appear  to  be  in 
the  greateft  danger  from  this  arrth :  we  judge  it  our 
dirty  to  give  plain  and  open  teftimony  againft  this  fort 
of  preaching,  and  to  declare  for  the  true  gofprl  way  of 
preaching  Chrift  and  him  crucified,  which  ought  to  be 
the  great  ftudy  of  every  gofpel-minifter,  as  it  was  of  the 
apoftle  PauT,  i  Cor.  ii.  2. 

We  grant  that  morality,  or  obedience  to  the  moral 
few,  is  an  excellent  thing,  and  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
W  ftudied  by  every  true  Clmftian,  feeing  God  requires 
it,  and  without  morality  and  "  true  holinefs  no  man 
cm  fee  the  Lord  ;"  but  then  it  muft  be  preached  other- 
wife  by  a  gofper-minifter  than  by  a  moral  philofopher : 
"Why  Mf  muft  flow  from  gofpel-prirrcipfes,  be  perform- 
ed in  a  goipfl  manner,  and  be  preffed  mainly  by  gofpel- 
mottves  and  arguments.  But  it  muft  be  fad  indeed,, 
when  there  is  almoft  as  little  of  Chrift  or  an  evangelical 
ftram  to  be  found  in  the  fermons  of  Chriftian  preach- 
ers, as  in  the  difcourfes  of  Seneca,  "Plato,  Socrates,  or 
other  Heathen  moralifts. 

This  Chriitlefs  way  of  preaching  morality,  is  an  inlet 
toDeifm  and  Infidelity  :  for,  when  men  are  accuftomed 
to  hear  moral  fennons  with  little  of  Chriil  in  them,  they 
are  apt  to  think  there  is  but  little  difference  between 
thenvand  the  difcourfes  of  moral  Heathens  ;  and  there- 
fore they  may  be  good  enough,  and  win  to  heaven  by 
their  morality,  without  Chrift  or  his  righteoufnefs.  O 
how  natural  it  is  for  men  to  go  about  to  eftabliih  a 
righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  with  a  view  to  be  faved  by- 
it,  znd  to  negle£l  that  new  righteoufnefs  which  the  eter- 
nal wifdom  of  God  hath  eitablifhed  as  alone  fufficient 
for  it !  And  therefore  they  ni:ed  often  to  be  called, 
after  their  utmoft  lengths  in  mor.U  attainments  (which 
are  but  poor  and  wrenched  at  belt)  ro  renounce  them 
all,  and  go  to  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chritt,  viz. 

the 
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the  obedience  of  his  holy  life,  and  his  fufferings  unto 
de<tfh,  for  juftification  and  falvation. 

Morali-y  is  a  de  fir  able  thing,  when  kept  in  itt  due 
place;  bu%  when  allowed  to  pofiefs  the  place  of  Chrift's 
figliteoufnefs  imputed  to  us,  .it  is  a  foul-ruining  thing, 
and   the   great  eft  hindrance  of  the  foul's  coming  to 
Chrifi,  and  of  its  entering  into  heaven.     God  will  have 
us  come  entirely  cfF  from  the  old  bottom  of  a  covenant 
of  works,  and  irom  re  (ling  upon  any  tiling  done  by  us, 
or  wrought  in  us,  for  acceptance  with  God ;  and  look 
only  for  attaining  to  it  by  believing  on  whom  God  hath 
fent,  and  reding  upon  his  righteoufnefs  only:  nothing 
of  ours   mult   be  added  to  it,  other  wife  we  mar  it. 
Though  faith  be  required  of  us  as  the  mean  or  inftru- 
ment  whereby  we  receive  and  apply  Chrift  and  hit 
righteoufnefs,    and   alfj   true  repentance   and  Cncere 
obedience  are  required  as  evidences  and  fruits  of  our 
faith  ;  yet  neither  faith,  repentance,  or  obedience,  nor 
all  of  them   together,  are  any  part  of  our  juftifyiDfl 
righteoufiufs  in  the  fight  of  God,   nor  are  they  the 
foundation  of  our  acceptance,  or  of  our  title  to  eternal 
life  :  Chrift  mud  be  all  our  righteoufntffs,  or  nothing* 
So  that  none  mud  think  to  be  faved  partly  by  his  own 
obedience,  and  partly  by  Chrift's  in  order  to  make  up 
his  defects  ;  but  we  mull  be  faved  wholly  by  the  com- 
plete morality  and  obedience  of  Chrift  imputed  to  us* 
Our  proud  natures  mull  be  humbled  and  changed,  and 
mud  be  brr.ught  to  fubmit  to  accept  of  an  entire  nevr 
clothing,  inilead   of  our  own   righteoufnefs \    for  the 
glory  of   God  will  not  allow  the  lead  place  to  this  in 
our  jullification,  he  wiil  have  all  boafling  excluded  for 
ever. 

Sluejl*  "  Seeing  morality  and  the  duties  of  the  mo-. 
ral  law  are  to  be  preached  and  pre  fled,  in  what  manner 
then  mud  we  do  it  r" 

Jtif.  If  we  would  do  it  in  an  evangelical  drain,  and 
with  luccefs,  we  mud,  i.  Piefs  duty  as  the  natural 
and  nectiLry  fruit  of  faith  in  a  crucified  Chrift,  and 
love  to  him,  who  fuffisred  thus  to  fatUfy  for  our  fins, 
to  purchale  to  us  the  image  of  God  and  holinefs  which 
we  had  loll  j    and  therefore  let  us  reprefent  the  love 

and 
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,nd  (Offerings  6f  Chrift  in  a  lively  manner  to  our  people, 
n  order  to  lead  them  to  abhor  all  known  Gn,  and  to. 
ore  Chrift  that  firft  loved  us,  and  live  to  him  that  died 
or  us 5  and  pray  earneftly  for  the  Spirit  of  regeneration 
[fid  fan&ification  which  he  hath  purchased  for  us :  and 
hia  is  the  moft  effe&ual  way  to  promote  morality  and 
iclinefs  among  them.  2.  We  mud  fet  before  the  eyes 
tf  our  people  the  attractive  charms  and  beauties  of  a 
Tticiffed  Jefus  in  all  his  offices,  that  they  may  get  a 
lew  of  his  glory,  as  the  "  chief  among  ten  thoufand* 
nd  altogether  lovely,"  and  as  the  "  pearl  of  great 
ftidc  -"  that  fo  the  defire  of  all  nations  may  come  to  be 
hfe  ctefire  of  their  hearts,,  and  they  may  "  count  all 
hings  but  dung  and  lofs"  in  comparifon  of  a  crucified 
thrift.  And  as  we  mull  recommend  to  them  to  clofe 
ivith  him  as  their  pried,  and  facriflce  to  atone  for  their 
ins,  fo  alfo  to  fubje£fc  themfelves  to  him  as  the  lovely 
Sing  of  Zion,  whofe  government  is  eafy,  his  fervice 
ileaiant,  his  commandments  not  grievous,  and  his  re- 
gards to  obedient  fubje&s  unfpeakably  great.  The 
ffhole  precepts  of  the  moral  law  are  thp  laws  of  this 
Sling;  but,  to  all  his  willing  fubje&s,  he  makes  his 
"  yoke  eafy  and  his  burden  light."  3.  We  mult  en- 
force duties  from  a  principle  of  love,  and  of  gratitude 
to  Chrift  for  his  love.  It  {hould  not  be  fo  much  autho- 
rity, as  grateful  love  to  Chrift,  that  (hould  conftrain  us 
to  live  to  his  glory,  to  ftudy  holinefs  and  conftant  obe- 
dience to  his  commands  :  and  this  we  (hould  do,  as  we 
(hould  approve  ourfelves  to  be  Chrift's  difciples,  and  as 
we  would  enjoy  communion  with  him  here,  and  be 
accepted  of  him  at  his  appearance  to  judgment* 
4.  We  (hould  direct  our  people  to  perform  duties  by 
the  grace  and  ftrength  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Head,  Surety,  and  Trcafurer.  We  muft  be  united  to 
him  by  faith,  as  our  Head  of  Influences,  and  derive  all 
our  lire  and  ftrength  for  duty  out  of  his  fulnefe.  Alas  I 
this  direction  is  little  minded  by  many  of  our  moral 
preachers,  whofe  difcourfes  generally  (eem  to  proceed 
jpon  the  fuppofition  of  the  ftrength  of  our  natural 
cowers,  as  if  we  had  no  natural  impotence  or  enmity 
O  what  is  good,  nor  been  at  all  difabled  by  the  fall. 
Voju  IV,  3  K  j.  We 
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e, .  We  rr.u^  perftiade  men  to  leave  fin,  and  perform 
duty,  by  the  terrors  of  Chrift's  coming  to  judgn^ept, 
and  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb,  that  will  then  to  intoler- 
able to  all  who  flight  his  grace  and  difobey  his  laws. 
6.  When  we'prefs  duties,  let  us  put  our  hearers  in 
mind,  that  all  our  duties  and  good  works  have  no 
worth  or  merit  before  God ;  they  are  not  our  juftifying 
righteoufnefs,  nor  can  they  come  in  any  way  to  (hare 
in  this  matter  with  Chrift's  righteoufnefs ;  they  are  on- 
ly accepted  of  God  through  the  merits  and  mediation 
of  Jefus  Chrift  :  and  that,  after  we  have  done  all,  we 
muft  fay,  we  are  but  unprofitable  fervants ;  and  our 
main  drfire  is  to  be  found  in  Chrift,  not  having  our 
own  righteoufntfs,  which  is  but  as  filthy  rags,  and  can- 
not be  any  fkreen  or  covert  to  us  before  God.  7.  Let 
us  inftruft  our  people,  that  though  Chriftianity  doth 
enforce  morality  by  the  ftrongeft  arguments,  yet  unic- 
generate  morality  will  never  pleafe  God.  Till  the  heart 
be  renewed,  and  the  foul  grafted  in  Chrift  the  true 
Vine,  the  fruit  will  be  always  four  and  unpleafantto 
God.  A  moral  man,  though  he  profefs  himfelf  a 
Chriftir.n,  is  rot  really  fo,  unlefs  he  be  united  to  Chrift, 
and  look  for  daily  influences  from  him  to  perform  du- 
ties, and  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  cover  him 
and  all  his  duties  •,  and  be  dill  faying,t  Though  I  could 
perform  never  fo  many  duties,  I  fhould  be  loft  and  un- 
done for  ever,  if  it  wcTe  net  for  the  righteoufnefs  and 
mediation  of  Chtift  my  Surety  and  Saviour,  in  whom 
is  all  my  hope  and  truft.  Fcr  all  true  holtnefs  and  ac- 
ceptable nicrality  is  the  proper  refult  of  the  foul's  union 
with  the  ho'y  Jtfus  our  living  Head,  who  is  the  firft 
and  immediate  receptacle  of  the  holy  Spirit  and  of  all 
iaiiftifying  influences  for  the  uf«  of  his  members;  and 
out  of  Chrift's  fulnefs  we  muft  by  faith  receive  thtm 
■fur  cur  fanctification. 

Lit  us  make  every  fiv.jecT:  we  infift  en  point  to 
Chrift:  If  we  difcourfe  upon  the  attributes  of  God, 
]et  us  cor.fidtr  them  as  they  fliine  forth  in  Chrift  and 
his  glorious  undertaking;  If  upon  the  blc flings  and 
prorr.ifes  of  the  gofpel,  let  us  confider  them  as  thepur- 
ihafs  cf  Chrift's  blood  :  If  en  the  providence  of  Gcd 
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let  us  mind  that  the  adminiftration  is  put  in  Chrift's 
hands/arid  he  is  Head  over  all  things  for.  the  church; 
If  ye  exhort  to  repentance  and  mourning  for  fin,  let 
us  direct  our  hearers  to  look  to  him  they  have  pierced  ; 
If  tb  prayer,. let  us  dired  them  to  look  to  Chrift,  by 
whom  only  ttfey  can  have  accefs  and  fuccefs  in  this 
duty. 

©  how  harpy  were  it  both  for  U9  and  our  hearers, 
if  we  c'id'tlius  reduce  every  thing  to  Chrift,  and  make 
him' the  m«un  fubje£t  of  all  our  fermons  ;  and  if  the 
fcope  of  them  ail  were  to  perfuade  finners  to  come  to 
Chrift,  and  all  that  profefs>  him  to  live  by  f*iih  on  him, 
and  make  daily  ufc  of  him  !  To  this  glorious  per- 
fon  did  all  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Teftament  give 
witnefs,  and  much  more  fhculd  all  the  m millers  of  the 
New. 

Now,  this  way  of  preaching  is  furely  the  moft  ex- 
cellent, and  preferable  to  any  other  way  5  Why?  1. 
The  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified  is  the  mean  which 
God  ha'h  appointed  for  gathering  in  elecl  finners  to 
himfelf,  and  to  which  he  piomifes  his  blefEng.  Hence 
it  is  that  Paul  faith,  God  makes  the  preaching  of  the 
crofs  and  of  Chrift  crucified  the  Power  of  God  tb 
them  that  are  called  :  and  though  natural  men  count 
this  way  of  paeaching  foolifhnefs,  yet  it  pleafes  God 
by  this  way  "  to  fave  them  that  believe,"  1  Cor.  i.  18, 

21,    24- 

2.  lr  was  by  this  way  of  preaching  among  the  Co- 
rinthians, that  the  apoltle  Paul  had  fuch  wonderful 
fuccefs  in  bringing  them  to  Chrift,  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  it  was 
when  Peter  preached  a  crucified  Jefus  and  the  peculiar 
doftrines  of  Chriftianity  to  the  people,  that  the  Hclj 
Ghoft  fell  on  them,  and  converted  multitudes  of  them  » 
as  Luke  obferves  feveral  times,  Afts  ii.  36,  37.  Aft* 
x.  43,  44.  It  was  not  when  he  was  preaching  mora- 
lity that  the  Spirit  defcended  and  gave  fuccefs  to  ths 
word.  A!fo  he  obferves,  when  thefe  preachers  from 
Cyprus  preached  the  Lord  Jefus  to  the  people  of  An- 
tiocb,  '*  the  hand  of  thi  Lord  was  with  them,  and  a 
great  number  believed,  and  turned  to  the  Lord,"  Adhs 
xi.  20,  21. 

3K2  3.  It 
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in  his 


i.  It  is  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  that  God 
his  wifdom  hath  pitched  upon  as  the  way  to  reform 
men  from  their  vices,  and  to  bring  in  virtue,  godlineft 
and  good  order  into  nations  cities  and  congregations. 
The  Heathen  philofophers  and  wife  men  had,  foe  fixne 
thoufands  of  years,  tried  all  means,  which  the  powers 
of  nature  or  reafon  could  afford,  to  bring  men  to  .God 
and  virtue,  but  in  vain ;  for  they  remained  ftill  igno- 
rant of  God,  and  run  farther  away  from  him  into  all 
abominable  impieties.     Likewife  m  many  places  tbew 
are  feveral  matters  of  reafon  and  eloquence,  who  excel 
in  a  fort  of  rational  and  moral  way  of  preaching  «• 
clufive  of  Chrift ;  but  what  fuccefs  have  they  in  it  for 
converting  fouls  ?  Alas  !  their  people  ftill  fink  in  vice 
and  corruption ;  all  their  fine  reafoninga  cannot  change 
the  pervcrfe  will  of  one  finncr.    They  may,  pcrbaji> 
entertain  two  or  three,  or  a  few  of  their  audience,  who 
have  a  tafte  of  the  beauties  of  fine  reafoning ;  but  the 
body  of  the  congregation  remain  untouched  and  afleep, 
fo  that  all  they  hear  is  loft  to  them.    Surely  the  value 
and  ufefulnefs  of  things  are  to  be  reckoned  from  their 
capacity  and  fitnefs  to  anfwer  the  end  they  are  defign- 
ed  for :  now  the  end  of  preaching  is  to  win  fouls  to 
Chrift,  fo  that  thefe  fermons  are  the  mod  excellent 
that  ferve  this  defign  moil :  and  thefe,  we  lee,  are  the 
fermons  which  are  fulleft  of  Chrift.     Alas  !  Chriftlefs 
moral  fermons  bring  few  off  from  their  vices  to  the 
practice  of  morality,  and  far  fewer  into  Chrift.    Such 
a  way  of  preaching  is  a  longfome  unfuccefsful  method 
to  reclaim  and  reform  the  vicious ;  whereas  the  (hort 
and  effectual  way  to  reform  Tinners,  and  make  them 
moral,  is  to  preach  Chrift  to  them  ;  if  you  bring  them 
to  Jefus,  you  turn  them  from  all  their  (ins,  and  make 
them  moral  at  once,  yea,  inwardly  holy,  which  i»  more. 
O  then,  let  us  preach  Chrift  above  all  things  ! 

4.  If  we  look  through  the  wofld,  we  will  find  it  is 
only  thofe  minifters  who  preach  Chrift  moft,  who  have 
moll  fuccefs :  and  that  the  life  and  fpirit  of  true  re- 
ligion  rifes  or  falls  among  a  people,  according  as  a 
crucified  Redeemer  is  faithfully  preached  among  them 

or 
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«r  not*  And  thofe  acquainted  with  church-hiftory  ob- 
farte,  that  when  God  is  about  to  leave  a  people,  and 
-  hit  glory  to  depart  from  his  houfe,  he  ufually  gives 
them  up  to  a  kfelcfs  and  formal  miniftry,  who  negleft 
the  preaching  of  Chrift  snd  the  peculiar  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel,  foch  as  free  juftification  by  the  righteouf- 
0db  of  Chrift,  and  inward  regeneration  by  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  j  and  do  not  inform  their  people  that  it  is 
from  a  crucified  Tefus  the  virtue  mud  come  for  break- 
ing the  power  of  fin  in  the  foul,  and  fubduing  it  to 
God.  No  wonder  our  flocks  look  poor  and  lean,  When 
we  take  no  care  to  lead  them  into  thefe  green  pafturej 
of  evangelical  truths,  but  fet  before  them  the  dry  infi- 
pid  ftuff  of  a  Heathenifh  morality,  which  can  never 
teed  them  nor  keep  them  in  good  liking  !  How  can  we 
enefi  affiftance  from  Jefus  Chrift  in  our  work,  or  the 
influences  of  his  Spirit  in  preaching  (upon  which  all 
our  fucceft  depends)  when  we  take  no  more  notice  of 
Ghxift  in  our  fermons  than  the  moral  philofophers  a-* 
rnong  the  Heathens?  Wo  will  be  to  this  national 
church,  if  fuch  a  way  of  preaching  (hall  prevail  in  it, 
notwithftanding  of  the  forefaid  a£t  of  Aflembly,  and  a 
found  Confeffion  of  Faith,  which  all  minifters  fubferibe 
to*  God  forbid  that  the  church  of  Scotland  become 
ever  like  the  church  of  England  in  this  refpeft,  who 
fubferibe  to  found  articles  of  do&rine,  and  never  mind 
them  more  afterwards. 

Likewife,  as  by  the  word  of  God  minifters  are  bound 
to  feparate  between  the  precious  and  the  vile,  the  clean 
and  the  unclean,  the  fincere  and  the  formalilt ;  fo,  by 
the  forefaid  a£l  1736  concerning  preaching,  all  mi- 
nifters are  appointed,  in  application  of  their  fer* 
xnons,  to  endeavour  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of 
truth,  fpeaking  diftin£tly  to  the  various  cafes  of 
their  hearers,  whether  converted  or  unconverted,  &c. 
Alas!  it  is  to  be  feared,  the  making  of  this  difference 
is.  too  much  neglected  by  many,  both  in  difpenfing  the 
word  and  facraments- 

These  and  feveral  other  good  things  did  the  Aflembly 
17  36,  but  it.  is  to  be  regretted  they  were  not  fteady  and 
uniform  in  their  proceedings  j    for,   while  they  dif- 

couraged 
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courrged  and  it  opt  fome  intrufions,  they  encouraged 
others  :  and  they  gave  no  fmall  occalion  of  offence  by 
tlvrir  management  in  the  affair  of  Profcffor  Campbell  at 
St  Andrews,  who  had  vented  feveral  dangerous  errors 
in  his  writings,  fuel)  as  his  Oratorio   A  cade  mica,  his 
Enquiry  into  tie  Original  of  Moral  Virtue,  his  Dif- 
courfe  concerning  Eiithufiafm,  &c.  wherein  he  aflerts, 
"  That  men,  by  thtir  natural  powers,  without  revels 
tion,  cannot  find  out  the  being  of  a  God :  That  the 
law  of  nature  is  fufiicient  to  guide  rational  minds  to 
happinefs :  That  felf-love,  intereft,  or  pleafure,  is  the 
fole  principle  and  motive  of  all  virtuous  and  religious 
actions :   That  Chrift's  difciples  had  no  notion  of  his 
Divinity  before  his  refurre&ion,  and  before  that  they 
expe&ed  nothing  from  him  but  a  worldly  "kingdoms 
and,  during  the  interval  between  his  death  and  refur- 
re£Uon,  they  looked  on  him  as  an  impoftor."    Like- 
wife,  while  fpeaking  again  ft  Enthufiafts,  he  utters  fere* 
ral  things  very  difparaging  and  reproachful  to  the  work 
of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  the  fouls  of  the  people  of  God. 
Thefe  errors  were  brought  before  the  AfTembly  173J, 
who  referred  them  to  their  commiflion  ;  and  they  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  confider  them,    and   prepsre 
their  report  to  the  next  AfTembly.     Mr  Campbell  la- 
boured 10  give   in  found  and  orthodox  explications  of 
thefe  his  pofitions,  which  the  committee  brought  before 
the  AfTembly  1736,   with  their  remarks  and  cenfures 
upon  them,  and  the  recommendations  they  judged  fit 
to  be  given  him.     The  AfTembly,  upon  hearing  Mr 
Campbell  at  great  length,    were  of  opinion  that  the 
committee's  examining  and  Rating  the  matter  as  they 
had  done,  was  lufEcient  to  caution  againft  the  errors 
charged  upon  Mr  Campbell,  without  giving  any  judg- 
ment or  formal  fciuence  upon  the  committee's  report; 
only  they  recommended  to  him  not  to  ufe  doubtful  ex- 
pie  (lions  or  proportions,  which  may  lead  his  hearers  or 
readers  into  error.     This  iflue  of  the  procefs  many,  in 
the  AfTembly  and  out  of  it,  were  highly  difTatisfied  with, 
judging  that  Mr  Campbell  did  jultly  deferve  a  (haro 
rebuke  for  the  many  incautious  and  unfound  expreffions 

he 
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Tie  Jiath  in  his  writings,  however  orthodox  his  explica- 
tions might  be  :  and  with  thefe  we  do  heartily  join. 

Though  the  Affembly  gave  no  judgment  upon  Mr 
Campbell's  poutions  or  explications,  yet  feverals  would 
charge  the  Affembly  with  adopting  one  of  his  errors ; 
bccaufe,  when  he  explained  his  pofitions  concerning 
Self-love  he  declared  he  meant  no  more  but  "  that  our 
delight  in. the  honour  and  glory  of  God  was  the  chief 
motive  of*  all  virtuous  and  religious  actions.'*  Now 
(fay  they)  this  Delight  is  the  fame  with  the  Self-love, 
or  the  defire  of  'our  own  happinefs,  which  is  the  error 
charged  on  him  :  yet  the  Affembly  difmiffed  him  with- 
out quarrelling  it.  But  this  fhould  be  looked  upon  as  a 
pure  pverfight  in  the  Affembly,  through  their  not  ad- 
verting to  the  import  of  the  word  Delight,  but  taking 
*'  delight  in  the  glory  of  God,"  for  the  fame  with 
*c  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,"  becaufe  of  their  affinity. 
For  when  Affembly  1737  was  informed  that  feverals 
had  taken  offence,  as  if  the  Affembly  1736  had  adopts! 
fome  of  Mr  Campbell's  offenfive  cxpreffions  on  the  head 
of  Self* love,  they  vindicated  this  church  from  that 
charge,  by  making  an  aft,  declaring  that  they  do  fted- 
faftJy  adhere  to  the  dodlrine  expreffed  in  our  ftandards 
on  that  head,  particularly  in  the  anfwers  to  that  quef- 
tion  in  our  Larger  and  Shorter  Catechifms,  What  is  die 
chief  end  of  man  ? 

In  the  year  1735  tnere  was  an  c^ay  made  by  an  un- 
known hand  to  alter  our  Shorter  Catechifm,  which  was 
printed  at  London  under  the  title  of 'The  Aff-mbly's 
Shorter  Catechifm  Revifed,  and  rendered  fitter  for 
General  Ufe.  The  revifer  calls  it  into  fuch  a  mould, 
as  to  make  it  agree  with  Arian,  Socinian,  Popiih,  and 
Arminian  fchemes  of  doftrine.  Affoon  as  it  was  pub- 
licly known  in  Scotland,  the  commiffun  took  it  under 
their  confideration,  as  the  fynod  of  Lothian  had  done 
before  them,  and  palt  an  act  condemning  it,  and  gave 
"warning  about  it  to  all  the  prtfbyteries  in  this  church, 
that  they  might  be  on  their  guard  ag/inft  the  fpreading 
and  infection  thereof.  And  would  to  God  that  rjur 
Aflemblies  had,  in  like  manner,  given  plain  and  fa^hful 
yrarning  to  all  the  corners  and  members  of  this  chuich, 

agauifi 
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againft  Frofeffbr  Sirrfon  and  Profeflor  CimpbdTs  ettor^ 
and  others  which  have  been  vented  and  fpread  in  this 
church,  and  fhewn  to  them  their  inconfiftency  nidi  the 
word  of  God,  and  our  Confcflion  of  Faith  ami  Cite- 
chifms  !  May  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  revive  otfr  aeeal 
for  all  the  truths  therein  contained,  and  againft  all  forts 
of  error  oppofite  thereto  !  . 

After  all,  it  Is  to  he  Tcgrcttcd  that  the  national  chareh 
was  not  duly  humbled  by  all  thefe  awful  rebukes  for 
her  manifold  defections,  and  particularly  for  difregant 
ing  Chrift's  flock  in  fettlements ;  neither  did 'die  amend 
her  ways  and  doings,  and  turn  to  the  Lord :  wherefore 
we  find  the  hand  of  the  Lord  ftretched  oat  againft  her 
ftill,  and  a  new  (harp  trial  carved  out  for  her  from  ad 
airth  that  none  could  have  expc&ed.  One  Captam 
Porteous,.  that  had  been  condemned  to  die  for  feveral  .. 
murders,  having  obtained  a  reprieve  by  the  intereft  of 
fome  great  men,  the  mob  rofe  up  notwithstanding,  and 
executed  him  ar  Edinburgh  the  7th  of  September  1 736. 
The  King  and  Parliament  refented  this  affront  fo  high- 
ly, that  they  framed  a  ftrange  and  extroardinary  aft  for 
difcovering  the  a&ors :  and  becaufe  fome  of  the  church's 
enemies  fuggefted,  without  all  ground,  that  the  Scots 
clergy,  at  leaft  a  fet  of  them,  encouraged  the  people, 
in  fuch  mobhith  aftions,  they  appointed  all  the  mini- 
iters  of  Scotland  to  read  the  faid  act  in  time  of  Divine 
fervice  in  their  churches  every  firft  Sabbath  in  the  month 
for  a  whole  year,  beginning  in  Auguft  1737  :  and  the 
penalty  for  the  fir  (I  neglect  of  reading  it  was,  that 
"  they  (hall  be  declared  incapable  of  fitting  or  voting 
in  any  church  judicatory  -"  and  this  was  to  be  execut- 
ed againft  them  by  the  civil  judges  in  Scotland.  The 
mod  part  of  ministers  in  many  fynods  and  prefbyteries, 
though  they  fcrupled  not  to  condemn  the  outrageous 
infult  of  the  mob  as  murder,  yet  they  had  not  freedom 
to  read  the  faid  act,  becaufe  they  judged  the  penalty 
forefaid  to  be  properly  a  church  cenfure,  feeing  by  it 
miniiters  would  be  diveitcd  of  the  power  of  church  go- 
vernment and  discipline,  which  is  given  them  by  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  Head  of  the  church,  and  is  ef- 
ftntial  to  thrir  office  as  preaching  or  difpenfing  the  fa- 

cramenf* 
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trament.  Now,  for  the  civil  Tmgiftra*e  to  aflame  the 
power  of  the  keys,  or  of  inflicting  church  cenfures, 
which  Chrift  hath  put  in  the  hands  of  his  own  officers, 
they  judged  a  manifeft  incroachment  upon  Ch rift's 
Hcadihip  over  his  church,  and  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God  and  the  Confeffion  of  Faith  they  had  fubfcribed, 
chap.  30.  par.  1.  2  and  chap.  33.  3.  And  for  mini- 
iters  to  become  the  mag'ftrate's  heralds,  to  proclaim 
this  law  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  fuch  a  folemn  manner, 
would  be  an  fiomologating  of  this  incroachment,  and  a 
confenting  to  this  Eraftian  power  of  the  nugiftrate. 
Like  wife  they  judged,  to  approve  or  concur  with  a  .hw1 
lb  prejudicial  to  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  this 
church,  as  eftaMifhed  by  hw  civil  md  ecclt  fi aftical, 
would  be  to  give  up  with  fundamental  fecuritics,  and 
a£k  contrary  to  the  folemn  engagements  minifters  come 
Under  to  maintain  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  this 
church,  and  do  nothing  prr judicial  thereto.  Betides, 
they  did  not  think  it  agreeable  to  the  office  of  thofe, 
who  were  "  ambaffidors  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,"  to 
become  heralds  or  executors  of  this  or  any  fanguinary 
law  $  efpecially  when  they  apprehended  there  were 
ftrveral  things  in  ic  inconfiftent  with  juftice  and  equity, 
hefides  the  Eraftian  penalty  aforementioned,  Thefe 
and  other  arguments,  fet  in  a  clear  light  in  fevcral 
pamphlets  publiihed  at  that  tirv.e,  determined  us  to  join 
with  thofe  who  bore  teftimony  againft  the  reading  of 
the  forcfaid  act,  and  to  run  the  hazard  of  all  its  penal- 
ties. And  we  wifli  the  light  of  .ill  the  rr.inifters  cf 
of  Scotland  had  been  the  fame  with  ours  in  this  matter, 
which  would  have  prevented  much  divifion  and  (tum- 
bling that  different  practice*  have  occ* Cloned. 

But  yet  we  mult  cio  juftice  to  thofe  of  a  different 
light,  (o  far  as  to  own,  that  there  were  feveral  pious 
and  confeieutious  minifters  who  read  this  act,  becaufe 
of  the  quite  different  view  they  had  of  it  fiom  thofe 
who  refufed  it :  and  feeing,  by  the  w  hole  tenor  of 
their  lives  and  actions,  it  appears  they  have  acted  up* 
tightly  and  hontftly  in  other  matters,  we  are  in  cha- 
rity bound  to  think  they  a&ed  fincerely  in  this  a  I  To. 
Their  reafons  for  reading  were  >  A  finful  penalty  iu 
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the  aft,  (hould  not  hinder  their  reading  tfaofe  parts  of 
the  aft  which  might  be  lawful ;  and  they  judged  they 
were  bound  to  read  fame  parts  of  it,  to  warn  their 
people  of  the  danger  of  harbouring  or  fuccouring  the 
rioters.     And  they  did  not  look  on  the  penalty  (erupted 
at  ?s  any  church  cenfure,  or  Eraftian  incroachment 
upon  Chrift's  Head  (hip  ;  and,  as  they  judged,  no  more 
was  meant  by  it,  but  that  the  non-readers  (hould  for- 
feit the  magi  ft  rate's    protection  in  fitting  in  church- 
courts:  and  that  the  magi  Urate,  without  aflusning  the 
power   of  the  keys,    might  by  his  civil  power  as  s 
magiftrate,  exclude  or  render  minifters  incapable  of 
fitting  in  church- courts,     by  confining    or   baniftiag 
them.     And  they  fmcerely  declare,  that,  if  they  had 
thought  their   reading  of  that   act   had   in  the  leaft 
wronged  the  Headfhip  of  the  King  of  Zioti,  they  would 
rathtr   have    fufrVred   the  lofs   of  their   ftipemk,  or 
any  thing  elfe.     Now  charity  obligeth  us  to  believe 
pious  men  to  be  ingenuous  in  fuch  declarations. 

But,  alas  !  notwithstanding  of  all  thrfe  fhakiDg  dif- 
penfetions,  the  church  was  not  brought  to  a  right  fenfe 
of  htr  tins  and  defections ;  and  therefore  the  Lord's 
controvt'rfy  with  her  was  not  at  an  end :  for  we  find 
the  Aflemblv  17^8  continuing  in  former  ftcps,  and 
giving  new  ofiVnce  to  many  in  the  church,  by  ano- 
ther decifion  in  a  procefs  of  error.  The  magiftrates 
and  town- council  of  Edinburgh  having  chofen  Mr 
William  Wiihart  a  minifter  at  London  to  be  Principal 
of  their  college,  and  having  got  a  call  to  him  alfo 
to  be  one  of  ihe  minifters  of  the  city,  the  prelby- 
tery  of  Edinburgh  refuted  to  concur  with  the  faid 
call,  anH  chaTged  him  with  venting  feveral  erro- 
neous prrpofstions  in  two  of  his  printed  fermons, 
with  refpitt  10  the  power  and  office  of  the  magiftrate 
in  religious  iratterj-,  the  liberty  of  Chriftian  fubjefls, 
the  lubftribing  of  Confeflioro,  the  education  of  child- 
ren, the  influence  of  arguments  taken  from  the  awe  of 
fu-ure  rewards  and  punilhments,  his  exceflive  charity 
to  Heathens  and  others  who  rejeft  the  gofpel-  offers  and 
inftitutions,  and  the  finful  and  corrupt  itate  of  all  men 
from  their  birth,  &c.  This  affair  being  brought  by  ap- 
peals 
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peala  to  the  General  Affembly,  and  Mr  Wifliart  having 
made  his  explications,  and  given  in  a  fubfcribed  decla- 
ration of  his  adhering  to  the  Confeflion  of  Faith,  and 
the  particular  articles  of  it  which  hie  proportions  feem- 
ed  to  oppofc,  and  alfa  of  his  disclaiming  all  errors  what- 
fomever  (whether  charged  upon  him  in  the  prefbvtery** 
articles  or  not)  that  are  contrary  to  the  Confeflion  of 
Faithv  or  any  article  of  it ;  the  Aflembly  thereupon. 
afinhied  Mr  WiQiart  from  the  procefs  againft  him,  and 
alio  they  futtained  his  call  to  be  one  of  the  minifters  of 
Edinburgh,  and  appointed  the  prefbytery  to  admit  him 
as  fuch. 

Here  we  cannot  but  teftify  againft  fuch  foft  proceed- 
ings, whether  in  the  cafe  of  Profeffor  Campbell,  Do&or 
Wifhart,  or  others  procefled  for  error j  feeing  we  judge 
it  far  from  being  fufficient  to  terminate  a  procefs  for 
error,  or  to  vindicate  perfons  accufed  of  it,  that  they 
explain  their  words  into  a  found  and  orthodox  fenfe, 
though  perhaps  contrary  to  the  obvious  meaning  of  them, 
according  to  the  plain  and  ordinary  acceptation  of  words; 
or  that  they  profefs  their  adherence  to  our  Confeflion 
of  Faith,  and  its  articles,  which  their  tenets  are  thought 
to  contradict.  For  a  heretic,  when  in  hazard  of  cen- 
fure,  may  make  a  fhift  to  put  an  orthodox  fenfe  upon 
his  words,  if  that  will  fave  him,  though  it  fhould  be 
quite  contrary  to  the  common  fenfe  and  meaning  of 
them ;  and  he  may  declare  his  owning  the  words  of 
our  Confeflion  of  Faith,  and  yet  affix  a  fenfe  and  mean- 
ing to  them  direclly  oppoGte  to  the  known  fentiment9 
and  do&rine  of  this  church  :  fo  that  it  is  plain,  fuch  a 
loofe  fuperficial  way  of  managing  a  procefs  for  error,  19 
not  an  effectual  way  to  fupprefs  it.  Wherefore  we 
think  it  further  neceffary  for  that  end,  that  thofe  who 
are  procefled  for  venting  error  or  unfound  propofitions, 
fhould  particularly  and  direclly  renounce  the  erroneous 
tenets  and  principles  charged  upon  them,  upon  account 
of  their  words,  and  the  unfound  fenfe  which  they  natu- 
rally convey  *,  and  that  they  be  at  lead  rebuked  for  de- 
parting from  the  form  of  found  words  contained  in  the 
word  of  God,  and  our  ftandards,  which  are  framed 
agreeable  thereunto.  We  fee  it  is  God's  cxprefs  com- 
3  L  2  mand 
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mand  concerning  fuch  men,  Titus  i.  13.  u  Wherefore 
rebuke  them  (bar  ply,  that  they  may  be  found  in  the 
faith."  Sharp  rebukes  prcferve  foundnefa,  but  caff  ab- 
folutions  encourage  error.  No  (boner  is  Dr^  Wilhirt 
aflbilzied,  but  he  falls  a  recommending  and  prefacing 
books  of  bad  charafter,  fuch  as  Dr  Whitchcot'a  fermons, 
that  favour  of  Socinianifm,  as  the  Reverend  Mr  Biflet 
of  Aberdeen  makes  appear  in  a  letter  he  hath  lately  ' 
publifhed.  Ah!  how  low  muft  the  cafe  of  this  poor 
church  he,  when  the  head  of  the  mod  frequented  col- 
lege  in  Scotland  recommends  fuch  books  in$uni  for 
college-ftudents  and  preachers  to  form  upon ! 

These  and  other  proceedings  of  our  Afifemblies  were 
very  grievous  to  many  worthy  minifters  and  others  in 
this  church ;  and  the  four  feceding  brethren  before 
mentioned,  with  other  four,  viz.  Mefirs  Nairn,  R. 
Erfkine,  Mair,  and  Thomfon,  who  afterwards  joined 
them,  took  occafion  from  fuch  a&ings,  to  carry  their 
feceflion  and  feparation  to  very  great  heights,  by  Kcen- 
fing  preachers,  invading  parifhes,  and  preaching  upfc- 
paration  every  where,  not  fparing  their  beft  friends, 
nor  thofe  who  difiented  from  the  evils  of  the  time,  and 
tork  all  regular  methods  to  teftify  againft  them  5  but 
charging  the  whole  miniftry  with  very  black  things. 
They  alfo  framed  an  A£l  and  Teftimony  of  many  (heets, 
with  very  much  of  church  authority  in  it,  which  they 
required  all  their  followers  to  adhere  to.  Though  we 
own  t^ere  were  many  good  things  in  it,  yet  there  were 
alfo  many  miftakes  in  it,  and  miireprefentation  of  fads, 
very'harlh  and  unfuitable  expreflions,  and  alfo  bitter 
refL'&ions  againft  their  brethren,  and  even" our  worthy 
forefathers,  &c  Thtfe  things  being  laid  before  the 
AiTembly,  they  appointed  the  minifters  of  the  prefby- 
teries  and  fynods  where  the  faid  brethren' re  fide,  to  be 
at  all  p*in?,  by  conference,  and  ©thtr  gentle  means  of 
periuafion,  to  reclaim  them ;  and  to  report  their  dili- 
gence to  the  commiffion,  whom  they  impowered,  if 
they  fhould  fee  caufe,  to  take  all  proper  fteps  to  fid  the 
laid  eight  brethren  before  the  Afiembly  1739.  Accord- 
ingly,  thefe  eight  brethren  were  libelled  and  cited  to 
the  faid  Afiembly,  who  all  compeared  before  them  in 

the 
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the  capacity  of  a  conftitute  judicatory ;  and,  inftead  of 
anfwering  to  their  libel,  they  by  their  Moderator  read 
an  a£k  of  their  court,  condemning  the  judicatories  of 
the  national  church  as  not  being  lawful  courts  of  Chrift, 
and  declining  all  their  authority  and  jurifdi&ion  over 
them;  Upon  which  they  withdrew,  and  attended  the 
Aflembly  no  more.  Whereupon  the  Affembly  pad  an 
a&  concerning  them,  declaring,  "  That  for  their  decli- 
nature, contempt,  and  fchifmatical  courfes,  contrary  to 
their  tows;  and  for  the  many  groundlefs  and  calumni- 
ous reflections  which  they  have  cad  on  the  church  and 
her  judicatories,  they  deferve  deposition  :  but  that  they 
xefolvcd  to  forbear  them  another  .year,  to  give  them 
further  time  to  bethink  themfelves,  and  return  to  their 
duty ;  and  they  appointed  them  to  be  cited  to  the  next 
Affembly  1740.*' 

Being  cited  accordingly,  and  not  compearing,  the 
AfTembly  1740  proceeded  to  depofe  the  whole  eight 
brethren.  But  there  having  been  debates  about  word- 
ing the  fentence,  and  different  fenfes  put  on  it,  we  mud 
look  to  the  words  themfelves,  which  are,  "  They  de- 
pofe them  from  the  office  of  the  holy  miniftry,  prohi- 
biting them  to  excrcife  the  fame  within  this  church." 
And  we  muft  fay,  we  are  forry  to  fee  a  fen  re  nee  of  this 
fort  fo  ambiguous.  If  thefc  words,  Within  this  Church% 
be  connccled  with  the  word  Depofe^  as  well  as  with  the 
word  Prohibite,  they  mean  no  more  but  that  they  de- 
pofe them  from  being  minifters  of  this  church  -,  arid 
many  who  voted  it  fay  they  meant  no  more  •,  fo  that, 
in  this  fenfe,  the  fentence  is  only  a  looting  of  their  re- 
lation from  the  national  church;  which  the  brethren 
themfelves  had  done  in  effe£r,  by  their  feceflion.  from 
her*  by  their  renouncing  all  her  authority  and  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  refuting  all  communion  with  any  of  her  mi- 
nifters. But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  words,  Within 
this  Church,  be  not  connected  with  the  word  Depofe, 
tben  the  Aflembly  meant  to  depofe  them  fimpliciter 
from  the  office  of  the  miniftry  itfelf:  and  in  this  fenfe 
many  members  underftood  the  fentence ;  and  therefore 
a  good  many  voted  againft  it,  and  diffented  from  it. 
F*>r  .though  they  did  not  approve  of  their  wild  divifive 
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prnftice0,  yet  they  had  not  freedom  to  unminifter  them, 
feeing  rhey  looked  upon  them  as  pious  orthodox  Fret 
byterian  m'niQerfi,  wKo  had  been  ufeful  in  the  church, 
and  might  Hill  he  ufeful  in  preaching  Chrift  to  loft 
prri flung  finners.  And,  if  the  fentcnce  be  taken  up  in 
this  fenfe,  we  join  with  thofe  who  t  edified  again  ft  it-;  in 
regard  we  think  the  world  cannot  eafily  fpare  any  of 
thofe  miniflers  who  are  upright  and  zealnu*  in  preach' 
ing  a  crucified  Jefus  to  fallen  men,  efpecially  at  a  time 
when  Deif.n  and  dry  moral  difcourTes  are  like  to  thruft 
out  true  Cbriftianity.  Neither  do  we  thinjc  it  w"as  time 
for  the  church  to  proceed  to  cenfurt  the  brethren,  till 
once  they  lnd  done  all  they  could  to  remove  the  evils 
and  rcdrtfri  the  grievances  which  were  the  grounds  of 
their  fcparation,  and  thereby  had  made  them  inexcuf-  ■ 
able  in  their  fchifm  ;  which,  a1  as  !  is  far  from,  being 
done.  And  as  for  the  brethrens  licenfing  of  preachers, 
which  is  one  aiticle  of  their  libel,  the  AfiemMy  and 
com  million  might  prevent  that,'  if  they  pleafed  to  ob- 
frrve  our  good  rules,  and  particularly  the  14th  aft  of 
A  (km  My  x7y>  againil  intrufions;  feeing  it  is  rnani« 
felt,  that,  by  every  new  irirufion  and  forced  fettlement 
T-.-hich  tluy  make,  they  give  encouragement  to  the  bre- 
thren to  trtcT:  ?  new  tent,  wul  licenfe  a  new  preacher; 
2nd,  till  fucli  time  as  tht-y  fhall  ceafe  from  the  one, 
they  cannot  well  expect  the  brethren  will  ceafe  from 
the  other.  And,  with  refpedt  to  feveral  other  parts 
and  articles  of  their  libel,  we  think  them  too  general, 
and  no  ways  fo  particular,  nor  duly  laid,  as  ought  to 
have  been  in  a  prei  ers  of  this  kind  ;  and  fome  of  the 
■■»»oit  material  things  charged  again  ft  the  brethren  arc 
left  ou?. 

But  as  we  cannot  juftify  the  AfTembly  in  their  con- 
duit* fo  neither  can  we  vindicatethe  brethren  in  theirs. 
And  feeing  wc  propefed.  in  this  performance  to  give  a 
fair  and  impartial  teftimony  agr.iuit  the  defections  and 
t  vils  of  the  time,  whether  upon  one  fide  or  another,  we 
fhall  briefly  mention  fome  of  our  feceding  brethrens  rfe- 
hebens  and  ftrayings  from  ihe  good  old  paths;  which 
they  have  b?en  led  ir.ro,  p^rzly  by  their  own  precipi- 
tancy 
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.taricy  and  mifgiiided  fe.»al,  an!  partly  by  the  headftrong 
humours  of  thz'it  followers  ;  Such  as, 

1.  Their  unprecedented  feceflion  which  they  have 
made  from  their  mother  church,  and  the  lamentable 
fchifrn  they  hare  betrun  and  carried  on  with  fo  much 
heat  and  uncharitiibleiiel>,  when  they  were  under  no 
heceffity  of  going  into  any  (inful  terms  of  communion. 

:and  when  they  were  joined  with  a  body  of  faithful 
minifters  who  witnefTed  againft:  the, evils  complained  of, 
as  well  as  they.  Our  hiliories  aflure  in,  that  fuch  a 
fchtfrnatical  courfe  is  contrary  to 'what  was  the  the  ap- 
prover! judgment  and  pra&ice  of  oar  reforming  ancrt- 
. tors' for  above  an  hundred  years  after  our  reformation 
from  Popery,  though  fomerimes  they  had.  greater  profo- 
cation  to  it  than  our  fa  ceding  brethren  had. 

2.  They  botli  feceded,  and  conftituted  themfelves  ia- 
to  a  prefbytery  for  the  exercife  of  difcipliue  and  gpvem- 
meht  through  the  whole  national  church,  without  erir 
confulting  with  their  brethren  and  fathers  in  it,  whom 
they  then  owned  to  be  a  numerous  body  of  faithfal 
nrinifters':  though  they  could  not  but  forefee  that  the 

"faid  body  of  miniftervwith  their  docks,  would  be  much 
affefted,  nay  diftreffed,  ihaken,  perplexed,  and  rent,  by 
fuch  lingular  and  extraordinary  iteps  as  tiiey  were  tak« 
ing. 

3.  Their  irreverend  and  difrefpe&ful  carriage  t?j- 
ward#  their  mother  church,  to  whom  they  hid  folemn- 
Jy  vowed  fubmiihon  ;  as  appears  in  their  Declmalim* 
wherein  they  difown  all  her  authority  and  jurifdidiou 
over  them,  and  pronounced  judicially  a  fenteticc  of 
their  newly  eredted  prefbyttry  againlt  the  General 
Aeflmbly,  and  all  the  other  judicatories  of  the  church, 
Finding  and  Declaring  that  they  are  not  lawful 
courts  of  Chrift  9  which  fentence  they  prefuoied  formal- 
ly to  intirrute  in  face  of  the  General  Aflembly  by  their 
moderator,  before  many  witneffo,  May  17th  173$. 
They  ought  to  have  remembered,  that  the  laws  both  of 
God  ar\d  man  do  highly  iefent  childrcns  beating*  cur- 
fing  or  maltreating  their  mother,  even  when  the  is 
fomewhat  fevere  and  out  of  her  duty  to  them  ;  an  i 
fhat  it  is  necsfTiry  that  zeal  lhould  bs  attended  with 
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meelneft,  courteoufnefs,  and  humblenefs  of  mind. 
Surely  fuch  a  de c^i nature  and  fnch  a  fentence  as  theirs, 
wculJ  feem  to  import  no  lefs  than  the  unchurching  the 
the  v  hole  church,  .  nd  unminiftering  her  whole  minif- 
trv,  fvii'hful  *Wy  and  all,  as  if  they  were  all  given  up 
to  ii-me  dr  adful  apoftafy  or  fundamental  errors-  Now, 
we  are  pretty  fure  there  are  few  judicious  orthodox  di- 
vines in  the  world  that  will  adventure  to  unchurch  the 
church  of  Scotland,  or  declare  her  no  church  of  Chrift, 
for  all  the  faint*  (he  hath.  They  have  owned  others 
as  the  churches  of  Chrift,  who  have  been  as  corrupt  as 
fhe,  if  not  more.  Nay,  the  glorious  Head  of  the  churchy 
the  beft  Judge,  hath  owned  fome  no  lefs  corrupt,  as 
gdJcn  tanileflichs%  walked  in  them,  and  held  communion 
v  ith  them  \  fuch  as  the  church  of  Corinth,  fome  of  the 
churches  of  Afia,  Oalatia  and  other  places.  And  is  it 
thark-wenhy  in  any  of  the  members  to  outrun  the 
Head,  or  to  be  more  forward  to  unchurch  his  churches, 
or  to  unminifter  his  mimfters,  than  he  himlelf  inclines 
to  be. 

4  We  cannot  juftify  the  brethren  in  refuGng  to  re- 
turn to  afiiit  thete  whom  they  owned  to  be  a  body  of 
faithful  miniiters,  to  promote  a  work  of  reformation; 
when  by  a  furprifmg  providence  they  had  got  the  upper- 
hand  in  the  AfTembly  17^4,  and  were  doing  all  they 
could  to  remove  the  evils  they  complained  of,  and  had 
got  the  door  opened  for  them,  and  the  aft  1732  i^neal- 
ed,  which  was  the  great  occafion  cf  their  protefting  aod 
feceding;  and  were  mod  willing  to  do  every  tiling 
in  their  pouer  to  fatisfy  them  and  all  the  friends  of  re- 
formation. Lut  after  they  had  continued  for  two  or 
three  years  to  itruggle  even  above  their  ilrength,  and 
thereby  had  get  many  good  things  done,  (Till  hoping 
their  brethren  would  return  to  their  afliftance ;  they 
were  grievoufiy  difcouraged  when  they  faw  them  ftill 
bent  upon  their  begun  ichifm,  fo  as  to  fee  at  nought  all 
they  had  been  doing,  and  mifconftrucl  their  molt  ho- 
ne it  defigns  -,  yea,  they  were  at  length  fo  diflitartencd 
by  their  measures,  that  many  of  them  gave  over  tra- 
velling, and  attending  the  Aflemblies, -who  thereupon, 

that  it  is 
manifeft 


Jf-Pilr  bn8  ttopfrtial  Tettimtmy.  46$ 


iftiafcifeft  die  brtthrens  wilfulnefr  in  their  dividing  1 
pota5ftopvto  a  begun  national  reformation,  which,  tf 
they  had  favoured  and  ftrtick  in  with,  might  have  been 
advanced  very  far  through  the  bleffing  of  God,  an4 
-ftiany  difmal  cdnfequences  of  then-  fdui'm  prevented.  •** 
5-  We  muft  difapprove  the  brethren  in  feeeding  not 
only  from  the  church,  but  alfo  from  their  old  Chriftian 
temper  and  difpofition,  and  from  that  royal  law  of  love 
and  charity  which  they  once  preached  up :  this  appears 
in  their  excluding  from  the  room  they  once  had  in 
their  charity  and  communion,  all  their  old  friends  and 
acquaintances,  though  never  fo  found  and  pious,  or 
'willing  to  fpend  or  be  fpent  for  Chrift  and  foiils,  if 
they  have  not  light  to  fecede  and  join  with  them. 
Whatever  efteem  of  them  they  had  before,  they  muft 
How  no  longer  employ  them,  hear  the.ir,  nor  preach 
i&r  them*     Now,  why  (hould  they  treat  the  body  of 
jaithful  rhinifters,  they -once  took  fweet  coUnfel  with, 
•s  if  they  were  grofs  apoftates,  when  it  is  notour  they 
continue  the  very  fame  men  they  were  before,  when 
the  brethren  fat  with  them  in  judicatories?  Tiiey  ftill 
witnefs  and  contend  for  rdfbr motion  principles,  as  weH 
its  they ;  they  ijive  teftimony  againft  licenfing  or  or* 
•dairrirtg  corrupt  men,  and  agjinft  all  errors  and  intra- 
fions ;  againft  countenancing  patronages,  arid  accept- 
ing presentations  ;  againft  all  encroachments  made  up- 
on the  rights  of  the  church  and  Chriftlan  people,  and 
topon-the  HcadThip  of  Chrift  over  the  church;  againft 
the  preaching  up  a  fort  of  Heathen  morality,  and  the 
tiegleQ  of  the  true  preachi»*g  of  Ghrift  and  gofpel 
hofinefs,  &c.     Now,  what  muft  be  the  reafon  for  the 
brethrens  feparating  and  departing  from  their  old  friend?* 
as  if  they  were  beco  ne  Papifts  or  Mahometans  ?    Is  it 
a  good  feafon,  becaufe  they  continue  to  witnefs  againft 
the  evils  of  the  time  in  the  judicatories  as  they  did  be- 
fore, and  not  in  conjunction  with  the  eight  feccders  ? 
Why  muft  it  now  become  fuch  a  deadly  fin  for  worthy 
men  to  go  with  Jcfeph  and  Nicodemui  to  backflidrog 
judicatories,  to  plead  with  their  mother,  to  teftify  a-, 
gaiuft  corruptions,  to  do  all  they  can  to  hold  out  Kng- 
itti  prelacy  and  ceremonies,  and  maintain  the  national 
Vcl.  IV  3  M  eftabliftunen* 
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efUMHtrmcnt  of  prtfbytery*  and  a  found  ConfeiEon  of 
Jfrpth,  ask)  to  drive  to  do  M  the  good  in  their  power! 
— ****-!  waiting  foT  better  times,  when  God  will  open 


Ac  eyes  of  men  to  fee  the  evil  of  their  ways  i  Now, 

,4fcnica  hcmcH  men  think  thefe  ends  may  be   better  an* 

<  JwCftd  by  going  to  judicatories  than  by  joining  a  fev 

fjflfecfederst  ought  not  their  brethren  to  forbear  them,  mil 

fllow  them  the  fame  place  in   their  charity  and  com- 

ttllllkm  they  had  before  ? 

i.  &  We  cannot  approve  of  their  marking  fo  ttanwlj 
jibe  failings  miftakes,  and  wrong  fteps  of  their  fincere 
go41y  brethren,  as  they  do ;  and*  in  (lead  of  covering 
'  Jm4  forgiving  their  weaknefles  (as  Chrift  rnjoini)  ag- 
gravating and  magnifying  them  fo,  as  to  make  every 
jniftake  a  dangerous  error  and  defection  ;  and  not  only 
dping  thai  'U[  private  converfation,  but  going  to  the 
^pulpit,  and  proclaiming  them  at  times  of  g  re  ate  ft  coj> 
jcourfe,  fuch  as  facrament  oc  cations,  which  mould  be 
feafts  of  love  and  charity  among  Chriftians,  and  not 
engines  of  il  rife  and  debate.  Such  an  uncharitable 
courfe  we  judge  the  ready  way  to  mar  the  ufefulnefr 
of  many  of  Chrifl'g  faithful  fervants  in  his  vineyard, 
tending  both  to  break  their  miniltry,  and  break  their 
hearts  at  once;  to  fcatter.  their -poor  flocks,  and'40 
great  harm  to  many  precious  fouls* 
.  7*  Likewife  we  mud  witnefs  againft  their  exciting 
and  ftirring  up  poor  people  plainly  and  directly  to  learc 
their  godly  paftors,  by  whom  many  of  the ra, hare  bees 
brought  to  Chriftj  and  doing  fo  at  the  very  titae  while 
they  are  feeding  and  profiting  under  their  minjftrf  5 
and  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  thefe  minifteri 
Jiave  not  freedom  to  join  in  their  feceffion  and  te(& 
mony,  &c.  yea,  perfuading  the  people  to  leave  thefe 
and  come  to  them,  as  they  would  not  fall  under  the 
curfe  of  Meroz,  &c.  and  doing  this  both  when  ftey 
preach  at  home,  and  when  they  invade  the'  parishes  of 
others  abroad.  We  cannot  but  teftify  againft  foeh 
flock-fcattering  do&rine  and  practices,  as  moft  finfeU 
and  judge  it  to  be  a  counterfeiting  of  our  Lord's  words, 
"  He  that  defpifeth  you  defpifeth  me,"  and  alfo  great 
cruelty  to  go  and  pluck, weak  children  from  the  beaftst 

while 
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while  fucking  ftrength  and  nourifhment  from  pure  or- 
dinances, and  to  tell  them  (as  feceders  do)  that,fome 
few  occafional  meals,  like  their  itinerant  fermons, 
will  be  better  for  them,  though  perhaps  they  are 
not  To  good  as.  their  daily  fare.  This  doftrine  tends  N 
to  ruin  fouls,  by  foftering  ignorance,  error,  infi- 
delity, loofenefs,  carnality,  worldlinefs,  Sabbath  break- 
ing,  and  all  forts  of  profanity  through  the  land  5 
for  thus  many  thoufands  of  ignorant  Chriftlefs  fouls, 
if  thev  obey  them,  muft  fit  at  home  on  the  Lord's  day, 
and  live  without  the  gofpel,  except  when  they  get  a 
tranCent  fcrmon  of  this  kind  now  and  then  from  a 
feceder. 

8.  We  muft  alfo  bear  witnefs  againft  the  brethren, 
their  narrowing  the  terms  both  of  minifterial  and  Chrif- 
tian  communion,  fo  as  no  reformed  church  ever  did.  1. 
As  to  minifterial,  they  have  come  the  length  to  refufe 
communion  with  the  moft  drift  and  holy  minifter  in 
Scotland,  if  he  do  not  fecede  and  approve  of  their  long 
aft  and  teftimriny,  notwithftanding  of  the  many  vifible 
blemiihes  that  are  in  it.  And  this  they  do  in  con* 
tradi&ion  to  their  proteftation  at  their  firft  feceflion, 
Nov.  16.  1733,  by  which  they  profefs  ftill  to  hold 
communion  with  all  true  Prefbyterians,  who  groan 
under  the  evils  of  the  time,  and  wreftle  againft  them  : 
and  again,  they  fay  the  fame  in  their  firft  teftimony, 
page  95.  But  they  continued  (hort  while  in  that  mode- 
rate difpofuion ;  for  they  foon  came  to  refufe  com- 
munion with  all  minifters  but  thefe  of  their  own 
prefbytery.  2-  As  to  Chriftian  communion,  they  go 
a  prodigious  length  in  excommunicating  from  the 
Lord's  table  all  who  hear  or  communicate  with  any 
other  minifters,  although  thefe  minifters  might  poflibly 
be  the  inftruments  of  their  converfion,  and  fignally 
bleffed  to  them ;  and  men  upon  whom  they  can  charge 
no  deftdion  or  fault,  but  their  not  feceding  from  the 
churchy  and  acceding  to  their  long  teftimony  in  all 
points.  Surely,  for  men  to  prefcribe  fuch  new  terms 
of  communion  to  God's  children  before  they  can  get 
their  bread,  terms  not  appointed  by  the  Head,  is  both 
to  incroach  upon  the  headship  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
3  M  2  break' 


htflk   In  upon  that   article  of  our  Creed,   Thi   mm* 

9»  Wo  awift  rrg*er   their  cafting  flsnders  on  their 

ipgFtfcf  frwdot*  and  on  their  mother  church,  in  their 

'  JJKf *tulTf/titmt  y^  arid  other  pmers  emitted  or  adopted 

By  tfeerjft  ;-  particularly  by  aELedping,   that  the  AfiVm^y 

169*  (which   con  filled   of  many    confeflars     and    old 

Jk'iefor*}4*  made   no  particular  acknowledgment  of 

tn*  backfli<tifi      of  the  land   under  prelacy  ;     and  that 

VXY  declared  the  perfidious  prelates  were  not  to  be 

j^rpofittL  for  their  treacherous  defections  :     That  the 

yrUmUpnjt  which  met  at  that  time  impofed  the  oath 

Of  allegiance,  to  exclude  the  oath  of  the  covenant: 

$hat  Ffcpfcflbr  Simfon  and  Proftfior-  Campbell's  errors, 

1  Md  tfem -xqvoure-d  by   the  Aflembly's  Shorter    Catc- 

chifrji  fc*tffd,  have  ov<  rfpread  tin*  church  like:  a  flood: 

Tfcflt  thf  judicatories  have  overturned  the  foundations 

. bfi  tfee  dewine  and  government  of  Chr ill's  church: 

That  they  have  fubver ted  both  her  doctrine  and  won 

0£p  *    That  they  have  done  what  in  them  lay  to  ptiH 

the  crown  off  ChruTs  head  :     That  they  have  refufed 

to  gr?e  him  the  glory  of  hit  fupveme  Deity,  and  j* 

yolved  themfelves  in  denying  the  Son  of  God,  wfckk. 

i$  one  fpecial  mark  of  Antichriff  :    they  have  *ad* 

(inful  terms  of  communion,  &c.  For  att  which  ft* 

Teftimony,  firft  Edit  Paiges  51,  53,  591,  105,  109, 144 

M4»  *45>  U8.  beftdes  others  of  their  papers.  ,  TW* 

are  but  a  f  watch  of  the  many  falfe  afperuorjs  eontaiaid 

in  their  writings  be  fides  thofe  which  they  dafy  oft 

upon  their  brethren  in  their  fermens.     Alas !  thai  to* 

ihren,  who  are  concerned  for  the  feme  gofpel  intewftt 

ftould  take  fuch  methods  to  (lander  their  own.  «* 

ther's  fans,  to  difcredit  their  perfonB  and  bla£tWf 

piniftry;    cfpecially  when  God  is  plcafed  to  cow- 

tenance  feverals  of  them  remarkably   in  their  work- 

There  are  indeed  many  evils  in  the  national  ehurchi 

but  it  is  (inful  to  calumniate  her,  and  make  her  dff* 

fe&ions  greater  than  they  are. 

But  not  withftanding  of  ail  thefe  extravagant  Sept 
and  accufations  of  our  feceding  brethren,  eccafioped 
through  their  intemperate  party  zeal ;  we  ftiU  have  ret 

gaid 
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gard  to  feveral  of  thera,  as  good  men  upon  the  main, 
and  ufefal  preachers  of  a  crucified  Jefus $  and  upon 
that  account  we  wiib  well  to  them  ;  not  doubting  but 
they  have  as  good  title  to  onr  charity  as  the  Donatifts 
and  Novarians  of  old,  and  the  Brounifts  and  M'Milla- 
nites  of  later  years.  And  we  pray  God  to  incline  thei* 
hearts  to  unite  with  other  godly  mini  Iters. 

As  we  have  thus  endeavoured  to  give  our  impartial 
teftimony  againft  the  defections  and  wrong  fteps  of 
the  national  church,  and  iikewife  of  thefe  who  hare 
of  late  feparated  from  her ;  fo  we  do  alfo  bear  our 
teftimony  againft  the  defections  of  the  Epifcepal  clergy 
in  meeting-houfes  through  Scotland.  Ah,  how  wo- 
fully  have  they  degenerated  from  the  principles  an 4 
practice  of  their  fathers  !  Of  old  their  fathers  did  not 
differ  much  from  the  eftabliftied  church* government^ 
their  do&rine  and  worflhip  being  very  much  the  fame : 
but  now  they  are  generally  faid  to  be  Arminian  and 
erroneous  in  their  dc&rine.  And  upon  our  incorpo- 
rating union  with  England,  and  the  Toleration  in 
I712.  they  changed  their  way  of  worfliip,  and  fell  in 
with  the  EngliQi  fervice  and  ceremonies  which  their 
fathers  would  never  receive,  and  which  many  Presby- 
terian writers  have  refuted  to  excellent  purpofe.  Tho* 
this  was  a  very  great  and  remarkable  change  in  the 
Scots' Epifcopal  clergy,  yet  now  it  appears  to  have  been 
introdudive  to  a  greater  :  for,  being  ftrongly  attached 
to  Jacobite  principles  and  a  popilh  Pretender,  they 
were  thereby  induced  to  entertain  favourable  thoughts 
of  other  Popim  fuperftitions  and  errors,  which  at 
length  many  of  them  began  to  vent  and  (land  up  for : 
fuch  as,    A  middle  (late    for  fouls  after  death,  and 

Srayers  for  the  dead  :  The  making  the  facranient  of 
Re  Lord's  fupper  a  proper  faenfice  or  propitiatory 
oblation  for  fin,  and  mixing  the  facramental  wine  with 
water :  Pleading  for  the  ntceflity  of  abfoiution  by  a 

Jjrieft,  and  confefiion  of  fins  to  him,  in  order  to  the 
orgivenefs  of  fin :  The  anointing  with  oil  in  bap- 
tifm  and  other  cafes :  The  neceffity  of  Epifcopal  or- 
dination and  b^ptifm  to  falvation  :  Arid  tne  praftics 
of  bowing  towards  the  altar,  and  at  the  name  of  Jefus, 

with 
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with  other  PopiAi  pra^ices,  for  which  they  have  ncr 
foundation  nor  warrant  in  the  Bible,  bat  Urthe  teaMTh 
Wherefore  they  do  not  much  encourage  their  peop* 
to  read  the  Scriptures,  unlefs  it  be  with  -fadr^emfci 
mentiries  as  the);  recommed  to  them  j  telling  Hikm 
that  tbey  nioft  only  receive  the  feafe  and  imaidkf 
of  the  Scriptures  from  the  church  or  clergy,  ai*d<k| 
muft  have  a  fpeeial  regard  to  ancient  liturgies  frttot, 
councils,  traditions,  Sec.  And,  becaufe  the  Eogttr 
prayer  book  doth  not  favour  fome  of  their  new  t£ 
ages,  they  would  have  fome  places  of  it  altered,  or  a 
new  liturgy  compofed.  In  the  prayers  for  thfe  chords 
they  leave  out  the  words  in  the  Englifh  Liturgy,  Chttfdi . 
militant  here  in  earth,  to  favour  prayers  for  the  dead*, 
and  alfi>  they  begin  to  favour  trie  Arians,  by  psjjor*- 
Ver  the  Atnanafian  Creed  in  their  public  vrv&jf*- 
Thcfe  innovations  have  occaGoned  in  feveral  ptaoesnif 
mat  diviGons  both  among  the  clergy  and  popple  riot 
ftitt  the  innovating  clergy  gam  pound  agaiaft  tfcdfe 
who  are  more  orthodox :  and  when  they  find  people 
offended,  or  ready  to  leave  them,  upon  account  of  their 
innovations,  they  either  deny  them,  or  artfully  palliate 
them,  until  they  get  the  people  (who  are  but  too  trad- 
able) reconciled  to  them ;  and  thus  they  are  gradually 
drawing  nearer  to  the  fuperftitions  and  idolatry  of 
Rome  from  time  to  time.  Yea,  fome' of  them  begin 
to  preface  and  recommend  Popifti  books,  which  con- 
tain devotions  and  prayers  to  tne  virgin  Mary,  and  to 
the  faints,  befides  other  errors.  May  the  Lord  flop 
their  career,  and  preferve  the  land  from  an  inunda- 
tion of  Popery,  that  Antichriftian,  tyrannical,  bloodji 
blafphemous,  idolatrous  and  damnable  religion  !    . 

In  fuch  a  time  of  general  defection  and  degeneracy 
in  this  and  other  churches,  when  infidelity,  error,  fa* 
perdition,  lukewarmnefs,  deadnefs,  carnality,  profane- 
nefs,  fchifm  and  divisions  were  on  the  growing- hand; 
what  might  have  been  dxpe&ed  from  a  holy  and  juft 
God,  thus  dreadfully  provoked,  but  that  he  would  re- 
move our  candleftick  out  of  its  place,  or  come  againft 
us  with  fome  defolating  judgment  i  But,  behold !  in* 
Head  thereof,  God  is  pleafed  to  glorify  his  .fovereign 

mercy 
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mercy  and  free  girace  in  pitying  his  forlorn  remnant, 
and  to  arife  and  maintain  his  own  caufe,  by  pouring 
out  his  Spirit  from  on  high  in  feveral  parts,  to  renew 
the  decayed  face  of  the  earth.  Amazing  gooJnefs! 
when  the  enemy  was  coming  in  as  an  overflowing  flood, 
and  God  in  juftice  might  have  given  us  all  up  for  a 
prey  to  him,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  pleafed  to  lift  up  a. 
ftandard  againft  him  in  a  very  furprifing  manner,  for 
reviving  his  own  work  in  many  places  through  the 
world,  and  in  this  land  in  particular. 

In  or  about  the  years  1732  or  1733,  the  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  people  of  Saltz- 
burg  in  Germany,  who  were  living  in  Popifh  darknef?, 
in  a  mod  uncommon  manner;  fo  that  above  twenty' 
thoufand  of  them,  merely  by  reading  the  Bible,  which 
they  made  a  fhift  to  get  in  their  own  language,  were 
determined  to  throw  off  Popery,  and  embrace  the  re- 
formed religion ;  yea,  and  to  become  fo  very  zealous 
for  the  truth  and  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  to  be  wil- 
ling to  fufFer  the  lofs  of  ail  things  in  the  world,  and- 
a&ually  to  forfake  their  houfes,  lands,  goods,  and  rela- 
tions, that  they  might  enjoy  the  pure  preaching  of  the 
gofpel.  And  O  with  what  earneftnefs  and  tears  in  their 
eyes  did  they  befeech  Proteftant  minifters  to  preach  to 
them  in  the  places  where  they  (when  baniflied  from 
their  own  country)  came  in  different  bodies !  For  it 
pleafed  die  Lord  to  ftir  up  Proteftant  princes  and  ftates 
to  receive  them,  and  provide  for  them,  in  many  dif- 
ferent places. 

Near  to  the  fame  time,  or  about  the  year  1735  or 
1736,  the  Lord  poured  out  his  Spirit  on  many  in  Mo- 
ravia, another  country  in  Germany,  to  enlighten  them 
in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  infpire  them  with 
extraordinary  zeal  to  propagate  it  to  others;  infomuch 
that  Count  Zinzendort  bifhop  of  the  Moravian  church 
hath  fent  forth  his  miflionaries  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
not  only  in  Germany  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  but 
in  many  places  of  the  Heathen  world,  where  they  call 
the  Indians,  the  Negroes,  the  Hottentots  and  Green- 
landers,  to  the  knowledge  of  a  crucified  Chrift  5  and  we 
are  told  of  the  great  fuccef*  of  their  miniftry :  and  the 

Count 


Croat  h-lrr.fr ?f  trate?*  zrA  uiejche*  m  way  many  A 
fer*m  ard  r*TO»  traces ;  those!)  k  is  natter  of  to- 
gr*t  ?o  Fe»r  tha?  tfcefe  z*aUw  pit  ache  is  of  Chift  at 
United  w;th  frntrz1  errors ;  and  &  indeed  were  jfcienl 
©f  our  reformer*  a*  the  firfL  May  the  Lord  porge  them 
from  a!i  erTor  whstforvrr. 

LikewHe,  aboct  tLe  t**t  !7j6  there  was  a  manel- 
ou«  ou^ponrin^  of  thr  Sp'rt  upon  t^c  people  of  Nor- 
tharr.pron  in  New  Engl*?  d,  and  neiehbou-hig  pberi, 
where  G'd  Hi* played  the  ricf-es  of  hi*  grace,  and  the 
power  ct  hi-  Spirit,  in  the  wonderful  corYertion  of  fe- 
deral hundreds  in  a  fhort  rime,  tinder  the  miniftry  of 
Mr  Jonathan  Ed-vards  and  ©'hers  there-  O  how  glori- 
ous w-4t  thit  work  !  as  appears  by  the  narrative  then 
publifhed  of  it. 

M  the  farce  verv  time  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  raHe 
tip  and  qualify  a  number  of  ftudents  at  the  college  of 
Oxford,  in  our  neighbour  natron  of  Enghnd,  to  be  in- 
(brum  en  ts  of  much  good,  a! -hough  not  altogether  pttt- 
ged  from  tlie  corruptions  of  that  land.     rI"he*y  jomeB 
m  a  religious  fociety,  wherein  they  agreed  upon  certain 
methods  and  rules  for  fpending  their  time  in  fatting, 
praying,  communicating,  vifirng  the  fick  and  the  pri- 
foners,  inftru£ting  the  ignorant,  8rc.  and  hence  -mey 
were  called  Methodifts.      And,  being  afterwards  or- 
dained   to   the   miniftry,    they   preached   with  great 
warmth,  chufmg  fubjedts  very  much  negletted  in  that 
church,  fuch  as  the  dadtrine  of  grace,  of  j unification 
by  fiith  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  df  original  fin 
and  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  of  the  nature  and  ne- 
crility  of  regeneration,  and  the  new  birth,  &c.     Theft 
doftrines  being  new,  they  were  much  admired  and  fol- 
lowed wherever  they  preached :  they  ufed  alfo  a  good 
deal  of  freedom  in  fpeaking  againlt  the  loofe  and  ne- 
gligent clergy,  for  which  they  were  at  length  denied 
the  ufe  of  churches  ;  w!  ereupon  they  went  and  preach- 
v\\  in  the  fields,   in  houfes,  and  wherever  they  might 
Ji.tvc  uccefr,  collecting  mrn-jy  for  ere£ting  fchools,  hof- 
|iit;ils,  and  other  pious  ule»-»  ;  travelling  to  many  places, 
niwl  preaching  every  day,  and  ievcral  times  in  one  day, 
having  many  ihoufauds  to  litar  them,  in  London,  finf- 
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tttl,  Gloucefter,  through  Wales,  and  very  many  places 
i&  England.  Many  of  their  hearers  were  brought  un* 
dtar  great  impreffions,  (bedding  tears,  and  crying  our> 
*  What  (hall  we  do  to  be  fared  in  And  great  chan* 
ge$  were  made  upon  very  profligate  perfons,  and  up* 
on  feverals  who  went  to  feoff  and  ridicule  them. 
Alfo  many  of  the  clergy  were  quickened  to  their  work 
by  them. 

In  the  year  1740,  Mr  Whitefield,  one  of  the 
fofefald  Methodifts,  went  to  New  England,  and  Mf 
Gilbert  Tennettt  after  him,  where  they  preached 
fortfte  months  two  or  three  times  every  day,  with 
lingular  and  extraordinary  fuccefs,  the  people  be- 
ing greatly  awakened,  efpecially  by  Mr  Tennent** 
preaching  5  fo  that  there  followed  a  remarkable  change 
upon  their  lives,  and  a  wonderful  revival  and  ap- 
pearance of  religion  through  all  that  country  for  fe« 
vtral  years.  The  like  alfo  was  very  obfervable  in  Pefl- 
fylvania,  and  the  Jerfeys,  about  the  fame  time.  It  is  to 
be  regrcted,  that  the  work  began  to  be  much  clouded 
by  fome  aealous  but  imprudent  minifters,  and  a  fet  of 
illiterate  exhorters,  who  went  through  the  country 
preaching  and  venting  errors,  and  fometimes  very  raft 
cenfbres  againft  their  brethren,  and  fome  of  them  pre- 
tending to  vifions,  prophecy,  and  great  attainments* 
and  running  into  feveral  extravagancies ;  upon  which 
account  fome  hare  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  whole 
work  asr  Enthujiafm  and  Delufton.  But  it  being  Satan's 
ordinary  way,  when  he  fees  Chrift's  kingdom  advancing 
in  a  place,  to  exert  himfelf  to  bring  a  reproach  upon 
religion,  by  leading  fome  zealous  profeflbrs  into  errors 
and  diforders ;  this  can  prove  no  more  againft  the 
work  in  general,  than  the  <ieluficms  of  the  Anab&ptifts 
ind  Fifth-monarchy-men  did  againft  the  reformation. 
But  thefe  clouds  did  not  long  continue. 

Like  wife  in  the  year  1 740  and  afterwards,  in  Scot- 
land, even  amidft  our  backflidings  and  divifions,  in 
fome  parts  promifing  tokens  began  to  appear  of  a  re- 
vival of  Chriftianit y :  for,  in  Edinburgh  and  clfewhere, 
fome  new  praying  focieties  were  fet  up,  and  fundry 
ftudenta  did  affociate  with  them,  which  gave  hopes  of 
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a  further  reviving ;  and  for  this  many  prayers  wen  put 
up  through  the  land,  and  that  a  good  time  before  Mr 
"Whitefield  came  to  Scotland,  which  was  in  the  end  of 
July  174  ,  where  he  abode  fome  time,  and  preached 
many  a*kening  fermons  in  Edinburgh,  Glatgowand 
other  p!ac-  s. 

In  ;  ambiiiling,  a  fmall  pari(h  four  miles  from  Glaf- 
gow,  there  were  feveral  praying  focieties,  who  fpent 
iriuh  time  in  prayers  and  wreflling  with  God  (efpeciah 
ly  in  Febr.  742)  that  he  might  pity  them  and  the 
whole  land,  and. pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  them,  as  on 
other  places ■  And  the  reverend  Mr  William  M'Cul- 
loch  their  minifter,  who  frequently  met  with  them, 
having  at  their  defire  (joined  with  others  in  the  parilh) 
fet  up  a  weekly  fermon  upon  Thurfday  a  little  before, 
and  preaching  clofely  to  them  upon  the  nature  and  ne» 
ceflity  of  regeneration  5  it  pleafed  the  Lord,  that,  upon. 
Thurfday  the  1 8th  of  Feb.  1742,  the  holy  Spirit  fo 
wrought  upon  his  hearers,  that  about  fifty  of  them* 
with  n.any  attending  them,  came  into  his  houfe,  under 
alarming  apprcheniions  about  the  itate  of  their  fouls, 
crying  "  What  ihall  we  do  to  b?  faved  ?"  The  mini- 
iter,  being  much  aiTedled  with  thtir  cafe,  fpent  all  that 
day  v\\\  night  with  them,  cither  feparately  or  together, 
in  exhortations,  iMtru£tions,  prayers,  and  tinging  plalms', 
being  afbited  in  the  wcrk  by  fome  preachers  and  eiders. 
Ann,  the  awakened  and  wuunded  people  daily  increafing, 
he  was  obhgcd  to  preach  to  and  convtrfe  with  them 
every  day  ior  a  great  m<*ny  weeks -thereafter ;  the  peo- 
ple filling  all  the  rooms  or  his  houle  after  fermon,  and 
continuing  in  prayer  and  tinging  pfalms  in  different 
companies  tiil  near  midnight.  Many  minifters  came 
from  other  places  to  IVIr  M'Cuiloch's  affi.iance,  with 
multitudes  oi  people  to  hear  the  word,  and  to  be  w  ti- 
nt fles  of  that  very  uncommon  work  -,  and  there  many 
of  then:  frit  the  power  of  the  word,  and  went  home 
with  the  arrows  of  God  llicking  in  their  hearts;  and 
great  numbers  of  thefe-  ccnvmccd  people  attained  alio 
to  a  fair  appearance  of  a  hopeful  ourgdte;  having  their 
mindt  filled  with  peace  and  joy  in  believing.  This  was 
a  wonderful  time  at  Cambuflang  for  many  months  in 
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the  year  174?*  and  the  pleafant  fruits  of  it  continued 
ftt>  appear  both  in  thst  and  the  following  years.  In 
Summer  fame  year,  viz  174*1  the  work  be»an  10  fpread 
and  appear  remarkably  in  Kiifyth,  Caldtr,  Kirkiniilloch, 
Cttf»pficf,  Cumbernauld,  Uargunnock,  Balderhock,  Mu* 
thil,  and  many  orher  parishes  •,  and  even  in  Edinburgh 
and  Glafgow  there  was  a  confiderable  revival  in  religion. 
In  May*  174?  there  was  published  a  narrative  of  the 
work  at-Cfii  bufhrgv  atttlied  by  many  ;  and  fron  ^fter 
another  n?rrative  of  the  work  at  Kilfyrh  and  pariihes 
About  it,  corrinuv  d  in  different  parts,  and  publiihed  from 
ttaifc  t<y  tinae  by  rru1  reverend  Mr  James  Robe.  Thefe 
narratives,  being  well  ••  tteited,  were  fpread  and  reprint- 
ed in  America  and  diftrent  places  of  the  world  -f  thay 
were  traufl  ted  into  Dutch,  and  hid  feveral  editions  in 
Holland,  and  were  well  received  by  the  minilters  and 
divines  there. 

The  work  indeed  was  very  furprifing  and  extraord> 
nary,  much  refembling  that  v*hich  was  in  the  lait  cen- 
tury at  Stewarrown,  Irvine,  kirk  of  Shot*,  and  other 
places,  in  the  years  1625,  1626,  and  feveral  years 
after,  though  in  a  very  dif.nal  backfliding  time  y  and 
that  work  in  Ireland,  about  Antrim,  and  the  Six-rr.ile- 
■  water,  about  the  year  16*8  ;  of  both  which  Mr  Robert 
Fleming,  once  miniller  at  Cambuflang,  gives  account,  in 
the  Fulhllir  g  of  the  Scriptures  •,  as  ao  Mr  Robert  Blair 
and  Mr  John  Livingilon,  in  the  manuicripts  of  their 
lives.  And  there  being  much  fa  id  and  written  about 
this  work  in  the  u  eft  oi  Scotland,  wc  have  thought  vur- 
fekes  bound. to  enquire  into  the  nature,  Irults  and  evi- 
dences Of  it  j  and  from  what  fome  (f  us  have  fcen  of 
that  work,  and  h,.th  been  atteited  by  the  minilters  im- 
mediately concerned,  and  others  who  have  feen  it,  we 
judge  ourfeives  warranted  to  give  our  teilimony  to  it, 
as  a  glorious  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  he  hath 
been  pltafed  to  fend  in  his  fovereign  free  mercy,  in  a 
time  cf  great  infidelity,  formality  and  backflidmg,  to 
glorify  his  own  name,  by  awakening,  convincing,  hum- 
bling, converting,  comforting,  reviving  lengthening 
»nd  confirming  many  fouls  through  the  land  ;  and  our 
jreafons  for  it  are  thcic :  1.  The  convictions  and  coru- 
3  N  2  forts 
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forts  of  the  people  of  Cambuflang,  and  other  awakened 
pariflies,  have  come  to  them  in  a  fcriptipal  way*  by 
Chrift's  ordinance*,  and  particularly  the  woid  preached, 
and  pafiages  of  Scripture  carried  in  upoa  their  mind* 
fuited  to  their  cafes  and  circumftancea.  2.  The  fruits 
and  effecls  of  that  work  in  the  peoples  lives  and  confer- 
fations,  do  evidence  themfelvea  to  be  from  the  Holy 
Spirit,  according  to  the  Scripture  account  of  theft 
fruits :  for  thofe  who  formerly  were  blind  and  igno- 
rant, have  loon  come  to  advance  in  the  knowJcge  of 
Jefus  Quid  and  divine  things ;  and  the  tongues  which 
were  dumb  in  the  things  of  God,  have  foon  learned  to 
fpeak  the  language  of  Canaan.  They  who  formerly 
were  given  to  curfing,  f wearing,  drunkennefs,  Sabbath- 
breaking,  fcoffing  at  facred  things,  and  other  immora- 
lities, have  prefently  changed  their  courfe  into  fober 
living,  godly  conference,  reading,  praying,  and  tinging 
pfalms.  They  who  formerly  were  trufling  to  their 
own  performances,  attainments  and  felf-righteoufne&, 
have  prefently  renounced  all  thefe  for  the  righteoufoeft 
of  Chrift  only,  imputed  to  them  for  their  juftification 
before  God.  They  uho  formerly  were  glewed  to  the 
world,  and  to  the  love  of  fenfual  and  Cnful  things,  are 
made  willing  to  part  with  all  thefe  for  the  love  of  Jefus 
Chrift  their  Saviour,  defiring  earneftly  to  be  conformed 
to  him  in  his  contempt  of  the  world,  felf-denial,  humi- 
lity and  holinefs  both  in  heart  and  life.  They  who 
before  thought  it  an  unmanly  thing  to  (bed  tears  for 
fin,  and  piercing  of  Chriit,  have  been  made  to  mourn 
as  for  an  only  fon,  and  be  in  bitternefs  as  for  a  firft 
born.  Thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  fecret  ads  of 
injuftice,  have  been  filled  with  remorfe  for  them,  and 
made  reftitution  to  the  perfons  injured  or  their  children. 
They  who  hated  and  mocked  the  people  of  God,  have 
their  hearts  warmed  with  love  to  them,  and  account 
them  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth.  They  who  be- 
fore were  contentious,  malicious  and  revengeful,  do 
prefently  drop  their  quarrels,  forgive  their  enemies,  wi(b 
well  to  their  fouls,  and  the  falvation  of  all  around  them* 
They  who  before  minded  only  their  own  things,  are 
highly  concerned  for  the  interefts  of  Jefus  Chriit,  and 

for 


A  Fair  and  Impartial  Testimony.  sffl 

for  the  declarative  glory  of  God  in  the  world.  Swear* 
crs  have  drop*  their  oaths,  and  with  reverence  mention 
(he  name  of  God.  And  they  who  loved  carnal  com- 
pany, merry  jefts,  profane  fongs,  and  foolHh  talking* 
feck  after  the  company  of  thofe  who  will  join  wiri 
than)  in  prayer,  praifes,  and  talking  about  their  foul- 
{pneerns.  They  who  before  complained  of  nothing 
but  bodily  ailments,  worldly  loflcs,  cro&s,  and  difip* 
pointmentfo  now  complain  mainly  of  unbelieving  hearts 
and  indwelling  corruptions.  They  who  before  afcribed 
their  virtues  and  good  things  to  themfclves,  do  now 
eiujt  Chrift  and  free  gnce  fpr  every  attainment,  and 
jj»  the  whole  of  their  fclvation  :  and  yet,  while  they 
afcribe  all  to  free  grace,  they  aim  in  ChrifVe  (Irengrh  at 
univcrfal  holinefs,  at  the  fubduing  of  every  fin,  and  the 
pra&ice  of  every  duty  and  good  work,  according  to 
petb  the  fifft  and  fecond  table  of  the  law,  and  mike 
conscience  of  (lational  and  relational  duties  as  well  a» 
Others.  Families,  that  formerly  were  fynagogues  of 
Satan*  are  now  temples  where  God  is  devoutly  wor- 
(hipped  :  and  many  of  all  ages  and  fexes  do  form  them- 
felve9  into  little  (bcieties  for  prayer,  praife,  and  religi* 
ous  difcourfe.  And  though  tares  are  mixed  among 
the  wheat,,  and  feveral  hypocrites  discovered,  yet  the 
body  of  the  awakened  perfevere,  as  to  what  can  be  feen, 
in  tne  ways  of  religion. 

Notwithstanding  of  all  thefe  gracious  changes,  which 
are  clear  evidences  of  the  operations  of  the  Holy  .Spirit; 
yet  this  blefled  work  is  mightily  oppofed  and  reproach" 
cd,  and  that  not  cn!y  by  atheiltical  and  profane  men, 
but  evqn  by  many  of  thofe  who  have  long  been  pray- 
ing for  the  effufion  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  coming  of 
Ghrift't  kingdom,  particularly  our  feceding  brethren, 
who  have  (alas  1)  preached,  prayed  and  printed  againii 
this  good  work,  and  even  kept  fads  in  all  their  meet- 
ings, for  putting  a  flop  to  it,  as  a  delufion  and  work  of 
the  devil,  who  hath  transformed  himfelf  into  an  angel 
of  light  (as  they  fay  •,)  and  have  thereby  given  their 
followers  very  frightful  notions  of  it,  and  ftopt  them 
from  going  near  the  places  where  they  might  bav*  get 
full  fatisfaflion  :    And  alio,  they  have  hindered  many 
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from  giving  praife  to  God  for  his  wonderful  goodnefi, 
and  fiom  praying  for  the  continuance  and  fpreadrng  of 
the  work.  May  the  Lord  lay  all  this  to  their  hearts, 
but  not  to  their  charge  !  Their  main  quarrel  with  the 
uork  f<ems  to  br,  th?t  it  is  begun  and  carried  on  by 
the  inflrunr.tntality  cf  the  national  church,  and  fomc 
whom  they  judge  acceflbry  to  the  defections  therein  j 
and  becaufe  it  is  attended  with  outcryings,  trembling, 
falling  down  ard  f  inting»in  many  of  thofewhoare 
awakened ;  which  (they  fay)  aTe  not  fymptoms  of  a 
woik  of  the  Sphit. 

Concerning  which  we  fhall  obferve  thefe  few  things : 
x.  Our  brethren  had  certainly  acled  much  more  the 
part  of  wife  and  unbiafled  judges,  if,  in  obedience  to 
Grill's  commands  to  "  try  the  Spirits,'*  and  '«  prorc 
all  thingr,"  they  had  ufed  all  proper  means  of  enquiry, 
fuch  as  going  themfelvrs  to  the  places,  converting  with 
the  minifters,  and  with  the  fubje&s  wrought  upon, 
before  they  had  pronounced  a  judicial  fentence  in  fuch 
a  weighty  cafe,  and  intimated  it  from  their  pulpits; 
and  not  have  proceeded  to  a  decifion  fo  haftily  upon 
hearfuys,  or  the  malicious  reports  of  profane  fpirits,  and 
thofe  who  were  enemies  of  the  work.  They  alfo  had 
done  wifely,  to  have  waited  fome  time  to  fee  the  iflue 
of  the  w  o*k  before  they  had  pad  fuch  a  terrible  fentence 
upon  it:  for  they  might  have  remembered  that  it  is 
not  an  eafy  thing  for  clergymen,  after  doing  a  bad  thing, 
to  own  their  miibke. 

2.  it  cam:ot  be  denied  but  there  have  betn  many 
eminent  godly  miiifters  employed  in  promoting  this 
work  •,  and,  though  thtre  had  been  fome  not  fo  remark- 
able that  w*y,  we  mult  not  find  fault  with  a  holyfo- 
vereign  God  for  making  ufe  of  what  inilruiTients  he 
pleafts.  Our  brethren  cannot  but  know  that  it  is  a 
meft  provok.ng  fin  to  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
who  frequently  thinks  fit  to  employ  mean  and  defpifed 
inflruments  to  do  his  work,  that  lb  he  may  flain  the 
pride  of  all  our  glory,  and  lhow  that  he  ib  not  beholden 
to  any, 

3.  We  aTe  grieved  in  our  very  hearts,  that  our  breth- 
ren (fcould  have  adventured  upon  fuch  a  daring  ftep> 
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*s  "by  a  judicial  fen  fence  to  afcribe  to  the  devil  fuch  a 
gracious  Godlike  work,  as  that  before  defcribed  \  when 
they  cannot  bring  an  inftance  from  Scripture,  or  any 
other  hi  (lory,  of  the  devil's  being  permitted  to  work  in 
the  like  manner  before.  Surely  it  may  make  us  tremble 
to  think  what  kind  of  a  (in  it  mud  be  to  make  the  devil 
the  reprover  of  fin,  and  minifter  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
fo  tp  affign  the  office  and  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to 
that  wicked  one  !  Doth  it  not  look  like  a  fearful  limit- 
ing of  Gpd,  for  a  few  men  to  acl  as  if  they  would  con- 
fine the  holy  Spirit's  workings  to  themfelves,  and  give 
up  the  miniftry  of  all  their  brethren  throughout  the 
Ifljind  to  the  devil  ?  As  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  fo  his  mi- 
nifters,  Mofes,  John  Baptift,  the  a  pottles  Peter  and 
Paul,  were  of  quite  different  tempers  and  difpofitions ; 
they  rejoiced  to  fee  the  Spirit  poured  down  upon  others, 
and  to  fee  Chrift  preached,  finners,  brought  in  to  him, 
And  his  kingdom  enlarged,  whoever  were  the  inftru- 
ment  of  it.  » 

4.  As  for  the  effefts  of  this  work  upon  the  bodies  of 
fome  of  the  awakened,  fuch  as  outcrying,  trembJing, 
falling  down,  or  fainting  ;  thefe  are  not  at  all  new  in 
this  land  :  for  many  inilances  of  fuch  like  fymptoms  in 
perfont  under  piercing  convictions  of  fin,  or  under 
ravilhing  views  of  Chrift,  can  be  given,  even  fince  our 
happy  Revolution,  as  well  as  in  former  tir.es;  as  is 
evident  from  Meflfrs  Robe,  Currie,  and  Webfter's  writ- 
ings on  this  fubjecX  And  yet  we  hear  not  of  any 
heretofore  afcrLing  the  work  in  thofe  people  to  the 
devil,  nor  condemning  it  as  contrary  to  Scripture,  upon 
account  of  thefe  fymptons  :  No— for  the  Scripture  givss 
frequent  inftances  of  fuch  impieftions  made  on  the 
body,  by  the  great  inward  exercife  and  concern  of  the 
mind.  Xhe  (harp  conviclions  of  the  three  thoufand, 
A£Vsii.  brought  them  under  great  agonies*  being  pricked 
as  with  a  fword  in  their  hearts,  and  forced  to  cry  out, 
and  fay  to  the  apoftles,  "  ;*ktn  and  brethren,  and  what 
fhall  we  do?"  The  auditory  being  great,  they  muft  have. 
■cried  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  apoftles  heard  them  ; 
for  Peter  was  forced  to  cry  aloud  Xiiat  they  might  hear 
hirm,  Acls  ii.  14.     So  Paul,   when  he  was  thoroughly 

convinced 


48a  A  Fair  and  Impartial  Tetttmonj* 

convinced  Of  his'  fin"  of  perfecuting  Cfarifli  and  the 
wrath  due  to  him  for  it,  he  was  fcizedt  <wiftb  ^trou- 
bling and  afloniihmenf,  and  fell  to  the  groand/*:  Aftf 
ix.  4.  6.     Alfo  fhe  jaylor,  when  awakened- to  fcHtis 
finful  and  ldft  ftate  under  wrath,  *  tiCHiblei  sad1  fell 
down/'  faying,  «  What  muft  I  do  to  be  fafc*P<4& 
vi.  so*  30.     And  it  appears  to  have  been  uftffcl  in  *e 
apoftles  days  for  (inner*  to  "  fall  down  before  God," 
when  they  were  firft  convinced,  and  got  the  fed* 
wickednefs  of  their  hear?  laid  open  to  then*  bf  the 
"Word,  1  Cot.xiv  24.25.     fcven  that  great  nrti,FeKf, 
was  made  to  tremble  under  his  conviction  of  fin  and 
srpprehenfion  of  wrath,  while  Paul  preached  to  him, 
A&s  xxiv.  2 5      And  that  mighty  king,  Belfliauatj  was 
Itrangely  affected  when  he  faw  the  hand  •  writ  iftgo*  the 
wall,  which  he  took  to  be  a  prefage  of  wrath  agatoft 
him,  Dan.  v.  6.  "  His  countenance  was  changed,  his 
joints  loofed,  and  his  knees  fmote  one  againft  another* 
A  view  of  the  wrath  of  a  (in-revenging  God,  is  etitfugh 
to  throw  the  flouted  finrter  into  the  moft  terribtadrfordcr, 
and  to  overwhelm  all  his  fenfes  and  faculties.     We  fee 
Baruch,  when  in  danger  of  the  wrath  of  man,  was  ie 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  that  he  fainted  under  k,  and 
cries  cut,  Jer.  x;v.  3.  u  Wo  is  me  now,  for  the  Lord 
hath  added  grief  10  my  forrow  :  I  fainted  in  my  figh- 
ing,  and  had  no  reft."     And  how  much  more  would 
he  have  been  diftrt-Ued  with  the  immediate  views  and 
approaches  of  the  wrath  of  God  !  for,  *•  Who  knowetb 
fhe  power  of  his  2nger  r"     Job,  when  under  the  appre- 
heniion  of  God  being  his  enemy,  and  his  terrors  pur- 
ging  him,    was  fo  little  mailer  of  himfelf,    that  be 
**  flood  up,  and  cried  in  the  congregation,"  Job  xxx.  15. 
28.  King  David  fays,  he  c'  roared  by  reafon  of  the  da- 
quietnefs  of  his  heart,"  Pfal.  xxxviii.  8.     Nay,  he  had 
fuch  impreilions  of  the   wrath  of  God  upon  his  fool, 
that  they  m^de  all  his  ilefh  to  tremble,  Pfal.cxxix.  isc. 
"  My  fltfli  trembltth  for  fear  cf  thee,  and  I  am  afraid 
of  thy  judgments."     Heman  faith,    "  While  I  fuffcr 
thy  terrors,  I  am   dillractcd,"  Pfal.  lxxxviii.  15.     We 
fee  alfo  how  the  prophet  Habakkuk  was  feized  with 
•he  greatr-ft  bedily  diftrcis,  with  "  quivering  lips,  and 

trembling," 


trembling"  prer  all  bis  body,  at  the  view  of  approach? 
ipg  wrath,  Hub*  iii.  16.  Again*  it  ought  to  be  rer 
jaerpbgrcd,  that  God  hath  told  us,  that  in  the  New* 
Tefotpept  days  he   would  pour  put  his  Spirit  upop 

E&ple  in  fpch  a  manner,  ths^t  they  (hould  <c  look  upon 
m  they  pierced  by  their  (ins,  and  mourn,  and  be  in 
fcittetpefs,"  as  parents  "  fojr  aq  only  fqn  or  firft  born.* 
Npw,  it  is  well  known  that  fpmc  parents  will  not  only 
ery  opt  Utterly,,  but  a]fp  fa'pt,  upon  fuch  occafions  j 
ppy,  fopie  will  be  brought  to. fuch  agonies  and  faint  jngs, 
by  the  mere  apprchcnGop  and  profped  of  man's  wrath 
and  of  temporal  difficulties  :  and  have  they  pot  much 
greater  caufe  for  them,  who  get  a  clear  and  maniferj 
dtfcQYcry  of  the'heiuous  guilt  of  their  (ins,  and  of  th$ 
wrath  of  an  angry  God  hanging  over  them  ?  Who  can 
paipt  forth  the  diftrefs  of  thefe  poor  creatures,  whofe 
fpirfts  are  wounded  by  the  amazing  apprehenfiqns  of 
pod's  wrath  fpr  fi.i,  ape)  the  feairul  expe<9tatton$  of 
jpdgrnent*  and  fiery  indjgn^top,  without  having  any 
yiew  pf  relief  ?  Such  a  wife  man  asSolo.non  would  not 
have  beep  fprprifed  tQ  fee  fuch  perfons  tremble,  cry  out, 
or  faint ;  for,  faith  he,  "  A  wounded  fpir^t  whip  can 
bear  J"  Proy.  *viii.  34. 

We  read  alio  in  Scripture  of  perfons  fainting  upop 
Other  occafions,  Jacob  fainted  for  joy,  when  he  heard 
that  his  fon  was  alive  and  highly  exalted ;  fp  Dunjelj 
after  lingular  manifeftatipps  from  Gpd,  fainted  and 
was  fick  certain  days,  Dan  viii.  27.  apd  x.  8  9.  And 
the  apoftle  John,  whep  he  faw  the  i«ord  in  his.  glory, 
fell  at  his  feet  as  a  dead  man.  So  it  is  no.  wonder  that 
a  poor  foul,  that  was  like  to  f>nk  in  delpair  up  'er  a  fenfe 
jot  fin  and  wrath,  then  coming  out  of  this  piunge  to  a 
jfcrprifoig  vie  w  of  Chr ill's  mercy,  loveiinelb,  and  fulrie'fs, 
ibotild  ip  like  manner  be  over^he  med  and  faint  fpr 
love  apd  joy.  Y\  hercfore  it  is  our  duty  to  put  favour- 
able conftryAions  upon  the  various  cafe*  qf  awakened 
aod  excelled  fouls,  when  theieoy  they  are  thrown  imp 
pjttafie8f  iaintiugfj  or  bedily  diiirtflls.  The  holy  Sp,iric 
ip  a  free  fpveieign  agent  >  and,  in  times  of  large  effy- 
fions,  he  may,  for  his  own  wife  ends,  tajte  an  uncoivj- 
jnon  latitude  in  his  way  of  uealing  with  fiimi  rs,  fei 
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bringing  them  into  Chrift.  And  at  their  difcoreries  of 
fin  and  wTath,  and  the  commotion  in  their  affections, 
prove  very  different  3  fo  the  impreffioas  upon  their 
bodies  muft  be  either  If  fe  or  more,  and  exceeding  vi- 
rions, according  to  the  meafure  and  degree  of  inward 
exercife  and  concern  of  their  minds ;  for  as  their  forrow 
for  piercing  Chrift  by  their  fins  is  compared  to  that  of 
parents  for  an  only  fon,  which  admits  of  many  differ- 
ent degrees,  and  produceth  very  different  effects  in  dif- 
ferent perfons;  fo  it  muft  be  unreafonable  in  any  to 
require  inftances  in  Scripture  for  every  minute  circura- 
fiance  of  the  innumerable  various  cafes  of  perfons 
brought  in  to  Chrift ;  for  then  the  Spirit  of  God  muft 
have  enlarged  the  Scriptures  into  very  many. different 
volumes,  which  had  not  been  convenient  for  us;  If  we 
read  the  accounts  given  us  of  the  conversions  of  An- 
guftine,  Luther,  Junius,  Beza,  Latimer,  Bolton,  Pro* 
feffor  Halyburton,  and  many  other  eminent  faints,  we 
will  find  particular  circumftances  in  them  for  which  flo 
Scripture  precedent  can  be  (hewn ;  but  no  wife  &an 
wrill  fay  upon  that  account,  that  the  work  in  them  was 
delufive  or  diabolical . 

But  let  fome  objeft  \*  hat  they  will  again  ft  the  con- 
verfions  in  the  Weft,  becaufe  of  the  outward  irhprefiions 
attending  them  in  feverals  (for  in  many  the  changes  are 
wrought  without  any  noife  at  all)  :  It  is  our  judgment, 
if  thefe  bitter  throws  and  agonies  of  fome,  have  a  mer- 
ciful iftue  in  landing  them  in  Jefus  Chrift  and  true 
holinefs,  as  it  is  vifible  they  do  in  the  mod  part ;  then 
there  is  great  matter  of  praife,  whatever  way  the  Lord 
take  for  awakening  and  humbling  them  beforehand. 
But  feeiig  worthy  Mr  Edwards  of  Northampton  hath 
written  two  treaties  concerning  this  extraordinary  work 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  hath  taken  notice  of  all  the 
prejudices  and  objeftions  of  adverfaries,  we  judge  it 
unneceffary  to  add  «ny  more  to  what  he  hath  written 
fo  fully  and  to  fuch  excellent  purpofe.  May  die  Lord, 
by  new  fhowers  from  above,  continue,  revive,  ihcreafe, 
and  Thread  this  blefled  work  through  the  land  and  all 
coiners  of  the  earth !     Amen  and  Amen. ' 
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.  That  we  may  draw  to  a  conduGon,  we  (hall  briefly 
fan)  op  the  principal  fins,  errors,  evils  and  defeftion^ 
in  the  church  and  land,  which  we  think  ourfelves  bound 
to  lament  and  mourn  over,  declare,  warn,  and  bear 
testimony  againft,  in  order  to  promote  reformation,  and 
healing  in  the  land  :  For  although  God,  in  his  bound- 
lefs  fovertignty  and  rich  grace*  be  pleafed  in  a  back* 
Hiding  time  to  grant  fome  remarkable  reviving  to  his 
work  in  particular  corners,  to  (hew  his  willingnefs  to 
return  to  his  ancient  dwelling  place ;  yet  we  defpair  ox 
any  general  reviving  or  national  reformation,  until  we 
are  made  fenfible  of  public  fins,  errors  and  defe&ionsj 
as  well  as  thefe  of  a  more  private  nature*  Wherefore 
we  defire  to  be  humbled  for,  declare  and  teftify  againft, 
all  do&rines  and  practices  which  are  oppoftte  to  the 
Bible,  and  to  our  Confcffion  of  Faith,  Larger  and  Short* 
er  Catecbifins,  Dire&ories  for  Wprftiip  and  Church 
government,  which  we  judge  drawn  out  of,  and  found- 
ed upon,  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  x' 

And. particularly,  againft  all  Deiftical  and  Socinian 
errors^  and  dodriues*.  which  tend  to- decry  the  necef- 
fityctf  fupernatural  revelation,  and  cry  up  the  fufficien- 
cy  of  reafon  or  the  light  of  nature  to  guide  men  to 
eternal  happinefs.    ; 

And  againft  all  Arian  errors,  and  thefe  db&rine* 
which  any  ways  difparage  the  Chriftian  revelation,  or 
derogate  from  the  fcherae  of  falvatioh  through,  the 
mediation  and  righteoufnefs  ef  Jefus  Chrift  our  only 
Saviour;  or  from. the  do&rine  of  the  glorious  Trinity* 
and  the  onenefs  of  the  Godhead ;  or  from  ChrjfiVs  true 
fuprcme  Deity,  his  felf  exiftence,  neceffary  exiftence, 
independence,  and  equality  with  the  Father  >  or  from 
the  true  Deity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  his  equality 
with ;  the  Father  and  tfie  Son ;  or  from  the  truth  of 
Chrlft's  manhood,  and  of  his  Prieftly  office,  and  the 
neceffity  pf  his  death  as  a  real  and  proper  facrifice  to 
fatisfy  Divine  juftice  for  our  fins. 
.  All  Popifti  errors,  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  main- 
tained either  by  profeffed  Papifts,  or  by  Proteltants  who 
are  making  advances  towards  Popery,  by  pleading  for 
a  middle  (late  for  fouls  departed  j  prayers  for  the  dead  ; 
3  O  2  th'i 
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«fr  feftcfotifiS  Mri*  a  proper  facrffict  far  5ft ;  ffite  be- 
ceflrtv  x>f  ccfefc-ffir*  ifin  td  the  prfeft,  afloTldFthi  flrielfli 
iHbWftbft  in  order  to  the  fergivt nefr  oHitt  tltf  toiiSrifc 
the  facrarrnrnr  il  wiiie  with  water;  t>T  bowirrg  tb  tHs 
altar,  to  die  Eaft.  afcd  at  the  in  rue  irf  Jefus  \  of  Wftel 
lfc£  &t  the  fatratiie'nt,  b^fennrYg  faints  days  Md  tam- 
ftifcttd  fr (rivals,  arH  putting  thetn  on  a  tetd  with  tke 
LoWftday;  the  ctoft  in  baprifm,  ikor^n  in  ptiife, 
the  trading  of  praVeVs,  and  other  human  itrirfentiaftltt 
GodS  worfhip  arid  ferVicc.  * 

AH  Pelagian  and  Arnfihiaft  doQrihfes*  which  tafr 
gate  from  God*s  efficacious  free  grace  in  favihg  fitfnert, 
or  pnt  it  in  the  power  t>f  a  rranS  owh  fVefe-wiil  brtofc 
ttzral  abilities  fo  recent,  believe,  oir  convert  hitafeff; 
atord  rhake  a  netreflary  connection  betwixt  a  mate's  moral 
ferionfneff  and  his  obtaining  of  fating  pace.  AMb  all 
Arfe  doftrines  which  tend  to  exalt  frif,  or  an|  ways 
place  ft  fli  God's  tooth  ;  and  thefe  which  make  fin  lore, 
and  the  defire  of  our  own  happ'rrrft,  the  propot  fpting 
afldpriticiple  of  all  virtuous  and  religious  aft  ions." 

The.  magiftrate'8  affuming  the  power  of  the  keys,  and 
afi  Eraftian  encroachments  upon  the  intrrhfic  powet  of 
the  church,  or  upen  Child's  headfhip  and  fupremacy 
over  her.  The  granting  an  almoft  boundlefs  tolera- 
tion to  all  ft'fts,  errorf,  hetefies  and  innervations.  The 
impoGng  the  facramental  teft  upoh  officers  civil  and 
military  when  out  of  Scotland,  as  a  nectflary  quaHfica- 
tion  for  their  offices  ;  whereby  the  holy  facrament  is 
much  debafed  and  profaned.  The  multrprying'of  "oaths 
without  tfectflity  j  introducing  the  new  form  of  Wear- 
ing by  kifiing  the  gofpels,  the  Yule-vacahcte,  the  <e« 
pealing  of  the  laws  againft  witchcraft!  &c. 

The  impofing  the  yoke  of  patronage  upon  the  church, 
and  fpoiling  Chriftian  congregations  of  their  light  to 
chufe  their  own  pallors,  and  obtruding  paftofs  Upon 
ihevn.  As  alfo  the  practice  of  thefe  minifters  or  preach- 
ers, who  contribute  to  encourage,  ftrengtheft  or  bind 
the  yoke  cf  patronage  upon  the  church,  by  allowing 
their  friends  to  apply  to  patrons  and  procure  premuta- 
tions for  them ;  or  by  accepting  thefe  prefentations, 
and  cleaving  to  them  when  obtained.  And  the  prac- 
tice 


tfeeof  lhrfe  minifters  of  judicatories,  whb  entourage 
OrtfuppOtt  thtfc  Accepters  in  this  pfrtiiHctas  Cdnrfe,  of 
Who  obttflide  them  or  any  other  persons  upon  paritiiei 
againft  their  con  fetit.  - 

The  denying  {he  lawfulfteTs  or  obligation  of  oar  na- 
tiftfial  eovefiant  engagements,  the  warrantabK-riefs  of 
hatiorta!  churches,.  Confeffion  of  Faith,  fubordination 
tft&urch  judicatories  one  to  another;  the  maintaining 
the  miependency  of  fingle  congregations  upon  .my  fu- 
perVor  ch'ttrcli-tudicatory ;  the  lodging  the  pofcer  of  the: 
ieyv  ftot  in  the  hands  of  church- officers,  bat  in  the 
COmmufiion  tit  the  faithful. 

The  profecutinp  or  cenfuring  of  mmifters  for  preaeh- 
if^tl6r<,pT«)tetling  againft  anjr  6t  the  evils  or  defection* 
of  the  tiAir*  fuch  as  the  defpifing  of  Chrift  Vffotk,  mak- 
ih'g  intfufions  upon  them, .  incroaching  upon  the  tightjs 
arid  liberties  of  the  church,  or  ChrflVs  Headfiiip  over 
her,  ftfc. 

Thfc  tiegteft  and  chlfrequent  adminiftratioii  of  the 
Lbrid^s  tapper,  and  the  abufe  and  profanation  of  it,  hy 
admitting  ignorant  or  Ungodly  perfohs  toit.  As  alfo 
the.  ifegleft  of  appointing  national  fafts,  and  days  for 
htxiniliatiira  ahd  extraordinary  prayer,  in  a  time  of  na- 
ti'ohai  Aeftdions,  arid  of  abounding  fins  and  provoca* 
tfottfe,  when  many'fyintua!  judgments  are  inflicted,  and 
other  great  judgments  arc  impending  over  us\  And, 
whehfUch  fafts  come  to  be  appointed,  alas  I  what  an 
averfio'n  is  there  to  a  particular  condescendence  of  the 
fin&  and  defe'&ibns  which  are  the  true  caufe  of  the 
USTd*s  controyerff  with  the  land  ! 

JLikewiife  we  judge  our  felves  bound  to  bewail,  lament, 
and  withefs  -dgainft,  all  thefe  God»diihonouring  fins  and 
evils  Which  uuiverfally  abound  and  prevail  among  all 
fifties  and  forts  of  men ;  fucb  as  ignorance  and  forget- 
fdlnefs  of  God  their  Creator  and  Preferver  \  Athoilm, 
ittfidclity,  fend  enmity  to  God  ;  ingratitude  to  God  for 
dfercies  4  putting  the  creatures,  the  word,  and  felf,  in 
the  room  of  God ;  confuting  with  necromancers,  wi- 
zards and  charmers  $  afcribing  our  mercies  to  fortune 
or'feco'nd  caufes,  father  than  to  God.  Self  love,  feif- 
feeking,  unbelief  diitruit  of  Ood,  hatred  of  him  and  of 
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his  image  in  others.  Pride,  prefumption,  cajrnaVieco- 
nty  ;  loving  pleafures  more,  than  .Cod.  Reftrainingof 
prayer  before  God  ia.  fecretj  ncgleft  of  family-wor- 
Ihip ;  tempting  God  by  neglefling  m.e&ns^ufing,  unlaw* 
ful  means,  and  trailing  in  lawfulmeans.  '.  Superstition 
miid  falfe  worfhip  \  giddinefs  and  unfcttlcdnefa  in  reli- 
gion, and  drinking  in  error.  Mean  and. low.  thoughts 
of  Chrift,  and  of  the  infinite  love  of  God  in  providing 
Chrift  to  be  a  Surety  and  Sacrifice  for  us.  Contempt 
of  the  glorious  gofpel,  and  the  glad  tidings  it  brings ; 
and  mens  unfruitful nefs  under  it.  Not  receiving  and 
loving  of  Jefus  Chrift  •,  not  relying  on  Chrift  as  .all  our 
hope  '9  not  making  ufe  of  Chrift  in  all  his  offices  ;  not 
rejoicing  in  Chrift  and  him  crucified.  Mens,  retting 
upon  their  duties  and~frameB  for  acceptance  wjthGod: 
their  joining  fomething.  of  their  own  with  Quift's  Bglte 
teoufntfs  for  their  justification  before  God,  and  not. 
acccunting  all  things  lofs  and  dung  for  Chrift,  that  the? 
may  be  found  in  him,  not  having  their  own  righteoiit- 
ne(s,  which  is  nothing  but  filthy  rags*  Grieving  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  finning  him,  a'way  from  ordinances} 
not  lamenting  the  withdrawing  of  the  Spirit,  nor  wreftr 
ling  for  his  return.  Oppofing  and  reproaching  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  in  awakening  and  convincing  fin- 
ners ;  calling  it  enthufiafm,  del  ufion,  or  afcribing  it  to 
Satan.  Blind  and  intemperate  zeal ;  difcontcnt  and 
impatience  under  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence. Backflidings  from  God,  and  the  decay  of  the 
life  and  power  of  godlinefs.  Setting  our  affeftions  up- 
on earthly  enjoyments  and  fenfual  fatisfa&ions ;  and 
neglefling  thefe  things  wherein  our  chief  happinefs 
doth  confift,  namely,  the  enjoying  of  God,  and  com- 
munion with  him.  Our  unthankful  forgetting  of  the 
faany  fignal  deliverances  which  God  hatn  wrought  for 
this  church  and  land ;  and  our  umhaxikfulnefs  for  and 
abufe  of  the  valuable  mercies  we  ftill  enjoy,  fuch  as 
health,  peace,  plenty  •,  freedpm  from  peflilence,  fword 
and  famine ,  and  the  continuance  of  the  gofpel  and 
pure  ordinances  with  us.  Our  minding  our  own  things, 
more  than  the  things  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Our  little  pray- 
ing.- 
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mg  for  the  CQming  of  Chrift's  Wngd6m,  and  for  the 
peace  and  profpenty  of  Jerufatem.' 
•  Ourtiegle&ing  the  ordinances  of  God's  appointment,1 
carelefs  attending  upon,t]i«rn,  and'  not  regarding  them* 
as  ttyfting  places  for  meeting  with  God,  and  as  means' 
of  communion  with  him.'  Our  being  wife  above* what 
is  written,  and  advancing :  mens  devices  before  Divine 
appointments.  Our  reftirig  upon  outward  attending  of 
ordinances,  and  a  hdrne  to  live,  without  the  new  birth, 
and  a  work  of  grace  inour  fouls.  Our  contenting  our- 
fetres  with  man's  teaching,  without" the  teachings  and 
influences  of  the  Spirit  with  the  Word*  ■  Our  being 
little  affefted  or  afflicted  with  the  blafting  of  ordinances, 
and  the  fufpending  of  the  Spirit's  influences. '  Otfr  un- 
worthy communicating,  and  formal  approaches  to  God 
at  lis  holy  tabic? ;  neglecting  due  preparation,  by  fdf* 
examination,  fecref  humiliation,  renewing  covenant 
with  God,  and  wre filing  with  him  for"  his  prefence. 
Our  loiing  (bon  the  inipreiTions  of  ChriftVs  fufferings; 
his  precious  blood,  and  matchlds  love,  ftt  forth  in  that 
ordinance  3  and  ■  not  living  anfw^rably  thereto.  Our 
puttirig'ouT  hearing,  praying,  ccfmmunicating,  charitable 
a&s,  :juffi  dealing,  or  moral  honefty,  in  the  room  0? 
glorious  Chrift,  who  alone  is  "  the  Lord  oiir  righte-' 
oufnefs.Mr 

'  We  alfo  lamf nt  and  witnefs  againft  the  abounding' 
profanation  of  God's  holy  name,  by  the  irrevtrend  ufe 
of  it  in  comfnori  tiifeourfe,  by  formal  and  by pocrital 
addreffcs  to  him,  by  cuftomary  and  rafh  fwearin'g,  curt 
ing,  blafpheihing,  perjury,  fweating  falfelyin  matters  of 
trade  or  raxes:  bribing,  and  tempting  others  to  dofo- 
By  perfidious  dealing  with  Cod,  in  breaking  both  na- 
tional  and  perfonal  covenants, ;facramentalvow«,  and 
fick  bed  refoiutions. '  Decay  of  zeal  for  maintaining  of 
truth,  purity  and  piety,  in  eppofition  t<\  abounding  £f* 
Tor,  fuperftrtion,  and  profanity.  1  he  profaning  and 
abttfing  of  God's  titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  Scrip- 
tures, fervants,  and  piovidenees ;  by  many  fcoffing  at 
faired  things,  jeltingupcn  the  Scriptures,  nibckin^  the 
profefTOTS  of  religion,  mifconilrucring  G6d's  provi- 
dences, wreftling  and  mifapplying  his  word  to  favour 

their 
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their  corrupt  fenrimentt  and  practice*;  vain  jangling 
and  difputing  about  fmallcr  points,  and  raking  up  their 
thoughts  and  time  therewith,  to  the  neglecting  and 
eating  out  the  life-  of  religion  Slighting,  afperfing,  and 
reviling  many  of  God's  faithful  fenrants,  thereby  manw 
ing  the  fuccefs  cf  their  miniftry,  and  Mattering  their 
flocks,  to  the  prejudice  and  luin  of  many  precdoni  {half. 
Many  taking  up  a  profefiion  of  greater  ftri£rJK&  in  re- 
ligion than  others,  white  ftrangera  to  humiliation  for 
(in,  regenr ration,  heart*  holinefs,  tendernefs  of  walk, 
fcumblenefs  of  mind,  metkneft,  and  the  true  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity.  Alas !  many  are  fo  puffed  up  with  pride, 
vanity,  felt- conceit,  and  contempt  of  other  ,  that  they 
call  out  of  their  charity  and  communion  every  .one 
that  agrees  not  to  their  (entimencs  and  practice*  id  aQ 
refpe£ts,  though  fome  of  thefe  have  more  evident  marb 
of  the  image  of  God  upon  them  than  they  thcinJcrvet! 
And  many  are  hereby  tempted  to  infidelity,  even  to 
mock,  hate,  and  cait  off  all  religion,  becaufe  of  the  di* 
vifums  among  the  profeflbrs  of  it.  Ah !  many  profefc 
fed  Chriftians  (how  a  great  propenfion  to  exalt  natural 
reafon,  and  decry  fupernatural  revelation  ;  to  raagpify 
the  religion  of  nature,  and  difparage  the  religion  of 
Jcfus !  to  afcribe  fuch  to  man's  free- wilt  and  natural 
powers,  and  ovt  rlook  the  free  grace  of  God,  and  prCr 
venting  the  work  of  his  Spirit.  Many  fpeak  more  of 
their  own  moral  performances,  than  of  Chrift's  im* 
puted  ri^httoufnefs  j  and  feem  to  regard  Chrift  more 
as  a  pattern  tb<m  as  a  propitiation  ;  exalt  their 
neural  powers  and  felf  righteoufneis,  through  igBOr 
ranee  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God ;  cry  up  the 
preaching  cf  morality,  while  they  themfelves  remap 
immoral,  and  ignorant  of  their  own  corrupt  natural 
eft  ate,  and  of  the  nature  and  neceflity  of  regeneration^ 
Alas !  there  is  ground  to  fear  that  many  outwardly 
a  flint  to  our  Conic  flion  of  Faith,  who  fcarceiy  read  it, 
confidcr  it,  or  believe  it  j  and  it  is  to  be  feared  tbat 
feverals,  ev^n  preachers,  may  come  to  iubicrioe  it,  as 
thofe  of  the  church  of  England  do  their  Thirty  oipe 
Artie  es,  rather  as  vinculum  pa$is%  than  as  vviculim 
veritatis. 

We 
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~"  We'tlfo  bewail  and  teftify  againft  the  profanation  of 
die  Lord's  <kjr  which  fadly  abounds;  as  being  a  nurfery 
trfj  Aid  itf  inlet  to;  all  manner  of  fin  and  corruption  : 
?9f  Anny  4f»e*khlg  their  dwrt  words  on  this  daf,  and 
difcftirrfing  *f  WGrldly  affairs  and  Iwfinefs ;  By  many 
tforn£*therr  oWn  *orkt ,  fttch  a*  nnneceffary  pieces  of 
fcrrilelafeour,  of*  travelling  about  worldly  bufinefs ;  By 
ttiarry  finding  their  own  pleafurei,  by  idle  walking,  need- 
lefs  vtfirsi  and  other  worldly  diverfions  and  recreations  : 
While  in  the  mean  time  few  make  conference  of  fetting 
tp&rt  -and  fpendirig  tins  day  as  a  day  of  facred  reft* 
according  to  its  mftitution,  for  entertaining  fcrious 
thoughts  of  the  works  of  God  and  redeeming  lore,  for 
attending  religious  worftrip  without  detraction,  for  pro* 
mating  Spirituality  and  heavenly  mindednefs,  for  hold* 
idg  communion  with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
for  looting  their  hearts  from  the  world,  and  preparing 
for  death  and  heaven.  Alas  f  many,  inftead  of  fuch 
fcscrcifes,  do  dedicate  this  holy  day  to  profanity  ;  and, 
in  place  of  feiving  God  the  Author  of  it,  they  ferve  the 
deiril  and  their  lulls  upon  it,  by  gaming,  drinking,  fwear- 
ingr  uncleannefs,  filthy  fpeeches,  jelling  upon  facred 
ihmgs,  and  reproaching  the  devout  worshippers  of  God  I 
And  fo  they  go  fader  to  hell  upon  the  Lord's  day,  than 
upon  any  other  day  of  the  week. 
»  Wc  likewife  bewail  stnd  t edify  againft  the  ftational 
tnd  relational  fins  which  abound  in  the  land,  among  pa- 
rents and  children,  matters  and  fervants,  hulbands  and 
wires,  magiftrates  and  fubjecls,  minifters  and  people  •, 
faperiors,  inferiors,  and  equals.  Alas  I  many  fuperiors 
ire  guilty  of  contempt  of  their  inferiors,  of  proud  and 
imperious  carriage  towards  them,  of  opprefling  them,  or 
ruling  them  with  rigour,  of  difcouraging  them  from 
#hat'is  good,  and  encouraging  them  to  what  is  evil. 
Many  inferiors  are  guilty  of  defpifing  their  fuperiors, 
envying  their  fituation,  difobedience  to  their  juft  com- 
frmndawid  counfels,  and  not  imitating  their  good  ex* 
inples  ;  and  particularly  many  children  are  thus  dread- 
Fa  lly"  guilty  with  refpeel:  to  their  godly  parents.  And> 
imong  equals,  there  is  little  brotherly  love,  mutual  ef- 
eem  and  good  offices  to  be  feen  j  but,  inftead  thereof, 
Vol.  IV.  3  P  very 
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* 
very  orach  appears  of  hatred*  anger,  malice,  envy,  evil* 
fpeaking,  reproaching  and  backbiting,  and  alfo  of  templ- 
ing and  encouraging  one  another  to  Gn.  Ah !  many 
parents  forget  their  engagements  at  baptifm,  and  ne- 
glect to  inftru£k  and  pray  for  their  children*  to  admo- 
nidi  and  reprove  them  when  needful,  and  either  do  not 
correA  them  at  all,  or  do  it  unduly,  provoking  them  to 
wrath.  Oh  !  many  heads  of  families  negleS  famiry- 
religion,  prayer,  praifes,  and  catechifing  of  children  and 
fervants,  and  requiring  an  account  of  the  fermons  they 
hear ;  or  at  beft  they  perform  family-prayer  and  other 
duties  in  a  cold  and  formal  manner.  Oh  how  man? 
have  no  more  care  of  the  fouls  of  their  families  than  if 
they  had  none  !  They  feck  only  their  own  things,  per- 
fuing  the  bufinefs  of  a  prefent  animal  life,  and  not  die 
things  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  what  concerns  their  fpiri- 
tual  or  eternal  life !  And  many  who  have  formerly 
come  good  length,  and  kept  good  order  in  their  fami- 
lies, have  fadly  declined,  loft  their  wonted  livelinefs  and 
fpirituality  in  God's  fervice,  and  let  their  duties  dwin- 
dle away  into  a  dead  formality,  contenting  themfelves 
with  external  performances,  ordinances  and  communions, 
without  any  communion  with  God  in  them. 

We  muft  alio  regret  the  untendernefs  and  loofenefs 
of  the  walk  and  conduft  of  fome  in  the  miniftry,  where- 
by not  a  few  are  tempted  to  abhor  the  offerings  of  tk 
Lord  -,  and  a  Gallio  like  indifferency  in  others  about  the 
public  intereft  of  Chrift,  if  it  go  well  with  their  own 
private  affairs.  And  few,  alas !  are  lamenting  after  a 
departing  God,  and  fearching  into,  or  mourning  for, 
the  caufes  as  they  ought,  or  wreftling  for  a  returning 
God,  and  a  returning  glory.  Many  preachers  are  run- 
ning unfent,  and  ufmg  means  to  thruft  themfelves  in- 
to the  vineyard,  not  waiting  for  God's  call,  nor  regard- 
ing the  prayers  or  inclinations  of  his  people a,  and  who 
in  their  fermons  generally  confine  themfelves  to  fub- 
je£ts  of  natural  religion  and  moral  virtue,  and  negled 
the  dadrines  of  Chrift  and  the  Spirit,  the  peculiar  glo- 
ries of  Chriftianity ;  and  do  not  preach  the  abfolute 
freenefs  of  grace  through  Chrift,  as  the  fpring  of  a  fin- 
ner's  j  unification  and  f-iivation.     Like  wife,  not  a  few 
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minifters  and  Chriftians  want  love  and  a  due  forbear- 
ance to  others  who  differ  from  them  in  fome  lefftt  mat- 
ters ;  Entertain  harfh  thoughts,  and  break  out  into  Un- 
charitable cenfures  and  fevcre  reflexions  one  again  ft  a- 
nother,  to  the  hindrance  of  that  fweet  fellowship  and 
focial  prayer  which  they  (hould  have  together,  and  to 
the  taking  them  off  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  vitals 
and  eflentials  of  religion,  and  from  pure  ordinances, 
which  God  continues  (till  to  own. 

We  lament  the  malicious  and  revengeful  thoughts  of 
many,  and  the  frequrtit  fallies  of  their  ungoverned  paf- 
fions,  which  fometimes  break  out  into  provoking  lan- 
guage and  a£h  of  violence,  and  even  into  bloodihed 
and  murders ;  and  often  the  law  is  not  duly  execute  a- 
gainft  murderers. 

We  teftify  againft  the  prevailing  fins  of  tippling,  drun- 
kennefs,  gluttony,  chambering,  wantonnefs  fornication, 
adultery,  unnatural  lufts,  and  all  forts  of  uncleannefs, 
wanton  geftures,  obfeene  talk,  immodeft  apparel,  lafci- 
vious  fongs  and  dancings,  lottery  games,  balls,  affem- 
blies,  and  ftage-plays,  which,  however  fa(hionable  they 
may  be,  we  look  upon  as  unbecoming  the  gravity,  feri- 
oafneft,  faith  and  hope  of  true  Chriftians,  who  profefs 
to  place  all  their  happinefs  in  the  enjoyment  of  God, 
and  to  be  careful  to  abftain  from  all  appearance  of  evil, 
and  wait  for  the  coming  of  their  Lord  and  Saviour  from 
heaven. 

Likewife,  we  bear  witnefs  againft  the  prevailing  evils 
of  dealing,  robbing,  extortion,  defrauding,  prodigality, 
fimony,  bribery,  running  of  goods,  mens  uGng  unlawful 
occupations,  living  above  their  incomes,  undertaking 
vexatious  law  fuits,  pleading  for  caufes  manifeftly  un- 
iuft  ;  Lying,  flandering,  fpreading  evil  reports,  aggravat- 
ing fmaller  faults,  ram  cerifuring,  (importing  falfe  wit- 
nefies,  backbiting,  fcolding,   fcoffing,  mifconftru&ing 
the  anions,  words  or  intentions  of  others :  Mens  dif- 
content  with  their  lot  and  condition  in  the  world  :  en- 
vying or  grieving  at  the  profperity  or  credit  of  their 
neighbours.;  being  glad  at  their  adverfity,  mifcarriage, 
at  difgrace  ;  coveting  or  entertaining  inordinate  motions 
3  P  2  and 
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and  affections  to  thofe  things  which  belong  to  their 
neighbours. 

Moreover,  we  bewail  and  teftify  againft.  all  the  fore- 
faid  Gn9»  evils  and  defections  of  die  land,  as  being  high* 
It  aggravated  in  the  fight  of  God,  being  committed  a- 
gainft  clear  light,  the  Spirit's  drivings,  manifold  warn- 
ings, alluring  mercies,  folemn  covenants,  and  wonderful 
deliverances ;  againft  great  pains  taken  by  God  upon 
the  land  to  reclaim  and  reform  them,  fuch  as  reproofs, 
challenges,  exhortations,  expo  ft  ulat  tons,  invitations,  pro- 
rnifes,  threatnings  and  lefler  judgments.     And  tbcfe 
our  fms  and  defections  have  been  long  continued  in, 
until  very  many  are  become  fecure,  fenfelefs  and  har- 
dened in  them,  nay,,  even  bold  and  impudent,  fo  farts 
to  avow  and  juftify  them,  to  defpife  admonitions,  and 
mock  at  reproofs.    Like  wife  they  are  turned  very  uni- 
verfal ;  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  perfons  are  involved  in 
the  guilt  of  them,  rich  and  poor,  great  and  fmall,  nobi- 
lity,, gentry,  magiftrates,    mtnifters,  commons,    &c. 
Alas  !    our  nobility  and  perfons  of  diftin£Han,  who 
once  appeared  with  zeal  for  God's  truths,  and  for  advan- 
cing reformation,  are  fadly  degenerated,  and  generally 
corrupted,  either  with  erroneous  principles,  or  vicious 
practices.      Our  commons,  many  of  them  are  deftroj- 
ed  with  ignorance,  profanity,   or  earthly-mindednefe. 
Our  profefibrs  of  religion,  alas !  carnality  and  formality 
prevail  among  them,  and  lively  piety  is  like  to  dwindle 
away.     Oh  how  defperate  doth  our  cafe  appear  when 
under  fuch  terrible  aggravations  of  guilt !  How  ripe  do 
we  feem  to  be  for  defolating  ftrokes,  and  fweeping  judg- 
ments !  What  caufe  have  we  to  look  out  for  them 
every  day,  and  to  fear  and  tremble  before  a  holy,  juft, 
and  provoked  God  !  acording  to  thefe  awful  texts  of 
Scripture,  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  15.  16.  Ifa.  xxii,  12.  &c» 
Jer.  \u  15.   viii.  12.    xi.  10.  11.    xxii,  7,  8,  9.  Amos 
viii.  2,  3.  &c.     Micah  iii.   11,   12.    Hof.  xiii.  5,  6,  7. 
which  is  very  applicable  to  our  cafe. 

But  is  there  no  hope  in  Ifrael  concering  this  thing  ? 
"  Is  there  not  balm  inGilead  i"  "  IstherenotaPhyfician 
there  ?"  Is  there  not  virtue  in  Chrift's  blood  for  the 
mod  defperate  cafes  that  churches  can  be  in  ?  Oh  if 

miniftcrs 


AT*  air  end  Impartial  Testimony.  493 

minifters  and  people  were  applying  to  him  by  faith, 
there  would  be  hope.  Should  we  not  then  plead  with 
our  mother  to  confider  her  defedtions  from  God,  and 
to  be  deeply  humbled  and  mourn  for  them,  and  to  turn 
from  them  to  the  Lord  by  true  repentance  and  refor- 
mation, and  to  pTay  and  plead,  his  promifes  of  mercy 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  fuch  as  that  in  Jer.  in.  22.  "  Re- 
fers, ye  backfliding  children,  and  I  will  heal  your  back- 
{Hdings .?*  We  have  very  lately  had  a  furpriuag  evi- 
dence of  the  Lor  J*  s  willingncfs  to  return  and  heal  us ; 
what  a  wonderful  ftephas  he  made  towards  it,  by  pour* 
ing  out  his  Spirit  upon  feveral  congregations  of  the 
land !  O  what  encouragement  doth  this  give  the  whole 
'hud  to  apply  to  him  for  mercy,  and  to  let  abour  reffcr- 
maiion  !  particularly  to  our  General  Aflembiies  and  all 
inferior  judicatories,  to  go  out  and  meet  a  merciful  re- 
turning God,  who  has  no  dclig&t  in  our  ruin,  and  that 
ia  the  way  of  faith,  humiliation  and  prayer;  euaying 
Xincerely  to  do  ail  in  their  power  to  remove  the  grounds 
of  the  Lord's  controverfy,  redrefs  grievances,  amend 
what  is  wrong,  and  take  every  (tumbling  block  out  of 
the  .way  of  ferious  well-meaning  people,  which  is  im- 
psoven  as  an  occanon  of  our  lamentable  divifions.  For 
{hefe  ends,  let  us  humbly  plead  with  our  Mother. 
I.  In  as  much  as  the  church  is  and  ought  to  be  the 

C'llar  and  ground  of  the  truth,  aud  her  judicatories  are 
>und  to  affert,  maintain  and  defend  every  one  of  God's 
truths  when  attacked  by  advertaries,  to  tranfmit  them 
in  their  purity  to  pofterity,  and  to  give  their  teftimony 
and  approbation  to  them,  for  upholding  them  again  ft 
thofe  teachers  who  would  overturn  them  ;  and  feeing 
all  the  members  of  the  judicatories  in  this  church  have 
fubferibed  our  Confeflion  of  Faith,  and  profefs  to  ad- 
here to  the  truths  therein,  we  humbly  plead  that  they 
mayihew  more  concern  for  the  fupport  of  thefe  truths 
than  has  been  done  of  late  years.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  not  only  the  Epifcopal  clergy,  but  feveral  minifters 
of  this  church,  have  taught  and  vented  errors,  and  re- 
commended erroneous  books ;  and  fome  of  them  have 
been  arraigned  before  the  General  AfTembly,  as  Profef- 
for  Simfon,  Profefibr  Campbell  and  Dr  Wifhart ;  and 
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.  though  wc  are  far  from  thinking  that  this  church  hath 
adopted  or  homologated  any  of  their  errors,  yet  many 
welt- withers  of  the  church  are  of  opinion  they  were  not 
fufhciently  animadverted  upon,  but  too  eafily  difmifled, 
which  may  give  encouragements  to  others  to  fpread  er- 
ror.    And  therefore  we  beg  leave  to  plead,  that  the 
General  AfTembly  would  in  the  moil  proper  manner 
teftify  their  abhorrence  of  thefe  errors  whereof  the  fore* 
faid  perfons  were  accufed,  and  thefe  Popifh  errors  which 
the  Epifcopai  clergy  are  introducing,  and  other  errors 
which  are  propagated  through  theifland;  and  give  warn- 
ning  to-all  the  minifters  and  members  of  this  church  to 
guard  againft  them,  and  ftudy  to  prevent  the  infe&on 
of  them  :  aud  particularly  thefe  errors  which  ftrike  a- 
-  garnft  the  do£fcrine  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  and  the  one- 
nefs  of  the  Godhead ;  or  againft  the  fupreme  Deity  of 
our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  ;  or  againft 
the  doclrines  of  free  grace,  in  our  juftification  and  fat- 
vat  ion ;  and  of  the  glory  of  God  being  the  chief  fpring 
and  motive  of  virtue  and  religion.     And  alfo,  that  the 
AfTembly  would  declare,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  af- 
foilzie  any  man  procefTed  for  error,  that  he  profefs  his 
adherence  to  our  Confeflion  of  Faith,   or  explain  his 
words  into  a  fenfe  confident  with  it ;  but  that  he  ex- 
prcfsly  renounce  thofe  errors  which  are  charged  upon 
him  from  his  words,  according  to  the  plain  and  obvious 
fenfe  of  them. 

II.  We  would  alfo  plead,  that  though  the  precious 
doctrines  of  the  fupremacy  and  headfhip  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  over  his  church,  and  the  church's  intrinfic 
power  derived  from  him,  are  well  afferted  in  our  Con- 
feiTion  of  Faith,  Larger  Catechifm,  Form  of  Church- 
government  approven  by  AfTembly  1645,  F°«n  of  Pro- 
cefs  1 707,  and  other  public  deeds  of  this  church, agreea- 
bly to  the  holy  Scriptures ;  yet,  in  regard  fome  things 
have  been  done  both  of  old  and  of  late  which  appear 
not  fo  agreeable  to  thefe  excellent  principles,  that  the 
AfTembly  would  declare  their  deteitation  of  every  thing, 
whether  in  fentiment  or  practice,  that  is  inconfiftem 
with  ChrifTs  Headfhip,  and  the  church's  intrinfic  pow- 
er, aflertcd  in  our  Confeffion  of  Faith,  particularly  chap. 
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xxx.  'Se&.  1,  2.  in  thefe  words;  "  The  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  King  and  Head  of  his  church,  hath  therein 
appointed  a  government  in  the  hand  of  church  officers* 
diftinfl:  from  the  civil  magiftrate.  To  thefe  officers  the 
keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  are  committed,"  &c. 

IIL  We  muft  likewife  plead  with  our  Mother,  to 
cleave,  clofely  to  our  reformation  principles,  and  carry 
always  towards  the  grievance  of  patronage  as  a  finful 
ufurpation  upon  the  church  of  God,  as  the  church  hath 
frequently  declared  both  of  old  and  of  late.  And  al- 
though we  know  there  have  been  laudable  endeavours 
ufed  by  this  church  to  be  freed  from  this  ufurpation, 
fnch  as  the  commiflion's  addrefs  in  the  year  1712*  ap- 

E roved  by  the  next  Afiembiy  $  the  memorial  of  Aflern- 
ly  1715  ;  the  commiflion's  fending  minifters  to  Lon- 
don in  1 71 7  to  feek  relief  from  it ;  and  alfo  the  com* 
miffion  1734,  and  again  the  Afiembiy  17359  fending 
commifiioners  with  addreffes  for  repealing  the  patron- 
age-ad :  and  when  all  thefe  endeavours  proved  unfuc- 
ccfsful,  the  Afiembiy  1736  did,  by  their  foiemnand  de- 
liberate refolution,  printed  to  the  world,  give  it  as  their 
judgment  that  it  was  ft  ill  molt  juft  and  fit,  upon  the 
firft  favourable  occafion,  to  apply  for  redrefs  of  this 
grievance ;  and  did  record  their  weighty  grounds  and 
reafons  for  it :  and  alfo  the  faid  Afiembiy  1736,  a&  14. 
did  afiert  our  principles  againft  iotrufions,  and  homolo- 
gate our  ftandards  and  former  good  a£U  of  Afiembiy  re- 
lative thereto :  Yet  we  cannot  but  lament,  that,  not- 
withftauding  all  thefe  deeds,  there  are  many  minifters 
and  preachers  who  (till  encourage  and  ftrengthen  the 
ufurpation  of  patronage,  and  chufe  fettlements  by  pre- 
fentations  rather  than  by  gofpel  calls,  for  which  the  law 
ft  ill  leaves  an  open  door.  And  the  judicatories  con- 
nive at  this  their  unaccountable  practice,  and  even  ob- 
trude feverals  of  them  upon  reluctant  congregations, 
capable  and  willing  to  make  a  right  choice  for  them- 
felves  \  which  has  occafioned  a  dti'mal  fcatteriiig  of  the 
flock  of  Chrift,  and  miferable  anirnofities,  diforders,  a:id 
diftra£tions  in  many  places  of  the  land,  to  the  great 
hindrance  of  the  gofpel.  For  remedying  whereof,  it  is 
humbly  propped,  1.  That  the  General  Afiembiy  would 

declare. 
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declare,  that  Prefbyteries  having  free  accefil  to  tnodente 
in  calls  to  vacant  parifhes,  and  congregation!  hiring 
freedom  to  chufe  their  minifters,  b  m  part  of  the  difci- 
plinc  and  government  of  this  church,  which  by  the  For- 
mula 17x1  all  minifters  and  preachers  are  bound  to 
support  and  maintain,  and  to  do  nothing  diredly  or  in- 
directly to  the  prejudice  thereof,  as  it  is  there  worded. 
2.  That  the  Affembly  would  difcharge  all  minifters  and 
preachers  to  take  meafures  to  obtrude  themferves  or  0- 
thers  upen  congregations  againft  their  will,  by  premu- 
tations or  aiTy  other  nay ;  and  to  declare  if  any,  by  his 
accepting  of  or  adhering  to  a  presentation,  {hall  (land 
in  the  way  of  a  Prefbytery's  free  moderation,  of  a 
parifh's  free  election,  he  (hall  be  looked  upon  as  u  de- 
ferter  of  the  principles  of  this  church;  and  treated  is 
guilty  of  contraveening  his  folemn  engagements  by  the 
ffcid  Formula  and  otherwife.  3.  That  the  AfietnUy 
would  inforce  the  14th  aft  of  Affcmbly  1736  againft 
inrrufions,  and  take  care  in  all  fettlcments,  and  in  all 
afts  which  may  be  framed  concerning  them,  to  main- 
lain  our  principles,  and  the  juft  rights  of  Chriftian  con- 
gregations ;  and  exprefVly  difcharge  all  inferior  judica- 
tories to  pl.iiit  any  pariih  contrary  to  the  mind  of  the 
eldetlhip  and  Chriftian  people,  with  certification;  fee- 
ing there  is  no  ground  to  expect  that  the  great  ends  of 
a  gofpel-miniftry  can  be  obtained  in  fuch  forced  fettle- 
men  tb.  4.  That  the  Affembly  would  enjoin  all  judica- 
tories and  minifters  to  have  a  due  regard  to  all  the 
members  of  Ch rift's  ilock,  and  to  all  ferious  praying 
Chrittians,  and  not  to  defpife  thofe  of  them  who  are 
poor  and  mean  in  the  world,  but  to  efteem  and  put 
honour  upon  them,  and  feek  an  intereft  in  their  pray- 
ers, and  have  a  regard  to  their  inclinations  in  planting 
parilhcs :  and  in  ail  Jecifions  about  fettlements  and 
calls  wherein  the  glory  of  God  and  good  of  fouls  are 
highly  concerned,  to  guard  againit  the  fear  of  man,  which 
brings  a  i'nare.  And  to  beware  of  all  fuch  lax  manage- 
ment*, or  u mender  Heps,  as  may  drive  good  men  from 
judicatories  or  the  communion  of  the  church  5.  That 
the  Ailcmbly  take  cave  that  all  concerned  in  calling  of 
mir.iilcrs  have  freedom  to  aft,  without  any  compulsion 
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r  Undue  influence.  6.  That  the  Aflembly  order,  that 
congregations  who  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  fettle-* 
lent;  of  minifters  without  their  content,  (hall  be  treat-  - 
d  with  companion  and  lenity;  and  to  fall  upon  methods 
J  remove  fuch  minifters  from  them,  when  parithes 
annot  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  them.  7.  That  the 
Lffembly  appoint,  that  all  appeals  from  the  fentence? 
f  fyttods  be  only  to  the  General  Aflembly;  and,  if 
derc  be  any  of  them  which  the  Aflembly  cannot  over- 
ike>  that  they  be  referred  to  the  commiffion,  to  be 
ldged  by  them  at  meeting  immediately  after  the  Af- 
mnbly#  when  their  diets  are  numerous ;  it  not  being 
gretable  to  Prcfbytcrian  principles  and  parity,  that  a 
reat  number  of  minifters  fliould  be  fubje£Jted  to  the 
lthority  and  judgement  of  a  lefier.  8.  That  prefcy- 
ries  be  ftri&ly  injoined  to  be  mod  careful  and  confei- 
itious  in  licenfing  men  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  in 
jferving  the  many  good  a£ts  of  Aflembly  thereanent ; 
id  that  both  prefbyteries  and  fynods  (hall  enquire, 
jt  only  into  their  literature,  but  alfo  into  their  fenfe 
id  favour  of  true  godlincfs,  and  into  their  acquaintance 
ith  the  true  gofpei-fcheme  of  j unification,  and  the 
ay  of  making- ufe  of  Chrift,  and  living  by  faith  upon 
m,  and  with  the  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  their  fouls, 
id  experimental  religion  *,  and  alfo  enquire  into  their 
ntiments  concerning  patronage  and  other  grievances 
:  the  church :  And  that  pre(byteries  recommend  none 
>  fynods  or  other  prefbyteries  to  be  entered  upon  trials* 
at  fuch  as  they  can  fafely  atteft  in  terms  of  thefe  a£U 
ad  rules.  9.  That  the  Aflembly  declare,  that  as  it  is 
ie  duty  of  minifters,  fo  they  are  (till  at  full  freedom,  to 
:ftify  in  a  becoming  manner,  and  upon  proper  grounds 
gainft  the  prevailing  corruptions  of  the  times,  and  even 
gainft  what  is  wrong  in  the  a&s  and  proceedings  o£ 
hurch  judicatories.  10.  That  prefbyteries  be  injoin- 
d  to  be  ftri&iy  confeientious  in  atteiting  ruling  elders 
/ho  are  to  fit  in  Aflernblies  or  com  millions,  and  part- 
icularly that  they  be  qualified  in  terms  of  the  9th  a£c 
f  Aflembly  1722,  as  their  atteftation  is  appointed  to 
ear  $  and  that  every  preibytery  (hall  caufe  read  the 
lid  ad  every  time  before  they  either  chufe  or  atteft 
Vol  .IV.  3  OL  anv 
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any  elder*  x  i .  That  the  Aflembly  make  more  narrow 
enquiry  into  the  right  and  warrant  which  corteges  and 
royal  burghs  have  to  chufe  minifters  or  elders  to  fit  in 
the  General  A&mbly. 

IV.  We  humbly  plead  that  national  fads  and  thankf 
{firings  may  be  more  frequently  appointed,  when  God 
ip  his  providence  calls  unto  them  ;  and  that  no  occa- 
fion  be  given  to  any  to  fay  that  the  church  hat  refigned 
her  power  into  the  hands  of    the  magistrate.    And 
feeing  at  this  time  there  is  a  manifeft  growth  of  infi- 
delity, error  and  i.n  piety ;  of  <<efe&ions,  grofs  fins  and 
abominations ;  of  contempt  of  God,  perjuries,  and  un» 
neceflary  multiplying  of   oaths  ;     of  woful  divifions, 
breaches,  and  want  of  brotherly  love   and   Chriftian 
charity ,  befides  grieving  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  mani- 
fold fpiritual  plagues  every-  where  abounding ;  and  aU 
fo  the  terrible  judgements  of  the  fword  and  plague 
raging  in  other  nations,  which  may  very  foon  reach  us ; 
all  which  are  vilible  tokens  of  the  Lord's  anger  and  in- 
dignation gone  out  againft  us,  and  caM  us  loudly  to 
mourning  and  humiliation  before  the  Lord  :  Where- 
fore we  think  it  our  duty  to  plead  with  humility,  that 
the  General  Affembly  would  lay  thefe  things  to  heart, 
and  appoint  a  folemn  national  fail  to  be  religioufiy  ob- 
ferved  becaufe  of  them  :  and  that  they  would  be  more 
particular  than  heretofore,  in  enumerating  the  grounds 
and  caufes  of  the  faid  fall,  namely,  Our  own  and  our 
forefathers  fins  and  defections,  by  covenant  breaking, 
and  treacherons  dealing  with  God,  and  the  fearful  in- 
dignities  done   to   our  folemn  covenants  in  the  late 
times,  taken  notice  of  by  the  Aflembly  1701  \  the  blaf- 
phemous  advancing  the  magiftrate's   fupremacy  over 
the  houfe  of  God  ;  the  impofing  and  taking  of  finful 
oaths,  efpccialiy  the  felf-contradi&ory  Tefi ;  the  (bed- 
ding the  blood  of  God's  fervants  and  people  for  not 
complying  with    the  evil  courfes  of  thefe  times ;  the 
ErqJHan  encroachments  made  upon  the    Headfhip  of 
Chrift,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  church ; 
the  encouragement  which  is  given  to  all  manner  of 
errors $  our  backflidings  from  reformation  principles,  the 
intrufions  made  upon  congregations,  and  the  Scattering 
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k  of  the  Lord's  flock ;  the  abounding  of  all  manner  of 
profanity  and  immorality,  Atheififi  and  blafphemy,  es- 
pecially in  our  armies  and  fleets,  which,  alas  !  are  fo 
great  and  avowed  in  them,  that,  inftead  of  fcrvins  as  a 
hedge  and  defence  to  us,  their  fins  may  provoke  the 
Lord  to  bring  defolating  ftrokes  both  on  them  and 
iu.  Thefe,  and  many  other  fins*  evils  and  defections, 
before  mentioned  and  witneffed  again  ft  in  this  Tefti- 
many  (to  which  we  refer)  may  very  fitly  be  brought  in 
among  the  caufes  of  a  national  fail,  feeing  they  great- 
ly abound  in  the  land ;  and  efpecially  that  fin  which 
may  be  reckoned  the  fource  of  all  the  reft,  namely,  the 
"  undervaluing  of  redeeming  love,  and  flighting  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift"  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel,  and  our 
woful  mifimprovement  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  walk- 
ing unanfwerably  to  them. 

V*  As  we  think  ourfelves  bound  thus  to  plead  with  our 
Mother,  to  do  away  her  fins  and  provocations,  and  put 
a  (top  to  all  her  defections ;  fo  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
plead  with  her  to  deliberate  upon,  and  take  the  moil 
proper  and  effectual  methods  for  reviving  the  power  of 
godlinefs,  and  the  practice  of  gofpel-holinefs ;  and  par- 
ticulary  that  our  General  Affemblies,  when  they  meet, 
would  fet  apart  diets  for  thefe  ends,  and  would  alfo  re- 
commend it  warmly  to  fynods,  preibyteries,  kirk-feffions, 
and  private  Chriftianp,  to  confult  together  for  promot- 
ing religion  and  godlinefs  in  the  bounds  where  they 
live,  and  to  have  their  fet  times  of  meeting  for  fpiritual 
conference,  fading,  prayer  and  wreftling,  for  the  down- 
pouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  whole  church  and  land, 
lor  awakening,  convincing,  converting  and  reforming 
a  fecure  and  finful  people ;  and  at  thefe  meetings  to 
quicken,  excite  and  exhort  one  another  to  all  religi- 
ous duties  and  Chriftian  offices,  looking  earneftly  to 
the  Lord  for  his  Spirit's  influence  and  fpecial  blef- 
ling  upon  all  thefe  means  and  endeavours,  and  con- 
tinuing dill  in  the  ufe  of  means,  waiting  fox^  a  more 
plentiful  effufion  of  the  Spirit,  until  at  length  the 
whole  land  arrive  at  the  nappy  frame  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  our  forefathers,  when  they  with  one  confent 
renewed  covenant  with  God,  and  dedicated  themelves 
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and  their  pofteritv  unto  the  Lord.  And  that  they  re- 
commend it  efpecially  to  the  minifters  to  be  exemplary 
and  actively  instrumental  in  fuch  religious  proje&a  and 
tieGgns  among  their  people,  and  even  to  travail  in  birth 
till  Chrift  be  formed  in  their  fouls ;  and  carefully  to  ob» 
ferve  the  directions  of  the  7  th  aft  of  Aflembly  1736, 
concerning  the  preaching  of  Chrift  and  regeneration  to 
them,  and  preffing  morality  in  a  gofpel-ftrain  ;  and  in 
their  miniftrations  to  make  a  difference  betwixt  the 
•  precious  and  the  vile,  between  humble,  praying  circum- 
lpe£t  Chriftians,  and  formal  profeflbrs ;  to  honour  them 
that  fear  the  Lord,  though  they  be  poor ;  to  fpeak  well 
of  them,  fupport  their  characters  againft  enemies  and 
(coffers,  and  carry  with  them  greater  familiarity  to 
them  than  others. 

O  how  pleafant  and  defirable  a  fight  would  it  be,  to 
fee  minifters,  elders  and  Chriftians,  joining  in  fuch  noMe 
defigns  and  endeavours  !  What  a  promifing  token  for 
good  would  it  be,  if  all  the  minifters  and  members  of 
this  church  were  fetting  about  wreftling  and  prayer  for 
the  Lord's  returning  unto  us  by  his  Spirit,  and  endea- 
vouring a  perfonal  and  general  reformation  of  all  that 
is  wrong  among  us,  and  in  this  way  ftudying  to  keep 
the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  with  all 
lowlinefs,  meeknefs  and  long  fuffering,  forbearing  one 
another  in  love  !  Thefe  things,  if  gone  into,  we  hope 
would  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  honour  and  wel- 
fare of  this  church,  the  credit  of  the  holy  miniftry,  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  the  Lord's  people,  and  the 
healing  of  our  prefent  miferable  rents  and  breaches. 
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IT  is  fit  the  Reader  fhould  know,  that  the  preceding 
Testimony  was  figned  and  fent  to  the  prefs  before 
the  Afiembly  1744;  otherwife  fome  occurrences,  which 
have  made  fome  noife  fince  that  time,  had  been  noticed 
in  it,  fome  of  which  I  (hall  mention  in  a  Poft/cript  after 
the  Adherence  and  fubferiptions  fubjoined  tothUTeftx- 
mony. 

Likewife  it  is  proper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  (le&  he 
be  furprifed  with  the  paucity  of  the  fubferibers)  that 
there  were  not  very  many  who  had  opportunity  to  fee 
and  perufe  the  Tejlimony  before  it  was  publifhed ;  and 
a  great  part  of  thofe  who  did  fee  it,  though  they  agreed 
to  the  fcope  ancj  fubftance  of  it,  in  regard  it  contained 
their  fentiments,  yet  they  thought  not  proper  to  fub- 
fcribe  it  upon  fome  prudential  confiderations,  which 
(with  all  fubmiflion)  I  cannot  fay  have  the  fame  weight 
with  me  as  with  them.  Yet  at  the  fame  time  I  arr* 
bound  in  juftice  to  own,  that  fundry  of  thefeare  perfons 
whom  I  highly  value,  and  reckon  to  be  real  friends  of 
truth  and  ieformation  as  well  as  others.  Wherefore, 
when  I  found  things  turn  out  in  this  manner,  and  not 
as  I  expe&ed,  I  defifted  from,  afking  more  fubferiptiorifi 
to  this  Te/Iimcny,  which  (as  told  in  the  Preface  and  in 
the  Adherence)  was  not  defigned  to  be  the  badge  of  a 
party,  or  a  term  of  communion.  But  if  any  now,  upon 
feeing  and  confidering  this  Te/limony  when  publifhed, 
with  the  reafons  for  it,  (hall  incline  to  join  with  it,  and 
fend  their  fubferiptions  to  the  printer,  with  fuch  form 
of  Adherence,  Exceptions  or  Amendments,  as  they  think 
proper,  they  (hall  be  taken  in,  and  juftice  done  them  in 
a  fecond  Edition,  if  it  be  called  for. 

As  for  thpTe  who  have  willingly  offered  their  fubferip- 
tions to  this  Effay  I  could  not  warrantably  fupprefs 
them,  though  few,  without'  their  own  confent.  God 
may  countenance  the  honeft  mints  of  a  fmall  number 
when  he  thinks  fit.  Wherefore  I  (hall  annex  them  here, 
w^th  the  form  of  Adherence  which  they  agreed  unto. 

ADHERENCE. 
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WE,  whofe  r.2tnes  are  underwritten,  having  feen 
and  conferred  the  above  Piper,  called,  A  Pair 
and  ]n partial  Testitxtrj*  Zee.  do  hereby  declare,  That 
v  thirk  the  fc.pe  an  '  inrentin  of  it  good,  and  that  it 
do'h  expprfs  the  femiments  of  many  minifters,  elders 
and  Cbriflian  per  pie  cf  the  church  of  Scotland,  concern- 
ing the  principle*,   wrefllings,  and  attainments  of  the 
faid  church,  and  concerning  the  defection*,  cormptiens 
and  evils  the rtin  mentioned.     And  in  regard  the  faid 
teftimnny  feems  to  he  drawn  up  with  impartiality,  plain- 
ntfs,  and  uprightness  of  deGgn,  not  to  be  the  badge  of 
a  party,  or  a  term  of  communion  *,  but  a  banner  for 
truth,  a  prompter  to  reformation,  and  the  means  of 
healing  breaches  :    we  humbly  judge  it  needful  afld 
feafonable  in  this  day  of  Bachfidtng  and  Divifion ;  hop- 
ing it  may  be  ufeful  for  maintaining  and  preferring 
truth,  purity  and  godlinefs  in  the  prefent  age,  and  for 
tr-mfmitting  the  fame  to  pofterity ;  and  that  it  will  ei- 
ther be  fbme  check  to  the  progrefs  of  corruption,  or  a 
flanging  witnefs  againft  it.     Wherefore  we  join  with 
the  faid  Icstimotiy  in  witneffing  for  the  truths,  and  a- 
gair>ft  the  rvils  therein  Specified  ;  and  in  pleading  with 
our  Mother  to  exert  herfelf  to  ftop  Defeclion,  and  ei&J 
Reformation.     And  have  fubferibed  thefe  prefects, 

Jo.  Wii.i.tson,  M.  A.  Minifter  at  Dundee. 
Jo.  Gillies,  Af.  A.  Minifter  at  Carraldftone. 
Jo.  Row.  M.  A.  Minifter  at  Navare  and  Letbnet. 
J  a.  Small,  AT  A.  Minifter  at  Cartnylie. 
IJav    Plaif,  M.  A.  Minifter  at  Brechin. 
(mo.  Aitken,  M.  A.  Minifter  at  Mo*troftt 
Geo.  LroN,  Jlf*  A.  Minifter  at  Longforgan. 
Geo.  Mark,  M.  A   Minifter  at  Murrofe. 
George  Peter,  Elder. 
Gideon  Rutherford,  Elder. 
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T*HE  reafon  why  fome  late  occurrences  are  not 
in  the  Teflimony  was  given  before.  Wherefore 
.  I  mull  now  add  a  word  relating  to  fome  of  them.  And, 
ift>  concerning  Mr  Leechman's  fermon  on  prayer, 
firft  publiflied  laft  year,  which  was  quarrelled  by  the 
prefcytery  of  Glafgow,  and  brought  before  the  fynod, 
and  afterwards  to  the  AfTembly  this  year  2744.  Had 
Mr  Leech  man  written  what  he  faith  in  that  fenrion 
by  way  of  a  letter  to  a  Deift  or  an  enemy  to  prayer,  in 
order  to  prove  the  reafon ablenefs  and  advantages  of 
prayer,  it  might  have  pafikd  without  obfervation  :  But 
for  a  preacher  of  Chrift  to  deliver  fuch  a  fermon  to  a 
Chriftian  audience,  that  perhaps  never  heard  him  before, 
and  might  never  hear  him  again,  and  to  publifh  it  too, 
in  this  form,  to  the  whole  world,  is  to  me  very  fur* 

Erifing  and  offenfive.  For  when  he  propofes  to  teach 
is  Chriftian  hearers  and  readers  the  nature  of  prayer, 
he  prefents  God  as  the  obje£t  of  it  merely  as  our  Crea- 
tor, without  any  relation  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  only  Me- 
diator betwixt  God  and  man :  He  never  fpeaks  of  God 
as  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  nor  of  the  merit,  fatisfa&ion,' 
.or  interceffion  of  Chrift,  through  which  prayer  can 
only  be  offered  acceptably  to  God,  more  than  the  old 
Heathens  \  nor  fpeaks  he  of  the  influence  or  afli  ftance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which  the  duty  is  to  be  perform- 
ed. The  difpoGtion  of  mind  which  he  chiefly  recom- 
mends to  his  hearers,  for  acceptance  with  God,  is  an 
allured  truft  and  confidence  in  the  mercy  and  goodnefs 
of  their  Creator,  without  once  telling  them  through  all 
the  fermon  (which  is  long)  of  the  channel  through 
which  God's  mercy  and  goodnefs  doth  flow  to  men, 
that  he  is  a  "  confuming  fire"  to  finners  out  of  Chrift. 
Nay,  without  noticingthe  Scripture  account  of  the  con- 
veyance of  Divine  mercy,  he  afferts  that  thofe  who 
pray,  trufting  in  their  Creator's  mercy,  (hail  be  heard 
and  accepted.      See  fermon,  ad,  edit.  P.  7,  8,  10, 

A2. 
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2.  I  know  it  is  faid,  That  the  preacher,  notwithftand* 
ihg  thcfe  defefts,  is  orthodox  ;  and  that  he  made  found 
declarations  for  the  truth  before  the  judicatories.  Bat, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  let  his  after  declarations,  when 
in  h-zard  of  cenfure,  be  nerer  fo  found,  yet  the  forefaid 
omiflion9  in  a  printed  fermon  arc*  fo  very  culpable,  and 
fuch  a  bad  example  to  ftudents  of  divinity  in  one  that  is 
their  teacher,  that  the  fermon  ought  to  have  been  dif- 
approven,  the  preacher  admonifhed,  all  preachers  warn- 
cd  againft  fuch  a  Chrirtlefs  way  of  preaching,  and  a 
warm  recommendation  given  them  to  obferve  the  7th 
aft  of  Afl't* mbly  1 736  concerning  Evangelical  preaching; 
Nay,  the  prefbytery  of  Glafgow  deferred  thanks  for  the 
pains  they  had  taken  to  enquire  into  that  fermon  in  o- 
bedience  to  the  faid  ad  of  Aflrmbly,  which  injoins  all 
preachers  to  have  a  fpecial  regard  and  eye  to  Chrift  in 
all  their  fermons,  and  prefbyteries  to  fee  that  they  do  it. 
Oh  how  worthlefs,  lifelefs,  faplefs  and  fruitlefs,  muft  all 
our  preachings  and  prayers  be,  if  precious  Chrift  be  left 
out  of  them  !  Mr  Leechman's  fermon  is  one  inftance, 
among  many,  to  (hew  how  too  well  grounded  thofe 
fears  arc,  which  are  expreficd  in  the  Testimony  that 
the  faid  adl:  of  Alfembly  is  but  little  regarded,  and 
that  1  he  numbers  are  incrcafing  of  thofe  who  preach 
moral  duties  without  relation  to  Chrift,  through  whofc 
ftrcngth  all  our  duties  are  to  be  performed,  and  through 
whofe  righteoufiiefs  they  mud  be  accepted.  And,  alas ! 
it  feems  to  portend  little  good  to  this  poor  church,  when 
men  fo  little  verfant  in  the  Christian  mediatory  fcherae, 
or  fo  unaccullomed  to  evangelical  preaching  and  teach- 
ing, are  made  proftflurs  of  divinity,  and  entrufled  with 
the  education  of  youn^  men  for  the  holy  miniftry.  Nei- 
ther doth  it  bode  well,  when  men,  aflbon  as  they 
acquire  fome  title  to  a  Profeilbr's  chair  by  the  choice  01 
a  p.itron,  or  of  laicks  of  any  fort,  do  ftraightway  demit 
their  pail  oral  charge,  and  puth  on  their  own  tranfhtion 
to  the  chair,  without  any  call  or  concurrence  from  the 
church.  As  that  was  not  the  practice  of  former  times^ 
fo  it  looks  too  like  the  difailowed  practice  of  thofe  Pro* 
pkets  who  ran  before  they  were  font,  Jer.  xxtii.  21.    A 

running) 


Postscript  to  the  Testimony.  £05 

g,  alas!  that  greatly  abounds  in  this  day  !  May 
rd  in  mercy  put  a  flop  to  it ! 
ther  thins:  I  mud  here  notice ;  there  is  fomething 
xi  the  Testimony ,  in  favours  of  the  7  th  aft  of 
>ly  172a,  relating  to  the  Marrowt  &c.  which 
:e  is  heavily  charged  by  the  Aflbciate  Prefbytery 
r  aft  concerning  the  doftrine  of  grace,  which  I 
t  oqcafion  to  read  before  the  Testimony  was  fent 
jrefs.     I  have  now  again  read  over  the  AfTeoibly's 
id  upon  fecond  thoughts  I  (hall  not  fay  it  is  fo 
orded  as  could  be  wifhed,  or  that  the  word  caufa* 
it  to  be  ufed  in  afierting  the  ncceflity  of  holinefs 
tion :  but  I  truly  believe  the  meaning  of  Afifem- 
12  was  found,  and  their  intention  good,  viz.  to 
ove  every  opinion  or  expreflion  that  tended  any 
flacken  our  obligation  to  the  ftudy  of  holinefs ; 
:  brethren  have  not  juft  ground  for  their  tiarth 
:  of  that  Affembly,  becaufe  of  their  faying,  in'ex- 
g  the  neceflity  of  of  holinefs  for  obtaining  ever- 
happinefs,  that €<  it  is  to  be  meant  only  of  obi 
the  enjoyment  and  pofleflion  of  happinefs,  and 
the  right  and  title  to  it ;"  and  that  •'  it  is  dan- 
to  aflat  that  holy  obedience  is  not  a  federal  or 
Dual  mean,  nor  has  any  kind  of  cafuality  in  order 
>btaining  of  glory,  as  it  feems  to  exclude  all  ufc- 
and  influence  of  holy  obedience,  in  order  of 
towards  the  poffeffion  of  heaven."     This  laft 
>f  the  Aflembly's  words  doth  plainly  limit  the 
,  which  they  disapprove  the  foreiaid  afiertion,  viz. 
X  as  they  feem  to  exclude  the  ufefulnefs  of  holi- 
oxdcr  of  means  to  falvation.     Yet  the  brethren, 
;  noticing  that  explanatory  claufe,  do  in  their  act 
Ling  the  d&drine  of  grace,  publifhed  this  year, 
that  the  AfTembly  1722,  by  their  faid  7th  aft, 
tened  a  wide  door  to  Arminian  and  Socinian  er- 
overflow  the  church  and  land.     It  is  furpnfing 
is  heavy  charge  againft  that  AfTembly  has  lien 
t  for  22  years,  until  the  mod  part  of  that  Afie ra- 
in their  graves  -,  and  that  they  did  not  openly 
n  of  it  at  pafling  the  aft,  but  fubmitted  and 
ietly  in  the  communion  of  die  church  for  many 
IV.  3  R  years 
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years  hereafter.  It  is  uncharitable  to  charge  that  Affeip- 
bly  with  holding  opinions  contrary  to  the  ioEbr'xnt  of 
grace,  when,  in  the  very  aft  they  attack,  the  Aflembly 
profefies  a  clofe  adherence  to  our  ftandards  with  refpcck 
to  the  do£trine  of  grace.  And,  from  their  own  words, 
we  hare  all  reafon  to  conclude  they  really  did  fo,  and 
that  they  held  that  "  Believers  have  complete  falvation 
and  happinefr,  both  as  to  the  title  to  it  and  pofieflion  of 
it,  only  through  Chrift  and  his  purchafe;  and  that  their 
holinefs  here,  which  is  a  part  of  their  begun  falvation, 
is  alfo  a  part  of  drift's  purchafe,  as  well  as  eternal  glo- 
ry ;  feeing  it  is  Chrift  that  recovers  the  loft  image  of 
God  to  us,  and  re  It  ores  that  which  he  took  not  away.*1 
And  that  they  held,  "  that  no  believer  hath  any  thing 
in  himfelf,  or  of  his  own  doing,  to  reft  upon  or  glory 
in ;  but  that  he  owes  all  to  Chrift,  who  has  obtained 
the  whole  of  our  falvation,  and  every  part  and  degree 
of  it,  by  his  blood  and  mrrit."  That  they  held  all  this, 
is  evident  from  feveral  places  of  the  faid  a£fc  of  Aflem* 
bly  172a,  wherein  they  a&rt,  according  to  our  ftandards, 
that,  u  God  in  the  covenant  of  grace  freely  offers  to  a 
(inner  life  and  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  promifei 
and  gives  his  holy  Spirit  to  all'the  ele£t,  to  make  them 
able  and  willing  to  believe  and  give  holy  obedience. 
Alfo  they  affert,  That  God  juftifies  us  freely,  not  for 
any  thing  wrought  in  us  or  done  by  us,  but  for  Chrift's 
fake  alone  :  not  by  imputing  faith  itfelf,  the  aft  of  be- 
lieving, or  any  other  evangelical  obedience,  to  us  as  our 
irighteoufnefs :  but  by  imputing  the  obedience  and  fauV 
faftion  of  Chrift  unto  us  only.  That  our  repentance 
doth  not  make  any  fatisfaction  for  fin,  nor  is  any  caufc 
of  the  pardon  thereof :  That  our  beft/vorks  cannot  any 
way  merit  eternal  life  :  that  it  is  a  precious  gofpel  truth, 
that  believers  are  free  from  the  law  as  it  is  a  covenant  of 
works,  fo  as  thereby  they  are  neither  juftified  nor  con. 
demned,"  &c. 

From  thefe  and  feveral  other  expreflions  of  Affcra- 
bly  1722,  we  may  juitly  conclude,  that  their  meaning 
in  the  expreflions  quarrelled  was  found,  and  that  they  in- 
tended no  hurt  to  the  dodtrine  of  grace :  that  they  did 
not  mean  that  a  believer's  holinefs  hath  any  cafual  in- 

fluencc 
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fluence  or  virtue  to  purchafc  heaven  ;  but  that  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  in  order  of  means  (as  they  fpeak)  towards  the 
pofleffion  of  it  5  in  regard  that  God  requires  holinefs  in 
every  believer,  as  the  means  of  preparing  and  miking 
him  meet  for  poflTefling  heaven.  So  that  the  Affembly's 
fenfe  is  plainly  this,  That  as  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  way  of  merit  and  purchafe  for  obtaining 
the  believer's  right  and  title  to  heaven,  fo  holinefs  in  st 
believer  (which  alfo  Chrift  hath  purchased)  is  neceflary 
in  the  way  of  preparation  and  meetnefs  for  qualifying 
him  for  the  poffeffion  of  heaven.  Now,  we  fee,  it  is 
God  himfelf  that  makes  it  fo  neceffary,  by  fixing  an  in- 
feparable  connection  betwixt  holinefs  and  happinefs,  de- 
claring, Heb.  xii.  14,  that4'  without  holinefs  no  man 
fhall  fee  the  Lord."  Wherefore,  that  our  brethren  af- 
ter all  this  fhould  pafs  fuch  a  fevere  cenfure  againfi  the 
AiTembly's  doftrine,  as  opening  a  wide  door  for  Ar- 
xninian  and  Socinian  errors,  is  very  unjuft,  and  un- 
becoming the  duty  of  children  to  their  mother.  And 
it  is  yet  more  fo,  for  them  to  affert  (as  they  do  in  the 
fame  place,  p.  41.  without  any  proof  for  it)  that  Ar- 
minian  and  Socinian  errrors  have  actually  overflown 
this  church  like  a  flood ;  whereas  they  may  fee  a  late 
aft  of  Aflembly,  as  well  as  older  a£h,  condemning  alt 
Arminian  and  Socinian  errors,  viz.  aft  7th  Af&mbly 
1736.  Had  they  charged  fome  members  of  the  church 
tvith'fuch  errors,  the  fault  had  been  lefs;  but  to  affert 
that  a  flood  of  Arminian  and  Socinian  errors  do  over- 
flow the  church  herfelf ,  as  if  all  were  covered  with  them, 
is  a  charge  moil  terrible  and  (hocking !  I  fcafce  have  any 
words  to  anfwer  to  it,  except  to  regret  that  any  of  the 
reverend  and  dear  brethren,  whom  I  muft  ftill  regard* 
fhould  allow  themfelves  to  go  on  in  fuch  a  Latitudiriarian 
Way  of  fpeaking  and  calumniating  their  brethren.  Some 
may  think  to  excufe  themfelves,  that  it  is  from  zeal  for 
a  good  caufe,  and  a  defign  to  promote  the  interefl  of 
Chrift,  that  they  fpeak  fo  reproachfully  of  other  minif- 
ters :  but  let  fuch  remember  what  Job  faid  jo  his  three 
friends  when  they  took  the  fame  courfe,  job  xiii-  7. 
€t  Will  you  fpeak  wickedly  for  God,  and  talk  deceitfully 
for  him  r'  After  all,  however  ill-grounded  this  charge 
3R  b%,< 
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be,  yet,  feeing  it  comes  from  a  body  of  men  within  the 
land,  the  church  is  called  to  take  fome  courfe  to  Yindi- 
cate  herfelf  and  her  do&rine,  though  it  were  no  more 
but  to  maintain  her  credit  among  foreign  churches. 
Surely  fuch  a  bold  charge  from  our  brethren,  with  other 
confiderations,  ih?uld  at  length  roufe  us,  and  prevail 
with  the  General  Affembly  to  fall  in  with  the  defire  of 
many  minifters  and  prefbyteries,  to  giye  a  teftimony  a- 
gainft  thefe  errors  which  abound  in  the  land,  to  declare 
their  abhorrence  of  them,  and  to  give  warning  to  all  the 
minifters,  preachers,  and  members  of  this  church,  to 
guard  carefully  againft  them,  and  againft  every  appear- 
ance, or  approach  of  error. 

There  is  not  room  here  to  notice  any  other  thing  in 
the  brethren's  aft  concerning  the  do&rine  of  grace,  in 
which  though  there  be  many  precious  truths,  yet  there 
are  alfo  fome  affertions  too  loofe,  unguarded,  and  even 
bordering  too  near  the  do&rine  called  Atotinomiao; 
which  fhould  be  carefully  avoided,  as  well  as  that  called 
Neonomian.  But,  notwithftanding  of  all  thefe  unchari- 
table fallies,  unguarded  a  fort  ions,  and  extravagant 
heights,  which  our  brethrens  defire  to  fupport  their  in- 
tereft  againft  the  eftablifhed  church  may  drive  them  to 
at  prefent ;  there  is  ground  to  expeft,  that,  after  calm 
and  cool  thinking,  they  will  not  approve  themfelves  in 
thefe  things,  but  will  come  at  length  to  a  more  charitable 
temper,  and  (hew  regard  to  others  whom  they  fee  to  be 
found  in  the  faith,  and  zealous  for  the  do&rine  of  grace 
as  well  as  themfelves.  And  confidering  our  brethrens 
great  refolution,  and  their  zeal  for  the  purity  of  doc- 
trine, I  would  fain  hope  God  will  yet  honour  them  to 
be  ufeful  for  maintaining  his  truths,  and  make  them  a 
witneffing  remnant  for  Calvinift  principles,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  grace,  againft  all  kinds  of  Pelagian  and  Arrni- 
nian  errors,  which  this  backfliding  age  feem  too  much 
inclined  to  fall  in  with.  Upon  which  account  1  (till 
wi(h  well  to  them. 

There  is  alfo  joined  with  the  forefaid  aft,  another 
aft  for  renewing  the  covenants  national  and  folemn  league, 
with  a  new  covenaut  of  the  brethrens  framing,  in  which 
fome  things  might  be  noticed  :  not  that  I  quarrel  the 

duty 
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duty  itfelf ;    No:    I  approve  of  covenanting  wort, 
whether  it  be  national,  prefbyterial  or  congregational, 
when  rightly  managed  and  gone  about ;  and  I  pray  eaT* 
%  neftly  for  a  covenanting  frame  attd  difnofition  to  thfc 
whole  land.     I  Hkcwifi  own,  there  are  feveral  excellent 
things  in  the  brethrens  covenant,    which  we  are  all 
bound  to  bf  the  word  of  God  and  our  national  engage- 
ments ;  and  alfo  in  their  ConfeJJion  ifjins,  there  are  ma* 
ny  evils  enumerate,  which  all  ranks  amongft  us  ought 
to  be  deeply  humbled  for  before  the  Lord  :  but,  alas  I 
they  have  marred  their  ConfeJJion*  by  throwing  into  it 
feveral  things  which  either  are  doubtful,  or  elfe  plain 
miftakes  or  falfhooda ;  and  yet  all  thefe  muft  be  con- 
ferred and  condemned  as  fins  and  evils,  as  if  they  were 
the  molt  plain  and  undoubted  facts,  and  that  by  a 
folemn  oath :     For  their  confeffion  of  fins  (which  is 
very  long)  is  adopted  and  fworn  to  in  their  covenant* 
Yea,  the  Aflbciate  Brethren  have  carried  this  matter 
to  a  prodigious  height,  by  making  an  acl,  dated  at  Edin- 
burgh, February  14th  1744,  wherein  they  agree  and 
determine,  that  the  fwearing  the  forefcid  covenant 
fliall  be  the  term  of  minifteriat  communion  with  them, 
and   likewife    the  term  of  Chrijfian  communion  to   the 
people,   with   refpeft   to   their  partaking  of  the  fcalf 
of  God's  covenant.     A  furprifing  aft  indeed !   This 
now  oath  and  covenant  of  theirs  is  called  in  it,  not  * 
Urm>  but  the  term  of  Chriftian  communion,  as  if  k  were 
the  only  qualification  for  admiffion  required,  and  as  if 
it  anfwered  far  the  want  of  others  \  and  indeed  there  is 
not  another  qualification  befides  fwearing  this  covenant, 
mentioned  in  their  aft.     Now,  by  this  new  acl,  let  a 
tnan  be  never  fo  well  qualified  according  to  the  terms 
Chrift  hath  determined  in  his  word,  yet,  if  he  have  not 
freedom  to  go  in  to  this  term  of  the  brethrens  making, 
he  muft  be  excluded  both  from  minifterial  and  Chrif- 
tian communion ;  that  is,  he  muft  neither  be  owned  as 
a  minifter  of  Chrift,  nor  allowed  any  of  the  Childrens 
bread,  fo  far  as  their  authority  can  go.     Wherefore  I 
cannot  but  teftify  againft  this  acl,  as  framing  new  terms 
and  conditions  of  accefs  to  the  benefits  of  Chrift's  pur* 

chafe 
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chafe,  for  which  the  frontiers  hare  no  warrant  in  God's 
word ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  a  manifeft  ufurpatioa 
and  incroachment  upon  the  Head(hip  of  the  King  of 
Zion,  and  an  infringement  upon  that  precious  article 
of  our  Creed,  the  Communion  of  Saints  :  which  is  too 
much  for  any  judicatory  or  power  on  earth  to  adven- 
ture upon.  Though  the  forefaid  oath  were  in  things 
indifferent  or  lawful,  yet  it  were  unwarrantable  to  ina- 
pofe  it  as  a  term  of  communion,  but  much  more  when 
it  is  in  things  finfu),  doubtful  or  falfe. 

^ueft.  How  do  you  make  it  appear  that  the  breth- 
ren s  new  oath  and  covenant  (which  they  make  the  term 
of  communion)  is  in  itfelf  finful  ? 

Anf.  Becaufe  by  this  oath  they  adopt  and  approve  a 
ConftJJion  offtns  prefixed  to  it,  and  fwear  by  the  great 
name  of  the  Lord  our  God,  with  their  right  hand  lifted 
up  to  the  Lord,  that  they  ihall  teftify  againft  the  evils 
named  in  that  confeflion,  fundry  of  which  are  falfe  in 
fa£t,  calumnious,  unjuft  and  uncharitable;  and  yet, 
by  the  forefaid  folemn  oath,  the  takers  own  them  to 
be  real,  juft  and  true.  As  for  in  ft  a  nee,  they  fwear 
that  the  General  Afifembly  difmiffed  Profeffor  Simfon 
without  any  cenfure  or  exprefs  reftimony  againft  his  er- 
rors, p.  104.  which  is  falfe.  Alfo,  they  fwear  that  the 
taking  the  oath  of  abjuration  is  a  national  fin,  p.  103 
which  they  cannot  make  out.  They  fwear  that  At 
fembly  1736  adopted  Profeffor  Campbell's  error  againft 
felf  love,  p.  106.  which  is  falfe.  They  fwear  that  Af- 
fembiy  1738  condemned  the  brethrens  teftimony  in 
bulk,  p.  107.  which  is  not  fa£t.  They  fwear  that  Af- 
fembly  1739  condemned  their  Declinature,  as  containing 
nothing  but  grcundiefs  prejudices,  p.  107.  which  is  not 
fa£h  They  fwear  that  the  kind  reception  of  Mr. 
Whitefield  hath  increafed  the  fins  of  the  land,  and  is 
a  denying  any  particular  from  of  church-government  as 
being  of  Divine  inftirution,  p.  109.  which  is  falfe. 
They  fwear  that  a  fcheme  is  now  laid  for  uniting  par- 
ties of  all  denominations  in  church- communion,  in  a 
way  deftruclive  of  any  teftimony  for  ChrinVs  declara- 
tive glory,  p.   no.  which  they  can  never  make  appear. 

that 
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They  fwear  that  thebleffed  work  in  the  Weft  of  Scotland 
is  adelufion,  p.  1 10.  though  it  hath  been  demonftrateto 

^havc  the  plain  Scripture  tokens  of  a  glorious  work  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  They  alfo  by  their  oath  condemn  all 
the  old  perfecuted  Frefbyterian  minifters,  who  ac- 
cepted of  the  liberty  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  under 
king  James's  toleration,  as  involving  the  land  in  hein- 
ous guilt :  Which  is  a  moil  ra(h  and  uncharitable  cen- 
fiire  of  thefe  worthies,  who  were  honoured  to  be  great 
fufferers  for  truth,  were  men  of  eminent  piety  and 
tendernefs  of  confidence,  were  figaally  owned  of  God 
in  their  miniftry  during  that  liberty,  and  never  faw 
caufe  to  repent  of  their  accepting  of  it  to  their  dying 
hour.     And  now,  after  thefe  glorified  faints  and  fuf- 

.  fcrers  have  for  many  years  been  triumphing  before  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  a  heavy  blot  and  flur  mud  be  call 
Upon  their  memory  by  a  folemn  oath  •,  and  they,  who 
have  not  freedom  to  join  in  that  calumnious  oath,  mud 
be  denied  Chriftian  communion  :  This  indeed  feems  to 
be  an  ad  exceeding  hard  and  tyrannical.  Alas !  there 
are  thoufands  who  are  appointed  to  fwear  this  oath, 
and  the  things  above-mentioned,  beGdes  many  other 
things  in  it,  who  cannot  fay  they  know  any  thing  of 
the  truth  of  them  from  their  own  proper  knowledge, 
but  only  have  them  by  hearfay,  or  by  information  from 
others  :  and  yet  they  muft  fwear  to  the  truth  of  them 
as  fully  as  if  ihey  had  been  eye  orear-witneffesof  them, 
or  had  read  all  the  hi  (lories  concerning  them.  Now, 
what  is  this  but  to  make  people  fwear  rafhly  or  incon- 
fiderately,  or  upon  implicit  faith  ?  which  is  contrary 
to  the  Bible,  that  requires  us  to  "  fwear  in  truth,  judg- 
ment, and  righteoufnefs,,,  Jer.  iv.  2.  arid  alfo  contrarf 
to  our  Confeifion  of  Faith,  which  declare th,  chap.  22. 
11  That  whofoever  taketh  an  oath,  muft  avouch  no* 
thing  therein,  but  what  he  is  fully  perfuaded  is  the 

*  truth."  O  that  God'in  mercy  would  open  the  eyes  of 
thofe  who  impofe  this  oath,  and  thole  who  are  drawn 
in  or  intend  to  take  it,  that  they  may  bethink  them- 
feives,  repent  and  proceed  no  further !  For  "  becaufe 
of  fwearihg  the  land  mourneth''  already,  and  there  is 
no  need  to  add  to  the  grounds  of  this  mourning. 
,  Like- 
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Likewife,  in  the  forefaid  oath  and  covenant,  there 
are  fome  things  ambiguous  obfcure  and  doubtful, 
which  great  numbers  of  the  takers  know  not  the  mean* 
irg  of,  and  fo  cannot  ("wear  them  "  in  judgment  and 
rghteoufuefs  ;"'  as,  for  ir.iiance,  when  they  abjare  Jn- 
dtpendeney  and  Lafitudinarian  Tenets \  thefe  are  words 
very  general,  dark  and  dubious,  to  which  the  impoferi 
may  affix  any  meaning  tl.ey  think  proper.  Now,  fec- 
irg  it  ii  common ly  granted  that  the  words  of  an  oath 
ought  to  be  very  citar  and  piain,  and  thefe  which  are 
dubious  may  be  refufed  -,  what  a  cruel  thing  rnuftitbe 
to  excommunicate  ail  thefe  fin  cere  Chriftians  and  ten- 
der confeitnees  who  may  fen  pie  to  fwear  either  to  or 
againft  what  fhfy  kr.o*v  not  !  I  am  fare  there  are  many 
valuable  ministers  of  Jefus  Chrili,  and  precious  fons  of 
Zien,  whom  Chrift  doth  honour  and  admit  to  near 
communion  with  himfelf,  who  will  not  adventure  to 
fwear  fuch  an  oath ;  and  will  our  brethren,  notwith- 
standing, take  it  on  them  to  reject  them  as  earthen 
pitcher*,  and  refufe  all  communion  with  them  >  Oh, 
where  have  thty  their  Matters  warrant  to  a&  fo,  or  to 
exclude  his  redeemed  ones  from  his  table,  and  the  food 
he  hath  provided  for  them,  for  refuting  an  oath  of  their 
framing,  containing  fo  many  things  falfe,  uncharitable 
and  daik  r  when  in  the  mean  time  thefe  excluded  per* 
/oru  appear  evidently  to  be  the  Friends  of  Chrift,  whom 
he  himfetf  invites  molt  heartily,  faying  to  them,  Cant. 
v.  i .  "  Ea',  O  friends ;  drink,  yta,  drink  abundantly, 
O  beloved." 

I  acknowledge  that  our  brethren  appear  and  declare 
for  many  things  valuable  and  excellent,  for  which  I 
wifli  there  were  a  true  univerfal  zeal  throughout  the 
Jand  j  but,  when  they  mix  fo  many  other  things  chok- 
ing with  tliefe  in  their  Ttftimonies  and  Covenants,  how 
can  thty  c^ptct  that  people  of  tender  consciences 
iliouid  l\v:*!iow  them  ?  Nay,  by  this  way  they  give  oo 
c.tlion  r<>  many  to  flight  and  fptak  evil  of  the  precious 
things  they  lunu  up  for.  My  reverend  brethren  may 
bJuvc  (^  they  pleafc)  that  1  write  not  thefe  things 
with  any  ill-uiJl  againlt  them,  but  out  of  love  to  them 
and  others,  to  prevent  more  tin  in  the  land,  and  to 

bring 
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bring  them,  if  poffible,  to  a  more  moderate,  charitable 
and  Chrift  like  temper,  that  they  may  be  willing  to 
break  down  thefe  partition  walls  they  are  fetting  up  be- 
tween themfelves  and  others  of  Chrift's  miniftero  and 
people*    O  how  lamentable  a  thing  is  it,  that  orthodox 
and  zealous  preachers  of  Chrift  {hould  be  carried  away 
to  fuch  extravagant  heights,  by  the  intemperate  zeal 
and  headftrong  humours  of  others  who  join  with  tbem! 
that  they  (hould  go  about  in  this  manner  to  divide  and 
diftra&  the  flock  of  Chrift,  and  to  rend  and  tear  the 
members  of  his  body  one  from  another ;  yea,  and  to 
rear  up  partition-walls  in  the  midft  of  his  church  fo 
high,  that  thefe  upon  one  fide  cannot  get  over  them  to 
hold  communion  with  the  other  !  Is  this  good  ftrvice 
to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  !  Is  this  the  way  to  promote 
his  caufe  and  intereft  in  the  world  ?   Is  this  the  way  to 
heal  breaches  and  promote   union  among  the  ;true 
friends  and  lovers  of  Chrift,  which  he  makes  the  duty 
of  all  faithful  gofpel  minifters?   Is.  not  our  glorious 
Matter  "  the  Prince  of  peace  i    Hath  he   not  faid, 
**  Blefled  are  the  peace-makers  ?"  Was  it  not  he  that 
prayed  for  the  union  and  peace  of  his  church  I    Was 
it  not  he  that  recommended  peace  to  us,  and  in  joined 
us  to  u  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerufalem  ?'*    Let  none 
miftake  me,  as  if  I  were  for  peace  on  any  terms «,  for 
they  may  fee  by  the  foregoing  Teflimony  I  am  for  truth 
as  well  as  peace >  and  defire  through  grace  to  be  zealous 
for  both. 

.  Some,  who  have  feen  this  Teftimon^  obie£t,  That  it 
is  not  impartial  with  refpe£k  to  Mr  White  field's  fuccefs 
while  he  was  in  Scotland.  The  plain  truth  is,  feveral 
things-were  faid  relative  to  it,  where  he  is  mention- 
ed, which  were  dropped  to  gratify  fome  of  the  (ub- 
fcribers,  who  were  not  then  fatisfied  as  to  the  fails 
narrated*  But,  fince  that  time  I  am  well  infor- 
med of  the  lading  good  effects  of  his  miniftry  up- 
on not  a  few  in  and  about  Edinburgh  and  elfewhere, 
Who  once  were  carelefs  and  profane,  but  now  are 
Wonderfully  changed  and  reformed,  and  (till  living 
as  becometh  Chriftians,  perfevering  in  the  ways  of 
the  Lord;  though  at  the  fame  time  I  know  no  rea- 
.  VoU  IV.  3  S  fon 
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(on  to  make  him  the  inftrument  of  that  extraordinary 
work  at  Cambuflang,  Kilfyth  and  other  places*  but  to 
afcribc  it,  under  God,  to  the  miniftry  of  their  own 
worthy  paftors,  whom  God  made  inftrumental  both  to 
begin  and  carry  on  that  work  a  good  time  before  Mr 
Whitefield  came  to  preach  at  any  of  thefe  places.  But 
feeing  God  had  honoured  Mr  Whitefield's  miniftry  in 
other  nations  and  countries  (though  ordained  a  mini- 
fter  of  the  church  of  England)  and  alfo  had  opened  his 
eyes  fo  far,  as  to  become  Calvinift  and  found  in  the 
doctrine  of  grace,  and  to  witnefs  againft  feveral  coi- 
ruptions  of  the  Engliih  church,  for  which  he  was  per* 
fecuted  and  under  proeefs ;  and  feeing  he  had  conform- 
ed to  us  in  do&rine  and  worfhip,  profefild  to  lye  open 
to  inftru&ion  as  to  our  conftitution  and  government, 
and  was  come  at  length  to  aflert  openly  <s  Chrift  to  be 
the  King  and  Head  of  his  church,  and  that  the  church 
of  Scotland  was  the  bed  conftitute  national  church  in 
the  world  *,"  and  alfo  had  wrote  and  faid  fome  other 
things  that  gave  ground  to  hope  that  his  eyes  might 
fopn  be  opened  to  fee  the  evil  of  Prelacy ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  he  was  moil  indefatigable  in  preaching 
Chrift  to  finners,  and  remarkably  owned  of  God  in  his 
miniftry  :  To  have  refufed  a  kind  reception  to  a  (Iran- 
ger  and  perfecuted  man,  in'fuch  circumftances,  when  he 
came  among  us,  had  neither  been  charitable  nor  gene- 
rous.  Now,  for  the  brethren  to  make  this  reception 
fuch  a  fin,  that  none  can  be  admitted  to  baptifm  or  the 
Lord's  fupper  without  condemning  it  by  a  folemnoath, 
is  moft  furprifing;  efpecially  confidering  they  were 
Ihe  firft  themfelves  who  recommended  him  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland,  and  that  in  very  ftrong  terms  !  Surely 
it  becomes  us  to  be  filent,  and  adore  the  fovereignty  of 
the  great  God,  in  employing  whom  he  will  to  promote 
his  intereft  and  kingdom  in  the  world.  If  God  think 
fit  to  make  ufe  of  Mr  Whitefield  or  other  Metbodifts, 
to  turn  fi.ners  from  their  evil  ways,  to  feek  after  a  Sa- 
viour, and  God  through  him,  we  (hould  not  oppofeit, 
but  hit  them  alone \  left  haply  ive  be  found  fighting  agpinj 
God  We  mud  not  limit  an  Agent,  that  is  infinitely 
wife  and  fove reign,  in  his  glory  from  what  churches  and 
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fbtieties  he  pleafes,  and  fometimes  glorifies  his  free 
grace  the  more  by  bringing  them  from  thofe  airths  it 
could  hare  been  Icaft  expe&ed.  And  frequently'  God 
doth  honout  and  employ  fome  to  awaken,  convince, 
convert  and  reclaim  finilers  from  their  evil  ways*  who 
yet  remain  unenlightned  all  their  days  as  to  feverai 
points  of  truth  themfelves :  witnefs  Luther  and  many 
of  out  reformers.  To  confine  an  infinitely  Sovereign 
Ijord  to  our  ways  and  means  of  working  in  advancing 
his  kingdom,  is  a  (in  mod  grieving  and  provoking  unto 
God.  He  makes  it  one  of  his  greateft  quarrels  with 
h\%  profeffing  people  in  the  wildernefs,  that  "  they 
tempted  God,  and  limited  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael "  Pfal. 
lixviii.  41*  It  is  fit  then  that  we  lay  our  hands  upon 
our  mouths,  and  adore  him  that,  "  doth  according  to 
his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  i  And  none  can  (lay  his  hand,  or  fay 
Unto  him,  what  dofl  thou  ?"  Dan,  iv.  35. 

I  doubt  not  but  fome  may  quarrel  me  and  this  Tefti* 
fnatijy  for  making  too  free  with  the  Afibciate  Brethren  : 
but  they  may  fee  I  have  been  as  plain  and  free  with 
others,  and  even  with  the  eftablithed  church,  relating 
to  things  I  judge  wrong  ;  and  this  feemed  to  be  necet- 
fary  to  render  the  Teflimony  the  more  impartial.  But, 
after  all,  when  I  look  inward,  and  view  the  fins  of  my 
own  heart,  and  the  fad  corruption  of  my  nature,  be- 
fides  outward  defe&s ;  I  have  reafon  to  blufh  and  be 
afhamed  to  take  notice  of  the  (ins  and  failings  of  o- 
thers  \  and  even  to  ly  in  the  dud,  and  cry,  Uncle  an,  un- 
clean; and  with  much  felf  abhorence  to  look  to  to- 
wards the  blood  of  Jeius,  that  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin. 
May  the  holy  Spirit  apply  it  to  me  and  the  whole  land  ! 

I  fhall  now  cdhclude  wkh  my  earned  wifhes  and  pray- 
ers, that  the  'Lord  ma/fcxCite  a  praying  remnant,  to  wrcf- 
tle'dnd  be  importunate  with  him  for  fpa.ring  mercy  to 
thefe  guilty  nations  -,  and  that  he  would  revive  a  cove- 
nanted work  of  reformation  through  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  thi  dominions  thereto  belonging,  from  which 
thefe  lands  have  wofully  departed ;  and  uphold  and  en- 
courage all  who  breathe  after  reformation,  and  the  com- 
lihg  of  Chrift*s  kingdom  in  the  world ;  and  even  counte- 
38a  xxance 
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lArthHightthren  Acovlaboar  ivfe!*  eam«ih»efrit»> 
r^^kcti  pet»ib^  fit)  dcts  from  their  loft  nao*a)  dhfe 
,<to  Jee  to  jLenwficdJefiw  for  fiifcty  fto**  faand.wyirti 
«nd,,  wheict»;aoy  of  tl^*emeiQ.  tqioitigfctiwd,  ifc* 
4  the  Lord  would  fend  out4is  light  and  troth,  t»  lead 
ydKm,a»dgrtKiOTfly  deliver  them  fro*  aU  puftatarf* 
rffwra  and  sorxnpribna  whatsoever  f  That  what*  t^ty  ftc 
*fo*  the  V4thi*&\Bgbts  may  teach  Mum,  **t Jotbqr 
ojMfcbeJionoBi&d  more  and  more  to  bring  muttitwfe 
jfaro  following  finfitf  cotirfea,  to  the  way*  of  tntfifdh 
Ygfemmd  gbfad.holine/s*  and  frpm  rafting  oa  dwr 
«**&  rigbtcto*Uwft,  or  a  form  of  gqdliniela*  to  pope  aad 
<  embrace  him  who  is  the  £mf  msr  righ^q/^eft,  p&M> 
ham  him  whstherfoever  he  goctfr*"  jr  ,.n 

-And  particularly,"  That  the  Lord  woolicopejftd 
/revive  bis  work  in  Scotland^, that  t»ce  w»  fipHP 
through  all  the  churches,  and'  eflgemedS,  one  of  tfe 
.anoft  bright  and  fluning  ^CandUfiUks  of  O^  M* 
world,  Aut  now  under  a  lamentable  decay  of  seal  far 
"pure  religion  and  reformation ;  and  that  he  would 
«aufe  us  remember  with  godly  forrow  from  whence  we 
have  fallen,  repent,  and  do  our  firft  works*  TW  be 
t  would  pity  thofe  who,  GaUio  like,  are  indifferent  and 
unconcerned  about  our  defections,  and  the  grounds  Qf 
the  Lord's  con  trover  fy  which  he  is  pleading  with  .the 
land,  and  awaken  thofe  who  are  at  safe  in  Zien,  in  fuch 
*  a  time,  and  would  fain  fit  down,  Iffacbar-like,  and  couch 
wtder  the  burden.  .That  he  would  come  fuddenly  to  his 
temple,  even  in  a  national  way,  and  fit  as  a  Refiner  and 
Purifier  of  filver,  and  purify  the  fons  of  Levi,  and  caft 
out  buyers  and  fellers  out  of  Jushoufe.;  That  he  would 
in  mercy  (hut  that  door  whc$ebyl;gi  corrupt  miniftry en- 
ters into  the  church,  and  ratfe  u$*a  faithful,  zealous  and 
reforming  miniftry  through  $be  land,  and  make  all  tanks 
among  us  concerned  to  attain  to  the  reforming  fpirits 
and  difpofitions  of  our  fathers.  Oh !  when  ihall  we 
come  their  length  in  reformation  I 

"  That  the  Lord  would  help  us  to  blefs  him  for  his 
aftonifbing  kindnefs  to  this  land,  in  fuch  a  backfliding, 
withering  and  decaying  time,  in  vouchsafing  to  water 

fevcral 
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reral  fpots  of  his  vineyard  here  and  there  with  the  re* 
ifhing  rain  of  his  fpirit :  And  that  he  would  continue, 
:reafe,  and  fpread  the  (hower,  until  the  whole  gar* 
n  be  watered  -,  that  fo  our  dry  ground  may  become 
preen  padure,  and  our  wildernefs  bloflbm  as  the  rofe. 
lat  in  his  free  mercy  he  would  forgive  our  great  in- 
atitude  for  former  kindnefs,  preferve  us  from  the  er- 
rs, power  and  cruelty  of  Papids,  and  avert  thefe  black 
»uds  of  wrath  which  now  threaten  us ;  and  that,  in* 
ad  of  pouring  out  the  vials  of  indignation  on  us 
lich  we  deferve,  he  would  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  repen- 
ice  and  reformation  upon  all  degrees  of  men,  from 
1  higheft  to  the  lowed.  That  amidft  the  reelings, 
iking6,  Backflidings  and  divifions  of  thefe  times,  he 
>uld  preferve  pure  religion,  and  fupport  all  thofe  who 
10  defire  to  cleave  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  love  him  in  (in- 
rity,  and  witnefs  for  his  truths  and  ways.  That  he 
mid  encourage  them  under  all  their  discouragements, 
d  keep  them  from  being  carried  down  the  fire  am  of 
fe&ion  with  others.  That  he  would  unite  the  hearts 
d  minds  of  all  that  defire  honeftly  to  witnefs  againft 
5  evils  of  the  day,  and  help  them  to  temper  their  zeal 
th  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  meeknefs ;  and  graeioufly 
give  all  thofe  who  fail  in  this  refped,  rectify  their 
(lakes,  and  honour  them  to  be  instruments  of  his 
>ry  in  the  land."  This  is  and  (hall  be  the  earned 
tyer  of 

Jo.   WlLLISOK. 
July  ftb,  1744. 


This  Adherence  to  this  Tedimony  was  figned  at 
:fpiefhaw  in  Teviotdale,  on  the  26th  of  July  1744,  by 
Tho.  Hardie,  Elder. 
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REDEEMING      LOVE 

AMD  or 
CHRIST'S  DEATH  AND  SUFFERINGS. 
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GOSPEL    HYMNS,  fcfc. 

HYMN  I. 

A  Thank.Offering  to  the  Blejfed  TRINITY,  for 
Redeeming  Love. 

O'  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord, 
Jehovah  One  in  Three* 
By  all  the  hofts  above  ador'd, 
We'll  ever  fing  to  Thee. 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah,  Amen, 
We'll  ling  falvation  to  our  God 

That  fits  upon  the  throne  \ 
Salvation  alfo  we'll  afcribe 
Unto  the  Lamb  his  Son  5 

Hallelujah,  &c.  *  ' 

And  likevwfe  to  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

Who  doth  with  finners  ftrive, 
And  them  convince  of  fin  and  wrath, 
That  fo  their  fouls  may  live. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
Ye  heavenly  hofts,  Jehovah  praife  : 

Them  join  men  of  all  ranks  $ 
Praife  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
To  Three  in  One  give  thanks* 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
Thefe  Three  at  Jordan  did  atteft 
God's  wondrous  work  of  love  : 
The  Father  fpeaks,  the  Spirit  lights 
On  Jefus  like  a  Dove. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
Our  heavenly  Father  we  will  praife, 

Who  fent  Immanuel 
To  be  our  Prieft  and  Sacrifice, 
To  fave  from  fin  and  hell. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
From  love  to  men,  thou  gav'ft  thy  Son 

To  drink  the  cup  of  wrath  : 
Vol.  IV.  3  T        ■  Chrift 
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Chrift  drank,  and  laid  I'll  caft  out  none 
That  come  to  me,  by  faith. 
Hallehjab,  &c. 
8  What  mall  I  render  to  my  God 
For  all  hit  gilts  to  me, 
And  for  his  gift  unfpeakable, 
His  Son  for  men  to  die  ? 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah^  Amen. 

HYMN.   II. 

Christ's  Love  and  Excellency. 

i  WHAT  love  is  this  !  that  Chrift  fluiuld  bear 
x  Man's  curfe  and  punitihment, 
And  fhed  his  blood  upon  the  crofs, 
Till  ev'ry  drop  was  fpent ! 

2  Love  made  him  come  to  fave  the  loft, 

Give  light  unto  the  blind. 
To  loofe  the  captives  that  are  bound* 
And  cafe  the  grieved  mind. 

3  His  name's  The  Lord  our  righteoufnefs : 

There's  nothing  to  me  founds 
So  fweet  as  Chrift  his  name  and  crofs> 
His  love,  his  blood  and  wounds. 

4  He  is  my  life,  my  food,  my  hope, 

My  refuge,  and  my  guard, 
My  guide,  my  pattern,  and  my  prop, 
My  free  and  full  reward. 

5  My  Love,  my  Lamb,  my  Ranfomety 

My  Prieft,  my  Sacrifice, 
My  Surety,  God,  my  glorious  All* 
My  foul  that  fatisfies. 

6  Chrift  is  the  mailer  I  will  ferve^ 

He  (hall  have  all  my  heart : 
Away  with  fatan  and  his  lufts, 
To  them  I'll  give  no  part. 

7  While  I  go  thro'  the  wildernefs. 

By  faith  I'll  lean  on  thee  : 
My  way,  my  ftrcngth,  my  ftafT,  and  reftj 
My  Jefus  flill  mail  be. 

8  I'll  here  below  of  Jefus  fing, 

And  humbly  him  adoie  ; 

Him 
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Him  take  as  Prophet,  Pried,  and  King, 
And  praife  him  evermore. 

HYMN    III. 
7be  Blood  of  JrsvsS 

1  BY  faith  mount  Calvary  afcend, 

Hear  theie  Chrift's  piercing  cries  5 
See  there  him  bleeding  unto  death 
As  our  der.r  facrifice.  • 

2  Come  let  us  fpre^d  our  fins  and  griefs 

At  the  foot  of  his  crofs : 
If  we  in  Chrifl  believe,  his  blood 
Will  purge  away  our  droi's. 

3  His  blood,  when  fprinkled  on  our  fouls, 

Will  our  protection  be  j 
His  blood  will  fright  our  enemies, 
And  get  us  victory. 

4  His  Blood  will  molify  our  hearts, 

And  bonds  of  fin  will  loofe  3, 
His  blood  will  quench  the  fiery  darts 
Which  fatan  at  us  throws. 

5  His  blood  will  warn  our  fcarlet  fins, 

And  make  us  white  as  fnow  ; 
His  blood  will  warm  our  love  to  God, 
And  make  our  graces  flow. 

6  O  Lamb,  when  thy  blood  on  me  drops, 

It  doth  my  pardon  feal  -y 
It  is  the  balm  of  Gilead, 

That  doth  my  eonfeience  heal. 

7  I  daily  to  thy  blood  refort, 

In  it  I  humbly  boaft ; 
It  rais'd  me  from  the  dreadful  pit. 
When  1  was  funk  and  loft. 

8  Of  crimlbn  fins  thy  blood  removes 

Their  guilt  and  power  to  damn  j 
Wrath  cannot  reach  me,  fince  I  fled 
Unto  my  bleeding  Lamb. 

HYMN   IV. 

The  Lord's  Table. 

I  A  FEAST  of  Love  God  makes  below# 
A  fign  of  that  above  j 

3T2  To 
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To  which  he  calli  poor  wormf  tQ  go* 

To  fcaft  on  Jisus'i  love. 
%  Gome  here,  admire  Chriit'i  love  to  uf, 

That  gives  hit  flefh  for  foody 
And  drink  to  w  he  doth  provide, 

By  pouring  out  hit  blood. 

3  This  blood  doth  life  unto  the  dead, 

Health  to  the  fick  impart : 
This  drink  revives  the  fainting  foul, 
And  melts  the  frozen  heart* 

4  What  folly  is't  for  men  to  ftarve, 

Or  feed  on  hulks  like  fwine  $ 
When  Chrift  calls  to  a  tabic  fpread, 
To  fcaft  on  food  divine  !  . 

5  Unto  ChritVs  table  we  will  go, 

There  view  his  love  and  tears. 
With  all  the  fuffe rings  he  endur'd. 
For  three  and  thirty  years. 

6  In  feeding  we  remember  thee 

Till  thou  return  again  ; 
We  call  to  mind  thy  ftripes  and  wounds, 

Thy  griefs,  thy  cries,  and  pain. 
y  Our  Lord  was  of  a  woman  born, 

A  manger  was  his  bed  ; 
He's  firft  a  babe,  and  next  a  man, 

Then  on  the  tree  he  bled. 
8  TV  eternal  God  became  our  Lamb, 

For  us  to  agonize  ; 
Yea  in  our  ftead,  to  death  he  bled, 

To  be  our  facrifice. 

HYMN   V. 

Christ's  Sufferings  for  us* 

1  OUR  God  would  fuffer  in  our  place, 

For  our  fins  to  atone  5 
A  world  of  guilt  he  underlay, 

The  wine-prefs  trode  alone.  , 

2  He  would  his  throne  ?nd  fervants  leave, 

And  honours  great  above  5 
For  worms  a  fervant  he  would  be  : 
Amazing  is  that  love  ! 

3  Yea,  in  the  room  of  finful  worms 

My  Lord  the  law  obey\j, 

An 
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And  bore  its  curfes  on  the  tree, 

When  he  was  crucified.  v 

4  Get hfe mane  will  tell  how  much 

He  fwate,  he  bled,  and  cry'd  \ 
So  will  mount  Calv'ry,  and  the  crofs 
On  which  my  Saviour  dy'd. 

5  I  view  his  great  foul-agony. 

Which  caus'd  his  bloody  fweat : 
His  pierced  hands  and  fide  1  hug, 
I  kifs  his  bleeding  feet. 

6  I  hear  my  JefiYs  melting  voice 

Saying,  "  For  you  I  dy'd  j 
Think  on  my  pains  and  agonies 
When  I  was  crucified  i" 

7  Of  my  love  then  do  no  more  doubt, 

Since  out  of  love  I  dy'd  :  • 
Behold  my  pierced  hands  and  feet, 
And  view  my  wounded  fids. 

8  'Tis  open  :  Look  and  fee  my  heart, 

It  bleeds  and  beats  with  love  ; 
It  pants  to  get  you  freed  of  fin, 
To  dwell  with  me  above. 

HMYN   VI. 
Christ's  Wounds  and  Blood. 

1  CHRIST's  bleeding  wounds  did  once  atone 

For  our  guilt  on  the  tree  ; 
And  now  they  plead  before  the  throne, 
Us  from  fin's  pow'r  to  free. 

2  Thy  wounds  flill  in  our  hearts  remain, 

Thee  bleeding  flill  we  view  ; 
Since  thou  appear'fl  above  us  llain, 
Thy  death  is  ever  new. 

3  Allow  me,  Lord,  to  pitch  my  tent 

Befide  thy  ftreaming  wounds ; 

There  many  have  got  rich  fjpplies, 

There  joy  and  peace  abounds. 

4  Purfu'd  by  juflice'  flaming  fword, 

To  Jefu's  wounds  I  come 

For  (belter  and  a  hiding-place  j 

O  let  me  there  find  room. 

5  Under  thy  righteoufnefs  me  hide, 

In  thy  wounds  make  me  dwell  j 

So 
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So  there  my  foul  (hall  reft  fecurey 
From  all  the  pow'rs  of  hell; 

6  Th/  wound*  are  guilty  mens  refuge^ 

To  them  have  thoufands  fled  j 
None  ever  difkppointed  were, 
Their  ftrefi  who  on  them  laid. 

7  Thy  wounds  do  for  our  pardon  plead. 

They  rocky  hearts  melt  down : 
To  heav'n  we  fwim  upon  thy  blood, 
And  thereby  get  the  crown. 

8  No  condemnation  reach  them  (hall 

Who  lodge  in  Jefu's  wounds  J 
They're  fafe  from  fears/  and  in  their  ears 
His  name  mod  fweetly  founds. 

HYMN    VII. 
tte  Wonders  of  GOD's  free  love* 

j  GREAT  God,  enthroned  above  the  Iky, 

How  low  a  ftep  is  this, 
j  For  worms  like  us  to  gi ve  thy  life,  * 

To  buy  eternal  blifs  ! 

2  What  love  is  this,  that  God  fhould  die 

For  thcfe  his  laws  that  broke  ! 
Himfelf  fhould  anfwer  for  our  crime 
In  cafting  of  his  yoke  ! 

3  The  love  and  fufPrings  mat  chiefs  were 

Of  Chrift  our  bleeding  God, 
When  he  was  bruifed  for  our  fins, 
And  crudi'd  beneath  our  load. 

4  More  than  his  life  he  lovM  our  race  j 

Yea,  heav'n  he  did  forfakc, 
To  fnatch  men  from  the  flames  of  hell, 
And  them  to  glory  take. 

5  Thy  love  and  grace,  dear  Lamb  of  God, 

Shall  be  my  lading  theme  : 
I'll  ever  blefs  that  vi Aim  flam 
Without  Jerufalem. 

6  Thy  free  grace,  Lord,  mofl  wonderful, 

To  me  it  doth  excel  j 
What  coft  halt  thou  beftow'd  to  fave 
A  brand  pluckt  out  of  hell ! 

7  With  warm  affe&ion  I  will  blefs 

My  great  high  Prieft  above, 
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Whofe  Heart  is  made  of  tendernefs^ 

And  bowels  melt  with  love. 
8  O  may  thy  love  conftrain  mens  hearts 

To  love  and  follow  thee  ! 
We've  heard  thy  love  has  melted  rocks  j 

Let  all  fuch  wonders  fee. 

HYMN    VlII. 

Christ's  pleading  above. 

1  UPON  mount  Zion's  diftant  top 

A  Lamb  by  faith  we  fee  : 
'Tis  Jefus,  for  we  know  his  voice ; 
He  calls,  "  Come  up  to  me." 

2  O  Lamb;  fee  pilgrims  traveling  here, 

And  our  foul-wants  fupply  \ 
Keep  fpeaking  to  us  by  the  way, 
Till  we  come  up  to  thee. 

3  By  faith  we  have  thee  bleeding  feen, 

Rais'd  on  the  crofs  to  die  ; 
By  faith  we  thee  now  pleading  hear, 
When  lifted  up  on  high. 

4  In  higheft  heav'ns  the  Lamb  doth  reign  5 

Yet  as  our  Prieft  he  (lands, 
And  for  us  pleads  his  (tripes  and  wounds, 
And  (hews  his  bleeding  hands. 

5  As  newly  (lain,  he  (till  prefents 

His  bleeding  wounds  to  God, 
Which  plead  his  flock  may  dill  hold  on, 
And  keep  the  heav'nly  road. 

6  In  this  great  Advocate  we  truft 

Who  for  our  fins  was  (lain  j 

Wc  on  his  powerful  blood  depend, 

Which  caonot  plead  in  vain. 

7  Bleft  fouls  above,  now  with  the  Lamb  ! 

You  clofiy  him  attend  : 
Take  courage,  for  we  tread  their  path, 
To  them  we'll  foon  afcend. 

8  Adieu,  vain  world,  with  all  thy  charms  j 

To  our  dear  Lamb  we  go, 
Who  pleads  to  keep's  from  fin  and  harms, 
From  enemies  below. 

9  Hofanna  to  king  David's  Son, 

And  to  king  David's  Lord  5 


OUR  Lamb's  God-man,  in  perfon  one, 

The  great  Immanncl :      * 
This  union  ft  range  is  God's  device 
To  fave  our  fouls  from  hell. 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah^  jfmen.  - 
The  Lamb  is  worthy  for  to  reign, 

Both  faints  and  angels  cry  ; 
Let  heav'n  and  earth,  with  all  their  hofts, 
Adore  thy  majefty. 
Hallelujah,  &c 
With  thefe  to  praife  we  do  prefume, 

As  ranfom'd  by  -thy  blood  : 
Reign  here,  and  in  the  world  to  come,    - 
Thou  ever  tailing  God. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
We  praife  thee,  Son  of  God,  whofe  pow'r 

Did  bring  about  our  peace  3 
We  praife  thee,  Son  of  man,  whofe  blood 
Redeem'd  our  fallen  race. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
Incarnate  God,  our  Lord,  our  Love. 

Our  Lamb,  our  Sacrifice  ! 
We'll  thee  adore,  though  hell  fhould  roar, 
And  worldlings  thee  defpife. 
Hallelujah ,  &c 
Woithy  cf  glery  is  the  Lamb, 
Who  was  at  Calv'ry  ilain^ 
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Caufe  all  men  know  thy  charming  nam*, 
"  The  Lord  our  Righteoufaefs." 
Hallelujah^  Sec. 
9  Now,  great  Immanuel,  to  thy  name 
.  Be  endlefs  glory  giv'n  : 
Our  broken  hymns  on  earth  begun. 
Them  perfect  make  in  heav'n. 
Hallelujab>  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujab>  Amen. 

HYMN    X. 

Heaven's  Happiness* 

I  'TIS  heaven  on  earth,  (Thrift's  love  to  tafte, 
And  feel  his  pQw'rful  grace  3 
'Tis  heav'n  begun  to  dwell  in  love, 
And  fee  his  glorious  face. 
Hallelujah^  Hallelujah) 
Hallelujah^  Amtn. 
Ik  Lord, in  my  breatt  the  fire  doth  bum 
Of  love  which  thou  haft  giv'n  : 
Nothing  on  earth  can  quench  this  flame, 
Nothing  but  Chrift  in  heav'n 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
3,  Men  here  would  know  the  things  below  > 
But  I  determtn'fl  am 
Chrift  crucify'd  alone  to  know. 
My  facrificed  Lamb. 
Hallelujah)  &c. 

4  The  fweeteft  days  we  have  on  earth 

Are  in  thy  fervice  fpent : 
The  comforts  I  enjoy  in  thefe 
Do  yield  me  mod  content. 
Hallelujah)  &c. 

5  Communion  Sabbaths  here  are  fweet  j 

But  them  we  foon  do  fpend  : 
In  heav'n  the  Sabbath  fweeter  is, 
Which  never  hath  an  end. 
Hallelujah)  &c. 
3  There  Hallelujahs  to  the  Lamb 
No  period  will  know  : 
No  willows  there  to  hang  our  harps, 
VoL.IV.  3y  As 
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At  oft  we  find  below, 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

7  O  happy  theic  who  (hall  afcend 

Where  they  1191  Sabbatb  keep, 
Wbcre  in  the  heav'nly  work  of  prartt 
They  {lumber  Dot  nor  flcep  ! 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

8  There  to  the  Lamb  that  once  was  dead, 

But  now  doth  live  again, 
With  joy  and  wonder  do  they  fiog : 
He's  faints  eternal  gain. 

Hallelujah,  Halltlujah% 

Hallelujah^  dnun. 

HYMN    XI, 

The  Lou>  our  Rigbtsodshis* 

i  WE  from  our  free-will  and  our  works 
No  help  at  all  can  draw  $ 
For  our  free-will  and  natural  powers 
Are  haters  of  God's  law. 

2  The  ftream  which  from  ChrifTs  pierced  fide 

In  blood  and  water  flowed, 
Muft  juftify  and  cleanfe  our  fouls, 
Ere  we  can  live  with  God. 

3  Lord,  all  my  doings  and  my,  works 

Can  ne'er  with  God  prevail : 

Both  I  and  they,  for  fin,  deferve 

To  be  thrown  down  to  hell. 

4  My  righteoufnefs  is  filthy  rags, 

I  humbly  muft  confefs  : 
But,  Lord,  I  plead  my  Saviour's  name, 
*•  The  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs.' 

5  Tho'  I  could  weep  a  flood  of  tears, 

I'd  lay  no  ftrefs  thereon  : 
ChrifTs  blood  mull  wafh  me  and  my  tears, 
Or  elfe  I  am  undone. 

6  Chrifl  bears  the  burden  of  our  fins, 

And  of  our  duties  too  : 
His  blood  muft  cleanfe  our  pray'rs  and  praifc 
And  all  that  we  can  do. 
j  Chrift,  who's  our  Righteoufnefs  perfumes 
Our  duties  unto  God  ; . 

Weak 
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Weak  mints,  thro1  Cbrift,  he  doth  accept  j 
They're  fprinkled  with  his  blood; 
&    Chrift's  works  and  wounds  alone  I  truft, 
His  life  and  death  I  blefs : 
I'll  ever  ling  his  preckuy  name, 
u  The  Lord  our  Righteoufoefk." 

HYMN    XII. 

The  Gospel-Passove*. 

I   IN  this  our  Gofpel-paffbver 
God  fets  before  our  eyes 
The  fubftance  of  the  ancient  types, 
God's  Lamb  our  facrifiee* 
£  Here  view  his  body  broke,  and  blood    . 
Down  ftreamibg  from  his  heart, 
To  fave  our  fouls  :   and  thus  out  Lanab 
Fulfil  I'd  the  Saviour's  part; 
3  Here  divine  'Wifdom  doth  provide 
A  free  foul-ftrengthriing  feaft  5 
And  freely  bids  each  hungry  foul, 
O  come  and  be  a  guerL , 
q  Here  things  of  fenfc,  but  there's  for  more" 
Than  hallow'd  bread  and  wine  ) 
Lo  !  there  is  here  immortal  cheer, 
And  ft  reams  of  life  divine. 
3  Here's  for  our  fouls  Chrift's  body  broke; 
To  feed  and  make  theai  grow  $ 
Here's  running  dreams  of  divine  blood. 
To  make  us  white  as  fnow.» 
6  Lord,  grant  thy  prefence  wkh  thy  giieft^ 
Thy  peace  to  them  afford  3 
No  raufic  can  delight  bur  hearts 
Like  thy  forgiving  Word; 
J  Grant  faith  to  eat  the  bread  of  life 
Which  God  fent  down  from  heav'rij 
And  alfo  faith  to  drink  the  blood  .'■    v  . 

For  our  redemption  giv'n; 

8  Awake,  repentance,  faith  and  love, 

Come  feaft  on  Chrift,  and  fing  :     "       ■  ■' 
Rouze  up,  my  pow'rs  and  graces  all;     ' 
Attend  this  mighty  King; 

9  View  here  the  wounds  and  dying  pangi 

Of  our  dear  bleeding  Lord, 

3  U  a  Wkafc 
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Whofc  head,  and  fide,  and  heart,  were  pierc'd  5         ' 
Whofe  hands  and  feet  were  bor'd. 

N.  B.  The  twelve  preceding  hymns  are  all done  in  common 
metre ;  the  ten  following  hymns  are  compofed  in  different 
meafures,  to  fuit  fome  plea/ant  tunes y  which  many  bave 
learned,  and  delight  in. 

HYMN    XIII. 

The  Communion  Sabbath* 

1  FATHER,  this  day  we'll  fing : 

From  love  thou  gav'ft  thy  Son,. 
To  buy  falvation  to  our  fouls, 
When  fin  had  us  undone* 

2  We'll  blefs  thy  Son,  who  came 

To  bear  our  guilt  and  ihasnt, 
And  thy  juft  law  which  we  had  broke, 
Fulfilled  in  our  name. 

3  We  blefe  thy  Sp'rit  who  guides 

Men  in  the  heav'nly  road  : 
Come,  heav'nly  Dove,  our  Saviour's  love 
Shed  in  our  hearts  abroad. 

4  Our  crucified  Lord 

Was  laid  among  the  dead  : 
But  foon  the  grave  its  prey  reftor'd  5     , 
He  rofe  for  us  to  plead. 

5  To-day,  Chrifl  left  the  dead, 

And  fatan's  empire  fell ; 
4  This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  made,1 
We'll  triumph  over  hell. 
1    6  We'll  (hew  his  death,  who  bled 
To  fave  our  finful  race, 
And  in  the  fupper  to  us  comes 
With  mefTages  of  grace. 
j  We  magnify  thy  love 

For  fuch  a  tafle  below,  , 

And  that  thou  mak'ft  to  faints  above 
Far  nobler  blcflings  flow. 
8  We'll  hafle  to  Chrifl  above  > 

Well  then  need  figns  no  more  : 
We'll  fee  his  face,  and  know  his  love  j 
We'll  feaft,  and  him  adore. 

6T0 
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9  To  f  atjier,  Son,  and  Sp'rit, 
Jehovah,  One  in  Three,  •. 
Sing  Hallelujahs  j  for  'tis  meet 
Thut  Gad  to  glorifiy. 

HYMN    XIV. 

The  Wonders  o/*  Redeeming  Love. 

z  DEAR  Father,  we  thee  bids, 
Thy  wondrous  love  adore 
In  giving  us  thine  only  Son  j 

What  couldft  thou  give  us  more  ?  .  ■     -    ■ 

3  Behold  how  God  commends 
His  love  to  men  undone  ! 
That  he  might  fpare  his  enemies, 
He  would  not  fpare  bis  Son* 

3  What  faw  the  Lamb  in  man, 

That  could  his  pity  move, 
To  draw  the  rebel  from  heirs  gates 
With  cords  and  bands  of  love ! 

4  A  love  that  was  not  quenob'd" 

By  death  or  deepeit  wound,   . 
Nor  by  deep  ftreams  of  wrath  and  blood' 5 
By  floods  it  was  not  drown'd  ! 

5  A  glorious  crown  he  left 

A  thorny  crown  to  wear  I 
And  on  his  bruifed  wounded  back 
A  heavy  crofs  wou'd  bear  ! 

6  Mens  fins,  each  was  a  thorn, 

A  whip,  a  nail*  a  fpear  I 
By  them  thy  bleffed  flefh  was  torn  5 
Let  men  view  fin  with  fear  ! 

7  Yet  garments  dy'd  with  blood, 

The  thorns  thy  head  that  tare, 
-     Endear  thee  more  to  thine,  than-  robes 
And  gems  which  monarchs  wear. 

8  Our  (lain  Lamb  now  appears 

Before  God's  awful  throne  j 
There  offers  up  our  praife  and  pray'r* : 
He  takes  them  from  his  Son* 

9  Let  faints  and  angels  join 

The  dear  love  to  proclaim 

Of 
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t 
Of  hlin  that  fits  upon  the  thraifc  * :-t 
And  of  the  worthy  Lamb*   ?<< 

HVMN    iv*- 

Tb$  Laks  Jot*  ' 

1  HOW  motipf  b  the  fight  I  fee  ^ 

My  God  naitM  bleeding  to  a  tree ! 

Let  countlefs  myriads  of  »tb?..iv  r-  /?    ■■?■"*    "  ■*; 

With  picrcM  heartt  cry,  tWLamt&MmtH 
%  My  deareft  Lamb,  thy  bfoat  wat  Jpiib  <  «i  *  ■  t-  ■ 

Pot  finfulman*s  imputed  guilt  r  i     ' :     *      :  ■*'<  . 

Hard  it  the  heart  that  fcebuftpeaK-         ■■  m  *■»  ■'.:»"■ 

Tor  fin,  for  which  the  Lamb  ujbm.  ■  ■   ^>-  <  ' 

3  Let  men  thy  dying  love  pmrlaiay    ,;.  '• ll  1 

Which  caua'd  thy  blood  iornaen  toftaunnt  *  ■■ 
'  Fix  in  their  hearts  flill  to  octnam  o  *»«.  '     > 

This  glorious  truth,  tba  Lamb ir  JUm*  '■- 
a?  Our  finking  ftate  thou  didft  bemoan*  ■   ■-    ■      'i)   - 

Yea,  all  our  fins  and  curie  aaofejonf  ■  ■■■  *  :.-iii*  <"■■  ■ 

To  fcye  us  from  eternal  pain r     »■■•■■ 

My  deareft  Lord,  the  Lamb  isfiaim* 
I  To  us  the  gofpel  fwectly  founds, 

We  flee  for  fafety  to  thy  wounds  j 

Yea,  thefe  to  us  do  glory-  gain, 

To  open  heav'n,  the  Lamb  is  Jlaia* 
6  Refolv'd  I'll  ly  before  thy  throne, 

And  fay,  f  never  will  be  gone 

Till  I  (hall  peace  with  God  obtain, 

That  peace  for  which  the  Lamb  isjlain* 
y  Doth  not  thy  blood  for  finners  plead, 

And  for  great  en'mies  intercede  ? 

Still  hopes  of  life  I  will  maintain, 

While  God  proclaims,  the  Lamb  isjhirt* 
8  Thy  blood  I  will  on  fin  revenge  j 

Help  me  from  fin  my  foul  to  cleanfe  $ 

Thy  wounds  from  fin  (hall  ftiil  teftrain, 

Since  for  my  fin  the  Lamb  u fiain* 

HYMN    XVI. 

Jesus his  Name  Jr agr apt. 

X  CHRIST  Jesus  is  the  Lamb  that's  (lain, 

To  fave  the  very  word  of  men  ;  . 

K 


No  name  like  Jefus  found*  to  me, 

For  Jesus  brings  falvation  free, 
^  Jesus  bis  name  doth  tinners  tell, 

His  works  to  fave  from  fin  aiftd  hell : 

All  fweetnefs  centers  in  his  name  j 

My  naming  it  makes  lore  to  flame. 
3  When  funk  are  names  of  greatcft  worth, 

4*  His  name's  like  ointment  poured  forth  j,f 

It  fpreads  a  fragrant  fceht  around, 

And  brings  refreftring  whh  ks  found. 
.4  Jesus  his  name  charms  heart  and  ear, 

Makes  me  content  his  erefs  to  bear  : 

His  nanle  doth  chear  my  fainting  foul, 

And  makes  my  wounded  fptrit  whole* 
j  His  Name  to  me  is  a  firong  tow'r, 

It  faves  me  from  the  wrathful  (how'r  :  v 

His  name  with  comforts  doth  abound 

To  fouls  with  forrows  almoft  drown'd, 
^  Jesus  his'  name  doth  fweetly  found, 

It  rings  falvation  all  armmd  5 

It  doth  the  heavy-laden  keep 

From  finking  downward  in  the  deep, 
^  When  in  our  place  dear  Jesus  flood 

With  all  his  garments  roHVl  hi  blood, 

To  faith  a  lovely  fight  is  he : 

All  guilty  men  to  Jefus  flee. 
8  O  Jesus,  glorious  is  thy  name  ; 

May  all  the  nations  hear  thy  fame  ! 

Moll  fweet  thy  name  will  ever  found 

Above,  where  praifes  have  no  bound, 

HYMN    XVII. 

^     The  crucified  Jesus* 

CHRIST  crucified  mall  be  the  fong 

"^Thich  will  employ  my  heart  and  tongue  t 

"If  his  fong  fupports  men  in  diftrefs, 

•And  cheers  their  hearts  in  wildernefs. 

-AWfongs  but  this  Til  lay  afide  5  '  .':;:$ 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify'd. 
Xjp  Calv'ry  mount  I'll  climb  by  faith, 
-And  fee  my  Saviour  vanquifh  death  j 
i'll  wond'ring  Hand,  and  view  the  blood 
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He  fhed  when  in  my  place  he  flood  : 
From  love  he  ftretch'd  his  arms  and  dy*d  3 
My  Lord,  my  Love  it  crucify 'd* 

3  To  me  his  bonds  do  iVeedom  buy, 
And  bring  to  glcsious  liberty  $ 
Th/  cruel  feoffs  he  bore  from  foes 
To  me  obtain  divine  applaufe. 

Of  Chrift  111  fing,  let  men  deride  ; 
My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd. 

4  The  flrokes  he  got  on  back  and  face 
Raze  out  the  marks  of  my  dilgrace  j 
The  thorny  crown  which  he  endWd, 
A  crown  of  life  for  me  procur'd, 
Let  flill  this  fong  with  me  abide. 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd 

5  On's  back  he  bore  the  bloody  tree, 
PufiVd  forward  by  the  foldiery  ; 
PityM  by  none,  by  all  blafphem'd 
Infulted,  hated  and  condemned  : 

In  all  he  wondrous  love  difplay'd  $ 
My  Lord,  my  Love  is.  crucify 'd.- 

6  His  difciples  were  fled  and  gone, 
The  wine-prefs  he  rnuft  tread  alone  : 
He's  pierc'd  in  head,  in  bands  and  feet, 
Till  ftrearns  of  blood  each  other  meet* 
Why  mould  I  think  of  ought  befide  ? 

My  Lord,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd, 

HYMN    XVIIJ. 

Know  Christ  crucified* 

2  CHRIST  crucify 'd  is  all  my  blefs, 
In  all  my  fhaits  I'll  him  addrefs, 
His  wounds  and  blood  do  make  me  whole  j 
Lock  up,  and  live,  each  fin-fick  foul ; 
if  vou  would  have  all  wants  fupply'd, 
"   Know  Jcfus,  and  him  crucify'd. 

•;:  That  bloody  fweat  of  Chrift's  fo  free, 
Proves  a  choice  cordial  unto  me  j 
Thore  nails  which  gave  him  torture  vaft. 
My  feat  in  heaven  fhali  make  fail. 
Let  hearts  that  would  be  fix'd  and  ftay'd, 
e*  Know  Jefusj  and  him  crucify  'd." 
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;   Chrift  fufferJd  naked,  mo  to  clothe 

With  righteoufhefs  and  glory  both  y 

His  parching  thirft,  and  cup  of  gall, 

In  bitter  griefs  me  comfort  fhalk 

Let  fouls  that  would  be  fafisfy'aY 

"  Know  Jefus  and  him.  crucify'd." 
.  Cnrift's  five  wide  wound*  do-  bid,  me  come 

To  lodge  in  them :  for-  there  U  toom ;       v 

His  loud  and  agonising  cry  J 

JEIeavVs  gates  will  opea  when  I  die.        * 

If  you  would  fee  them  open'i  wkk, 

•'  Know  Jefus,  ^nd  him  cnicify^k* 
►  ChrifVs  open'd  fide  my  cave  (haU  be,  1 

To  which  from  foes  my  foul  m*il  Iflej 

The  water  which  from  it  did  flow 

Shall  quench  my  thirft  while  here  below* 

Would  you  in  this  dear  refuge  bide  ? 

"  Know  Jefus,  and  him  crucify \L" 

HYMN- XIX. 

Gratitude  for  Redeeming  Love, 

:  IMMANUEL's  fame  I'll^read  abroad* 

And  loudly  praife  my  bleeding  God  y 

For  thefe  love*wonders  now*  I  fee, 

I'll  praife  thee  through  eternity. 

Lord,  make  me  meet  with  faints  above 

To  ling  thy  everlaftiug  love. 

The  Word  made  flejb,  the  Lamb  once  fain, 

Aftonifh  angels  as  well's  men  > 

This  (hews  God's  love  in  fuch  degree 

As  it  can  never  fathom'd  be. 

Lord,  make  me  meet  with  faints  above 

To  fing  thy  everlafting,  love. 
$  Why,  Lord,  did  ft  thou  fuch  pain  endure  ? 

He  faith,  Thy  finful  fool  to  cure  j 

My  crimfon  blood  to  you  doth  fay, 

Your  crimfon  fids  111  wafh  away. 

Amazing  love,  that  God  (hould  die 

For  man  that  was  his  enemy  ! 
f  I  plac'd  myfelf  in  finners  room, 

Your  flefti  and  frailties  did  affume  \ 

I  for  your  debt  engag'd  alone, 

And  for  your  fins  dy'd  to  atone, 

Vol  IV  3X  Am«  sing 
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Amazing  love,  that  God  (hould  die 
For  man  that  was  his  enemy ! 

5  O  Lamb  of  God,  to  men  thou'rt  good 
How  (hall  I  (hew  my  gratitude  ! 

I'll  kifs  thy  feet,  and  thee  adore, 
And  grieve  that  i  can  do  no  more* 
Lord  fit  my  foul  to  live  with  thee, 
To  fing  his  praife  who  dy'd  for  me* 

6  I  thank  thee,  Jefus,  my  dear  Lord, 
For  all  the  pains  thou  haft  endured  ; 
Caufe  thou  my  foul  thy  love  to  know, 
Who  bled  to  make  me  white  as  fnow. 
Lord  fit  my  foul  to  live  with  thee, 
To  fing.  his  praife  who  dy'd  for  me* 

HYMN   XX. 

The  Feast  of  Commemoratiok. 

1  TO  faints  affcmblies  I'll  repair, 

And  vent  my  heart  in  praife  and  pray'r  i 
The  day  Chrift  rofe,  I'll  him  extol, 
And  (hew  his  death  with  heart  and  foul. 
I  none  delire  to  know  befide 
My  Jefus,  and  him  crucify 'd. 

2  Chrift  crucify'd  is  (till  my  feafl ; 

They  Jtfus  love,  who  Jefus  tafle  ; 
I'll  on  his  purchafe  fix  mine  eyes, 
And  feafl  on  fruits  of  paradife. 
I  none  d^fire  to  know  befide 
My  Jefus,  and  him  crucify 'd. 

3  We  take  the  bleil  figns  in  our  hands, 

Anfi  io  obey  our  Lord's  commands : 
Remembring  thee,  we  do  attend  j 
And  this  we'll  do  till  time  ihall  end. 
Thy  death  to  fhew,  faints  will  take  care, 
Until  they  meet  thee  in  the  air. 

4  Thy  bleit  remembrance  yields  delight, 

But  far  more  fweet  will  be  thy  light : 
Hence  'tis  my  daily  cry  to  Thee, 

0  deareit  Jefus  come  to  me. 

1  none  defire  to  know  befide 
My  Jtfus,  and  him  crucify 'd. 
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5  A  fight  of  Jefus  on  the  crofs 
Makes  all  this  world  appear  a*  draft  : 
Lord,  what  are  earthly  things  tome, 
But  clouds  that  part  my  foul  and  thee ! 
O  tune  my  foul  for  fongs  above  ; 
Increafe  my  light,  inflame  my  love, 

6  Never  did  angeU  tafte  above 
Redeeming  grace;  and  dying  love* 
Worthy  is  Chrift  our  bleffed  Lamb, 
That  bore  for  men  the  crofs  and  (hame, 
On  God's  eternal  throne  to  reign,  » 
Since  he  for  us  was  pierc'd  and  flain. 

HYMN   XXI. 
Know  Jesus  only* 

1  JOIN,  ye  tribes  of  ranfom'd  men, 

With  hearts  and  tongues  to  fing, 
Worthy's  the  Lamb  that  was  (lain 

To  be  our  Lord  and  King  :    * 
Let  mens  wills  unto  him  bow, 
Since  out  of  love  for  men  he  dy'd  : 
Only  'jefus  will  I  hnowy 

And 'Jefus  crucif^d. 

2  For  our  fins  Chrift's  blood  was  fpilt, 

His  foul  did  torments  feel : 
If  we  mourn  not  for  our  guilt, 
Our  hearts  are  hard  as  fteel. 
Lord,  caufe  tears  from  hearts  to  flow  : 
O  pity  them  whofe  hearts  are  dry'd. 
Only  Jefus  will  I  know, 
And  Jefus  crucify^d, 
3    Sin  I  (hun  with  all  its  charm?, 
Since  it  would  me  deftroy  : 
Take  me,  Lord,  into  thy  arms, 

Me  fafe  to  heav'n  convoy  j 
While  I  travel  here  below, 
>till  keep  me  near  thy  pierced  fide. 
Only  Jefu?  will  I  know. 
And  Jefut  crucify'' d. 
Earth  affords  not  my  chief  good, 

In  Chrift  my  blifs  doth  ly  ,• 
Earth's  vain  dreams  mens  hearts  delude, 

Its  arts  I  do  defy  :  , 

.3X2  Empty 
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Empty  world,  I  thee  let  go. 
Adieu  to  all  thy  pomp  and  pride. 
Only  Jeftu  will  I  know* 
slnd  Jffus  crueify^d* 
5  Earth  I  quit  for  reft  above, 
Below  there's  nothing  fore  : 
Chriil  1  make  my  Lord,  ray  Love  j 

In  him  my  all's  fecuie. 
O  let  faith  iiilF  in  me  grow, 
All  vanities  1*11  lay  afide. 
Only  Je/its  ivi//  I  know* 
And  Jefus  crucify d* 

HYMN    XXIL 
A  Saint  chufes  mi  to  Jiay  behind  CiULtif. 

I   IN  the  wine-prcfc  of  God's  wrath 

My  deareft  Lamb  was  crufh'd  j 
There  he  groan'd  and  bled  to  death* 

Yea,  low  was  laid  in  dull  ; 
But  he  rofe,  to  (hew  his  ]ovc  *, 

To  plead  for  u^,  to  heav'n  he's  gone* 
Since  my  head  and  hearts  above 9  ; 

Why  Jiay  I  here  to  groan  ? 
%  Friend  of  tinners,  King  of  faints, 

Plead  for  me  with  thy  blood  j 
While  I'm  in  the  land  of  wants, 

Still  fend  me  heav'nly  food  :  s 

My  heart-plagues  do  thou  remove, 
Of  them  to  thee  I  make  my  moan.  -    v 

Since  my  head  and  heart's  above  f 

Why  fiay  I  here  to  groan  ? 

3  Into  Jefu's  hands  XI  fall, 

ByJaith  I  thee  embrace  ; 
Ring  of  glory  hear  me  call, 

And  heal  me  by  thy  grace  $ 
Let  thy  Spirit  in  me  move,     - 
To  fix  my  faith  on  Chrift  alone. 

Since  my  head  and  hearts  above,  , 

Why  Jay  I  here  to  groan  ? 

4  Lord,  thou  fay'ft,  I  quickly  come  $ 

Saints  for  thy  coming  pray  ; 
While  thou  ftay'ft,  I'm  far  from  home  > 
Lord  Jefus,  come  aw  ay  ; 

-  On 
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On  things  earthly  TB  Hot  w>ve, 
Like  Chrift  among  them  there  is  none. 
Since  my  head-dnd  heart's  above, 
Why  Jlay  1  here  to  groan  £ 

HYMN  XXIII. 

The  Fountain  of,  Christ's  Blood. 

1  WE  blcfs  God  for  this  matchlefs  blood. 

Which  to  us  freely  ftreams, 
And  fallen  men  from  fin  and  hell 
Mod  powerfully  redeems. 

2  Eternal  thanks  to  God's  dear  Son, 

Who  pour'd  this  ftream^ng  flood. 
To  wafh  from  fin,  and  to  enfure 
Our  fouls  eternal  good, 

3  Bethfeda,  Jordan,  Siloam's  pool. 

Are  vain,  they  do  no  good 
For  cleanfing  fouls,  or  purging  fins, 
As  doth  this  divine  blood, 

4  Come,  leprous  fouls,  to  this  new  pool, 

And  bathe  yourfelves  therein  : 
Why  mould  you  die,  when  God  provides 
This  remedy  for  fin  ? 

5  Unto  this  open  fountain  bring 

My  finful  foul,  O  God, 
And  all  my  fpotted  garments  cleanfe 
In  my  Redeemer's  blood. 

6  Upon  this  remedy  divine 

Alone  my  hopes  are  built : 
This  many  thoufand  fouls  have  tried, 
It  purg'd  away  their  guilt. 

7  Give  accefs,  Lord,  unto  thy  blood, 

And  faith  to  wafh,  till  I 
Be  purify M  and  throughly  clean 
From  all  iniquity. 

8  Praife  for  the  doctrine  of  free  grace, 

Which  Jefu's  gofpel  founds ; 
Praife  for  free  love,  and  cleanfing  blood 
That  flows  from  Jcfu's  wounds. 

HYMN 
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HYMN1  XXIV. 

Christ  our  Passovsk  Sacrificed  for  *r» 

i  LY  at  the  foot  6f  Jefu's  crofs,"  * 
Sec  what  the  Lamb  cndur'd  j 
Contemplate  there  his  .bleeding  wounds, 
Which  life  to  U9  procur'd. 
3  Sore  wounds  and  bruifes,  ftripes  and  pain, 
With  fearful  agony, 
Did  he  endure  to  ranfom  us 
'       From  endlefs  mifery. 

3  Jefus  our  paffover  is  flain, 

And  for  us  facrific'd  5 
The  tokens  of  thy  death  remain, 
Let  thefe  by  us  be  priz'd, 

4  A  feaft  upon  this  facrifice 

Thojj  haft  on  men*  beftow'd, 
Where  we  may  feed  upon  thy  flefli, 
And  drink  thy  precious  blood. 

5  Thanks  to  our  God,  who  loved  us, 

And  look'd  on  finking  men, 
And  for  us  found  a  facrifice, 
The  Lamb  for  tinners  flain. 

6  A  facrifice  that's  infinite 

Thy  juftice  did  demand, 
Ere  guilty  men  fhould  be  forgiv'n, 

Or  they  in  judgment  ftand. 
5   Behold  how  mercy  interpos'd 

In  this  nonplufling  cafe,  0 

And  fent  the  Lamb  our  paffover 

To  bleed  in  finners  place  ! 

8  Till  we  afcend  to  Chrilt  above, 

And  fully  mare  thy  feaft, 
We'll  fit  content  beneath  thy  crofs, 
And  blefs  thee  for  a  tafte. 

9  Dear  Lamb,  fhine  on  our  folemn  days, 

Thy  prefence  makes  the  feaft  : 
Come  fill  our  hearts  with  love,  and  joy 
That  cannot  be  expreft. 

HYMN    XXV. 

Thank/giving  to  the  blejfed  Trinity. 

1   EXALTED  Father,  we  thee  praife, 

And  bkfc  thy  focitd  rA&xne  ;  Thou 
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Thou  waft,  and  art,  and  evermore 
Remained  God  the  fame* 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah,  Amen* 

2  Father  of  mercies,  God  of  love, 

May  thou  be  dill  ador'd, 
Becaufe  thou  freely  gav'ft  thy  Son, 
To  be  our  Prieft  and  Lord. 
Hallelujah,  &c» 

3  O  Son  of  God,  we  thee  do  biefs, 

That  freely  undertook      _,    , 

To  be  a  Ranfoxner,  to  fave 
All  who  to  thee  do  look. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 

4  Unto  the  Lamb,  our  Saviour-God,  ..     s   „  i 

Let  praifes  dill  increafe  $ 
For  thro'  thy  precious  wounds  and  blood 
Comes  all  our  happinefs. 
Hallelujah,  &c, 

5  O  Holy  Ghoft,  we  thee  exalt,  t 

Who  doft  with  finners  drive, 
Till  they  be  brought  to  clofe  with  Child, 

And  made  in  him  alive-  v  v 

Hallelujah,  &c. 

6  We  praife  thee,  O  thou  promisM  Dove, 

Who,  as  Chrift  faid,  art  come 
To  raife  our  dead  fouls  unto  life, 

And  fafely  guide  us  home.  ^    > 

Hallelujah,  &c. 

7  To  purge  our  guilt,  and  buy  our  peace, 

God  fent  his  Son  to  bleed  5 
His  blood  procur'd  a  treafure  full 
To  anfwer  all  our  need. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

8  Thanks  to  our  heav'nly  Father's  love, 

Who  gave  the  Lamb  to  men  ; 
The  Lamb  we  praife,  and  Spirit  too, 
Thefe  Three  in  One.     Amen. 

HYMN   XXVI.  • 

Give  thanks  to  God  for  a  crucified  Jesus, 

.Z.  BLEST  Be  our  Lamb,  who  undertook 
Loft  finners  to  deliver  ; 
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O  praife  our  King,  for  be  k  good 

Hh  mercy  lata  for  ever, 
3  No  blood*  but  that  of  him  wWf  God, 

Could  take  away  our  fia  ; 
No  fraaller  facrlfice  than  thu 

Could  heaven  for  us  win, 

3  This  made  the  glorious  Sou  of  God, 

Leave  heaven  for  our  good  : 
Our  flelh  and  frailties  he  afTura'd, 
To  ranfora  us  with  blood. 

4  Beneath  the  vail  of  human  flelli 

His  Godhead  he  did  hide  } 
To  pay  our  debt,  and  purge  our  guilt, 
Ourfacrifice  he  dy'd. 
j   God's  praife  in  gofpel* hymns  we'll  Hog, 
With  thankful  hearts  thee  bleft  j 
We  will  found  forth  thy  glorious  name, 
H  The  Lord  our  Right eoumeis." 

6  In  evVy  place  and  company 

Where  it  may  tend  for  good, 
Chrift  crucify'd  we  will  extol, 
And  tell  men  of  his  blood, 

7  His  wounds  and  merits  we'll  fpeak  forth, 

His  fteps  we  will  purfue ; , 
From  him  we'll  holy  learn  to  be, 
Meek,  lowly,  juft,  and  true. 
.  8  What  love,  what  fervice,  and  what  praife, 
To  our  God  do  we  owe, 
Who  left  his  glorious  throne  above, 
To  die  for  us  below ! 
9  Till  we  the  vail  of  flefh  put  off, 
*     Accept  our  weaker  fongs  5 
And,  when  we  reach  the  mansions  bright, 
We'll  praife  with  better  tongues* 

HYMN    XXV1L 

The  Communion- Feast. 

I  HOW  greatly  fhould  the  loye  of  God 
,  All  our  affe&ions  move  ! 
He  foes  forgives,  and  next  invites. 
Them  to  a  feaft  of  love. 
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ft  The  feaft's  prepar'd,  we  ikl&An&  wnt 
But  Chrift  the  Lord  our  gueft  :  "* 
Thy  prefence  grant  to  htuigry  fouls, 
And  we'll  begin  the  feaft. 
3  Thy  prefence  would  tapfrly  fcfcch  Want 
On  a  communion  day  : 
Communion  with  thyftlf  u«  grant, 
Thy  grace  and  pow'r  difplay. 

4  O  make  us  witneffes  to  fhew 

The  virtue  of  thy  blood, 
That  it  gives  peace,  and  makes  ns  cty, 

"  My  King,  my  Lord  and  God." 
^  Under  thy  crofs  with  great  delight, 

Lord,  make  us  down  to  lit 5 
For  weary  travellers  to  reft 

Let's  find  this  (hade  moil  fit. 
6  Let's  here  poflefs-  thy  love,  and  wotmefe 

In  our  hearts  make  abode : 
No  mufic  hath  fuch  charming  founds 

As  thefe  two  words,  My  God. 

5  Pardon  of  fin,  and  peace  thro'  blood, 

Do  make  a  glorious  feaft  : 
This  food  is  entertainment  fweet, 
Which  angels  ne'er  did  taftc. 
8  Yet  of  this  royal  coftly  cheer 
Poor  finful  men  partake  j 
It  was  for  Adam's  race  alone 
God  did  this  banquet  make. 
*)  Communion  fweet  is  thro'  the  Lamb  <; 
To  him  be  glory  giVn 
By  all  that  dwell  upon  the  earth, 
vAnd  all  the  hofts  of  heav'n. 

HYMN    XXVIII^ 

The  free  Gospel-Call. 

1  COME,  guilty  fouls,  and  flee  away 
Like  doves  to  Jefu's  woun<Js  : 
Your  lot  falls  in  the  gofpel-day, 
Wherein  free  grace  abounds. 
•2  How  joyful  is  the  found  you  hearj 
To  you  men  Chrift  doth  call, 
Come  to  me  with  your  loads  of  fin, 

And  I  will  eafe  you  alL 
Vol.  IV.  3  Y 
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3  No  oot  fay,  "  Depart  from  me 

into  eternal  fire  f9 
But  kindly  bid  you  to  my  wounds, 
Where  troubled  fouls  retire* 

4  Come  to  the  balm  ;  behold  the  LambP 

Which  for  your  fins  was  flain  ; 
Come  flocking  to  my  healing  blood, 
Which  eafes  fouls  of  pain. 

5  No  more  refift  my  prefling  calls, 

Your  fouls  to  me  up-give  ; 
O  dying  men,  my  voice  regard, 
And  you  mall  ever  live* 

6  O  rebels  to  my  fceptre  bow, 

Your  weapons  caft  away  j 
Come  to  me  in  this  day  of  grace* 

And  make  no  more  delay. 
j  For,  lo  [  the  flaming  fword  is  drawn, 

And  ihaken  o'er  your  head  : 
If  divine  Juftiee  be  provok'd, 

The  blow  will  ftrike  you  dead. 
8  Comply  then  with  my  Spirit1*  work, 

In  your  hearts  give  me  room  ; 
In  ftraits  you'll  find  me  ftill  a  friend, 

I'll  bring  you  fafely  home. 

HYMN     XXIX. 

Fitnefsfor  the  Gospel- Feast. 

1  WILL  God  let  worms  approach  to  him, 
Heav'n*s  manna  for  to  tafte  j 
Yea,  call  a  piece  of  dud  and  iin 
/    To  fit  at  Jefu's  feaft? 
2,  Come,  holy,  holy,  holy  Lord, 
Who  lov'd  us  when  undone  y 
Come,  thou  united  myftic  Three, 
Unite  us  all  in  One.  * 

3  Come,  Prince  of  love  and  peace,  with  powV 

Our  grudges  all  remove  $ 
Come  join  our  hearts,  and  make  us  fit 
To  keep  the  feaft  of  love. 

4  Let  charity  our  hearts  poffefs  $        '      . 

O  fhed  thy  love  abroad  :  : 
And  may  we  Jefus  all  embrace  j 

As  our  own  Lord  and  God.  .    «» 

■  it 
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Het  Jcfu's  friends  with  humble  faith 

His  table  compafs  round, 
Partake  his  food,  admire  his  blood, 

That  fprings  from  ev'ry  wound. 
O  Let  the  flinty  ftubborn  heart, 

Which  threat'nings  cannot  move, 
Be  broken,  melted,  and  diffolv'd 

By  Jefu's  bleeding  love. 
Let  no  fin  in  my  heart  remain 

To  give  my  Lord  offence  : 
Help  me  to  a&  and  live  by  faith, 

And  not  by  corrupt  fenfe. 
Let  worldly  clogs  all  flay  behind, 

When  I  to  Chrift  draw  nigh  5 
Let  faith's  wings  now  be  ft  retched  out, 

And  to  his  wounds  I'll  fly. 

HYMN    XXX. 

Christ  the  Bread  cf  Life* 

CHRIST'S  flefh  arc*  blood,  the  rareft  food 

That  ever  way  pr-  ;/ar'd, 
[s  fet  befovc  the    ,eedy's  door; 

Yet  tew  it  do  regard. 
Shall  ftarving  foul*  flight  fuch  S  feaft, 

Made  ready  at  fuch  coft, 
&nd  chufe  to  feed  on  fwinifh  lufts 

Until  their  fouls  be  loft  ? 
Here  bread  of  life,  which  doth  exceed 

The  manna  of  the  Jews : 
3ur  bread  is  Chrift,  fubftantial  food  ! 

Theirs  but  this  fubftance  fhews. 
Their  manna  came  but  from  the  clouds, 

Ours  comes  from  heavens  high : 
Vho  ate  their  manna  now  are  dead, 

Who  ate  ours  live  for  ay. 

Lord,  evermore  give  us  this  bread,'* 

Give  daily  new  fupply  j 
rive  faith  to  eat,  that  we  may  live, 

And  may  not  faithtefs  die. 
Vrth  heav'nly  manna  fent  by  God 

Let  hungry  fouls  be  fed, 
ince  richly  is  thy  table  ftor'd 

With  this  immortal  bread. 

3  Y  2  7  For. 
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J  For  multitudes  there  ii  enough 
In  JefVs  fulnefs  free  j 
Tea  thoufand  thousands  all  it  once 
This  bread  can  lathfie. 

8  Dear  Jefus,  meet  with  hungry  fouls. 

Let  none  of  them  complain 
They  waited  on  thee  all  the  day, 
And  cry'd  For  bread  in  vain, 

9  O  Bread  of  life,  we  iiarving  come 

To  thee  for  to  be  fed  : 
When  Tome  thou  fill' ft,  us  pafs  not  by  ; 
With  foul -food  make  us  glad. 

HYMN    XXXI. 

GOD's  biding  his  face  is  grievous* 

1  A  BEGGAR,  Lord,  cries  for  an  alms ; 

Look  on  me  not  in  wrath: 
Thy  frailcs  are  better  far  than  life, 
Thy  frowns  arc  worfe  than  death, 

2  Dear  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  now  be  found 

Of  fouls  that  pant  for  thee  ; 
Be  not  a  fir  anger  in  our  land, 
When  fouls  their  wants  do  fee* 

3  When,  Lord,  thou  hid'ft  thy  face  from  me, 

Like  fading  flow'rs  I  mourn  : 
I  droop,  I  grieve,  I  can't  look  up, 
Till  thou  again  return. 

4  I'll  of  no  other  .crofs  complain 

Which  thoii  (halt  me  lay  on  j 
But  oh  !  the  hiding  of  tljy  face 
I  cannot  think  upon. 

5  Lord,  when  thou  fmiPft,  I  conquer  fin  j" 

I  then  get  ev'ry  thought, 
And  all  that's  oppofite  to  thee, 
Into  fubjedtion  brought. 

6  But,  when  thou  hid'ft,  I  lofe  my  ftrength } 

Like  Samfon  when  .be tray 'd. 
My  locks  are  cut,  my  heart  is  feint, 
My  faith  and  hope  are  dead. 

7  If  clouds  remain,  I'll  wander  far 

Out'of  the  king's  high- way  j 
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If  Chrift  his  loft  fhecp  do  not  fcek, 
Still  farther  n\\\  I  ftray. 
8  Good  Shepherd,  feek  and  bring  me  home  j 
Thou  art  the  finner's  friend  : 
Reftore  the  minings  of  thy  J$c«, 
Let  me  no  more  offend, 

HYMN.  XXXII. 

The  Mournimg  Penitent. 

1  WITH  low  abaferacnt  I  segecl 

On  my  original  > 
I  fee  my  nature  black,  a.nd  ftain'd 
By  my  firfl  parents  fall, 

2  In  fin  and  guilt  I  wa.?  conceived 

Before  I  firfl  drew  breath. 
And  early  was  expos'4  unto 
Both  firfl  and  fecond  death. 

3  My  heart  and  life  fin  doth  corrupt, 

Yea,  makes  my  heart  as  ftone  j 
It  makes  me  flight  God's  remedy  : 
My  folly  I  bemong. 

4  How  awful  is  the  thundering  voice 

From  Sinai's  flaming  mount,  ^ 

To  criminals  whp  break  God's  laws, 
Of  crimes  here's  your  account ! 

5  With  trembling  this  would  fill  my  foul, 

And  even  ftrike  me  dead, 
Did  I  not  fee  on  Zion  mount 
The  Lamb  for  fin  that  bled.^ 

6  A  finner  I,  thro'  Adam's  fal},' 

Have  loft  my  way  to  bjifs : 
When  God  a  new  way  doth  Feveal, 
Forbid  this  way  I  mifs, 

7  Unto  this  way  I  mourning  look,  •;     £ 

No  other  help  I  know  ; 
Jf  thou  declineft  helping  me, 
O  whither  fhall  I  go  ? 

8  Tby  word  faith,  I  fhould  not  defpond, 

But  plead  and  keep  in  mind 
The  blood  and  bowels  pf  the  Lamb, 
Who  is  loft  mankind's  friend.  ' 

HYMN 


Chrift's  blood  *nd  merit  1*  alone 
The  ground  cm  which  I  plead 

With  God,  I  bat  I  may  mercy  find 
In  this  my  time  of  need. 

4  The  do&riiie  ot  tree  grae?   I  plead* 

Which  thy  dear  go%el  founds, 
And  lender  love  to  p-ritents 
1  hat  flows  from  Jeiu*s  -vautids. 

5  Since  Chrift  our  fiiiety  paid  the  debt, 

That  f  juIs  condemn'd  might  live  > 
With  honour  to  thy  juftice  now, 
Great  fins  thou  canft  forgive. 

6  Where  mould  I  go  with  all  my  fins 

But  to  Redeeming  blood  ? 
Thoufands  have  try'd  it,  and  are  wauVd  j 
The  fountain's  large  and  good. 

7  I  plead  thy  blood,  and  ancient  love  \ 

I  humbly  own  my  guilt : 
Was  it  not  for  fuch  ftraying  fheep 
The  Shepherd's  blood  was  fpilt  ? 

8  That  trembling  woman  in  diftrefs 

v  To  Chrift  was  fear'd  to  come  : 
She  touch 'd  his  hem  j  he  heal'd  her  foon, 
And  fent  her  joyful  home. 


HYMN    XXXIV. 

Thanksgiving  to  God  the  Father. 

i  PRAISE  to  the  father's  love,  that  gave 
His  dear  and  only  Son* 
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To  be  our  prieft  and  facrifice, 
For  our  fins  to  atone. 
Hallelujah^  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah^  Amen. 

2  Thou  gav'ft  thy  Son  and  Spirit  both 

To  free  us  from  all  fears  :  ■ 

Diffolve  our  hearts  in  thankfulnefs, 
Melt  down  our  eyes  in  tears. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

3  But  drops  of  tears  can  ne'er  repay 

The  debt  of  love  we  owe  : 
Our  whole  felves  then  we  give  to  thee  $ 
There's  no  more  we  can  do. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

4  We  praife  thee,  Son,  who  in  our  room 

Was  willing  to  be  (lain  ; 
We  praife  thee,  Spirit,  who  applies 

His  blood  to  fallen  men*    „  , 

Hallelujah,  &c. 

5  Slain  beafts  for  fin  could  not  atone  : 

Such  offerings  had  been  vain, 
Had  not  the  Father  giv'n  his  Lamb 
For  finners  to  be  flain. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

6  This  facrifice,  more  precious 

Than  all  created  things, 
To  men  eternal  happinefs 
In  foul  and  body  brings* 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

7  Father,  thy  love  me  overwhelms  ; 

What  love  like  thine  fo  free, 
That  thou  hall  not  withheld  thy  Son, 
Thine  only  Son,  from  me  ! 
Hallelujah,  8jcc. 

8  When  men  rejoice  in  earthly  things, 

And  fing  of  things  of  nought, 
111  fing  of  thy  redeeming  love, 
And  wonders  thou  haft  wrought. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

9  Father,  to  thee  eternally 

Our  grateful  fongs  we'll  raife  } 
But  O  !  eternity's  too  lhort 
To  lhew  forth  all  thv  praife. 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah,  Amen*  HYMN 
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HYMN    XXXV* 
The  amazing  Love  cfCmitoTm 

1  AMAZING  love  !  that  made  God*a  Son 

So  willingly  confefit 
For  worms,  yea,  foes  and  rebel*  bafe, 
To  bear  their  punishment. 

2  Love  made  him  lay  afide  hb  crown 

And  robe*  of  majefty, 
And  like  a  fervant  to  came  down 
To  bear  the  crofs,  and  die. 

3  Love  brought  him  down  far  worms  to  die. 

Love  laid  him  in  a  tomb  j 
Love  brings  him  down  a  fecond  trme, 
To  lead  his  people  home* 

4  When  devjts  rag'd,  he  then  engag'd 

To  combat  ail  helVs  powers  j 
He  them  defy'd,  when  that  he  dy'd 
To  fave  us  from  hell's  fhowVs. 

5  When  heaven  and  hell  both  on  him  fell 

Our  fouls  be  faft  did  hold  j 
His  life  gave  up,  thfe  flood  to  ftop,     ' 
And  bring  us  to  his  fold. 

6  Love  made  him  on  the  crofs  to  bleed, 

And  fall  our  facrifice  ; 
Love  made  the  tree  him  brought  to  daft 
Raife  men  unto  the  ikies. 

7  Chrift  fuffer'd  :  why  r  he's  pleased  to  fee 

Poor  flraying  flieep  brought  home, 
And  unbelieving  fouls  allur'd 
Into  his  wounds  to  come. 

8  Hence  he  declares  none  perifli  fhall 

Who  in  him  do  believe  j 
Their  (ins  he'll  pardon,  and  them  take 
To  heav'n  with  him  to  live. 

9  All  things  to  me  are  dung  and  drofs 

But  Jefus  crucify 'd  \ 
Under  the  ihadow  of  his  crofs 
I'll  fit  down  and  abide. 

HYMN   XXXVI. 

A  Hymn  to  the  Holy.  Ghos?v 

1  LORD,  fend  thy  Spirit  dawn  to  us* 

Chrift 's  purchafc  to  apply  ;  He'll 
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fteil  caufe  us  fee  our  fall  and  help, 

And  unto  Jefus  fly. 
&  Thou,  who  at  Pentecoft  didft  fend 

Heav  Vs  wind  to  fill  the  place 
Where  thy  apoftles  met  for  pray'r, 

Grant  us  part  of  that  grace  > 
That  gladly  we,  like  them,  may  found 

The  wondrous  works  of  God-. 
And  (hew  the  mighty  pow'r  and  fruits 

Of  Jefu's  precious  blood. 
Come,  Holy  Ghoft,  thou  heavenly  Dove  > 

Descending  from  above, 
Renew  our  fouls,  and  fill  our  hearts 

With  precious  faith  anfl  love. 
We  are  thy  workman  (hip  $  but  fin 

Hath  ev'ry  thing  mifplac'd j 
Come  o'er  thy  handy-work  again j 

Thy  image  is  defac'd. 
Create  in  us  all  things  anew,  / 

Caufe  old  things  pafs  away; 
Our  corrupt  habits  quite  fubdue, 

Sin  weaken  ev'ry  day. 
Let  David's  house  in  us  grow  ftrong  ,r  , 

But  weak  the  houfe  of  Saul ; 
Let  fatan's  holds  and  all  our  lufts 

Before  God's  Spirit  fall. 
O  kindly  guide  poor  travellers 

Into  the  paths  of  peace, 
And  bring  us  to  our  Father's  house, 

Where  fins  and  forrows  ceafe; 

HYMN   XXXVIL 

Tke  Balm  of  Christ's  Blood \ 

\  CHRIST'S  blood,  that  univerfal  balm 
Which  thousands  long  have  try'd, 
Doth  quicken,  foften,  cleanfe  and  heal, 
Where-e'er  it  is  apply'd. 
I  This  fov'reign  blood  doth  purge  out  fin, 
And  doth  allay  our  fears ; 
It  gives  us  light  and  flrength  within, 
And  dries  up  hurtful  tears* 
j  By  this  blood,  hell  its  prey  hath  loft, 
Juftice  is  fatisfy'ch 
Vol*  IV,  3  Z  Now 
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Now  willing  foul*  may  be  forgiv'ii 
Since  Jefus  bled  and  dyM* 

4  No  blood  like  this  was  ever  ifced, 

For  heav'n  it  makes  us  me er  \ 
Mens  hearts  it  draws,  and  pleads  their  taufet 
No  voice  like  it's  fo  fwcet+ 

5  Abel's  (lied  blood  did  vengeance  cry  ; 

But  Chrift  cry'd,  Mercy  fhew  j 
Them  pity,  **  Father,  and  forgive  j 
11  They  know  not  what  they  do/* 

6  What  love  Si  this,  that  God  fhould  ftoop 

In  human  flefh  to  dwell. 
And  flied  his  blood  for  enemies, 
To  keep  them  out  of  hell  I 

7  Great  love  it  was  for  God  to  bleed 

For  rebels  domvTd  to  death  \ 
But  more  to  Toiler  hell,  to  favc 
Them  from  eternal  wrath* 

8  O  let  this  divine  blood  of  thine 

My  baid  heart  overflow  : 
This  blefTmg  grant,  though  earthly  gifts 
Thou  Ihouldft  no  more  beftow.         ^^^^ 
6  In  my  faith's  arms  I  take  the  Lamb, 
,        As  offer'd  unto  me  : 

His  precious  blood  I  do  apply,'. ; 
Me  from  all  guilt  to  free, 

HYMN   XXXVIIL 

Shew  forth  Christ's  Death 4  _    • 

1  SINCE  our  Redeemer  faith,  Do  this; 

This  we  wirl  always  do  ; 
Till  Chrift  to  us  return  again,  , 

Thus  we  bis  death  will  fhew, 

2  How  fweet  and  welcome  to  our  fouls 

Is  Chrift's  deat  feaft  of  love  ! 
Tho'  it  be  no  ifcore  but  a  tafte  .«' 

Of  that  great  feaft  above.  V  .     ' 

3  Thy  flefli,  Lord1,  is  the  fweeteft  food,    .•*■•'.-- 

Thy  blood  is  drink  divine  j 
Thy  purcbasM  fruits  are  the  beft  fere 
On  which  thou  mak*ft  us  dine. 

4  Pardon  of  fin,  and;  peace  with  tJdd,    •  - 

Do  make  a  noble  feaft  $       •  :-  v  '•••'■ 

:    ;  ,-.•-'•    -.Ciflly 
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Coftly  to  Chrifl,  ft©' iree  to  us  : 

Moft  fwcctly  do  they ■  ta(U.  

5   Here  we  fet  forth  our  fuff'ring  Lord,   .„ 
As  bleeding  unto  death  3  ;  ;. 

Like  wife  the  forrows  .of  his  foul,     N    ,  ,         ■- ;  * 

When  lying  under  wrath  :,- 
*>   The  nails  which  piere'd  his  hands  and  fet,      .  /     ,; 
Which  caufed  ftreams  of  blood  $ 
The  thorns  which  crownMd  Ijis  bleifed  b^ad, 
And  fweird  the  cr*mfon  flood.     :..-•■ 
*j  Since  Chrift  requites  us  for  to  (hew 
His  love  to  us  when  loft, 
What  wounds,  and  blood,  and  agonies, 
To  feve  trs,  it  did  coft  ; 
8  Thus  we  review *hj  deathfar  us,       -    \  »  ~ 
O  Lamb,  for  flnnerj>  {lain  : 
We  praife  thy  love,  and.reA  upon. 
The  merit  of  thy  pain, 

HYMN  XXXIX.;         : 

the  Believer* s  Work  at  the  Holy  Supper. 

i  I'LL  fit  bepeatt  Imm^nuer.s  croft, 
Under  thefe  (how'rs  qf  blootf : 
On  my  harcl  heart  caufe  drops  to  light 
From  thy  wounds,  0  my  God. 

2  My  Lord  I  fee  .najl'd  to  the  tree, 

And  dying  for  my  fin  $  , 
Thy  fide  wide  opened  with  a  fpear, 
To  lodge  my  foul  therein. 

3  I  kifs  the  nail-UoJes  in  thy  .hands, 

And  fide  the  fpear  did  pierce : 
I  (helter  here,  this  cav,e,rae  hides 
When  ftorms  Wow  fharp  and  fierce. 

4  My  heart  doth  bleed,  my  eyes  do  drop, 

When  I  Ay  anguift  fee, 
And  think  thefe  buuifes  fore  and  pangs 
Were  all  deferv'd  by  .me. 

5  I  fee  my  fins  prepar'd  the  crofs, 

The  thorns,  the  nails,  and  fpear, 
Which  tore  thy  flefh  ;  they  made  thy  foul 
The  pains  of  hell  to  bear. 

6  In  thy  wounds  I  fin's  ill  do  fee  j 

In  fin  I'll  not  proceed, 

3  Z  2  Ne 
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No  more  abufe  thy  love  nor  make 

Thy  wounds  afrefh  to  bleed 
7  I  mourn,  and  hate  my  cruel  fins, 

Which  piercM  my  Lord  to  death  ; 
Thefe  murderers  (hall  find  no  more 

Place  in  my  foul  to  breathe. 
%  Awake,  my  foul,  with  all  thy  pow'is 

Job  with  the  hoft*  above. 
To  celebrate  forgiving  grace, 

And  piaife  redeeming  love. 

HYMN    XL, 

Sweet  FruUs  of  Christ's  Sufferings* 

j  THY  gofpel,  Lord,  holds  forth  thy  love 
In  fwcet  and  melting  founds, 
And  us  a  fov1  reign  balm  prefects 
From  JefiTs  bleeding  wounds. 

2  It  is  thy  pain  that  giveth  cafe 

To  my  difeafed  foul  \ 
When  I  am  full  of  pains  and  wounds, 
Thy  ftripes  do  make  me  whole. 

3  Thy  cries  bring  anfwers  to  my  prayer's, 

Thy  wounds  are  my  refuge  ; 
Thy  blood  doth  wa(h  my  crimfon  guilt, 
And  fave  from  wrath's  deluge* 

4  Thy  crofs  doth  bring  me  nigh  to  God, 

And  doth  his  wrath  appeafe  j 
Thy  blood  brings  pardon  for  my  guilt, 
And  gives  my  confeience  eafe. 

5  Thy  death  hath  purchased  life  to  me  $ 

Thy  grave  hides  all  my  fin, 
And  all  the  curfes  of  the  law  : 
Which  yields  great  peace  within. 

6  Vaft  fums  of  debt  for  us  thou  paid 

With  thy  own  dear  heart's  blood, 
Andxalls  us  to  be  pure  and  white, 
By  warning  in  this  flood. 

7  This  is  our  loving  Ranfomer, 

Who  our  whole  curfe  endur'd  ; 
And,  having  paid  our  dreadful  debt* 
Our  rooms  in  heav'n  fecur'd. 

8  To  him  that  lov'd  us  unto  death 

AH  honour  we  will  g;ive ;  ^ 
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Jie  fhed  his  blood  our  fouls  to  wa(h : 
We'll  to  his  glory  live. 

HYMN  XLL 

The  believing  SouPs  Feqfl. 

"i  HERE  faith  may  fpy  our  Saviour's  flefli, 

Upon  the  table- ly  : 
•    Sahration  flow  in  ftreams  of  blood, 

To  drive  our  fins  away. 

2  Grant,  Lord,  thy  pre  fence  at  this  feaft, 

And  make  it  a  good  day  : 
Give  to  each  gueft  what  thou  feed  beft  j 
Empty  fend  none  away. 

3  To  thee  we  look  for  living  bread  : 

We  languiih  and  are  faint: 
If  failing  thou  (halt  us  difmifs, 
Our  fouls  will  die  for  want. 

4  Thy  heav'nly  manna,  Lord,  rain  down 

Our  fp'ritual  ftrength  repair  $ 
Give  foodj  till  we  (hall  get  above, 
And  feaft  with  Jefiis  there. 

5  While  in  this  defert  we  fojourn, 

Send  us  grace  from  above  j 
Our  fouls  refrefii,  our  faith  indreafe, 
And  warm  our  hearts  with  love.       ' 

6  Thine  ordinance,  Lord,  countenance  j  • 

Shew  us  thy  fmiling  face  : 
Caufe  ftreams  of  living  waters  flow 
In  channels  of  thy  grace. 

7  Thy  people,  Lord,  lament  for  thee  z 

O  comfort  them  that  mourn ;  ? 

Meet  with  them  as  in  former  days, 
To  gofpel-feafts  return. 

8  Charge  not  on  ixs  our  former  fins  $ 

Let  all  thine  anger  ceafe  : 
Look  to  the  crofs  on  Calvary, 
And  bid  us  go  in  peace, ' 

HYMN   XLIL 

Thanksgiving  after  a  Gospel-Feast. 

I  I  BLESS  God  for  the  food  he  gave 
To  me  a  worm  to  eat, 

And 


Hallelujah^  $cc» 
"  What  (hall  I  render  to.  my  God. 

For  all  his, -gifts  to  me," 
And  for  this  gift  unfpeakable, 
Hi*  Son. for  mehto  die? 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
He  from  his  fulnefs  did  me  fcaft 
With  riches  of  his  grace  5     « 
He  took  me  in  his  loving  arms, 
And  (hew  d  his  fmiling  face. 
Hallelujah,  fee. 
My  heart  when  faint  he  did  fupport,. 

Difpeird  my  guilty  fears  s 
He  fet  my  feet  upon  the  rock, 
And  wip'd  away  .my  tears.  - 
Hallelujah,  &c.      . 
His  pard'ning  voice  makes  me  to  fing* 

And  doth  inflame  my  love  ; 
His  fpirit  lifts  my  thoughts  from  earth 
Unto  the  things  above. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
I  praife  thy  name,  who  pity'd  me, 

Poffeft  my  heart  as  thine, 
Reftor'd  me  thy  falvation's  joy, 
Fill'd  me  with  love  divine. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
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HYMN    XL1II. 

Suitable  Walking  after  a  GoJpeLFtaJl. 

TO  Ch rift  we  now  derated  are,   .     ,  .    ..    .   a 

By  folemn  oath  we're  thine : 
Give  grace  and  ftrength  now  to  obey 
And  love  thy  law  divine* 
t    Since  for  us  thou  haft  Med  and  dy'd,  . 
To  thee  our  all  we  gbrej  * 
And  for  our  fins  haft  fatisfy'd,  ■  >  .-  \ 

To  thee  we'll  only  live,    c  :      :■■...;  ;.;.,. 
3  Help  us  to  grow  in  iaith  and  zeal,  '       *  <    ^ 

And  thrive  in  every  grace  5  .  ■:  *     .       / 

And  let  Chrift's  love  conftraia  as:  ffill  .  i    ■'•-.-.■  ,  ■■ . ; '? 
To  run  our  Chriftian  race.  .  ..    . 

(g.  O  let  us  walk  with  tendernefc,  ■-.-  -     *  .       ■..'!*    % 

And  with  humility:  ..'.".. 

Lord,  break  the  power  of  unbelief, 

Our  heart  fins  mortify.  '"'■"■/ 

5  We'll  make  them. our  familiars, 

Who  our  dear  Lamb  do  love, 
We'll  travel  in  their  company, 

Who  feek  the  land  above.         *  .        "- 

6  But  loofe  companions  we  will  flee,  '   N, 

Who  would  lead  us  aftray  : 
To  finful  thoughts  and  tempting  (hares 

We  will  no  more  give  way. 
9  May  I  the  Lamb  now  imitate,  \* 

And  in  his  footfteps  tread, 
And  (till  grow  in  conformity 

To  my  exalted  Head. 

8  Lord,  give  more  faith,  more  love  and  hope, 

That  I  may  live  to  thee, 
And  by  my  converfatron  (hew 
The  Lamb  hath  dy'd  for  me. 

9  Thou  meeteft  them  who  do  rejoice 

In  thy  fweet  ways  to  go, 
Who  would  their  days  fpend  to  thy  praife 
While  they  are  here  below.    «■ 

■       HYMN 


BLEST  Spirit  come  with  mighty  pow'r, 

And  melt  men^s  hearts  in  tears ; 
Thy  work  revive  throughout  the  lands 

In  thefe  declining  years. 
Let  yet  God's  ordinance  be  lov*d, 

Chrift1*  dying  words  thought  on  % 
Let  cold  and  carelefs  fouls  be  mov'd 

To  honour  God's  dear  Son, 
When  the  firft  faints  oft  broke  thy  bread 

With  love  and  life  divine* 
They  drank  the  fpirit  of  ibeir  Head, 

As  well's  their  facred  wine. 
Thcir  meek  and  pure  lives  did  proclaim^ 

They  UVd  and  walk'd  with  God  : 
To  aliens  they  endeared  the  Lamb, 

And  fpread  his  fame  abroad. 
Their  zealous  hearts  would  nothing  know 

But  Jefus  cruciFy*d  5 
Htm  they  corafeiVd  while  here  below, 

And  martyrs  for  him  dv'd  1 

6  Their  love  to  Jefus  was  fo  ftrong, 

All  tortures  they  endur'd : 
While  they  the  {lain  Lamb  made  their  fong, 
Thus  ftrangers  they  aliur'd. 

7  O  where's  that  ancient  holy  flame 

That  in  their  hearts  abode, 
Which  made  them  witnefs  for  the  Lamb, 
And  fuffer  for  their  God  ? 

8  O  God,  fend  fhow'rs  of  grace,  and  caufe 

•  Men's  backward  wills  to  yield,  ' 

And  turn  us  from. a  wildernefs 
Unto  a  fruitful  field. 
5  Caufe  numfeex^ee  to  Jefu's  wounds, 
Convince  them  there  is  room  5  - 
Rebels  fubdue,  reign  in  their  fouls  ; 
O  let  thy  kingdom  come* 

HYMN 


antt'Sufferingt  ofCbriJl.  $6i 

•HYMN   XLV- 
Revenge  the  Death  of 'Christ  upon  Sin* 

QUESTION. 

0  HARMLESS  undefiled  Lamb, 
What  causM  thy  wounds  and  pain  ? 

Thou  knew'fl  no  fin,  thtou  did'ft  no  wtong  5 
What  causM  thee  to  be  (lain  ? 
ANSWER. 
•    "  Of  all  my  wound*  and  anguilh  fore, 
My  preffures  and  complaints, 
And  of  my  racking  bloody  death, 
Your  fins  were  inflruments. 
I    To  you  thefe  bitter  pains  belong'd, 
On  you  they  would  been  laid  j 
But  love  to  you- made  me  them  bear. 
That  God's  wrath  might  be  ftay\i." 
3.  O  monilrous  lin,  thou  murderer  !  . 

Can  I  be  reconciled 
To  fuffer  thee  to  lodge  with  me '? 
No  more  to  this  I'll  yield. 

5  I  bitterly  bewail  my  fins, 

Which  gave  my  Saviour  pain  ; 

1  them  abhor;  and  call  to  door  ; 
They  (hall  no  more  remain. 

6  I'll  fin  purfue  the  Lamb  that  flew  } 

All  lulls  I'll  crucifie. 
By  nailing  them  to  Jefu's  crofs, 
.  Till  they  expire  and  die. 

7  Subdue  my  heart,  O  mighty  king  j 

Let  no  corruption  live  :' 
Kill  paflion,  pride,  and  all  thy  foes, 
Let  none  of  them  furvive. 

0  Tear  up  the  roots  of  inbred  fin, 

And  let  it  rage  no  more  j 
All  fatan's  plenilhing  break  down, 
And  turn  it  to  the  door. 

HYMN   XLVl. 

The  Complaints  offerious  Souls. 

1  WHEN  doubts  and  fears  opprefs  my  foul, 

In  CrurilTs  arms  let  me  fall  \ 
Vol.  VI.  4  A  For 


For  he\  my  ftrength  and  righteoufaefi, 

My  Surety,  and  ray  All- 
Allow  me,  Lord,  to  fall  and  If 

At  thy  dear  pierced  feet, 
'To  fpread  out  ray  complaint*  and  griefs, 

And  tafte  thy  mercy  fweet« 
With  raarae  and  grief  I  do  bewail 

That  ray  heart  is  not  Toft, 
For  all  the  wounds  my  fins  gave  Chi  ill  % 

Which  made  him  bleed  fo  oft* 

4  Alas !   1  oft  turn  cold  and  dead. 

And  backward  to  obey  j 
Yea,  flow  to  praife  the  Lamb  of  God, 
And  negligent  to  pray. 

5  Backfiiding  hearts  thou  fecft  we  have, 

Which  wander  and  grow  cold  : 
Lord,  bring  again  thy  itraytng  iheep 
Into  thy  happy  fold. 

6  Whatever  crofs  thou  layTft  on  u«, 

Give  Arength  to  bear  the  load  | 
Let  it  be  pain  or  poverty, 
We'll  not  refufe  the  rod, 

7  But,  Lord,  we  dread  toward  decays 

Of  love  and  holinefs  \ 
From  thefe  our  fouls  relieve  and  keep* 
And  with  thy  prefence  blefs. 

8  My  Lord,  betwixt  my  foul  and  thee 

The  breaches  "all  make  up  : 
.  No  cold  nor  drynefs  let  there  be  j 
Withhold  this  bitter  cup. 

9  Let  Jefu's  blood  bring  mountains  down, 

m  And  diftance  all  remove  : 
Make  me,  like  Enoch,  walk  with  God, 
And  fpend  my  time  in  love. 

N.  B.  ladvertife  now  (as  I  did  before  the  13th  ^H) 
that  the  fourteen  following.  Hymns  are  comfofed  in 
ferent  Meofures.    See  the  Reafon  given,  before* 

HYMN   XLVIL 

The  Repenting  Prowgai^. 

X  FATHER,  behold^  thy  fon, 

A  wand'ring  jro^igal,  ..-.,. 
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fey  fin  and  folly  quite  undone, 
Now  at  thy  feet  doth  fall* 

2  Afham'd  of  all  my  ways, 
My /wanderings  I  confeft ; 

I  fee  ereat  need  of  Jefu*s  Wood, 
And  his  pure  righteoufnefs.  ' 

3  Open  thine  arms  to  me, 
And  take  the  wandVer  home  : 

By  gofpel-offers  I*ta  affur'd, 

Thro1  Chrift  to  me  there**  room, 

4  I  fel&cdndemned  iy  5 

O  hear  my  humble  pray'r  : 
Thou  feed'ft  the  ravens  when  they  cry, 
Soul-food  for  me  prepare. 

5  Father  of  mercies,  hear $ 
Thy  blefling  now  beftow : 

For  this  I  cry,  arid  wreftling  ly, 
And  will  not  let  thee  go. 

6  O  fay,  ™  This  is  my  fon, 
Once  dead,  but  now  doth  live, 

Once  loft,  but  now  in  Chrift  is  found  % 
I  do  him  home  receive.9* 

7  O  great  Immanoel, 
Accept  my  new-born  cry  5 

Behold  the  travail  of  thy  foul 
Which  doth  thee  fatisfy. 

8  By  faith  I  thee  embrace, 
Thy  blood  I  <k>  apply : 

■O  fend  thy  Spirit  with  his  grace, 
My  foul  to  fan&ify, 

HYMN   XLVIIL 

Weak  Yajtu  not  rejt&ed. 

*  I  SEE  Chrift's  bleeding  fide  * 

Lord,  hide  me  in  thy  wounds  : 
Thy  flickering  fuch  helplefs  fouls 
Unto  thy  praife  redounds. 
a  Into  thy  arms  I  fall, 
In  free  love  me  embrace  : 
In  weaknefs  great  on  thee  I  call, 
O  (hew  thy  fmiling  face. 
3  I  wait  at  thy  command, 
Until  the  pool  ihall  move, 
4  A  2 
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Wkcn  thou  wilt  fend  thy  healing  powV 
To  cure  me  in  thy  love. 

4  Thou  knowTft  my  feeble  voice, 
Which  I  to  thee  direel : 

The  gofpel  method  is  my  choice,        , 
AH  others  I  rcjecL 

5  Thou  know*ft  my  hearts  defire, 
My  doubts  and  fears  doft  fee  » 

Thy  founding  bowels  cauCe  me  hear, 
And  kindly  fay  to  me, 

6  "  Poor  foul,  of  little  faith, 
O  wherefore  dofl  thou  doubt  ? 

Whoe'er  he  be  that  comes  to  me,  * 
Him  will  I  not  caft  out." 
y  On  thy  word  I  depend, 
Thou  faithful  art  and  true  } 
My  weak  faith  iUengthea  and  defend, 
My  unbelief  fabdue. 
8  Teach  me  to  know  thy  name 
Jesds,  and  it  to  blefs  j 
Thy  title  alfo  to  proclaim,  , 

11  The  Lord  our  Righteoufoefs." 

HYMN   XLIX/ 
The  Remembrance  of  Christ  in  the  Supper. 

1  CHRIST  in  that  night  ho  was  betrayed, 
Took  bread,  gave  thanks,  it  brake,  and  faid, 
"  My  broken  body  here  you  fee  j     , 

"  Take,  eat  it,  and  remember  me." 

2  Thus  alfo  he  the  cup  did  take  ; 
"  Here  fealing  blood  (bed  for  your  fake, 
41  Which  doth  my  teiVment  ratifie  : 

44  Let  all  drink  and  remember  me." 

3  Your  pardon,  with  what's  for  your  good ^r 
Is  purchasM  by  my  deareft  blood  :  y 
My  blood  to  you  makes  pardon  free  $ 

In  drinking,  then,  remember  me. 

4  For  hungry,  fouls  here's  martna  rare, . 
God  fends  from  heaven  for  your  fare  ; 
This  manna  falls  now  plenteoufiy ; 

In  eating,  then,  remember  me. 

5  Here  God  fits  on  a  throne  of  grace, 
Where  finful  men  may  fee  his  face ; 
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My  blood  procures  your  accefs  free  j 
In  drinking,  then,  remember  me. 

6  See  here  the  Tree  of  Life -with  fruit, 

And  leaves  which  heal,  and  ftrength  recruit ; 
Thefe  I  (hake  down,  poor  foul,  to  thee  : 
Eat  freely,  and  remember  me. 

7  See  Jacob's  ladder  "here  fet  up, 
A  covenanting  God  at  top  : 

Climb,  and  God  will  tranfa£t  with  thee  j 
In  doing  this,  remember  me. 

8  Here  runs  of  Life  the  river  pure, 

Which  our  fouUwounds  doth  cleanfe  and  cure  £ 
It  freely  runs  to  all,  you  fee  :  "      ' 

By  faith  drink,  and  remember  me* 

HYMN     L. 
Admire  tbe  Lamb  Jlain. 

1  COME  here,  admire,  and  gaze  a  while  y 
Behold  Chrift  pierc'd  for  finners  vile  : 
Who  can  this  glorious  truth  explain  ! 

TV  immortal  God,  tbe  Lamb  is  Jlain. 

2  Look  not  afide  to  dung  and  drofs, 
But  glory  only  in  the  crofs  \ 

And  always  in  your  thoughts  retain 

Thefe  melting  words,  tbe  Lamb  is  Jlain. 

3  Draw  near  the  crofs,  that  bloody  tree  $ 
Rich  fruit  it  bears  for  you  and  me. 
Help,  Lord,  to  know,  and  ftill  maintain, 

The  Lamb  of  God  for  me  was  Jlain. 

4  Thy  fufTrings,  Lord,  I  weep  to  fee, 

Thefe  (tripes  and  wounds  I  brought  on  thee  : 
From  fins  of  all  kinds  I'll  abftain, 

Thefe  naijs  by  which  the  Lamb  is  Jlain, 

5  The  crofs  is  now  a  tree  of  life 

That  men  relieves  from  linking  grief, 
Yea,  life  to  dead  fouls  doth  regain  j 
Draw  life  from  this,  the  Lamb  is  Jlain* 

6  No  flaming  fword  doth  guard  this  tree, 
Its  fruit  is  to  all  finners  free  : 

Good  news  this  is  to  fallen  men  5 
Come  eat  and  live,  the  Lamb  is  Jlain. 
3  Dear  Lamb,  thine  ever  J  ailing  love 
Draws  men  from  hell  to  heav'n  above  : 


Thr  lo«e  doth  us  to  fine  c 

This  heavenly  song,  the  j 
8  TbeLaatJ>redees*f  tubyhisl 
Aod  nukes  at  kings  and  priefls  m  God : 
All  praHe  and  honour  doth  pertain 

Vvu>  the.  Lsmb  fxx  foam Jlsm+    . 

HYMN    LI. 
Trace  Cbust's  Agfirkgs. 

i  LET§  trace  Chrift1*  fteps,  like  fblPwers  brave, 

From  the  bleft  feaft  onto  the  grave  $ 

Nor  leave  him  when  to  Calv'ry  led, 

Like  thofe  who  htm  forfbok  and  fled* 
%  Firft  to  Gethlemane  we'll  go, 

There  floods  of  wrath  him  overflow  ; 

Both  fears  and  foes  befct  him  round, 

Our  fins  him  preft  down  to  the  ground* 

3  There  he  lies  in  a  bloody  fweat,  p 
Which  him  o'erfpread  from  head  to  feet $ 

.    He's  bruis'd,  he  pours  out  prayers  and  cries  i 

With  floods  of  tears  from  both  his  eyes. 

4  His  friends  prove  falfe  j  one  him  betrays. 
Another  him  with  oaths  denies  : 

Men  fcize  and  bind  him  like  a  thief, 
His  friends  him  leave  without  relief. 

4  Amidft  his  foes  he's  left  alone, 
He's  buffeted  and  fpit  upon, 

His  head  is  crown 'd  with  wreaths  of  thorn, 
His  body  is  with  fcourges  torn. 

6  He's  load  with  feoffs  and  blafphemies, 
Bafely  infulted,  charged  with  lies  \ 
Found  innocent*  yet  doom'd  to  die, 
And  bear  his  crofs  to  Calvary. 

7  For  us  a  (hameful  death  he  dy'd  J 
Between  two  thieves  he's  crucifyM  : 
He's  nail'd,  and  jeer'd  by  cruel  meuj 
With  lingering  torments  piercM  and  {lain* 

5  His  God,  his  fun,  withdrew  their  light j 
Earth,  rocks,  and  men,  were  in  a  fright  i^ 
Yet  he  by  death  fubdu'd  his  foes, 

And  from  the  grave  in  triumph  rofe. 

HYMN 
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HYMN    LII. 

The  Soul  wondrifig  at  Redeeming  Love. 

%  HOW  full  of  wonder  is  that  love, 
That  made  God  leave  his  throne  above, 
To  dwell  in  clay  with  men  below, 
And  death  for  them  to  undergo  ! 

2  That  God,  who  keeps  the  key  of  death, 
Should  on  a  crofs  refign  his  breath  ! 
To  bririg,  us  pleafurc,  fhould  feel  pain  > 
To  give  us  life,  he  Jfliould  be  flain  ! 

3  Great  love  !  that  made  Chrift  groan  and  die, 
Yea,  rend  the  heavens  with  his  cry, 

That  loud  cry,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why 
Haft  thou  forfaken  me,  to-day  lv 
-  4  Our  Lamb  hell's  pains  for  us  would  bear  \ 
Let  him  the  crown  for  ever  wear : 
Let  all  who  love  his  worthy  name 
In  fongs  of  triumph  fpread  his  fame. 

5  Inflame  our  hearts,  refine  our  tongues, 

To  praife  with  heav'nly  thoughts  and  fongs  : 

O  let  our  hearts  be  tun'd  with  love,  < 

And  make  us  meet  for  fongs  above. 

6  Deep  in  my  foul  this  truth  ingrain, 
My  glorious  friend  the  Lamb  is  {lain  : 
I'll  wondring  ly>  that  God  fliouid  die 
For  man  that  was  his  enemy. 

7  O  holy  Ghoft,  come  from  above, 
Withdraw  my  heart  from  worldly  love, 
That  I  may  think  of  nought  befide, 
My  God,  my  Saviour  crucify'd.   . 

8  With  Simeon,  I  the  Lamb  embrace, 
And  cry,  "  Lord,  let  me  go  in-peace  ; 
Now  make  me  meet  with  faints  above, 
To  fing  thy  everkfting  love. 

HYMN    LIIL 

Tie  bleffed  Fruits  of  the  curfed  Tree. 

3  IN  mournful  fongs  we  will  record 
The  pangs  and  forrows  of  our  Lord, 
The  tears  and  blood  he  for. us  fpilt, 
."jo  make  atonement  for  our  guilt. 
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My  Jefaf  oo  the  turfed  tree 
Did  bo*  his  dying  head  for  me* 

2  The  dying  paBgs  of  om  deaf  Lord 
The  booout  of  God's  law  reftor'd  ; 
The  death  and  fufPrings  be  emJurM 
Lecrnal  life  for  qj  procur'd. 

Our  gkrieus  Jefu*,  by  hit  love, 
Hath  made  the  curie  a  hi  effing  prove* 

3  We  praife  the  Lamb,  our  deareft  Lord, 
Whofe  ha  ads  and  feet  for  u*  were  bor'd  ; 
It  wu  the  croft ,  that  curfed  tree, 

On  which  the  prince  of  life  did  die  ; 
Accurst  it  waSj  yet  divine  Jove 
H«»th  made  the  curfe  a  bleflmg  prove. 
i  Each  heavy  blow,  and  bloody  ftripe, 
Our  fums  of  debt  quite  out  doth  wipe  ; 
Then  all  our  debt  was  fully  paid, 
When  he  on  Calvary  bow'd  his  head. 
That  tree  of  death  to  us  is  made 
A  tree  of  life  with  pleafant  (hade* 

5  Behold,  ChriitV  blood  his  garments  dy'd> 
When  he  was  brui&M  and  crucify  M  : 

He  dy'd  upon  the  curfed  tree. 
My  precious  foul  from  hell  to  free. 
That  tree  of  death  to  us  is  made 
A  tree  of  life  with  pleafant  (hade. 

6  Chrift  bore  the  curie  for  wretched  men  j 
To  buy  us  heav'n,  our  Lamb  was  {lain ; 
His  wounds  (land  open  to  receive 

All  helplefs  finners  who  believe. 
My  Jefus  on  the  curfed  tree 
Did  bow  his  dying  head  for  me. 

HYMN    LIV. 

Christ's  Blood  coiling  aloud  to  uu 

1  I  HEAR  my  Saviour  cry  aloud, 
O  (inner,  haften  to  ray  blood  j 

Each  drop  of  blood  cries  td  thee,  Come, 
In  my  piere'd  fide  yet  there  is  room. 
Let  finners  come,  and  no  more  doubt; 
For,  "  him  that  comes  I'll  not  caft  out." 

2  My  blood  fhall  ranfom  all  from  wrath, 
Who  trull  and  look  to  me  by  faith; 
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JVfy  righteoufnefs  is  free  to  all* 
"Who  come  to  roe  upon  my  call* 
Xet  finners  come  and  no  more  doubt  > 
IFor  "  him  that  comes  1 11  not  caft  out.'* 
«A  Saviour  you  cannot  find 
Xn  creatures  doings  who  have  finn'd  \ 
Pure  righteoufnefs  you  feek  in  vain 
In  any  but  the  Lamb  that's  flain. 
To  my  wounds  let  the  guilty  fly, 
Tor  love  to  you  brought  me  to  die, 

Of  works  no  more  let  finners  boaft  j 
Your  in  fide  view,  and  cry,  We're  loft  t 

Truft  in  rty  blood,  who  for  you  dy'd  ; 

-Look  to  me  and  be  juftify'd. 

To  my  wounds  let  the  guilty  fly, 

For  love  to  you  brought  me  to  die, 

Bled  Lord,  I  hear  thy  gracious  call, 

And  gladly  at  thy  feet  dor  fall  $ 

The  welcome  offers  of  thy  grace 

My  foul  doth  heartily  embrace  : 

To  Chrift  I  fly,  and  do  confefs,        ,  ^ 

tie  is  "  the  Lord  our  righteoufneis" 

Dear  Lamb,  thy  voice  doth  fweetly  fouod,' 

I  fee  a  fountain  in  each  wound  j 

The  ftreams  which  thence  do  freely  flow, 

Black  fouls  do  wafti  as  white  as  fnow. 

I'll  flicker  take,  in  all  diftrefs, 

Under  my  Saviour's  righteoufaefs. 

HYMN   LV. 

Mourn  for  Sin,  that  pierced  the  Lamb. 

MY  foul,  weep  o'er  thy  fin  and  guilt, 
For  which  thy  Saviour  s  blood  was  fpilt  y 
Mourn  for  thy  pride  and  unbelief, 
For  which  he  dragg'd  was  like  a  thief  j 
He  for  thy  debt  his  heart's  blood  paid  $ 

My  Lamb,  my  Love  is  crucify'd. 
I  fee  the  drops  of  bloody  fweat 
Fall  from  thy  forehead  to  thy  feet : 
Thefe  drops  befmear'd  thy  raiment  all, 
They  move  my  tears  as  they  do  fall  r 
How  heavy  are  my  fins  when  weigh'd 

My  Lamb,  my  Love  is  crucify'd. 
Vol.  IV.  4  B  Upon 
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3  Upcfn  ha*d  hearts  let  fhefe  drops,  light, 
Who  are  not  moved  at  the  fight  ,j . 
Let  hearts  which  terrors  cannot  move 
Now  be  diffolv'd  by  tefeVloye/       ... 
StiO  1  muft  look  on  fin  with  j>ain, 

Since  for  my  fins  die  Lamb'  was  flair* 

4  My  fins  did  fpit  in  Jefu's  fyce\'  '  , 
They  would  the  Prince  of  life  difgtace» 
To  fhame  they  fought  him  to  egpotic,  .* 
They  oail'd  him  naked  to  the  croft  $ 
And  bleeding,  lift  up  on  the  tree, 

Long  hnng  the  Man  that  <ly*d  for  me. 

5  My  fins  thee  gri'ev'd  and  ftabbM  thy  heart/ 
They  wounded  thee  in  ev'ry  part  • 

By  fin  thy  bleffed  fi>(h  was  torn, 
I  view  thee  whom  I  pierced,  and  mourn  i 
Thy  bleeding  bddly,  pierc'd  and  tore. 
I  kifs,  and  blifi,  and  thee  ajiore. 

6  Our  griefs  and  burdens,  guilt  and  (hame9 
Were  all  laid  on  the  fpotlefs  Lamb  :'   . 
Had  he  refus'd  them,  I  had  been 
Quite  fhnk  and  loft  in  guilt  and  fin  5 
But  juftice  now  is  fatisfy*d, 

My  Lamb,  my  Love  is  crucify 'd. 

HYMN   LVI. 
The  foul  bemoaning  its.  Cafe  to  Gom 

1  TO  God  complaints  and  tears  I  fend  $ 
When  (hall  my  fins  and  groanings  end  ? 
By  unbelief  I  faint  and  fall, 

Yet  falling  I  for  pity  call : 

I'm  weaker  than  a  bruifed  reed,  # 

Always  from  Chrift  I  ftrength  do  need. 

2  I  nothing  have  me  to  commend, 
My  ftony  heart  I  cannot  rend  j 
By  nature  I  have  nothing  good  : 
Thou  few'ft  me  in  my  filth  and  blood  $ 
Yet  then,  in  love,  thou  bidft  me  live, 
And  for  my  foul  a  ranfom  gave. 

3  I'm  dull  when  thee  I  come  before, 
I'm  lifelefs  when  I  (hould  adore  : 
From  clogs  of  fin  my  foul  fet  free  ; 
Lord,  rouze  my  foul  to  worihip  thee, 
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My  drouzy  frame  I  do  abhor  $ 
-Awake  me,  that  I  fleep  no  more. 
-A  feeble  helplefs  creature  I 
JDo  at  thy  pleafure  live  or  die : 
€Z)  lift  the  rod,  thy  wrath  remove, 
2VI y  heart  fubdue  to  thee  by  love  $ 
-My  fins  forgive,  and  to  me  turn  : 
Spare  me,  for  fin  to  weep  and  mourn* 
Xord,  rule  my  heart,  and  in  me  live, 
-And  let  no  darling  luft  furvive  : 
O  bring  my  wand'rings  to  an  end, 
*That  fo  my  thoughts  may  upward  tend* 
Thy  feeble  dull  with  pity  fee ; 
It  mints  and  creeps  to  win  to  thee. 

O  Father  of  my  dying  Lord, 

Fulfil  to  me  his  gracious  word  ; 

Thy  Spirit  grant,  for  whic^  he  pray'd  ; 

His  influences  on  me  (hed. 

Nothing  but  fin  I  thee  can  give $ 

But  quicken  me,  and  I  (hall  live. 

HYMN    LVII. 

Give  Thanks  for  Redeeming  Love: 

C    FATHER,  thy  love  fhines  in  thy  Son  j 
Thou  gav'ft  him,  tho'  thou  had'ft  but  one, 
To  ranfom  a  rebellious  race,  : 

And  us  tranflate  from  fin  to  grace. 
O,  for  his  fake,  our  fins  remove, 
And  we'll  exalt  redeeming  love. 

2  Dear  Jefus  bore  the  fins  of  men  j 

Th'  immortal  God,  the  Lamb  was  (lain. 
Eternal  ble flings  on  the  Lamb, 
Let  angels  trumpet  out  his  fame  ; 
With  angels  bright,  and  faints  above, 
We'll  join,  and  fing  his  dying  love. 

3  We  thee  adore,  O  Chrift  the  Son, 
Who  with  thy  Father  dear  art  One, 
And  One  the  Holy  Ghoft  with  thee, 
The  One  Eternal  God  in  Three  : 

O  make  us  meet  with  faints  above 
To  magnify  redeeming  love. 

4  Thou  faw'ft  that  all  our  pow'r  was  gone, 
And  to  redeem  us  there  was  none  : 

4  B  2  If 
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And  on  his  facrifice  rely. 

For  us  Chrifl  lives  to  intercede, 

For  us  be  doth  this  moment  plead  : 

"  Forgive  their  thoughts  and  actions  too  j 

"  Father,  they  know  not  what  they  do.'1  ' 

Lord,  fince  our  Surety  paid  the  debt, 

Our  fouls  from  wrath  at  freedom  fet. 

HYMN    LVIII. 

Christ's  Incarnation  wonderful, 

JESUS,  immortal  Son  of  God, 

Thou  chofe  with  mortals  thy  abode, 

A  virgin's  womb  thou  didft  not  fcorn  ; 

Angels  are  (truck  to  fee  thee  born  5 

Thee,  who  the  earth's  foundation  laid, 

A  little  fucking  infant  made. 

Him  whom  the  heav'ns  cannot  contain, 

Behold  a  woman's  knees  fuftain. 

Great  God,  all  praife  we  offer  thee, 

That  thou  vouchfaf 'ft  a  man  to  be, 

To  favc  loft  men  from  wrath  and  fin, 

That  we  might  heaven  enter  in. 

Let  all  admire  that  divine  love, 

Which  brought  thee  from  thy  throne  above, 

Our  flefh  and  frailties  to  a  flu  me, 
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$  Us  lie  did  love  when  enemies  } 

To  fave  us,  on  the  crofs  he  dies* 

^Tisjimjh'd,  with  loud  voice  he  cryM 

"  You're  fafe,  my  friends^  for  all  is  paid  \ 

lt  And,  as  my  blood  doth  now  atone, 

"  It  goes  to  plead  before  the  throne." 
(5  No  angel's  tongue  can  ever  tell 

The  glory  of  Jramanuel 

O,  for  his  fake,  my  fins  forgive, 

And  let  repenting  tinners  live  ; 

Forme  accept  Chrifts  right  eoufnefs, 

And  with  more  grace  me  daily  blefs. 

IJYMN    LIX. 

Chmst  is  our  Treasure  and  B/iss9 

2  I'LL  not  feek  my  treafure  here 

In  this  dry  barren  land  ? 
.    Shadows  only  here  appear, 
And  cares  on  ev'ry  hand  : 
I  would  mount  above  to  tafle 
The  fealt  thou  gives  to  faints  fo  free* 
Lord,  come  down  to  me  with  bq/2e7 
Or  take  me  up  to  thee, 

2  Jefus  purchased  all  my  blifc, 

On  him  my  hopes  depend, 
He  himfelf  my  treafure  is  j 

Lord,  keep  me  to  the  end, 
Jefus  purchas'd  me  a  feaft, 
When  he  dy'd  on  the  curfed  tree. 
Lord)  come  down  to  me  with  bqftef 

Or  take  me  up  to  tbee. 

3  Hide  me  in  thy  blefied  wounds, 

And  cleanfe  me  in  thy  blood  $ 
Glory  to  thy  name  redounds 

When  thou  dofl  tinners  good  : 
Let  me  have  thee  for  my  gueft, 
Be  not  a  ftranger  unto  me. 

Lord,  come  down  to  me  with  hq/le, 

Or  jakt  me  up  to  tbee. 

4  Well  thouxknow'lt  my  fin  and  fliame  j 

Forgive  me,  and  fpeak  peace  : 
Jefus,  caiife  me  know  thy  name, 
Shew  me  thy  fmiling  face  : 

Lord 
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Lord,  thy  mercy  Hill  doth  lad ; 
For  good  a  token  let  me  fee. 

Lordy  come  down  to  me  with  hqfle. 
Or  take  me  up  to  thee* 
5  Now  by  faith  the  Lamb  we  fee 
With  pleafure  and  delight ; 
Much  increased  our  joy  will  be 

When  faith  is  turn'd  to  fight : 
I  defire  with  Chrift  to  reft, 
Where  I  his  face  may  clearly  fee. 
Lord,  come  down  to  me  with  bajfe, 
Or  take  me  up  to  thee, 

HYMN     LX. 

Christ  interpofing  for  fatten  Man. 

1  OF  (hadows  men  dream 
But  we  will  proclaim 

The  Lamb's  death  and  concjuefts,  and  found  forth  his  name. 

He  faw  when  we  fell, 

Our  face  was  to  hell  \ 
Our  Lamb  interpofed  for  men  that  rebel. 

2  Soon  did  he  begin 
For  us  to  ftep  in  : 

"  O  Father,  forgive  them,  they  know  not  their  fin. 

"  Them  do  not  confume, 

"  For  I  the  Lamb  come 
"  To  fatisfy  juftice  in  guilty  men's  room." 

3  He  was  not  deny'd, 
The  Father  comply'd  : 

Our  guilt  he  laid  on  him,  and  for  it  he  dy'd. 

He's  naiTd  to  the  tree, 

Us  captives  to  free 
From  fin  and  hell  prifon,  with  God's  enemie. 

4  Our  Lamb  we'll  adore, 
Though  devils  do  roar, 

Envy  us,  purfue  us,  and  tempt  us  fo  fore 

They  rage  all  in  vain 

Eut  cannot  detain 
One  foul  as  a  captive,  for  whom  the  Lamb's  (lain, 

5  His  lambs  Chrift  doth  mind, 
To  weak  ones  he's  kind  } 

He'll  not  dwell  in  heaven,  and  leave  one  behind  ; 
For  me  he  makes  room 

And 
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And  then  he  will  come. 
Me  fafely  to  carry  to  my  bleffed  home* 

6  Griev'd  foul,  keep  his  road, 
Pore  not  on  fins  load, 

Inftead  of  thy  Saviour,  all  coverM  with  blood. 

Chrift  faith,  Look  on  me 

(For  eafe)  on  the  tree  j 
Look  flraight  to  thy  furety,  and  thou  fhalt  be  free* 

7  When  I'm  with  fin  preft, 
And  fears  are  increaft, 

I'll  look  up  to  Jefus,  who  gives  finners  reft. 

I  will  look  to  thee, 

Dear  Lord,  on  the  tree  j 
Yea,  fing  of  thy  bowels,  and  bleeding  for  me. 

HYMN   LXL 

A  Song  of  praife,  and  Addrefs  to  the  BleJJed 
Trinity. 

1  TO  God  Almighty,  One  in  Three, 
Eternal  praife  be  giv'n  j 
Who  us  from  hell,  thro'  Chrift,  fet  free, 
To  reign  with  him  in  heav'n. 
Hallelujah.  Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah,  A  men.  .    ."   * 

2,  Unto  the  Father,  and  the  Son, 

And  Spirit  ever  bleft,  .  t  -  i 

The  undivided  Trinity, 
fie  praifes  ftill  addreft. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

3  Father,  thou  gav'ft  great  proof  of  love, 

To  men  by  fin  undone, 
When  for  our  ranfom  thou  fent  down 

Thy  dear  and  only  Son.  ,  • 

Hallelujah,  &c. 

4  When  we  were  finking  to  the  pit, 

How  did  thy  bowels  move  ! 
To  fave  us,  thou  wouldfl  have  him  die  : 
Great  proof  that  God  is  love  ! 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

5  The  dear  Son's  love  let  all  men  praife, 

Who  from  the  Father  came 
At  time  appointed,  for  to  be 
Our  facrificed  Lamb. 
Hallelujah,  &c.  Father 


With  all  our  mind  and  powV. 
Hallelujah  %  &c. 
8  Let  faints  and  angels  join  in  (mej 
That  great  love  to  proclaim 
Of  him  that  (its  upon  the  throne, 
And  of  the  worthy  Lamb. 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah,  Amew. 

hymn  Lxrr. 

Christ's  Beauty  and  Love/itieffi 

i  SINCE  I. beheld  thy  wondrous  lore 
Difplay'd  Upon  the  crofs, 
The  world  and  all  things  here  below 
X)o  look  like  dung  and  drofs. 

2  The  Fairtft  often  thou/and,  I 

Will  make  my  pieafing  theme  J 
Til  fing  his  love  and  con  ft  an  cy, 
His  beauty  and  his  name. 

3  There's  nothing  founds  fo  fweet  to  me 

As  Chrift's  Name,  Blood,  and  Crofs : 
Be  fides  the  merits  of  his  death, 
All  things  I  count  for  lofs. 

4  Since  Jefus  for  our  fins  would  diej 

Who  would  not  love  the  Lamb  ? 
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Who  can  thy  wofth  and  love  declare  ? 

Thy  pity  knows  no  bounds  * 
The  vilefl  men  thou  calTft  to.  flee 

Into  thy  open  wounds, 
I  then  accept  thine  offer  free 

To  fave  my  foul  from  hell : 
Since  winds  and  feas  thy  wQrd  ol?ey, 

Should  hearts  of  men  rebel ! 

HYMN    LXIII. 

Thanhs  to  Christ  for  bis  Lovs  and  Sufferings, 

LET  us  together  meet  and  praife 
The  flaughterM  Lamb  of  God, 
And  with  joint  hearts  £ng  forth  his  grace, 
His  Name,  his  Love,  and  Blood* 

Hallelujah,  Hallelujah,  * 

Hallelujah,  jtimen. 
Into  this  wildernefs  he  came 
For  three  and  thirty  years, 
To  feek  his  poor,  loft,  itraying  fheep. 
With  many  pray'rs  and  tears. 
Hallelujah ,  &c 
The  moil  defpH'd  he  wtfuld  not  lofe, 

But  after  them  he  fought ; 
He  ftopt  not  till  he  found  them  ail, 
And  with  a  price  them  bought. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
The  price  was  great ;  his  blood  divine 

For  them  mud  all  be  died : 
In  love,  to  fave  from  hell  and  fin, 
Chrift's  veins  moil  freely  bled. 
Hallelujah,  &c.  ' 

O  blefs  the  Limb  who  gave  himfelf 

For  Adam's  finking  crew, 
To  purchafe  pur  redemption,,- 
When  hell-fire  was  our  due. 
Hallelujah,  &c* 
I  He  took  our  guilt  and  curfes  due, 
Our  freedom  to  obtain  : 
He  lov'd  our  fouls ;  and,  them  to  fave, 
The  Prince  of  life  was  flain. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
Vol.  IV.  4  C  7  To 
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Hallelujah^  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah^  Amen. 

HYMN    LXIV. 
Z*/  Christ's  Kingdom  come* 

THE  coming  of  thy  kingdom,  Lord, 

Is  our  heart's  great  delight : 
The  thrones  and  kingdoms  of  thy  foes 

Them  conquer  in  thy  might. 
Caufe  many  glory  in  the  Lord, 

And  in  his  dreaming  blood  ; 
For  nothing  can  men  mens  hearts  fubdue 

But  that  o'erflowing  flood. 
The  well  which  from  thy  fide  doth  fpring 

Keep  open  to  us  (till, 
That  we  and  ev'ry  thirfty  foul 

May  come  and  drink  our  fill. 
O  let  the  number  be,  increas'd 

Of  them  thy  wounds  that  knowy 
And  feel  the  virtue  of  that  blood 

Which  from  the  fame  did  flow. 
Teach  i*en  to  come  to  God  by  thee, 

Caufe  them  from  floth  arife  \ 
Shew  them  thy  death  is'unto  God 

A  pleafing  facrifice. 
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8  Thy  Spirit  grant,  for  which  he  pray'd  ; 
Convictions  make  like  darts. 
O  Father,  glorify  thy  Son, 
And  melt  ten  thoufand  hearts. 

HYMN    LXV. 

the  convinced  Soul  coming  to  Christ. 

1  I  AM  now  fenfible  of  guilt  5 
Lord  hear  the  leper's  pray'r  : 
O  Jefus,  Mafter,  if  thou  wilt,  ... 

Thou  canft  me  cleanfe  and  fpare. 
3  Where  can  a  burden'd  conference  gO 
But  unto  Jtfu's  blood  > 
What  can  wafh  our  deep  (tains  of  guilt, 
.    But  this  foul-cleanfing  flood  ? 

3  When  I  am  made  to  fee  ray  guilt, 

Hide  not  this  blood  from  me : 
If  this  (flief  mould  be  conceal'd, 
I'll  fink  in  mifery. 

4  Such  hiding  lure  comes  not  of  thee  3 

'Tis  I  who  am  to  blame  :  s 

My  heart  proves  falfe,  it  (huts  thee  out  -? 
I  unbelieving  am. 

5  Oh,  juftly  vile  unthankful  I 

May  be  (hut  out  by, thee  j 
But,  Father,  look  on  Jefu's  wounds, 
And  hear  them  plead  for  me. 

6  Altho'  my  (ins  have  fwell'd  up  high, 

And  do  for  vengeance  call, 
ChrirVs  blood,  like  to  a  mighty  fea, 
Can  quickly  drown  them  ail. 

7  Thou,  Son  of  David,,  hear  my  cry, 

Let  me  receive  my  fight : 
Stand  dill  and  call  me  :  pafs  not  by,. 
My  darknefs  turn  to  light. 

8  Come,  fay  unto  my  grieved  foul, 

Now  fore  oppreft  with  fear, 
Your  fins  are  freely  pardoned  ; 
Fear  not,  be  of  good  cheer. 

4  C 2  HYMN 


HYMN  LXVL 

Stnfibit  Somli  crying  to  GOD,  4*d ptttfaf 
CgLti-r's  BUad* 


LAME  fouls  bete  at  BetbttbVs  pool 

Wait  lill  the  waters  move  : 
Lord,  ftir  the  pool,  and  help  us  in  -7 

Our  cure  conies  from  above* 
3  Chrift'i  blood,  which  mighty  changes  worts, 

Can  all  our  plagues  remove  ; 
Let  this  blood  ftream  into  our  hearts, 

Them  foften  by  thy  love* 

3  Thy  blood's  my  balm,  my  help,  my  nope ) 

To  it  with  guilt  I  rice ; 
When  fin  me  fringe  I  mourn,  f  run 
To  plunge  me  in  this  fea* 

4  When  I  as  dead  In  fin  do  Ij, 

Lord,  batten  to  mj  grave  : 
Raife  me,  like  Laz'rus,  with  fay  cry  j 
From  fp 'ritual  death  me  fave. 

5  When  my  heart's  barren,  hard  or  cold, 

With  heav'nly  rain  me  blefs  : 
Rife,  fliioe  on  me  with  warming  beams. 
Thou  Sun  of  righteoufnefs. 

6  When  fin  and  fatan  me  delude, 

And  make  me  go  affray, 
Lead  my  by  faith  to  Jefa's  clefts, 
So  I'll  regain  my  way. 

7  Make  me  repent,  in  Chrift  beKeve, 

My  carnal  heart  renew  : 
Thus  make  me  meet  for  heav'n  above, 
Where  faints  thy  face  do  wiew. 

8  In  me  exert  thy  fov'reign  grace, 

And  conquer  all  my  pow'rs  ; 
Let  Chrift  V  blood  draw  my  heart  to  him, 
And  make  it  foft  like  fhow'rs 

9  Jefus,  I  aik,  I  feek,  and  knock,7 

As  th'^u  doft  me  command  ; 
Now  let  me  find  $  make  good  thy  word, 
For  this  1  waiting  ftand. 

HYJ 
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HYMN    LXVIL 

Ihe  Holy  Spirit  makes  the  Gofpelfeaft. 

1  COME,  noly  Spirit,  from  above, 

Any  on  my  garden  blow  \ 
Come  with  the  north  and  \\itfoUtb  winds 

And  make  the  Jpices  flow  j  . 

2  That  to  his  garden  Chrift  may  come, 

His  p/ea/ant  fruits  to  eat  1 

And  let  my  foul  be  honoured 

To  fit  with  him  at  meat. 

3  Ah  !  now  our  love  is  waxed  cold, 

ChrifVs  table  is  defpis'd  ; 
To  vice  and  floth  mens  fouls  are  fold, 
Our  ilain  Lamb  is  not  priz'd. 

4  Caufe  heaven's  dews  drop  from  above, 

To  foftcn  hearts  of  ftone  \ 
Caufe  men  to  grieve  for  flighting  Chrift, 
And  all  their  fins  bemoan, 

5  Lord,  fend  a  fpark  of  heav'nly  fire, 

Our  coldnefs  to  remove  ; 
To  feek  thy  face  with  ftrong  defire, 
Inflame  our  hearts  with  love. 

6  O  let  thy  Spirit  fhew  to  us 

The  Lamb  was  for  us  flain  *,  ^ 

Thus  warm  our  hearts,  and  thfo'  thy  grace, 

We'll  not  lodge  fin  again. 
*}   And,  when  thou  mak'fl  our  hearts  to  burn, 

Preferve  this  loving  frame  ; 
Send  new  fupplies  flill  from  above, 

To  keep  aiive  the  flame. 
■8  Thy  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  dear  Lord, 

Continually  we  need ; 
O  for  our  daily  food  us  teach 

By  faith  on  thee  to  feed. 
9   Give  new  degrees  of  faith  and  love, 

Send  more  flill  from  above  5 
Give  more  and  more,  till  we  perceive 

To  us  thy  fpecial  love. 

HYMN  LXVIII. 

A  GofpeUwalk  after  a  Gofpel-feaQ. 

I    ALL  glory  to  the  Lamb  our  Gpd, 

In  whom  we  have  believ'd  ;  The 
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Thv  fymhoh  ol  hi*  bed/broke 

From  him  we  have  receivM, 
3  Great  Kin^,  rule  o'er  our  conquerM  heart** 
One  faculties  poiTeis  j 
"VVhate'ei  in  them  mints  to  rebel, 
That  qtiick.lv,  Louh  fuppreft, 

3  He A\}  me  to  hate  fin,  and  it  count 

The  author  of  ray  woe* 
And  war  agiunft  it  to  declare, 
A*  Cbrift*  [«"fi  deadly  foe* 

4  Let  bleed  lag  love  me  influence. 

Cod,  who  is  lovet  to  ferve, 

And  tonflantly  his  holy  taws 

To  love  arid  ihcm  cblcrve* 

5  The  narrow  way  God  did  command; 

He  walkM  himfctf  therein  ; 
O  give  me  giace  to  follow  him. 
Abhorring  ev'ry  Tan* 

6  Th£  fove  of  thrift  my  heart  €&nft rains 

To  love  hi  5  mem  hen  too, 
Arid  ail  that  unto  him  pertain, 
Be  they  defpis'd  or  Few* 
J   Since  for  his  flock,  where'er  they  dwell, 
Chrift  his  heart's  blood  did  fhed, 
I'll  fellowfliip  ftill  hold  with  all 
Who  hold  it  with  the  Head. 

8  In  harmony  with  them  I'll  join 

Our  Jefu's  name  to  raife, 
And  call  the  angels  to  our  help, 
Redeeming  love  to  praife. 

9  Some  lively  fouls  in  heav'ns  road 

Go  forward  cheerfully  j 
And  fhall  we  in  thy  ways  but  creep, 

Whilft  bther  Chriflians  fly  > 
jo  Kill  fin  in  us,  and  quite  fubdue 

All  that  againft  thee  ftrives  : 
Write  Holiness  unto  the  Lord 

On  all  our  hearts  and  lives. 

HYMN    LXIX. 

Addrefs  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1  COME,  heav'nly  Dove,  and  be  my  guide 

Quite  thro'  the  wildernefs :  CI 
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Chrift  is  my  way,  with  holinefs, 
In  this  me  lead  to  blifs. 

2  Do  thou  poflefs  my  yielding  heart  ' 

With  true  faith,  hope  and  love  5 
Renew  my  foul,  and  make  me  long  -  ; 

To  dwell  with  God  above. 

3  Me  perfect  make  in  holinefs, 

That  I  may  be  found  meet 
In  heav'n  to  live  with  Chrift  and  faints, 
Where  praifing  work  is  fweet, 

4  Moft  holy  Sp'rit,  1  do  commit, 

To  thee  my  heart  and  frame  :  '         •       , 

Thy  workmanftiip  in  me  maintain, 
For  honour  of  thy  name. 

5  In  me  pull  down  all  pow'r  of  fin, 

And  with  me  make  abode, 
And  purify  my  heart  within, 
A  temple  meet  for  God. 

6  Come  dwell,  and  witnefs  in  my  heart 

That  i'ma  child  of  God  j 
This  would  me  feaft,  and  make  me  fing 

Thro'  all  the  heav'nly  road. 
5  Thy  Spirit^  Lord,  take  not  from  us, 

Leit  from  thy  paths  we  Aide, 
And  all  our  prous  purpofes 

quite  drop  and  lay  afide. 
8  But  Chrift,  who  dy'd,  is  now  alive, 

And  lives  for  us  to  plead  : 
And  hence  we  trufl  his  Spirit  will  flay, 

To  help  us  in  our  need. 

HYMNLXX. 

A  Penitent  returning  Backslider. 

Z   ONCE  I  my  Saviour  did  enjoy, 
Sweet  was.  his  love  to  me  : 
I  liv'd  and  much  convers'd  with  him, 
Then  well  did  we  agree. 

2  While  Chrift  I  lov'd,  his  love  I  knew  j 

But,  when  my  love  wax'd  dry, 
The  clouds  turn  d  thick,*  and  my  heart  hard, 
And  formal  was  my  cry. 

3  Alas !   I  have  God's  -Spirit  griev'd, 

And  causM  him  to  withdraw  :  No, 
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No  wonder  clouds  thy  facm  do  bide, 

When  I  forget  thy  law. 
4  When  thy  good  Spirit  i*  withdrawn^ 

1  ly  before  the  Lard,  > 

Much  tike  a  lump  of  lifelefs  clay  ; 

Lord*  fend  a  quick1  rung  word> 
c  O  that  it  were  with  me  again 

As  it  was  in  months  pail  I 
Thv  Spirit  I  would  BO  more  grieve 

Nor  thy  fweet  favours  watte. 

6  Oh  I   Tro  unworthy  of  ft  fmile, 

I  Lluth  with  thee  to  meet  : 
If  1  mayn't  fee  my  Saviour1*  face, 
l'Jl  kifs  his  pierced  feet. 

7  Backsliding  fouls  tbou  bid'ii  return, 

That  them  thou  mayeft  heal : 
With  tears  let  me  return  to  thee, 
Whole  word  doth  never  faiL 
&  In  mercy  turn  thy  face  to  me, 
And  all  my  clouds  difpel  : 
Thy  controverfy  plead  no  more  j 
Thy  anger  is  like  hell. 
cj  My  evidences,  Lord,  clear  up  j 
Let  iin  them  blot  no  more  : 
Reftore  my  fellowfhip  with  thee, 
A*  I  have  had  before. 


HYMN    LXXL 

View  the  Sufferings  of  Christ  crucified* 

i  BEHOLD,  the  Lamb  (lands  dumb  before 
His  raging  murderers  j 
And  while  they  nail  and  pierce  him  thro,' 
Mofl  patiently  he  bears. 
2,  When  from  each  pore  his  blood  did  fpring, 
What  pangs  felt  he  within  ! 
Great  was  the  load  of  wrath  divine, 
That  bruis'd  him  for  our  fin. 

3  On  Calv'ry  hill  he  naked  hung, 

PiercM  thro*  till  he  was  dead  : 
Thus  both  to  men  and  angels  he 
A  fpectacle  was  made. 

4  View  on  the  crofs  our  fufPring  Lord, 

With  wounded  1iead  and  hands, 
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With  pierced  fide,  and  bleeding  heart  >    '  •- 
All  red  with  blood  he  (lands.  •    • 

5  4C  Behold,  faith  he,  my  agoniet 

"  I  fuffer'd  for  your,  guilt ; 
"  What  crimfon  ft*ean*  run  from  my  wottotb  I 
"  For  you  this  blood  was  fpilt.  ;  ., 

6  ?  Your  fins  me  griev  d;  and  ftabb'd  my  heart  f 

"  They  piercM  my  hands  and  feet  j 
"  All  this  I  filently  endur'd; 

lt  For  heav'n  to  make  you  meet.1' 
Jr  Can  I,  unmov'd,  Chrift a  groanings  hear, 

Like  to  an  harden'd  Jew  ?  4  •  ' 

Can  1,  without  a  figfo  dr  tear,  •  :  <•  ■  ". '  '  '-i 

This  mournful  fcene  review  ?      .  .     "      ..,  !  • 
3  Forbid  it,  Lord  !  Ill  bear  a  part 

When  I  thine  anguifh  fee  J  . ':':: :  . : .   v.     x 

I  feel,  when  I  behold  thee  piere'd, 
And  nailed  to  the  tree!    ' 
9  Lord,  my  heart  breaks  j  now  thee  I  fee, 
Whom  I  have  piere'd,  and  mourn ;      f> 
Alas !  my  Gps  drove  in  the  nails 
By  which  thy  fleflh  was  torn. 

HYMN -LXXII. 

Zh&ist's  Woilncts  and  Blood  tte  Support  of  burden* d  Souls* 

:   J.;  V  '  

t  IN  all  my  4iniious  doubts  and  fears  '  '    •'"* 

I  flee  to  Jeiii's  wounds:  l 

His  blood  calls  penitents  to  hope,  "•■■:•"' 

To  mourners  peace  it  founds. 
J  Chrift's  arms  Outftretch'd  are  to  embrace 

Returning  prodigals  $:  •  ■  •  '../■' 

Thy  blood  doth  gum  out*  for  to  wafh 

Them  from  their,  fouleft  falls;  .    .-..'. 

;  To  word  of  men  oft  virtue  flows  '«.■■.-  T 

From  thy  wide  bleeding  wounds  ;  i,.,/ 

Thoumak'ft  thy  grace  oft  mod  abound 

Where  wickednefs  abounds* 
Lord,  where  (ball  1  my  anchor  caft> 

But  on  the  rock  alone, 
Chrift  crucify'd  immoveable; 

The  fure  foundation-ftone  >  »..* 
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c  Tho'  earths  foundation  be  rtTTiov'd, 
On  feiro  my  foul  relies  5 
In  bim  my  Father  is  well  pleas'd, 
ChrifTs  blood  him  fatiiHes. 

6  Thy  gofpei  tells  what  thy  blood  works  \ 

From  terror  it  relieve: 
Its  virtue  many  thf*ufandi  know, 
It  fare*  whoe'er  believes. 

7  0  bleeding  Lamb,  with  pity  view 

Thefe  fears  which  me  moleft  j 
Let  thy  blood  walh  out  c  rim  ion  fins, 
In  thv  wounds  give  me  reft. 

8  When  I'm  diihdt,  here  will  I  reft 

My  heavy  laden  foul : 
O  hear  my  grnnus,  and  bear  my  loads* 
My  fin-fick  foul  make  whole* 

HYMN  LXXIIL 
ChristJs  Free  Grticef  £sv£t  and  PjVv,  to  men* 

1  OUR  worthy  flaughter'd  Lamb  thou  art, 

Our  great  High  Frieft  indeed  j 
Moft  freely  on  mount  Caltary 
Thou  didft  for  mankind  bleed. 

2  *Thy  wounds  thou  mak*ft  «u*  hiding-place,    ,.    ; 

And  Hill  thou  art  our  friend  ; 
When  wrath  purfu'd,  thou  fhe#fc  thy  fefatdv/n 
Thatfo  wc  might  be  fkreen'd*       ,\i»      <«  •-' 

3  For  vilcft  men,  and  blackefl:  hearts, 

Thy  wounds  did  freely  bleed;  > 
For  well  thoa  knovt'ft  that  of  thy  blood  ■     -  1 
Such  fouls  (land  moft  in  need.    .  - 

4  In  thee  faint  hearts  do  fisil  fopporty   - 

And  troubled  minds  get  peace  1        .    . 
From  thee  poor  hungry  fouls  get  food;     ;  ,  ;  ; 
And  wounded  fpirits  eafe. 

5  The  bruifed  reed  ttou  never  breaks, 

But  blow  it  to  a  flame^  > 
Thou  wilt  not  quench  the  finoking  flat, 
But  ftrengthen  doft  the  fame. 

6  Had'ft  thou  left  faints,  Aire  they  bad  fiay'd 

With  men  on  earth  that  dwell  ;  ^    v  « 

Thy  free  grace  them  dHlinguifhed, 
Or  they  had  dwelt  in  hell.  * 
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7  To  thy  free  love  I  flee,  O  Lamb, 

Tor  fcarlet  tinners  {lain, 
To  free  me  of  my  loads  of  guilt, 
And  eafe  me  of  my  pain* 

8  Thou  fay 'ft,  believe,  and  on  me  *eftf 

And  you  (hall  find  relief : 
Thy  promife  fweet  I  would  believe  \ 
Lord,  help  my  unbelief.     •■ 

9  On  thy  blood  only  I  rely, 

As  doth  thy  gofpel  call : 
The  great  atonement  I  receive, 
"Which  faves  believers  all. 

HYMN    LXXIV. 

The  Angels  Sottas 

j  HOW  fweetly  did  the  angels  fing 
At  Chrift's  nativity  1 
Let  Adam's  race  take  up  their  hymn. 
And  praife  God  chearfully. 
Hallelujah*  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah,  Amen, 'v 
I  All  glory  he  to  God  on  high,, 
And  peace  be  on  the  earth  ?  * 
Henceforth  good-aoi/1  from  beay'n  to  menr 
Becaufe  of  Jefu's  birth. 
Hallelujah,  &c 
;   We  more  than  angels  ought  to  praife  : 
For,  tho'  they  fee  God's  face, 
With  ranfom'd  men  they  have  no  fhare 
In  God's  redeeming  grace. 
Hallelujah,  &c.  • 
\.  Hofanna  to  king  David's  Son, 
And  to  king  David**  Lord, 
Our  dear  God-man,  out  glorious  Pricfr, 
Who  heaven  to  us  reftor'd. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 
I*et  men  and  angels  praife  the  Lamb., 

Ev'n  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  j 
let  men  his  ftripes  and  wounds  for  them  ' 
With  thankful  hearts  record. 
Hallelujah,  &c%-  *     :  ";"\\  ' 


Doth  find  us  room  with  faints  to  fing, 
Ard  ever  pi^ife   his  blood- 

8  We  fee  thee  now  at  God*s  right  band 
Lord,  draw  us  up  to  thee, 
To  triumph  ever  in  thy  love, 
And  fill  thy  glory  fee« 

BH&lhlujak  Hottelujah, 


HYMN    LXXV* 
Address  to  the  Father. 


%  O  HEAVENLY  Father,  we  thee  blab, 
Who  gave  the  Lamb  to  men : 
The  Lamb  we  blefs,  who  did  fubmft 
To  be  for  Tinners  (lain. 
3  Thou  pity'd  vyorms,  and  them  did.fpare,     c 
Yet  fpared  not  thy  Son,  .  ' 

But  him  did  wouud  and  bruife  to  death, 

For  our  fids  to;  atone/.  .,....» 

3  Father  of  mercies,  thro',  Chrift's  death, 

Thou  pardon'ft  enemies, 
And  fend'ft  thy  Spirit  to  their  fouls  .*:..,■ 
With  faith  and  rich  fupplies. 

4  Forgive  them,  Father,  Chrift  once  cry ^d, 

Ibey  know  not  what  they  do : 
Forgive  us,  Father^  we  now  c$y$ 
ChrifTs  blood  cries  for  us  too*     ,> 
e,  0' Father,  thou  doft  men  purfue 

With  offers  of  thy  grace  j  .   t^  ' 

And,  when  refus'd,  thou  oft  repeats     > 

Thy  gofpei  terms  of, pe^cje.  „ ...:  > ;  «  > 

9  With  many  motives  thou  haft  try'4  ■-,...,  <  ; 
Our  backward  hearts  to  win  ;-,?,. 
Thy  Sp'rit  with  patience  ftriyes  to  fave 
Men  from  the  pow'r  of  iinf 
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7  Of  thy  forbearance  and  free  grace 

A  monument  I  am  5  ,  r 

And  ftill  thou  call'ft  me  to  embrace 

Thy  facrificed  Lamb.  cr 

8  Great  love  !  that  I  who  fpurn'd  thy  grace ! 

Thy  pow'r  and  wrath  defy'd,  ' 

Should  mercy  haye  proclaimed  to  me, 
Thro'  thy  Son  crucify'd. 

9  O  let  not  men  abufe  thy  grace, 

To  (in  becaufe  thou'rt  good  ; 
Fill  all  our  hearts  witk  grief  and  fhame 
That  we  thy  grace  with  flood. 

*  ■ 

N.  B.  The  seven  following  hymns  are,  composed  mainly  for 
~yottng  persons,  >  , ' . 

HYMN     LXXVL 

A  Song  fir  Young  Ones* 

I  AWAKE,  ye  little  ones,  and  fing  ''   ,  v  ■  - 

The  honours  of  the  Lamb  ; 
Let  every  child  prepare  a  fong  .    "    w 

To  God  our  SaviourV  name, 
%  Our  glorious  Redeemer  is 

Moft  worthy  tQ  recferYe  .    / 

Our  thanks  and  pratft  continually, 
Yea,  more  than  we  can  give< 

3  May  his  great  love  fink  in  our  hearts, 

And  evermore  abide  \  ■  ;. 
Since  for  us  children,  Qnoers  vile, 
The  great  Immanuel  dy'd. 

4  How  hot  and  flaming  was  his  love, 

That  made  him  interpofe 
His  naked  breaft,  to  take  the  ilroke 
For  us  who  were  his  foes  ! 

5  May  our  hearts  burn  with  love  to  him 

Thro*  all  eternity  5 
Since  out  of  burning  love  to  us, 

Chrift  on  the  crofs  did  die.  * 

6  We  blefs  the  Lord,  w^o  bath  to  babes 

This  glorious  truth:  re vial'd, 
Salvation  thro'*  Chrift  crucify' W> 

From  wifer  minds  conccal'd.       ,.  .  * 

, ..    .  %  From 
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y  From  many  is  this  treafoae  hid  y 
But  thou  haft  led  our  eyes     ,    . 
Utfo  the  plea&nt  gofpel  field. 
Where  tins  blef^  treafure  lief* 
%  f  By  faith  and  meditation  •    • 

Here  will  we  walk  and  dig*  .. 
Till  we  make  rich,  and  noSer  bo  put 
From  creaturei  more  to  beg. : 

.'■■"'    i- 

HYMN  LXXVII. 

A  Song  fir  Children, 

j  A  LITTLE  child,  Q  Lord,  I  am  j 
I  ftrength  and  wififom  want : 
I  come  to  thee,  who  canft  them  both. 
In  little  children  plant. 
%  A  willing  child  that  comes  to  thee, l 
Thou  fcy'rt,  thotf'k  not  caft  out : 
Thou  bowels  ha$  of  God  and  man, 
Why  therefore  fhould  I  doubt  >    ' 

3  Thy  gofpel-effers  reach  to  all,  '     •    * 

And  namely  to  the  young ; 
Thy  words  left  on  record  are  fweer, 
How  charming  is  thy  tongue  ! 

4  **  O  come  to  me,  ye  burden'd  fouls, 

"  With  guilt  and  fears  oppreft  y 
u  By  faith  your  burdens  on  me  call, 
"  And  1  will  give  you  reft. 

5  "  Your  willing  necks  bend  to  my  yoke, 

"  Yield  to  ray  government, 
"  And  imitate  ray  holy  life ; 
"  And  this  you'll  ne'er  repent. 

6  "  I'm  meek  and  lowly,  learn  from  me 

"  A  meek  and  lowly  mind $ 
"  And  thus  your  weary  rcftlefs  fouls, 
u  Shall  reft  and  quiet  find. 
y  "  My  yoke  to  you  fhall  eafy  prove, 
"  My  burden  alfo  light ; 
"  For  wifdom's  ways  are  pleafantnefs, 
"  And  all  her  paths  are  right." 
8  Lord,  I  believe  thy  faithful  words, 
•  Thy  offers  I  embrace  5 
Thine  offices  I  do  accept*  '       ' 
And  thank  thee  for  thy  grace. 


\  _ 


HYMN 
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HYMN  LXXVIIL 

A  Song  for  Voting  Perfonu 

%  WE  mourn  that  converts  are  fo  few  *  *  ■• 
Caufe  fouls  like  doves  flee  home, 
Make  converts  fall  like  morning  dew ; 
0  let  thy  Kingdom  come<- 
2,  O  Spirit  of  conviction,  ftrive 
With  thofe  of  tender  y«*r<, 
And  caufe  thy  dam  pierce  all  our  hearts, 
And  melt  us  into  tear*. 

3  Difcover  fin  in  its  Wacfc  bite, 

That  we  may  it  deteft  \ 
And  let  us  fee  Grodfs'  remedy, 
Chrift's  wounds,  wherein  to  reft. 

4  Thou  empties  'ISrft  whom  thou  doft  fill ; 

Cafts  down  whom  thou'doft  raife  5 
Thou  quickens  whom  the  lew  doth  kill, 
And  glorifies  free  grace. 

5  Lord,  make  thy  light  unto  me  mine, 

To  (hew  me  what  I  am  5 
That  1  am  loft,  without  the  blood     . 
Of  Chrift,  the  worthy  Lamb. 

6  Take  this  rebellious  heart  of  mine, 

And  bathe  it  in  thy  blood  : 
In  it  fet  up  thy  throne  and  reign  ; 
Pull  down  what  thee  withftood* 

7  O  com'rades  dear,  bring  all  your  hearts 

While  young  unto  the  Lamb  ; 
No  longer  keep  him  from  his  right, 
'  Since  for  our  hearts  he  came. 

8  Who  elfe  defervei  our  love  but  he, 

His  blood  that  freely  fpilt, 
To  fave  our  fouls  from  juftite9  fword, 
And  purge  away  our  guilt  ? 

HYMN    LXXIX. 

A  Song  for  Children. 

I  I  READ  my  Saviour  did  come  down 

A  little  child  to  be, 
.  And  on  the  croG  did  (hed  his  blood 
For  children  fuch  as  me  j-  *s 


2  That 
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a  That  to  this  fountab  all  may  caaat, 
Their  (bub  to  efcaafc  fibntfi*; 
Lord,  grant  me  faitlU'  afplgr  Ufit  blood* 
Aad  bathe  toy  fcM  tfcanbr'  '•  - 

3  TTit  little  that  I  keWaf  thee,  <,.'.,/ 

My  crucified  Laadv      *        .-  '  -  ;;    ::    .     .-.  .'J   ' 
lay  Spirit  lead  to  teaca  at*  laoae    L      .v.\    .;.\ 
Out  of  thy  blefled  word.     „    ^  .    \ \  ,  *;. 

4  Lord,  in  thy  word  thou  calls  n»  all"  >x?    :■•  • 

To  come  to  thee  and  liaa :  ':i-\.»'   r.  ./ 

I  come  to  thccLwitli  *U  my.gaik  J  . -^  -.:!?    H-:  Lr:/1 

My  foul  cleanfe  and  forgive^  -  ,--.  •    -\ 

5  My  nature  change,  my  haert  raoaar*:  . 

No  good  can  1  perform  >     4 .  '  ;I  .  '".' 

I'm  weak,  but  yet  my  SutatyV  tata^Y  <  '    * 

O  help  the  feeble  worm*.   .  ■  -,-  .  ,  ft  :. 

6  Lord,  in  thy  ftretigth  I?U  cluu%e  {noa£aqajrfe  i- . 

0  plant  grace.- me  within,    .:..x*.,,  ■•* .  r .. 
And  purify  my  little  hearA         .  ctf-,/  ^::  j. ■■.. .,   ■ 

From  ev'ry  luft  and  fin*.  .*  v  —V. 

7  Thou  art  my  Shepherd  ;  lead  me  day,-;;;  . , 

Let  me  not  go  aftray  : 
In  thy  fweet  ways  caufe  me  to  walk, 
And  thee  with  love  obey. 

8  A  humble,  meek  and  loving  frame 

Into  my  heart  implant : 
Help  me  by  faith  on  thee  to  lean 
For  cv'ry  grace  I  want. 

HYMN    LXXX. 

A  Song  for  Young  Ones* 

1  THE  gofpel  found  doth  reach  our  ear*, 

Let  young  ones  all  rejoice  : 
The  words  are  charming  we  do  hear, 
'Tis  Jefu's  melting  voice  : 

2  u  Come  unto  me,  incline  your  ear  i 

Hear,  and  your  iouls  (hall  live  : 
A  covenant  I'll  make  with  you, 
And  all  your  fins  forgive.'* 

3  My  dreaming  blood  (hall  purge  away 

1  he  guilt  of  all  your  fin  $ 

My  Spirit's  warm  enliv'ning  beam?, 
Shall  life  beget  within. 

I'll 
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4  1*11  be  your  righteoafnefi  and  flrcagtfc$'. 

I'll  lead  you  on  the  way, 
Till  you  arrive  in- fetav Vat  length,  -   ' 

And  dwell  with  me  for  ay* 

5  We  gladly  hear  our  Saviour's  voice* 

Which  bids  us  finners  live  t 
Caufe  our  dry  bones  Begin  to  ftir, 
To  us  thy  Spirit  give. 

6  There's  none  our  (bull  do  trail  but  thee} 

On  earth  there?  is  not  one, 
Our  panting  hearts*  defite  3ft  fee 

But  God  in  Chrift  alone*  ^ 

5   That  creatures  got  our  thoughts  in  youth* 

We  heartily  bemoan : 
Now  we  thee  chufc,  receive*  and  lov*^ 

To  thee  we  live  alone. 
8  What  (hall  I  tenth*  to  my  <*od 

For  all  his  gifts  to  me, :  »■' 
And  for  bis  gift  unbeatable,  ..;... 

The  Lamb  for  us  to  die  ^  "•■»•.'•/  ■■: 


hVmn  txxxr. 
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1   To  jESu'shand  wedo-eeinaik 

The  light  and  love  we  Have:  •  *-' 

Preferve  and  cherifti  that  in  tta 

Which  thy  good  Spirit  gave*    ■■  »  ' 
%  New-lifted  foldiers  we're  to  theej 
Our  Captain  wife  and  ftroiig : 
We're  fworn  to  fight  agaioft  thy  foes  ; 
T*o  thy  camp  we  belong. 

3  For  us  Chrift  fought  \  he  pull'd  us  frooai 

Sin,  fat  an,  death  and  hell ; 
The  battle  coft  him  many  wounds  $ 
But  lo  !  it  ended  well. 

4  His  garments  were  all  ftain'd  with  blood; 

But  ne'er  did  quit  the  field  : 
His  love,  hath  overcome  our  fotub, 
And  caus'd  our  wills  to  yield, 

5  Let  foldiers  all  their  Captain  praife, 

Their  General  fo  brave, 
.  Who  fought  and  dyM,  and  rofe  again* 
Their  precious  fouls  to  fave.  : 
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6  Our  Lamb  alone  hath  vanquifiied 

Hell's  roaring  lions  all : ,      .  .;  . 
Unto  him  then  let  thanks  be  givHi 
By  young  ones  great  and  fraail*   . 

7  O  that  I  knew  how  to  the  Lamb 

My  thankfulnefs  to  (hew  !  .; 

Then  do  his  will,  and  in  no  ill 
Or  fin  yourfelf  allow. 

8  May  to  the  Lamb  that  once  was  flam* 

Be  praife  and  glory  giv'n 
By  all  that  dwell  upon  thje  earth, 
And  all  the  hods  of  heaV.'n. 

IlYMN   LXXXII. 

A  Song  for  Young  Converts* 

i  DEAR  Lamb*  thou  haft  thy  myftewes 
Unto  us  babes  reveal'd  :  .       ■<   . 

The  weak  thou  takes,  and  keeps  thy  truths  - 
From  wifer  minds  conceal'd.    .,  , 

2  The  nat'ral  man  cannot  conceive 

Things  which  the  Spirit  teach  ; 

But  us  thou  makes  know  and  believe 

The  truths  thy  fervants  preach. 

3  More  bleft  than  many  righteous  men 

Are  we  in  gofpel-days  ; 
What  thing*  they  fought,  we  find  in  Chriil  ) 
To  his  free  love  be  praife. 

4  With  other  childien  in  the  road 

To  hell  we  lately  went : 
From  pity,  thou  thy  Spirit  fent, 
Our  ruin  to  prevent. 

5  To  upper  worlds  we're  help'd  to  go, 

With  thofe  of  heav'njy  birth  j  ( 
While  others  chufe  to  flay  below, 
And  feek  their  blifs  on  earth. 

6  May  we  each  tempting  vice  avoid, 

And  no  more  entertain 
Thofe  fins  and  lulls  by  which  the  Lamb 
Was  crucify 'd  and  {lain* 

7  If  in  our  youth  thou  call'il  us  off 

From  this  uncertain  ftage. 

O  give  us  now  of  heav'nly  blifs 

A  foul  comforting  pledge. 
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S    If  longer  thou  wilt  keep  us  here, 
Be  with  us  all  our  days  ; 
Fit  us  to  honqur  thee  on  earth, 
And  fing  in  heav'n  thy  praife* 

HYMN    LXXXIII. 

Blood  and  Water  from  Christ's  Side* 

I    AS  our  Redeemer  undertook, 
For  us  he  fatisfied  : 
On  Calvary  he  bore  our  guilt, 
There  on  the  crofs  he  dy'd. 
a  There  we  may  fee  from  his  piere'd  fide 
The  mixed  current  flow 
Of  blood  and  water,  for  to  wa(h 
Black  finners  white  as  fnow. 

3  It  needful  was  Cbrift*sfide  and  heart 

Should  pour  a  double  flood  ; 
By  water  we  are  purify  ?d, 
And  pardon'd  by  the  blood. 

4  O  pierced  Lamb,  ^with  pity  view        ' 

My  woful  fpots  and  ftains  5 
And  with  that  flood  them  overflow  - 
Which  from  all  fin  doth  cleanfe.    >     - 

5  May  I  get  faith  to  ufe  that  blood 

Thatdream'd  from  thee,  my  Lord  : 
No  comfort  have  I  in  the  earth 

But  what  thy  wounds  afford.  * 

6  Grant  faving  faith,  thee  to  receive ; 

My  unbelief  remove  : 
May  I  thy  fuff'rings  all  record, 
With  faith  that  works  by  love. 

7  Let  faith  be  waxing  flronger  ftill, 

To  count  the  world  but  drofs, 
To  hate  the  mod  beloved  fin, 
And  nail  it  to; the  crofs.  *.' 

8  Author  of  faith,  to  then. we  look, 

For  faith  weUend  our  cry  1  .v 
The  gift  of  faith  unto  us  grant, 
Qnr  fouls  without  it  die* 

4  E  %  -....'  *  HYMN 


We  go  to  Chrift  dbove,  our  blifsT 
To  praift  him  with  the  faints* 
M, 
3  Have  you  not  many  friend*  on  earth 
Who  with  you  (ympathiae  ? 
Cannot  your  earthly  comforts  here 
Your  hearts  to  flay  entice  ? 
W, 
^  We're  pilgrims  here,  earth's  not  our  home  j 
Which  makes  us  long  to  be 
Where  Chrift  our  friend  dwells  with  his  faiftts* 
And  they  him  glortfi*. 

M. 

5  Why  don't  you  feek  your  tretfuip  ttet£* 

With  others  in  the  kmdf    ..;.,,. 
Who  feent  well  pleas'd  with  fehfiud things, 
And  (bmething  in  their  band?    . 
W. 

6  Our  treafure  Chrift  laid  «p  afcove, 

He  dearly  bought  *tur  blifs; 
His  blood's  the  price  j  nay,  Chrift  himfelfy 
Our  bleffed  treafure  is,     .  i 

M.     , 

7  Since  Chrift  your  treafure  is  in  TheaTca,  , 

Your  hearts  muft  mount  above  :  . •    i 

Things  earthly  will  not  (bit  your  e«mdr. 
You  muft  be  where  you  love.  :-..'<.    . 

•    '   W.     ' 
J  A  fight  of  Jefu's  love,  and  blood 
Down  dreaming  from  the  crofs, 
Makes  all  things  to  us  here  below; 
Appear  as  dung  and  drofs* 
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M. 

9  Let  pilgrims  here  pin  heaYn's  faofti,  y 

And  hallelujahs  fine: 
To  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne, 
And  to  the  Lamb  oar  King. 
W. 
JO  Hofanna's  of  the  hiffheft  ftrain 

To  heaven's  King  he  giv'a, 
-  Our  Saviour- God*  who  came  to  men. 
With  news  of  peace  from  beav'iu 

HYMN    LXXXV, 
A  Dialogue. 

M. 

1  DEAR  fellow-pilgrims  we  are  glad 

To  find  you  in  the  road 
That  leads  to  new  Jeruiaiem, 

The  city  of  our  God.  '•$•:' 

W.- 

2  Straight  to  that  city  wc  would  go,  1 

But  we  have  little  ftrength : 
Ah  !  in  the  way  we  moye  but  flow  ; 
Fain  would  we  come  your  length, 

"         M.  'i 

3  O  haftc  unto  that  city  fair, 

The  Bridegroom  waits  for  you : 
He'll  clothe,  he'll  wed,  and  feaft  you  there  j 
Trull  him,  his  word  is  tree, 
W, 

4  Our  faith  is  weak;  our  grace  is  leant, 

In  God's  ways  we  but  creep  v 
Our  fins  us  clog,  and  tears  we  want 
For  them  to  mourn  and  weep. 
M. 
t,  Seek  for  God's  Spirit  you  to  draw, 
And  caufe  you  run  with  fpced  ; 
By  faith  CbrirVs  fulnefs  ftill  apply  ; 
There  you'll  get  what  yon  need. 
;  W. 

$  Lord,  draw  us,  and  thick  clouds  difpd. 
Set  heay en  in  our  fight  % 
Remove  our  doubts,  grant  new  fupnlies 
L  KVJ&frdiviae  heat  and  light. 
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M. 

7  Tbo'  doubts  perplex  ytju  here  below, 

No  cloud i  you  11  find  above  > 
There  in  God^s  light  we  light  lb  all  fee, 
Where  light  is  matched  with  Jove* 
W. 

8  Unto  that  hud  of  light  and  love 

We^ll  hafte,  Chritt's  fate  to  view  -f 
We  long  to  lluie  his  heav'nly  fruits, 
Which  ftill  continue  new, 
M, 

9  Hofanna  to  king  David's  Son, 

And  to  king  David's  Lard; 
His  loie  proclaim  whofe  fide  was  pierc*d, 
Whofe  hands  and  feet  were  bor'd. 
W. 

10  To  Father,  Son,  and  Hoi/  Ghoft, 

One  God  in  Perfons  Three, . 
Who  us  lalvation  brought  when  loftt 
Still  praifes  Ung  will  we. 

HYMN    LXXXVI. 
^Dialogue.     ' 

COME,  waiting  virgins,  join  with  us 

To  pf  aife  our  glorious  King :  :  i 

In  harmony  lift  up  your  voice  \ 

Daughters  of  Zion  iing* 
W. 
The  invitation  we  accept 

To  fing  of  Ziqn's  King  ; 
To  us  no  earthly  buflnefs 

Can  fo  much  pleafure.  bring; 

M.  > 

O  virigin-fouls,  the  Bridegroom  comes 

The  match  to  consummate:  *   ■■>. 

Buy  oil  in  time,  and  trim  your  lamps  ; 

For  him  look  out  and  wait.  \ 

W. 
Our  lamps  we'll  trim,  and  look  forChrifl  J 

Let  fleep  from  us  be  driv'n  : 
In  watching  we  will  join  you  here, 

And  join  your  fpng9  in  heav'n.  - 


S  We'll 
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M. 
I  We'll  jointly  cry,  "  The  creature's  vain  j 
O  Lamb  there's  none  bujt  thee 
Among  the  angels,  or  tjie  faints. 
Our  fouls  can  fatisfie." 

w. 

6  Good  caufe  have  we  all  fo  to  cry* 

The  Lamb  appeared  our  friend  ;  ..' 
When  wrath  for  fin,  did  burn  like  fire. 
He  from  the  flame  us  fkreerfd. 
M. 

7  Come,  hear  Ch  rift's  dying  cries  and  groan*, 

When  nailed  to  the  crofs  $ 
Come,  fee  him  ted  with  b)ood  and  wounds, 
When  bearing  wrath  for  us. 

8  Our  great  delight  is  #\\\  \o  pry  ~ 

Into  Chrift's  wounds  and  crofs  :  ' 

Compared  with  this  happinefs, 
All  things  we  count  as  drofs* 
M. 

9  Sifters,  love  Chrift,  be  not  afraid 

Of  law's  curfe,  death  or  hell :  * 

Chrift  bought  your  fouls,  and  paid  your  debt, 
And  you  in  peace  may  dwell. 
W. 
.10  Chrift  alfo  bought  your  liberty       , 
To  be  God's  fons  and  heirs  5 
And  you  may  Abba  Father  cry, 
When  you  fend  up  your  pray'r* 

HYMN    LXXXVIL 
A  Dialogue. 

1  O  WOMEN,  what  think  ye  of  thrift  > 

Is  he  not  white  and  fair  ? 
>     Can  any  thing  you  fee  on  earth 

With  God's  dear  Lamb  compare  I 
W. 

2  Created  things  are  vanity  ; 

In  heav'n  or  earth  there's  hone 
Our  panting  fouls  defire  to  fee 
But  God  in  Chrift  alone. 

3  T>o 


Do  von  love  CKrifi  to  fcrv*  and  pnifr* 

Mtjit  than  the  things  of  fenfe  * 
WHftt  do  you  think  of  \Vtfdem*«  wajt  * 

Wkil'i  your  experience  > 
W. 
Chriil'f  fervice  is  an  etiy  yoke. 

We  feel  hi*  butdrn  ligkt  $ 
And  fwet-tly  in  ii«  w«yi  we  run, 

When  Jm  love V  in  our  fight* 
M 

5  BIcfl  tbry  «ho  fee  CHrUt'*  lore  to  them 

In  hi*  fore  sgome; 
And  in  tfi*  firipes  which  he  endttiM 
Their  fouls  from  tin  to  free* 
W* 

6  "  Cafl  not  away  your  confidence/* 

But  trull,  and  ftill  maintain 
The  Lamb  i»  our  inheritance, 
He  for  our  fini  wae  flain. 

7  "  No  condemnation1  you  *hall4tidw* 
'     Who  in  Chrift  Jefus  are  i" 

His  daughter!  lodge  in  Jefu's  wounds, 
And  pluck  you  hence  who  dare? 
W. 

8  With  him  we  clofe,  with  him  We  cleave* 

Who  bled  to  make  us  free 
From  fin  and  hell,  and  bought  irt  life 
By  dying  on  the  tree. 

M. 

9  Sure  nothing,  then,  which  you  do  *fc 

Shall  to  you  be  deny'd  j 
When  you  on  fcripture -grounds  can  plead, 
The  Lamb  for  you  tiath  dy'd. 

?       w. 

10  We  truft  we've  found  the  Pearl  of  price, 

Which  us  enriched  hath  : 
In  him  we'll  joy,  and  him  we'll  praife, 
Both  in  our  life  and  death* 

mm 
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HYMN    LXXXVIIJ. 

^DrALOGUE. 

M. 
I    REJOICE,  O  women,  for  the  Lamb 
Your  great  High  Prieft  is  made ; 
He  wept,  he  bled,  to  buy  for  you, 
A  crown  that  (hall not  fade-       , .  .; 

2,  With  fympathy  his  pains  we  feel 
He  fuffer'd  on  the  tree, 
And  all  the  anguifh  he  endur'd 
Our  fouls  from  hell  to  free. 
M. 

3  What  caus'd  the  flaming  fword  to  firike 

And  wound  his  foul  fo  fore, 
And  put  him  to  fuch  grief  and  pain  ?...... 

Was  it  our  fins  he  bore  ? 
W. 

4  We  blame  not  Pilate,  nor  the.  Jews  j 

But  we  our  grief  renew 
For  all  our  fins  in  heart  and  life, 

Since  they  our  Saviour  flew.  / 

M. 

5  Mourning  wjth  you,  we'll  view  the  Lamb 

As  ftretch'd  upon -the  crofs, 
Who  never  afk'd  to  be  relieved 
Till  he  aton'd  for  us. 

W. 

6  Let's  kill  fin  too,  that  flew  the  Lamb  } 

His  laws  let  us  approve  ; 
Conformity  we'll  feek  to  him  $ 
His  faints  our  hearts  do  love. 
M. 

7  Let's  take  Quid's  blood,  fin  to  fubdue, 

And  wafh  out  ev'ry  ftain  ; 
Lord,  do  not  turn  away  thy  face 
For  fpots  which  may  remain. 
W. 

8  Lord,  lead  us  daily  to  this  blood, 

To  give  us  peace  within  $ 
And,  that  our  peace  may  lafling  be, 

Our  confeience  purge  from  fin. 
Vol.  IV.  4  F  9  Let's 
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M. 
9   LttN  go  to  praife  the  Lamb  above, 
And  in  bis  prefcnce  dwell, 
Who  hath  redeemed  us  by  bis  blood 
From  all  the  pow'rs  of  bell. 

w- 

jo  We'll  go  and  join  the  angel*  foog, 
To  praife  the  worthy  Lamb  ; 

That  he  is  worthy  of  all  pow'r 
We'll  evermore  proclaim* 


HYMN    LXXXIX; 

True  Britons  *T  hank/giving  for  their  De* 
Hver ence  from  Popery  and  Slavery, 


LET  Britifh  hearts  and  tongues  bleft  God, 

And  in  hi*  name  rejoice  ; 
All  Proteftants,  coioe  fing  aloud, 
And  make  a  joyful    noife. 
Hal/elujah,  Hallelujah. 
Hnfleittjab*  Amim. 
Praife  God  for  kin dn els  to  this  Illc, 

And  to  our  native  land, 
Who  made  the  battle  on  us  (mile, 
And  fav'd  us  by  his  hand. 

Hallelujah*  &c.  , 

In  mercy,  God  preferves  our  crown    * 

In  the  reformed  line  $ 
French  fchemes  and  projects  he  breaks  down 
When  hell  and  Rome  combine. 
Hallelujah \  &c. 
Papifts  and  mafked  Protcftaiits' 

Still  new  rebellions  try, 

Pop'ry  and  {lav  ry  to  advance 

'Gainft  truth  and  liberty. 

Hallelujah  &c.  — 

Rome's  friends  do  plot  and  fight  in  vtinf 

Them  Zion's  King  doth  fee ; 
His  gofpel  pure  he  doth  maintain, 
,And  gives  us  victory. 
Hallelujah^  &c. 
To  two  Prince  Williams,  under  God,     ^ 
Great  Britain  (lands  in  debt : 
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They  ftopt  her  foes  here  and  abroad  : 
Let  God  the  glory  get. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

7  He  rais'd  and  bleft  them  ;  his  ftrcmg  hand 

Our  laws  and  rights  maintains  : 
He  keeps  his  gofpel  in  the  land, 
Us  frees  from  rack  and  chains. 
Hallelujah,  &c. 

8  We  thank  God,  we're  in  Britain  born, 

And  not  in  France  or  Spain, 
Or  nations  who  the  gofpel  fcorn, 
And  worfhip  pure  difdain. 
Hallelujah,  Hallelujaby 

Hallelujah^  Amen.      •  :  <  * 

HYMN  XC. 

ANOTHER. 

I    CHRIST  fees  his  church  in  all  her  ft  rait  ft 
And  hears  his  people's  cries. 
The  plots  of  foes,  however  clofe, 
Are  all  before  his  eyes. 
^  When  Antichrift,  with  all  his  train, 
Raze  Zion  quzte,  does  cry  ; 
Her  mighty  King  above  doth  reign. 
And  all  their  rage  defy. 

3  Let  Britain  ne'er  forget  her  God, 

Who  guards  her,  and  preferves 
Religion,  laws  and  liberties ; 
Smites  not  as  (he  deferves. 

4  Ah  Lord,  our  land's  provoking  fins 

Call  for  a  fecond  flood : 
A  deluge  fend  from  Calvary, 
To  drown  them  in  thy  blood. 

5  To  Britain  true  repentance  give, 

On  fleets  and  armies  fmile  ; 
Change  hearts  and  lives,  their  fins  forgive  i 
Abide  flill  in  oar  ifle  5 
<5  About  her  be  a  wall  of  fire, 

The  glory  us  among  j 
.    Protect  us  ftill  from  Romirti  ire, 
.  And  all  who  would  us  wrong. 

4F2  7  Let 
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j  Let  reformation  from  the  tH rone 

Spread  both  'rnong  rich  and  poor  5 
In  ev'ry  ho  nfe  let  God  be  prais'd, 
And  fin  call  to  the  door* 
8  What  {ball  we  render  to  our  God 
For  all  his  gilts  to  us  * 
And  for  his  gift  unfpeftkable, 
Chrift  bleeding  on  the  crois  ? 

HYMN   XCL 

Believers  Food  at  duurr's  Table. 

i  THE  angel*  bright  above 
Do  not  partake  this  food  i 
They  feaft  upon  their  Maker's  love. 
But  not  a  Saviour's  blood. 

2  Here  Chrift  his  flock  doth  feed 
With  food  of  rare  ft  kinds, 

Pardon  and  peace  bought  with  his  blood, 
Moil  fit  for  troubled  minds, 

3  I'll  feed  and  wafti  roe  clean 
In  ftreams  of  JeftTs  blood  : 

Lord,  pur^e  my  foul  from  ev*ry  ftain 
In  that  foul-cleanfing  flood. 

4  God's  pity  I  admire  : 
When  wrath  'gainft  man  did  fwell, 

He  fent  his  Son  to  bear  6ur  fins, 
And  fave  our  fouls  from  hell. 

5  Father,  regard  thy  Son, 
Who  for  us  intercedes  j 

His  blood  cries  louder  than  our  fin?, 
And  for  remiflion  pleads. 

6  Thou  fay 'ft,  a  feaft  above 
Shall  to  thy  flock  be  giv'n ; 

What's  wanting  at  the  table  here 
Shall  be  made  up  in  heav'n. 

7  To  Chrift,  when  they  afcend,  > 
They'll  need  thefe  figns  no  more  j 

They'll  feaft  and  (hare  of  heav'nly  fare 
Chrift  keeps  for  them  in  ftore. 

8  Lord,  take  me  to  that  feaft, 
Where  I  ihall  fee  thy  face, 
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And  evermore  feed  and  adore,  •        ' 

And  blefs  thee  for  thy  grace. 

HYMN   XCII. 

Christ's  dying  Love  to  be  remembered. 

1   CHRIST  faid,  when  men  fell  under  doom, 

To  do  thy  will,  0  God,  I  come  j 

I  freely  come,  I  freely  die,  ' 

For  guilty  men  to  fatisfy. 
2,  Thou,  Lord,  for  them  who  hated  thee, 

Did  ft  ftied  thy  blood  abundantly  ; 

Thy  foul  for  fin  an  ofFring  made, 

And  thus  our  dreadful  debt  was  paid* 

3  That  night  our  Jefus  was  betray  V, 
He  took,  he  blefs  V,  he  brake  the  bread, 
In  mem'ry  of  Chrift  crucify'd, 

He  faid,  Do  this,  then  went  and  dy'd. 

4  "  Do  this,  my  friends,  till  I  return  ; 
Look  on  my  wounds  for  fin,  and  mourn : 
Yet  eat  and  drink  ftill  thankfully  ; 
This  feaft  keep,  and  remember  me." 

5  A  moving  fight,  Lord,  here  I  fee, 
My  bleeding  Lamb  nail'd  to  the  tree  : 
May  I,  while  feeding  here,  be  found 
Oofs  prying  into  ev'ry  wound. 

6  Here  is  God's  righteoufnefs  brought  near, 
Clothing  for  naked  fouls  to  wear : 

This  robe,  faith  Chriit,  I  wrought  for  thee  j 

Come  put  it  on,  remembring  me. 
y  Here's  refuge,  peace,  eternal  life, 

Come  mare  and  baniih  unbelief: 

My  blood  wipes  out  the  deepeft  flain  , 

Feed  on  this  truth,   The  Lamb  is  flain* 
8  This  truth  makes  angels  fall  and  cry, 

How  wondrous  is  this  myftery  ! 

Ten  thoufand  thoufands  do  the  fame, 

Who  minifter  before  the  Lamb. 

HYMN   XCIIL 

CHRIST  our  Righteousness  and  the  Sottas  ALL. 

I  CHRIST  feeds  his  flock,  he  calls  their  names, 
His  bofom  bears  the  tender  Lambs : 

Look 
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Look  on  the  weak  and  brw(c4  reed, 
Which  from  thee  rtrength  doth  at  way*  need* 

2  l*m  weak  and  fioFuI,  dearell  Lamb  \ 
iS lie  come  and  take  me  as  I  atn  : 

0  wafh  me  in  thy  preciottft  bloodf 
And  fa  pre  fen  t  me  uato  Gad. 

3  The  £ofpd  new j  my.fmh  fuilain  : 
Which  fay,  for  us  the  L*inb  was  flain*- 
To  J^Tlis  let  the  guilty  fly, 
W  ho  oat  of  love  for  men  would  die, 

1  H  I  none  ddirc  to  know  befide 

Cbriit  Jtfus  and  him  crucify *d." 

Accept  me  in  his  nghteoufnefs, 

And  in  my  heart  his  love  tnereafe, 
J   My  robes  are  Jefu*s  right  eouincfi, 

My  foul  is'faireft  in  this  dftfl  : 

Put  on  me  righteoufticf*  divine  j 

Say,  Chrifr,  with  all  he  hath,  \%  mine. 

6  Thy  vifit  would  revive  my  foul, 

"J  !iy  gracious  prcfencc  make*  me  whole; 
Come  down,  Lord,  mew  thyfelf  to  me, 
Oc  elfc  take  up  my  foul  to  ihee, 

7  When  Chrifl  draws  nigh,  there's  none  can  moye^ 
Nor  part  my  heart  from  his  fweet  love  ; 

1  then  cry,  "  Hi  not  let  thee  go, 
Till  from  thee  blefilngs  to  me  flow.M 

8  I'll  glory  only  in  our  Lord, 

By  whom  our  nature  is  reflpr'd  : 
On  Jefus  all  nay  hopes  depend. 
Lord,  love  me,  keep  me  to  the  end. 

HYMN    XCIV. 

Christ's  wondrous  Love  and  Blood. 

i  THE  heav'ns  and  earth  do  brightly  fhine, 

With  rays  of  glorious  pow'r  divine : 

But  of  our  mercies  Chrifl 's  the  fpring, 

Let'men  his  a&s  and  battles  fiog  j 

His  wondrous  love  that  made  him  die 

For  man  his  mortal  enemy. 
2  Since  finite  ofF'rings  all  were  vain, 

Of  fin  to  purge  away  the  flain  5 

Chrill  laid,  I  come  a  facrifice 

That  jutlice  fully  fatisfies. 


^Amazing 
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Amazing  love  that  God  fhould  die 
For  man  his  mortal  enemy  ! 

3  My  Lord,  am  id  ft  his  agonies, 
His  dying  groans  and  bitter  -cries, 
I)id  pray  for  us  who  us'd  him  fo, 

"   Father,  they  know  not  what  they  do/* 
Chrift's  blood  did  then  for  us  atone, 
And  now  it  pleads  before  the  throne. 

4  They're  blefl  who  know  their  (ins  forgiv\t. 
In  Jefu's  wounds,  they  have  found  heav'n, 
With  faith  I'll  view  thy  blood  and  crofs  $ 
The  world  compae'd  with  thee  is  <icofs. 

I'll  praife  King  David's  Son  aod  Lord,  ' 

And  wifli  him  ev'ry  where  ador'd* 
£  No  angel's  tongue  can  ever  tell 
The  glory  of  Immanuel  : 
All  his  love-wonders,  and  his  name, 
Eternity  cannot  proclaim. 
Lord,  make  us  meet  with  faint*  above, 
To  fing  thy  everlailing  love. 

HYMN    XCV. 

The  Riches  and  Glory  of  Saints  above* 

%   CHRIST'S  poverty  and  (late  fo  mean 
For  us  great  riches  did  obtain. 
"  Tho'  Grangers  here,  and  poor  in  hand, 
We  journey  to  the  promis'd  land  : 
Chriil's  riches  there  are  largely  giv'n  5 
All  wants  (hall  be  made  up  in  heav'n. 

2  In  heav'n  the  King  unvails  his  face, 
Which  makes't  a  glorious  dwelling  placet 
When  (hall  the  happy  minute  come 

I'll  change  my  baniihment  for  home, 
And  mount  and  make  my  bleft  abode 
With  my  dear  Lamb,  my  Lord  and  God  ? 

3  Above  the  faints  for  ever  reft 

In  Jefu's  their  Redeemer's  bread  : 
In  holinefs  they're  pure  and  white, 
They  fpotlcfs  ftjine  like  morning  light. 
O  draw  me  up,  the  Lamb  to  fee, 

4  And  live  with  hlna  that  dy'd  for  me, 
.4  Sbr  us  our  Lord  rofe  from  the  dead, 

And  did  afcend  his  blood  to  plead  ; 
"■*"■  ■,  ■  The 
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The  napkin  left,  when  he  did  rife, 
Fcm  tears  may  wipe  the  mourners  eyes* 
hii.ee  be  I.aih  ifot  the  vi&orie, 
SarHcict  i*  hi^  prace  foj  roe. 
5    Let?t:  \wt  .ill  Cr.nil  cur  judge  appear, 
And  c-ufe  the  cead  his  voice  to  hear  ; 
My  abloiuJon  lie' J I  proclaim, 
And9  mong  his  faints  enrol  my  name  $ 
Ke>!l  ^'iih  his  hands  put  on  my  crown, 
Ard  bid  me  on  his  throne  (it  down. 

HYMN  XCVI. 
Tie  LortTs  People  ftajling  at  his  Table. 

i  JESUS,  thy  feaft:  we  celebrate^ 

At  thy  command  the  bread  we  eat 

And  drink  the  cup  of  facred  wine  ; 

To  (hew  thy  death  thy  friends  combine^ 

Do  tbit  we  will,  and  fo  prepare 

To  meet  thee  coming  in  the  air. 
1  Thy  table  (hews  thy  love  and  grace, 

And  entertains  our  fouls  with  peace  ; 

Our  hearts  by  right  are  only  thine  j 

PoiTrfs  th<ni,  Luid,  with  love  divine  : 

Katl  our  ddires  unto  the  crofs  ; 

For  all  bcfide  thee  is  but  drofs- 
j    Feci  foals,  and  on  their  graces  (hine, 

And  all  their  pow'rs  poflefs  as  thine  ; 

In  i'.rcr.gth  of  this  rneal  let  us  move 

Tow  aids  tie  mount  of  God  above.; 

To  fttl  thy  pow'r,  to  hear  thy  voice, 

To  tailc  thy  love  i*  all  our  choice. 
*\  Chrift  made  nie  at  his  table  dine, 

lie  ravihVd  me  with  love  divine; 

He  £ave  a  taite  of  future  blifs  ; 

I  laid,  He's  mine,  and  I  am  his  m7 

All  treafures  here  thou'rt  far  before  ; 

Since  Chrift  is  mine  I  aik  no  more. 
j   My  heart  and  pow'rs  invite  the  King, 

My  tongue  is  loos'd  his  praife  to  fing  j 

With  me,  let  all  the  holts  above 

Shew  forth  the  oraife  of  matchlefs  love  ; 

JESC 
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Jesus,  poffefs  my  heart  alone, 
And  in  me  let  thy  will  be  done. 

HYMN    XCVII.  '  '   - 

The  Love  andfaerifice  0/*  Christ. 

X  CHRIST  Jefas  the  Lamb, 
To  lave  us  he  came 5 
fits  lore  to  poor  tinners  is  always  the  fame* 
.a  The  love  in  his  breaft 
Cannot  be  expreft  $ 
Ptat  of  it  we'll,  utter,  and  wonder  at  the  reft. 

3  When  no  facrifice 
Could  for  man  fuffice, 

Chrift  would  be  incarnate,  to  pay  his  foul's  price* 

4  In  fin  men  did  ly, 
None  pardon  could  buy  ; 

Love  brought  the  Creator  for  creatures  to  die. 
j  Man  he  would  be  made, 
His  blood  all  would  (hed*  . 
Even  ly  in  the  grave  that  all  might  be  paid. 

6  All  offerings  were  vain 
But  Chrift  for  us  flain  ; 

This  fccrifice  only  our  peace  can  obtain. 

7  His  deat  Son  God  gave 
To  ly  in  a  grave, 

And  wftde  thro9  hell's  forrows,  loft  tinners  to  fave» 

8  Chrift's  death  makes  us  gaze ! 
"Who  can  this  love  praife ! 

'  It  doth  the  bright  angels  and  faints  all  amaze. 
.  9  Chrift.  for  us  was  dead, 
Now  lives  as  our  Head; 
For  Us  in  the  heav'ns  his  blood  he  doth  plead, 
id  Exalted-he. Stands* , 
SHews  his  bleeding  hands  : 
thrift,  having  paid  juftice,  our  freedom  demand?. 
1 1 f  Salvation  he  brings, 
Which  in  our  ears  rings, 
Td  fn&ke  us  more  happy  than  great  earthly  kings.  . 
12  Chrift's  blood  we,  hear  cail 
^ .  .......     All  forts  great  and  fmall  j 

His  wounds  do  perfuade  us  in  his  arms  to  fall. 
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HYMN   XCV1IL 
Cbmst*!  Love  makes  htm  dief  rifet  afcenit  and  return. 

i  LOVE  did  condefcend 
Our  Lord  down  to  fend 
To  be  out  peace-maker!  the  ftrife  for  to  cud* 

2  Chrift  wept  did  and  cry, 
And  for  our  fin*  die  5 

Lore  brought  him  from  heaven,  in  grave  for  to  1 

3  Love  made  him  awake, 
To  heaven  go  back  j 

Love  will  make  him  return  again  for  our  fake. 

4  Above  Cluift  makes  room 
For  faints  when  they  come  | 

Fir  it  here  he  prepares  them,  then  brings  them  all  home- 

5  Some  time  he  now  flays. 
Yet  he'll  the  dead  raiJet 

And  convene  his  people  to  fliew  forth  his  praife* 

6  O  when  mall  time  cad, 
That  I  may  afcend 

Eternity  wholly  in  praifes  tofpehd! 

7  The  love  of  the  Lamb 
To  finners  doth  flame  : 

Tho'  fin  do  defile  me,  take  me  as  I  am. 

8  Thy  blood  me  can  cleanfe 
From  my  fouleft  ftains  ; 

Of  fiii  it  can  purge  out  the  very  remains* 

9  Things  fmall  to  me  feem 
Which  here  men  efleem : 

Chrift  only  I  want,  me  from  fin  to  redeem. 

10  Let  all  him  believe, 
Who  can  fin  forgive,  £ 

And  all  from  its  bondage  their  foujs  ca$ relieve, 
ii  Chrift  all  men  will  try*   ' 
Our  Judge  comes  away  j 
His  flock  he  will  gather  in  that  folemn  Hay. 
ia  Their  names  he  doth  mind, 
To  weak  one*  he's  kind  J 
He'll  not  go  to  heav'h,  and  leave  one  behind. 
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HYMN  XCIX. 

Faith  Struggling  with  Unbelief. 

J  CHRIST  doth  fave  men  in  his  loye? 
From  death's  fling,  fin  and  hell  j 
Them  he  fits  to  ling  above,.*    :       . 
And  in  his  presence  dwell. 
From  our  fears,  Lord,  us  relieve  >      -# . 

To  penitents  thy  word  fpeaks  life  ;  .  » 

Thy  fure  promife  I  believe  j-.;'    .' 
"  Lord,  help  my  unbelief." 
$  Let  my  lamp  be  ready  trim'd  , 

A  gain  ft  the  Bridegroom  come  } 
Let  my  foul  be  well  prepared 
That  with  him  I  get  room* 
All  believers  thou'lt  receive, 
And  bear  up  under  fear  and  grief : 
Thy  fure  promife  I  believe  j 
"  Lord,  help  my  unbelief." 
3  Love  brought  Chrift  down  for  to  die, 

Love  laid  him  in  a  tomb ;  ! 

Love  caufed  him  afcend  on  high, 

To  find  his  people  room. 
All  thy  friends  wilt  thou  revive, 
In  ftraits  and  fears  grant  them  relief ; 
Thy  fure  promife  I  believe  ; 
"  Lord,  help  my  unbelief." 
.  4  Caufe  us  to  fee  thy  love  to  us 
In  thy  fore  agony, 
And  in  thy  wounds  on  the  crofs, 

When  for  us  thou  didft  die. 
Them  thou  loves  who  to  thee  cleave. 
And  of  all  friends  thee  count  the  chief  i 
'   Thy  fure  promife  I  believe  j 

u  Lord,  help  my  unbelief." 
5  Here  'tis  fweet  to  view  thy  love, 
And  fee  thy  face  in  part  j 
Far  more  fweet  it  is  above 
To  fee  thee  as  thou  art. 
Thou  to  meek  one*  Hfe  wilt  give, 
And  them  wilt  fave  from  fin  and  ftrife  ; 

4^3  Thy 


Will  yield  me  comfort  there* 
In  fight  of  all  my  deadly  foes 

Thou  doft  my  table  fpread  \ 
My  cup  with  good  things  overflows, 

Frefh  oil  anoints  my  head* 
Goodnef*  and  mercy,  I  believe, 

Shall  wait  me  all  my  days  % 
And  in  God's  houfe  1*11  ever  live, 

To  trumpet  forth  his  praife. 

DOXOLOCY.    Jud*24,  ■£. 

NOW  unto  our  Redeemer  flrong  j 

Who  by  his  mighty  arm 
Can  keep  from  falling  in  to  fin  j 

And  Cave  us  from  all  harm  > 
Who  can  prefent  us  unto  God 

Quite  faultlefs  and  complete, 
Before  the  glory  of  his  face, 

With  joys  exceeding  great : 
To  God  our  Saviour  only  wife 
-    Be  ftill  afcribed,  then, 

AU 
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All  glory,  pow'r,  and  majefty, 
Both  now  and  ay.    Amen. 

Let's  worihip  with  the  heav'nly  hoft 
Jbhotab  One  in  Threes 

Praifc  Father,  Sen,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
To  all  eternity. 
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